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Life  in  Acton  through  Seventy  Years  of  Change 


The   Bicentennial  Year   is   history,   just   like   the   events  it  was  meant  to 
recall.      Today,   we  know  more   about   the   roles   of   New  England   our   town  in  the 
Revolution  than  we   ever   imagined  we   could.      Yet  for  many   of   us,   we  have  lost 
sight  of   our  more  recent  roots:    the  events  and  people  who  contributed  most  to 
making   the   town  of  Acton  what   it   is  today. 

Nearly  all   of   us  have   relished   the   stories   our  parents   and  grandparents 
brought   us   about   life   in   the   early   twentieth  century.      Some  remain  among  us 
who   lived   those   times   and   tell   those   stories   to   their   grandchildren   and  great- 
grandchildren  today.      Of   all   the  kinds   of   history   lessons,   very   often   the  most 
pleasurable  are   these  very  stories:    the  oral  history  passed   on  from  generation 
to  generation.      Yet,    in  our   society,    this  history   is   by  its  very  nature   the  most 
f  ragile . 

We   are  fortunate   in  Acton   to  have   an  abundance   of   oral  historians   and  a 
rich  source   of   stories   for   them   to   tell.      It   is   in   the   interest   of  preserving 
some   of    these   fragile   stories   that  we   set   them  down  on  paper.      Here,    then,  are 
several   slices   of    life,   as   told  by  Thomas  Frederick   Stewart   Kennedy  and 
Katherine  Mary  Kinsley,    to  us,    two  of   the  newest  members   of   our  community. 


"We  were   a  well-knitted  community," 
says  Mr.    Kennedy.      "Even  though   the  town 
was   divided   into  very   distinct  villages, 
the   town  government  brought   them  together 
Yet,    each   retained   its   own  character. 

"South  Acton  was  known  as   the  mill 
town  and  West  Acton  was   the  railroad 
t  own . 

"Acton  Center  was   known  as,  you 
might   say,    the    'jewel'    of   the   town;  it 
was  made  up   of   people  who  weren't  exact- 
ly rich,   but   they  were  well-to-do.  They 
were  merchants,    greenhouse   owners;  they 
ran   the   factories,    the   quarries   and  they 
had   large   farms.      When  I  was   a  youngster, 
when  you  went   into  Acton  Center  you  felt 
as   if   you  were  going   into   Concord.  It 
was   that   type   of   a  village. 


"Here    (in  West  Acton)    there  were  hard-working  men;    South  Acton  was  the 
same  way.      They  had   the  piano   stool  factory,    the  barrel   factory,    the  shoddy 
mill,    the   roundhouse;    and   they  had   the  Tuttle,   Jones   and  Wetherbee   store,  which 
at   one   time  was   the   store   in  Middlesex  County." 


Miss   Kinsley  remembers  West  Acton 
for   its   country  store    ("They  discussed 
politics   there")    and  for  the  churches 
lined  along  Central   Street.      "This  was 
one   of   the   oldest   streets;    it  was  the 
old   county   road.      There  was   the  Baptist 
Church,    and    (what   is   today)    the  Community 
Center  was   the  Universalist   Church.  Then 
there  was   the   Oddfellow's   Hall  and  along 
came   the   Catholic   Church  later." 

It  was    the   influence   of  the 
churches   that   inspired   the  very  strict 
moral   code  which  pervaded   the  town's 
life.      Up  until   1921,    for   example,  it 
was   forbidden  by   law   to  play  any  kind 
of   game   on   Sunday.      Recalls  Mr.  Kennedy, 
"We   used   to  have   to  go  all   the  way  to 
Boxborough   to  have  a  game   of  scrub 
baseball. " 


Kennedy's  parents   told  him  about   the   enforcement   of    that  moral   code  by 
members   of   West  Acton's   churches.    "If   you  weren't   on   the   right   track,  the 
church  people  would  wait   on  you  in   committee   and  find   out   and   criticize  you. 
You  had   to   appear  before   the   church  and   explain  why  you  weren't  attending 
divine   services   or   living   a  good  moral  life. 

"I   can  remember   right   up   in   the  church  here   in  West   Acton,    they'd  have 
a  pole  with   a   squirrel's   tail   on   it.      Of   course,    the   services  were  long, 
and   some  people  would   doze   off.    The   men  would  have   to   come   along  with  the 
squirrel's   tail   and  wake   'em  up. 

"We  used   to  have   a   lady  who  used   to  have  a   lot   of   peppermints   in  her 
pocket,    and   she'd  chew  on   them  in   church.      She  was   called   to   a  council,  too." 


The   teachers   in  Acton's  public   schools   had   to  hoe   an  even  straighter 
line.     Mr.    Kennedy   observed,    "When  I  was   a  youngster,    the   teacher  had  to 
live   like   an  angel.      She  wasn't   allowed   to  show  her   ankle.      She  had   to  be 
very   careful  with  her  behavior.      Years   ago,    they  used   to   tell  how  good  a 
teacher  was,    right   in   the   Town  Report.      The   School   Committee  wrote   it.  I 
have   a  Town  Report  where   they   say   'she's   a  nice  young   lady,   but   she's  more 
interested   in  her  boy-friends   than  in  her   teaching.'      Today,   you  don't 
get   any   information   like  that." 


There  was  no  Acton  High   School   then.      Acton  students  went   to  Concord 
High,   which  was   at    that   time   truly   a   regional   school    (students   from  Acton, 
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Concord,   Boxborough,    Carlisle,   Lincoln,    Bedford  and  Littleton  attended 
school   there).     Miss  Kinsley   remembers  her  time   at  Concord  as  "a  great 
education,   because   it   took  you  out   of  your   little  narrow  confines  and 
helped  you  choose  a  broader  horizon.      They  used   to  have  a  forum  every 
Friday   afternoon,    and   I  wish  you   could  hear   the   speakers!      They  put 
on   operas,    and   it   was   a  wonderful   thing   for   the  culture." 

Acton's    community   elementary   schools   felt    the   influence,    too.  "Acton 
schools   had   to  keep   up,    because  you  had   to   compete  with  Lincoln  and 
Concord  people.      You  had    to   come  well-prepared   out   of   grade  school." 

Mr.    Kennedy  remembers   Concord   High   as   "very,   very  strict.      We  had 
to  wear   a   coat,    a  vest   and   a   necktie.      Girls  weren't   allowed   in  with 
sweaters   on;   you'd  have   to  have   a  jacket   and   a   skirt,    and  be  all 
dressed-up.      We  had   to   address   our   teachers   as    'Mr.'    or    'Miss'    and  it 
was   all  very   formal.      And,   we  had   alot   of  homework." 

Steady  population  expansion   in   all   of   the   towns   served  by  Concord 
High   caused   overcrowding   there   in   the   early   twenties.      "So,"   says  Mr. 
Kennedy,    "they   said   that    1925  would   be   the   last   class   from  Acton.  They 
had   to  build   a  school." 

"For   27  years    they'd   fought   over  high   schools   in  Acton;   where   to  put 
one.      They  had   a   town  meeting   to  vote    to  put   it   in  Acton  Center;  then 
they'd  have   a   town  meeting   to   rescind   it   and  put   it   in   South  Acton. 
Then   they'd  have   a  vote   to   rescind   that,    and    they'd  want   to  put   it  in 
West  Acton. 

"In    1925   they   decided   to  put   it   down  where   the  old  high  school   is  . 
thinking   it  was   in   the   center   of    three  precincts.      So   they  built   it  and 
found   out   later   it  was   four   feet   over   in  West   Acton.      I   used   to   go  to 
town  meetings  where   they'd   fight   over  it." 

Teachers  would  encourage   their   students   to  become  astute  observers 
of    town  politics,    even  before    they  were   allowed   to    take   an  active  role. 
"The  young  people  my  age,"    recalls  Miss   Kinsley,    "we  would  go   over  :o 
town  meeting   and   sit   in   the   gallery.      By   the    time  we   became  voters,  we 
naturally   could   take   an  active  part   in   the   debates."   And   debates  they 
were.      "They  were   like   Parliament,"  Miss   Kinsley  notes.      "The  town 
meeting  was   a   thing   to   look   forward    to   every  year.      They  used   to  have 
caucuses   before   each   town  meeting.      On   a   cold  night   in  February  you'd  go 
over   to   these   caucuses   if   you  wanted   to  get  elected." 

"Up   until   the    late   twenties,    they   used   to  have   a   town  meeting  that 
was   an  all-day   affair.      They'd  go   to   the   Town  Hall   and  vote   for  town 
offices   and   then   they'd  have   a   town  meeting.      The   grange  would  put   on  a 
big   dinner   at  noon,    and   then   they   conduct   school   committee  "and  other 
business   in   the   afternoon.      Around   five   or   six   o'clock  the   town  meeting 
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ended  so  that   the  farmers   could  milk  their  cows. 

"When  the  automobile   came,    that's  when  they  started   to  have  evening 
town  meetings . " 

Mr.    Kennedy   remembers,    "In   those   days   they'd   have   a   town  meeting 
and  fight   like   the  devil  and   the  next   day   they'd  shake  hands.      There  were 
no  hard  feelings.      Today   there  are  hard  feelings.      It's   entirely  different; 
that's   the  way   it  is." 

Up   until    1920,    the  women   in   the   town  were   only   allowed   to   speak  at 
town  meeting   on   a   school  matter.      It  was   on   those  matters,    though,  that 
they   lobbied  most   vigorously.      Mr.   Kennedy  enjoys   telling   the   story  of 
how  Acton's   three   schools   got   the  money   to   install   flush  toilets: 


"'Well,    ladies   and   gentlemen,   when   I  went   to   school,   we   used   to  go 
over   the   stone  wall.      One   section  was   for   the  girls,    and   one   section  was 
for   the  boys.      We   used   to  use   the  Montgomery  Ward   catalogue.      When  that 
was  used   up   our   fathers   had   the   corn   shucked   and  we   used   to   take  the 
corn   cobs    to   school.      When   they  was   all   used  up,   we  used   to  break   them  in 
two  and  use   the   other  half.' 


"The   good  women  got   together  and 
they  worked  very  diligently   and  they 
got   estimates   that   they   could  put 
flush   toilets   in  all  three  schools  for 
about   $2800.      So  when   the    time   came  to 
talk   on   school  matters,    one   of  the 
women   on   the   school   committee   got  up 
and  made   a  motion   that   the    town  ap- 
propriate  $2800   to   install  flush 
toilets   in   all   three   schools.  Some- 
body  seconded    the  motion   and  every- 
thing was   going   fine.    .    .until  old 
Mr.    T.    stood   up.      Now  Mr.    T.,    he  was 
a  character  who  always    came.      I  can 
almost   tell   you  right  where  he  sat 
all  the  time; 


"'Mr.   Moderator,    I'd   like  to 
speak   on   the  subject.' 


ii  » 


The   chair   recognizes  Mr. 


T.  ' 


"Everybody  got   to   laughing ...  Jus t   imagine   that  happening   in  town 
meeting   today.      It    came   up   for   a  vote   and   the  poor  women   lost   out.  They 
had   to   come  back   the   next   year   and   tell   old  Mr.    T.    to  keep  quiet." 
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The   town's   children  learned  more  about   the   town's  politics  and 
other  goings-on  by   simply  keeping   their  ears   open.      "They  had  heat 
registers   in  the  ceilings   in  those  days,   and   that's  where  children  picked 
up    their   information,"   admits  Miss  Kinsley.      "My   father  was   always  finding 
me  asleep   at   the  register." 

Young  Mr.    Kennedy  used   the  more  conventional  listening  post   of  the 
day.      "In   the   country  stores,    they  had   these  stoves   and  these  settees. 
All   the   old   farmers  would   deliver   the  milk   to   the  platform  and  they'd 
go   on  in  to   Charlie  Mead's   stor  and   take  a  slice  of   cheese  and  crackers. 
Me   being   a   small  kid,    I   listened   to   all   the   tall   tales   they  had   to  tell." 

Miss  Kinsley  points   out   the  general  store  wasn't   the  only  gathering 
place   to   go  by  the  wayside.      "The   f irehouse  in  the  old  days  was   a  club- 
house  for   the   ordinary   citizens.      They  went   in   there   and  played  cards, 
and    they   a  pool   table.      There  were   card  parties   once   a  week:      that  was 
sociable." 

As   a  youngster   then,  entertainment 
took  on  very  simpLe  forms.      "When  we 
were  young,"   recalls  Miss  Kinsley, 
"we   all  used   to  go   to   the  moving 
pictures   up   in  Maynard.      Of  course, 
we  had  movies   every  Friday  night 
up   in  Oddfellows   Hall     in  West  Acton  . 
That's  what  made   fast   readers   out  of 
children:      you  wanted   to   read  because 
you  wanted   to   find   out  what  was  under- 
neath  the   picture     subtitles    .  "We 
read  alot.      We   devoured   the  things 
every   Saturday   night   at   the  library. 
On   Sunday   afternoon,    I   remember  my 
mother  having   a   group   of  children 
in   there   reading   to   them.      No  matter 
where  you  went,    people  were   always  reading. 
You  had   time   to   concentrate.      You  didn't 
have   anything  else." 

Before   the   automobile   came   e_n  masse   to  Acton,    there  were   still  ways 
to   get   around.      "The   transportation  system  was   no  problem  at   all,"  says 
Miss   Kinsley.      "They  had  big   cars   on   the   trolley,   which   ran  from  Acton 
over   to  Maynard.      It    came   up    to   South  Acton,    according   to   the  history, 
four   or   five  years  before   it   came   over   to  West   Acton.      It  went  through 
the  woods   and  was   a  wild   ride. 7 


"We  had  very  good  train 
"practically  every  hour.  It 
Boston   and   Maine.      It   went  s 


service   into   Boston;"  Mr.   Kennedy  recollects, 
was   known  as   the  Fitchburg  Division  of  the 
traight    through   to  Mechani csv i lie ,   New  York. 
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You  had  good  service  until  one  o'clock  in  the  morning.  Then  they  had 
the  paper  train  at  three  o'clock,  which  dropped  off  newspapers  at  the 
post  office." 

Trains  and   trollies  were   the  ways   to  get   to  two  of   the  biggest 
summertime  attractions   of   that   time   and  place:      Canobie  Lake   and  Lexington 
Park.      Mr.    Kennedy  notes   that  you  didn't   always  have   to  go   so  far  away. 
"There  was   a  barge   on  Lake   Nagog;   Great   Road  went   right  by   there   then  as 
today.      It  wasn't  paved;    it  was   a  dirt   road.      You'd  go   there   in  the 
summertime   and   they'd   take  you  around   the   lake   in   this  barge.      It  was  a 
joy-ride.      The   town  of   Concord  owned   the   lake,   but   they  weren't  as  re- 
strictive  as   they  are  now.      It  was   a  water   supply   then,    too;   but  of  course 
everybody  abused   it.      They  went   over   to   the  other   side   of   the   lake  and 
built   cottages  with  no  septic  systems   and   they  polluted   it.      That  was  the 
end   of  that." 

"We  had   a  bicycle   club  hare,   about    1900.      That  was  very   common,  to 
have  bicycles.      I've   heard  my  grandfather   talk  about  him  and  his  sister 
riding  all   the  way   to  Revere   Beach  from  Acton.      There  were  no  cars,  no 
traffic   like  we  have   today.      They  were  dir.t   roads,   but   they  were  fairly 
good  roads.     You'd  have   to  get  all   the  way  down   to   about  Arlington  before 
there  were   any  paved  roads. 

"In  them  days  we  had   an  easy-going   town;    everybody  was   friendly  towards 
each  other.      It   really  was   an  enjoyable  life." 

Things  began  to   change,    they  say,    after  World  War   I.     Mr.  Kennedy 
tells  us  how  that   came  about: 

"This  was   a  farming   community  when  I  was   a  boy.      Everyone  was  a 
farmer,    or   connected  with  farming.      In   the  winter,    they  had   no  work  for 
the  men,    so   they  went  down   to  Hall  Brothers.      That   company  would  probably 
take  about   twenty-five   or   twenty-six  of   these   extra  help   off    the  farmers. 
They'd  work  there   in  the  winter  and   in   the   spring   they'd  go  back  to 
farming.      They  made  pails,    tubs,    churns,    breadboards,   knife   trays,  sink 
racks,    card  f i les ...  any thing  wood.      I  worked   there  myself  when  I  got 
marr  ied . 

"Up  until  World  War   I,   most   of   the  young   fellows  worked  for  their 
fathers   on   the  farm.      After   the  war,    these  fellows  had  been  in  Europe, 
and   they  saw  everyone  who  had  been  working   in  the   defense  plants  making 
twice  as  much  as   they  had.      They  didn't  go  back   to   farming.      After  the 
war,    the   farmers   themselves   continued,   but   their  boys  went   to  work  in  Boston 
or   in  local   industry.      This   is  what   changed   the   conditions  here   in  Acton. 
The  old  people  died  off   or  got   so  elderly  they   couldn't   continue.  The 
developers  went   out   and  bought   these  farms... and   that's  what   started  the 
building   this  town." 


Acton's  people   survived  the  depression  y ears  ...  barely .     The  industry 
which  began   to   supplant   the   farming  had  great   difficulty,  though. 

"Hall  Brothers   owed  us   thirteen  weeks  back  pay... and   they  couldn't 
collect   a  cent   on  the  money   they  were   owed.      They  brought  us   all   in  and 
said:      'Now,    this   is   the   story.      You   can  quit,   but   there's   no  work  outside 
(you   couldn't   get   a  job);    or  you  can  hope  we  get   some  money  in  to  pay  you.' 

"So  what   did  we   do?     We  plugged   away   and   instead   of   getting  a  full 
week's  pay  we'd   get   five   or   ten  dollars." 

"During  World  War   I   there  were   4000  people  working   in   the  American 
Woolen  Company,    the   largest  woolen   company  in   the  United   States,  located 
in  Maynard.      Now  it's   diversified,   because  when  the  Depression  came 
nobody  bought  wool." 

Those   same  years   brought   to   the  forefront   one   of   the  darker  aspects 
of  Acton's  past.      Miss  Kinsley  tells   us,   "I   can  remember  when   the  Ku  Klux 
Klan  was  very   strong  here,    in   the   thirties,    the   depression  years.  Nobody 
talked  about  it,   but   on  a  moonlit   night   you  could  sense   something;  the 
village  was   small.      There  were   daring  young  men  in   town  who  followed  them 
to  find   out  who  was  behind   the  white  sheets. 

"There  was   a  very  fine  Jewish  gentleman  in  South  Acton... he   and  his 
brother   owned   a  mill.      They  burned  a   cross  across   from  his  house... and  that 
was   terrible.      Nobody  knew  what  was   going   to  happen. 

Mr.    Kennedy  calls  Acton   the   "hotbed"   of   Ku  Klux  Klan  activities  in 
this   part   of   New  England   during   those' depression  years. 

Now,    those  who  know  those   secrets   are  well-advanced   in  years;  a 
process  which  Miss  Kinsley  notes  has   changed   itself.      "When  I   grew  up, 
the  Civil  War  veterans  were  getting  old,   but   I  never  heard  anyone  referring 
to  someone  who  was    'old' .      Old  people   could  act;    I  never   realized  that 
they  were   in   their  nineties. 

"I   can  remember   those  Civil  War  veterans.      They   could  hardly  move 
with   their  rheumatism,   but   they   always  kept   doing   s  omething .      And  the 
women,    they  had   those   oak  floors   and   they  could  keep   them  scrubbed. 

"People  never   think  of  making  much  of   old  age     today   .     People  that 
are   dying   to  be   fifty-nine   to  get   a  free  bus   trip  ...  they ' re   crazy.  They're 
wishing   their   lives  away. 

"They  had  no  pension  systems   in   those   days.      They  had  nothing   to  re- 
tire  to;    they  had   to  keep   active.      But   they  were  satisfied." 

Most   of   the  Kennedy  and  Kinsley  memories   of   growing  up   in  Acton  are 
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fond   ones.,. even  though   times  were   rough  on  most   of   those  who  survived 
them. 

"I  don't  know  whether  we've  gained  anything  or  not,"  muses  Mr.  Kennedy. 
"They   say   that  nobody  wants   the  good   old   days.      In   some   respects   I  wouldn't 
want   to  see  them  come  back.      On  the  other  hand,   we  really  enjoyed  life. 
Everybody  was   friendly,    everybody  knew  his   neighbors,   and   if   anybody  was 
hard-up,    everybody  pitched  in.      It  was   a  different   life   than  we  have  now; 
the   town  as   a  whole  was   a  community." 

"When  I   talk  about   the  past,"   adds  Miss  Kinsley,   "I  don't   think  that 
the   times  were  necessarily  good.      I   think  all  times   are  good." 

Katherine  Mary  Kinsley  has   lived   in  West  Acton  all  her  life. 
She   taught   fourth  grade   in  Maynard   for   twenty-six  years  and 
is   a   certified  Massachusetts   school  psychologist.      From  1974 
to   1976  she  was   a   trustee   for   the  West  Acton  Citizens  Library 
and   is   currently  a   charter  member  of  both  the  Historical  Society 
and   the  League   of  Women  Voters   in  Acton. 

Thomas  Frederick   Stewart  Kennedy  was  born  in  Acton  in   1906  and 
has    lived  here  ever   since.      He   served  as   a  member   of   the  Call 
Fire-Men  for   thirty-one  years,    the  Acton  Police  Force   for  twenty 
years   and  worked   in   the  Acton  Cemeteries   for   fifty-one  years  ; 
part   of   that   time   as   superintendent.      He  has   been  active  in  the 
Acton  Historical   Society  and   the  Acton  Republican  Club. 
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This   is   the   first  Annual  Report   of   the  Town  Manager   since   the  inception 
of   the   Selectmen-Manager  plan   of   government   in   1969.      The   Town  Manager  wishe 
to  preface  his   report  by  noting   the  many  hours   of   dedicated   service  that 
the  members   of   the   Board   of   Selectemen  devote   to   the   improvement   of  life 
in  Acton.      The  members   of   the  board   are   taken  away  from  their  families  as 
many   as   three   to   four  nights   a  week  to   consider   the   implementation  of 
policies,    the   issuance   of   licenses,    the   review   of   site  development  plans, 
and  more   importantly   the   establishment   of   a  professional   approach   to  the 
operations   of   local  government   for   the   citizens   of  Acton. 

Any  small   success   that   I  may  have  had  during   the  past   year   is  due 
primarily   to   the  patience,   wisdom,   guidance   and   support   of   the   Board  of 
Selectmen,    and   the   support   and   assistance   of   the   town  employees. 

This  past   year  was  not   a  normal  year   for   the  Town  of  Acton.      This  town 
as  well  as  many   other   communities  has   been   rudely  awakened  by   the  fiscal 
crisis   that  has  hit   our  state.      The   cutback  of   state   reimbursements  has 
substantially  conditioned  our   thinking   toward  doing   for   ourselves  rather 
than  relying   on   the   state  government   to  provide   all  things. 

This   administration  has   strived   for   fiscal   self-reliance   and  has  found 
unlimited   cooperation  from  all   town  department  heads,   boards   and  committees. 
We  have  worked   to  eliminate   any  waste   and   frills   of   local  government  without 
eliminating  basic  services. 


The  preparation  of   the   1978  budget   depicted   the   awareness   of   all  depart- 
ments  of   the  Town's   fiscal  dilemma.      They  have   responded  with  few  or  no 
new  programs,    and  very  few  requests   for   additional  personnel.  Many 
departments   have  kept   their   operating  expenses   at   the   same   level   as  the 
past   two  years.      In   light   of   our   inflationary   economy   this   represents  a 
significant  accomplishment. 
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Despite   the  state  assistance  cutbacks   the  Town  of  Acton  continues   to  be 
Ln  a  healthy  fiscal  condition.      Our  operating   costs   have  been  kept  within 
reasonable  boundaries,    and  we  are  well  within  our  debt   service  limits. 
3ur  major  cost   increases  have  been  in   the   areas   of  pensions,   health  insurance, 
vehicle  fuel  and  utilities.      We  have   strived  where  possible   to  allocate  our 
governmental  costs   to   those  who  directly  benefit.      The   implementation  of  the 
leu  computer   in  the  accounting  department  has  been  a  valuable  aid   in  identi- 
fying areas   of  possible  concern. 

It  has  been     the    policy  of   this   administration  to  be  accessible,  visible 
and  as   responsive  as   it  possibly  can  to   the   citizens   of  Acton.      The  Town 
Manager   continues   to  request   that   citizens  with  difficulties   or  suggestions 
bring   their  concerns   to  his   attention.    This   administration  pledges  to 
perform  its  duties   in  a  manner  that   reflects  high  ethical  and  professional 
standards  . 


I  would   like   to   thank  the  members   of   the  Town  Report  Committee   for  the 
nany  hours   of  work  which  have  gone   into   the  preparation  of   this  Annual 
Report.      Also  I  would   like   to   thank  the  various  volunteer  boards  and 
committees  who  have  provided  untold  hours   of   assistance   to  the  town. 
Iheir  detailed  reports   follow  and  should  be  required  reading  for   all  town 
residents   that  we  may  become  more   aware   of   the   ssrvices   they  provide. 
Finally,   a  special   thank  you  to  Ruth  Bailey  and  Christine  Joyce  whose 
clerical  assistance  has  made  things  run  smoothly  in  the  Manager's  Office. 


(Town  Mgr.    Chris  Farrell  and  his  Assistant,   Joe  Nevins) 


Board  of  Seloctmon 


In   1976  Acton's   annual   town  meeting  was  held   in  April   for  the 
first   time   on   three  consecutive  evenings.      At   this  meeting  because 
of  decreased   State  reimbursements   to   the   town  and   increased  inflation, 
the   Board  of   Selectmen  recommended  no  new  personnel  and  no  new  pro- 
grams   in   the   operating  budget   of    the   town.      However,    the   town  meeting 
voted   favorably   on   three   articles  which  will  have   a  considerable 
impact   on   the   town's   future.      A  Waste  Water  Management   Study  was 
funded  with  $70,000.      Since   that   time  the  Waste  Water  Management 
Committee,    the  Board   of   Selectmen  and   the  Planning  Board  have  been 
working   together  and  at   this   time  are  waiting  for   state  and  federal 
approvals   on  the  scope  of  work  so   that   the   contract  may  be  awarded. 
At   the  same  meeting  money  was   appropriated   for   the   continued  upgrad- 
ing  of    the   existing   sludge   disposal  beds. 

With   two   land  purchases   and   the  acceptance   of   a  gift   of  adjacent 
land,    all   in  Acton  Center,    the   town  meeting   approved   the  Conservation 
Commission's  plan   to   acquire  approximately   37   acres   of    land   in  Acton 
Center   for   its   first   step   in   establishing   an  Acton  Center  Park. 

On  April   20    the   Board   of    Selectmen  reorganized   as  follows: 
Joan  Gardner,    Chairman,    Julia   Stevens,   Vice-Chairman ,   Alfred  Steinhauer, 
Clerk  and  members   John  Loring  and   Stephen  Lewis. 

In  May   the   long   awaited   ambulance   arrived   and   the  emergency  medical 
technicians  began   to   implement   the  plan   for   emergency  service  which  the 
town  had   adopted   under   G.L.    Chapter    111-C   the  year   before.      The  Board 
has   received  many   letters   in  which   citizens  who  have  had   to  use  this 
service   praise   the   men  and    their  professional  approach   in  providing  the 
most   efficient   emergency  medical  attention. 
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On  June  7  a  special  town  meeting  drew  large  attendance  In  re- 
sponse to  the  article  calling  for  a  dog  leash  law.     This  article  was 
defeated . 

Chauncey  Fenton  was  appointed  police  chief  on  June  22.     He  had 
been  acting  chief  for  a  year  and  has  been  a  member  of  the  Acton  Police 
Department  for  twenty-five  years. 

The  second  special  town  meeting  was  held  on  August  9.     Money  was 
appropriated  to  make  repairs  to  the  Gates  School  and  the  Police  Station. 
Funding  was  also  approved  for  rewriting  the  zoning  bylaw. 

Throughout  the  year  the  Board  of   Selectmen  has  met  with  all  boards 
and  committees  to  discuss  their  plans  and  programs.     The  Board  of 
Assessors  has  begun  implementing  plans  for  a  program  of  revaluation 
which  will  be  effective  on  January  1,  1978. 

The  Board  discovered  how  difficult  it  is  to  give  away  town  prop- 
erty but  by  September  the  Board  and  the  Acton  Historical  Society  were 
in  agreement  over  the  conditions  of  the  deed  for  the  Todd/Hosmer 
House.     Renovations  are  now  underway  by  a  very  enthusiastic  committee 
of  the  Society. 

The  Permanent  Building  Committee  continued  to  meet  with  the 
architect  and  the  Board  of   Selectmen  to  discuss  sites  and  plans  for 
a  future  Town  Hall. 

A  number  of  meetings  were  held  with  the  Council  On  Aging  to  discuss 
problems  and  programs  for  the  elderly.     We  are  delighted  with  the  work 
of  the  Council,   the  Transportation  Committee  and  a  number  of  businessmen 
in  Acton  who  are  now  providing  bus  service  so  that  the  elderly  may 
get  to  the  shopping  centers. 

The  most  time-consuming  topic  of  the  year  seemed  to  be  the  sign 
bylaw.     Many  meetings  were  held  with  the  Building  Commissioner,  the 
Planning  Board  and  the  Acton  Business  and  Professional  Association  to 
discuss  the  enforcement  of  the  grandfather  clause.     This  activity 
culminated  in  the  third  special  town  meeting  of   the  year,   in  November, 
when  the  Acton  Business  and  Professional  Association  presented  an 
amendment  to  the  bylaw  which  would  allow  signs   in  existence  before 
the   1972  bylaw  to  remain.     This  amendment  passed.     Presently  the 
Board  of  Selectmen,   the  Planning  Board,   the  Building  Commissioner  and 
the  Acton  Business  and  Professional  Association  are  working  on  a 
revised  sign  bylaw  to  be  presented  at  the  next  annual  town  meeting. 
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December   is  budget  month  and   the  board   again  met  with  all  boards 
and   committees   and   department   heads    to  discuss  budget   requests.  This 
year    the   budget  process   went  very   smoothly  as   a  result   of    the  efforts 
of   Christopher  Farrell,    Town  Manager   and  Roy  Wetherby,    Town  Accountant 
Wilth  an  appropriation  from   town  meeting   the   25   year   old  accounting 
machine  was   replaced  with  a   Burroughs   B-700.      The   Board   of  Selectmen 
appreciate   the  many   long  hours  Mr.    Roy  Wetherby,    Town  Accountant, 
worked   to  make    the   transition  go   so   smoothly.      As   a   result  closer 
financial   control   is  possible   and   budgeting   is  more  efficient. 


This   year,    in   contrast  with   last   year,   was   relatively  stable. 
The   Board   of    Selectmen   thanks    the   following  people  who  resigned  in 
the   course   of    the   year   for    th  hours   of   hard  work  on  behalf   of  the 
town.      Acton  needs   the   continued   support   of   volunteers   such  as  these. 
They   include   Betsyann  Newton,    Town  Report   Committee;    Kenneth  Stowell, 
Housing  Authority;    Katherine  Kinsley,    Trustee,    West  Acton  Citizen's 
Library;    Clark  McElvein,    Trustee,   Goodnow  Fund;    Katherine  Meyer, 
Planning   Board;    and  Roger   Heubsch,    Town   Building-Land  Acquisition 
Committee . 


Thomas   Frederick   Stewart   Kennedy,    Superintendent   of  the 
Cemeteries,    retired   this   year   after   51   years   of   service   to   the  town. 
Mr.    Kennedy  was   appointed   Superintendent   of   Cemeteries   in    1939,  when 
he   succeded  his  grandfather,   Fred   W.    Green.      Fred's   devotion   to  the 
town  was   outstanding.      If   you  add   the   years   he   served   as   a   call  fire- 
man,  member   of    the   police   force,    trustee   of    the  Acton  Fireman's  Relief 
Fund,    Constable,   Member   of    the  Archives  Committee,   member   of  the 
Advisory   Committee   on   the    1975   Celebration  and  Veterans'    Burial  Agent 
Fred   gave    194!    years   of    service    to   the    town.      At   his   last  budget  pres- 
entation Fred   did   not    look  back   on  his   contributions   but  was  looking 
ahead    to   future   land   acquisitions  and   development   plans   for  the 
cemeteries.      Acton  has  been   fortunate   to  have  had   the   talent  and 
service   of  many   people    in  her   history,    but   certainly  Fred  Kennedy 
is   unique   in  years   and  variety   of  service. 
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The   Board   of   Selectmen  appreciates   the   professional  approach 
of    all  Department   heads   in   a   tightening   financial   situation  and  the 
hours   of   devoted  work  by   the  volunteer   boards  and   committees  who  all 
contribute    to  making  Acton   the   kind   of    town   in  which  we   enjoy  living 
and  working.      We   look  forward   to   a   continued   cooperative   effort  to 
provide   the   citizens   of   Acton  with   the   services   of    town  government. 

JOAN   N.    GARDNER,  Chairman 

JULIA  D.    STEVENS,      Vice  Chairman 
ALFRED   F.    STE INHAUER ,  CLERK 
STEPHEN   G.  LEWIS 
JOHN   H.  LORING 


Board   of  Selectmen 


TOWN  OFFICIALS  AND  APPOINTMENTS 


ELECTED   TOWN  OFFICERS 


MODERATOR 


SELECTMEN 


John  W.  Putnam 

Alfred  F.  Steinhauer 
Joan  N.  Gardner 
Stephen  G.  Lewis 
John  H.  Loring 
Julia  D.  Stevens 

LOCAL  AND  REGIONAL  SCHOOL  COMMITTEES 
♦Griffith  L.   Resor,  III 
**Anne  H.  Ridley 
James  T.  O'Rourke 
Robert  Evans,  Jr. 
Norman  D.  Lake 
Francis  M.   Joyner,  Jr. 
Alice  E.  Klemmer 


TRUSTEES   OF  MEMORIAL  LIBRARY 


Nancy  K.  Gerhardt 
Judy  R.  Williams 
Nancy  C.  Howe 


♦Resigned 
♦♦Replaced 
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Term 
Exp  ires 


ACTON  HOUSING  AUTHORITY 

*Kenneth  C.    Stowell  1977 

**Paul  G.   Der  Ananian   

Thomas   J.    Ahern,   Jr.  1978 

Patience  H.   MacPherson  1978 

Robert  J.    Storella  1980 

Ann  M.   Courtright  1981 

TRUSTEES   OF   ELIZABETH  WHITE  FUND 

Hazel  P.   Vose  1977 

Eleanor  P.   Wilson  1978 

Helen  B.   Allen  1979 

TRUSTEES   OF  ACTON  FIREMEN'S  RELIEF  FUND 

Frederick  A.   Harris  1977 

H.    Stuart  MacGregor  1978 

James   B.   Wilson  1979 

TRUSTEES   OF   ACTON  FIREMEN'S  RELIEF  FUND 

T.    Frederick  S.   Kennedy  1977 

John  F.   McLaughlin  1978 

Richard  A.   Lowden  1979 

TRUSTEES   OF   CHARLOTTE  L.    G00DN0W  FUND 

James  N.   Gates  1977 

*Clark  C.   McElvein  1978 

Thelma  L.    Boatman  1979 

TRUSTEES   OF   THE   CITIZENS  LIBRARY  ASSOCIATION 
OF  WEST  ACTON 

Betty  L.    Boothby  1977 

*Katherine  Mary  Kinsley  1978 

**Corinne  Merkh   

Marie  G.   Reid  1979 

APPOINTMENTS  MADE   BY  MODERATOR 

FINANCE  COMMITTEE 

**Matt  L.   Mleziva  1977 

*Theodore  Jarvis  1977 

William  L.   Kingman  1977 

Louise  G.   Malcolm  1977 

Thornton  Schoch  1978 

Mary  A.   McCarthy  1978 

Donald  F.   McGuiness  1978 

Gerald  W.   Portyrata  1979 

James  J.   McPadden  1979 

David  T.    Barrat  1979 


*Res  igned 
**Replaced 
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Term 
Exp  ires 


REGIONAL  REFUSE  PLANNING  COMMITTEE 

Oscar  Kress  1977 

MINUTEMAN  REGIONAL  VOCATIONAL  TECHNICAL  SCHOOL 
DISTRICT  COMMITTEE 

Charles  E.   Courtright  1978 

APPOINTMENTS  MADE   BY  SELECTMEN 

ADVISORY   COMMITTEE   ON   SOLID  WASTE  MANAGEMENT 

Alan  Merrill  1977 

ADVISORY  COMMITTEE  ON  TRANSPORTATION 

Harry  B.    Berkshire  1977 

Donald  P.   Felt  1977 

**Ann  Fanton  1977 

*Mary  Louise  Longcope  1977 

*John  B.    Barber  1977 

ARCHIVES  COMMITTEE 

Minetta  D.    Lee  1979 

T.    Frederick  S.   Kennedy  .  1977 

Joyce  D.   Woodhead  1978 

BOARD  OF  APPEALS 

Harold  W.   Flood  1977 

Herman  Vanderwart  1978 

Edward  G.    Schwarm  1979 

ASSOCIATE  MEMBERS 

*Lea  B.    Pendleton  1978 

John  F.   Pasieka  1978 

COMPUTER  ADVISORY  COMMITTEE 

George  0.   Gardner  1978 

Paul  M.   Wexelblat  1978 

Lelah  M.   Willoughby  1978 

Julius  L.   Marcus  1978 


*Resigned 
**Rep laced 
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Warden 

Deputy  Warden 
Clerk 

Deputy  Clerk 
Inspec  tors 
Deputy  Inspectors 
Tellers 


Warden 

Deputy  Warden 
Clerk 

Deputy  Clerk 
Inspectors 
Deputy  Inspectors 
Tellers 


Warden 

Deputy  Warden 
Clerk 

Deputy  Clerk 
Inspectors 
Deputy  Inspectors 
Tellers 


ELECTION  OFFICERS 
Precinct  1 

Irene  G.  McLaughlin 
John  F.  McLaughlin 
Barbara  M.  Mulvey 
Violet  Perry 

Barbara  Nylander,  Margaret  Schene 
Theresa  M.    Carrol,   Gail  J.  Roche 
Frances  L.    Collins,   Nancy  Anne  Gilbert! 
Lela   Balcolm,   Frances  Hirsch, 
Mona  V.   Melymuka,   Nancy  L.  Miller 

Precinct  2 

Margaret  Larsen 
Elsie  T.  Winslow 
Bertha  Carr  Tucker 
Irene  Young 

Martha  I.   Lowden,   Barbara  V.  Woodward 
Hazel  P.   Vose,   Helen  M.  Young 
Ruth  R.   Phelps,  Marianne  Varno 
Charlotte  E.   Wetherbee,   Joan  E.  Nelson 
Jean  Ann  Dingee,   Lorraine  0.  Condon 

Precinct  3 

Barbara  J.  McPhee 
Katherine  E.  Arnold 
Dolores  R.  Nowokunski 
Katheleen  B.  Williams 

Clare  V.  Peterson,   Elizabeth  Charter 
Genevieve  L.   Hatch,   Lydia  Lesure 
Esther  Perry,   Anna  G.  Mahar 
Marian  J.  Meigs,   Janet  Bubier 
Dorothy  L.    Harding,   Barbara  E.  Neagle 


CONSERVATION   COMMISSION  EASEMENT  AD   HOC  COMMITTEE 
Joyce  E.  Foley 
Margaret  B.  Kinzie 
Lorens  A. A.  Persson 

HISTORIC  DISTRICT   STUDY  COMMITTEE 
Gladys   S.  Wootton 
Robert  N.  Nylander 
William  Klauer 


Term 
Expires 
1977 
1977 
1979 
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Term 

LOCAL  GROWTH  POLICY  COMMITTEE  Expires 

John  R.   Folsom  1977 

Guy  H.    Hutchings  1977 

Mary  R.   McCarthy  1977 

Anne  H.   Ridley  1977 

William  C.    Sawyer  1977 

Robert  A.    Sundberg  1977 

Donald  C.   White  1977 

PERSONNEL  BOARD 

John  L.    Bush,   Jr.  1977 

Margaret  Farrell  1978 

Donald  MacKenzie  1978 

Richard  P.    O'Brien  1979 

Henry  M.    Young  1979 

PLANNING  BOARD 

Charles  W.    Burnham  1977 

Joyce  E.    Foley  1978 

*Katherine  A.   Meyer  1979 

**Lea  B.    Pendleton  1979 

Allen  W.    Blankinship  1980 

William  R.    Becklean  1979 

REGISTRAR  OF  VOTERS 

Warren  E.    Costello  1977 

Elizabeth  A.    Barbadoro  1978 

David  E.   Driscoll  1979 

TOWN  ACCOUNTANT 

W.    Roy  Wetherby  1978 

TOWN  MANAGER 

Christopher  J.   Farrell  1978 

WASTE  WATER  MANAGEMENT  ADVISORY  COMMITTEE 

Daniel  J.    Costello  1977 

John  W.    Guswa  1977 

Richard  H.    Rogers  1977 

Alan  K.    Wong  1977 

APPOINTMENTS  MADE   BY   TOWN  MANAGER 
REQUIRING   APPROVAL   OF   THE   BOARD   OF  SELECTMEN 

BOARD   OF  ASSESSORS 

Richard  W.    Remmy  1979 

Lorens  A.    A.    Persson  1977 

David  J.    Allen  1978 


*Re  s  igned 
**Rep laced 
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CONSERVATION  COMMISSION 


Brewster  Conant 
Judith  A.  Clark 
Donald  C.  White 
Edward  A.  Chambers 
Ann  W.  Chang 
Dorothy  B.  Stonecliffe 
Joseph  D.  Guertin 

Robert  H.  Nylander 
Stanley  L.  Smith 
Marian  E.   H.  Houghton 
William  Klauer 
Anita  E.  Dodson 

Charles  M.  MacRae 


HISTORICAL  COMMISSION 


TOWN  CLERK 


TOWN  COUNSEL 


Acheson  H.    Callaghan,  Jr. 

TOWN  TREASURER  AND  COLLECTOR 


Daniel  J.  Breslin 

Robert  L.  Caldwell 
Charles  D.  Kadison 
Hugh  J.  Talbot 
Cornelia  0.  Huber 
*Lydia  R.  Lesure 
**William  L.  Ryan 
Marilu  G.  Nowlin 
Hayden  A.  Duggan 


YOUTH  COMMISSION 


Term 
Exp  ires 
1979 
1979 
1979 
1977 
1978 
1978 
1978 

1979 
1979 
1977 
1978 
1978 

1977 

1977 

19  7  7 

1977 
1977 
1977 
1978 
1978 
1978 
1978 
1979 


APPOINTMENTS  MADE   BY  TOWN  MANAGER 

ADMINISTRATIVE  ASSISTANT  TO  THE  TOWN  MANAGER 
Joseph  W.  Nevins 


Ralph  E.  Dodge 

Donald  R.  Gilbert! 

Edwin  Richter 

Dr.   David  Ogrodnick 

♦Resigned 
**Rep laced 


_ 


ASSISTANT  ASSESSOR 


BOARD   OF  HEALTH 


1977 

1977 

1977 
1978 
1979 


Term 

BUILDING   COMMISSIONER  Expires 

Don  P.    Johnson  1977 

CEMETERY  COMMISSIONERS 

Howard  F.    Jones  1979 

Charles   F.    Putnam  1977 

Harland   E.    Tuttle  1978 

CONSTABLES 

David  J.    Allen  1977 

Frederick  J.    Hryniewich  1977 

T.    Frederick  S.    Kennedy  1977 

Charles   A.   Morehouse  1977 

Roberts   S.    Rhodes  1977 

SPECIAL   CONSTABLE   FOR   ENFORCEMENT   OF   WETLANDS    PROTECTION  ACT 

Bruce  M.    Stamski  1977 

CON STABLE- SPECIAL-DEPUTY  COLLECTOR 

Frederick  Perry  1977 

COUNCIL   ON  AGING 

Joseph   S.   Mercurio  1977 

James  H.    Sargent,    Jr.  1977 

Geraldine  H.    Reynolds  1977 

Minetta  D.    Lee  1977 

Charles   H.    Tarr  1977 

Ethel  Mitchell   Smith  1977 

Ann   T.    Staples  1977 

Margaret   L.    Squatriglia  1977 

Barbara   Tannuzzo    (Advisory  Member)  1977 

DEPUTY   DIRECTOR   OF   CIVIL  DEFENSE 

Robert   H.    Guba  1977 

DEPUTY   BUILDING  INSPECTOR 

David   F.    Abbt  1977 

DEPUTY   FOREST  WARDEN 

Edward   Belmont  1977 

Donald  F.    Copeland  1977 

Clarence  G.    Frost  1977 

DEPUTY   INSPECTOR  OF   GAS   PIPING  AND  GAS 
APPLIANCES 

Warren  E.    Berais  1977 

DEPUTY    INSPECTOR   OF  WIRES 

Lawrence   I.    Tucker  1977 

DEPUTY   SEALER   OF   WEIGHTS   &  MEASURES 

Alan  Wilson   Saunders  1977 


DIRECTOR   OF   CIVIL  DEFENSE 

Donald   W.  Macaulay 


1977 
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Steven  Calichman 

Patrick  Palmer 

David  Abbt 

James  Kazokas 

William  J.    Durkin,  Jr. 

Malcolm  S.  MacGregor 
Edward  Belmont 


DIRECTOR   OF   PUBLIC  HEALTH 


DOG  OFFICER 


FENCE  VIEWER 


FIELD  DRIVER 


FIRE  CHIEF 

FIREMEN 
(Standing  Appointments) 
Clarence  G.  Frost 
David  Spinney 


Term 
Exp  ires 
1977 

1977 

1977 

19  77 
1977 

19  77 


Donald  Copeland 


Lt.    Officer   in   charge   of   Fire  Prevention  Bureau 

Robert   C.  Craig 


Firef  ighters 


Forrest   Emerson  Bean,  III 
Edward  M.  Bennett 
Timothy  Blaisdel 
David  Calkins 
Bernard  Caouette 
Wayne  Arthur  Decker 
Milton  Hart 

Clifford  Kenneth  Hicks 

Stephen  Huntly 

James   Stephen  Kessler 

William  Klauer 

David  G.  Nichols 

Joseph  Conquest 

George  Williams,  III 

Richard  Gallant 


Ronald  Calkins 
Stephen  G.  Collins 
Alan   B.  Davis 
William  Hartman 
Charles  F.  Hebert 


CALL  FIREMEN 

FIREFIGHTERS 

Station 


,  Acton  Center 
Mark  Deloury 

Scott  Vanderhoof 

Walter  R.  Pearson 

Warren  J.  Mallard 

Fisher  Hills,  Jr. 


Howard   J .  Pattee 
Timothy  Pattee 
Malcolm  Perkins 
William  M.  Primiano 
Carl  Robinson 
Peter  Alan  Robinson 
Paul  Simeone 
Wm  H .    Soar,  Jr. 
John  Tobin 
Robert  Wetherbee 
Charles  Sweet 
Brent  Wheeler 
James  Young 
Bruce  Vinal 

Carl  Simeone 


Richard  O'Leary 
Robert  W.    Reynolds,  Jr 

Gordon  Smart 

Richard  Swenson 

Robert  Vanderhoff 


South  Acton 


John  Bushek 
Charles  E.  Day 
Carl  R.  Gertz 
Frederick  Harris 
Charles  Hillman 
James  Patton 


Arthur  Decker 
Steven  Foote 
Michael  Smith 


Malcolm  S.  MacGregor 


James  Fenton 
Gordon  Robinson 
Kenneth  E.  Graves 
Joseph  Lenox,  111 
Derek  Oldham 
Richard  Lowden 

West  Acton 

W.   Brian  Richter 
Keith  A.  Robinson 
Hayden  Duggan 

FOREST  WARDEN 


INSPECTOR  OF  ANIMALS 


Patrick  Palmer 


INSPECTOR  OF  GAS  PIPING  &  GAS  APPLIANCES 
Joseph  G.  Perry 


Leslie  F.  Parke 


INSPECTOR  OF  WIRES 


KEEPER  OF  THE  LOCKUP 


Chauncey  R.   Fenton,  Jr. 

METROPOLITAN  AREA  PLANNING  COUNCIL 
William  C.  Sawyer 

PERMANENT  BUILDING  COMMITTEE 

Edward  L.  Morrill 
Thomas  J.   Regan,  Jr. 
Peter  L.  Morbeck 
Donald  M.  Perkins 
James  A.  Kazokas 

POLICE  DEPARTMENT 
(Civil  Service  -  Standing  Appointments) 

Chief 


Allen  Nelson 

James  Puffer 

Robert  W.  Puffer,  III 

Alan  Waters 

Stewart  Kennedy 

George  Wetherbee,  Jr. 


Bruce  Stamski 

Francis  Malson 

Stephen  Tolman  (omitted 

previous  year 


1977 
1977 
1977 
1977 
1977 
1979 


1979 
1979 
1977 
1978 
1978 


Chauncey  R.   Fenton,  Jr. 

Robert   S.  Rhodes 
John  T.  McNiff 

Bernard  W.  Harrison 
Richard  A.  Gervais 


Sergeants 
George  W.  Robinson 
Robert  L.  Parisi 

Patrolmen 
George  Dristilaris 
Joseph  P.  Sansone 


Robert  P.  MacLeod 


William  N.  Hayes 
Ronald  E.  Johnson 
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Patrolmen 

Donald  M.    Bresnick  Calvin  Homer   0' Coin 

Thomas   J.    Rogers  Lawrence  A.  Dupont 

Albert   James   Crowley  Paul  V.  McGovern 

Stephen  McCarthy  Paul  J.  Cogan 

Permanent  Intermittent 

Spero  J.  Cretokos 

Special  Officers 
Guard   at  W.R.    Grace  Co. 

Edmond  Daigneault 

Matrons 

June  Carney  Muriel   B.    Flannery  Marjory  J.  Davis 


Natacha  MacGregor 

Term 

PUBLIC   CEREMONIES   &   CELEBRATIONS  COMMITTEE  Expires 

Robert   Ingram  1979 

Patricia  McMillan  1979 

Nancy   Barlow  1979 

Walter  Laite  1977 

Richmond  Miller,    Jr.  1977 

Martha   Steeves  1977 

David   H.    Donaldson  1978 

Roger  M.    Huebsch  1978 

E.    Wilson  Bursaw  1978 


PUBLIC  WEIGHERS 

1977 
1977 
1977 
1977 
1977 
1977 
1977 
1977 
1977 
1977 

RECREATION  DIRECTOR 


Thomas   H.    Haggerty  1977 

RECREATION  COMMISSION 

Beatrice   C.    Perkins  1979 

Carol  Mahoney  1979 

Charles   A.   Morehouse  1977 

Deven  L.    Scott  1978 

*Robert   L.    Caldwell  1978 


Brian  R.  Goodman 
Dennis  Thompson 
Charles   Leo  Coggins 
Robert   L.  Cowen 


William  J.    Durkin,  Jr. 
Bernard  W.  Harrison 
Robert   S.  Rhodes 
George  W.  Robinson 
Paul  M.    Wagner,  Jr. 
Alan  C.  Wagner 
Arthur  P.  Genetti 
James   A.  Barbato 
Robert  M.  Greenough 
Robert   C.  Nickerson 


*Res  igned 
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RECREATION  COMMISSION 
**William  P.    Avril  1978 
**Res  igned 

SEALER   OF   WEIGHTS   &  MEASURES 
George   K.    Hayward  1977 

STREET  LIGHTING  COMMITTEE 

Booth  D.    Jackson  1977 

H.    Stuart  MacGregor  1977 

Leslie  F .   Parke  1977 

SUPERINTENDENT   OF  CEMETERIES 
T.    F.    Stewart   Kennedy  1977 

SUPERINTENDENT   OF  STREETS 
Allen  H.    Nelson  1977 

SUPERINTENDENT   OF   INSECT   PEST  CONTROL 
Franklin  H.    Charter  1977 

TOWN  BUILDING-LAND  ACQUISITION 

David  Abbt  1977 

Michael  G.    Rosenbaum  1977 

Richmond  P.    Miller,    Jr.  1977 

Joseph  W.    Stevens  1977 

SEWERAGE   STUDY  COMMITTEE 
Daniel  J.    Costello  1977 
David  A.   Manalan  1977 

TOWN  ENGINEER 

Ralph  W.    Herrick,    Jr.  1977 

TOWN   FOREST  COMMITTEE 
Emery  D.    Nelson  1977 
Franklin  H.    Charter  1977 

TOWN   REPORT  COMMITTEE 

Nollie  Srivastava 
Michael  Kolowich 
Katharine  Kolowich 
Lee  Barber 

TREE  WARDEN 

Franklin  H.    Charter  1977 

VETERANS'    AGENT   &   DIRECTOR  OF  VETERANS'  SERVICES 
Charles  M.    MacRae  1977 

VETERANS'    BURIAL  AGENT 
Charles  M.   MacRae  1977 

VETERANS'    GRAVES  OFFICER 
T.    Frederick  S.    Kennedy  1977 
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Term 


WORKMEN 1 S   COMPENSATION  AGENT 

Expi 

Thprnn    A.  Louden 

19  77 

AUXILIARY  FIREFIGHTERS 

James  Boothroyd 

1977 

Timothy  J.  Carrell 

1977 

David  Eddy 

1977 

Gary  Finneault 

1977 

Kenn  Hicks 

1977 

William  G.  Hartman 

1977 

David  Hillman 

1977 

Jeff  Hillman 

1977 

Robert  W.  Ingram 

1977 

Donald  Macaulay 

1977 

James  V.  McPadden 

1977 

Dean  Melanson 

1977 

Wesley  Mowry 

1977 

Eric  Nelson 

1977 

Charles  Nevala 

1977 

William  S.  Oakland 

19  7  7 

11 1  L  U  a  C  1      O  •       JU11  L.  11 

1977 

Scott   D  Vanderhoof 

19  77 

i-'  a.  v  _l  *wi      u  a  i  i>  y 

1977 

AUXILIARY  POLICE  OFFICERS 

Carl  Adams 

1977 

Robert  J.  Anestis 

1977 

Jonathan  Benson 

1977 

Mathew  C.  Benson 

1977 

Dean  Charter 

1977 

Frank  DiMase 

1977 

Alan  Hamilton 

1977 

David  Hryniewich 

1977 

Thomas  Jones 

1977 

Raymond  LaRoche 

1977 

Eric  L.  Larson 

1977 

Charles  Priest 

1977 

Bruce  Smith 

1977 

Kenneth  Sundberg 

1977 

Tom  Ireland 

1977 

James  V.  McPadden 

1977 

Richard  Rosengard 

1977 

Rice  C.  Wolf 

1977 

Norman  A.  Grekula 

1977 

Ann  Flanagan 

1977 
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Town  Services 
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Board  of  Appoals 

H.    W.    Flood  -  Chairman 

Edward  G.    Schwann  -   Clerk  Lea  B.    Pendleton  -  Associate 

Herman  Vanderwart     -  Member  John  F.   Pasieka  -  Associate 

The  Board  of  Appeals  had  an  unsuually  busy  year  due   to   the  Selectmen's 
decision   to   enforce   the  Acton  Sign  Bylaw  as   passed  by   the   Annual  Town 
Meeting   in   1972.      A  total   of    38   hearings   concerning   the   continuing   use  of 
signs   outlawed  by   the   1972   law  were   scheduled   and  held.      The  'grandfather' 
provisions   of   the  bylaw  were  amended  by   the  vote   of   the   Special  Town 
Meeting   of   November   15,    1976,    thereby  making   a  number   of    the  decisions 
of   the   Board  moot   or   otherwise  inapplicable. 


The   Board,   when  holding  public  hearings   and  particularly  when  the 
subject   is   a  controversial   one,    is   often  asked   to  withhold  favorable 
action  from  a  petitioner  because   of   alleged   infractions   of  previous  per- 
mits  or  of   other  Town  or  State  rules   or  regulations.      The   Board   of  Appeals, 
while   it  may   consider   such   information  in  making   its   decision,   has  no 
enforcing   or  police  authority.      Such  policing  must   be   initiated  by  the 
Board  of   Selectmen,   who  have   the  direct  responsibility  for  enforcement 
of    the   Zoning   Bylaws,    the   Earth  Removal   Bylaw  and   the   Sign  Bylaw. 

This   Board  believes   that   any   citizen,    observing   a  violation   of  these 
bylaws,    should   consider   it   a  personal   obligation   to  notify   Town  Hall  so 
that   appropriate   actions   can  be   taken  before   irreparable   harm  is  done. 
To  bring   such   complaints   to  a  public  hearing  without  having  first 
requested   action  by   the   Board  of    Selectmen   does   not   expedite   action  to 
resolve   the  problem. 

In   1976,    61  public  hearings  were   scheduled.      There  were  no  cases 
pending  from  1975   and   2   cases  still  unresolved  at  year  end.      Of   this  total 
of   61   cases,    27   cases  were  withdrawn   or  dismissed  without   action,  mostly 
as   a   result   of    the  November   15,    1976   action  amending   the  Acton   Sign  Bylaw. 
Of    those   remaining,    20   cases,    or   70%,   were   decided   in  favor   of  the 
petitioner.      In  summary: 


Granted     Denied     Dismissed     Pending  Total 

Petitions   for  Review 

Signs.  5                  4                20                  0  29 

Others  0                  2                  10  3 

Var  iances 

Signs  14                  4                  0  9 

Others  11                  1                  0                  1  13 

Specific   Uses   and   Exceptsions  0                  10                  1  2 

Flood   Plain  Zoning  10                  10  2 

Earth  Removal  2                  0                  10  3 

Comprehensive  Permits  0  0  0  0  0_ 


Total  20  12  27  2  61 


Building  Committee 
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During  1976  the  Acton  Permanent  Building  Committee  worked  on  the  following 
proj  ects : 


Regional  High   School  Addition 


All   claims   for   this   project  were   settled   and  paid  with   the  exception 
of   the   one   concerning   the   repair   of   the   cantilever  portion   of   the  academic 
wing.      Eighteen   thousand   dollars,    owed   the  General   Contractor   is   being  held 
in   escrow  pending   legal  resolution. 


McCar thy-Towne  School 

Construction  of    the   renovations   and   additions  which  began   late  in 
1975  was   completed   in  October   1976,   nearly   four  months   ahead   of  schedule. 
This  was  by   far   the  most   satisfactory   construction  project   in   recent  years. 


Bonds   for   the  project,  maturing 
1976   at   an  interest   rate   of    4.2%.  Of 
approximately   $17,000   remains   in  the 
furnishings . 


in  10  years,   were  sold  on  December  1, 
the   $750,000  total  project  bond  issue 
account   for  purchase   of   equipment  and 


State  Aid   for   the  project,    from   the   School   Building  Assistance  Fund 
was   granted   in   the   estimated  amount   of  $508,000. 

Gates    School  Fire 


A  fire   at   the  Gates    School  in  June   required   repairs  which  under  state 
law  had   to  be  done   as   a   regular  building  project,    even   though   covered  by 
insurance.      Repairs  were   completed   late   in   the  year   at   a   cost   of  slightly 
over   $40,000   all   of   which   is   covered  by   insurance   except   for   a  $5,000.00 
deductible  provision. 

Town  Hall 

The   committee   is   endeavoring    to   complete   the   Town  Hall   Study  by  the 
end   of    1976,    to  present   a   recommendation   at    the   annual   town  meeting. 


Thomas   J.    Reagan,    Jr. ,  Chairman 
Donald  Perkins,  Clerk 
James  Kazokas 
Peter  Morbeck 
Edward  Morrill 
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Cemetery  Commission 

Stewart  Kennedy,  Superintendent 

The  early  spring  enabled  the  Cemetery  Department  to  get  an  early  start 
on  the  general  maintenance,   such  as  raking,   liming  and  fertilizing  the  grounds. 

Woodlawn  Cemetery 

Working  with  the  Town  1976  Celebration  Committee,   the  Betsy  Ross  Flags 
were  placed  in  flag  standards  in  the  Revolutionary  Sections,  both  in  Woodlawn 
and  North  Acton  Cemeteries   for  April  19,  1976. 

The  hot  dry  spell  in  August  created  a  serious  turf  problem.     Several  areas 
were  infested  with  Japanese  Beetles  and  Cinch  Bugs.     Acting  on  the  advice  of 
the  Extension  Service,   the  areas  were  sprayed,   then  raked  and  reseeded. 

A  new  section  that  was  rough-graded  last  year  has  been  completed  this 
year.     This  area  has  been  laid  out  in  approximately  three  hundred  single 
grave  spaces.     There  has  been  greater  demand  for  single  graves  over  the  four 
grave  lots  in  recent  years.      700  feet  of  road  around  this  section  was  coated 
with  hot-top  and  the  edges  along  the  road  were  loamed  and  seeded. 

Under  Capital  Outlay,   a  52-inch  Bunton  Rotary  mower  was  purchased,  thereby 
enabling  the  mowing  of  large  areas  of  grass  quickly  and  saving*  a  lot  of  man-hours 

In  the  Revolutionary  section  a  tree  with  a  circumference  of  99  inches  and 
approximately  80  feet  tall  fell  during  the  high  winds  of  December  13,  1976 
breaking  one  slate  monument.     The  approximate  cost  to  replace  it  would  be 
$4,000.00.     We  hope  to  have  this  monument  repaired.     We  were  very  fortunate 

this  was   the  only  slate  damaged. 

The  department  continued  the  program  of  cleaning  monuments  in  both 
cemeteries  and  the  straightening  of  slate  stones.  Repairs  were  made  on 
several  old  stones   in  the  Revolutionary  sections. 

Under  the  C.E.T.A.   program,  which  is  financed  by  the  government,  we  have 
had  one  man  with  us  since   the  middle  of  the  summer.     This  has  been  a  great 
help   to  the  department  and  several  projects  have  been  completed. 

CAPTAIN  ROBBINS  AREA 

The  split  rail  fence  was  installed  around   the  cellar  hole  after  two  coats 
of  preservative  were  applied.     The  area  was  raked,  mowed,   trimmed  and 
geraniums  were  planted  in  front  of   the  monument. 
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MEMORIAL    CHAPEL,    WOODLAWN  CEMETERY 


The   repairs   of    the  Memorial   Chapel  have   been   completed.      Two   trees  in 
front   of    the   chapel  were   removed   so   that    the   artificial   coping   could  be 
replaced   by   a   granite   coping.      Repairs   were   also  made    to   the   slate  roof. 
The   outside   granite  walls   of    the  main  building  had   a   coat   of  water-proofing 
applied   and   the   inside  woodwork  was   washed   and  waxed.      The   cost   of    the  work, 
about   $14,000.00,   was   covered   by   the   Trustees   of    the   Sarah  A.    Watson  Fund, 
at   no   cost    to   the  town. 


MOUNT   HOPE  CEMETERY 


A  new   section  was   graded,    loamed  ,    seeded   and  made   into   a   single  grave 
section;    a   second   section  was   rough-graded   for   four  grave   lots.      Some  new 
flower  beds   have  been   laid   out   along  with   the   planting   of    shrubs    to   add  to 
the  beaut  if i cation  of    the  cemetery. 

One   of    the  Main  Avenues   has   been  widened   to   conform  with   the  standard 
fourteen  foot  width,    using   about    700   feet   of   hot-top.      In   the   spring  another 
avenue  will  have   a   coat   of  hot-top. 

We  began   cutting   down   some   large  pine   trees   and  brush   in  preparation  for 
developing   a  new   section  which  will  be   laid   out   into   four   grave   lots.  Many 
low  and  worn   spots   in   the   old   section  have   been  greatly   improved   in  appearance 
by   grading,    seeding   and   the   planting   of  shrubs. 

In   the   Spring,    the   Cemetery   Commissioners,    being   concerned   about  rising 
costs,   has   a   survey  made   of   about   forty   cemeteries   in   the   area   to   compare  their 
service   charges   and   lot  prices.      It  was   found   that   the   Acton  rates  were  much 
lower   than  most   of    these   cemeteries,    and   a  new   schedule   of   rates  was  estab- 
lished.     The  new  price   list   is   posted   at   the   Cemetery  Office. 

The   Cemetery  Commissioners  wish   to   call   attention   to   all   lot   owners  the 
following   regulations,   which  were   adopted   three  years   ago:      The  following 
items  will  not  be   allowed:      artificial  flowers,    vigil   lights,    crushed  stone 
or  bark   around  a  monument   or  marker,    glass   or   tin   cans   for   flower  containers, 
and   cement   urns.      Shrubs   are   not   allowed   on   lots   smaller   than  four   grave  lots, 
and   permission  must  be   obtained   from   the  Cemetery   Office   for   planting  shrubs 
on  four  grave   lots.      On   lots  where   shrubs  will  be  planted  an  additional 
perpetual   care  payment   of    $50.00   is   required,    effective  January   1,  1977. 


Pot«ted  flowers  will  be  removed  and  disposed  of  at 
Superintendent  ten  days  following  Memorial  Day  if  they 
the   owners;    usually   they   are  placed   in  beds  within  the 


the  discretion 
are  not  pi  eked 
Ceme  tery . 


of 
up 


the 
by 
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In  June   the   Superintendent   attended   a   three-day  meeting   of    the  New 
England   Cemetery  Association  which  was  held   in  Dixville,   New  Hampshire.  This 
meeting  gave   an  opportunity  to  meet  with   Superintendents   from  all   over  New 
England.      Several  workshops  were  held   discussing  mutual  problems   and  their 
possible   solutions.      Several  equipment   dealers  were  present   and   gave  very 
informative  demonstrations. 


In  December  he  attended  a   three   day  seminar  on  Cemetery  Management  at 
the  University  of   New  Hampshire   in  Durham,    sponsored  by   the  New  England 
Cemetery  Association.      The   cemetery  personnel  have   attended   several  meetings 
in  regards   to   maintenance   of    light  equipment. 


The  Commissioners  would   take  special 
note  of   the   retirement,    on  April   30,  1976, 
of   T.   Frederick  S.    Kennedy  as  Superintend- 
ent of   the   Cemetery  Department  after  fifty- 
one  years   of   service   of  which  thirty-seven 
years  were   as   Superintendent.      In  his 
period   of   service   the   lands  of   the  ceme- 
tery department  have  about   tripled  in 
acreage   and   the  Perpetual  Care  Fund  has 
grown   to  be   a  major   source  of   revenue  for 
cemetery   operations.      We  would   like  to 
express   our   thanks   to  Fred  for  a  job  well- 
done,    and  our  hopes   for  a  happy  period  of 
retirement . 


The  department  wishes   to  express 
its   thanks    to   the   Engineering   and  Highway 
Departments,   as  well  as  all   the   others  who 
have  assisted  us  during   the  year 


Charles   F.  Putnam 
Howard  F.  Jones 
Harlan  E.  Tuttle 

Cemetery  Commissioners 


Council  on  Aging 
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Geraldine  H.    Reynolds,  Chairman 

The  Council   on  Aging   continues   to  be  a  working   town   service   to  the 
over   800   senior   citizens   of   Acton.      It   consists   of   seven  members   and  a 
coordinator.      Meetings,   which   are   open   to   the  public,    are  held   each  second 
Wednesday  of   the  month  at   the  Junior  High   School,   Room   310,   at   7:30  P.M. 
The  Acton  Senior  Citizen  News  provides   information,    and   is  mailed   to  those 
over   60  years   of   age.      The  Council's   telephone   number   is  263-1068. 

A  major  program,   made   available   through  cooperation  with  Acton 
Businessmen,   provides   free   transportation  on  Wednesday  mornings    to  local 
shopping   areas.      Other   trips,    such  as   the  shopping   trip   to   the  Quincy 
Market   in   Boston,    as  well  as   the   recreational   trips   planned  with   the  Golden 
Age   Club   have  been  well  attended. 

Attendance  at   the  Drop-In  Center   located  in   the  West  Acton  Baptist 
Church   continues   to   increase.      Open  two  days   a  week    (Tuesday,    12:30   to  4:00 
and  Thursday,    10:00   to   1:00),    crafts,    games,    exercise   classes   and  educa- 
tional programs   are  just  a  part   of   the  varied  program  offered.      Coffee  and 
refreshments   are   served   at   each  meeting.      A   lunch  program  is   planned   to  be 
put   in  operation  early   in   the  year. 

The   School   lunch  Program,   at   a  cost  of   50   cents   a  meal,    is  available 
at   two   elementary  schools,   Gates   and  Conant.      The  Wheel-A-Meal  Program 
provides   a  hot  meal   and  a   cold  meal  delivered   to  the  homes   of   seniors  who 
are   confined   to   their  homes.     Meals,   prepared  by  Emerson  Hospital,  are 
available   to   those  with  special  dietary  needs. 

Mrs.    Anne   Staples,    Chairman   of   the  Programs   and  Goals  Committee,  has 
outlined  a   series   of   activities   to   augment   the   regular  programs   and  to 
enlarge   the   experience   of   the   Council.      There  have  been  meetings  with  the 
Town  Assessor,   Health  Department,   Youth  Commission,   Transportation  Committee 
Home  Care  Corporation    (Title  VII  Nutrition  Program),    Businessmen's  Associa- 
tion,   and  John  Putnam's   Community  Volunteer  Laboratory. 

The  Council  has  visited  other   councils   in  Fitchburg,   Concord  and 
Maynard.      Several  members  have  attended  classes   and   seminars   dealing  with 
Gerontology.      And   to  aid   in  a  better  understanding   and  working  relation- 
ships with  other   town  boards,   members  have  been  assigned  as  representatives: 
Joseph  Mercurio   to   the  Housing  Authority,   Ethel   Smith   to   the  Transportation 
Committee,    and  Geraldine  Reynolds   to   the  Health  Board. 

Volunteers  who  have  worked  with   the  Council  were   invited   to   an  October 
tea  at   the  home  of  Mrs.    Carol  McCluer.      The  Resale   Shop   of   the  Church  of 
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the  Good   Shepherd  again  sponsored   the  December  Holiday  Banquet.      145  Senior 
attended.      Poinsettias  were  given   to   each   senior   citizen  by   the  Nagog 
Community  Activities  Group.      Given  at   the  Junior   High   School,    the  host, 
Principal   Card,   welcomed   the   senior   citizens   and   a  musical  program  was 
presented . 

The  Council   continues   to   thank  the  many  volunteers   and  groups  who 
have   assisted  us.      We   appreciate   the   advice   and  direction  given   to  us  by 
the   Town  Manager   and   the   Selectmen.      We   invite   participation  by   those  who 
are   interested   in  our  programs  and  urge  you   to  attend   our  meetings.  Vol- 
unteers  are   always   needed.      Please   contact    the   coordinator,    Carol  Lake  at 
263-1068   or   call   the  Chairman  at  263-7392. 

Geraldine   H.    Reynolds,  Chairman 
Ethel   Smith,  Vice-Chairman 
Minetta  Lee,  Treasurer 
James   Sargent,  Secretary 
Joseph  Mercurio 
Anne  Staples 
Margaret  Squatriglia 
Carol   Lake,  Coordinator 


Goodnow  Fund 
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INVESTMENTS 


Concord  Cooperative  Bank  $3,000.00  $3,000.00 

RECEIPTS 

Concord  Cooperative  Bank  168.48  168.48 

EXPENDITURES 


Treasurer  of  the  Acton  Congregational  Church  148.48  148.48 

Town  of  Acton  for  the  perpetual  care  of  the 

Goodnow  Lot  in  Woodlawn  Cemetery  20.00   20 .00 


$  168.48 


Thelma  L.    Boatman,  Tr. 
James  N.  Gates 
Trustees  of   the  Goodnow  Fund 

Elizabeth  White  Fund 

The  trustees  of  the  Elizabeth  White  fund  have  signed  requisitions  to 
the  town  treasurer  totaling  $1,297.47  for  the  entire  year  ending  1976. 


Hazel  P.  Vose 
Eleanor  P.  Wilson 
Helen  B.  Allen 


Growth  Policy  Committee 


The  Growth  Policy  Committee  was   formed   in  February  in  response 
to   the  Massachusetts  Growth  Policy  Development  Act  which  was  passed 
on  December   22,    1975   to  provide  for   the   formulation  of   a  statewide 
growth  and  development  policy.      The   committee's   task  was   to  answer 
various   questions   prepared  by   the  Office   of   State  Planning  (OSP) 
concerning   three  basic   local  policy   issues:      the  present  character 
of   the   town,    the  desired   direction  for   growth  and  development,  and 
the  desirability  of   involvement   in  regional  activities.      There  was 
much  discussion  and  debate  within   the   committee  about   these  issues, 
and   two  public  hearings  were  held   to  solicit   input  from  the  citizens 
of   the   town  on  growth  problems   and  priorities.      A  consensus  was 
reached  on  the   issues,   and   the  Local  Growth  Policy  Questionnaire 
developed  by   the   state  was   finalized   and   sent   to   the  OSP  and  the 
MAPC  during   the  summer. 

The   committee  prepared  a   Summary  Report   in   September,  which 
outlined   the   answers  given  in   the  main  questionnaire.      The  Summary 
Report  presents   the  description  and   impact   of   past   growth,  development 
and   change,    lists   the   town's   assets   and   liabilities,   presents  the 
desired  future   and  recommends   actions   necessary   to  achieve   it,  and 
outlines   the   town's   regional  responsibilities.      A   copy  of  the 
Summary  Report   is   attached,    starting   on  the   following  page. 

In  the  fall   the  committee  answered  a  supplementary  questionnaire 
on  farmland  and   environmental   regulations  prepared  by   the  OSP  and 
then  participated  in  the  development   of    the  Regional  Growth  Policy 
Statement  prepared  by   the  MAPC.      It   is   anticipated   that   the  committee 
will  become   similarly   involved   in   the  preparation  of   the  statewide 
statement  as   it   is   developed  by   the  OSP.      The   committee's   goal  is 
to  maintain  a  maximum  local   involvement   in   the  development   and  imp- 
lementation of   comprehensive,   well-planned   statewide  growth 
policies  which  hopefully  will  provide  a  balance  between  economic 
development   and   environmental   and   community  preservation. 

Anne  Ridley,  Chairman 
Donald  White,  Secretary 
William  Becklean 
Brewster  Conant 
John  Folsom 
Joan  Gardner 
Donald  Gilberti 
Guy  Hutchings 
Mary  McCarthy 
William  Sawyer 
Kenneth  Stowell 
Robert   Sundberg,  Sr. 
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Section  I.      Summary  and  Recommendations. 

It   is  perceived   that   the  Town  will  remain  basically  residential. 
The  residential  growth  will  continue  but  will   level  off   as  available 
buildable   land  suitable  for  housing  diminishes.     As  a  consequence  of 
this,    open  spaces  will  be  reduced.      Industrial  and   commercial  growth 
will  not  be  appreciably  changed.     Deterioration  of   rental  properties 
will  probably  occur  as   ownership   changes  hands.      It   is  anticipated 
that   the   town  will  experience  a  growth  in  its   lower   income  population, 
resulting   in  increased  economic  and   social  problems  and  required  town 
services.      The  availability  of   an  adequate  water  supply  and  the  manage- 
ment  of   the   town  waste  waters  will  pose  a  continuing  problem  as  growth 
continues.      These  may  be   the  ultimate  factors   limiting  growth.  (2:4) 

The  major  goal  of   the  town  of  Acton  is   to  retain  a  community  that 
is   a  good  place   in  which   to   live  by  doing   the  following: 

a.  maintaining   the  residential  character  of   the  community,  its 
open  social  patterns  and  its  well-educated    ,  reasonably 
diverse  citizenry. 

b.  maintaining   the  feeling   of   oppenness,   aesthetic  beauty,  and 
low  density   level  that  comprise  Acton's  rural  character. 

c.  preserving   the  natural  systems  of   the   town   (open  spaces, 
wetlands,    flood  plains)   and  a  clean,   healthful  environment 

d.  maintaining  good   schools  and  adequate  municipal  services  at 
reasonable  cost 

e.  making   it  possible  for  our   senior   citizens   to  continue  living 
in  our  town 

f.  strengthening   the  village  concept 

g.  strengthening  aesthetic  controls  on  commercial  and  industrial 
development 

h.  making   it  possible  for   low  income  residents   to  continue  living 
in  our  town. 

We  believe   that   the  above  goals,   objectives,   and  values  of   the   towns  in 
the  MAPC's  Northwest   Subregion    (Bedford,    Bolton,    Boxboro,  Carlisle, 
Concord,   Lincoln,   Littleton  and  Stow)   are  the  same  as  Acton's  except  for 
the   two   industrial  towns    (Hudson  and  Maynard) .      Their  concern  may  be 
more  economic,   and  our  concern  is   that  they  remain  economically  healthy. 

Our  goal  for   the  state  is   to  maintain  Massachusetts  as  a  good 
place   to   live  by  preserving   the  ability  of   towns   to   control  as  much 
as  possible   their   own  destiny  and  by  doing  what  it   can  to  improve  the 
state's  economic  health,   consistent  with  the  goals   of  environmental 
preservation.  (4:1) 
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The   committee   sees    the  following  as  major   growth  related  issues: 
high   taxes,    adequacy   of    land  use   controls,   water   supply  and  quality, 
waste  water  management,    role   of    industrial   development   in  Acton, 
housing   for   the   elderly,    local   traffic   congestion,    and  potential 
deterioration   of   housing   stock  in  Acton.  (4:2) 

The  Committee   recommends    the   following   steps   to  help   deal  with 
major  growth  related   issues  described.      Included  paranthe tically  are 
those   town   committees  who  would  be   responsible   for   carrying   out  these 
recommenda  tions . 

a.  Waste  Water  Management   -  Make   sure   that   the   201   study  is 
broad   enough   to   cover  more   than  waste  water   disposal  as 
narrowly  defined   and   includes   adequacy   of    land  use  controls, 
such  as   zoning,    septage  disposal  standards,    sanitary  code. 
(Selectmen,    Planning   Board,    Board   of   Health,   Waste  Water 
Study  Committee) 

b.  Housing  -  As   a   town  Acton  should  do  what   it   can  to  meet 

the  continuing  needs   of   all   its   citizens,    including  elderly 
and   low  income  residents.      (Housing  Authority) 

c.  Industrial  Development  -  Re-examine  desirability  of  industrial 
development  in  Acton.  (Selectmen,  Finance  Committee,  Planning 
Board) 

d.  Traff  ic   Circulation  Patterns       Study  with  consideration  of 
possible  revisions   to  relieve  existing   congestion.  (Select- 
men,   Engineering  Department,   with  cooperation  from 
appropriate  state  agencies) 

e.  Potential  Deterioration  of   Housing   Stock  -   Enforce  existing 
health,    safety  and  sanitary  codes.     Develop   a  program  to 
prevent   such  deterioration.      (Selectmen,   Planning  Board, 
Board   of  Health) 

f .  Water   Supply   and   Quality  -   Continue   aggressive  water 
prospecting  add  water   source  protection  programs.  (Water 
District,    Board   of   Health,    Planning   Board,  Conservation 
Commission) 

g.  Alternative  Modes  of  Transportation  -  Study  by  the  town 
(Transportation  Advisory  Committee,  Selectmen,  Planning 
Board) 

h.  Reassessment   of   Undeveloped  Land   -  Develop  measures  to 
minimize  effects  resulting  from  tendency   of  reassessment 
to   force  undeveloped   land   on  market.      (Rlanning  Board, 
Selectmen,    Conservation  Commission) 


i.      Long-Range   Planning-   The  Town  should  develop   an  adequate 
long-range  plan  with  appropriate   zoning  and   land  use 
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regulations,   a  well-planned  program  for  acquisitions  of  land 
or  interests  in  land  for  conservation,  municipal,  recreation 
purposes,  and  the  development  and/or  maintenance  of  adequate 
subsurface  waste  water  disposal  techniques  that  will  hold 
sewering  to  a  minimum.      (Planning  Board,   Conservation  Com- 
mission,  Selectmen,  Recreation  Commission,  Board  of  Health, 
School  Committee,   Town  Building  and  Land  Acquisition  Com- 
mittee) 

(All  recommendations  are  of  equal  importance.)  (4:6) 

Work  should  begin  or  continue  on  all  of   the  above.     Acton  has 
already  identified  many  of   these  problems,   and  in  most   instances  plane 
are  underway  or  study  committees  have  been  formed  in  investigate  the 
problems  and   issues.  (4:7) 

Section  II  Detailed  Statement 


A.     General  Description  of  Past  Growth,  Development  and  Change 

Acton  is  an  outer  suburb  of  Boston,   a  suburb  whose  population 
increased   104%  between  1960  and   1970,   from  7,238  to  14,770. 
The  impact  of  this  change  was  the  rapid  and  apparent  decline 
in  undeveloped  areas  and  an  increase  in  more  densely  developed  areas 
Although  construction  of  new  single-family  units  has  slowed  sig- 
nificantly in  the  last  two  years,   the  population  continues  to 
grow  and  stands  at   18,270,   in   1976.     One  of   the  reasons  for  con- 
tinued growth  is   the  proliferation  of  apartments.     Permitted  in 
general  industrial  and  business-zoned  land  until   1968  and  in 
business   land  from  then  until   1971,   the  number  of  apartments  grew 
from   190  in   1960  to  2,400  in   1976.      Some  900  were  constructed 
after   1971  because  of  "grandfather  clauses."     Their  number  is 
especially  significant   in  view  of   the  fact   that  Acton  has  no 
municipal  sewage  and  some  complexes  require  daily  pumping  of 
septic  systems.     The  ultimate   tax  burden  is  not  yet  known,  but 
each  year   the  number  of   school-aged  children  entering   the  Acton 
Schools  from  apartments   increases.     Additionally,   the  Village  of 
Nagog  Woods,   essentially  a  PUD,   could  ultimately  house  577  families. 

Acton's  first  zoning  bylaw  was  voted  in   1953.     A  Master  Plan 
was  prepared  for  the   town  in   1961,   but  was  never  offered  to  the 
town  for  acceptance.      It  projected  a  saturation  population  of 
40-45,000,   assuming  continued  predominance  of  single-family 
residences  on  *sacre  lots  as  indicated  on  the  original  zoning  map. 
It  also  provided  for  neighborhood  schools  with  neighborhood 
playgrounds  and  such  amenities  as  a  network  of  green  "spines" 
connecting  various  parts  of   the  community.     These  could  have 
provided  open  space  in  residential  areas  or  shopping  centers. 
The  decision,   subsequent   to  the  Master  Plan,   to  build  campus- 
style  schools,   plus   the  rapid  development  of  the  town  during  the 
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next  decade,    eliminated  some   of   those   options.      (The  existence 
of   centrally   located   schools   has  made  possible   a  unique  system 
of   open  enrollment  at   the  elementary   level.      The  educational 
philosophies   of   the  five   schools  differ,   and  parents  have   the  op- 
tion of   selecting   the   school  which  will  most  effectively  meet 
the  needs  of   their  children.) 

The  Master  Plan  recommended   floodplain  zoning  and   a  historic 
district.      Because  of   serious  encroachments   in  the  floodplain 
prior   to   1969,    the   town  voted  a  floodplain  zoning  bylaw.  Since 
then  encroachments  have  not   completely   ceased  because  the 
bylaw  is  a  permissive  one  and  because  of   "grandfather  clause" 
protection.      There   is  no  historic  district  yet,    though  a  study 
commission  exists   to  investigate   the  possibility  of   such  a 
district. 

Availability  of   undeveloped   land  has  been  a  source  of  growth, 
resulting   in  a  loss   of   the   town's  agricultural   land   and,  in 
particular,    the  apple  orchards   that  were  so  prevalent   in  Acton 
at  one  time. 

The  Conservation  Commission  developed  a  Master  Plan  in  the  six- 
ties  and  updated   it  in   1974.      The  Commission  now  holds  7-8% 
of   the   town's   land  and  has  been  aided  by  the   town's  willingness 
to  appropriate   the  funds  for   conservation  purchases.  Passage 
of  a   $6000,000  bonding  authority   in   1974  is  an  example  of 
that  support.     A  community  goal   is   to  retain  the  "rural 
character"   of   the  town.     The  fact   that   open  spaces   still  remain 
enables   the  Commission  to  help   the  community  achieve   that  goal. 
An  other   large  acreage  of   land  is   owned  by   the  Acton  Water 
District  (2%). 

Acton  has   adopted  a  more  comprehensive  year-round  recreation 
program  with  a  full-time  director.     The  Great  Hill  Conservation- 
Recreation  area  of   185  acres. was  a  major  acquisition  for  the 
town  and,   when  fully  developed,  will  provide  areas  for  passive 
recreation,   playing  fields,   picnic  areas,   and   tennis  courts. 

Housing  for   the  elderly  remains  a  problem.     A  Housing  Authority 
for   the  Elderly  was  established   in   1970,   but  has  yet   to  con- 
struct its   first  units.      Its   application  for  a  comprehensive 
permit   for   the  Elm  Court   site  was  rejected  by   the   local  Board 
of  Appeals,    then  upheld  by   the  Housing  Appeals  Court  and  the 
Superior  Court,   and  was   further  delayed  by  the  lack  of  state 
money  available  for  new  housing  projects.     Except  for  the 
existence  of   some  rental  subsidies,   subsidized  housing  for 
persons   of   low  income  is  unavailable. 

Shopping  centers  are  abundant.      In  general,   residents  regard  the 
availability  of   shopping   centers  as  a  plus,    though  not  all  of 
the  centers  have  been  well   located   or  successful.      Route  2A, 


strip-zoned   for  business,    contains   in  addition   to   an  over- 
abundance  of   apartments,   many  businesses,    ranging  from 
fairly   unattractive   to   tastefully  attractive.      Business  located 
primarily   along   2A  and   at   the   intersection   of   Routes    111  and 
27   has   generated  major   traffic   congestion  problems. 

There   is   not   a  great  deal  of    industry  in  Acton,    though  the  exist- 
ence of   a   large   tract   of   industrially  zoned   land   in  north 
Acton  contains  potential  for  growth. 

The   Planning   Board   now  has   a   full-time   planning   assistant  and 
has  hired   a   consultant   to  establish  planning   tools   and   to  do  a 
series   of   mini-studies.      The  fJLanning   Board  has  also  reached 
out   into   the   community   to   encourage   citizen  participation 
through  neighborhood  nights,    the  Greentown  natural  resources 
inventory,    and   a  visual  quality  survey. 

The   Town  adopted   the   Selectmen/Town  Manager   Charter   in    1968  to 
deal  more  effectively  and   efficiently  with   the  increased  de- 
mands  for   town  services  as   a  result   of  growth.  (1:1) 

Impact   of   Past  Growth,   Development   and  Change 

The   impact   of   residential  growth,    development,    and   change  has 
been  both  positive  and  negative:      On  the  plus   side,  increased 
shopping   opportunities   in   town   and   available  jobs,  more 
recreational  opportunities,    increased  emphasis   on  educational 
programs,    and   the   availability  of   local  health  care  facilities; 
on  the  negative  side,   an  increased  demand   for   town  services  and 
school   construction,    increased   fiscal   costs    (now  outstripping 
revenues),    severe  drainage  and  waste  water  problems,  encroach- 
ments  on   the   flood   plains,    a   congested   local   road   system  and 
damage   to   the   town's   natural   and   environmental  resources  and 
rural  character.  (1:11) 

The   impact   of    commercial  growth,    development   and   change  has 
been  both  positive  and  negative:     Along  with  a  desirable  increase 
in   the  availability  of   consumer   services  has   come  in  some 
instances   a  negative   impact   on  water   quality   and   the  environment 
(increased   traffic  problems,    encroachments   in  the  flood  plain, 
for   example)    and   an   increased   demand   for   town   services.      At  this 
point   fiscal   costs   to   the   town   of    this   commercial  growth  may  have 
outstripped  revenues  generated  by   this  development.  (1:13) 

Industrial   development   has   impacted  water   resources   and,  in 
one   area   of    town,   water   quality.      The   appearance   of    this  in- 
dustrial development   has   had   a  negative   impact   on  nearby  res- 
idential developments.  (1:15) 

Population  mobility   is   a   social   characteristic   of   Acton   that  has 
had   economic   influence.      Rapid    turnover  of   real  estate  combined 
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with  Increased  demand  and   Inflation  has   contributed   to  increased 
property  values.     Younger  residents  and  medium  income  people  are 
encountering   increased   difficulty  purchasing   single  homes.  Be- 
cause  the   tax  rate   is  increasing   to  meet   the  increased  demand 
for  services,    older  residents   are  having  problems   retaining  their 
single  homes.      Because   of   the  dramatic   increase   in   the  number 
of   apartments,    the  ages  profile  of   the  Acton  resident  has 
decreased.     Rapid   turnover   and   increased  population   leads   to  an 
increase   in  citizen  apathy.  (1:18) 

C.  Acton's   Present  Assets  and  Liabilities 

Acton's   liabilities   today  are:     poor  drainage  for  subsurface 
waste  water  disposal  over  much  of   town,    lack  of  subsidized 
housing  for  elderly  residents,    inadequate  road  circulation, 
lack  of   local  public   transportation,    limited  work  opportunities 
for  youth,    and   lack  of   adequate   outdoor,  water-related, 
recreational  activities. 

Acton's   assets   today  are:      railroads  and  highways,  industries 
with  potentially  low  pollution,   geographic   location,  school 
system,    availability  of   an  educated  population,   appearance  of 
town  and  underdeveloped   and  conservation  lands.  (2:1) 

D.  General  Description  and   Impact  of  Desired  Future 

It   is  perceived   that   the   town  will  remain  basically  residential. 
The  residential  growth  rate  will  increase  but  will  level  off 
as   available  buildable   land   suitable   for  housing  diminishes.  As 
a   consequence  of   this,    open  spaces  will  be  reduced.  Indus- 
trial and   commercial  growth  will  not  be  appreciably  changed. 
Deterioration  of   rental  properties  will  probably  occur  as 
ownership   changes  hands.      It   is  anticipated   that   the   town  will 
experience  a  growth  in  its   lower   income  population,  resulting 
in  increased  economic  and  social  problems  and  required  town 
services.  (2:4) 

As   the  town  grows,    the  burden  of  providing   expanded  services 
becomes  a  major  problem  to   the   residential  taxpayer.  Uncertainty 
about   an  adequate  water   supply  and   uncertainty   about   the  current 
program  for   the  treatment   of  waste  waters  may  not  only  limit 
groth,   but  may  cause  problems  with  existing  facilities.     As  the 
town  grows,    the  road   systems  will  become  even  more  congested  and 
inadequate,    and   the   town  services  will  become  more  expensive. 
Water   supply,    sewage   treatment,    solid  waste  disposal,  trans- 
portation  systems,    schools,    and   other  public   facilities  and 
services  will  be  affected,   but   their  negative   impact  on  the 
desired   quality   of   life   in   the   town  can  be  minimized   by  an 
ongoing   comprehensive  planning  program.      Increasingly  dense 
development  will  diminish   the  aesthetic   and   emotional  satisfactions 


that  accompany  undeveloped  areas.  (2:7) 

The  "best"   factor   in  Acton's  future  would  be   to  retain  its 
rura 1 / suburban  character.      The  "worst"thing   is   the  potential 
deterioration   of   the  apartments   if   they  are  not  properly 
maintained.      Therefore  some  means  of   control  would  be  advis- 
able  to   avoid    this  problem.  (2:11) 

The  desired  future  calls   for   acquisition  of   enough  conservation 
land   to  maintain  a  feeling   of   the  density  given  by  existing 
visible  vacant   land.      The  desired  future  also  calls  for 
continuance  of   a  reasonably  diverse,   predominantly  residential 
community.      Some  planned  growth  of   non-polluting  industries 
segrated  from  other   community  activities  may  also  be  desirable. 
The   older   type  village   concept,   where   shared   services   are  surrounded 
by  an  inden t if i ab le   residential  neighborhood  within  a  walking 
distance  are  emphasized   as  a  desirable  planning  goal.      The  de- 
sired  future  would   include  a  balanced   transportation  system  (2:26) 

The  desired  future  is   preferable  because   it  preserves   the  aes- 
thetic  and   environmental   qualities  which  attracted  most 
people   to   the   town.      Specifically,    the  preferences  are: 

In  conservation  -   emphasis   on  purchasing   land  which  is 
aesthetically  pleasing,   which  slows   the  rate  of   growth,  protects 
the  natural  environment,    provides  passive  recreation. 

In  residential   character  -  preservation  of   the  environment  in 
which  we  wish   to   live,    including   the  existence  of   a  diverse 
population  because  of   the  desirability  of   exposing  ourselves 
and   our  children  to  a   less  homogeneous  society. 

In  industry  -   an   increase   in   light   industry  may  be  desirable 
if   it   can  provide  jobs,   provide   tax  relief,   and  be  done  with- 
out damaging   the  residential  character  of   the  community. 

In   the  village  concept  -   the  preference  over  impersonal  dispersed 
areas   seems   so   abvious   it   is  hardly  worth   saying.  Village 
concept  encourages  walking,    conserves  energy,   promotes  security 
through  familiarity,   promotes  personal  relationships,  saves 
time,      develops   community  identity,    substitutes  for  centralized 
business   district,    reduces    traffic.  (2:27) 

Actions   Necessary    to  Achieve   the   Desired  Future 

Create   citizen  awareness   of,    interest   in,   and   dedication  to 
community  goals. 

Develop   an  adequate   long-range  plan  with  appropriate  zoning  and  land 
use   regulations,    a  well-planned   program   for   acquisition   of  land 
or   interests    in   land   for   conservation,   municipal,  recreation 
purposes,    and   the  development   and/or  maintenance   of  adequate 
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subsurface  waste  water   disposal   techniques    that  will  hold 
sewering   to   a  minimum.      Planning    can  be   done  with   town  funds 
plus   some   funds   for   technical   assistance   from   the   state  or 
other   outside  sources. 

Incorporate   the  plan   into   town  Bylaws   and   Regulations   -  can 
be   done   at    town  expense. 

Undertake   a   consistent   land   acquisition  program  that  acquires 
key  parcels   as   they  become   available   -   done   at   town  expense; 
matching   funds  would  be  desirable. 

Obtain   cooperation  of    cognizant   state   agencies   on  coordinating 
state-controlled   facilities   such   a  s   roads,    railroad  crossings, 
bridges ,    etc . 

Specific  recommendations: 

a.  Local  public   transportation  -  encourage   the  Transportation 
Advisory  Committee   to  prepare   a  warrant   article   for   a  local 
transportation  system. 

b.  Residential  diversity  -  pursur   construction  of  housing  for 
elderly  residents   and  rental  assistance  for   low  income  residents. 

c.  Industry  -  reactivate   the   Industrial  Development   Commission  to 
seek  out   acceptable  industry  for   the  town. 

d.  Village   concept  -  encourage   the  Planning   Board   to   come  up  with 
a  plan  for  Sourth  and  North  Acton  and   to  work  with   the  state 
to  achieve  it. 

e.  Plan-   carry  out  planning   called  for  above  and  execute  the 
programs   called  for  by   that  planning.  (2:28) 

f.  The  town  would   consider  -  and  is   considering  -   regional  actions 
where   the  scale  of   economics  provides  adequate  benefits  to 

the   town,   and  where   the   town  can  maintain  as  much  control  as  pos- 
sible  over   its   own  destiny.  (2:29) 

F.     Regional  Responsibilities 

There  are  issues  which  we  face   that   are,   and   can  be,    shared  with 
neighboring   towns;    these   include  recycling,   solid  waste  disposal, 
siting  of  heavy   industry    (because  of   its  related  potential 
damage  to   the  environment),    transportation  planning,  environmental 
controls    (air   and  water  pollution,   waterways,   flood  plains, 
watersheds,   etc.)    (mini-region  concerns), 

There  are  also  state   concerns   such  a  s  providing   low  income 
and  elderly  populations  with  places   to   live;   providing  employ- 
ment opportunities;   providing   statewide   transportation  routes 
and  facilities. 


We  would   support   regional  endeavors  provided   there  was  a  clear 
advantage   to  be  gained  and  each  town  and   city  involved  could 
maintain   as  much   control   as   possible   over   its   own  destiny. 
We  are  also  strongly  against  adding  more   layers   of   government  - 
therefore  would  rather   see  regional  problems  met  by  existing 
appropriate  agencies. 

Today  we   are   involved   in   the  Acton-Boxboro  Regional  School 
District,    SUASCO  River   Basin,  MAPC  re  Acton's  waste  water 
problems,   Minute-Man  Regional  Vocational  Technical  School 
District,    the  MBTA,    the   Conservation  Trust  which   is  involved 
in  cooperative  recycling  with  Weston,   Concord,    and  Lincoln,  in 
regional  employment   for   our   citieens,   and  many,   many  more.  (3:8) 
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Highway  Department 

Allen  H.  Nelson 
Superintendent 

General 

Sweeping   of    the   town  streets   got   off    to   a   late   start    this  year. 
Our   request   for   a   new  sweeper  was   refused   so  we  had    to   rebuild  our 
present   Elgin.      The   roads  were   swept   by   districts   instead   of  devel- 
opments.     Next   spring   the   sweeping  will  start   in  District  Three. 


The    town  grounds  were   all   fertilized   during   the   spring   by  the 
men  working  under   the  C.E.T.A.    program  and   the   summer  help. 

The   roadsides  were  mowed  where  needed.      We   now  have   the  roadside 
cutter  mounted  on  a  Ford   tractor,   and   this  has  worked  very  well. 

Every  week  we  pick  up   the   trash  at   the  Town  Hall,   Police  Station 
Fire   Stations,    Highway   Barn,   and   from  the   trash  barrels  placed 
throughout   the  town. 

Berms   and  driveways  were  repaired   that  were  hit   during  the 
winter  months.      New  berms   were  placed   on   Brook   Street,    Concord  Road, 
Harris   Street,   High  Street,  Main   Street,   Martin  Street,   Nagog  Hill 
Road,    and  Railroad   Street,   and  all  berms  were  backfilled   and  seeded. 

The   department   screened   about   5,000   yards   of    loam   that  had 
been  gathered  from  different  jobs   over   the  years  and   crushed  about 
2,500  yards   of   processed   gravel   from   the   landfill   site.      The  loam 
and   the   gravel  will  be  used   in   our   different   projects  throughout 
the  town. 


The  Department   did   some   excavation   in  front   of    the   South  Acton 
Fire   Station  in  conjunction  with  the  recreation  project  on  Great 
Hill. 


Guard  rails  were  repaired  where  needed.     All  center  lines, 
fog   lines,   parking   lots,    cross  walks,   and  some  curbing  were  repainted 

The   installation  and  replacement   of   signs   continues,    and   this  is 
becoming   an   increasingly   expensive   line  item. 


During  the  winter  and  early  spring 
the  help  of  the  Tree  Department  cleared 
and  blind  corners. 


the  Highway  Department  with 
brush   along   the  roadside 
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Drainage 

This  year   the  Department   installed  drainage  systems   in  two 
locations   on  Arlington  Street  and  also  on  Brook  Street,   Bulette  Road, 
Conant   Street,   Duggan  Road,   Eastern  Road,   Esterbrook  Road,  High 
Street,   Lothrop  Road,   Main  Street,   and  River   Street.  Winter 
conditions   forced  us   out  of   Highland  Av  enue,   but   this  will  be  finished 
in  the  spring. 

Many  catch  basins  were  rebuilt  during   the  year,     Catch  basins 
were  cleaned  where  needed,   and   trunk  lines  were  unplugged  with  the 
Roto  Rooter  where  roots  had  entered   the  pipes.     A   leaching  basin 
was  reconstructed  at   the  Center  Library  to  take  care  of   their  roof  drains 

Snow 

Snow  markers,    snow  fences,   and   sand  barrels  were  placed  where 
needed   throughout   the  town.     With  the   excellent   snow  equipment  that 
we  have  the  winter  months  do  not  present   any  equipment  maintenance 
problems.      With  six  large  sanders  and   one   small  one   it   only  takes 
about   three  hours   to  cover   the   town.      Our  Department   sanded   44  times 
and  plowed    11   times   this  past  winter.      In  the  past   couple  of  years 
there  has  been  a  lot  of   freezing  rain,   and   the  winters   seem  to  call 
for  a  lot  more  sanding. 

Sand  and   salt  are  available   to  all  townspeople  at   the  rear  of 
the  Highway  Building   on  Forest  Road. 

All  the  sanders  were  sandblasted  and  painted  during   the  summer. 
The  snow  plows  and   the  salt  and   sand  blender  were  repainted  by 
the  Youth  Corp,    and  these  boys     were  a  great  help   to  us. 

Sanitary  Land  Fill  Area 

The  land  fill  area  has  been  well   taken  care  of   by  Frank  Towne. 
The  recycling   of  newspapers,   bottles,   and  cans   is   still  going  strong. 

All  brush  taken  to   the   land  fill  must  be  chipped   if   it   is  brought 
in  by   commercial  haulers  or   truck  loads.      Only  station  wagons  or 
pick-up   trucks  will  be  permitted   to  dump  brush  without  chipping. 
All  truck  loads   of  brush  not  chipped  will  be   taken  to   the  tree  dump 
at   the  honey  pot  area.      Logs  and   large  branches  will  have   to  be  cut 
to   four   to  six  foot   lengths  so   they  can  be  handled  and   left  at  the 
land   fill  area  for   townspeople  to  cut. 

In  the  coming  years   the  wind   is  going  to  give  us  a  problem  — 
every  lift  will  be  getting  a   lot  more  wind   to  blow  the  paper.  Some 
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sort  of   a  screen  will  have   to  be  made   to  prevent   the  paper-blowing 
problem. 

Gravel  was  hauled  when  needed  for  cover  material. 
Honey  Pot 

This  area  received  a  lot  of  work  during  the  year.  Two  holding 
lagoons  were  reconstructed,  and  one  leaching  bed  was  reconstructed. 
Then   the  area  was   loamed   and  seeded. 

The  Department   started   to  construct  four  holding   lagoons  and 
one   large   leaching  field.      These   lagoons  will  be  able   to  hold  us 
for   the  winter  and  will  be  drained  in  the  spring   to  the  leaching 
field. 

The  Town  received  a  great   1968  Caterpillar   Bulldozer,  Model  D-7  E, 
from  the  Government,   and  it  certainly  has  helped  us   in  building  up 
the  area  with  Eddie   Brown  at   the  controls. 

Primary  and   Secondary  Roads 

The   following   streets  received  a  leveling  course  of  hot  top 
where  needed  and  were   then  treated  with  asphalt   and  red  ryelite 
stone  for  a   seal  coat: 

Bulette  Road  Orchard  Drive 

Central   Street    (part)   Wachusett  Driive 
Esterbrook  Road  Wood  Lane 

Harris  Street 

Newtown  Road  received   two  courses   of   cold  mix  and   then  a  stone 
seal.      Newtown  Road  from  Minuteman  Road   to  Main  Street  received  a 
course  of   Type   I  hot  top. 

After  the  drainage  was   installed  on  Brook  Street   the  road 
surface  was   scarified,   processed  gravel  was  added  and  regraded, 
and   then  a  binder  course  of  Type  I   concrete  added.      Next   spring  the 
top   course  will  be  added  a&ong  with  berms  and   loam  and  seed. 

After   the  drainage  was   installed  on  Conant   Street   a  course  of 
hot   top  was  added.     Also,   a  driveway  had   to  be  reconstructed  at  this 
time  . 

Hot   top  was  applied   to  a  portion  of   Ethan  Allen  Drive   to  make 
the  water  run  off   so  it  would  not   cause  a  freezing  problem  during 
the  winter. 
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All  roads  were  patched  during   the  year  whenever  pot  holes 
occurred . 

Garage 

The  men  in  the  Maintenance   Shop  have  done  a  great  job  keeping 
all   the   Town  vehicles  maintained  during   the  year.      James  Harbison,  III, 
and  Robert  Kendall,    the  mechanics,   and  Edgar   Perkins,   their  helper 
and  parts  man,   and  Joe  Lima,    the   lubrication  and   tire  man,  have 
maintained   the  Town's   some  90  pieces   of  equipment. 

I  want   to   thank  the  men  of   the  Department,   Dick  Howe,    the  foreman, 
Donna  Stacy,   my  secretary,   and  all  departments   that  made   the  year 
a   success . 
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This  has   been  a  year   of    change   for   the  Memorial  Librarjr.      The   Board  of 
Trustees   accepted  with  great   regret   the  resignation   of  Florence  A.  Merriam 
as   a  Corporate  Trustee.     Miss  Merriam  served   on   the   Board   for   30  years.  She 

iwas   an  elected  member   for   14  years   and   the   remaining   time   she   served  as  a 
Corporate  Member.      In  appreciation  of   all   the  devotion  she  had   shown   to  the 
Memorial  Library,    the   Trustees   elected   her   a   Trustee  Emeritus.      In  August 
she  was  honored  at   a   Strawberry   Sundae  held  at   the  Faulkner  House.  Judith 
Williams   resigned  as   an  elected  member  when  her  husband  was  transferred. 

iNancy  Howe  was  named   to   the   Corporate  Board. 

Use   of   the   services   the   library   offers  has   increased  tremendously. 
Although   the  Memorial  Library  ranks  eleventh   in   the  number   of   volumes  per 
card   issued  among   libraries   of   similar  size   in   the   state,   we   are   third  in 
circulation.      Our  book  collection  currrently  numbers   39,000  circulating  and 
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non-circulating  volumes.      There  are   15,000  active   library   cards  which 
means  we  have  2^  books  for  every  card  issued.     The  staff  has  developed  a 
plan  which  will  allew  us  to  increase  the  number  of  books  by  ten  per  cent 
through  more  efficient  use  of   the  space  available  in  the   library.  We 
will  also  increase   the   seating   capacity,    add   several  study  tables  and 
magazine   shelves   and  bookcases.      This  will  be   done  with  Trust  Fund  income 
over   several  years.      The   space  provided  in   this  plan  will  allow  for  five 
more  years   of  growth. 

Of  major  concern  to   the   Board   is   the  preservation  and   safeguard   of  the 
irreplaceable   items   left   in  our   care  as   the  Civil  War  Memorial.      A  display 
case  designed  and  built  by  Robert  Trafton  holds   the  Revolutionary  War 
items  and   is   located  at   the  planter  window  wall.      A  number   of  Arthur  Davis 
paintings   are   in  our   collection  and   on  display  in   the   library.      The  pewter 
tankards   and   tumbler  are  on  display  in  the  Early  American  exhibit  at  the 
Museum  of   Fine  Arts   in  Boston.      To   insure   that   as  many  valuable   items  as 
possible   could  be   removed  from  the  building  in  case   of   fire,    the  Board 
is   developing   a  procedure   to  be  followed   in  cooperation  with   the  Acton 
Fire  Department. 

The  patrons   of   the   library  have   enjoyed   such  musical  programs   as  the 
S ing-A-Longs ,    the  Davis   Blues   and   the   Bell  Ringers.      Craft  projects  have 
been  sponsored  by   the   Children's  Department  and  a   summer  reading  was  well 
enrolled.      In  August   the   staff   arranged  for   a  day  for   the  handicapped  and 
plan   to  have  more  when  a  wheel   chair  ramp  has  been  completed. 

In  a   continuing   effort   to  keep   abreast   of   the  needs   of   the  patrons, 
the   staff  met  with   the  Trustees   and  reviewed   the  particulars   of  their 
individual  positions  and  how   library  services  are   effected.      The  Trustees 
and   the   staff   are  currently  revising  policies   to  keep   them  updated. 

Our  appreciation  of   the   fine   support   that   the  Friends   of   the  Library 
has  given   to   the  Library  must  be  noted  and   the  flower   arrangements   that  are 
provided  by  members   of    the  Acton  Garden  Club   are  always   enjoyed  by  patrons 
and   staff  alike. 


Acton  Library   Statistics   -  1976 


Invent  ory 


Books 


Records /Cassettei 


As   of   July   1,  1975 
Added   July  1,1975 
-   June   30,  1976 


36,813 


1,122 


3  ,417 
40  ,  284 


207 
1,329 
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Annual  Library  Statistics   -   I976  (Cont'd.) 


Inventory  Books  Records /Cassettes 

Withdrawn  July  1,1975 

-   June   30,    1976  1 ,112   42 

As   of   July   1,    1976  39,172  1,287 

Circulation  July   1975   thru  June   1976  180,188 

Board  of  Trustees 

Brewster  Conant  James   L.  Parker 

Hayward   S.    Houghton  Margaret  Richter 

Nancy   C.    Howe  Raymond  A.  Shamel 

Nancy  K.   Gerhardt,  Chairman 


Citizens  Library  Association  of  West  Acton 

Thelma  C.    Hermes,  Librarian 

The  resignation  of  Mrs.    Kathy  Whittemore   as   Secretary-Treasurer   of  the 
Board   of   Trustees   at   the   expiration  of   her   term  of   office  was   accepted  with 
regret.      Sincere   thanks   are   extended  for  her  effective   services.      Mrs.  Marie 
Reid  was  elected   to  fill   the   facancy  and  Miss   Katherine  Kinsley  was  elected 
Secretary. 

Circulation  at   the  Library   continues   to   rise.      With   the   rapid  growth 
in  Acton's  population  and   increased  use   of    the   facilities,    there   is   a  need 
for  expansion  of  working  hours   in   order   to  keep   up  with   the   routine  library 
and   custodial   duties.      There   are  many   records    to   be   kept   for    the   Town  and 
State   in  a  Public  Library   and  we  had   to   close  during   the   lunch  hour  many 
times  when  volunteers  have  not  been  available. 

A  Spring   cleanup   of   the  grounds  was  provided  by   Brownie   Scouts  and 

:Mrs.    Joan  Hansen  has  kept   the   interior   of    the   building   attractively  decora- 
ted  throughout   the  year.      The  Acton  Garden  Club  planted   the  window  boxes 

and  furnished   a  handsome  Christmas  wreath.      We   are  very   grateful   to  all 
these  "friends" . 

The  Story  Hour   for   3   to   5-year   olds   is   a  wonderful  adventure.  Thanks 
are  due   to   the  devoted  mothers  who  have  made   this   program  possible. 

The  "Friends  of   the  Acton  Libraries"   continues   to   support  us.      A  top 
to   the  card   catalog   cabinet  was  provided   this  year  and  we  are  promised  a 

new  book  with  remadnine  funds. 
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The  Eastern  Massachusetts  Regional  Bookmobile  services  are  most  valuable. 
Their  staff  provides  a  very  high  percentage  of  patron  requests  in  a  reasonably 
short  period  of   time.      This  includes  many  of   the  newer  books  as  well  as  a 
good   general  selection. 


Thanks   are  due   the  volunteer   substitutes   for   the   lunch  hour,  the 
Trustees  and  their  families   for   loyal  services  and  many  patrons  who  contrib- 
uted books,   periodicals   and  Fair   items   during   the  year. 


Board  of  Trustees: 


Library  Hours: 


Mrs.    Betty   Boothby,  Chairman 

Mrs.    Kathy  Whittemore,  Secretary-Treasurer 
Miss   Katherine  Kinsley 

Monday  7:00 
Tuesday,  Wednesday,  Thursday,  Friday:  10:00 
Telephone  Number:  263-9222 


9 :00  P  .M 
5:00  P.M. 


Accession: 


Books   in  Library  July   1,  1975 
Increase  by  purchase 
Increase  by  gift 
Wi  thdr awn 

Books   in  Library  June   30,  1976 
Circulation:    17,252  books.    (Fiction  -  5533;  Juvenile 
Income:  Fines  collected: 


7  ,248 

242 

388 

431 
7  ,  447 

8501;   Non-fiction  -3218 
$  285.60 


Planning  Board 
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The  Planning   Board   is,   by  virtue   of   state   law,    responsible   for  design 
!pf   the  Town's   Zoning   Bylaw  and   for   the  process   of   subdivision  control. 
During   1976   the   State  Legislature  passed  a   revised   zoning   enabling  law, 
known  as   Chapter   808   of    the  General  Laws,    and  mandated   that   all  municipal- 
ities bring   their   individual  zoning  bylaws   into   consistency  with   the  pro- 
/isions   of   Chapter   808  by  June   30,    1978.      Acton's   Zoning  Bylaw  was  first 
enacted   in   1953,    and  has   been   the   subject   of   frequent   and  piecemeal 
revision  ever   since.      The  present  bylaw   is   confusing   and   therefore  subject 
:o  misinterpretation.      Given  the   impetus   of   the  mandates   of   Chapter  808, 
;he  Planning   Board   this  year  has   undertaken  a   complete   rewrite   of    the  Zoning 
iylaw  with   two   objectives   in  mind:      (1)    To  bring   the  bylaw  into  compliance 
fith   the   enabling  provisions   of   Chapter   808;    (2)    to   simplify  and  clarify 
[Its   language,    to   eliminate   inconsistencies,    and   to   streamline   the  presenta- 
tion so   that   its   substance   is  made   clear   to  both  citizens   and  Town  officials. 
Che   revised   Zoning   Bylaw  will  be  presented   for   consideration  by   the  Annual 
?own  Meeting   in  April  1977. 

As   full  enforcement   of   the  Town's   1972   Sign   Bylaw  was   instituted  during 
.976,    both   the  Town's  businessmen  and   the   Building  Commissioner  realized 
:hat   the   Bylaw  contained   inadequacies   that  were  unforeseen  at   the   time  it 
ras  designed  and  adopted.      The   Board   of   Selectmen  directed   the  Planning 
ioard   to  examine   the  Bylaw  and   to  prepare   appropriate   revisions.      To  this 
;nd   the  Planning  Board  has  worked   closely  with   the  Acton  Business  and 
rofessional  Association  and   the  Building  Commissioner,   as  well  as  the 
loard   of   Selectmen,    to   identify   the   difficulties   and   to   design  suitable 
lodif ications .      The   result   of  many  deliberations   is   a  revised  Sign  Bylaw 
o  be  proposed   to   the   1977  Annual  Town  Meeting. 

and  Use 


The   future   character  of   Acton  depends   in   large  measure   on  land-use 
ecommendations   and  decisions   made  now,   while  a   significant   fraction  of 
he  Town's   land   resources   are   still  undeveloped.      The  Planning  Board  is 
ommitted   to   a  program  of   rational  study   that  will   lead   to  intelligent 
and  use   consistent   on  one  hand  with   the   desires   of   the  Town's  citizens 
nd   on   the   other  with  development   that  provides   suitable  long-term 
rotection   to   the  Town's   natural  resources.      As   the   Board   stated  in  its 
eport   last  year,    it  believes   an  appropriate  means   of   achieving   this  goal 
s   to  develop  planning   tools   that   allow  the   Board  and   the  community  to 
ssess   continually   the   state   of   the  Town's   resources   and   the  anticipated 
mpact   any   land  use   or  development   decision  will  have   on  them.  During 
976   the  board  has   expanded   the   tools  available: 
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1.  A  computerized  data  file  containing  salient  size,  zoning, 
and  use  information  for  all  parcels  of   land  in  Acton  is  now 
complete.     This  file  is   to  be  merged  with  the  Board  of  Assessors 
file  to  provide  the  Town  with  one  comprehensive  data  base. 
Statistics   on  present  land  use  and   land  availability  by  parcel, 
size,    zone,   and  location  are  being  prepared  by  the  Board's 
consultant . 

2.  Mapping  of   the  100-year  and  500-year  flood  elevations  is  now 
nearing   completion.      These  maps   and  associated   stream  cross- 
sections   and  floodway  delineations  have  been  prepared  by  a 
contractor   to  the  U.    S.   Department   of   Housing  and  Urban 

Development,    and  provide  definitive   information  for  use  by 
the  Federal  Flood   Insurance  Program,    in  which  Acton  partici- 
pates.     The   Board  anticipates   that   the  final  maps  will 
ultimately  constitute  a  reliable   definition  of   the  flood- 
plain  for   zoning  purposes. 

3.  A  housing   report   that   includes   analyses   of    the   legal  implica- 
tions  of  various   kinds   of   residential  zoning   and   the  finan- 
cial consequences   of  housing  development  has  been  prepared 

by   the  Board's   consultant,   Curran  Associates. 

4.  A  visual  quality  survey,    conducted  by   the  U.    S.    Soil  Conser- 
vation Service   in   conjunction  with   the  Planning  Board,  has 
provided   the   Board  with  valuable   citizen  opinion  as   to  what 
"looks  good   or  bad"   in  Acton. 

5.  Several   important  maps,   among   them  a  parcels  map   and  U.  S. 
Soil  Conservation   Service   soils  maps,   have  either  been 
provided   for   the  first   time   or  have  been  updated  and  revised. 

North  Acton   contains   a   large  area   of   undeveloped   land,    a  significant 
portion  of   which   is  presently   zoned   for   industrial  use.      The  potential 
impacts   of   allowed   land  use   in   this   area  could  be   extreme,   hence  the 
Board   is  presently   engaged   in  a  comprehensive  g^tudy  of   possible  alterna- 
tives.     Our   consultant  has  provided  a   report   outlining   several   land  use 
strategies,    and   the  Town  has   been  awarded  a   grant   from   the   office  of 
State  Planning  which  will   support   a  survey  of   citizen  opinion  regarding 
several  alternatives   for  guiding  development   in  North  Acton.      Using  planning 
tools   available  now  for   the   first   time,    the   Board  believes   it  will  be  able 
to  devise  an  intelligent   and  achievable  plan  for  future   land  use  and 
development   in  North  Acton. 


Wetlands   and  Water  Quality 

Protection   of   wetlands   and  preservation  of  water   quality  are 
objectives   of   prime   importance   to   the  Planning   Board.      During   the  past 
year   reviews   of   various   techniques   and  proposals   for  mapping  wetlands  were 
carried   out   in   conjunction  with   the   Conservation  Commission;    and  Board 
members   attended   a   regional  meeting   of   area  Planning   Boards   at  which  the 
wetlands  mapping   and   zoning   experiences   of   several   towns   adjacent   to  Acton 
were  discussed.      The  U . S . Depar tment   of   Housing   and  Urban  Development 
flood   insurance  program,    in   addition   to   delineating   flood  plain  areas, 
will  provide   impetus    through  its  minimum  acceptable   flood  plain  manage- 
ment  standards   for   the   Board   to   study   and   recommend   changes   in   the  Town's 
flood  plain   zoning   provisions.      Flood  plain   zoning   changes  will  be  pre- 
sented  to   a  Town  Meeting  within  six  months   after   Federal   adoption  of 
flood  plain  elevations   for   insurance  purposes. 

The  Planning   Board  has   provided  up-to-date    land-use   information   to  the 
EPA-mandated  Water  Quality   Study  being   carried   out   for   the   SuAsCo  River 
Basin  by   the  Metropolitan  Area  Planting  Council.      This   study   is  funded 
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under  the  Federal  Clean-Water  Act.      It   is   anticipated   that  recommendations 
made   to  various  Federal  and   State  agencies   as   a  result   of    this    study  will 
significantly   influence  future   zoning   decisions   in  Acton,    and  will  also 
impose   constraints   on   the   range   of   viable  waste  water  management  alterna- 
tives,  which  are  presently  being   carefully  studied  by   the  Waste  Water 
Management  Committee. 

Design   of   a   comprehensive  water   resources  management  policy   for  Acton 
must   recognize  an  unalterable   dilemma  plainly  evident   from   the  town's 
surficial  geology:      The   areas   of   town   underlain  by   soils   and  sub-soils 
most   suitable   for   construction  and   operation  of   septic   systems  for 
disposal   of  waste  water   and   sewerage   are  precisely   those   areas   that  are 
critically   important  with   respect   to  water   supply  protection  and  that 
provide   the  bulk   of   our  water   recharge   capacity.      Lnng-term  maintenance 
of    our  present  high-quality  water   supply  and   simultaneous  continued 
viability   of   on-site  waste   and   sewerage   disposal   systems  will  require 
continual   awareness   of    the  potential   conflicts    this   dilemma  imposes. 


During   1976   the  Planning   Board   participated  with   other  boards  and 
committees  by  providing   input   to   several  projects   and   studies.  Among 
these  were   the  Route   2   Environmental   Impact   Study,    the  HUD   201  Waste  Water 
Management   and   208  Water  Quality   Surveys,    the  Town's   Growth  Policy  Committee 
report,    the  Town  Hall   study,    the   railroad  parking   lot   study,    the  Conserva- 
tion Restrictions   Study   Committee,    and   the  Conservation  Commissions 
acquisition  study. 

Soil  erosion  standards  to  which  subdivision  contractors  must  adhere 
have  been  developed,  primarily  based  on  recommendations  of  the  U.S.  Soil 
Conservation  Service. 


Subdivision  Control 

Matters  of  an  administrative  nature  related  to  the  Board's  subdivision 
control  function  and  to  its  duties  under  the  Zoning  Bylaw  that  were  handled 
during   1976  included: 


13   Site  plan  reports   submitted   to   the   Board   of  Selectmen; 
32   reviews   of   "Approval-Not-Required    ( ANR ) "   plans  requiring 

Board  signature; 
49   reviews   of    Board  of   Appeals  cases; 

2  subdivision  definitive  plans  approved    (Briarbrook  North, 

Concord-Acton  Park  Industrial  Center); 

3  subdivision  modifications   approved    (Brucewood   IV,  Central 
Estates,   Main  Street   Industrial  Park); 

2   subdivision  preliminary  plans   denied    (Briarbrook  South, 
Ridgewood  Estates). 
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In  addition,  more  up-to-date  construction  specifications  were 
negotiated  with  the  developer  of  Colonial  Acres,   a  subdivision  originally 
approved  in  1955,   but  presently  only  partially  completed.     Action  was 
initiated  to  bring  about   completion  of  Pope  Road  Estates  and  Horseshoe 
Drive,   and  a  covenant  was   enforced  to  correct  an  icing  problem  on 
Route   2A  at  Nagog  Square. 

The  Planning   Board  consists   of   five  volunteer  members  appointed  by 
the  Board  of  Selectmen,  who  are  ably  assisted  by  Planning  Assistant  Rick 
Sherman  and  Secretary  Margaret  Douglas.      In  October,    1976,   Katherine  Meyer 
resigned  from  the  Board,   and  in  November,   1976,   Lea  Pendleton  was  appointed 
to  fill  Mrs.  Meyer's  unexpired  term. 

The  Planning  Board  meets  almost  every  Monday  evening,    8:00  P.M., 
at   the  Department  of  Public  Works  Facility,   Forest  Road.      Exceptions   to  the 
schedule  are  posted  well   in  advance  at   the  Town  Clerk's  office.  All 
meetings  are  open  to  the  public.     Those  who  would  like  time  on  the  agenda 
are  requested  to  call  the  secretary  in  advance  at  263-4448. 


Recreation  Commission 

Charles  Morehouse,  Chairman 

Thomas   Haggerty,  Director 

As  Acton's  population   increases,    the  demand   for  community-wide  services 
and  facilities   to  keep  pace  with   this   growth  becomes  more  urgent.  The 
Commission  is   continually  planning   to  meet   this   demand   is   pleased   to  report 
the   long-awaited   opening   of   the  Great  Hill  Recreation  Area.    This  property 
consisting   of   approximately   185   acres  purchased  by   the  Conservation 
Commission,    is   located   in  South  Acton,   bounded  by   School   Street   on  the 
south,   Piper  Road  on   the  east,   Massachusetts  Avenue   on   the  north,  and 
Main  Street   on   the  west.      The  major  access   and  parking  area   is   on  School 
Street   adjacent   to   the   South  Acton  Fire  Station. 


In   1974,    the  Commission  presented   an  article  at   the  annual  town 
meeting  asking  for  money   to  begin  development   of    the  area.      Initial  plans 
were  developed   for   the   construction  of   an  access   road  and  parking  lot 
adjacent   to  and  behind   the   South  Acton  Fire   Station;    grading   of    the  open 
area  beyond   the  proposed  parking   lot   to  make   it   suitable   for   field  sports, 
games  and  picnicking;    and   the   erection   of   a   fence   around   the   Fire  Station 
to   isolate   it  from  the  people  using   the   recreation  area;    as  well  as  a 
feasibility   study   to   determine   the  possibility   of    constructing  a   ski  area 
on  the  north   slope   of   the  hill. 
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The   article  was   approved,   minus   the   request   for    the   feasibility  study, 
with   the  understanding   that   the   Commission  would  apply   for  matching  federal 
funds    (50%   town  -   50%   federal)    to   offset   total  project   costs.      A  contract 
was  signed  with   the   landscaping   firm  of   Kalis trom-Anderson   Inc.    to  draw 
plans   and  word  bid   documents   for   the   initial  phase   of   development.  An 
application  for  matching   funds  was   submitted   to   the  Division   of  Conserva- 
tion  Services   in   the   fall  of   1974.      After   a   review  of   this   application  by 
several  state   agencies,    the   funding   request  was   denied  in  February  1976. 
The  Recreation  Commission  therefore  addressed   the  annual   town  meeting  of 
1976,    stating   that   federal   funds  were  not   available   and  construction 
would  be   started  without   their  assistance.      Bids  were   advertised,   and  on 
July  15th   the   contract  was   awarded   to  Landscaping  by   Shumacher   of  Wayland. 
The  work  was   completed   in  December   and   the   area  will  be   officially  opened 
to   the  public   at   a  formal  dedication  ceremony   in   the   spring.      In   the  mean- 
time,   the  Commission  is  planning   for   further   development   of    this  area. 

Dedication  ceremonies   on  April  24th  officially   opened   the  new  Taylor 
Road  ballfield  adjacent   to   the  Conant   School.     Mrs.   Patience  MacPherson 
threw  out   the   first  ball   to  begin   the   first   game,    and   a  plaque   in  memory 
of  her   late  husband,    Charles,   will  be  placed   on   the  backstop.      Funds  from 
the  Charles  MacPherson  Memorial  Fund,    as  well   as   contributions   from  the 
Acton  Lions  Club  and  Little  League  Association,   were   used   to  purchase  the 
backstop.      The  Commission  appreciates   their  generosity. 

Future  plans   include   the   construction   of   at   least   one  additional  field 
and   the   renovation  of   an  old  existing  field. 

With   the   completion  of   the  first   phase  of   the  Great  Hill  project  and 
the   construction  of   the  Taylor  Road  ballfield,    the  Commission   is  proceeding 
in   the  direction  outlined   in   the   1972  Master  Plan.      The  Commission  will 
review  this  plan  in  1977   to  be   sure   that   the  guidelines   for  recreation 
planning   established   in   1972   are  still  valid  at   the  present   time.  Input 
from  citizen  groups   is   invaluable   during   this   evaluation  process   and  is 
sincerely  encouraged. 

Recognizing   the  need  for  outdoor  water-related  recreational  activities, 
Associate  Commissioner  John  Folsom  made   a   town-wide   study   to   identify  and 
locate  sites   that  offered  potential  for   future   development.      Some   of  the 
sites   are  Powder  Mill  Pond,    the  Assabet  River,   Fort  Pond  Brook,  Nashoba 
Brook,   Grassy  Pond  and   the   Ice  House  Pond   on  Concord  Road.     After  discussion 
of   the  various   sites  with  him,    the   Commission  decided   that   the  Powder  Mill 
Pond  site   in   the  southeast   corner   of  Acton  is    the   one  on  which   they  would 
concentrate   their  efforts.      The   34-acre   site,    originally  purchased  in  1967 
for   sewerage  disposal  purposes,    is  bordered  by  High   Street,   Adams  Street, 
the  Assabet  River,   and   land   of   the  Town  of  Maynard.      The  Commission  met 
with   the  Selectmen  in  September   to  make   sure   the   town  had  no  immediate 
plans   for   this   area.      The   Commission's   first  priority   for   the  area  is  to 
provide  a  non-motorized  small  boat   access   and  dock,    and  a   small  parking  area. 
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Future  developments  will  depend  on  usage  and  demand. 

Another  access   to  the  Assabet  River  may  be  available  with  the 
cooperation  of  John  Wheeler,   owner  of  Concord-Acton  Squash  Club,  who 
graciously  agreed  to  give   the   town  an  easement  for  recreational  uses. 

When  subdivision  plans  are  presented,    the  Commission  selects  a  lot  for 
recreational  purposes  which  may  be  purchased  by  the  town  within  a  three-year 
period  in  order  to  provide  neighborhood  play  areas   throughout   the  town. 
The  Commission  has   submitted  an  article  for   the   1977  annual   town  warrant  to 
purchase   lots   in  the  Brucewood  IV  subdivision. 

The  Commission  once   again  participated   in   the   annual  student  government 
day,    conducting   a  regular  meeting  with  the   elected   student  commission 
members:      Terrie  Kicelemos,    Chairman;    Cathy  Gerhardt,   Vi ce-Chairman ;  Ed 
Ivanov,   Director;   Tim  McGuinness,   Tom  Bender  and  Randy  Lantz,  Commissioners. 
An  open  invitation  was   extended   to   the   students   to   attend   the  regularly 
scheduled   commission  meetings.      The  Commission  also  encouraged   them  to  be 
active   in  recommending   ideas   for  new  programs  or  activities   for  high 
school  students. 


Under   the   direction  of   the  Acton 
Boxborough  Regional  Pool  Sub-committee, 
the   indoor  pool  and  gym  at   the  high 
school   continued   to  be   the  most  pop- 
ular  recreational  facility   in  town. 
Over   400  families   and   300  individuals 
(a   total  of   2150  people)  purchased 
memberships,    and   an   additional  6000 
people  used   the  facility  on  a  daily- 
fee  basis.      An  average   of   60  people  per 
day   took  advantage   of   the  recreational 
swim  and   open  gym  time  Monday  through 
Friday  evenings,    as  well  as  Saturday 
and   Sunday   afternoons.      In  addition, 
40   adults  participated   in  the  adult 
swim   lesson  program,    and  several 
hundred   children  took   lessons   in  the 
Saturday  morning   swim  program  and 
joined   the   town  swim  team.     Many  adults 
also   enjoyed   the   co-ed  volley-ball  pro- 
gram held   in   the   gym  on  Tuesday  and 
Thursday  evenings. 


Since   the   total  program  revenue 
once  again  allowed   the   Commission  to 

cover  operational  costs,    the  price   of   a  pool-f ieldhouse  membership  will 
remain   the   same:      Family  -   $35.00;    Individual  -   $15.00;    Senior  Citizen  - 
$5.00;   Daily   fee   for  non-members  -   $1.00.      Any  Acton  or   Boxborough  resident 
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and/or   taxpayer  wishing   to  purchase  a  membership  may  do  so  at   the  Recreation 
Office   in   the  Public  Works   Facility   or  Forest  Road,    or   by  mail.  Memberships 
are  valid  from  date   of  purchase   through  December   31,    1977   and   are   sold  for 
half-price   after  July  1. 

Participation   in  other   activities   continued   to   increase   in  1976. 
Registration  for   the   children's   summer   swim   lessons   increased   from  810 
to   893.      Three  new  programs,    a  swimmer's   aide   course   for   children   aged  11 
to   14,    a  water   safety   aide's   course  for   students   age   14  and   over,    and  a 
diving  program  accounted  for  most   of   the   increase.      The   aides   courses  for 
studetns  who  have   completed  basic  Rescue   and  Water   Safety   courses   but   are  not 
old   enough   to   take  Advanced  Lifesaving,    offered  valuable   teaching  experience. 
The  diving  program  was   also  well   received   and  may   be   expanded   in  1977. 

The   summer   swim  lesson  program  was   climaxed   by  a  first-time   event,  a 
Swimming   Olympics.      The   Olympics  was   open   to   all  Acton  school   children  and 
designed   for  every   ability  and   age   level.      The   culmination  of    the   day  was 
the  presentation   of   gold,    silver  and  bronze  awards   by  Mr.   Morehouse   to  the 
first,    second  and   third  place  winners   in   each   of    the   thirty-four  separate 
events.      This   ceremony  was   followed  by   a  karate  demonstration  by  Anthony 
Gould,    a   first   degree  black  belt   from  Gardner,  Mass.,    and  an  acrobatic  and 
juggling  performance  by   the  Loco-Motion  Circus   from  Amherst,   Mass.  The 
Commission  extends   its   appreciation   to  program  supervisor,   Joan  Gould,  and 
her   staff   for   organizing   this  event. 

The   summer  playground  program  participation  also  increased   from   799  to 
921.      Goward  Field,    the  smallest  playground   in   town  behind   the  Acton  Center 
Library,   had   300   children  in   the  program.      Several  playground  aides  were 
appointed   at  Goward   to   assist   the   regular  instructors.      The  highlight  of 
the  playground  program  was   the  annual   trek  to  Whalom  Park  in  Lunenburg. 

Gymnastics   also   continues   to  be  a  popular   activity  with   over  200 
children  participating   in   the  summer  and   fall  program. 

As   enthusiasm  for   tennis   lessons   continues  with  over   500  participants, 
the  Commission   recommends   that   two  additional   instructors  be  hired  for 
next  summer. 


By  adhering   to   the  policy   that  certain  programs   be  self-supporting 
and   that  participants   in  other  programs  pay   a  nominal   registration  fee, 
$38,141.00   in  revenue  was  received   for   the   1975-1976   fiscal  year   and  returned 
to   the   town   treasurer.      Self-supporting  programs   included:    recreational  swim, 
open   gym,    swim   team,    children's   and  women's   tennis    lessons,    summer  and 
winter  basketball   leagues,    adult   swim   lessons,    children's   Saturday  morning 
swim  lessons,    and  gymnastics. 
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The  Commission  would  like   to  express   its   appreciation  to  Janet  Murphy, 
a   long-time  Commission  member,    and   to  Robert   Caldwell.      Janet  was  presented 
with  a  plaque  and  a   letter  of   commendation  in  appreciation  of  her  active 
services  during  her  seven  years  on  the  board,   a  period  marked  by  a  rapid 
expansion  of   recreational  programs  and   facilities  in  Acton.     A  long-time 
advocate  of  water-related   recreational  activities,   Janet  was  very  influen- 
tial  in  speaking   for   the   construction  of    the  high   school  p oo 1-f ie ldhous e 
facility.      Although  she  is  not  accepting  reappointment,    she  will  remain  an 
Associate  member   and   a  member   of    the  Pool   subcommittee.      Bob   Caldwell  was 
a  commission  member   for  only  a  short   time,   but  his   enthusiasm  for  recre- 
ational activities  was   contagious.      Carol  Mahoney  and  Bill  Avril  were 
appointed   to   the  Commission  to  fill  these  vacancies. 

The  Commission  would   like   to  express   its  appreciation  to  the  parents 
and  adults  who  helped  supervise  our  programs,    to  the   School  Department,  and 
to  all   the   other   town  departments  who  were  of   assistance  during  the  past 
year.   Also,    thanks   to   the  Assabet  Valley  Beacon  and  the  Acton  Minuteman 
Publications  for   their   cooperation  in  publicizing  our  activities. 


A  list   of   1976-1977  Recreation  Department  programs  follows: 

ACTON  RECREATION  DEPARTMENT 
1976-1977  Programs  and  Registration 


1. 

Playgrounds 

921 

15  . 

Adult   Softball  League 

180 

2. 

Children's   Swim  Lessons 

893 

16. 

Youth  Soccer 

200 

3. 

Swimming  Olympics 

175 

17. 

Flag  Football 

120 

4. 

Children's   Tennis  Lessons 

505 

18  . 

Women's  Tennis  Lessons 

114 

5  . 

Gymnastics  (Summer) 

236 

19  . 

Boys'    and  Girls'  Basketball 

125 

6. 

Gymnastics  (Fall) 

160 

20. 

Men's  Winter  Basketball  Lge. 

100 

7. 

Handicapped  Program 

8 

21. 

Boys'   Winter  Basketball  Lge. 

50 

8. 

Men's   Summer   Basketball  Lge. 

150 

22. 

Adult   Swim  Lessons 

40 

9. 

Summer   Swim  Team 

44 

23. 

Co-Ed  Volleyball 

50 

10. 

Fall-Winter   Swim  Team 

120 

24. 

Recreational  Swim 

11. 

July   4th  Program 

500 

25  . 

Open  Gym 

12. 

Playground  Olympics 

200 

26. 

Bowling 

40 

13. 

Boys'    Summer  Basketball  Lge. 

60 

27  . 

Cross  Country  Skiing 

14. 

Girls'    Summer  Basketball  Lge 

.  30 

28. 

Hiking 

Charles 

Morehouse , 

Chairman 

Beatrice  Perkins,  Vice-Chairman 
Deven   Scott,  Commissioner 
Carol  Mahoney,  Commissioner 
William  Avril,  Commissioner 


Janet  Murphy,   Associate  Commissioner 
John  Folsom,   Associate  Commissioner 
Thomas   Haggerty,  Director 
Barbara  Woodward,  Secretary 


Street  Lighting  Committee 
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The  Town  of   Acton  has   over   725   street   lights   throughout   the  town. 

Boston  Edison  has  been  given  an  order   to  up-date   several  old  fixtures 
and   install  new   lights   in   the   coming  year. 

We   subscribe   to   the  policy   adopted  with   the   formation  of   the  Committee 
that   new  street   lights,    in  most  instances,  will  be   installed  only  at  street 
intersections,    dangerous   curves,   fire   alarm  boxes  and   locations  designated 
as  hazardous  by   the  Fire  Chief,   Police  Chief   or   this  Committee. 

The  Committee  extends   to   the  Town  Manager  and   the   Board   of  Selectmen 
their   sincere  appreciation  for   their   cooperation  during   the  year  1976. 

Leslie  F.    Parke,  Chairman 

Booth  D.  Jackson 

H.    Stuart  MacGregor 

Town  Engineer 

Ralph  W.    Herrick,   Jr.,   Town  Engineer 

During   1976   the  Engineering  Department  had  no   changes  in  personnel. 
The  staff   consists   of   Ralph  W.    Herrick,   Jr.   P.E.    &  L.S.,   Town  Engineer; 
David  F.   Abbt,   Assistant  Town  Engineer;   Eric  K.   Durling  and  William  D. 
Boston,   Engineering  Assistants;   Robert   J.   Marques,   Rodman;   and  Donna 
Stacy,  Secretary. 

Again   this  year  Acton's  waste  disposal'  problems   occupied  a   large  portion 
of   our   time.      Revised  operation  plans  for   the  Route   2   landfill  were  completed 
and  submitted   to   the  Massachusetts  Department   of   Environmental  Quality 
Engineering.      The  plans  were  approved  on  April   12,    1976.     During   the  year  we 
continued  field   stakeout   in  advance   of   filling  and  monitoring   to  insure 
compliance  with  the   approved  plans. 

Work  was   started  on  operation  plans   for   the  future   landfill  site  on 
Quarry  Road  in  North  Acton.      This   included  updating   the   existing  contour 
plans,   preparing  plans   to  show  site  data,    drawing   cross   sections,  and 
designing   the  preparation  of   the  site  and   the  initial   lift.  Approximately 
30%  of   the   design  is  done  and  we  expect   to  continue  working   on   these  plans 
next  year. 

Reconstruction  work  by   the  Highway  Department  under   our  supervision 
continued  at   the  Town's   Septage  Disposal  Area  in  North  Acton.      Although  the 
Town  did  not  acquire  title   to   the   14.89  acre  parcel  until  May  6,    1976,  and 
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approval  from  the  Mass.   Department   of   Environmental  Quality  Engineering  of 
plans  prepared  by  us  was  not   obtained  until  June   10,    1976,   work  had  begun 
in  December,    1975.      Additional  funding    ($26,500.00)    for   this  construction 
was   appropriated   at   the   1976  Annual  Town  Meeting   to  add   to  the  original 
$14,500.00  appropriated  at   the   1975  Annual  Town  Meeting. 

Our   records  indicate  for   the  period  November   1975   through  November  1976, 
9,016,400  gallons  of   septage  have  been  discharged  at   this  facility.  This 
volume  with   a  discharge  fee   of   $2.00/1000   gal.    has  brought   to   the  Town 
approximately   $18,000.00  in  revenue   to  help   defray  the   cost   of  operation. 
Work  is,   however,   progressing   slowly  due   to   the  massive  clean  up  problems 
of   the  area  and   other   committments   that   require   the   attention  of  the 
Highway  Department. 

Considerable   time  has   been  spent  during   the  year   on   the   survey  and 
design  work  connected  with   the  proposed  South  Acton  commuter   rail  parking 
facility.      This   department   surveyed   the  property   lines,   prepared  a  plan  and 
marked   the  property  corners  with  granite  bounds.      Chapter   859   of   the  Acts 
of   1975    (Comprehensive  Rail  Transit,   Accelerated  Highway  and  Railroad 
Improvement   and  Maintenance   Bonding  Authorization)   provided   $95,000.00  in 
State  funding  for   the   construction  of   this   facility.      Agreement  was  reached 
with   the  Mass.    D.P.W.    for   the   Town   to  design  and   construct   this   facility  with 
reimbursement   from  the   State   as  work  progresses.      At   this   time   final  plans 
have  been   completed  by   this   department,   an  environmental  impact  statement 
has  been   filed,    and   the  Conservation  Commission  has   issued  an  order  under 
the  Wetlands  Act    (G.L.    Ch.131  Sect. 40).      Work  is   scheduled   to  begin  this 
spring   as   soon  as  weather  permits. 

Two  parcels   of    land  were   surveyed   this  year  for   the  Conservation 
Commission.      The  first  was   the   so-called  "Bean  Land",   a  6.42   acre  parcel 
located  at   the  end   of  Wood  Lane.      The   second  was   the   "Bridges  Land"  20.50 
acres   located  on  Taylor  Road.      Plans  were  prepared  for   recording  in  the 
Registry  of  Deeds   and   granite  bounds,    drill  holes,    or   copperweld  rods  were 
set   at  most   of   the  property  corners. 

We   also   assisted    the   Community   Education  Coordinator   and   the  Conserva- 
tion Commission   in   starting   a   Community  Gardens  Program  by   laying   out  the 
20'    x   30'    garden  plots   on  the  Conservation  Land   located   on  Main   Street  in 
North  Acton.     A  total   of    75  plots  were   staked  and  a  plan  prepared.  Sample 
forms   from   the   Town   of   Wayland  were   adapted   for   use   in   the  Acton  program. 

Work  for   the  Cemetery  Commissioners   this  year   consisted  of   design  and 
layout   of   new  grave   lot   sections   in  Woodlawn  and  Mount  Hope  Cemeteries.  We 
also  prepared   the  preliminary  design  of   a  new  iron  entrance   gate  for 
Woodlawn  Cemetery.      Some  headway  was   also  made   in   the   preparation   of   a  genera] 
atlas   for  Woodlawn  Cemetery. 
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All   guard   rail   under   the  Town's   jurisdiction  was   inspected   and  a 
replacement   program  prepared   and   submitted   to   the  Massachusetts  Department 
of   Public  Works    for   funding   under   the   Governor's   Highway   Safety  Program. 
This  program  covers  major   replacement   of   guard  rail  at  high  hazard  loca- 
tions  such  as  bridges,    culverts  and  intersections.      Replacement,  if 
approved,   will  be  with  metal  beam   type   highway  guard   rail.      Minor  repairs 
of   existing  guard   rail  were   referred   to   the  Highway  Department  in  writing 
for   corrective  action. 

Sidewal   construction  lagged   this  year,   however,    initial  plans  were 
prepared  for   the   reconstruction  of   a  section  of   concrete   sidewalk  in  West 
Acton  and   the   extension  of   the  Mass.   Ave.    (Route   111)    sidewalk   to  the 
K-Mart  driveway.      Hopefully,   more  actual  construction  will   take  place  nex. 
year  when  more   of   this  work  will  be  put   out   for  competitive  bids   by  private 
contractors. 


Contracts  were  prepared   for   the  public  bidding  of  vehicles   to  be 
purchased  by   the  Town. 

Plans  were  prepared  for   the   installation  of   boulders  with  historical 
plaques   on  Prospect   Street    (Cour tr ight ' s )    and  Arlington  Street    (Casselbury ) . 
In  addition  an  easement  was  prepared  for   the   location  on  Prospect  Street; 
i  submitted  for  approval  by   the  Town  Meeting  and  was   subsequently   recorded  in 
the  Middlesex  South  District  Registry   of  Deeds. 

Several  determinations   of   Flood  Plain   location  were  made  during  the 
year  for   the  Building  Commissioner  and   the   Conservation  Commission. 

A  deed  and  warrant   article  was  prepared   transferring   the   two  railroad 
bridges   in  South  Acton  to   the  Massachusetts  Department   of  Public  Works.  The 
D.P.W.   will  now  be  responsible   for  maintaining   these  bridges    (iron   truss  and 
granite  arch).   Previously,    the   responsibility  was  held  jointly  by  the  B  &  M 
Railroad  and   the  Town. 


Subdivisions  are  reviewed  by   the  Engineering  Department   from  initial 
design  to  completion  of   the  roads.      A  comprehensive  engineering  evaluation 
of   all  aspects   of   a  proposed  subdivision  is  made,   based  upon   the  current 
Subdivision  Rules  and  Regulations   adopted  by  the  Planning   Board.      This  spring 
Concord-Acton  Park  and  Briarbrook  Village  North  were  reviewed   in  this  manner. 
Subdivision  roads  under   construction   this   year  that  were   inspected  by  this 
department  were  Knox  Trail   (Concord-Acton  Park),   Robinwood  Road,  Brucewood 
Road    (Brucewood  Subdivision),   Lothrop  Road,   Wayside  Lane   (Central  Estates) 
and  Robert  Road,   Puritan  Road    (Fairway  Heights   Section  II).      Bond  estimates 
were  also  prepared  as   requested  by   the  Planning  Board   to   cover   the   cost  of 
uncompleted  work  on  subdivision  bonds  prior   to   lots  being   released  for 
building . 
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The  completion  and  acceptance  by  the  Town  of   the   extension  of  Tuttle 
Drive  permitted   the  abandonment   of   the   temporary  turnaround  on  Lot  8 
(owned  by  the  Waldes) .      This  department   coordinated   the  job  of  obtaining 
Town  Meeting   approval,   having   Town  Counsel  prepare   the   deed  and  recording 
the  deed  in  the  Registry. 

The  proposed  reconstruction  of  Central  Street  from  Orchard  Drive  to 
the   Boston  and  Maine  Railroad   tracks   is  now   scheduled   to  begin   this  spring. 
This  year  much  time  was  devoted   to  obtaining  construction  easements  on 
abutting  properties,    a  drainage  outfall  permit    (from  the   Boston  and  Maine 
Railroad)    and   assisting   the  Massachusetts  Department   of   Public   Works  in 
preparing   the  contract  documents.      This  project  will  be  done  under  contract 
by   a  firm  and   engineering   supervision  will  be  provided  by   the  Massachusetts 
Department   of   Public  Works. 

We   cooperated  with   the   Highway  Department   on  several  drainage  projects; 
doing   the   survey,   design  and   stakeout   for   construction  on  Brook  Street, 
Conant   Street,    High   Street,    Highland  Road  and   the   replacement   of   a  major 
culvert   on  Arlington  Street.      The   Highway  Department  was   also  given 
assistance   in  the  preparation   of    their  budget   and  work  schedules. 

Setting   and  maintaining   granite   road  bounds   at   the  beginning  and  ends 
of   curves   on  the  exterior   lines  of   streets  is  a  continuing  project  for  the 
Engineering  Department.      These  bounds   are   set   and  maintained   according  to 
G.L.    Ch.    86,    Sect.l  on   laidout   roads,    that  have  not  previously  been  bounded 
or  where   they  have  been  damaged  or  destroyed,    to  delineate   the  road  right- 
of-way  and   thereby  aid   abutting  property   owners   and  private   surveyors  in 
establishing   property   lines.      This   year   road  bounds  were  replaced  on  Old 
Village  Road    (4),   North  Main  Street    (1),   Phlox  Lane    (2),   Hayward  Road  (1) 
and   the  initial  field  work  was   done   to  re-bound  a  section  of   South  Main  Street. 

On  a  daily  basis,    the  Engineering  Department  handles   the   routine  tasks 
of:    inspecting   street   cuts   related   to   the   installation   of   utilities  and 
driveways,    responding   to   requests   concerning   drainage  problems,  reviewing 
site  plans,    preparing   street   acceptances,    updating   the  Town  Atlas,  Flood 
Plain  Maps,    Zoning  Maps   and   other   Town  Maps,   providing   the   general  public 
with  information,    and   assisting   the  various   Town  boards   and  agencies. 

This   department  will  continue   to   use   its   resources   to  meet   the  Town's 
various   engineering  needs.      We  appreciate   the   cooperation  received  from  the 
other   Town  Departments,    Boards   and   Committees,    and  anticipate  further 
productive   efforts   in   the   coming  year. 
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Town  Forest  Committee 

Franklin  H.    Charter  Emery  Nelson 

The  boundaries    of   both  Town  Forest   areas   were  marked  with  paint  to 
designate  public  property.      Fire    lanes  were   checked   for   fallen   trees  and 
sprouting  brush. 


The   forests   are  used   by   Scouts,   hikers   and  nature- lovers .  The 
Durkee    lot   is   used   extensively  by  horseback  riders. 


Tree  Department 

Franklin  H.    Charter,    Tree  Warden 

The   Tree  Department  planted   100  new   trees    in   1976,    25   of   these  were 
planted   on   town  property  where   the   right   of  way  was  wide   enough  for  a  good 
tree   lawn.      The   remainder  were  planted  on  private  property  wheir  their 
growth  would   not   interfere  with  trucks   and  busses,    or   their   roots  heave 
sidewalks.      New  housing   developments   are  now  required   to  plant    their  own 
trees   or   retain   those   trees   already  present   along   their  streets. 


We  continued  our  program  of  pruning  dead  and  interfering  branches 
over  sidewalks  and  streets.  We  also  pruned  branches  from  public  trees 
interfering  with  private  homes   or  property. 

Dead   or  dangerous   trees   are   removed  by   the   Tree  Department   and  by 
private   contractors.      The  widening   of   streets   and   sidewalks,    plus   the  use 
of   rock  salt,    results   in   the   decline   of    the   trees   along   the   streets   in  the 
older  parts   of    the   town.      Tree   stumps   are   ground   out   below  ground   level  so 
they   are  not   a  hazard   to  motorists,    snowplows   or  pedestrians. 
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Acton  Youth  Commission 


Cornelia  Huber,  Chairman 

The  Acton  Youth  Commission  was  created  in  May  of   1971.    It  is  made  up 
of  seven  members  appointed  by  the  Town  Manager  with  the  approval  of  the 
Board  of   Selectmen.     The  Commission  continues   to  involve  itself  with  the 
needs  of  young  people  of  Acton  and  has  made  some  rather  exciting  progress 
in  its  attempt  to  keep  abreast  of  changing  needs  in  this  area. 

To  discover  the  areas  in  which  we  can  function  most  usefully,  we  are 
in  contact  with  local  clergy,  youth  coordinators  from  other  towns,  educators 
and  young  people  of  Acton   (particularly  the  Student  Government  elected  Youth 
Commission  at  the  high  school).     These  are  valuable  sources  of  youth  reaction 
and  input. 

The  Youth  Commission  maintains  close  ties  and  good  rapport  with  the 
Youth  Employment  Service  giving  direction  where  needed.     The  Youth  Employ- 
ment Service  has  provided  a  valuable  source  of  information  about  the 
needs  of  youth  and  we  enjoy  their  continued  enthusiasm  and  representation 
at  our  twice  monthly  meetings.     The  Youth  Employment  Service  report,  pre- 
pared by  the  Coordinator,   Carol  Peterson,  follows. 

Youth  Employment  Service 

The  Youth  Employment  Service  has  continued  its  upward  trend  in  the 
period  of  December  1,   1975  through  November  31,   1976.     This  is  exemplified 
in  the  following  statistics:      odd  jobs   384;   steady  jobs   315.     Of   these,  185 
were  employed  by  businesses  and  514  by  homeowners.     This  represents  a  total 
of  479  jobs.     There  were  56  requests  for  the  Y.E.S.   babysitting  list,  which 
is  constantly  updated  and  m  aintained  in  convenient  neighborhood  listings. 
Thirty-two  jobs  went  unfilled. 

The  period  of  greatest  activity  continues  to  be  the  early  fall  when 
businesses  are  hiring  people  to  replace  departing  college  students.  This 
activity  is  due  almost  entirely  to  publicity  in  two  areas:   a)  personal 
contact  by  two  Y.E.S.   Jpb  Solicitors  to  the  majority  of  businesses  in  the 
community,  and  b)   advertisements  placed  in  local  newspapers  and  store  windows 

The  Youth  Employment  Service   is  continuing  as  before  with  one  Job 
Coordinator  and  is  planning  to  rehire  two  Job  Solicitors  in  April.  The 
office  hours  are  weekdays  2-4  P.M.,    September  1-May  31,   and  8  A.M. -4  P.M. 
during  the  summer  months.     The   telephone  number  is   263-0123.     The  Y.E.S. 
staff  would  like  to  thank  the  Acton-Boxborough  Regional  High  School  and  the 
Acton  Youth  Commission  for  their  steady  help  and  support. 

(More  detailed  breakdown  of   the  above  statistics  may  be  obtained  from  the 
Y.E.S.   office  or  the  Youth  Commission.) 
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The   Commission   enjoys   a   similar-  rapport   with   the   Council   on  Drug 
Education    (CODE)    and   continues    to   support    their   program.      The   CODE  report 
f o 1 lows . 

CODE 

The  Town  support   of   CODE   is   administered   through   the  Youth  Commission, 
since   the  Hotline   and   related   activities    serve  mainly   youth   and  their 
parents.      CODE   serves   an   eight    town   area,    and   is   supported   by   funds   from  the 
towns   served,    donations    from  private   organizations   and   individuals,    as  well 
'as   a  major   grant   from   the    State   Department    of   Mental   Health  Division  of 
Drug   Rehabilitation.      The   Action  Youth   Commission   and   CODE  maintain  close 
cooperation.      CODE   services   are   carried   out  by   a  full-time  executive 
director*  and   assistant   to   the  director,    a  part-time   community  relations 
coordinator,    a  staff   of   40  volunteers,    and  a   dedicated  board   of  directors, 
representing   the   8   towns   CODE  serves. 

A  major   CODE   activity   is   the  Hotline,   manned  by   some   40   trained  vol- 
unteers.     CODE's  Hotline   gets   about   475   calls   a  month.      Most   calls  concern 
sex-related  problems,   personal-parent- teenager  problems,   and   drug  usage 
and   abuse.      Other   CODE   services   include   discussion  groups   on  parent- teenager 
relationships,    divorce,   and  drug/alcohol  workshops.      The  CODE  drop-in 
center   is   open  d u"r ing  Hotline  hours. 
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The  public   is  welcome   to  visit   the  drop-in  center  and  CODE  offices  at 
136  Main  Street.      Hours   of   the  Hotline  and  drop-in  center  are  9:00  A.M.  to 
11:00  P.M.   Monday   through  Friday;    7:00  P.M.    to   11:00  P.   M.    Saturdays  and 
Sundays.      A  24-hour   answering   service  is  available.      The  Hotline  number  is 
263-877  7  . 


A  Youth  Mall  was   staged  in  late  spring.      The  parking   lot  at  the 
Mammoth  Mart  was   filled  with  young  people  displaying   and  selling  their 
hand-crafted  articles. 


Other  activities  past  include   the  successful  dance  held  with  live 
music  at   the  high  school  last  winter,    the  movie  program   (both  programs  will 
continue   this  year)    and   the  enormously  popular  Tall  Ships   excursion  to 
Newport   Harbor  --   several  hundred  Acton  residents  joined  us   on   that  one. 

A  "Place  for  Youth"   is  almost  a  reality  at   this  writing  --  a  place 
to  sit   and   talk  on  Sunday  evenings  will  probably  be  available  in  January 
(unobtrusively   attended  by  Youth  Commission  members   as  well). 

In   the  works,   with  one  session  behind  us,   is  a  survival  type  program 
for  young  people  which   is   being   led  by   a  qualified   instructor   in   this  field 
This   is  proving   to  be  a  very  popular  endeavor. 

The   Youth  Commission  wishes   to   thank   the  people  who  have   shared  our 
interest   in  working  with   the  youth  of  Acton,    and   have   advised  us  and 
supported   our  efforts.      We  actively  encourage  visitor  participation  at  our 
meetings   held   on   the   first   and   third  Tuesdays   in  Room   310   in   the  Junior 
High   at   8:00  P.M. 


Cornelia  Huber,  Chairman 

Robert   Caldwell  Marilu  Nowlin,   Financial  Officer 

Hayden  Duggan  William  Ryan 
Charles  Kadison 


Protection  of  Persons  and  Property 
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Board  of  Hoalth 


Steven  Calichman,  Director 

Donald  Gilberti,    Chairman         Edwin  Richter  David   Ogrodnick,  D.D.S. 

The  Acton  Board  of   Health  has  a  new  member   this  year, 
David  Ogrodnick,   D.D.S.     Dr.    Ogrodnick  was  appointed   to  fill  the 
opening  created  when  Dr.    Swartz's   term  expired.      The  Board  thanks 
Dr.    Swartz  for   three  years   of   devoted  conscientious  service. 

The  staff   of   the  Acton  Board  of   Health  was   again  kept  quite 
busy  during   the  past  year.      The  number  of   environmental  health 
inspections   increased  almost  50%,    to  over   1900  visits. 

The   staff,   with  guidance  from  Town  Counsel,   was  forced  to 
initiate  Court   action  to  correct   some  serious  health  hazards  within 
the   town.      This   action  was   instrumental   in  the  development  of 
repair  plans  for   the  failing   septic   systems  of   two   large  apartment 
complexes;    Elmwood  Manor   and  Richardson's  Crossing. 

Large   septic   system  repairs  were  made  at  Pillar  Housel,  Great 
Road  Apartments,   Renvyle  Apartments  and   the  Woodvale  Apartments 
(which  built   and  now  operate   the   third  privately  owned   sewage  treatment 
plant  within  the  Town).      Septic  system  repairs  and   expansion  are 
presently  underway  for   the   systems   serving   the  Harris   Street  Apartments. 

The   Septage  Disposal  Area   in  North  Acton  has  been   the  scene 
of   continuous   improvements.      The  plan   to  upgrade   the  area,  prepared 
by   the  Acton  Engineering  Department,   was  approved  by  the  Department 
of   Environmental  Quality  Engineering.      The  approved  plan  has  been 
implemented  by  Highway  Department  personnel  and   they  are  presently 
in  the  proeess  of   constructing   four  additional   shallow  lagoons  which 
will  allow  storage  capacity  for   the  winter. 

The   Engineering  Department   also  prepared  a  plan  for   the  operation 
and   filling  procedures   for   the  existing   Sanitary  Landfill  area  which  was 
approved  by   the  Department   of   Environmental  Quality  Engineering.  This 
is   the  first   time   that   the  Landfill   site  has  formally  been  approved. 

This  year   the   Board   of   Health  staff   has  been  pleased  to  conduct 
housing   inspections  for   the  Acton  Housing  Authority   so  they  can 
comply  with  Housing   and  Urban  Development   regulations  controlling 
their  rent   subsidies  program. 
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AS    the   Health  Director,    I   am   an   Ex-Officio  member   of  the 
Wastewater  Management   Advisory   Committee   and    I   have   been  deeply 
involved  with   the  work  of    this   committee.      It   has   been  an  interesting, 
but   also  a   frustrating   experience,   dealing  with  the   State  and 
Federal   Bureaucracy.      The   Committee,    with   our    consulting  engineer, 
is   developing   a   "plan   of    study"   which  will  meet   the   requirements  of 
the  Federal   201  program. 


I  would    like    to   take   this   time    to   thank   the   Acton   Board   of  Health 
members,    staff   personnel,   Town  officials,    other  Town  Departments  and 
past   and  present  members   of   the  Professional  Advisory  Committee  for 
their   support   and   cooperation   throughout   the  year. 


The   following   is  my  yearly  report   stating   the   services  and 
activities   of   the   Board   of   Health  for  1976. 


Rabies  Clinic 


The  Acton  Board   of   Health  holds  a  rabies   immunization  clinic 
in   late 'March  or   early  April  of   each  year,   for   all  dogs   six  months  of 
age   or   over.      Under  Massachusetts  Law,    every  dog  must  be   immunized  once 
every   two  years. 


The   Board   of   Health  wishes   to  publicly   thank  Gardner  Kenneson, 
D.V.M.,   who  has   staffed   and  run   the   clinic  for   a  number   of  years 
with  no  reimbursement. 


Mosquito   Control  Program 

The   control   consisted   of    two  and   one  half   foggings   of    the  Town 
by  Ultra-Low-Volume  apparatus   for   the   control  of   adult  mosquitoes. 
Malathion  is   the  pesticide  used   to   accomplish   this  purpose. 


The  Town  personnel  did   approximately   75%   of   the  fogging   in  the 
Town.      The  remaining   25%  was  done  by   the  Central  Massachusetts 
Mosquito  Control  Project. 

Source  reduction  work  in   the  form  of   stream,    ditch,    and  drain 
cleaning  and  clearing  was   done  by  both   the   Control  Project  and 
summer   employees   of   the  Board   of  Health. 


Septic   Tank  Care 


All  residents   in   the  Town  of  Acton  are  reminded   of   their  respon- 
sibility  to  maintain  their   septic   tanks   and  underground   leaching  areas. 

A  septic   tank   system  will   serve  a  home  satisfactorily   only  if   it  is 
properly   located,   designed,    constructed  and  adequately  maintained. 
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Even  a  good   system  which  does  not  have  proper   care  and  attention 
may  become   a   nuisance  and   a  burdensome  expense. 

Neglect   of    the   septic   tank  is   the  most   frequent   cause   of  damage 
to   the   leaching   systems.      When   the    tank   is   not   cleaned,  solids 
build   up   until   they   are   carried   into   the  underground    leaching  pipe 
system,   where   they  block  the   flow  of    the   liquid   into   the   soil.  When 
this   happens,    the   leaching   system  must   be   rebuilt   or   relocated  -- 
a   costly  undertaking.      The   precautions   of   periodic   inspection  and 
cleaning   of    the   septic   tank   can  prevent   this   needless   expense  and 
work  by   extending   the   life   of    the   leaching  systems. 

The   frequency   of    cleaning   depends   on   the   size   of    the   septic  tank 
and   the   number   of   people   it   serves.      When  a  garbage   grinder   is  used, 
more   frequent   cleaning  will  be   required.      With  ordinary   use  and 
care,    a   septic   tank  usually  requires   cleaning   every   two  years.  When 
the   total   depth  of   scums   and  solids   at   the   inlet   exceeds  one-third 
of    the    liquid   depth   of    the   tank,    the   tank   should  be   cleaned.  The 
accumulated   solids   are   ordinarily  pumped   out   by   companies   do  this 
work   satisfactorily.      The   solids   removed   should  be  buried   or  disposed 
of    in   a  manner   approved   by  your   local  Health  Department   to  avoid 
obnoxious   odors   and  health   hazards.      There   are  no   chemicals,  yeasts, 
bacteria,    enzymes,    or   other   substances   capable   of   eliminating  or 
reducing    the   solids   and   scum  in   a   septic   tank  so   that  periodic  cleaning 
by   the  homeowner   is   unnecessary.      Contrary   to   some  beliefs,    the  addition 
of    such  products   is   not   necessary   for    the  proper   functioning   of  a 
septic   tank  disposal   system  and   can  be   harmful   to   the   leaching  field. 

Garbage  Collection 

The  Town  of   Acton  maintains   a  municipal   garbage   collection  and 
is   based   on   a   once-a-week   collection.      All  garbage   shall  be   stored  in 
a  place   convenient   for   removal.      Garbage   collectors   are   not  allowed 
to   enter   any  building,    breezeway,    garage,    etc.,    to  pick  up  garbage. 
Rubbish  must   not   be  placed   in  with   the   garbage;    garbage   cans   should  be 
of   adequate   size   and  have   tight    lids.      Paper  bags,    paper  wrapping  or 
other    trash   shall  not   be   deposited  with   edible   garbage.      Paths  and 
garbage   pail   areas  must   be   free   of    ice  and   snow  and  paths  sanded 
for   safe   footing.      All   garbage   complaints   shall  be   directed   to  Mr.  Shaw, 
369-75411      If   you   do  not   have   satisfaction   after   contacting  Mr.  Shaw, 
call   the   Board   of   Health   at    263-4736   and  we  will   try   to   remedy  the 
situation.      Please   contact   the   B.O.H.    to  begin   this  service. 

Sanitary  Landfill 

The   Town   of   Acton  maintains   a   sanitary   landfill   for   rubbish  and 
trash  disposal.      It    is   located   on  Route   2  just   West   of   Hosmer  Street, 
and   it   is   open  six  days   a  week   from   8:00   a.m.    to   3:45   p.m.      and  closed 

 .  —  _ 
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on   Sundays   and   Holidays.      (Check  schedule  posted   at   entrance  for 
summer   hours . ) 

Swine   Flu    Immunization  Program 

In   the  Fall   of    1976,    the   Federal  Government   funded   and  mandated 
a  mass   immunization  program  for   an   anticipated   influenza  epidemic. 

As   a   result,    the  Acton   Board   of   Health   offered   a   number  of 
clinics    to   reach   the   population  "at   risk."      This   included   all  those 
persons   65   and   over,    or   those  with   chronic   health  problems   for  the 
earliest    clinics,    and   then,    as   the  vaccine  became  more   available,  clinics 
for   those   over    18  who   desired   the  vaccine.      It  was   recommended  that 
the  parents   of   children  under    18   consult  with   their   private  physician 
concerning    the   advisability   of    their   child   receiving  vaccine. 

The   Commonwealth   of  Massachusetts,   Department   of   Public  Health, 
stated   that   less    than  half   of    the  high   risk  citizens   and   a  much  smaller 
number   of    the  general  population  have   taken  advantage   of    the  full 
programs.      Less   than    10%   of   Acton's   residents   requested  immunization. 

Although   the  vaccine  was  made  available   at   no   cost   to   the  Town, 
the   administration   and  provision   of    this  program  has   been   costly  both 
in   time   and   utilization  of   personnel.      We  estimate   that,  although 
volunteers  were   utilized   for   our   clinics,    the   cost   of    the  program 
has   been   approximately   one   dollar  per   injection  given. 


The  response  to  our  advertisec  c 
Many  people  requested  the  service  dur 
This  has  caused  other  health  programs 
our  efforts  will  be  rewarded  with  a  w 
death  due   to  influenza. 


linics  was  not  particularly  good, 
ing   our   regular   office  hours. 

to   suffer  delays.      We  hope  that 
inter   free   from  extensive   illness  and 


Day  Care  Services 


Day   Care   Centers   are  now   licensed   by   the   State   of  Massachusetts, 
Office   for   Children.      The   Northeast   Coordinator   is  Mr.  Plunkett, 
and  he   can  be   reached   by  dialing   492-1572.      The  Acton   Board   of  Health 
is   in   t-he   process   of   again  becoming    the    licensing   agency  for  the 
Town.      When   and    if    this   change    takes   place,   we  will  notify  all  the 
people   involved   in  Day   Care  Centers. 


Well  Child  Clinic 


The   Acton   Board   of   Health   is   now  sponsoring  a   free   "Well  Child 
Clinic"    for   Acton  residents,    to  be   given  monthly.      This   is   for  routine 
physical   examinations   and   immunizations.      This   service  was   not  intended 


to  replace  the  child's  family  physician,  but  increases  health  services 
to   the  young  community. 


Communicable  Diseases  Reported  for  1976 


Animal  Bites  10 

Chicken  Pox  48 

German  Measles  0 

Gonorrhea  10 

Mumps  5 

Strep  3 


Measles  1 

Salmonella  1 

Syphillis  2 

Amebic  Dysentery  0 

Meningitis  1 

Hepatitis  0 

Tuberculosis  2 


Chapter   III,    Section   111  of   the  General  Laws,   Commonwealth  of 
Massachusetts,   requires   that  all  communicable  diseases  must  be  reported 
to  the  Board   of   Health,  263-4736. 


P ermits  and  L icenses  Issued 


Installers  Permits  37 
Sewerage  Disposal  Permits 
Food  Establishments  39 
Temporary  Food  Establishments  14 
Retail  Food   Establishments  27 
Milk  and  Cream  Licenses  46 
Mobile  Food  Server  Permits  8 
Milk  Dealers  16 


Offal  Transport  10 

Commercial  Haulers  Permit  15 

Well  Permits  8 
Public   and  Semi-Public 

Swimming  Facilities  21 
Sewerage  Transporter  Permits  17 

Burial  or  Removal  Permits  71 

Plumbing  Permits  236 

Gas  Permits  153 

Privie  Permits  2 


Permits  and  Dealers 


Total  Collected  Miscellaneous   Items  $2,569.00 

Plumbing  Permits  2,700.50 

Gas  Permits  1,449.00 

Sewerage  Permits  -   77  new  1,925.00 

69  repair  345.00 

Thirty  Six  Sewer  Connections  180. 00 

9,  168.50 


Acton  Public  Health  Nursing  Service 
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Florence  M.    Ross,   R.N.,    Senior   Town  Nurse       Rosemarie  Durkin,  R.N., 

Town  Nurse 

[Catherine  MasLanka,   R.N.,   Town  Nurse  Susanne   E.   McRee,  R.N., 

Supervisor 

Karen  A.    Callahan,    Secretary  to   the   Board  of  Health 

The  Acton  Public   Health  Nursing   Service,   a   certified  Home  Health 
Agency,    serves   the  community  by  providing   skilled  nursing  services  on 
a  part-time  basis   in  the  home  and  performing   the  nursing  responsibilities 
of   the  Board   of  Health. 

The  Public  Health  Nurses   services  are  available   to  all  Acton 
residents.      The   services  provided  under   the   supervision  of   the  in- 
dividual's physician  include:      dressing   changes,   giving  injectable 
medications ,   monitoring  cardiac  patients,    diabetic   teaching,  support 
and  guidance  of   the  mother  and  newborn,    teaching  and  rehabilitation 
of   a  patient  recuperating  at  home,    teaching  and  assisting  a   family  in 
the  care  of   a  person  in  the  home,   and   evaluation  and  referral  of  clients 
to  the  proper  area  resources. 

The   sick,   convalescent,   handicapped,    or  elderly  person  who  remains 
at  home,   or   is  able  to  return  home  earlier  from  another  facility,  is 
afforded   the   opportunity   to  receive  appropriate   case  while  living 
close  to   their   family  and  friends   in  familiar  surrounding. 

Additional  health  services   available   to  Acton  residents  through 
contract  with  the  Public  Health  Nursing   Service  assist   the  family 
and  nurse   in  helping  clients   in  their  homes.      A  contract  with  Emerson 
Hospital  provides   the  services  of   a  Physical  Therapist,   who,   under  a 
physician's   orders,   will  provide  evaluation,    therapy,   and   teaching  in 
the  home  for  a  homebound  or  recuperating  person.      A  Medical  Social 
Worker   is   available,   part-time,    to  patients  and  their  families 
visited  by  the  agency  for  home  visits  and  consultation. 

Home  Health  Aides  may  be  obtained   through  the  Concord  Family 
Service.     The  Home  Health  Aide  assists  the  Public  Health  Nurse  by 
performing   services  which  do  not  require   the  highly   skilled  qualifi- 
cations of   a  professional  nurse,   such  as  baths,    shampoos,   and  assistance 
with  meal  preparation. 

To  support   this  full  range   of   services,    there   is   a  charge  for 
home  visits.     Many  of   the  visits  and   services  are  either  fully  or 
partially  covered  by  Medicare,    Blue  Cross,  Medicaide,   private  insurance 
policies,   Veterans   Services,   or  other  plans.      The  nurse  will  make 
every  effort  to  assist   the  client   in  obtaining  financial  coverage.  No 
one   is  refused   services  based   solely  on   their  ability  to  pay. 


In   1976,   the  following  visits  were  made  to  the  ill  or  convalescent 
in  their  home: 


2376  Nursing  visits  to  235  patients;    1747  visits  to  persons  over  65, 


17  Physical  Therapy  visits  to  9  patients. 


40  Social  Service  home  visits  and  200  consultations  to   15  patients, 


420  Home  Health  Aide  visits  to   16  patients. 


Fees  C o 1 lected 


Cash  5252.60 

Medicare  16,519.40 

Blue  Cross  2,219.38 

Medicaide  6,784.00 

Veterans  Services  195.00 

Other  0 .  00 

Total  30,970.38 


The  Town-supported  nursing  programs   and  activities  throughithe 
Board  of  Health  are  in  the  areas  of  Communicable  Disease  Control, 
Maternal  and  Child  Health,   and   Immunization  and   Screening.  The 
emphasis   is  on  prevention,    early  detection  and  education. 

Communicable  Disease  Control  involves  home  visits   and  follow-up 
of   reported   cases   of   Hepatitis,    Salmonella,   and  Tuberculosis.  The 
nurse   investigates   the  source  and  assists   the  family  in  understanding 
and  controlling   the  disease. 

Immunization  and   screening  programs  are  made  available  to  the 
public  for  educational  purposes  and  for  prevention. 


1.  Tuberculin  testing   for   local  business   establishments,  Town 
employees,    teachers  and  volunteers  in  nursery  schools.  (One 
clinic  and  ongoing   testing  as  needed.) 

2.  Lead  Poison  Screening.      (Done  on  a  continual  basis  by  request 
and   through  clinics). 

3.  Blood  Pressure  Screening  Clinic  and  Diabetic  Screening 
Clinic.      (Four  Clinics) 

4.  Breast   Self-Exam  Clinic.      (One  clinic). 

5.  Influenza  Vaccine   Clinics.      (Four   Clinics  and  Home,  A-Victoria 
and/or  A  Swine  and  office  visits). 
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6.  Diptheria  Tetanus   Booster  Program  for  ninth  grade  students. 
(One   clinic) . 

7.  Well  Child  Clinics.      (Once  a  month  on   the   third  Wednesdays). 

Children  113 
Families  65 
Visits  167 


Maternal  and   Child  Health 


The  nursing  staff  makes  visits   to   the  home   of   every  infant 
designated  a  premature,   and   to   those  who  request   the  service  or  for 
whom  we  receive  a  referral.     There  were  57  visits   to  premature  infants 
in   1976.     The  nurse  is  available  for   consultation  to  any  mother  with 
questions   regarding  growth  and  development   or  with   special  problems. 

The  Well  Child  Clinic,    sponsored  by   the  Board   of   Health,  was 
established  to  meet   the  needs   for  preventive  health  services  to  infants 
and  preschool  Acton  residents.      The  clinics,   held  monthly,    are  open  to 
any  preschool   child  under   the  supervision  of   the  Acton  Public  Health 
Nurses,    and  Gene   Swartz,   M.D.,   Medical  Advisor   to   the   Board   of  Health. 
The  clinic   is   staffed  by  Ellen  Bell,   M.D.    and  Ray  Tripp,  M.D.,  child 
specialists,    on  a  rotating  basis.      Routine  physical  examinations  and 
immunizations   are  given. 

A  Breast   Self-Exam  Clinic  was  held   in  March  of   this  year.      It  was 

established  as  a  screening  and  educational  program.      We  are  grateful 

to  Doctors  C.C.    Baher,    Seymore  DiMare,    Henry  Harvey,   Henry  Vaillant, 

Sarah  Carter,   Mary  Donald,    and  the   18  nurses  who   assisted  with  the 
clinic. 


The  nurses  participated  in  many  inservice  and  educational  programs 
covering   a  broad  range  of   areas.      They  also  participated   in  the 
Career  Opportunity  Practical  Experience  Program  at   the  High  School. 
Two   students   attended   the  Well  Child  Clinic,   One   student  attended  the 
Lead   Screening  Clinic,   One  student   attended   an   inservice  meeting,  and 
one   student  "shadowed"    the  nurse  for   a  day,   making  home  visits  with  her. 

Your  nurses  have  been  involved  with   the   following  agencies  and 
resources : 


Nursing  Advisor   to   Salvation  Army  Committee  Council  on  Aging 

Act  on- Boxbor ough  School  Health  Program  Senior  Citizens 

Adult   Education  -  Acton-Boxborough  Resource  person  for  CODE 

Alcoholics  Units,   Middlesex  County  Hospital  Whitney  Fund 

Girl   Scouts,    Boy   Scouts,   Cub   Scouts,    Bluebirds  Nursery  Schools 

Member   Steering  Committee  Wheel-A-Meal  Church  Groups 

Nashoba  Board  of  Welfare  White  Fund  Committee 


Lead  Poisoning  Prevention  Program 
American  Heart  Association 
Beacon  Santa 

After  Care  Mental  Health 


American  Cancer  Society 
Help  for  Children  Office 
Concord  Family  Service 
LeLeche  League 


Future  Health  Planning 

1.  Continue  Well  Child  Clinic. 

2.  Blood  Pressure  and  Diabetic   Screening  on  a  regular  schedule 
for   early  detection  of  hypertension  and  diabetes/ 

3.  Support  Breast  Self  Exam  and  education  for  early  detection 
of  cancer. 

4.  Support  Glaucoma  testing  and  research  by  the  Lions  Club. 

5.  Continue  Lead-Screening  as  an  on-going  program  for  lead 
poisoning   in  young  children. 

6.  Case  finding  especially  in  the  aged,   shut-in,  who  may 
need  assistance  obtaining  medical  supervision. 

7.  Flu  Clinic  for  Senior  Citizens  and  other  "high  risk" 
persons,  etc.,  as  a  yearly  program  if  recommended  by 
the  Massachusetts  Department   of   Public  Health. 

8.  Tuberculin  testing  for  residents  who  desire  this  service, 
especially   those  who  are  teachers  and  volunteers,   or  adults 
working  with  children. 

All   clinics   and  health  programs  will  be  directed  toward 
education  and  detection,   and  appropriate  referrals  will  be  made 
for  particular  health  needs   in   the  community. 

The  Acton  Public   Health  Nurse  may  be  reached   at   263-4736  Monday 
through  Friday,    8:30   to   4:30  p.m. 

We  wish  to   thank  those  physicians,    service  organizations,  and 
volunteers  who  have  helped  with  our  programs,   have  provided  publicity, 
and   supported   our  services. 


Mental  Health  Services 


Walden  Guidance  Association 


The  Walden  Guidance  Association    (WGA)    functions   as   the  governing 
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organization  for   its   two  mental  health  service  units,    the   Eliot  Clinic 
and   the  Eliot  Day  Center.      Eighteen  years  of   competent   and  necessary 
mental  health  services  mark  our  history   in  the  communities. 

Currently,    the  Walden  Guidance  Association  receives   funding  from 
several  sources:      Federal,    State,   Local  governments;    fees;  and 
consultation  contracts  developed  with  school,    legal  and  other  community 
organizations.      In  February,    1977,    the  original  Concord  Area  Comprehensive 
Mental  Health  Center   Staffing  Grant  will  end,   and   though  application  has 
been  made  for   additional  Federal  funding,    it  does  not   appear   to  be 
available   in  the  foreseeable  future.     Massachusetts,   and  more 
specifically,    the   ten  town  area  served  by  the  Walden  Guidance  Asso- 
ciation,   is  not  viewed   as  a  high  priority  for   funding  by  the  Federal 
government  because   it   is  viewed  as   an  economically  advantaged  area. 
Thus,   WGA  is   facing  a  substantial  deficit  uver   the  next   several  years. 
Other   funding   sources  have  been  approached  for   additional  monies, 
and  it   is  hoped   that   the  need  will  be   clearly  apparent. 

Eliot  Clinic 

George  Lussier,   Interim  Director 

The  Eliot   Clinic  of   the  Walden  Guidance  Association,    is  the 
out  patient  facility  of   the  Concord  Area  Comprehensive  Mental  Health 
Center,  which  serves  ten  area  communities. 

The  Clinic   offers  services   to  residents  in   the  area,  regardless 
of   their  ability  to  pay,   their  age  or  sex. 

Services  provided  by  the  Eliot  Clinic  include: 

1.  Intake,   referral,   and   information  services  which  process 
about   1000   calls  a  year. 

2.  Evaluation  and   treatment  services   for   individuals,  groups, 
and  families  -  about   700  are  served  each  year. 

3.  Consultation  and  education  services   to  schools,    legal  and 
community  organizations. 

4.  A  Therapeutic  Nursery  School  which  treats   about   20  emotionally 
disturbed  children,   ages  2-6,   and  offers  support  services 

to  their  parents. 

5.  The  Children's  Day  Treatment   Service  which  deals  with  60-80 
troubled  children,   ages  8-17,   and  their  families  in  after-school 
activity  groups.      It  provides  activity-group   therapy  for  chil- 
dren referred  by  local  schools,   it  provides  counseling  to 
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children   and  parents   in   the  schools,    and   it  provides  training 
for   school  personnel. 

6.  Mental  retardation  services. 

7.  Volunteer  services. 

The   Clinic   is   open  Monday  -   Thursday  from  8:30   a.m.    -   9:00  p.m. 
and  Friday   from   8:30  a.m.    -   5:00   p.m.      Fees   are   based   on  a  sliding 
scale,    depending   on  a   families'    ability   to  pay,    and   the  Clinic  is 
eligible   for   third  party  payments,    including   CHAMPUS   and  Medicaid. 
There  are  no   specific   "pre-admission"   requirements,   nor   is   there  generally 
a   formal  waiting  list. 

Anyone   interested   in   clinical   services  need   only  call  Ms.  Sally 
Campbell  at   369-1113   or   259-8054   from   9:00   a.m.    -   4:30  p.m.,  Monday 
through  Friday.      If   you  are   interested   in   consultation   services  please 
contact   George   Lussier,    Interim  Director,    Eliot  Clinic. 

Other   clinical   services,    offered  within   the  Mental  Health  Center, 
but   not   as  part   of    the  Walden  Guidance  Association   include  the 
Child  Development   Team  on   the   Pediatric-Psychiatr ic   Inpatient  Service 
at   the  Emerson  Hospital    (Fredric  Coplon,   M.D.).      Also,    the  Emerson 
Hospital  has   a   Psychiatric   Inpatient  Unit   for   adolescents   and  adults 
(John  Merrifield,   M.D.)      Both  of    these  units  are   a  part   of   the  Concord 
Area  Comprehensive  Mental  Health  Center. 


Eliot  Day  Center 

Joseph   B.    Lillyman,  Director 

The  Eliot  Day  Center,    the   partial  hospitalization  unit   of  the 
Walden  Guidance  Association,   provides   full  daytime  comprehensive 
services   for   a  wide  range   of  mental  health  problems.      It   is  located 
in   the  Community  Agencies   Building   of   Emerson  Hospital.      It   is  a 
psychiatric  day  hospital  or  "day   treatment"    facility   that   serves  the 
residents   of   ten  area   towns.      It   is   staffed  by  graduate   level  mental 
health  professionals   and   trainees  who  work  alongside  Mental  Health  Center 
staff   or   other   community  professionals   in  psychiatry,  psychology, 
social  work,   medicine,   pastoral  counseling  and   other   human  services. 

Purp  ose 

1.      The  primary   objective   of   partial  hospitalization  is   to  inter- 
vene with  people  who  have   severe   and  varied  mental  health  problems, 
before  hospitalization  becomes  necessary.      The  Day  Center  attempts 
to  provide   day   treatment,    instead  of   expensive   and   lengthy  in- 
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patient   hospitalization.      In   this  way,    individuals   are  maintained 
in   the   jobs,    homes   and   community  while  participating   in   day  pro- 
grams  for   any  part   of    the   normal  day   or  evening. 

2.  The   second   objective   of   partial  hospitalization   is    to  provide 
transitional   treatment   for   people   about    to  be   discharged  from 
nearby   inpatient   facilities.      It   serves   as   a   "stepping  stone" 

in  readjustment   from   the  hospital  back   into   the   home  and 
community.      It   also   serves   as   a   device    to   shorten   length   of  stay 
in  hosp  i  ta 1 . 

3.  The   third   goal   or   task  of   partial  hospitalization   is   one  of 
"maintenance";    to  serve   as   a   support   system   to  people  already 
returned   to   their  jobs   and   community  but  who   are   still  involved 
in   some   type   of   mental  health   therapy.      This   support  may  be 
offered   either   in   conjunction  with   Eliot   Clinic,    Emerson  Hospital, 
or   some   other   agency   or  private  practice   program   in   the  community. 

Availability 

At   present,    the   Eliot  Day  Center   is   able   to  maintain  as  many  as 
15    to   20  people   from  9:00   a.m.    to   3:00  p.m.    daily    (and  two 
weekday   evenings   as  well)    and   is   now  serving   as  many  as   50  clients 
weekly   on  an  active   basis.      It   is   available   to  males   and  females 
from  mid-adolescence    (16  years)    upward   in  age,    and  people  re- 
quiring  it   are   referred   by  any   community  human   service  pro- 
fessional who   then  works   along  with  us   as   a   community  advocate 
on   a   continuing  basis. 

Program 

The  programs   at   the   Eliot   Day  Center   are   designed   to  parallel  the 
needs   of   daily   living,    the   theory  being   that    the   reintroduc tion 
to   diverse   adult   activities  will   again  develop   interests   that  can 
be  brought   back   to   the  home  and   community.      Such  activities  as 
meal  preparation,    sewing,   wood-working,    arts   and   crafts,  trips, 
nature  walks,    and   physical  activity   are   part   of    the  program. 
Also   regularly  planned  daily   group   psychotherapy   sessions  accompany 
these   other   activities.      People  referred   to    the  Day  Center  are 
evaluated   by   a   staff  member   prior   to   entering   the   program.  After 
a  four  week  diagnostic  period,    evaluation   takes  place   again  at 
a  full   staff   planning   conference   in  which   the  person  also 
participates.      At   this   time,    a   flexible   time   is   set   for  discharge, 
providing   certain   treatment   goals   are  met.      Program  effectiveness 
is   assessed   through   staff   conferences  with  mental  health  pro- 
fessionals  familiar   with   the   person  prior   to   day   treatment  and 
after  discharge. 
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For  additional  information  regarding   the  Day  Center  or  partial  hos- 
pitalization services   in  general,   people  may  feel  free   to  contact 
Joseph  B.    Lillyman,   M.S.S.S.,   Director;    or  Jane  Hardy,  Technical 
Assistant   at   369-1113   or  by  writing  to   the  Eliot  Day  Center,  c/o 
Walden  Guidance  Association,   Community  Agencies   Building,  Concord, 
MA,  01742 


Building  Department 
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Don  P .  Jonson 


Over   the  past   four  years   I  have  highlighted  many  factors  which  have 
contributed   to  increased  workload  and  responsibilities   for   the  Building 
Department.      In   1972   the  enforcement  duties   of   the   Sign  Bylaw  were  added  to 
existing   responsibilities   for  enforcement   of   the   local  Building   Code,  Zoning 
Bylaw,   Earth  Removal  Bylaw,    etc.      1973  saw  44%  more   construction   than  any 
previous  year   in  Acton's  history.      1974  was   a  year   of   planning  during  which 
our  staff  was   increased  in  anticipation  of   the   new  State   Building  Code  and 
1975  was   a   chaotic  year  during  which   the   State   Building  Code  went   into  effect 
(along  with  mountains   of   amendments   and  virtually  no   training  or  assistance 
'from  State  authorities). 

Even  though  we  expected   some   degree   of   difficulty  with  pending  enforce- 
ment of   the   Sign  Bylaw,    the  year   1976,    as  we  projected   it   in  January,  pro- 
mised  some  relief   from  the   turmoil  of   1975.      Little   did  we  know.... 

When  the   Sign  Bylaw  was   adopted  in   1972   it   contained   a   limited  protection 
period    (approximately   three  years)   for   the  phasing-out   of  "non-conforming" 
signs.      That   time   limit  expired  in   1975   and   this   department  was   instructed  to 
begin  the   laborious   task  of   a  complete   reevaluation  of   all   signage   in  town 
(including  a  photographic   inventory).      The   reevaluation  was   completed   in  late 
1975  and   at   that   time   the   Board  of   Selectmen  directed   that  a  high  priority 
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be  placed  on  town-wide   enforcement   of   the   Sign  Bylaw  standards. 

In  January  1976   the  first  mass  mailing   of  violation  notices  was  begun. 
By   the  end   of  June,    over   300   certified   letters  had  been  sent   to  sign  owners. 
Many  of   the  notices  dealt  with  minor  violations   that  were   easily  corrected; 
however,    a  substantial  number  concerned  major   infractions  which  required 
removal  of   the   signs   or  variances   to  allow  them  to  remain. 

As  October  drew  to  a  close,    this   department  had  reviewed  nearly  250new 
sign   license  applications    (generated  as   a  result   of   the  notices),   written  20! 
additional   letters   responding   to   these   app lir cations   and   consumed  hundreds  o: 
man-hours   pursuing  our  enforcement  responsibilities.      From  our  viewpoint, 
however,    the   overwhelming  bulk    (85%   to   90%)    of   our  work  had  been  completed. 
Then,   at  a  Special  Town  Meeting   on  November   15,   a   "grandfather"   clause  was 
added   to   the   Sign  Bylaw  and,   as   of   this  writing,    it  would  appear   that  all 
signs  must  be  reviewed   once  again.... 

Obviously,    the   other   functions   of   the   Building  Department  were  not  sus- 
pended while  we   concentrated   on   the   Sign  Bylaw.      During   1976  we  managed  to 
review  and   issue   269  building  permits,    including   53  single  family  dwellings 
(these  quantities   represent  increases  of   12%   and   18%   respectively  from  1975); 
conduct   all  periodic   inspections   of   schools,    churches,   restaurants,  theaters, 
places   of   public   assembly   and  businesses   as   required  by   the   State  Building 
Code;   perform  code   compliance   inspections   on  new  construction;    review  and 
act  on  numerous   zoning  problems;   and  our  Local  Inspector,    Bill  Tobin,  worked 
evenings   and  weekends   to   construct   expanded   office  facilities   at  Town  Hall 
for   the  Town  Accountant   and  his  staff. 

The  Building  Department   spent  a  busy   1976   on  behalf   of    the   citizens  of 
Ac  ton . 
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Civil  Defense 


Donald   W.  Macaulay 


Giant   steps   have  been   taken  in   the   progress   of    the  program  this  year. 
The   following   descriptions   are   of    the   different   areas   of   Civil  Defense. 

Radio  Communication 


With   the   purchase   of   new  equipment  we  now  have   the   capability  to 
communicate  with   our   area  headquarters   in  Tewksbury   and   the   State  head- 
quarters  in  Framingham. 

At   the  present  we  have   completed   the   inventory   of   existing  equipment 
and   are   testing  and   evaluating   its   use   or   turn-in  value   for   newer  units. 

The  pumpkin  patrol    (Halloween)   was   a  great   success.      I  would    like  to 
publicly   thank   the   team  for   their   time,    effort   and  mileage   incurred  during 
this  operation. 

The  Acton  Civil  Defense  Agency  Communication  Team   consists   of  the 
following  members: 


Ronald  Rosenthal, 


Communication  Officer 


Dick  Wright 
Ray  Bentliff 
John  Schmeltzer 
Charles  Jobes 


Ronald  Rosenthal,    Communication  Officer 


Russell  Munro 
Don  Pinnell 


Tom  Garber 
Robert  Guba 
Jack  Lorenz 


Steve  Russell 
Paul  Campbell 


The   team  will  be   in   operation   in   reference   to   the   C.B.    React  program. 
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Auxiliary  Fire  Department 

Robert   Ingram,   Deputy  Director 

Membership   consists  of   the  following: 

1  Deputy  Director 
3  Officers 
9  Firefighters 

The  Service  truck  used  by  the  auxiliary  is   a  1948  Ford  which  was 
once  Acton's  Rescue  #1. 

This  unit   is  a  very  active  one.      Being  used  for  providing   lighting  at 
most   of   the  Acton  night-time  fires  plus  out-of-town  assistance.      The  unit 
is  outfitted  with  a  new  generator,    five   (5)    lights,   various  firefighting 
tools,   a  Cascock  System  which  is   a  portable   self-contained  unit  used  to  fill 
Scott  Air  Bottles   at   the  fire  scene. 

A  service  to  the  citizen  of  the  town  is  available  in  reference  to 
pumping  cellars.  We  are  equipped  with  two  pumps,  one  electric  and  one 
gas-driven.     Not  too  many  realize   this   service  is  available  to  them. 

During   the  spring  and  fall  season,    the  station  was  manned  for  brush 
fire  watch.     Many  hours  were  devoted  to  the  Boy   Scout  Camporee  held  on 
April   19.     We  provided   lighting  for   the  campfire  and  patrol  campsite  for 
fire  protection. 

Patrols  were  maintained  at   the  Gates   School.      The  Unit   also  particpated 
in   the  Memorial  Day  Parade. 

Training  sessions   are  going  on  throughout   the  year,   such  as   Basic  First 
Aid,   Advanced  First  Aid,   CPR,    Portable  Extinguisher,   Flammable  Liquids, 
Search  &  Rescue,   Firefighters   Course  at   the  academy,    and  Radiological 
Monitoring.      These   courses  will  be   a  great   advantage   to  all  members  whether 
a  member  is  active  as  a  private  citizen  or  responding   to  a  fire  scene. 

Auxiliary  Police 

Captain  Kenneth  Sundberg 

1976  was   a  good  year   for   the  Auxiliary  Police.      It   showed   that  there 
is   a   real  need   for   this   type  of   unit   in  Acton. 

The  members   collectively  devoted   over   2,000  hours   of   service   to  the 
town,    entirely  without   compensation.      The  members  were   unstinting   in  their 
time   and   ambition  whenever   a  police  purpose  was    to  be   served.  Countless 
hours  were   spent   doing  housechecks   and  patrolling  schools. 
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Several  of   the  members  began  a  self-defense   course  with  a  private 
instructor,   paid  for  with  their  own  funds. 

A  uniform  dress   code  was  established  with   the   approval  of  Sergeant 
Robert  Rhodes   of   the  Acton  Police  Department. 

Eight  auxiliaries  were  sent   to  Concord   on  April   19  as  mutual  aid  for 
traffic  duty  during   the  Patriots  Day  Weekend.      The  unit   also  provided 
security  and  traffic  control  for  the  Boy  Scout  Camporee. 

Men  were  stationed  at   several  schools   on  a  24-hour  watch  and  stake-out 
for  a  few  days   after   the  Gates   School  fire. 

I  Hours  were  spent  assisting   the  Boxboro  police  at   the   Town  Fair  in 

June.      Traffic,    crowd  and  parking  control  were  handled. 

On  the  holidays,    such  as  the   4th  of  July,   Crown  Resistance  Day  and 
others,    the  men  have  been  a  great  asset  to  the  town. 

Training 

One  of   the  most   important  projects  undertaken  by   this  unit   is  their 
training . 

I  would  like  to  publicly  and  personally  thank  Sgt.  Robert  Rhodes  for 
the  time  and  effort  he  has  extended  to  this  unit  as  its  training  officer. 
He  has  made   this  a  unit   to  be  proud  of. 

Manuals  issued  by  Federal  Civil  Defense  and  the  University  of  Mass- 
achusetts were  used  as  core  material. 

Training   is   a  year-long  project.      The  men  have  been  attending 
sessions   at   the   training  academy   in  Topsfield,   and  joint  sessions  with  the 
regular  department  are  well  attended. 

Some  sort  of  vehicle  is  needed  for  the  Auxiliary   to  carry  out  house 
checks  and  other  patrols. 


The  Acton  Auxiliary  Police  Department  consists   of   the  following  member- 
ship : 

1  Captain 

1  S/Sgt 

1  Corporal 

10  Patrolmen 

3  Inactive  Members 
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Medical  Team 

Dr.    Cleve  Laird 

We   are  and  have  been  for  some   time  planning  and   organizing  a  medical 
unit.      This   is   a   slow  and   tedious  project   due   to  meeting  Federal  and  State 
regulations,   plus   the   availability   of   equipment   and   supplies   is  scarce. 
Here   again,    training   is   a  vital  element   for   this   type   of  unit. 

Search  and  Rescue  -  Explorer  Post  #7 

Mrs.    Connie   Sue   Ingram,   Assistant  Advisor 

This   is   a  very  active   and  vital  part   of    the  Acton  Civil  Defense  program 
This   is   a  group   of   young  men  and  women  who  are  willing  and  able   to  give 
service  and  help   to   their   community  at   a  minute's  notice.      Some   of  the 
projects   and   services  provided  by   this   unit   over   the   year  were: 

First  Aid  Duty 
Twin  Rivers  District   Camporee,   N.V.C.,    Scouting,  U.S.A. 
Thunderbird  District   Camporee,        "  "  " 

Cub   Scout  Camporee 

Council   Show,   and   other  activities  for   the  Nashua  Valley 

Council,    Scouting,  U.S.A. 
Bike-a-Thon,   Mass.   Diabetes  Society 
April   19   -   Isaac  Davis  Trail,    Boy   Scout  Camporee. 

Participated  In 
Acton  Memorial  Day  Parade 
Fitchburg   Bicentennial  Parade 

Acton  Town  Fair  -  Game   Booth,   Traffic   and  Parking  Control, 
First  Aid 

July   4th  -   Traffic  and  parking  control,    first  aid 

Crown  Resistance  Day  -  First  Aid,    Traffic   and  Parking  Control, 

Popcorn  booth-donated  by  Lions  Club. 
Hurricane   alert  -   On  Standby  at   CD.    Building  throughout 

the  night. 

Halloween  and  Mischief   nights  -   On  patrol  with  other  C.D. 
personnel. 

Beacon  Santa  -  Helped   decorate   their  float   for  the  Maynard 

Christmas  Parade,   delivered  packages   to  needy   in  area. 

Constant   training   is   always  under  way.      Some   of   the   courses   taken  by 
the  Post  have  been:      Standard  First  Aid,   Advanced  First  Aid,  Medical  Self- 
Help,      "Your  Chance   to   Survive"    (disaster   survival   training),    and  more 
courses  will  be   taken  in   the  future. 


101 

As   I   have   stated  many   times   before,    the   above-mentioned  projects 
could   not   be   done  without   the   outstanding   cooperation   and  helf   of    the  Town 
Manager,   Mr.    Christopher  Farrell;    the  Police   Chief,   Mr.    Chauncey  Fen ton; 
the   Fire  Chief,   Mr.    Malcolm  MacGregor ;    and  many  others. 

Many  programs   are   still   to  be   updated,    and   are  being  worked   on   at  the 
present  time. 


We  have   come   a   long  way,    but  we   still  have   a  way   to  go. 
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Conservation  Commission 


At   the   1976  Town  Meeting,    the   citizens   of  Acton   agreed   to  purchase 
36.5   acres   of    land   in  Acton  Center  for   conservation  purposes.      The  $118,000 
for   the    land  was   raised   through   a  bond   issue.      The  Town   accepted   as   a  gift 
from  Mrs.    Ellen  Wheeler   a   continguous   two  acre  parcel.      The   Commission  hope 
the  Town  will  vote   favorable   on  the   option   to  purchase   another  adjoining 
acres   to   complete   the  purchases  for  "Acton  Center  Park." 

An  Ad   Hoc   Committee   on  Conservation     Restrictions  was   formed  in 
September   1976.      A  Conservation  Restriction  is   a   tax  incentive  program  whic 
assesses   open   land   at   a   lower   rate  when  the   owner  agrees   to  keep   his  land 
in  its   natural   condition  for  a   specified  number   of   years.      The  Commission 
hopes    that   through   the  judicious   use   of   Conservation  Restrictions  some 
large  parcels  will  remain   as   open   space   at   a  minimum  cost   to   the  town. 

Reimbursement   of   funds   in   the   amount   of    $134,355   for   the  Great  Hill 
area  was   received   from   the  Bureau   of   Outdoor  Recreation.  Applications 
continue    to   be   submitted   under   the   Commonwealth's   Self-Help   program  for 
reimbursement   of   up    to   50%   of   the  cost   of   land  purchase. 

A  statutory  duty  of   the  Conservation  Commission   is   the  enforcement  of 
provisions   of    the  Wetlands   Protection  Act    (General  Laws,    Chapter  131, 
Section   40,    as   amended).      During   1976   the  Commission  held  6  hearings,  issue 
2   extension  permits,    1  Cease      and  Desist  Order,    and   6  Determinations  of 
applicability   of    the  Wetlands  Protection  Act. 

Seventy-five   citizens  participated  in  the  Community  Gardens  Program 
which    the   Commission   operated   in   cooperation  with   the   Community  Education 
Office.      Due   to   the  success   of   the  project,    the   Commission   is  considering 
the   feasibility  of   enlarging   the  present   garden   site   and/or  adding   a  new 
location. 
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A  "Cut-A-Cord"   program  was   initiated   to   utilize  mature   or  otherwise 
inusable  hardwood   trees   in  the  Town  Forest   for   firewood.      This  program  is 
ixpected   to  continue.      We  are  indebted   to   the  District  Forester,  Willard 
stes,   Jr.,    for  advice   in  proper  cutting  procedure. 

The  marking  and   clearing   of  more   trails   in   the  Great  Hill  area  has  been 
one  with   the  assistance   of   the  Recreation  Department.      Some   Scouts  have 
tarted   to  mark  a   trail  system  in   the  Grassy  Pond  Area.      Granite  markers 
ave  been  placed  at  main  access  points   to   conservation  lands.  Work 
ontinues   in  making  boundaries   of   various  parcels. 

The   State  has  mandated   that   Commissions  up-date   local  Master  Plans  by 
ay   1979.      This   commission  has   completed  an  inventory  of   the   open   land  in 
cton;    each  parcel  has  bean  mapped  and   listed  by  size.      In  preparation  of 
he  Master  Plan   the   Commission  is   setting   criteria  and   goals   to  govern 
uture   land  purchases. 

The  Commission  accepted  with  regret   the   resignations   of  Gene  Gustafson 
nd  Robert  Paul  and  welcomes  new  members  Ann  Chang,   Joseph  Guertin, 
onald  White,    and  Ed  Chambers. 

Judith  Clark,  Chairman 

Edward   Chambers  Joseph  Guertin 

Ann  Chang  Dorothy  Stonecliffe 

Brewster  Conant  Donald  White 


Dog  Officer 

Patrick  Palmer 

1.  1120   licenses  were  issued. 

2.  127   dogs  were  picked  up,    50   of  which  were   claimed  by   their  owners, 
0  were  placed  in  homes  and   37  disposed. 

3.  Complaints  were  fewer   this  year. 
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Insect  Pest  Control 

Franklin  H.    Charter,  Superintendent 

The   removal   of    trees   infected  with  Dutch  Elm  Disease   is   the  largest 
activity   of    the  Department.      We   removed  about   40   or   50   dead   or  dying  elms 
each  year.      Most   of    the   tree   topping   is  done  by  private   contractors  who 
have  more   sophisticated   equipment   than  the  Department.      Stumps   are  ground 
out  below  the  surface. 


This   year  we   sprayed   for   the  fall  webworm.      It  was   a   limited   success  as 
the  nests   remained   after   the   insects  were   destroyed.      Since   the   damage  to 
foliage   occurs   late   in   the   growing   season  and  does  not   affect   the  growth 
of   the   trees   it   does   not   seem   to  warrant   the   effort.      Parasites  will 
eventually  bring   the   insects   under  control. 


The   poison   ivy  along   the   streets   and  sidewalks  was   sprayed.      We  also 
checked   the  playgrounds,    public  buildings   and  parking   lots   for  any  infesta- 
tion. 

Inspector  of  Wires 

Leslie  F.  Park 


One  hundred   and   seventy  nine  permits  were   issued   and   the   sum  of 
Three   thousand,    five  hundred  and   s even ty- three  dollars  and  twenty-five 
cents    ($3,573.25)   was   collected  in  fees   for   these  permits   and   turned  over 
to   the  Treasurer. 


All   applications   and   electrical  inspections  were   approved  with  a 
minimum  of  changes. 


Sealer  of  Weights  and  Measures 

George  Hayward 

Units   sealed   335 

Fees   collected  and  paid   to   treasurer  $473  .  40 


Housing  Authority 
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Robert   J.    Storella,  Chairman 


The  Acton  Housing  Authority's  primary  purpose   is    to  provide  housing 
for   low-income   elderly.      It  was   active   in   three   related  programs  during 
the  year. 

The   Chapter   667-1  program  is   a  Massachusetts  Department  of  Community 
Affairs    (DCA)   program  designed   to  provide   the  necessary   funding   and  assist- 
ance  for   the   construction   of   new  housing   for   low-income   elderly.      The  Acton 
Housing  Authority   received   in  September   of   1976   a   contract   for  Financial 
Assistance   in   the  amount   of    $170,000.00   for   the  planning   and  development 
phase   of   the  project.      The  funds  were   received   in  October  1976. 

Two   independent   appraisal  firms,    approved  by  DCA,   were  engaged  to 
furnish   appraisals   of   the  proposed   site   for   the   elderly  housing  known 
as   the   "Elm  Court   Site."     The  appraisal  reports  were   due   the  Housing 
Authority  by  mid-December.      Negotiations  with   the   owner   of   the   land  were 
planned   to  begin   in  early  January,    1977   after   receipt   and   review  of  the 
appraisers ' reports  which   are   essential   to   the  negotiations.      Johnson-Hotvedt  , 
architects   for   the  Housing  Authority,    and  Authority  members  met  with  DCA 
and  reviewed   the  status   of   the   site  plans,    etc.      The  procedure   for  final 
DCA  approval  and   steps   necessary   for   the   issuance   of   the  Comprehensive 
Building  Permit  were   agreed  upon.      However,    the   architects  were  instructed 
by   the  Authority  not   to  proceed  further  pending   the  results   of   the  land 
negotiations.      In  addition  torthe  Elm  Court   Site,    the   Authority  and  DCA 
continued   to  review  and  discuss  possible  alternate   sites   in   the   event  Elm 
Court   should  become  non-viable. 


The  HUD   Section  8  Program  is   a  federal  program  designed   to  provide 
rental  assistance   to   low-income  families.      The  Acton  Housing  Authority 
made  application  to  participate   in   the  program  and  was   accepted  by  HUD. 
In  January   1976,    the  Authority  was   granted  approval   to  provide  rental 
subsidies   for   fifteen  units   in  Acton.      The  program  was   advertised  and 
applications  were  received  and  reviewed.      Approximately   twenty-five  Certif- 
icates  of   Elegibility  were   issued.      Twelve   rental   leases  have  been  executed. 
Of   this   amount,    seven  units  were   leased   to   elderly  persons.      Judy  Bockstahler 
was   selected  by   the   Housing  Authority  as   the  HUD   Section   8  Coordinator  to 
administer   the  program. 

The   third  program  is  another   rental   assistance  program.      It   is  the 
Chapter   707   program  of    the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts.      Under  this 
program  three   elderly   citizens   received   rental  subsidies   from  the  State. 
However,    this  program  is   to  be   discontinued   and   superseded  by   the  HUD 
Section  8  Program.      The  present  participants  will  not  be  replaced  should 
they   drop-out   of    the  program. 
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During   the  year: 

Mary  Laffin  decided  not   to  run  for  re-election.  She 
was   succeeded  by  Ann  Courtright. 

Kenneth   Stowell  resigned;   he  moved   to  New  Hampshire. 
A  Joint   Selection  Committee   composed   of  members   of   the  Housing  Authority 
and   of   the   Board   of   Selectmen  elected  Paul  DerAnanian   to  fill   the  vacancy. 

Thomas  Ahern  Mary  Laffin 

Ann  Courtright  Patience  MacPheron  ' 

Paul  Der  Ananian  Kenneth  Stowell 


Acton  Fire  Department 
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Malcolm   S.    MacGregor,  Chief 


In   1976,    this  Department   experienced   an   increase   in   the    total  number  of 
responses  by   approximately   forty-two  percent.      This  was   due   largely   to  the 
:act   that   the  Department   is   now  operating   the   ambulance   service   for  the 
'own  of  Acton. 

However,    although   an  increase   in   the   total  number   of    responses  was 
inticipated,    it  was  unfortunate   that    there  was   also  a  marked   increase  in 
:he  property   damage   that   occurred   as   a   result   of   several   large   loss  fires 
ind  many  smaller   fires.      There  were   three   separate   fires    involving  school 
>roperties   that   accounted   for   a   good   deal   of   which   included   Great  Road 
apartments,    Ericksons'    Grain  Mill   and   a  building   in   the  Concord-Acton 
-industrial  Park.      These   fires,    together  with  several     smaller,    but  signif- 
.cant   fires,    also   contributed   greatly   to   the   resulting   large  property  loss. 

Although   it   seems   that   the   rapid   growth   of    the   Town  has   slowed   for  the 
:ime  being,    the  problems   and   complexities   of   providing  fire  protection  and 
■mergency  medical   services   continue   to   escalate.      However,    I   feel   that  once 
gain,    in   this  past   year,    the  Department   has  been  able    to  meet   the  challenge 
md  will  continue   to   do   so   in   the  upcoming  year. 

It  was   encouraging   to   note,   however,    that   the   number   of   false  alarms 
ecreased  by   almost   fifty  per   cent   this  year. 
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Noteworthy   in   1976  was   the  arrival   of   three  new  and  much  needed  pieces 
of   apparatus.      Significant   among   these  was  a  modular   type   ambulance  which  has 
permitted    the   implementation   of   our  Emergency  Medical   Services  program. 

Our  programs   in   the  areas   of   Fire  Prevention  and  Training  are  con- 
tinuing,   and  attempting   to  keep   up  with   the   latest   concepts,  techniques 
and   technology   in   the  highly  specialized  and   technical  profession  that 
firefighting  has  become. 

Maintenance  and  Equipment 

In  1976,   as   stated,    new  pieces   of   apparatus  were   delivered  and  placed 
into  service  by   the  Department.    Chief   among   these  was   a  new  pumper,  housed 
in   the  West  Acton  station.      This  pumper,    for  which   the   funds   were  appropri- 
ated  in   1974,    replaced  a   1958  pumper,   which  has  been  placed   in  reserve. 

In  addition,    a  new  fire  alarm  repair   truck  was   received  and  replaces 
a  used   unit    that  was   acquired   in   1971.      The   used     unit   was   sold    to  the 
Town   of  Sudbury. 

A  replacement   for  Engine   26,   housed  in  South  Acton,   has  been  requested 
for   the   third   time.      The  present  pumper  of   a  commercial  design,   has  begun 
to  feel   the   rigor   of   seventeen  years   of   service  and  should  be  replaced.  This 
fact  has  been  substantiated  by   independent   tests,    conducted  by   the  National 
Fire  Protection  Association  and   the   Insurance   Service  Office. 

All   other   apparatus   in  service  has   continued   to  perform  satisfactorily 
and  have  been  well  maintained  by  Firefighter  Paul  Simeone,    the  Department 
Mechanic,    and  his   assistant,   Firefighter  Peter  Robinson. 

The   Stations   continue   to  be  maintained   in  good  condition,    due   to  the 
efforts   of   the  permanent   firefighters.      In  addition,    through   the  cooperation 
of   the   Town  Manager,    Building   Commissioner,    Highway   Superintendent   and  the 
Recreation  Commission,    several   special  projects  were   completed.  These 
included   the   reconstruction   of    the   front  parking   apron   at    Station  One  in 
Acton  Center,    the   repainting   of   the  front   of   Station  One  and   the   rear  upper 
level  of   Station  Two   in  South  Acton,   and   the   construction  of   a  new  parking 
area   and   ramp   at   Station  Two. 

Pe r  s  onne 1 

On  February  2,    1976  Firef ighter /EMT  Howard  Pattee  suffered  a  heart 
attack  upon  returning   from  a   response  with  the   rescue   truck  to   an  auto 
accident.      Due   to   this   injury,   Firefighter  Pattee  retired  from  the  perman- 
ent  force   on   the  basis   of   a  medical  disability.      Firefighter  Pattee,  although 
new   to   this   Department,    was   a   tremendous   loss   not   only   as   a  person   and  a 
firefighter,   but   especially  for  his   tireless   efforts   in  field   of  Emergency 
Medical  Services.      Firefighter  Robert  Vanderhoof,   a   former  call-firefighter 
was   appointed   on  a  permanent   basis    to   fill   the  position  vacated  by  Fire- 
fighter Pattee. 
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On  April  28,    1976,   Firefighter  Robert  Craig  was  promoted  to  Lieutenant 
and   assigned  as   the  first  full-time  Fire  Prevention  Officer  for   this  Depart- 
ment.     Craid  had   served  as   the  Acting  Fire  Prevention  Officer  since 
September   1,  1975. 

The  present  permanent   strength  of   the  Acton  Fire  Department  consists 
of   a  Chief,    4  Captains,   Lieutenant /Fire  Prevention  Officer,   and  28  fire- 
fighters.    As  a  result  of   reorganization,    the  Call  Force  is  presently  at 
the  authorized  strength  of  twenty-eight  Call  Firefighters  and  two  Call 

Lieutenants . 

Fire  Prevention 

In  April   of    1976,    Firefighter  Robert  Craig  was  promoted   to  Lieutenant 
and  appointed  as   the  Fire  Prevention  Officer.     This  full-time  position, 
approved  at  the  Annual  Town  Meeting  of   1975,   has  eliminated  several  part- 
time  positions  and  resulted  in  a  more  consistent  daily  effort  in  the 
specialized  area  of  Fire  Prevention. 

During  1976,    there  were  one  hundred  and  thirty  one  in-service  inspec- 
tions  of  businesses,   carried  out  by  the  on-duty  force.     A  total  of  nineteen 
investigations  were  done  by  the  Fire  Prevention  Officer,   as  the  result  of  a 
number  of  building  fires,  with  large   losses.     One  Hundred  fifty-nine  permits 
were   issued  during   the  year. 

There  were  twenty-five  school  and  scout  programs  that  were  presented. 
Several  special  programs  were  presented  at  the  schools  during  Fire  Preven- 
tion Week,   using   the  on-duty  force  with  special  appearances  by  "Sparky  the 
Fire  Dog".     In  the  stations,   there  were  a  total  of   twenty-seven  tours 
involving  three  hundred  and  sixty-seven  children  and  forty-three  adults. 

Training 

The  Training  Division,   under  the  direction  of   the  Training  Officer, 
Firefighter  Bernard  Caouette,   has  conducted  a  total  of   1808  hours  of 
training  for  both  the  permanent  and  call  force.     This  still  falls  far  short 
of   the  goal  of   100  hours,  per  man,  per  year  for  trailing.     However,   it  is 
still  felt  that   this  is  a  realistic  goal  to  work  towards. 

Fire  Alarm 

The  capability  and  effectiveness  of  the  Fire  Alarm  Division  was  greatly 
enhanced  by  the  acquisition  of   a  new  fire  alarm  repair  truck.     This  vehicle, 
equipped  with  a  hydraulic  bucket,   will  reach  heights  of  approximately 
thirty  five  feet,  which  is  necessary  due  to  an  increase  in  working  heights 
on  utility  poles. 


Ill 

The  Fire  Alarm  Division  consists   of   Captain  Frost,   Fire  Alarm  Superin- 
tendent,   assisted  by  Firefighters  Robert  Wetherbee   and  Jack  Tobin,   and  Fire- 
fighter William  Klauer  who   is   the  Fire  Alarm  Inspector.      The  Division  con- 
tinued  to   do   an  excellent   job   in  planning,    installing   and  maintaining  our 
complex  municipal   fire  alarm  system. 

Emergency  Medical  Services 

This  marks    the   first   time   a  separate   report   has  been  given  on  the 
activities   of    the  Department   in   the  area   of   Emergency  Medical   Services.  This 
area  of   responsibility  has  become   equally  as   important   as   fire  protection,  in 
our   expanded   role   in  providing   the   ambulance   service   for   the  Town. 

The  Department  has   for  many  years   assisted   the  Police  Department  in  the 
handling   of   medical   emergencies   and   accidents.      However,   with   the   passage  of 

state   law,    Chapter   111C   "Regulating  Ambulances   and  Ambulance  Services", 
it  was   not   longer  possible,    nor  desirable,    to   transport  patients  utilizing 
dual-purpose  police   cruiser /ambulance .      In  addition   to  strict  specifica- 
tions  regarding   the  vehicle   to  be  used,    the  same   stringent   criteria  was 
mandated   concerning   the   training  and  certification  of   the  emergency  medical 
ersonnel  involved. 
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At   the    1975   Annual   Town  Meeting  voters   appropriated   $28,000.00  toward 
purchasing   and   equipping   an   ambulance,    together  with   additional   funds  for 
related  expenses. 

The   Town  was   fortunate   enough   to  be   a   recipient   of   a  modular  type 
ambulance,    that  was  partially  subsidized   through   the  Office   of  Emergency 
Medical   Services   and   the  Governor's  Highway   Safety  Bureau.      It  was  decided 
that    the   ambulance  would  be    the   responsibility   of    the  Fire   Department,  with 
the   assistance   of    the   Police  Department. 

The  new  ambulance   arrived  and  was  placed  into  service   in  the   spring  of 
this   year.      It   is  manned  by   one  Firef ighter /Emergency  Medical  Technician  on 
each   shift.      Although   the   ambulance   is   primarily  manned   by   one   of  four 
Firef  i'ghter /EMT  '  s  ,    often   times   emergency   treatment  is   initiated  prior  to 
the   arrival   of   the  ambulance  by  a  Firef ighter /EMT  on   the   district  engine 
company   that   is  dispatched   to   assist   the  ambulance.      The  Department  has  a 
total   of   twenty-eight  Firefighters   that   are  qualified  and   registered  EMT's. 
Therefore,   normally   there   is   at   least   one  F iref ighter /EMT   on  duty  at  each 
station,    on   each   shift.      Also,    in   addition   to   the   district   engine  company, 
the  Police  Department   also   responds   to  medical  emergencies,   and  whenever 
possible  a  police  officer   drives   the  ambulance   to   the  hospital.      It  should 
also  be  mentioned     that   the  existing   rescue   truck  has  been   equipped  with 
much   of   the   same   sophisticated  medical  equipment   that   is   carried  on  the 
ambulance.      The  rescue   truck  also  complies  with  Chapter   111C   as   a  "back-up" 
medical  emergency  vehicle,    and  has  been  used  as   such  on  several  occasions. 
In  addition,    the   Town  has   a  mutual   aid   agreement  with   surrounding  communitiet 
in   the   event   that   an  additional  ambulance  is  needed  at   any  time. 

The   operational  portion  of   the  Emergency  Medical  Service   is  the 
responsibility  of  Firefighter  Malcolm  J.    Perkins,    the  E.M.S.  Coordinator. 
The   training  for   all  personnel  involved   is   under   the  dirdction  of  Fire- 
fighter William  Primiano,    the   EMS   Training  Coordinator. 

In  reference   to  EMS   training,    the  majority   of   the   emphasis  is  placed 
upon   required  material  necessary  for   r e- ce r t i f i ca t i on  of   those  firefighters 
that  are  registered  EMT's.      In  addition   to   required  material  for  re-certif- 
ication,   an   effort   is   made   to  keep   abreast   of   developing   techniques  and 
concepts,    and   the  maintenance   of   current   skills   and   techniques   to  insure  tha 
the   highest   quality   of   emergency  medical   care   is   available    to   the  public. 
With   this    in  mind,    the  Department   purchased   several   training   manikins  for 
the  purposes   of    training   in  Ca rdi o-P u lmonar y   and  Mouth- to-Mouth  Resuscitation 
These   included   an   adult  manikin,    an   infant   manikin,    a   thorocic   cutaway,  and 
an   adult  manikin  which   gives   audio   and  visual   assistance,    as  well   as  a 
printed   read-out   to  evaluate  a   students  performance   in   the  application  of 
Cardio-Pulmonary  Resuscitation.      In   addition   to   this   equipment   for  training, 
it   should  not   go  without  mention   that    through   the   generosity   of    the  Acton 
Lions  Club,    an  HLR    (Heart,   Lung  Res us c i t a t or )   machine  was   donated  and  place 
into   service   on   the  ambulance. 
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The  addition  of   a  properly  equipped  vehicle,  with  well-trained 
personnel,   has  already  proved   its  worth   in  numerous   instances.      The  annual 
number  of   responses   for  medical  assistance  has   already  exceeded  projected 
estimates   and   it   is   expected   that   this   figure  will  continue   to  increa  se. 
However,    if  proper   training  and  equipment  are  maintained,   with   an  adequate 
level  of  manpower,    it  is   expected   that   the  needs   of   the   community  can  be  met 
in   the  area  of   Emergency  Medical  Services. 

In  summary,    I  would   like   to   take   this   opportunity  to   thank  both  the 
Permanent   and   the  CalliPersonnel  of   the  Acton  Fire  Department   for  their 
cooperation,   assistance  and   efficiency   in  a  year   that  brought  about  many 
changes   for   the  Acton  Fire  Departmen,   while   still  maintaining   the  high  degree 
of   efficiency  and  professionalism  established   in  past  years.      Also,    I  would 
like   to   thank  all  the  other  Department  Heads,   Town  Officials,   Town  and  Civic 
Committees  with  which  I  have   come  in  contact  with   in   the  past  year  for  their 
cooperation  and  assistance.      Last,   but  not   least,    I  would   like   to   thank  the 
Auxiliary  Fire  Department  of   the  Acton  Civil  Defense  for  immeasurable 
assistance  on  a-  number   of   occasions   dealing  not   only  with  emergency  situations 
but  also  special  service  activities. 


Statistics 


Total  Number  of   responses   are  as  follows: 


1/1/75- 
11/30/75 


12/1/75- 
11/30/76 


Residential  Fires 

Multiple  Dwelling  Fires 

Non-Residential  Assembly  Fires 

Mercantile  Fires 

Manufacturing  Fires 

Storage  Fires 

Grass/Brush  Fires 

Miscellaneous 

Motor  Vehicle  Fires 

False  Alarms 

Accidental  Alarms 

Emergencies/Non-Medical 

Accidents 

Medical  Emergencies 
Inezes  tigations 
Special  Services 
Mutual  Aid  Dispatched 


84 
67 
34 
92 
61 
16 
138 

250 
116 
143 

 42 

1072 


17 


7 
2 
2 
1 
0 


70 
46 
34 
44 
62 
21 
145 
625 
161 
201 

 35 

1524 


43 
16 


6 
7 
3 
5 


Totals 
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Fire  Loss  (Estimated) 

Building  and  Contents 
Vehicles 

Totals 


1/1/75-11/30/75  12/1/75-11/30/76 


$101,075 . 00 
8,595.00 
$109 , 670. 00 


$413, 416 . 00 
12 ,500. 00 
$425,916.00 


Assessed  Value   of  Property  Involved  $1,423,380.00 
Permits  Issued 


Oil  Burners 
Blasting 

Flammable  Gas/Liquid 
Miscellaneous 


53 
14 
20 
31 


$14, 401,425 .00 


88 
18 
18 

35 


Monies  Collected 


Permits 

Ambulance  Receipts 


$107.00 
$1,898.00 


Acton  Police  Department 
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Chauncey  R.    Fenton,    Jr.,    Chief    of  Police 

P e  r s  onne 1 

Two  patrolmen  were  appointed 
to   fill   existing   vacancies,  which 
brought   the   department   to   its  full 
strength   of    twenty   four  men. 
Patrolman   Brian  Goodman  was  assigned 
to   the  Detective  Division   on  night 
duty. 

P  r  omo  t  i  ons 

Patrolman  Robert  P.  MacLeod 
and  Patrolman  Robert   L.  Parisi 
were   appointed   to   rank   of  Sergeant 
on  November    15,    1976.      Acting  Chief 
Chauncey   R.    Fenton,    Jr.    was  promoted 
to   the   position   of   Permanent   Chief  of 
Police   on  June   22,  1976. 

Training 

As   of   January    1977,    all  new  personnel  will  have   completed   the  re- 
quired  twelve  week   training   course   at   the  Mass.    State  Police  Academy. 

On-going   training   sessions   have  been   conducted   throughout   the  year 
in  the  proper  use  of   firearms,    teargas  weapons  and  batons.  Both 
Detectives   are   taking  courses   in  fingerprinting,   photography,  crime 
scene  investigation  and     identi-kit  procedures. 

The   department  now  has   eight  members  who   are   certified   as  Emergency 
Medical  Technicians.     Five  more  have   taken  the  course,   but   as  yet  are 
not   certified  by   the  State. 

Education 

Sergeants  McNiff   and  Robinson  hold   Bachelors   degrees   in  Law 
Enforcement.      Patrolman  Charles   Coggins  has   an  Associate  Degree   in  Law 
Enforcement.      Sergeants   Rhodes   and  Parisi   are  presently  working  toward 
Associate  Degrees   in  Law  Enforcement   for   the   spring  of  1977. 

Regional  Radio  Network 


This   department   is   presently  involved   in  negotiations   for  the 
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implementation  of  a  Regional  Communications  network.  The  Town  of  Acton 
has  expended  $531  toward  this  project,  for  which  we  will  receive  equip- 
ment  valued   at   $10,427.      The  bulk   of    the   cost   is   being   absorbed  through 

State   and   Federal  grants. 


Under   our  present  radio   setup  we  now  have   direct  communications 
with   the    towns    of    Concord,   Maynard,    Stow,    Carlisle,    Boxboro   and  Lincoln. 
Once    the   regional   equipment   is   installed,   we  will  have   instant  radio 
communications  with   the   following:      Sudbury,    Wayland,   Weston,  Berlin, 
Hudson,   Marlboro,    Framingham,    Natick,    Northboro,    Southboro,  Ashland, 
Sherborn,    Westboro,    Hopkinton  and  Holliston. 


Alarm  Systems 


Another  area  that  is  under  study  at  this  time  is  the  updating  of  our 
present  alarm  system.  This  will  consist  of  relocating  the  communications 
area  in  the  front  office  and  the  installation  of  a  modern  console  system. 
This  will  enable  the  desk  officer  to  control  all  communications  and 
alarms  from  one  position,  and  also  allow  for  better  contact  with  citizens 
who   come   into   the  station   on  p o li ce- r e 1 a t e d  matters. 


Recommendations 


The  basic  purpose   of  your  Police  Department  is   to  preserve   the  peace 
of    the   community   and    to   reduce,    as   far   as   possible,    the   opportunity  to 
c  ommi  t   c  r  ime . 


In  fulfilling   these   responsibilities,   we   are   called  upon   to  resolve 
a  wide  variety   of    community  problems,    as    they   occur,    on   a  day   to  day 
basis.      By  vigilant,    preventive  patrol,   we   can  minimize   to   some  degree 
the   opportunity   to   commit   crime,   but   the  desire   to  commit   crime   is  one 
element   over  which   the   police  have    little   control.      While  being  fully 
aware   of    the   financial   implications,    I   am   still   compelled   to   ask  for 
additional  manpower   to   augment   the  night  patrols   and   thereby  increase 
police  visibility,   which   in  turn  will  hopefully  deter  possible  criminal 
offenders   from   the   commission   of    further  crime. 


After   consideration   of    the  many   factors   involved,    I  have  requested 
the   creation  of   the  position  of   Lieutenant   and   the   addition  of  four 
patrolmen.      These   additions   would  not   only   develop   a   sound  organizational 
structure,   but  would   also  give   the  Town  of   Acton  the  necessary  additional 
patrol  coverage. 


I  wish   to   take    the   opportunity   to   thank   all  members    of   various  boards 
committees   and   town   ? dmini s t r a t or s  who   cooperated  with   this  department 
during   the  past  year. 


In  closing  I  extend  my  sincere  gratitude  and  appreciation 
members  of  the  department  for  their  cooperation  and  efforts  in 
the  quality  of  police   service   to   the  citizens   of  Acton. 


to  all 
upgrading 
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Crimes   or  Complaints  Reported 


1974 


1975 


1976 


Breaking  and  Entering 
Miscellaneous  Complaints 
Larceny 

Malicious  Damage 

Stolen  Motor  Vehicles/Plates 

Assault  and  Battery 

Stolen  Bikes 

Armed  Robbery 

Motor  Vehicle  Violations 

(Physical  Arrests) 
Sex  Related  Crimes 
Narcotics 
Suicides 

Counterfeiting  or  Forgery 

Missing  Persons 

Arson 


177 
168 
318 
188 
88 
44 
72 
6 
60 

11 
28 
1 
10 
4 
4 


189 
239 
255 
204 
95 
35 
65 
4 
45 

10 
16 
2 
11 
7 
5 


180 
255 
275 
240 
49 
52 
80 
4 
89 

16 
15 
0 
5 
8 
10 


Motor  Vehicle  Statistics 


Motor  Vehicle  Accidents  Covered  by  Department 
Motor  Vehicle  Accidents  with  Personal  Injury 
Bicycle  Fatals 

Bicycle  Accidents  with  Personal  Injury 
Pedestrian  Accidents/Fatal 
Pedestrian  Accidents/Personal  Injury 
Motor  Vehicle  Accidents/Fatal 
Motorcycle  Accidents/Personal  Injury 
Motorcycle  Accident s /Fat al 


431 
80 
0 
7 
1 
10 
0 
5 
0 


Miscellaneous  Statistics 


Protective  Custody  Detentions 
Traffic  Violation  Citations  Issued 
Summons   Served  within  Town 
Summons   Served  Out   of  Town 


167 
864 
315 
475 


■ 


118 


Members   of   the  Acton  Police  Department 

Chief   of  Police 
Chauncey  R.    Fenton,  Jr. 


Sergeants 

Robert   S.  Rhodes 
George  W.  Robinson 
John  T.  McNiff 
Robert  P.  MacLeod 
Robert  L.  Parisi 


Patrolmen 


Bernard  W.  Harrison 
William  N.  Hayes 
Joseph  P.  Sansone 
Donald  M.  Bresnick 
Brian  R.  Goodman 
Lawrence  A.  DuPont 


Charles  Coggins 
George  Dristilaris 
Calvin  O'Coin 
Thomas  Rogers 
Ronald  Johnson 
Dennis  Thompson 

Police  Matrons 


Richard  Gervais 
Stephen  McCarthy 
Paul  McGovern 
Paul  Cogan 
Robert  Cowan 
Albert  Crowley,  Jr 


June  Carney 
Mar j  ory  D avis 
Natacha  MacGregor 
Barbara  Flannery 


School  Crossing  Guards 

Natacha  MacGregor 
Pamela  Waterhouse 
Terry  Moore 


Secretary 
June  Carney 


Veterans  Graves 
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There  have  been  nine   interments   of   United   States   War   Veterans   in  the 
Acton  Cemeteries   during   the  year   1976.      The  names   of    the  Veterans,  the 
dates   and   places    of   burial   are  as  follows: 

Almand  M.    Tewksbury ,   WWII   U.S. Army,   January   1,    1976,    Woodlawn  Cemetery 
Bernard   J.   McGargle,    Vietnam  U.S. Navy,    January   27,    1976,   Woodlawn  Cemetery 
Alfred   E.    Plude,   WWII   U.S. Army,    February   13,    1976,   Woodlawn  Cemetery 
Walter  McLane  Parsons,    WWI  U.S. Navy,   April   11,    1976,   Woodlawn  Cemetery 
John  E.    Chaney,   Vietnam  U.S. Army,   May   30,    1976,   Woodlawn  Cemetery 
/Ruoff   Tompkins,    WWII,   U.S. Army,    July   18,    1976,   Woodlawn  Cemetery 
Cornelius   C.    Cullinane,    WWI   U.S. Army,    July    24,    1976,    Woodlawn  Cemetery 
Warren  L.    Phillips,   WWII   U.S. Army,   August   5,    1976,   Woodlawn  Cemetery 
iRobert   J.    Howe,    Korean  War  U.S. Army,   August   26,    1976,   Mt.    Hope  Cemetery 

Veteran's   Flag   Standards   have  been  placed   on   all   of   the   above  Veteran's 
graves,    and  also  grave  markers.      To  receive   a  Veteran's  Grave  marker  it  is 
necessary   that   an  application  for  same  be  made   out   and  forwarded   to  the 
government.      These  forms   are  available  from  all  Funeral  Directors   or  the 
Veteran's  Agent. 

T.    Frederick  S.  Kennedy 

Workmen's  Compensation  Agent 

For   the  year  ending  December   31,    1976,    there  were  seventeen  (17) 
(accidents   reported   from  the  following  departments: 


School  Department: 

Conant   School  1 

Douglas  3 

Gates  5 

McCarthy-Towne  1 

Guidance  1 

Traffic  1 

Cemetery  Department  1 

Highway  Department  4 


Seven   of    the   injured   required  medical   attention,    only   four  had   loss  of 
ime,    all  but   two  are   finaled   out.      One   is   open  and  receiving  weekly  compen- 
sation,   the  other   is  being   resolved  as   to  question  of  coverage. 

The  one   that  had  a  reserve   set   aside   last  year  has  been  before  the 
ndustrial  Accident   Board  with  no  decision   arrived  at  yet. 

Theron  A.  Lowden, 
Compensation  Agent 
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Our  Heritage 
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The  Office  of  Town  Clerk 
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ELECTIONS 


Record  of   Presidential  Primary  March  2,  1976 


Pc t .    1       Pet .    2       Pet .    3  Total 

The  Vote  of   the  American  Party 


Whole  Number   of   Ballots  Cast 

Presidential  Preference 

No  Preference   

George  C.  Wallace   

Blanks   

State  Committee  -  Man 

Donald  R.  Callinan   

Edward  Kantorski   

Blanks   

State  Committee  -  Woman 

Gloria  S.  Callinan  

Blanks   

Town  Committee 

Gloria   S.  Callinan   

Donald  R.  Callinan   

The  Vote  of  the  Democratic  Party 

Whole  Number  of   Ballots  Cast 

Presidential  Preference 

Robert  L.  Kelleher   

George  C.  Wallace   

Ellen  McCormack   

Terry  Sanford   

Lloyd  Bentsen   

Fred  R.  Harris   

Milton  J.  Shapp   

Birch  Bayh   

Jimmy  Carter   

R.    Sargent  Shriver   

Henry  M.  Jackson   

Morris  K.  Udall   

No  Preference   

Scattered   

Blanks   


0 

0 

2 

2 

- 

- 

2 

2 

1 

1 

- 

1 

1 

- 

- 

2 

2 

- 

- 

2 

2 

- 

- 

2 

2 

880 

O  O  \J 

SJ  \J  w 

670 

2  1 

i 

X 

o 

u 

n 
\j 

1 

X 

S  Q 

LI 

Ul 

148 

i-  j 

2  4 

1  5 

64 

n 

u 

0 

o 

n 

n 

o 

70 

d  y 

1  /  J 

131 

80 

87 

298 

85 

A3 

35 

163 

80 

79 

73 

232 

26 

22 

19 

67 

112 

63 

98 

273 

274 

199 

215 

688 

6 

2 

12 

20 

9 

6 

4 

19 

2 

0 

6 

8 
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Pet.  1 

The  Vote  of   the  Democratic  Party 
Whole  Number   of   Ballots  Cast 


State  Committee  -  Man 

Chester  G.   Atkins   669 

Paul  F .    Hester   108 

Blanks   103 

State  Committee  -  Woman 

Jane  R.    Barrett    237 

Barbara  H.   Rowe    271 

Blanks   372 

Town  Committee 

Francis  X.    Quinn   460 

Judith  Weiner    440 

John  Roder   427 

Maureen  R.    Pasik   426 

Marita   B.    Hartshorn   446 

A.    Craig   Stimmel   411 

Mario  Quadri,   Jr   418 

Alan  R.   Goldman   451 

Claudia  Everest    447 

Richard  Paul  O'Brien   468 

Henry  J.    Bullwinkel   438 

Thomas  Moroney    434 

Gregory  V.   Roach   415 

Joseph  R.    Peters   414 

Carol  E.    Emerson   473 

Mary  E.    Niles   425 

John  R.    Folsom   433 

Henry  M.    Young   429 

Richard  T.    Skinger   424 

William  J.   Gately   437 

John  F.   McLaughlin   452 

John  V.    Conconan   411 

Leonard   S.    Selman   425 

Peter  J.   Anzenberger   407 

Daniel  Counihan    443 

John  E.    Powers,   Jr   443 

Joseph  M.   Durkin   444 

Scattered    5 

Blanks   19054 


Pet.    2  Pet. 3  Total 


482  563  1714 

73  69  250 

51  38  192 

174  208  619 

217  233  721 

215  229  816 

344  394  1198 

307  350  1097 

296  345  1068 

316  359  1101 

351  365  1162 
291  326  1028 

305  336  1059 

294  329  1074 
316  339  1102 

319  383  1170 

306  371  1115 
300  347  1081 
306  336  1057 
310  345  1069 
323  364  1160 

296  336  1057 
315  345  1093 

320  351  1100 

297  346  1067 
315  354  1106 
319  369  1140 

295  328  1034 
297  329  1051 
271  325  1003 
312  356  1111 

352  360  1155 
322  371  1115 

5  5  15 

12810  13986  45850 
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Pet 


Pet.  2 


Pet.  3 


Total 


The  Vote  of   the  Republican  Party 


Whole  Number  of   Ballots  Cast 


506 


293 


448 


1247 


Presidential  Preference 
Ronald  W.   Reagan   .    .  . 
Gerald  R.   Ford       .    .  . 
No  Preference  .... 

Scattered   

Blanks  

State   Committee  -  Man 
Geoffrey  D.   Cronin   .  . 
Gi   Richard  Wirtenson  . 
Blanks   

State  Committee  -  Woman 
Constance  F.    Henry   .  . 
Jeanne  S.    Kangas       .  . 
Blanks   

Town  Committee 

Patricia  G.    Bushnell  . 
Diane  B.    Horan  .... 
Richard  A.  Phillips 
G.    Richard  Wirtenson  . 
Mary  S.    Tierney  .... 
Thomas   L.    Rogers    .    .  . 
Jane   S.   Rogers  ... 
Paul   E.   Mendonca  ... 
Herman  Vanderwart     .  . 
Patience  H.  MacPherson 
Lucia  A.    Cummings    .    .  . 
Connie  A.   Dearborn     .  . 
E.    Wilson  Bursaw  ... 
Rita  Leye  Dolan  ... 
Frederick  H.  Bubier 
Katherine  F.  Arnold 
Norman  R.  Veenstra 
Karey  D.    Brown  .... 
John  N.    Loring   .    .    .  . 
Edward  W.    Jones      .    .  . 
Patricia  K.    Jones      .  . 
T.    Frederick  S.  Kennedy 
Theron  A.    Lowden  ... 
Michael  N.P.    Grace   .    .  , 


190 
285 
13 
12 
6 


143 
319 
44 


114 
345 
47 


301 
306 
306 
360 
367 
317 
315 
301 
354 
371 
310 
302 
313 
324 
364 
298 
314 
301 
359 
307 
304 
318 
314 
317 


115 
168 
4 
5 
1 


101 
169 
23 


61 
207 
25 


181 
172 
172 
200 
208 
171 
169 
166 
184 
211 
169 
174 
195 
178 
190 
161 
185 
172 
216 
178 
179 
181 
189 
175 


170 
253 
15 
6 
4 


119 
293 
36 


85 
332 
31 


274 
257 
255 
306 
315 
264 
264 
251 
287 
322 
255 
269 
296 
265 
315 
252 
295 
260 
345 
254 
256 
296 
292 
257 


475 
706 
32 
23 
11 


363 
781 
103 


260 
884 
103 


756 
735 
733 
866 
890 
752 
752 
718 
825 
904 
734 
745 
804 
767 
868 
711 
794 
734 
920 
739 
739 
795 
795 
749 
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Pet .    1  Pet .    2  Pet .    3  Total 

The  Vote   of    the  Republican  Party 
Whole  Number  of   Ballots  Cast 
Town  Committee 

Stanley  E.    Bielski   298  163  256  7  17 

Scattered   234  47  80  36  1 

Blanks    9434  5669  8642  23745 
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i  Record  of  Town  Election  Held  April  5,  1976 


Pet .  1 

Whole  number  of  ballots   cast   .    .    .  663 
MODERATOR,    One  Year 


John  W.    Putnam   526 

Robert   S.    Wood   114 

Blanks   23 

SELECTMAN,    Three   Years  (1) 

Julia  D.    Stevens   480 

Nathaniel  D.    Pitnof   152 

Blanks   31 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE,    Three  Years  (2) 

Alice  E.    Klemmer   452 

Francis  M.    Joyner,   Jr   385 

Charles  Kadlec    309 

Blanks   180 

Scattered  

TRUSTEE   OF  MEMORIAL   LIBRARY,    Three  Years 

Nancy  C.    Howe   577 

Blanks   86 

Scattered   - 

HOUSING  AUTHORITY,    Five  Years 

Ann  M.    Courtright   64 

Blanks   599 

Scattered   


Pet .    2  Pet . 3  Total 

460  636  1759 

347  466  1339 

95  149  358 

18  21  62 

327  477  1284 

114  128  394 

19  31  81 

317  455  1224 

250  328  963 

212  345  866 

141  143  464 

1  1 

401  560  1538 

59  75  220 

1  1 

21  64  149 

418  543  1560 

21  29  50 


Record   of   State   Primary   September    14,  1976 


Pet .    1         Pet .    2         Pet . 

Vote   of    the  American  Party 

Whole  Number   of   Ballots  Cast  -  1  2 

Senator  In  Congress 

Robert   E.    Dinsmore   -  -  2 

Edward  M.    Kennedy   -  1 

Blanks   

Congres  sman 

Roger  P.   Durkin   -  -  2 

Blanks   -  1 

Councillor 

Blanks   1  2 

Senator 

Louis   F.    LeBlanc   -  1 

Blanks   -  2 

Representative   in  General  Court 

John  H.    Loring   -  1 

Blanks   -  2 

Clerk  of  Courts 

Joan  R.    Needleman   -  1  - 

Blanks  -  2 

Register   of  Deeds 

Blanks   -  1  2 

County  Commissioner    ( 2 ) 

Blanks   -  2  4 
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Vote  of   the  Democratic  Party 


Pet . 1  Pet.    2         Pet.    3  Total 


Whole  Number  of   Ballots  Cast  321 

Senator   In  Congress 

Edward  M.    Kennedy   233 

Robert  Emmet  Dinsmore      .    .    '.    .  54 

Frederick  C.    Langone    ,    .    .    .    .  24 

Bernard  P.    Shannon    7 

Blanks    3 

C  ongr  es  sman 

Paul  E.    Tsongas   277 

Blanks   44 

Councillor 

Herbert  L.    Connolly   205 

Blanks   116 

Senator 

Chester  G.   Atkins   260 

Blanks   61 

Representative  in  General  Court 

William  Charles  Mullin   ....  248 

Blanks   73 

Clerk  of  Courts 

Edward  J.    Sullivan   224 

Blanks   97 

Register   of  Deeds 

John  F.    Zamparelli   212 

Blanks   109 

County  Commissioner 

Michael  E.   McLaughlin      ....  85 

S.   Lester  Ralph   150 

Joyce  Morrissey  Beatty   ....  69 

Richard  Robert   Caples      ....  52 

Thomas   F.    Coughlin   75 

Bernard   J.    Hennessy   77 

Blanks   134 


255  270  846 

189  203  625 

44  47  145 

13  16  53 

3  2  12 

6  2  11 

219  223  719 

36  47  127 

160  171  536 

95  99  310 

214  241  715 

41  29  131 

196  208  652 

59  62  194 

166  180  570 

89  90  276 

159  152  523 

96  118  323 

74  86  245 

100  109  359 

60  61  190 
34  30  116 
58  57  190 
66  75  218 

118  122  374 
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Pet  .    1  Pet .    2  Pet.    3  Total 

Vote   of    the  Republican  Party 

Whole   Number   of    Ballots   Cast  277  131  216  624 

Senator   In  Congress 

Michael  S.    Robertson   ....  234  117  178  529 

Blanks   43  14  38  95 

Congressman 

Roger  P.   Durkin   233  1  18  182  533 

Blanks   44  13  34  9  1 

Councillor 


Scattered                                                  -  2  5  7 

Blanks   277  129  2  1  1  6  17 

Senator 

Louis  F.   LeBlanc   2  13  102  17  1  486 

Blanks                                                         64  29  45  138 

Representative   In  General  Court 

John  H.   Loring   128  75  140  343 

James  R.    Spike   149  56  75  280 

Blanks                                                         -  -  1  1 

Clerk  of  Courts 

Joan  R.   Needleman   225  1  10  172  50  7 

Blanks                                                         52  21  44  1  17 

Register  of  Deeds 

Lester  Bowen                                            45  20  19  84 

Scattered                                                  -                      2  3  5 

Blanks   232  109  194  535 

County  Commissioner  (2) 

Carl  J.    Cincotta   207  101  164  472 

Scattered                                                     3  -  3  6 

Blanks   344  16  1  265  770 


1  40 


State  Election  held  November  2,  1976 


A 

SWP 
D 

R 

USL 
I 


American 

P 

Prohibition 

Socialist  Workers  Party 

SL 

Socialist  Labor 

Democratic 

L 

Libertarian 

Rep  ub li  c  an 

P 

Pe  op le  s 

U.S.  Labor 

Independent 

Pet.  1 

Pet  .  2 

Pet.  3 

Total 

Number   of   Votes  Cast 

3548 

2317 

2757 

8622 

dent   &  Vice  President 

Anderson  and  Shackelford 

A 

4 

7 

6 

17 

Camejo  and  Reid  .... 

SWP 

8 

4 

10 

22 

Carter   and  Mondale.    .  . 

D 

1383 

975 

1022 

3380 

R. 

2024 

1229 

1624 

4877 

LaRouche  Jr.    and  Evans 

USL 

10 

— 

3 

13 

McCarthy  and   Stouffer  . 

I 

83 

84 

62 

229 

P 

- 

- 

Levin  and  Blomen    .  . 

SL 

MacBride  and  Bergland  . 

L 

3 

3 

Wright   and   Spock.    .    .  . 

P 

4 

10 

14 

36 

14 

17 

67 

Senator   In  Congress 


Edward  M.    Kennedy.    .  .. 

D 

2008 

1306 

1453 

Michael   S.    Robertson.  . 

R 

1437 

945 

1232 

Carol  Henderson  Evans  . 

SWP 

42 

24 

26 

H.   Graham  Lowry  .... 

USL 

9 

5 

7 

52 

37 

39 

4767 
3614 
92 
21 
128 


Congressman  -  Fifth  District 

Paul  E.    Tsongas      ....  D  1866 

Roger  P.   Durkin      ....  R  1513 

Blanks   169 

Councillor   -   Third  District 

Herbert  L.    Connolly.    .    .      D  2235 

Scattered   

Blanks   1313 

Senator   In  General  Court 

Chester  G.  Atkins  .  .  .  .  D  2133 
Louis  F.  LeBlanc  .  .  .  .  R.  1163 
Scattered   

Blanks   252 


1246 
975 
96 


1467 
4 

846 


1451 
733 
1 

132 


1422 
1217 
118 


1735 
1022 

1673 
951 

133 


4534 
3705 
383 


5437 
4 

3181 


5257 
2847 
1 

517 
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Pet.  1 

Representative  In  General  Court 


William  Charles  Mullin   .    .   D  1300 

John  H.   Loring  R.  2036 

Blanks   212 

Clerk  of  Courts 

Edward  J.    Sullivan   .    .    .    .   D  1381 

Joan  R.    Needleman  R  1716 

Blanks   451 

Register   of  Deeds 

John  F.    Zamparelli    .    .    .    .   D  1343 

Lester  W.    Bowen         .    .    .    .   R  1623 

Blanks   582 

County  Commissioner  (2) 

S.   Lester  Ralph  D  1562 

Carl  J.    Cincotta                        R  1677 

Michael  E.   McLaughlin   .    .    -D  1199 

Scattered   

Blanks   2658 

Referenda 

Pet.  1 

Whole  Number  of  Votes  Cast  3548 

Question  g  1                 Yes   2515 

No   976 

Blanks   57 

Question  #2                 Yes   757 

NO   2709 

Blanks   82 

Question  #3                Yes   2308 

No   1158 

Blanks   82 

Question  //4                Yes   5  23 

No   2925 

Blanks   100 

Question  #5                Yes   1364 

No   2128 

Blanks   56 


Pet .    2  Pet.    3  Total 

913  957  3170 

1307  1713  5056 

97  87  396 

995  1026  3402 

1045  1434  4195 

277  297  1025 

941  1020  3304 

1033  1349  4005 

343  388  1313 

1077  1223  3862 

1074  1408  4159 

825  889  2913 

1  -  1 

1657  1994  6309 

Pc t .    2  Pc t .    3  Total 

2317  2757  8622 

1562  1825  5902 

711  882  2569 

44  50  151 

543  588  1888 

1724  2129  6562 

50  40  172 

1326  1701  5335 

928  993  3079 

63  63  208 

280  340  1143 

1968  2340  7233 

69  77  246 

852  986  3202 

1425  1721  5274 

40  50  146 


142 


Question 

#6 

Ques  ti  on 

in 

Question 

#8 

Question 

#9 

Pet.  1 


Yes   2142 

No   1372 

Blanks   34 

Yes   1350 

No   1048 

Blank   1150 

Yes   2503 

No   924 

Blanks   121 

Yes   2183 

No   1274 

Blanks   91 


Pet.    2         Pet.    3  Total 


1359  1624  5125 

931  1103  3406 

27  30  91 

475  571  2396 

1798  2143  4989 

44  43  1237 

1626  1977  6106 

594  691  2209 

97  89  307 

1467  1698  5348 

785  995  3054 

65  64  220 


Revised  Jury  List 

PRECINCT  1 
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Margaret  H.    Hartman,    481  Main  Street,  Teacher 

Jeanne   R.    Henderson,    72   Hammond   Street,  Home 

Frances   D.   Mlccloli,    37   Old  Village  Road,  Home 

Nancy   T.    Rogers,    13  Long  Ridge  Road,  Home 

Joseph  J.    Sorrentino,    3  Jefferson  Drive,  Engineer 

Harold  W.    Wendorf ,    6  Harvard  Court,   General  Manager 

Gray  M.   Wexelblat,    23  Concord  Road,  Student 

Paul  M.   Wexelblat,    23  Concord  Road,  Programmer 

Robert  J.   Williamson,    22  Minot  Avenue,   N.    E.  Telephone 

James   B.    Bender,    14  Whittier  Drive,  Marketing  Manager 

Richard  J.    Bradley,    2  Phlox  Lane,   Executive  Director 

Mark  H.    Bramhall,    15  Long  Ridge  Road,  Programming 

John  H.    Caldwell,    5  Cross   Street,  Housewife 

Anne  J.   Davis,    7  Emerson  Drive,  Homemaker 

Rita  Leys  Dolan,    7  Alcott   Street,   Volunteer  Service 

Walter  E.    C.   George,    87  Cencord  Road,   Personnel  Administrator 

Constance  A.   Krea,    93  Concord  Road,  Home 

Alvin  G.    Litchfield,    20  Minot  Avenue,  Vice-President 

Muriel  G.    Lombardo,    26   Carlisle  Road,  Chef 

Robert  L.    Loomis,    56  Alcott  Street,   Communications   Systems  Engineer 

Beverly  A.   Lowry,    50  Alcott  Street,  Homemaker 

W.   David  Malcolm,   Jr.,    4  LongRidge  Road,   Section  Head 

Richard  G.   Martin,    4  Green  Wood  Lane,   Dept.   Manager  -  Production 

Edwin  H.   Miller,   95  Concord  Road,   Electrical  Engineer 

Carol  0.   McCluer,    27  Washington  Drive,  Housewife 

Jane  G.   Moody,    19   Evergreen  Road,  Housewife 

Ellen  H.   Nott,    11  Long  Ridge  Road,  Waitress 

Carol  E.   Rae,    41  Wood  Lane,  Bookkeeper 

Barbara  T.    Schneider,    8   Brabrook  Road,  Housewife 

Gertrude  E.    Schneider,    4  Five  &  Drum  Road,  Housewife 

Erla  Z.    Schwarm,    5  Alcott   Street,  Housewife 

James  R.    Spike,    9  Wampus  Avenue,   Technical  Writer 

Herman  Vanderwart,    14  Minot  Avenue,    Sales  Engineer 

Marion  B.   Walsh,    7  Flagg  Road,  Housewife 

Edward  T.    Berriman,   Jr.,    3  Heald  Road,  Regional  Manager 
Robert  L.    Caldwell,    5  Cross   Street,    Sales  Engineer 
R.    Sumner  Cowdrey,    6  Flagg  Road,  Marketing  Engineer 
Lucia  A.    Cummings ,    8  Alcott  Street,  Stenographer 
William  B.   Elliott,    130  Butternut  Hollow,    System  Engineer 
Margaret  A.    Garlow,    42  Alcott   Street,   Executive  Secretary 
Donald  P.   Gates,    37  Newtown  Road,   Senior  Process  Engineer 
Lucille  P.   Grosse,    11  Alcott   Street,    Bank  Teller 
Dale  H.   Hesch,    18  Bayberry  Road,   Principal  Engineer 
Raymond  L.    LaRoche,    31  Alcott   Strefet,   Graphic  Engineer 
Joseph  E.   Lidiak,    12  Phalen  Street,  Manager 


Talma  N.    Lidiak,    12  Phalen  Street,  Home 

Marianne  W.   Maguire,    14  Revolutionary  Road,  Retired 

Roberta  B.   Mcllhatten,    42  Concord  Road,  Housewife 

John  F.   McLaughlin,    24  Hayward  Road,   Electrical  Engineer 

Barbara  Nylander,    144  Great  Ro,ad,  Housewife 

Donald   0.    Nylander,    144  Great  Road,  Retired 

Edward  M.    Palizzolo,    10  Cowdrey  Lane,    Sales  Representative 

Margaret  Pogue,    105   Concord  Road,  Housewife 

Elizabeth  A.    Powers,    517  Main  Street,  Housewife 

Thomas  N.    Rogers,    12  Coughlin  Street,  Retired 

Margaret   Schene,    7  Partridge  Pond  Road,   Domestic  Engineer 

Jean  E.    Smith,    11  Magnolia  Drive,  Housewife 

Richard   T.    Tear,    6  Green  Wood  Lane,  Manager 

Shirley  U.    Towle,    33  Nagog  Hill  Road,  Housewife 

Kenneth  B.    Turner,   Jr.,    70  Taylor  Road,   Chemical  Engineer 

George  E.   Waitt,    16  Henley  Road,   Head  Shipper 


PRECINCT  2 


Robert   S.    Andrews,    3  Conant   Street,  Psychologist 
Lorraine  C.    Breslouf ,    10   Beverly  Road,  Home 
Robert  J.    Brill,    6  Carlton  Drive,    Sales  Manager 
Curtis  G.    Emmons,    26  Oakwood  Drive,    Sales  Manager 
Thomas   G.    Lunny,    46   Laws   Brook  Road,   Mail  Carrier 
Roger  F.   Meyer,    6  Heritage  Road,  Finance 
Everett  0.   Morrow,    2  Brucewood  Road,  Programmer 
Alvin  R.   Piper,    7  Piper  Road,  Sales 

John  E.    Powers,   Jr.,    11  Carriage  Drive,   Const.  Eng. 
Lawrence  D.    Sher,    72  Liberty  Street,  Engineer 
Pauline   B.    Thompson,    19  Pond  View  Drive,  Home 
Roger  G.    Woodard,    3  Carlton  Drive,  Engineer 
Marjorie  M.   Anzenberger,    33  Adams   Street,  Housewife 
Jean  G.    Bachman,    5  Doris  Road,  Homemaker 
Esther  M.    Bergin,    132  High  Street,  Homemaker 

Henry  D.    Bushnell,    II,    50  Liberty  Street,   Personnel  Officer 
Lawrence  M.    Hill,    11  Francine  Road,   Electrical  Engineer 
Ann  S.    Hoover,    36  Faulkner  Hill  Road,  Housewife 
James  J.    Horan,    22   Olde   Surrey  Drive,  Banker 
Mary  Kasparian,    4   Hatch  Road,  Housewife 

Alfons  Krysieniel,    13  Independence  Road,   Electronic  Technician 

Paul  P.    LaVigne,    236  Parker   Street,  Mechanical  Engineer 

Margaret  M.   McGinty,    28  Conant  Street,  Housewife 

James  J.   McPadden,    7  Putter  Drive,  Vice-President 

Paul  E.   Mendonca,    47  School  Street,   Ind.  Relations 

Albert  E.   Mullin,   Jr.,    6  Nadine  Road,  Executive 

Walter   B.    Newsham,    45  Piper  Road,   Asst.  Vice-President 

Paul  R.   Nyquist,    2  Apple  Valley  Road,  Unemployed 

Majetta  J.   Parris,    14  Broadview  Street,  Nurse 

Alfred  P.    Ramos,    51  Main  Street,  Supervisor 
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Joan  N.    Regan,    2  Ashwood  Road,  Housewife 

Jean  B.    Schoch,    6  Doris  Road,   Field  Director 

Roland  F.    Shackford,    27  Central  Street,  Matheme t ician 

Howard  T.    Shippen,    16  Carlton  Drive,   Electrical  Engineer 

Wayne  C.    Smith,   59  Laws   Brook  Road,    Broadcast  Engineer 

Barbara  A.   Walsh,   9  Country  Club  Road,  Housewife 

Avilda  W.    Whittle,    185  Parker  Street,  Housewife 

Irene   S.    Borowski,   9  Faulkner  Hill  Road,   Accounting  Representative 

Henry  J.    Brinkman,    8  Carlton  Drive,  Accountant 

Patricia  G.    Bushnell,    50  Liberty  Street,  Homemaker 

Carla  C.   Dale,    26  Brucewood  Road,  Housewife 

Anne  D.   Darling,    197  Main  Street,    Self -Emp loyed 

James  P.   Diskin,    1  Vanderbelt  Road,   Sanitary  Engineer 

Peter  C.   Galluzzo,   92  Piper  Road,   Table  Machine  Operator 

Mary  Ann  Gilbert,    11  Carlton  Drive,  Unemployed 

Marvin  H.   Gould,    15  Pond  View  Drive,  Manager,  Treasurer 

Edward  T.    Hopke,    6   Brucewood  Road,   Asst.   District  Manager 

Michele  Y.    Jones,    7  Pond  View  Drive,  Student 

Robert  V.   Mcllhargie,   9  Pond  View  Drive,   Personnel  Manager 

Pasquale  J.   Moscariello,    257  Parker   Street,  Machinist 

Ronald  L.   Pickering,    243  Main  Street,  Engineer 

Marvin  D.   Pope,    40  Piper  Road,  Engineer 

Martha  L.   Ring,    249  School  Street,   Claims  Adjuster 

Judith  L.   Ross,    66   School  Street,   Teachers  Aide 

Donald  M.    Starr,    253  High  Street,  Vice-President 

Ellis  G.    Stutman,    82  High  Street,  Engineer 

William  A.   Walde,    28  Tuttle  Drive,    Softward  Engineer 

Arleon  S.   Waldron,    230  High  Street,  Housewife 

Constance  B.    Weare,    6  Hatch  Road,  Bookkeeper 

Norman  E.   Weare,    6  Hatch  Road,   Program  Manager 

Joyce  R.   Weissman,    19   Olde  Surrey  Drive,  Housewife 

PRECINCT  3 

Joann  C.   Albright,    138  Hayward  Road,  Home 
Lynn  C.   Aldrich,    26  Capt.    Brown's  Lane,   Office  Manager 
Robert  C.    Boothby,    63  Windsor  Avenue,  Mgr.  Contract. 
John  M.   Clarke,    19  Cherokee  Road,   Elect.  Engineer 
John  B.    Cohen,    42  Agawam  Road,  Mathematician 
Robert  K.    Crane,    21  Deacon  Hunt  Drive,  Research 
Edmund  R.    Hooper,    28  Nash  Road,    Quality  Control 
Dudley  F.   Howe,    11  Mohawk  Drive,  Insurance 
Richard  P.    Lazure,    8  Notre  Dame  Road,  Mathematician 
Herbert  H.    Luther,    6  Betsy  Ross  Circle,  Manager 
Harry  C.   Metzger,    65  Seminole  Road,   Elect.  Engineer 
Ronald  A.   Morrison,    15  Duggan  Road,    System  Analyst 
Richard  A.   Phillips,    3  Betsy  Ross  Circle,  Physicist 
Paul  A.    Schottler,   67   Summer   Street,  Engineer 


Richard  C.    Sisson,    111  Hayward  Road, Antique  Aircraft 
Richard  P.    Sullivan,    4  Olde  Lantern  Road,  Vice-President 
D.   Ann  Thompson,    372  Arlington  Street,   Lab.  Technician 
Wilfred  E.    Brown,    15  Marian  Road,   Electrical  Engineer 
Gerald  F.   Dearborn,    1  Duggan  Road,    Sr.   Environmental  Engeineer 
Lois  E.   Doskocil,    13  Algonquin  Road,  Secretary 
Sheila  T.   Falvey,    23  Black  Horse  Drive,  Home 
George  W.   Mauer,   Jr.,    9  Capt.    Forbush  Lane,    Sales  Manager 
Eleanor  L.   Phillips,    3  Betsy  Ross  Circle,   Intern  Resource  Planner 
Mary  Ellen  Tighe,    16  Olde  Lantern  Road,  Housewife 
Elizabeth  H.    Tolman,    77  Willow  Street,  Secretary-Clerk 
Joyce  H.   Woodhead,    201  Central  Street,  Secretary 
Mary  Yelverton,    7  Patrick  Henry  Circle,  Housewife 
Katherine  F.   Arnold,    157  Willow  Street,  Homemaker 
William  H.   Arnold,    157  Willow  Street,   Financial  Clerk 
Charles  Aucht er lonie ,   26  Agawam  Road,  Manager 
Mary  F.    Autio,      5  Joseph  Reed  Lane,  Housewife 

Stanley  E.    Bielski,    18  Smart  Road,   Computer  Programmer /Analyst 
Karey  D.    Brown,    12  Marian  Road,  Home 
Lorraine  E.    Caciiapaglia ,    16  Cherokee  Road,  Home 
Elizabeth  J.    Cameron,    5  Winter  Street,  Secretary 
Mary-Louise  Chapski,    57  Windsor  Avenue,  Housewife 
Edwin  J.    Costa,    17  Juniper  Ridge  Road,   General  Sales  Manager 
Dominic  G.   DeSimio,    11  Capt.    Brown's  Lane,   V.P.  Sales 
John  F.   Doyle,    26  Joseph  Reed  Lane,   Program  Manager 
Kathryn  S.    Esser,    29   Black  Horse  Drive,  Secretary 
Joyce  E.   Foley,    1  Algonquin  Road,   Wife  &  Mother 
James  R.   Gilbert,    14  Joseph  Reed  Lane,  Unemployed 
Joanne  E.   Hinds,    16  Agawam  Road,  Homemaker 
Bruce  M.    Imbt,    1  Winter  Street,  Salesman 
M.    Evelyn  Kalms,    2   Sioux  Street,  Housewife 
Leo  C.   Kaye,    22  Capt.    Brown's  Lane,   Electrical  Engineer 
Robert  H.   Kelsey,    8  Ticonderoga  Road,   Staff  Physicist 
James  V.    Kerrigan,    8  Huron  Road,   Truck  Driver  and  Laborer 
Lydia  R.    Lesure,    16  Mohegan  Road,  Housewife 
Robert   S.   Mallard,    3  Seneca  Road,    Self-employed  Salesman 
Annemarie  Natlacen-Malec ,    32  Paul  Revere  Road,  Realtor 
George  E.    Neagle,    66   Summer  Street,   Design  Manager 
Gerald  A.    Nordstrom,    175  Arlington  Street,   Electrical  Engineer 
William  L.    O'Connell,    336  Arlington  Street,  Retired 
Gladys  F.   Peterson,    49  Windsor  Avenue,  Housewife 
Teresa  M.    Quattrochi,    115  Prospect   Street,  Stockkeeper 
Raymond  H.    Salminen,    46   Quaboag  Road,   Area  Manager 
David  E.    Thorn,    3  Tuttle  Drive,   Tax  Auditor 
Dorothy  E.   Wattu,    63  Willow  Street,  At  Home 
June  D.    Wiggs,    17  Duggan  Road,  Housewife 

Robert  F.    Wolfenden,    13  Agawam  Road,    Equipment  Designer 


Dog  Licenses 
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All   dog   licenses   expire  March    31,    1977 .      Dogs   must   be   licensed   on  or 
efore  April   1st   or   the   owners   or   keepers    thereof    are    liable   to   a  fine, 
he  Law  applies    to   all   dogs    three  months   old   or   over,    regardless    of  time 
f   year   ownership   is    acquired.      No   tax  bills   are   sent   to   owners    of  dogs. 


Report   of   Dog  Licenses  Issued 
Through  November    30,  1976 


1023  Licenses 

at 

$  3. 

00 

$  3,069. 

00 

96  Licenses 

at 

6. 

00 

576  . 

00 

11  Licenses 

at 

10  . 

00 

110. 

00 

3  Licenses 

at 

25  . 

00 

75  . 

00 

2  Licenses 

at 

50. 

00 

100. 

00 

36  Duplicate  Tags 

at 

25 

9  . 

00 

6   Transfer  Licenses 

at 

25 

1 . 

50 

$  3,940.50 
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Town  Meeting 
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Town  Meetings 

ABSTRACT   OF   THE   PROCEEDINGS   OF  THE 
ANNUAL  TOWN  MEETING  APRIL   12,    1976  AND  ADJOURNED   SESSIONS  APRIL   13  AND  14,1976 

Moderator   called   the  meeting   to   order  at   7:35  P.M. 

Article   1.  OFFICERS 

To  choose  all  necessary  Town  Officers   and  Committees   and  fix  the  salaries  and 
compensations   of   all  the  elective   officers   of   the  Town. 

VOTED:      To  elect  Helen  B.   Allen  Trustee  of   the  Elizabeth  White  fund  for  three 
years . 

NOMINATED:      Corrine  Merkh  and  Marie  Reid   as   Trustee   of   the  Citizens  Library 
Association  of  West  Acton  for   three  years  - 
Voted:      Corrine  Merkh  -   131  Marie  Reid  -  133 

Elected  -  Marie  Reid. 

VOTED:      To  elect 

James   B.    Wilson  Trustee  of  the  West  Acton  Firemen's  Relief   Fund  for 
three  years. 

Thelma  L.    Boatman  Trustee  of   the   Charlotte  Goodnow  Fund  for   three  years. 
Richard  A.    Lowden  Trustee   of   the  Acton  Firemen's  Relief  Fund  for  three 
years . 

VOTED:      That   the  compensation  for  elected   officers  be  adopted  as  follows: 

Moderator  $20.00  per  each  night  meeting 

Board  of   Selectmen         Chairman  $750.00 

Clerk    650.  00 

Members    650.00 

Article   2.  REPORTS 

VOTED  UNANIMOUSLY:   To  accept   the  several  reports   of   the  Town  Officers   and  Boards 
as  printed   in  the  Town  Report   to  include   the  Town  Accountant   and  Treasurers 
Report  supplements. 

Article   3.  REPORTS 

To  hear   and  act  upon  the  report   of   any  Committee  chosen  at   any  previous  Town 
Meeting   that  has  not   already  reported. 

Verbal  report   of   the  Permanent   Building  Committee  regarding   the  Committee's 
study   thus   far  relative   to  new  building  facilities   for  Town  Offices,  was 
presented  by  Mr.  Regan. 

Article   4.      PERSONNEL  BYLAW 

VOTED:    To   amend   the  Personnel   Bylaw  by   deleting   Schedules   B,  B-l,   D,    E,    and  F 

and   substituting   therefor   the   following   Schedules   B,    B-l,   D,  E  F   and  G  as 
distributed  at   this  meeting. 
(For   schedules   see   following  pages). 
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SCHEDULE  C 
POLICE  ANNUAL   SALARY  SCHEDULE 
Rate  set  forth  in  Collective  Bargaining  Agreement. 

SCHEDULE  D 
FIRE   ANNUAL   SALARY  SCHEDULE 
Rate   set  forth   in  Collective  Bargaining  Agreement. 


Weekly   rates  computed  by  multiplying  hourly  rate  by  40. 
Annual  rates   computed  by  multiplying  hourly  rate  by  2080. 
Rate   set  forth  in  Collective   Bargaining  Agreement. 

SCHEDULE  F 

MISCELLANEOUS   COMPENSATION  SCHEDULE 
FOR  DESIGNATED  PART-TIME  AND   SEASONAL  POSITIONS 

Per  Hour 


SCHEDULE  E 


HIGHWAY   HOURLY  WAGE  SCHEDULE 


6/28/76 


1/3/77 


Assessor,   Board  Chairman 
Assessor,    Board  Member 
Board  of  Health,  Chairman 
Board  of  Health,  Member 
Deputy   Building  Inspector  (p.t.) 
Deputy  Chief    (Fire)  (Call) 
Deputy  Elections   Clerk  (p.t.) 
Deputy  Inspector  (Elections) 
Deputy  Warden  (Elections) 
Elections  Clerk 

Fire  Alarm  Maintenance  Man  (p.t.) 
Fire  Alarm  Superintendent 
Fire  Fighter  (Call) 
Fire  Lieutenant  (Call) 
Inspector    (Elections)  (p.t.) 
Library  Page  -   Step  A 


Negotiation 
Negotiation 
Negotiation 
Negotiation 


600.00* 

500.00* 

150.00* 

100.00* 

Fee  Basis 

Negotiation 


3.32 
2  .23 
2.  33 
2.  44 
2.  76 
2.23 
2.33 
2  .  44 


3.64 
3.  32 
3.64 
3.  64 


Pending 
Pending 
Pending 
Pending 


Fee  Basis 
Pending 


3.  42 
2.  30 
2.  40 
2.51 
2.  84 
2.  30 
2.  40 
2.51 


3.  75 
3.  42 
3.  75 
3.  75 


B 


C 


Lifeguard 
Park  Laborer 


Step  A 
B 


C 


152 


x 


CO 

cc 

oo  to 

m  o 

tT  CO 

w-i  CO 

CM 

Tf  CO 

•H  CO 

lO  O 

c— 

CD  CM 

CO 

cs 

CM 

LO  «-i 

CO  o 

OJ  CO 

CO  C- 

00 

co  co 

cn 

CO  r-< 

CO  CM 

co 

CM 

O  r-i 

t-  "* 

r~ 

CO 

CO  CO 

in  co 

— t  o 

co  e- 

in 

CO 

co  o 

»H  CO 

O  CO 

o  cs 

o 

CO 

CM  C- 

CO  ^ 

C- 

m  r- 

CO  CM 

co  co 

r- 

rH 

CO  tj- 

oo  co 

O  m 

t-i  eo 

CM 

in 

00  CO 

V"  t- 

CO 

CO 

rH  C- 

•H  o 

rH  <rjl 

•h  r~ 

w—t 

•H  LO 

r-»  CO 

CM 

cm  co 

CM 

M< 

CM  © 

CM  CD 

rH 

t- 

eo 

CO 

co 

o 

o 

o> 

O 

o 

rH 

CM 

CM 

X 

a  cd 


CD  CM 

lO  o 

CO  CD 

CM 

o  o 

o 

o 

o 

co 

CO  CO 

CO  CO 

CM  •>}• 

LO 

o 

o  o 

Tf<  CO 

C-  t!» 

CM  O 

t-  cn 

CM  ^« 

CM 

CM 

o 

CO  t— 

•<*«  CO 

CM 

SI 

M» 

CO  CO 

CD  CM 

C-  CO 

rH 

o  t- 

r-  io 

CO  CM 

o 

o 

co 

r-i 

CO  rH 

CM 

T?"  C5 

CO 

ID 

lo  m 

CD  LO 

CO  CD 

■rjt  o 

CO  CO 

LO  t- 

CO  rH 

r- 

CO 

C- 

c- 

co  oo 

O0  rH 

o  — < 

•-4 

CM 

CM  *H 

eo  o 

•— 1  rH 

«h  to 

rH  CO 

rH  rH 

rH  LO 

r-l 

CO 

rH 

CM 

•H  CO 

rH  rt 

CM  CO 

CM 

rH 

CM  t» 

CM  00 

r- 

C- 

r- 

CO 

CO 

CO 

oo 

o> 

o 

o 

rH 

rH 

CM 

CM 

m 

>. 
rO 


rH  CM 

OO  CO 

co  co 

m  o 

co 

— 1  CM 

r- * 

CM 

V  CO 

e-  -"T 

* 

CM 

LO  O 

CO  CM 

CM  CJ 

CO  CM 

in  »h 

CO  o 

o  co 

co  t— 

CO 

rH 

CD  CM 

CO  Tj« 

eo 

«— t 

CO  CM 

CO  CM 

O  rH 

c- 

in  o 

rH  00 

co  co 

in  co 

rH  O 

CO  c- 

m 

CO 

CO  CO 

•H  CM 

o 

co 

o  co 

O  CO 

cm  r- 

CO  CO 

tj<  r- 

-<f  CM 

in  p» 

CD  CM 

CD  CO 

r- 

co 

cj  co 

o 

rH 

rH  00 

cm  in 

00  CO 

co 

-"  o 

•H  00 

rH  C- 

rH  o 

rH  ■rj) 

rH  c- 

r-i 

•h  m 

rH  o 

CO 

CM  CJ 

CM 

CM  O 

rH 

t> 

C- 

r- 

CO 

CO 

cs 

o 

cn 

oo 

o 

o 

rH 

CM 

rH 

rH 

rH 

rH 

03 
0) 
4-1 

rH 


r-l. 

w  0) 

•J 

S3 

a 

w 

CJ 

co 


00 

a 

•H 

a. 


>< 

•H 

CQ 

■U 

<: 

rH 

W 

►J 

3 

t-3 

< 

B 

» 

CO 

Q 

>» 

U3 

>■ 

33 

U 

T3 

CO 

w 

a) 

< 

Pi 
M 

S  CO 
W  <U 

CO 


co 


SI 


%  CD 

C  C- 

t.  — 

"5  N| 


i 


C-  t« 

r- 

CM 

m  o 

co  co 

o 

o 

o 

C7) 

CO 

co  co 

co 

CO 

CM 

LO  o 

o 

o 

CO 

r~ 

CM  O 

C- 

m 

CM  o 

C-  CO 

r~ 

"C 

CM 

CM 

o 

eo  r- 

CO 

CM 

CO  tJ* 

CO 

CD 

—  CD 

r- 

CO 

tj«  »-i 

o  c- 

CM 

m 

co 

O 

o 

CO 

CO  •— < 

CM 

CO 

eo  m 

in 

m 

CO 

00  CM 

co 

CO 

T}<  o 

in  co 

c- 

co 

r- 

L-O 

C- 

e- 

co  cn 

CJ 

O 

» — ( 

r-i  CM 

CO 

»-* 

CO 

■H  CO 

1—1 

•h  in 

r-l  CO 

C-" 

r-i 

LO 

CO 

CM 

— 1  CD 

*— 4 

CM 

CM  *H 

CM 

m 

CO 

CD* 

r-* 

t— " 

t-i 

CO 

CS* 

CO* 

crT 

co 

o* 

o* 

•— ! 

o  o 

CM 

CD  CO 

CO 

CD 

m 

o 

CO 

w—i 

CM 

T-t 

CM 

CO 

r- 

CM 

m  o 

C- 

CM  1- 

CM 

oo 

CO  CM 

m 

r-i 

CM 

o 

o 

cc 

CO 

c- 

CO 

•-I 

CO  CM 

o 

rf 

r-i 

CO  CM 

oo 

CO 

o  o 

m 

o 

t-i  CO 

CO 

CO 

CO 

CO 

t— 1 

t- 

in 

CO 

co  o 

CM 

o 

co 

O  CO 

o 

o. 

CO  t- 

CO 

CO 

CM 

lO 

c- 

o 

o: 

co 

C- 

CO  -^f 

co 

cc 

o 

r-i  CO 

CM 

LO 

r-.  r- 

r-i 

o 

r-t  CO 

c- 

o 

r- 

rH 

t— 1 

— <  LO 

r—i 

CO 

CM 

CM  O 

CM 

CO* 

C-* 

C-* 

r-* 

CO* 

ec* 

co* 

o* 

o* 

o* 

o 

O* 

W—I 

t— i 

•H  CM 

co 

si" 

r- 

CM 

in 

O 

co 

CO 

CM 

o  o 

o  o 

c: 

cc 

cc  CO 

CM  tT 

in  o 

CO 

CM 

o 

r- 

in 

CM 

o 

e- 

oo 

CM 

C-  Tj< 

CM  «4< 

CM 

o 

oo  t> 

CO 

CM 

CD  CO 

T-I 

CO 

r- 

eo 

T— 1 

o 

c- 

C~ 

lO 

CO  CM 

O  O 

co 

rH 

O  —> 

CM 

•rjl  CO 

eo  lo 

cm  r- 

co 

CM 

CO 

CO 

o 

m 

co 

m 

C- 

CO  rH 

C—  LO 

C- 

t- 

CO  c 

w—i 

O  »H 

CM 

— '  m 

r-l 

co 

w—i 

w— 1 

in 

cc 

r-l 

—  LO 

rH  CO 

CM 

w—i  CD 

CM  CD 

CM  rn 

CD 

CO 

c~ 

t- 

r- 

CC 

co 

CO 

a 

O 

o 

o 

r-i 

rH 

r-i 

o  o 

o 

O 

rH 

CM 

CJ  CO 

cc 

CO 

m 

c 

CO 

rH  CM 

r—i 

CM 

rH 

CM 

m 

o 

CM 

CM 

CO 

00  CM 

m 

w—i 

CM 

eo 

CO  P~ 

CO 

CD 

CM 

eo 

CO 

CO 

lO  C 

O 

o 

CO 

o 

rH  CO 

cc 

CD 

in 

o 

CO  t~ 

m 

CD 

00 

CM 

o 

CD 

o 

CO 

ro  — i 

CO 

C- 

CO 

00 

CO 

in 

c- 

CO 

CM 

CO  CD 

C- 

cc 

CO 

o 

CO 

— 1  LO 

rH 

r- 

rH 

o 

rH  CO 

r-i 

c- 

rH 

c 

rH  f> 

LO 

o 

CM 

■<r 

CM 

o 

o 

CD 

r- 

r- 

CC 

eo 

00 

co 

o 

o 

o 

m  o 

rH 

CO 

co  -4< 

CM 

LO  O 

co 

CD 

C*l 

o  o 

o  o 

CO 

00  CD 

CM 

lO  CO 

CO 

CM  O 

C- 

m 

CM  O 

C- 

CO 

CM 

e~  -rj< 

CM  TT 

CM 

o 

Tj*  C5 

CM 

— 1  o 

CO 

CO 

rH  CO 

t~ 

00 

f  r-i 

o  r~ 

c~ 

un 

CO  CM 

o  o 

cc 

CM 

CJ 

CM  CM 

CM 

t- 

CO  CM 

co 

CD 

Tj<  O 

m 

m 

t~ 

CO  — < 

f-  lO 

r- 

c~ 

CO  rH 

o 

. — 1 

— >  CO 

rH 

m 

rH  CO 

rH 

rH 

rH  U0 

cc 

rH 

rH  LO 

rH  CC 

w—i 

CM 

CO 

rH  rH 

CO 

CD 

co 

CD 

CO 

r- 

c- 

t- 

CO 

CO 

CO 

C7> 

o 

o 

o 

w—i 

rH 

co  co 

O 

O 

O  O 

rH 

CM 

C5  CO 

CO 

in 

o 

■r^<  CO 

rH  CM 

rH 

CM 

rH 

C-J 

—  CO 

CM 

CM 

CM 

CD 

eo  cm 

m 

CM 

o 

o  co 

CD  C- 

eo 

CD 

CM 

00  1* 

CO 

o 

in 

o 

O  O 

m 

O 

r-l  oo 

cc 

in 

CO 

—"  O 

cc  r- 

CO 

CD 

rH  CM 

o 

CD 

CM  rr 

CM 

rH 

co  r- 

CO 

CO 

e- 

in 

c- 

CD  CM 

CO  CD 

r~ 

o  co 

o 

—  CM 

rH 

m 

rH  r- 

rH 

O 

rH  CO 

c- 

o 

rH.-rf 

rH  r~ 

rH 

in 

rH  CJ 

CM 

-C 

CO 

CO 

CD 

r~ 

C- 

c- 

co 

CC 

co 

oo 

co 

o 

OO  CO 
CD  00 

co  r- 

—  CO 

-  o 


o 

w—i 

CM 

CO 

CO 

■rf 

CO 

CM 

o 

o 

CO 

CO 

o 

CM 

CM 

c— 

co 

CO 

CO 

rH 

m 

rH 

CO 

co 

co 

CO 

< 

> 

< 

5 

< 

V. 


CO 
I 

CO 


CO 


c- 

CO 

m 

o 

co 

CO 

CM 

o 

o 

r- 

m 

CO 

o 

c- 

co 

CM 

i- 

r- 

rf 

r- 

r- 

m 

CJ 

co 

CO 

o 

LO 

co 

m 

r- 

co 

rH 

w—f 

rH 

in 

CO 

rH 

in 

c- 

c- 

cc 

D* 

<" 

> 

< 

LO 

CO 

1 

00 
1 

cr. 
■ 

CO 

1 

CO 

V. 

CO 

CO 

o  o 

CM 


C  ~ 

t~  L0 


~  CO 

co  p 


cc  c~ 

"  CD 


CO  CD 


C:  — 
O* 


CO 


CN 

m 

CO 

CD 

W  4J 
►J  CO 

!=>  H 
Q 

W  ^ 
PC  <H 
U 

CO  CJ 
CD 


Pi 
< 

< 

CO 


Q 
SB 
< 

O 
M 
S3 

PC 

o 
w 

H 


00 


^  S 


w 

-J 

> 

,0 

P3 

M 

Q 

H 

T3 

w 

CD 

PC 

PS 

■W 

c_> 

H 

PJ 

CO 

CO 

o. 

M 

a 

52 

o 

M 

o 

a 

o 

CO 

<D 

03 

a 

(C 


cd 

CM 

Tj<  CO 

CM  rr 

co  co 

o  o 

co 

CO 

co  co 

m 

o 

CJ  CO 

CO  CM 

CM 

rr 

O  O 

CO  CM 

o 

C"-  rT 

Tt*  CO 

c—  in 

co  co 

•"4" 

OO 

rl  CO 

in 

CO 

m  co 

o  o 

CO 

o 

O  5J 

CM 

c- 

CO  rr 

m  »h 

CO  CO 

CO  C— 

o 

Tj< 

c—  co 

in 

co 

in  o 

co  in 

CM 

o 

in  co 

CM  Ift 

CO 

CC 

■"J*  C~ 

m  co 

CO  C- 

co  m 

o 

CM 

rH  CJ 

CO 

rr 

m  cd 

r~  o 

o 

CM 

CM  CO 

co 

CM  ^ 

CM 

o 

CM  CO 

CM  CM 

CM  O 

CM  C— 

CO 

co 

CO  rT 

CO 

rr 

CO  rr 

co  c- 

cn 

rr  t-. 

«h 

rH 

CM 

CM 

CO 

CO 

rT 

m 

CO 

c- 

co 

cj 

o 

CM 

CM 

CM 

uO  O 

o 

o 

rr  CO 

CO  CO 

in  o 

co  co 

co 

CO 

rT  CO 

co 

co 

CO  CO 

CM  Tf 

O 

o 

o  o 

o 

CJ  rr 

CO 

to 

CO  CM 

CD  CO 

OO  T}< 

in  m 

C~ 

co 

cn  co 

r- 

in 

CM  CJ 

co  co 

CO 

CM 

CO  co 

r- 

ro  m 

in 

m 

co  in 

r~ 

O  OO 

m  t» 

r-l 

cn 

C-  CM 

m 

o 

in  «-i 

C~  rH 

o 

rH 

CO 

CO 

rH  CM 

CM 

»— i 

co  o 

rr  oo 

CO  CO 

C-  CM 

OO 

CO 

o  «-< 

CM  rr 

rr  m 

CO  CO 

cj 

•— ( 

co 

CM 

CM  1-1 

CM  C- 

CM  CO 

CM  CO 

cm  m 

CM  CO 

CM 

?— « 

co  o 

CO 

oj 

CO  CJ 

CO  IH 

CO 

CO 

rr 

to 

i-T 

cm" 

cm" 

CO 

in 

CO 

co" 

t-* 

o* 

o" 

r-l 

CM 

CM 

in 

CO 

o 

CM 

r- 

co 

rr 
CM 

CO  CM 
O  r-l 

rr  co 

C-  TT 

CM  rr 
rr  CO 

co  co 
c-  m 

o 

CO 

O 

co 

co  co 
rr  o 

CO  CO 
r-l  CO 

m 
m 

o 

CO 

OO  CO 

in  o 

CO 

CM 

a 

CM  1? 

co  to 

r- 

co 

o 

CM 

CO 

o 

CM 

CM 

CI 

in 
rr 

CM  t- 
CO  CO 
CM  O 

CO  ^ 
Tjf  l>- 

CM  CO 

in  r-l 

in  co 

CM  CM 

co  co 
co  r- 

CM  o 

CO 

co 

CM 

t- 
m 
r- 

o  rT 

O  CM 
CO  CO 

t-  CO 

r-l  CO 

co 

in 

CO 
CO 

ec 
<< 

m  o 
in  C: 
co 

cc 
c~ 

m 
o 
c- 

C-J  o 
O  CM 

■c  o 

o 

rH 

CM 

CM 

CO 

CO 

rr 

in 

CO 

r- 

06 

oo 

O 

CM 

CD 

r- 

CC 
CM 

CM 
CM 

m 

c 

o  o 

CO  CO 

Tf  CO 
CD  CM 

co  co 

00  GO 

m  o 

oo 

CO 

in 

CO 

m 

CO 
C~ 

CO 
OO 

CO 

co  co 

co 
c~ 

to 
in 

CO 
CM 

CD 
CO 

CM 

CO 

co 

o  o 

CO  CM 

o 

CM 

CO 

oo 

CM 

m 

CM 

in  if) 

CM  H 
CM  C- 

co  m 
co  o 

CM  CO 

r-  tji 

oo 

CM  CO 

O  Oi 
CO  CO 

cm  m 

m 
r- 

CM 

t- 

CM 

r-H 

CO 
CM 

CO 

cc 

1—1 

t-  CM 

O  r-l 

co  o 

m 

CM 
CO 

o 

CO 

in 

CO 

in 

o 

r~ 
ro 

CO 

r-l 

C  r-l 

C;  <-l 
CO  CO 

CO 

c 

r-H 

r-l 

CM 

CM 

CO 

in 

CO 

co 

C- 

CO 

o 

CM 

5  c- 


r-l 

CM 

CO 

o 

r-  tji 

CO  CM 

Tji  CO 

CM 

co 

CO 

o  o 

CO 

CO 

CO  CD 

m  o 

CO 

CO 

CM 

CO  CM 

O  r-l 

c-  -cj< 

CO 

t> 

un 

CO  CO 

CO 

r-l  CO 

m  co 

m 

CO 

C5 

C 

O  CD 

cm  r~ 

CO  I* 

m 

f—l 

CO 

CO 

CO  C— 

o 

r—  co 

in  cd 

m 

o 

cc 

LO 

O 

cm  in 

CO  CO 

m 

CO 

CO 

C- 

co  in 

o 

05 

r-l  CO 

CO  -r? 

m 

CI 

c- 

o 

<M 

CM 

CM  ^ 

CM  O 

CM  CO 

CM 

CM 

CM 

co 

CM  t- 

CO 

CO 

CO  <* 

co  *r 

co 

co 

r- 

C 

o 

r-H 

CM 

CM 

CO 

CO 

in 

CO 

co 

co 

cm  -r 

in  o 

o  o 

CO 

CO 

CO 

m  o 

co  co 

CO 

CO 

Tj<  CD 

co  co 

co 

CO 

CM 

p 

Ol 

CO  r}i 

CO  CO 

CO  CM 

CO 

OO 

CO 

m  m 

r- 

oo 

oo  co 

r~-  m 

CM 

co 

o  co 

CM 

^  co 

co  m 

m  in 

co  m 

r- 

O  CO 

m  c- 

rH 

CO 

C—  CM 

m  o 

LO 

r-l 

C-  — i 

o  — 

•-I  CM 

CM  r-l 

co  o 

CO 

co  co 

r~  cm 

CO 

CO 

O  <-l 

cm  rr* 

in 

CO  CO 

r-: 

M  ^D 

CM  iH 

CM  C~ 

CM  CO 

CM 

CD 

cm  in 

CM  CO 

CM 

I  1 

co  o 

CO  CO 

CO 

CO  r—* 

o 

O 

CO 

H 

«— 1 

CM 

CM 

CO 

m 

CO 

CO 

c- 

r- 

^a 

in 

O 

C-  t}< 

CO  CM 

CO 

CM  rj< 

CO  CO 

o  o 

CO  CO 

CO  CO 

LO  O 

O  CO 

i — • 

co 

CM 

CO  CM 

O  rH 

CO 

r-  in 

co  co 

CO 

rH  CO 

L">  CO 

LO  CO 

o 

o 

CO 

O  CO 

CM  C- 

CO  M^ 

in  rH 

CD  CO 

co  c— 

O  rj< 

C-  CO 

lO  CO 

LO  C 

CO 

o 

rH 

rH 

CO 

cm  in 

CO  CO 

m  co 

CO  C— 

co  m 

O  CM 

rH  CO 

CO  ^ 

in  co 

CM 

CM 

oo 

CM  Tjf 

CM  O 

CM  CO 

CM  CM 

CM  CO 

cm  r- 

CO  CO 

CO 

CO  rt* 

CO  T 

CO 

o 

o 

rH 

CM 

CM 

CO 

CO 

LO 

CO 

c— 

co 

CC 

CO 

CD 

CM 

m  o 

o  o 

CO 

co 

CO 

LO  O 

CO  CO 

CO 

CO 

CO 

co 

CO 

CO 

CD 

CO 

cm  *r 

CJ 

CO  CD 

CO  CM 

CO 

o 

CO  Tjl 

lo  in 

c— 

CO 

CO 

CO 

c~ 

m 

CM 

CJ 

CM 

Tjl  CO 

co  m 

in  lo 

CO  LO 

t- 

O  CO 

LO  c~ 

rH 

CO 

r- 

CM 

LO 

o 

m 

•—i 

cc 

c> 

rH 

O  rH 

rH  CM 

CM  rH 

co  o 

co 

CO  CO 

r-  cm 

co 

co 

o 

i — < 

CM 

UO 

CM  CO 

CM  rH 

CM  £- 

CM  CO 

CM 

CO 

cm  m 

CM  CO 

CM 

rH 

CO 

o 

CO 

CO 

CO 

CO 

o 

o 

rH 

rH 

CM 

CM 

CO 

LO 

co 

CO 

co 

r- 

■3" 

rH  CM 

m  o 

CD  CM 

rr  co 

CM 

r« 

CO  CO 

o  o 

=3  CO 

CO 

CO 

LO 

o 

CO 

CM 

00 

CO  rH 

CO  CM 

00  CM 

O  rH 

r»  rr 

rT 

co 

t~  lO 

CO  CD 

%T  o 

c- 

cc 

OO 

CM 

O  CO 

O  CD 

O  CJ 

CM  t~ 

CO  r« 

in 

t— 1 

CO  CO 

co  t- 

O  rr 

r- 

co 

LO 

CO 

CO 

CO 

O  rH 

rH  CO 

CM  LO 

CO  CO 

rr  c- 

m 

co 

co  c~ 

CD  LO 

O  CM 

rH 

co 

m 

00 

CM 

CM  CO 

cm  -^r 

CM  O 

CM  CD 

CM 

CM 

CM  CO 

cm  r- 

CO  CO 

TO 

rT 

-r 

00 

o 

o 

CM 

CM 

CO 

CO 

rT 

in 

CO 

r- 

OO  00 
CI  o 


co  co 
ro  r- 


CO  — 

t-  r- 

—  CM 


CD  — 
CO  00 


co  co 

CM  rT 

LO 

o 

o 

o 

rT 

CO 

CO  CD 

LO 

o 

CO  CO 

rr 

CO 

cc 

rT  oo 

CM  rT 

CO 

rT 

CO 

co 

CO 

CM 

CJ  CJ 

CO 

rT 

m  lo 

C3 

CO 

r- 

in 

rT  CM 

rT  CJ 

CO 

LO 

m 

LO 

CO 

LO 

O  rT 

o 

CO 

lo  r~ 

t— 

CM 

LO 

o 

CO  rH 

O  «H 

CM 

CM 

rH 

CO 

o 

rr  c: 

CD 

CO 

t—  CM 

OS 

rH  rH 

CM  CO 

CM 

rH 

CM 

r- 

CM 

c>i  cc 

CM 

LO 

CM  CO 

o 

o 

rH 

rH 

CM 

CM 

CO 

rT 

< 

> 

< 

<: 

< 

> 

r» 

<^ 

> 

< 

o 

CM 

CO 

rT 

in 

CO 
1 

r- 
i 

CO 
1 

1 

rH 
1 

»— I 
1 

rH 

1 

1 

%2 

1 

w 

1 

w 

w 

W 

K 

a 

154 


Playground  Director 

C  *-  ^  ^  A 

-   b  t  ep  A 

2.76 

2.84 

B 

2.91 

3  .00 

C 

3.  06 

3 .  15 

D 

3.22 

3 .  32 

E 

3.41 

3.51 

Playground  Trainee 

1.74 

1.  79 

Plumbing  Inspector 

Fee  Basis 

Fee  Bas 

Police  Matron 

4.06 

4.  18 

Pool  Manager  -  Step 

A 

4 .  65 

4.79 

B 

4 .  85 

5 .  00 

C 

5.11 

5.26 

Recreation  Leader  - 

Step  A 

2.17 

2.24 

B 

2 .  32 

2  .  39 

C 

2 .  45 

2.52 

D 

2.61 

2  .  69 

E 

2.78 

2 .  86 

Recreation  Monitor 

2.51 

2.59 

Recreation  Specialist  -  Step 

A 

2.76 

2 .  84 

B 

2.91 

3  .00 

C 

3.06 

3 .  15 

D 

3.22 

3.32 

E 

3.41 

3.51 

Recreation  Supervisor  -  Step 

A 

3.56 

3.67 

B 

3.71 

3 .  82 

C 

3 .  88 

4.00 

D 

4.04 

4 . 16 

E 

4.21 

4.34 

Registrar  of  Voters 

3.63 

3.  74 

School  Crossing  Guard  -  Step 

A 

2 .  66 

2.74 

B 

2 .  96 

3 .  05 

C 

3 .  23 

3.33 

Teller 

3.  32 

3.  42 

Warden  (Elections) 

3.66 

3.77 

*Annual  Rates 

Article  5.      PERSONNEL  BYLAW 

VOTED:    To  amend   the  Personnel   Bylaw  by  making   the  following   changes  in 
Schedule  A. 

1.  Change  Assistant  Assessor  to  E-10; 

2.  Change  Maintenance  Man    (Highway)   W-3   to  Motor  Equipment  Maintenance 
Man  W-4; 

3.  Add   the   following   footnote   to  Motor  Equipment  Repairman: 

"Additional  $.15  per  hour  when  assigned  to  and  performing 
duties  of   supervising  mechanic." 

4.  Change  Building  Inspector  to  Local  Inspector; 

5.  Change  Public  Health  Nurse  to  Staff  Nurse. 
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Article   6.      PERSONNEL  BYLAW 

ITOTED:    To  amend   the  Personnel  Bylaw  by   adding   thereto   the  following: 
The  approval  of   the  Personnel   Board   is   also  required 
if   advancement   of  more   than  one   step   rate   is  recommended 
by   the  appropriate  authority. 


ADJOURNMENT:      VOTED  UNANIMOUSLY:      That   at   the   completion  of   the  action   on  the 

article   or  budget   line   item  pending  before   the  meeting   at   11:00  P.M.,  this 

jvening   the  meeting  be  adjourned   to   7:30  P.M.    on  Tuesday,   April  13,    at  this 
same  place. 


Article   7.  BUDGET 
Discussed   Budget   Items    1   thru  41. 

Adjourned  at   11:05  P.M. 
Cuesday,   April  13,  1976. 

loderator   called   the  meeting   to  order  at   7:35  P.M. 

Article    7.  BUDGET 

ro  see  what   sums   of  money   the  Town  will   raise  and  appropriate,    or  appropriate 
from  available  funds,    to  defray   the  necessary  expenses   of   the  several  depart- 
nents,    officers,    and  boards   of   the  Town,    exclusive   of   the  necessary  expenses 
relating   to  schools. 


/OTED   UNANIMOUSLY:      Tha   the   following   budget    schedule   for   the   period   July  1, 
L976   to  June   30,    1977  be   raised  and   apppropriated   in   its   entirety   except  that 
?5,538.75  be  appropriated   from  Library  Receipts   reserved   for   appropriation  for 
Library  use,    $2,473.27  be  appropriated   from  receipts   from  the  County  Dog  Fund 
reserved   for   appropriation  for   library  use,   and   $150,000.00  be  appropriated 
from  Federal  Revenue   Sharing   for   Police  Department  use. 


JENERAL  GOVERNMENT 


Moderator: 

1.  Salary 

2.  Expenses 


200. 00 
20.00 


Finance  Committee: 

12. 

3. 

Expenses 

150. 

00 

13. 

Selectmen: 

14. 

4. 

Salaries 

36 , 810. 

00 

Town 

5  . 

Exp  enses 

22,995. 

00 

15  . 

6. 

Capital  Outlay 

3,000. 

00 

16. 

7. 

Legal  Services 

26 , 000. 

00 

Town 
17  . 
18. 

8. 
9. 
10. 

Legal  Services-Expenses 
Appraisals   &  Surveys 
Out-of-State  Travel 

1,000. 
1 ,000. 

00 
00 

Town  Office  Clerical  Staff 
11.  Salaries 

Engineering  Department: 
Salaries 


Salary 


Treasurer : 


$  148,612.00 

70,062.00 
5  , 100 .00 
0 

17,195.00 
16  ,  500 . 00 

16  ,  261. 00 
11,500.00 


(All  Depts.) 


1,500.00 
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Town  Assessors: 

PROTECTION   OF   PERSONS  AND 

PROPERTY 

19.  Salaries  $ 

20.  Expenses 

20, 881. 
7 ,225. 

00 
00 

Police  Department: 
42.    Regular  Salaries 

$ 

319,237. 

00 

Town  Clerk: 

43.    Other  Salaries 

125  ,027  . 

00 

21.  Salary 

6 ,893. 

00 

44.  Expenses 

24,015. 

00 

22.  Expenses 

900  . 

00 

45.    Capital  Outlay 

2,645. 

00 

Elections   &  Registrations: 

Fire  Department: 

23.  Salaries 

9,975. 

00 

46.   Regular  Salaries 

436 ,589. 

00 

24.  Expenses 

8,105. 

00 

47.    Other  Salaries 

138,732. 

00 

Planning  Board: 
25.  Salaries 

11,849. 

00 

48.  Expenses 

49.  Capital  Outlay 

34, 110. 
800. 

00 
00 

26.  Expenses 

11,300. 

00 

Sealer   of   Weights   &  Measures: 

Personnel  Board: 

i  fin 

n  n 

50.  Salary 

51.  Expenses 

697  . 
65. 

00 
00 

Board   of  Appeals: 
28.  Expenses 

200. 

00 

1  11  b  C  L  L       r  t-  o  L.       \j  Ull  L  1  U  1  . 

5  2 .  Wages 
53.  Expenses 

4  ,  703. 
6  ,  585  . 

00 
u  u 

Conservation  Commission: 
29.  Salaries 

_>  \J  •       L  A  p  c  11  b  c  b 

4,734. 
7  n  n 

00 
ft  ft 

T  r\  t.t  n             t*  o  c  f~     ■    r\  m  tti  *i  t~  t"  o  o  • 
1  U  W  U      r  D  L  KZ  o  L      U  UlllUll  L  L  C  C  • 

54 .  Expenses 

100. 

00 

Archives  Committee: 
31.  Expenses 

145  . 

00 

lice     l/cpdl  LliicUL  • 

55 .  Wages 

56 .  Expenses 

6,940. 
9  ,000. 

00 
ft  ft 

Public  Ceremonies   &  Celebra- 
tions 
32.  Expenses 

Inspector   of  Wires: 

2,500. 

00 

5  7.    Exp  enses 

4,000. 

00 

duiiq  mgs    oc    uiuunQS    n.  a  x  n  l  e  n 
a  n  c  e 
33.  Salaries 

Inspector   of  Gas  Piping 
App liances : 

& 

21,111. 

00 

58.    Exp enses 

3,000. 

00 

34.  Utilities 

48,000. 

00 

Building  Inspector: 

35 .    Exp  enses 

22 , 800. 

00 

59.  Salaries 

33,778. 

00 

36.   Capital  Outlay 

0 

60.  Expenses 

2  ,  700. 

00 

Town  Report  Committee: 

Dog  Officer: 

37.  Expenses 

7 ,000. 

00 

61.  Wages 

1,267. 

00 

Youth  Commission: 

62.  Expenses 

500  . 

00 

38.  CODE 

8,000 . 

00 

Building  Committee: 

39 .  Expenses 

8 ,500. 

00 

63.  Expenses 

75  . 

00 

Historical  Commission: 

Civil  Defense: 

40 .  Expenses 

200. 

00 

64.    Exp enses 

2  ,500. 

00 

Council   on  Aging: 

Town  Utilities: 

41.  Expenses 

6,015. 

00 

65.    Hydrant  Rental 

38  ,690. 

00 

TOTAL   GENERAL   GOVERNMENT  $ 

585 ,038. 

00 

66.    Street  Lighting 

53,000. 

00 

TOTAL   PROTECTION  OF 

PERSONS   &   PROPERTY  $ 

1,248  ,845. 

00 
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HIGHWAYS 


PENSIONS 


Highway  Department 


6  7 . 

Salaries    &  Waees 

$ 

200 , 825 . 

00 

68 . 

Overtime   for  Snow 

25 ,000 . 

00 

69  . 

General  Expenses 

6  4,750. 

00 

1  70 . 

Drainage 

25 ,000 . 

00 

7  1 . 

Snow   &    Ice  Removal 

50 , 000 . 

00 

72  . 

Machinery  Expenses 

37,275. 

00 

73. 

Gasoline   &  Diesel 

Fuel 

40, 000. 

00 

74. 

Secondary  Roads 

Maintenance 

66,435. 

00 

75. 

Primary  Roads  Maintenance 

30 , 880 . 

00 

76. 

Capital  Outlay 

5,905. 

00 

TOTAL 

HIGHWAYS 

$ 

546,070. 

00 

HEALTH  AND  SANITATION 

Board 

of  Health: 

77. 

Salaries 

54,178. 

00 

78. 

Exp  enses 

38,075  . 

00 

79. 

Garbage  Collection 

30,900. 

00 

Inspector  of  Animals: 

80. 

Wages 

180. 

00 

81. 

Expenses 

30. 

00 

Plumbing  Inspector: 

82 .  Expenses   

TOTAL   HEALTH   &    SANITATION  $ 

CEMETERIES 


Cemeteries : 

83.  Salaries  &  Wages 

84.  Expenses 

1  85.    Capital  Outlay 
TOTAL  CEMETERIES 


RECREATION 

Recreation  Department 
j  86.    Salaries   &  Wages 

87.  Expenses 
1  88.    Capital  Outlay 
TOTAL  RECREATION 

VETERANS'  AID 
(Veterans'  Services: 
f   89.  Salary 

90 .  Expenses 
91.  Aid 

TOTAL   VETERANS'  AID 


2,000.00 


125 ,363.00 


58,240.00 
15,225.00 
1,500.00 


74,965.00 


67,651.00 
30,000. 00 
2,400.00 


$  100,051.00 


5 ,593. 00 
275.00 
30,000.00 


Pension  Fund: 

92.  Pensions 
TOTAL  PENSIONS 

INSURANCE 

Insurance : 

93.  Group  Health 

94.  Other  Insurance 

95.  Insurance  Advisor 
TOTAL  INSURANCE 

MATURING  DEBT  AND  INTEREST  - 
TOWN  GOVERNMENT 

Highway  Department  Building: 

96.  Maturing  Debt 

97.  Interest 

Highway  Department  Equipment 

98.  Maturing  Debt 

99.  Interest 

Conservation  Commission: 

100.  Maturing  Debt 

101.  Interest 

Sanitary  Landfill: 

102.  Maturing  Debt 

103.  Interest 

Railaroad  Land: 

104.  Maturing  Debt 

105.  Interest 


$ 

170 

.605.00 

$ 

170 

,605.00 

168 

,840.00 

54 

,000.00 

1 

,500.00 

224,340.00 


30, 
4, 

65, 
6, 

58, 
11, 

33, 
6, 

25, 
1, 


000.00 
275  .00 

000.00 
930.00 

880.00 
552.00 

120.00 
498.00 

000.00 
000.00 


Anticipation  of  Revenue  Notes: 

106.    Interest   10,000.00 

TOTAL  MATURING  DEBT  &  INTEREST 
-   TOWN  GOVERNMENT  $  252,255.00 

LIBRARIES 


Memorial  Library: 

107.  Salaries 

108.  Expenses 

109.  Books 

110.  Capital  Outlay 

West  Acton  Library 

111.  Salaries 

112.  Expenses 


36,228.00      TOTAL  LIBRARIES 


113,578.00 
23,700.00 
30,000.00 
580.00 

7,537.00 
2  .145 .00 

5,978.00 
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MATURING   DEBT   AND  INTEREST 
LIBRARIES 

Library  Addition: 

113.  Maturing  Debt  $ 

114.  Interest   

TOTAL  MATURING  DEBT  & 

INTEREST   -  LIBRARIES 


$ 


TOTAL 


$  3,541,300.00 

Article   8.      SCHOOL  BUDGET 


To   see  what   sums   of  money   the  Town  will  raise  and   appropriate,    or  appropriate 
from  available   funds,    to  defray   the  necessary  expenses   of   the   local  and 
regional  schools. 

VOTED:  That  the  following  budget  schedule  for  local  and  regional  schools,  for 
the   period  July   1,    1976   to  June   30,    1977,   be   raised   and  appropriated: 


LOCAL  SCHOOLS 

Local   Schools : 

115.  Operating  Expenses      $  3,487,113.00 

116.  Blanchard  Auditorium  37  ,  793 . 09 

TOTAL  LOCAL   SCHOOLS  $  3,524,906.00 

MATURING   DEBT   &  INTEREST 
LOCAL  SCHOOLS 


McCar thy-Towne  School: 

117.  Note  Interest 

118.  Interest 

Merriam  School: 

119.  Maturing  Debt 

120.  Interest 

Douglas  School: 

121.  Maturing  Debt 

122.  Interest 

Gates   School : 

123.  Maturing  Debt 

124.  Interest 

Conant  School: 

125.  Maturing  Debt 

126 .  Interest 


5 ,500.00 
18  ,  750.  00 

40 ,000. 00 
2,160.00 

35,000.00 
11,640.00 

60 ,000. 00 
26,035.00 

80  ,000 .00 
66  ,  120. 00 


Teachers'    Summer  Pay: 

127.  Maturing  Debt  105,000.00 

128.  Interest   6  ,  300  .  00 

TOTAL  MATURING  DEBT  & 

INTEREST   -   LOCAL   SCHOOLS  $  456,505.00 


REGIONAL  SCHOOLS 

Regional  Schools: 

129.  Operating  Expenses  $3,158,362.00 

130.  Maturing  Debt  & 

Interest  263,222.00 

131.  Teachers  Summer  Pay  115,770.00 
TOTAL  REGIONAL   SCHOOLS  $3,537,354.00 

VOCATIONAL  SCHOOLS 

Minuteman  Vocational  School: 

132.  Operating  Expense     $  265,770.00 

133.  Maturing  Debt  & 

Interest  70,187.00 


Other  Vocational  Schools: 
134.    Tuition  &  Trans- 
portation 10  ,  793. 00 
TOTAL  VOCATIONAL   SCHOOLS    $  346,750.00 


TOTAL  SCHOOLS 


$7,865,515.00 


Total  Budget  -  Article  7  $3,541,300.00 
Total  Budget  -  Article  8  7  .  865  ,  515 . 00 
Total   Budgets-  Arts.7&8  $11,406,815.00 

Appropriated   from  Library 

Receipts  5,538.75 
Appropriated  from  County 

Dog  Fund  2,473.27 
Federal  Revenue  Sharing  150,000.00 
Amount   to  be   raised  and 

appropriated  $  11,248,802.98 
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SPECIAL  ARTICLES 


I  1 

II  • 

Road  Construction 

/■  f\     K  Q  ft 

UU 

12  . 

Sidewaks 

4 , U  UU  . 

u  u 

1 J . 

Vehicles 

UU 

14 . 

Fire  Alarm  Vehicle 

21,000. 

00 

16 . 

Septage  Disposal  Area 

26,500. 

00 

17. 

Waste  Water  Study 

70,000. 

00 

21. 

Community  Education 

7, 381. 

00 

38. 

Reserve  Fund 

75,000. 

00 

$ 

268  ,329  . 

00 

TRANSFERS 


From:  To ; 

Article   7.     Library  Receipts                 Library  Use.  $  5,538.75 

County  Dog  Fund                    Library  Use  2,473.27 

Federal  Revenue  Sharing  Police  Dept.  150,000.00 
10.     Article  51  of  1971 

Annual  Town  Meeting         Road  Construction  6,500.00 

37.     Free  Cash                               Budget  50,000.00 

$  214,512.02 


SUMMARY 


Budget  (R  &  A)  $11,248,802.98 
Special  Articles  (R  &  A)  268,329.00 
Special  Articles   (Transfers)  214 ,512 . 02 

$11,731,644.00 


Article  9.   KINSLEY  BEQUEST 

VOTED  UNANIMOUSLY:  To  accept  with  appreciation  the  bequest  of  James  E.  Kinsley 
which  reads   (in  part)   as  follows: 

"I  give  the  Town  of  Acton,    the  sum  of  One  Thousand   ($1000.00)  Dollars, 
from  which  either  principal  or  interest  or  both  shall  be  used  for  the 
care,   upkeep  and  maintenance  of   the   land  situated  in  Acton  Center  which 
I  gave  to  the  Town  and  which  was  accepted  by  said  Town  in  March  of  1940. 
I  direct   that  the  acceptance  of   this  fund  by  the  Town  of  Acton  shall 
empower  the  Treasurer  to  invest  said  monies  in  any  investment  which 
shall  be  legal  for  the  investing  of  perpetual  care  funds." 


Article   10.     ROAD  CONSTRUCTION 

VOTED:     To   transfer  the  sum  of   $6,500.00,   appropriated  under  Article  51  of  the 
1971  Annual  Town  Meeting,   and  appropriate  said  sum  for   the  construction  and 
improvement  of  Town  Roads. 
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ADJOURNMENT:   VOTED  UNANIMOUSLY:      That  we   adjourn   this  meeting  at   11:00  Pm.  or 
following  completion  of  action  on  whatever  article  is  under  consideration  at 
that  time  --  and  reconvene  tomorrow  night,  April  14,   immediately  following 
the  special  Town  Meeting. 

Article   11.      ROAD  CONSTRUCTION 

VOTED:     To  raise  and  appropriate  the  sum  of   $40,598.00  for   the  construction 
and/or  improvement  of  Town  roads  as  designated  by  the  Board  of  Selectmen,  said 
funds   to  be  reimbursed  to  the  Town  by  the  Commonwealth  as   the  Town's  1977 
fiscal  year  allotment  under  Chapter   765  of   the  Acts  of  1972. 

Article   12.  SIDEWALKS 

VOTED:   To  raise  and  appropriate   the  sum  of   $4,000.00   to  be  expended  by  the 
Town  Manager,   for  the  construction  of  sidewalks. 

Article   13.  VEHICLES 

VOTED:      To  raise  and  appropriate  the  sum  of   $23,850.00  to  be  expended  by  the 
Town  Manager  for  the  purchase  and  equipping  of   three  cruisers   for  the  police 
department  and  three  compact  cars  for  town  departments  and  authorize  the 
Town  Manager  to  trade  in  six  of   the  present  Town  vechicles. 

Article   14.      FIRE  ALARM  VEHICLE 

VOTED:     To  raise  and  appropriate   the  sum  of   $21,000.00  to  be  expended  by  the 
Town  Manager   for   the  purchase  of   a  fire  alarm  maintenance  vehicle. 

Article   15.      SIDEWALK  PLOW 

MOTION:     To  raise  and  appropriate  the  sum  of   $13,000.00   to  be  expended  by  the 
Town  Manager  for   the  purchase  and  equipping  of   a  sidewalk  plow  for  the 
Highway  Department. 

Motion  Lost. 

Article   16.      SEPTAGE  DISPOSAL  AREA 

VOTED:      To  raise  and  appropriate   $26,500.00  to  be  expended  by  the  Town  Manager 
for  expenses   and  capital  outlay  costs  for  the  reconditioning,  construction, 
and   improvement   and   equipping   of   the  Town's   septage  disposal  area. 

Article   17.      WASTE  WATER  MANAGEMENT  STUDY 

VOTED:      To  raise  and  appropriate  $70,000.00  for  a  study  to  assess  the  need  and 
det   ermine   the  best   alternatives   for  waste  water  management  within  the  Town 
and   to  authorize   the   Town  Manager   to   apply  for   a  grant   for   such  purposes  from 
the  United   States  Government   under   the  provisions   of  Public  Law  92-500,  Federal 
Water  Pollution  Control  Act  Amendments   of  1972. 

Total  Vote:        279.  Yes  -   154  No  -  125 

Article   18.      FIRE   &  POLICE   BURIAL  EXPENSES 

VOTED:      To  accept   Chapter   41,    Section   100G   of    the  Massachusetts  General  Laws. 
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Article   19.      ZONING   -   NO  ACTION 

To  see  If  the  Town  will  amend  the  Zoning  Bylaw,  Section  VB,  Intensity  Regulation 
Schedule  District  and  Uses,   by  adding   the   following   sub-paragraph  7: 

Access  Width:      the  diameter  of  the   largest  circle  whose 
center  can  be  located  along  a  continuous  line  from  the 
lot  frontage  to  the  principal  structure  on  the  lot 
without   the  circumference  intersecting  side   lot  lines. 

and  by  adding  the  following  entries  in  the  Intensity  Regulation  Schdule  under 
the  heading  Minimum  Access  Width: 

V-B       INTENSITY  REGULATION   SCHEDULE  DISTRICT  AND  USES 

Minimum  Access  Width 


R-l       All  Residential  and  Agricultural  Uses  75 

All  other  uses  75 

R-2       All  Residential  and  Agricultural  Uses  75 

All  other  uses  75 

R-3       All  Residential  and  Agricultural  Uses  75 

All  other  uses  75 

B  All  uses  allowed  in  R-2  subject  to 

regulations  in  R-2  50 
Two  to  four  family  residence  and 

conversions  50 

Multiple  Dwelling  Units  50 

All  Business  Uses  50 

VCB  None 

1-1       All  Permitted  Uses  50 

1-2       All  Permitted  Uses  50 

or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 
VOTED:     To  take  no  action. 


Article   20.      ZONING  AMENDMENT-SCREENING 

To  see  if   the  Town  will  amend  Section  VA5e  of   the  Zoning  Bylaw  by  deleting 
the  phrase: 

a  fence  to  provide  suitable  screening  between  properties  shall 
be  erected  in  such  area  in  addition  to  appropriate  landscaping." 

and  substitute  therefor,   the  following  phrase: 

"suitable  screening,   such  as  a  fence,   shall  be  provided,   if  not  already 
present,   between  properties,   in  addition  to  appropriate  landscaping.", 

or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 
VOTED:   To  take  no  action. 
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Article   21.      COMMUNITY  EDUCATION 

VOTED:     To  raise  and  appropriate  $7,381.00  to  support  the  community  education 
program. 

Adjourned  at  11:14  P.M. 

Wednesday,   April  14,   1976.       Moderator  called  meeting  to  order  at  8:04  P.M. 

Article   22.      ATHLETIC  FACILITIES 

To  see  if   the  Town  will  raise  and  appropriate,   or  appropriate  from  available 
funds,    the  sum  of   $47,500.00  to  finance  capital  improvements  in  athletic 
facilities  at  the  Regional  Junior  and  Senior  High  Schools,   or  take  any  other 
action  relative  thereto. 

VOTED:     To  take  no  action. 

Article   23.      CONSERVATION  -  NO  ACTION 

To  see  if   the  Town  will  authorize   the  Conservation  Commission  to  purchase  or 
otherwise  acquire,   and  wi 11  *  author ize  the  Selectmen  to  take  by  eminent  domain, 
upon  the  written  request  of  the  Conservation  Commission,   for  conservation 
purposes,   including  outdoor  recreation,   as  provided  in  Section  8C  of  Chapter  40 
of   the  General  Laws,    the  fee,   or  any  other  interest  in  all  or  any  part  of  a 
parcel  of   land   located  near  Spring  Hill  Road  on  the  Carlisle   line  abutting 
existing  Conservation  Land,   now  or  formerly  owned  by  Pauline  S.   Clayton  Greene, 
containing  40  acres  more  or  less,   shown  as  part  of  Parcel  3,   Plate  D-6,  in 
the  Town  Atlas;   and  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  therefor  and  determine  whether 
the  money  shall  be  provided  by  borrowing  or  otherwise;   and  authorize  the 
Conservation  Commission  to  contract  for  reimbursement  from  the  Commonwealth 
under  G.L.    c  132A,   sec.    11;   or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

VOTED  UNANIMOUSLY:      To   take  no  action. 

Article   24.      CONSERVATION:      FLERRA  LAND  -  NO  ACTION 

To  see  if   the  Town  will  authorize   the  Conservation  Commission  to  purchase  or 
otherwise  acquire,   and  will  authorize  the  Selectmen  to  take  by  eminent  domain, 
upon  the  written  request  of   the  Conservation  Commission,   for  conservation 
purposes,    including  outdoor  recreation,   as  provided  by  Section  8C  of  Chapter  40 
of   the  General  Laws,    the  fee,   or  any  other  interest  in  all  or  any  part  of  a 
parcel  of   land  located  off  Central  Street  in  back  of  Idylwilde  Farm,  Inc., 
now  or  formerly  owned  by  Louis  Flerra,   containing  21.4  acres  more  or  less, 
shown  as  Parcel   143,   Plate  E-2  in  the  Town  Atlas;   and  appropriate  a  sum  of 
money  therefor  and  determine  whether  the  money  shall  be  provided  by  borrowing 
or  otherwise;   and  authorize  the  Conservation  Commission  to  contract  for  reim- 
bursement from  the  Commonwealth  under  G.L.   c   132A,   sec.    11;   or  take  any 
action  relative  thereto. 


VOTED  UNANIMOUSLY:      To   take  no  action. 
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Article   25.      CONSERVATION:    LIBERTY   TRUST  LAND   -   NO  ACTION 

To  see   if   the  Town  will  authorize   the  Conservation  Commission   to  purchase  or 
otherwise  acquire,    and  will  authorize   the   Selectmen   to   take  by   eminent  domain, 
upon   the  written  request   of    the  Conservation  Commission,    for  conservation 
purposes,    including   outdoor   recreation,    as  provided  by   Section   8C   of   Chapter  4 
of   the  General  Laws,    the   fee,    or   any   other   interest   in  all   or  any  part   of  a 
parcel   of   land   located  near   Spring  Hill  Road   on   the   Carlisle   line  abutting 
existing  Conservation   land,   now  or  formerly   owned  by  Trustees   of  Liberty 
Trust,    containing   99     acres  more   or   less,    shows  as  Parcels   1,    2,    2-1,    Plate  D- 
and  Parcels   13,    14,    15,   Plate   C-6   in   the   Town  Atlas;    and  appropriate  a  sum 
of  money   therefor   and  determine  whether   the  money   shall  be  provided  by 
borrowing   or   otherwise;    and  authorize   the  Conservation  Commission   to  contract 
for   reimbursement   from  the   Commonwealth  under   G.    L.    cl32A,    sec.    11;    or  take 
any  other   action  relative  thereto. 

VOTED   UNANIMOUSLY:      To   take   no  action. 

VOTED:      To   take  up  Article  27. 

Article   27.      LAND   -  WHEELER 

VOTED  UNAIMOUSLY:      To   express    the   appreciation   of    the   Town   for   the  gif 
land   located   on  Easterly  side   of   the   end   of   86  Wood  Lane,  containing 
88,000   sq.    ft.    more  or   less,   as   shown  as  Parcel   45,   Plate  F-4  for  cons 
purposes   from  Mrs.    Ellen  Wheeler. 

Article   26.      CONSERVATION  LAND   -  BEAN 

VOTED:      To  authorize   the  Conservation  Commission   to  purchase   or  otherwise 
acquire,   and   authorize   the   Board   of    Selectmen   to   take  by  eminent   domain,  for 
conservation  and  outdoor   recreation  purposes,    the   fee   or  any  other  interest 
in  all   or  any  portion  of   a  parcel   of    land   off  Wood  Lane,    containing  about 
6.5   acres,    owned  by  Lucy  A.    Bean,    and  shown  as  Parcel   44,    Plate  F-4,    in  the 
Town  Atlas,   being   a  portion  of   the   land  described   in  a  deed  recorded   in  the 
Middlesex  South  Registry   of   Deeds,    Book   7258,   page   311,    and  appropriate  the 
sum  of   $18,000.00   for   such  acquisition  and  authorize   the   Treasurer  with  the 
approval   of   the   Selectmen   to  borrow  $18,000.00  under   the   authority   granted  by 
the  Town  under  Article   1  of    the   Special  Town  Meeting  held  May   15,    1974,  and 
authorize   the   Conservation  Commission  to   take   all  actions   necessary   to  secure 
reimbursement   from  the   Commonwealth  or   the   federal  government   for  such 
acquisit  ion . 

Total  Vote  -   244.      Needed   to   carry  -   162.        Yes   -   213       No  -  31 

Article   28.      CONSERVATION  LAND   -  BRIDGES 

VOTED:      To   authorize   the  Conservation  Commission   to  purchase   or  otherwise 
acquire,    and  authorize   the   Board   of   Selectmen   to   take  by  eminent   domain,  for 
conservation   and  outdoor   recreation  purposes,    the   fee  or  any   other  interest 
in  all  or   any  portion  of   a  parcel   of   land   on  Minot  Avenue,    owned  by  Edward  F. 
and  Harriet   Bridges,    containing   30   acres,    and  more  particularly  described 
in  a  deed   to   them  recorded   in  Middlesex  South  Registry  of   Deeds,    Book  12142, 

page   590,    and   appropriate   the  sum  of    $100,000.00   for   such   acquisition  and 
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authorize   the   Treasurer  with   the  approval   of   the   Selectmen  to  borrow 
$100,000.00  under   the  authority  granted  by   the   Town  under  Article   1  of  the 
Special  Town  Meeting  held  May   15,    1974;    and  authorize   the  Conservation 
Commission   to   take  all   actions  necessary   to  secure   reimbursement   from  the 
Commonwealth   and   the   federal   government   for   such  acquisition. 

Total  Vote  -   219.      Needed   to   carry  -   146.        Yes  -   181       No  -  38. 

Article   29.  LOST 

Motion:      To   authorize   the  Conservation  Commission   to  purchase   or  otherwise 
acquire,    and  authorize   the   Board   of   Selectmen  to   take  by  eminent  domain, 
for   conservation  and  outdoor  recreation  purposes,    the   fee   or  any  other 
interest   in  all  or   any  portion   of   a  parcel  of   land,    including   the  dam  thereon 
and  water   rights   appurtenant   thereto,    located   at   the   end   of   Old  High  Street, 
near   the   intersection  with  Powder  Mill  Road,   now  or   formerly   owned  by 
Charles   H.    Lord,    Eleanor  Derby,    Evelyn  Priest   and  Mary  Davis,    as   shown  on  a 
plan  entitled   "Plan  of   Land   in  Town  of  Acton,   Mass.    to  be   conveyed   to  the 
Town   of   Acton"   by  R.    D.    Nelson,   dated  May   2,    1969,    and   appropriate   the   sum  of 
$10,000   for   such   acquisition  and   to  meet   such   appropriation   to  transfer 
$10,000   from   the   Conservation  Fund,    and   authorize   the   Conservation  Commission 
to   take   all   actions  necessary   to   secure   reimbursement   from   the  Commonwealth 
for   such  acquisition. 

Total  Vote  -   160.  Needed   to   Carry  -   107.        Yes  -   89         No  -  71. 

Article    30.      CONSERVATION  -   JENKS  LAND 
NO  ACTION 

To   see   if   the  Town  will   authorize   the  Conservation  Commission  to  purchase,  or 
otherwise   acquire,    and  will   authorize   the   Selectmen   to   take  by   eminent  domain, 
upon   the   written   request   of    the   Conservation   Commission,    for  conservation 
purposes,    including   outdoor   recreation,   as  provided  by   Section  8C   of   Chapter  40 
of   the  General  Laws,    the   fee,    or   any   other   interest   in   all  or  any  part  of 
the   following  parcels   of   land   in   the  Patriots   Hill   Section  IV   subdivision  area: 

A.  ;  About   2.35   acres  now   or   formerly   owned  by   the   Estate   of  Porter  G. 
Jenks    located   behind   11-15   Coolidge   Drive   and  being   shown  as 
Parcel   87   on  Plate  E-3   of   the  Town  Atlas    (as   amended   to  January  1,1975) 

•B.      About   10.5   acres  known  as   the   "Conant  Lot"   now  or   formerly  owned 
by   the   estate   of   Porter  G.    Jenks   located  on  Garfield  Lane  and 
being   shown  as  Parcel  62   on  Plate   E-3   of   the  Town  Atlas    (as  amended 
to   January   1,    1975) . 

C.      About    7.2   acres  known   as   the  "Hall   Brothers"    lot,   now  or  formerly 
owned  by   the  Estate   of  Porter  G.    Jenks   located  on  Jackson  Drive 
and   being   shown   as   Parcel   88   on  Plate   E-3   of    the   Town  Atlas  (as 
amended   to   January    1,  1975). 


165 


D.  About    3.3  acres   known  as   the   "Putnam  Lot",   now  or   formerly  owned 
by   the  Estate   of   Porter  G.    Jenks   located   on  Jackson  Drive  and 
being   shown  as  Parcel   25   on  Plate   E-3   of    the  Town  Atlas  (as 
amended   to  January   1,  1975). 

E.  About    12.0   acres  known  as   the   "Wheeler  Lot",   now  or  formerly 
owned  by   the   Estate   of   Porter  G.    Jenks   located   on  Jackson  Drive 
and  being   shown  as  Parcel  42   on  Plate   E-3  of   the  Town  Atlas  (as 
amended   to  January   1,  1975). 

F.  About    10.2   acres   known   as   the  "Grimes   or   Reed  Lot"   now  or  formerly 
owned  by   the   Estate   of   Porter  G.    Jenks   located  at   20  Washington 
Drive  and  being   shown   as  Parcel  94   on  Plate   E-3  of   the  Town 

Atlas    (as   amended   to  January   1,  1975). 

G.  About   2.0   acres   now  or   formerly   owned  by   the  Estate   of   Porter  G. 
Jenks   located  behind   12-18  Washington  Drive  and  being   shown  as 
Parcel  94-1   on  Plate   E-3  of   the  Town  Atlas    (as   amended  to 
January   1,  1975). 

and   appropriate  a   sum  of  money  therefor   and  determine  whether   the  money  shall 
be  provided  by  borrowing   or   otherwise;    and   authorize   the  Conservation  Commission 
to   contract   for   reimbursement   from  theCommonwea 1th  under  G.    L.    c   132A,    sec  11; 
or   take   any   other   action  relative  thereto. 

VOTED  UNANIMOUSLY:      To   take   no  action. 

Article    31.      CONSERVATION  FUND   -   NO  ACTION 

To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate,  or  appropriate  from 
available  funds  a  sum  of  money  to  the  Conservation  Fund  for  acquiring  land 
for  open  space  and  conservation  purposes,  including  outdoor  recreation,  or 
take   any  other   action  relative  thereto. 

VOTED  UNANIMOUSLY:      To   take  no  action. 

Article   32.      QUARRY  ROAD  ACCEPTANCE 

VOTED  UNANIMOUSLY:      To  accept   as   a  Public  Way  a  portion  of   Quarry  Road  from 
the  present  end   of   the  Public  Way   a  distance   of   961.49   feet  in  a  northerly 
direction   to   the  Town  Forest,    as   laid  out  by   the  Board  of   Selectmen  according 
to  plans   on  file  with   the  Town  Clerk,    including   the   taking   or  acceptance  of 
Easements   for   roadway,    drainage   or  other  purposes  where  shown  on  said  plans 
or  described   in  said   order   of  layout. 

Article    33.      SUBDIVISION   STREET  ACCEPTANCES 

VOTED  UNANIMOUSLY:      To  accept  as  public  ways   the   following  streets,   or  portions 
thereof,    as   laid   out  by   the  Board  of   Selectmen  according   to  plans   on  file 
with   the  Town  Clerk,    including   the   takings   or  acceptances   of   easements  for 
drainage,    utility,    or   other  purposes  where   shown  on  said  plans   or  described 
in  the  order   of  layout: 
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IN  WARNER  PARK  SUBDIVISION 

A.  Flint  Road  Extension   from  Station  0  +  00   at   the  northerly  limit 
of   acceptance  of  Flint  Road,   a  distance  of   1016.85   feet  in  a 
generally  northerly  direction   to   Station   10  +   16.85   at  the 
southerly  sideline  of  Massachusetts  Avenue,    this  being  the 
entire  road. 

B.  Mallard  Road   from  Station  0  +  20.30   at   the   easterly  sideline 
of   Flint  Road  Extension,    a  distance   of   1325.53   feet   in  a 
generally   easterly,   northerly,    then  westerly  direction  to 
Station   13  +   45.83  at   the  easterly   sideline   of   Flint  Road 
Extension,    this  being   the   entire  road. 

IN   HOSMER   HILL   ESTATES  SUBDIVISION 

C.  Berry  Lane  from  Station  0  +  00  at   the   Southeasterly  sideline 
of   Alcott   Street,   a   distance   of   887.61   feet   in  a  generally 
southerly  direction   to   Station  8  +  87.61  at   the  southwesterly 
sideline   of   a  95.00  radius   cul-de-sac,    including   the  cul-de-sac, 
this  being   the   entire  road. 

IN   CENTRAL   ESTATES  SUBDIVISION 

D.  Tuttle  Drive  from  Station  0  +  0   at   the   southerly  limit  of 
acceptance  of   Tuttle  Drive   a  distance   of   1150  feet   in  a 
generally   easterly  direction  to   Station   11  +  50   at  the 
easterly  sideline   of   a   62.50  foot  radius   cul-de-sac,  including 
the   cul-de-sac,    this  being   the   entire  road. 

Article   34.        HISTORICAL  MARKER  EASEMENT 

VOTED  UNANIMOUSLY:      That   the  Town  accept   an  easement   for   the   location  of  a 
historical  marker  as   described   in  a  deed   from  Charles  E.    and  Ann  M.  Courtright, 
dated  January   20,    1976   and   recorded  in   the  Middlesex  South  Registry  of  Deeds, 
Book   12931,   page  671. 

Article   35.      TAX  ANTICIPATION  BORROWING 

VOTED  UNANIMOUSLY:        To  authorize   the  Town  Treasurer,   with   the  approval  of  the 
Selectmen  to  borrow  money  from  time   to   time   in  anticipation  of   the  revenue 
of   the  financial  year  beginning  July   1,    1976,    in  accordance  with  the 
Provisions   of  General  Laws,   Chapter   44,    section  4,    and   to  issue  a  note  or 
notes   therefor,   payable  within  one  year,   and   to   renew  any  note   or  notes   as  may 
be  given  for   a  period   of   less   than  one  year   in  accordance  with  General  Laws, 
Chapter   44,    section  17. 

Article   36.      UNPAID   BILLS  -  NO  ACTION 

To  see   if   the  Town  will  raise   and   appropriate,    or  appropriate   from  available 
funds,    a  sum  of  money   to  pay  unpaid  bills   of   previous   fiscal  years,   or  take 
any  action  relative  thereto. 
VOTED  UNANIMOUSLY:      To  Take  no  action. 


Article   37.      FREE  CASH 
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VOTED:      To   appropriate   and   transfer   $50,000.00   from  free   cash   to  be  used  by 
the  Assessors   to   reduce   the   tax  rate   for   the   fiscal  year   ending   June   30,  1977. 

Article   38.      RESERVE  FUND 

Voted  Unanimously:  ;  To   raise  and  appropriate   $75,000.00  for  a  reserve  fund 
under   G.L.    c   40,    s.  6. 

Meeting  adjourned  at   10:45  P.M. 

The   following  persons   served  as   tellers   at   the  above  meeting: 
Mary  McCarthy,    Walter  Gates,    Susan  Huebsch,   Beatrice  Perkins, 
Betty   Youse,    Jack  Batchelder,    Donald  MacKenzie,   Anne  Ridley, 
Richard  Phillips,   Marion  Maxwell,    Theron  Lowden,    Regina  Poppert, 
Kathleen  Cataldo,    Lynne   Salisbury,    Phyllis   Walsh,    Bruce  McCarthy. 

A  true   copy,  Attest 

/S/   Charles  M.  MacRae 


Town  Clerk 
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ABSTRACT   OF   THE  PROCEEDINGS   OF  THE 
SPECIAL  TOWN  MEETING,   APRIL    14,  1976 

Moderator  called  the  meeting  to  order  at   7:35  P.M. 

Article     1.   Voted:     To  transfer  the  sum  of   $2,000.00  from  budget   line  23 

Elections   and  Registrations   -   Salaries   and  Wages   to  budget  line 
Budget  item  24  Elections  and  Registrations  Expenses. 

Article     2.   Voted:      To  accept  the  following  bylaw: 

By  law  "All  fees  received  by  any  Town  officer  or  employee  in  his 

official   capacity  shall  be  paid   into   the  Town  Treasury." 

Article     3.   Voted  unanimously:     To  appropriate   the  sum  of   $5,000.00  to  pay 

Acton's   share   of   the  cost   of   commuter   rail  service  from  Boston  to 
MBTA  South  Acton  for   the   fiscal  year  ending  June   30,  1976. 

Article  4.  Voted:  To  authorize  the  Town  Manager  to  contract  with  the  Massach 
usetts  Bay  Transportation  Authority  for  commuter  rail  service 
from  Boston  to  South  Acton  and  that  the  Town  raise  and  appro- 
priate $15,000.00  to  pay  Acton's  share  of  the  cost  of  such  service 
during   the   fiscal  year  ending  June   30,  1977. 


Voted:      To   adjourn  at   8:04  P.M. 


A  true  copy.  Attest: 


Town  Clerk 


Amendment   to  Town   Bylaw   (Article   2)   voted   in   the   affirmative  at 
the   Special  Town  Meeting,   April   14,    1976  was   approved  by  Attorney 
General  Francis  X.    Bellotti   on  August   3,    1976  and  duly  posted  as 
required  by  law. 


ABSTRACT  OF  THE  PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE 
SPECIAL  TOWN  MEETING,    JUNE    7,  1976 

Moderator   called   the  meeting   to   order  at   7:43  P.M. 
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Article   1 . 


Tut  t  le 
Drive 


Voted  Unanimously:      To  discontinue   as   a  public  way  a  portion  of 
the   temporary   turn-around  on  Lot   8  Tuttle  Drive  as   shown  on  a 
plan  approved  by   the   Board  of   Selectmen  and   to  authorize  the 
Selectment   to  convey   the  Town's   interest   in   said   area  to  the 
owner  of   Lot   8  for  not   less   than  $1. 


Article   2 . 
Conant 
Street 
Easement 


Voted  Unanimously:      To  accept   a  perpetual  easement   dated  June  7, 
1976   for  drainage  purposes   off   #3  Conant   Street  described   in  a 
deed  from  Robert   S.    &   Barbara  P.    Andrews,   dated  May   15,    1976,  and 
to  be   recorded   in   the  Middlesex  South  District  Registry  of  Deeds. 


Article  3. 

Bridges  to 
State 


\rticle  4. 


Discharge 


Voted:    To  Authorize   the   Board  of   Selectmen     in   the  name  and  behalf 
of   the  Town  of   Acton  to   remise  and   release   to   the   Commonwealth  of 
Massachusetts,    through  its  Department   of  Public  Works,   whose  Post 
Office   address   is    100  Nashua  Street,    Boston,   Massachusetts,  02114, 
all  right,    title,    claim  and  demand  whatsoever  as   said  grantor  has, 
or   ought   to  have   in  and   to  vehicular  bridges  A-2-4  and  A-2-5  and 
also  being  identified  as  Railroad   Bridges  No's   25.13  and  25.11, 
said  bridges  being   a  continuation  and  extension  of   a  public  way 
known  as  Main  Street    (Route   27)   in  the  Town  of  Acton  proviuing 
vehicular  passage  for   the  public   over   the   tracks  of   the  Boston 
and  Maine  Railroad  Company. 

Motion:    To  add  to   the  Bylaws   of   the  Town  of   Acton  a  new  section 
under  Article    16,   Miscellaneous  Prohibitions   as  follows: 


of  Water 
on  Town  Ways 


Section  8. 


Article  5 


'ersonnel 
3y-Law 


article  6 


No  person  ahll  be  allowed  to  discharge  in 
any  manner  from  pipes  from  sump  pumps,    or  sub- 
drains  from  -private  property  onto  the  public 
way,   or  into  public  subdrains,  without  the 
written  permission  of   the  Board  of  Selectmen  and 
Engineering  Department. 


Voted:      To  amend  the  motion  by  inserting  after   the  word  subdrains 
the   following:      but  not   to  include  a   temporary  discharge  which 
does  not  exceed   24  hours  during   any  six  month  period. 

Original  motion  as   amended  lost. 

Voted:      To   amend   the  Personnel  Bylaw  by  adding   to   Schedule  H, 
Miscellaneous  Compensation  Schedule  for  Designated  Part-Time 
and  Seasonal  Positions,    the  following: 

Laborer  -   2.75  -   3.00  -   3.25  -   3.50  -   3.75  per  hour. 

Motion:      To  amend   the   Bylaws   of   the  Town  of  Acton  by  renumbering 
Article  20  to  be  Article  21  and  by  inserting  a  new  Article  20 
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Dog  Leash         reading  as  follows: 
Law  (Lost) 

Article   20  -  Dog  Leash  Law 

Section   1.      Between   the  hours   of   7:00  A.M.    and   9:00  P.M., 
no  person   owning,   harboring,    or  having  custody  and   control  of  a 
dog  within   the   Town   of   Acton  shall  allow  such   dog   to  run  at 
large,    or   to   commit   any  nuisance,   upon   the   land   or   another  per- 
son withou   the  knowledge   and   assent   of   such   other  person:  nor 
upon  any  portion  of   any  public  way   or   other  public  property 
within   the   Town   of  Acton. 

Section   2:      Between   the  hours   of    7:00  A.M.    and   9:00  P.M., 
any   dog   not   in    leash    to,    or   not   accompanied   by   and   under  the 
immediate   control   of,    its   owner   or  keeper   or   an   agent   of  the 
owner   or  keeper   shall  be  considered   at   large  under   this  Article; 
provided,   however,    that   this   article   shall  not   be   construed  to 
limit   or  prohibit   the  use   of   hunting  dogs   during   legal  hunting 
season  which  permit   the  use   of  hunting  dogs. 

Section   3:      Any   dog   found   at   large  between   the  hours   of  7:00 
A.M.    and   9:00  P.M.   within   the  Town  of Acton  may  be   impounded  by 
the  Town  Dog  Officer,    or   other  Town   employee  authorized  by  the 
Town  Selectmen.      If   any   resident   of  Acton  makes   a   complain  that 
a  particular  dog   is  at   large  within   the  'Eown  during   such  hours 
and   said   complaint   is  verified  by   the  Town  Dog  Officer,    or  other 
authorized  Town  employee,    such  dog   shall  be  impounded. 

Section  4:      The  Town  Dog  Officer  shall  immediately  notify 
the   owner   or  keeper   of   any   licensed   dog   impounded  under  this 
Article;    or,   with  respect   to   an  unlicensed   dog,    shall  be  governed 
by  applicable  Chapters  and  Sections   of   the  Massachusetts  General 
Laws   concerning   the   retention  and   disposition   of   unlicensed  dogs. 
A  licensed  dog,   impounded  under  this  Article  shall  be  retained  for 
a  period   ten    (10)    days   at   a   licensed  kennel,    during  which  period 
the   owner   of   the   impounded  dog  may   identify  and  establish  claim 
for  said  dog;    however,    should  no   claim  be   established  during 
the   ten   (10)   days,   all  rights,   title,   interest,   and  privileges 
of   any  person  with  respect   to  such  dog   shall  be  considered 
forfeited  and   such  dog  may  be   sold   or  humanely  destroyed. 

Section  5:      The   owner   or   keeper   of   a  dog   found   to  be  in 
violation  of   this  Article  shall  be  subject   to   the  following 
within  any  one   calendar  year: 

First  Offense:      ten  dollars  ($10.00) 

Any   owner   or   keeper   of    a   dog  who   shall   fail   to   comply  with 
provisions   of   this   article  shall  be  punished   in  accordance  with 
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the  provisions  of  Massachusetts  General  Laws,  Chapter  140, 
Section  173A,  as  amended,  or  as  said  section  may  from  time 
to   time  be  amended  by  the  general  court. 

In  the   event,    the  owner,    if   determinable,    of   such  dog 
impounded  under   this  article   shall  be   liable   for   the  boarding 
fees   incurred  by   the  Town  in  connection  with  the   impounding  and 
keeping   of  his  dog.      Any  amounts  due  from  boarding  fees, 
innoculations ,   or   the   sale   of   unclaimed  dogs   shall  be  paid  to 
the  Town  Treasurer. 

Voted:      That  vote  be   taken  by  9:30  P.M. 

Total  Vote:      861  Yes     395  No  466 

Article   7.  To  see  if   the  Town  will  appropriate  a  sum     of  money   to  be 

expended  by   the  Town  Manager  for  salaries   or  wages,  general 
expenses  and  capital  outlay   costs   for   the  implementation, 
operation  and  enforcement   of   a  dog   leash  bylaw,    or   take  any 
action  relative  thereto. 

Voted:      To   take  no  action. 

Voted:      To  adjourn  at   9:50  P.M. 


A  True  Copy,  Attest: 


TOWN  CLERK  ACTON,  MASS. 
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ABSTRACT   OF   THE   PROCEEDINGS   OF  THE 
SPECIAL   TOWN  MEETING,   AUGUST   9,  1976 

Moderator   called   the  meeting   to   order   at   7:30  P.M. 

Article   1.      GATES  SCHOOL 

VOTED:      To   appropriate   $44,093.60   from  Free  Cash   to  be   expended  by  the 
Permanent   Building   Committee   for   reconstructing   and  making   extraordinary  repairs 
to   the   fire-damaged  portions   of   the  Gates   School   and   for  purchasing  school 
equipment   to  replace  damaged  equipment. 

Article   2.      POLICE  STATION 

VOTED  UNANIMOUSLY:      To  appropriate   $4,060.00   from  Free  Cash  for   repairing  the 
police  station  and  for  purchasing   equipment   to   replace  damaged  equipment. 

Article   3.      ZONING   BYLAW  REVISION 

VOTED:  To  appropriate  $5,795.00  from  Free  Cash  for  professional  services  and 
other  expenses  in  connection  with  a  revision  and  recodification  of  the  zoning 
bylaw  to  bring   it   into  compliance  with  Chapter  808  of   the  Acts   of  1975. 

VOTED:     To  adjourn  at   7:55  P.M. 

A  true   copy,  Attest: 

/S/  Charles  M.  MacRae 
Town  Clerk 


ABSTRACT   OF   THE   PROCEEDINGS   OF  THE 
SPECIAL   TOWN  MEETING,   NOVEMBER   15,  1976 

Moderator  called   the  meeting   to   order   at   7:30  P.M. 

Article   1.      PARKING  FACILITIES 

VOTED:      To   appropriate   $95,000.00  from  free   cash   for   the   construction  of  parking 
facilities   off   Central   Street   in  South  Acton  such   sum  to  be   reimbursed  by  the 
Commonwealth . 

Article   2.      SIGN  BYLAW 

VdTED:      To   amend  Article  III,    Section   1,   paragraph  g.    of   the  Acton   Sign  Bylaw 
by  deleting  the  first   sentence   thereof   and  substituting   therefor  the  following: 

Any   sign  erected  before  April   1,    1972  which   complied  with  the   size  and 
location  requirements  of   the  Protective   Zoning   Bylaw  of   the  Town  of  Acton 
in  effect  when   the  sign  was   erected  or   in  effect   on  January   1,    1972,  or 
any  sign  erected   thereafter  pursuant   to  a  permit   issued  by   the  Board 
of   Selectmen  shall  be  exempt   from  the   requirements   of   this  Bylaw. 


VOTED:     To  adjourn  at  9:30  P.M 


A   true   copy.  Attest: 

/S/     Charles  M.  MacRae 
Town  Clerk 


Educational  Reports 


Educational  Reports 


Acton  Public  Schools 


Report   from  the   Superintendent   of  Schools 

As   in   the   case   of   the  Regional   Schools,    the  Acton  Public  Schools 
seem   to  have   stopped   increasing   in  population,    at   least   for   the   time  bein 
The  student  population   of   the  Acton  elementary  schools  has  declined  from 
2616   on  October    1,    1975    to   2538   on  October    1,    1976,    a  drop   of    78.  And 
just   as   in   the  Regional   schools,    the   teaching   staff   is  remaining  rela- 
tively  stable  with  a   turnover   of   only  about  4%. 


The  most   significant   deve-opment   in   the  Acton  schools   this  year 
was   the  building   improvements   to   the  McCar thy-Towne   School.      With  the 
gratifying   support   of    the   townspeople   the   oldest   school   in   the  system 
now  offers  excellent   facilities   for   the   children  at  McC ar thy-Towne . 
Persistence   and  patience  paid   off   in   a  50%  reimbursement   from   the  state 
for   the   $832,000  project,    although  we  had  been  told,   and  had   told  the 
townspeople,    not   to  expect   any  reimbursement. 


Our  unique   open  enrollment   system  continues   to   run   smoothly  as 
parents  have   an  opportunity   to   select,    and   in  most   cases   to   get,  the 
school   of    their   choice  for   their  children. 
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The  progress  in  clarifying,   evaluating  and   improving   the  curriculum 
continues . 

Committees  of   teachers   and   administrators  developed  guidelines  in 
reading,    science,    and  social  studies   in  research  and  development  projects. 
Curriculum  glides  are  also  now  in  the  process   of  being  developed  by 
teacher   committees   in  mathematics,   handwriting,    spelling,  language 
mechanics  and   composition.      Curriculum  time  allocation  guidelines  were 
also  developed   for   the  system  by  a   committee  of   teachers  and  admin- 
istrators.     The  federally  funded  Project   Challenge  has  helped  us  to 
improve   opportunities  for   children  in  grades   4  -  8  in  physical 
education  and  counseling. 

The  results   from  the  Comprehensive  Tests   of   Basic   Skills  indi- 
cated again  that  students   in  the  Acton  schools   generally  are  doing 
yery  well,   both  in  terms   of  national  norms   and   in   terms  of  their 
own  abilities.      These  results   are  systematically  analyzed  by  prin- 
cipals and   teachers   to  diagnose  educational  needs.      The  new  teacher 
evaluation  procedures   that  have  been  developed  also  reflect   an  intent 
to  develop  positive  goals   for   the   improvement   of   our   schools.  The 
lew  report  card  was  developed  by  a  committee  of   teachers,  parents 
and  administrators   in  an  attempt   to   clarify   communications  with  parents. 

While   trying   to  clarify  and  evaluate,   we  are  also   involved  in 
Dffering   teachers  and  administrators  opportunities   for  professional 
growth  through  such  in-service  programs  as:     Dr.   Roselmina  Indrisano 
}f   Boston  University  on  reading   improvement;   Dr.   George  Ladd  of 
3oston  College  on  science  education   improvement,   Dr.   Leland  Jacobs  of 
Columbia  University  on  children's   literature;   Dr.   Mark  Spikel  of  Lesley 
ICollege  on  Mathematics  education;   Dr.    Joseph  Ferreira  of   Boston  University 
)n  educational  goalsetting;   Mr.    Steve  Emmons   of   Effectiveness  Training 
Associates  and  Assumption  College  on  Teacher  Effectiveness  Training; 
)r.    Anton  Lahnston  of   Boston  University  on  Project  Challenge.     All  of 
;hese  people  have  helped  us   to  consider  our  instructional  programs 
ind  procedures   in  a  new  light.      Teachers  and  administrators  have 
ilso   taken  many  other   courses  both  in  Acton  and  at  Greater  Boston 
Jniversities   to  up-grade   their  knowledge  and   teaching  skills. 

The  elementary  school  principals  have  noted  highlights   in  their 
reports  as  follows. 

leports   from  the  Elementary  School  Principals 

George  Lemire  of   the  Conant   School  reports   on  the  development 
>f   a  "Parent-Teacher  Advisory"  which  meets   on  a  monthly  basis,   and  the 
ixpansion  of   the  Parent  Volunteer  Program.     A  special  appreciation 
Luncheon  was   offered   the  parent  volunteers.      The  Senior  Citizens  luncheons 
continue  at  Conant.      Parents  were  invited   to  visit  classes   in  progress 
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during  American  Education  Week,   and   to  sit  in  on  coffee  hour  discussions 
about   the  school  and  its  many  programs.     The  fifth  grade  children  donated 
a  flowering  dogwood   tree  and  planted  it  on  Arbor  Day,   the  first  annual 
Arbor  Day  tree-planting  to  be  held  at  Conant.     The  School  year  ended  with 
a  "Bicentennial  Picnic  and  Field  Day." 

Robert  Conroy  of   the  Douglas   School  described   the  Title   I  program 
at   the  Douglas   School  which  provides  extra-class  support   in  reading 
and  arithmetic  skills  for  forty  children.     Two  new  sixth  grade  teachers, 
Rita  McAvoy  and  Barbara  Raffa,   joined  Elaine  Graves   in  reorganizing  the 
sixth  grade  for  homogeneous  grouping  for  mathand   language  arts 
instruction.     The  school  council  and  annual  school  fair  helped  provide 
funds   for  a  series  of   cultural  experiences   including  the  Puppeteers, 
the  Shakespeare  Company,   and  Edward  Rowe  Snow,   a  noted  historian  and 
lecturer,   on  New  England  sea  lore.     The  council  also  provided  support 
for  an  expanded  field   trip  program  and  the  week-long  environmental 
education  program  at   Sargent  Camp   in  Peterborough,  New  Hampshire. 

James  Palavras  of   the  Gates   School  also  described  the  Title  I 
program  at  Gates  which  provides  additional  instruction  in  reading 
and  math  as  well.      The  Senior  Citizens  luncheons  continue  at  Gates. 
A  year   long  review  of   the  reading  program  resulted  in  the  purchase 
of   approximately  $2,000  of  reading  materials  and  the  updating  of 
reading  guidelines.      Special  projects  were  the  year   long  campaign 
to  collect  one  million  bottle  caps  and  the  launching  of   500  balloons 
by  students    (which  was  televised  by  WBZ-TV)   and  the  recording  of 
their  destinies   as  far  as  210  miles  away.     Applications  of  both 
science  and  math  went   into  these  projects.     The  school  year 
concluded  with  a  Family  Picnic  conducted  by  the  Parent  Advisory 
Commit  tee . 

Parker  Damon  of   the  McCar thy-Towne  School  reported  on  the 
building  project  as  follows: 

"The  renovation-addition  project  was  completed  three  months  ahead 
of   schedule,    thanks   to  the  cooperation  and  hard  work  of 
the   School  Committee,   Town  Building  Committee,  Superintendents, 
Architects,   and  Contractor.     The  Towne  School  building 
was   completely  renovated  and  a  new  gym  and  an  Instructional 
Materials  Center  were  built.     Minor  renovations  were  also 
done  to  the  McCarthy  School  building,   so  that   the  entire 
school  now  has  been  repainted,   retiled,   and  rewired.  Much 
of   this  work  was   done  by  the   School  System's   Building  and 
Grounds  Department.      Since  most  of   this  work  was  undertaken  while 
school  was  in  session,   everyone  connected  with  school  or 
project  should  be  proud  of   the  results  and   the  way  in  which 
they  were  achieved.      Students,   parents,   faculty,   as  well  as 
the  custodians  from  all  schools  contributed  to  a  remarkably 
successful  team  effort." 
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The   Parent-Teacher-Student   Organization  sponsored  fund-raising 
activities,    the   school   Bulletin ,   picnics,    skating  parties,  lectures, 
neighborhood   coffees,    and  a  new  student   picture  program. 

The   school's  Volunteer   and   Student   Teacher  Program  continues 
to  be   a  vital   component   of    the   school's   operation.      On   a  weekly  average, 
close   to   two  hundred  parents   volunteer   their   services    to   the  school, 
thus   enabling   the   faculty   to   re-allocate   funds   and   concentrate   on  different 
kinds   of   issues    that  might    otherwise  be   impossible   to  pursue. 

The   faculty  has   continued   to  work  on   curriculum  development  and 
the   improvement   of   existing   programs.      Curricula  programs,    the  school 
considers   unique   include:      Project   Adventure-Gymnastics,   Words    in  Color, 
Gattegno  Math,    Reading   In  Common,    Humanities,    Science  Prototypes,  and 
music.      The  school  also  continues   to   use  different  patterns   for   the  group- 
ing  of   students   and   assignment   of  staff. 

William   Sparks   of   the  Merriam   School   listed   as   highlights  workshops 
in  reading,    language  arts,    science  and   social  studies;    the  help  of 
75  parent  volunteers   in  the   library,    school  office,    special  services, 
classroom  and   science   and   social   studies   areas;    the  purchase   of   a    16  mm 
film  projector  and   two  bicycle  racks  from  proceeds   of   the  Christmas  Fair; 
the   continuance   of   the  beautif ication  program,   most   notably  the 
installation  of    the   rustic  beams   and   school   sign   at   the   entrance  to 
the  building;    the  addition  of   the  ante-room  for  the   learning  disabilities 
program;   many  plays   and   the   annual   second   grade   International  Buffet. 
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Acton-Boxborough  Regional  School  District 

Report   from   the  Superintendent   of  Schools 

This  report   is   a  summary  of   the  system-wide  developments  in  the 
Acton-Boxborough  Regional  School  District  as  indicated  in  the  goals  reports 
of  Superintendent  Raymond  J.   Grey,   Assistant   Superintendent  Gary  G.  Baker, 
and  Business  Manager  Douglas  W.    Barrus,   as  well  as  reports  submitted  to 
the  Superintendent  by  Coordinator  of  Pupil  Personnel  Services  Ruth  R. 
Proctor  and  Coordinator  of  Fine  Arts  Henry  W.  Wegiel. 

A  sense  of  both  stability  and   steady  progress  pervades  the 
District.     The  student  population  for  grades   7-12  declined  from  2507 
on  October   1,    1975,    to  2480  on  October   1,    1976,   only  about  a   1%  variation. 
Of   the   154  profesional  staff  members   in  the  Regional  District  only  11, 
or  about   7%,    resigned.      Seventy-seven  percent  of   the  professional  staff 
is  now  on  tenure.     The  bond  on  the  present  Junior  High  has  now  been  com- 
pletely paid  off.     The  buildings  and  grounds  are  in  better  condition 
than  ever  under  the  leadership   of  our  new  Buildings  and  Grounds  Coordinator 
Cornelius  Casey.      The  transportation  of   the  students   seems  to  be  going 
smoothly.      Our  business  operation  is  becoming  more  efficient  with  the 
installation  of   the  automated  accounting  system,   thanks   to  the  initiative 
and  great  help   of  Town  Accountant  Roy  Wetherbee.     We  are  now  into  our 
third  year  with  the   same  principals   and  assistant  principals   at  the 
High   School  and   Junior  High. 

In  the  past   twenty  years   the  Regional  School  District  has  been 
involved   in  constant   adjustments — adjustments   to  dramatic  increases  in 
student  population,    to  teacher   turnover  much  greater  than  the  present, 
to   the  many  new  teachers   that   additional  pupils   and   turnover  brought  us. 
Much  time  was   spent   on  just  planning  how  to  schedule  and  accomodate 
the  many  more  pupils   and   teachers.      Additional  facilities   always  seemed 
to  be  needed.      Space  was   at   a  premium.      A  building   that  was  built   in  the 
late   50's   to  house   students   in  grades    7-12  was  only  adequate  for 
grades    7  -   8  by  1973. 

There   is   no   longer   the  need   to   spend   so  much  time  planning  for 
additional  pupils   and   a  multitude   of   new  teachers.      But  change  and 
challenge  will  always  be  with  us.      Stability  in  student  population  offers 
us   new  opportunities   and  new  challenges.      It   offers  us   time   to  concentrate 
on  our  effectiveness   and   efficiency;    to  evaluate  our  programs;    to  offer 
professional  growth   to  our   increasingly  experienced  staff;    to   try  to 
imp  rove . 

Three  new  department  heads  have  been  hired  to  join  the  other 
department  heads  in  helping  us  in  this  process:  Steve  Donovan,  a 
Regional  Jr.    High   counselor,    is   the   new  Department  Head   of   the  K- 1 2 
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Counseling  Department;    Judith   Boroschek,    an  experienced  curriculum 
administrator   from  Holliston,    is   now   in   charge   of   the   Junior   High  School 
Social   Studies   Department,    and   Dr.    Stephen  Foster   comes   from  a  math- 
ematics  professorship   at  New  England   College   to   head   our   High  School 
Mathematics  Department. 


Four   research  and  development   projects   for   the  Regional  Schools  - 
in  Junior   High  Math,    High   School  World  History,    Individualized  Biology 
and   Speech  -   helped   improve  programs.      More   in-service  workshops  and 
courses  were   offered   our   teachers.      A  new  goal  oriented  professional 
evaluation   and   improvement   system  has   been   implemented   this   school  year 
based   on   a   two   year   study  by   teachers,    administrators   and  School 
Committee  members.      Detailed   curriculum  guides  with   listings  of 
objectives,    resources   and  means   of   evaluation  were   completed   at  the 
High   School  and   are   now  in   the  process    of   being   completed   at  the 
Junior  High. 


Testing   results   derived   through   the   administration   of  the 
Comprehensive  Tests   of    Basic   Skills    (CTBS)    and   the   College  Entrance 
Examinati  on   Board    (CEEB)    Exams   indicated   that   Ac  ton- Boxborough 
student   achievement   is   significantly  higher   than  previous  years, 
unlike   the  national   trend,    and   continues    to   be  well   above  national 
norms.      Committees   of   department   heads   and   teachers   are   reviewing  our 
standards   or   expectations   for   achievement   in  basic   skills   as  students 
progress   through   the   grades.      Efforts   to   sustain   and  improve 
communications  between   the   two   secondary   schools   and    the   Junior  High 
and   elementary   schools   continues    through  various   scheduled  meetings 
and   exchanges   of   curriculum  guides. 


Programs   in   career   education  are   extensive   at  Ac t on- Boxb or ough 
whether   students   are   preparing   for    college   or   jobs.      Career  experience 
programs   are   available   to   students   through   the   Career  Planning  Center, 
Work-Study,   Distributive   Education,    Home   Economics,    the  Pre-School 
Program,    and   Industrial  Arts. 

We   continue   to   try   to  provide   extra  help    to   special  needs 
children  in   accordance  with  Ch.    766   coordinated   through   our  Pupil 
Personnel   Services  Department,    and  with   the   added   services  provided 
to   special  needs   children   through   the   Concord  Area   Special  Education 
Collaborative    (C.A.S.E.).      The  Pupil  Personnel   Services  Department 
is  making   extraordiaary   attempts   to   communicate  more   intensely   than  ever 
with   students   and  parents.      Through  Ch.    622   and   other   laws   related  to 
equal   opportunity  we   are   trying   to  carry   out   both   the   letter   and  spirit 
of    the   law.      The  Regional   and  Acton   Schools   received  a   $30,000  grant 
under   Ch .    622    to  offer   innovative   equalized   opportunities    to  boys  and 
jgirls   in  physical   education,  and  counseling. 


The   Bicentennial  was    celebrated   in  our 


schools  with   the  inspiring 
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programs  offered  by   the  Fine  Arts  Department.      One  program  -   "Acton,  1775" 
developed  by   Senior  High  students  and  performed  by  Junior  High  students, 
was  given  state-wide  recognition.      We  believe  Acton   and  Boxborough 
parents  and   students  have  much   to  be   thankful  for   in  this  Bicentennial 
year.     Mr.   Grey  and  his   staff   express   gratitude   for   the   support  and 
encouragement  provided  by   the  8chool  Committee  and   communities  which 
made  it   such   a  good  year. 

The  Regional   School   Committee   is   recommending    to    the    towns  of 
Acton   and   Boxborough   that   regionalization  be   extended   into   the  elementary 
grades   so   that  we  can  have  a  unified  K  -    12   regional  district.      A  series 
of  meetings   and  articles   are  being  offered   to   the  communities  in  order 
to  explain  the   educational  and  fiscal  rationale   for  such  a  recommendation. 
It   is   expected   that   townspeople  will  have   an   opportunity   to  vote  on 
this  issue  at   special   town  meetings   in  February. 

The   reports   from   the   Junior   High   School  Principal,   Mr.    Clifford  Card, 
and   the  Senior  High  School  Principal,   Dr.    Lawrence  McNulty,  give 
more  details   on   the  progress   throughout   this   past  year. 


Report  from  the  Junior  High  School  Principal 

Starting   in   the   fall,    450   in-coming   seventh  graders  were  given 
a  special  orientation  for   the  junior  high  school  programs.     All  students 
had   an  opportunity   to  meet  with   the   administration,    review  a  newly 
developed  handbook  and   to  ask  questions   about   any  matters  of   concern.  A 
special  outdoor  picnic  prepared  by   the  cafeteria   staff  was   available  and 
helped  break  up   the  first   day  at   the  junior  high.      This   special  program 
orientation  day  was   termed  a  success  by  students,   parents  and  staff  alike. 

Teachers'    workshops  were  held   throughout    the   year   to  help  acquaint 
all  staff  members  with   the   total  offerings   at   the  junior  high.      For  a 
school  with   a   student   population   of   900,    there   is   a   danger   of  "compart- 
mentalization"   of    the  school.      By  the  means   of   these  workshops   the  staff 
is   able   to  better  understand   itself   as   a  part   of   a  whole   effort  designed 
to   serve   the  needs   of   individual   students   with   divergent  interests 
and  personalities. 

To  increase  communications  with  parents,    an  effort   to   revise  the 
report   cards  was  made.      Besides   the   traditional  grades  being  given,  it 
is   now  possible   to   send  up   to  five   specific   comments  per  student  per  class 
to   the   parents.      This   procedure   enables    them   to  have   a  much  better 
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understanding  of   the  progress  being  made  by   their   child.      Another  means 
of    increasing   communication  with   parents  was    the   establishment  of 
parent   visiting   afternoons.      On   a   given   afternoon,   parents   could  have 
a   short    conference  with   all   of   their   child's  teachers. 


Promoting   articulation  among    the  several   schools  has   also  been  an 
aim   of    the   junior  high.      To   that   end,    several  meetings   of   key  junior  high 
staff   members   and   sixth   grade   teachers   and  parents  were  held.  This 
allowed   for  a   greater  understanding   of   the  programs   being   offered  and  to 
explain  fully  how  specific   goals   are   implemented.      It   also  helps  sixth 
grade   teachers   and  parents   to  make  better   decisions   in  selecting 
appropriate   electives   and    level  designations   for   the   incoming  students. 

The   focus   of   better   articulation   is   not   limited   to   the  elementary 
system.      A  program   of    teacher  exchanges   with   the  high   school  was 
instituted,    several  members   of   the  high   school   staff    took   over  some 
classes   at   the  junior   high   and  junior  high   teachers   assumed   duties  at 
the  high   school.      By   doing   this,    each  had   an   in-depth  experience  of 
dealing  with   the   adolescent   at   a   different    level   of  development. 
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Report    from   the    Senior   High   School  Principal 

The   population  explosion   experienced  by   the   towns   of   Acton  and 
Boxborough   during   the   late    1960's   and   early    1970's   has   subsided.  The 
student   population   of    the   Ac t on- Boxb or ough  Regional   High  School 
(A.B.R.H.S.)    has,    likewise,    stabilized.      The   current   student  population 
of   A.B.R.H.S.,    as   of  December    1,    1976,   was    1586   students.      The  high  school 
facility,   with   its   $4.5  million   addition   in    1973,   was  built   to  accomodate 
1600   students.      This    facility,    one   of   which   the    townspeople   of  Acton 
and   Boxborough   can  be   justifiably  proud,    provides   an  outstanding 
educ  ational   setting   and   atmosphere   for   our   high   school  students. 

Academically,    A.B.R.H.S.    continues    to  warrant   the   respect  and 
admiration  of    college   admission   officers.      Over    70%   of   the  graduating 
class    (N=373)   pursued  further   education  in  September,    1976   in   over  30 
different   states   around   the  country.      Of   the   373  graduating  seniors, 
31%   qualified  for   the   National  Honor   Society,    26   students  won  commendations 
by   the  National  Merit   Scholoarship  Corporation   (NMSC),    4  students  were 
finalists    in  NMSC   competition,    and   2   students  were  winners   of  NMSC 
scholarships    (A.B.R.H.S.    was   the   only   school   in   the   nation  with   2  NMSC 
winners).      The  NMSC  winners,   David   Boothby  and  Kevin  Hunter,  were  also 
winners   of    the  Westinghouse   National   Science   Search  contest. 

In   terms   of    curriculum,    A.B.R.H.S.    is   not   a   stagnant  secondary 
school.      The   curriculum  consisted   of   202  different   course   offerings  during 
the    1975-1976   school  year.      Constant   evaluation   and   appraisal  must  take 
place  in  order   to   insure   relevant   course   offerings   and   the  proper  util- 
ization  of   staff,    buildings,    equipment,    and   instructional  materials. 
We   feel   that   the   curriculum  is   comprehensive,    relevant,  challenging, 
and   one   that   insures   academic   standards   of   the  highest   caliber.  Courses 
added   during    the    1975-1976   school  year   include  German   I,    III   AA ; 
Spanish  V   AA ,    H;    Spanish   I   N;    Individualized   Elementary  Algebra    1-1  1-2; 
Early   Childhood   Education;    Nursery   School   Program;    and  Distributive 
Education   II . 

The   extracurricular  program  at    the   high   school  has  expanded 
slightly   and  now  consists   of   interscholastic  athletics    (32  teams), 
intramurals,    student   government   activities,    fine  arts  activities,  and 
a  variety  of   special  interest   clubs.      In   1976,    approximately    1500  students 
participated   in   one   or  more   extracurricular   activities.  Highlighting 
the    1976   extracurricular  activities  was   the   athletic  program,  which 
resulted   in    11    league   championships   and   a  very  high   rating   in  the 
Boston  Globe's  Dalton  Trophy  won/loss   rating   system    (3rd   of    76  in 
Division   II   and    10th   of    472   in   the   State   of   Massachusetts).  Other 
individual  and   team  honors  were   garnered  by   the  A.B.R.H.S.  Debate, 
Mathematics,    and   Chess  Teams.     Further  highlights  were  provided  by 
the  Fine   Arts   Program  which   included   a   Fine   Arts  weekend,    11  drama 
productions,      (A.B.R.H.S.    was  winner   of    the   Regional  Competition  of 


Massachusetts   High  School  Drama  Festival;,    an  art   exhibit,    30  concerts, 
a  musical,    and   22   students   selected   for   the  Northeast   District  Festival 
Band,    Chorus,    and   Orchestra    (7  A.B.R.H.S.    students  were   later  awarded 
all-state  honors). 

Report   from   the   Coordinator   of   Community  Education 

Mr.    Bill  Ryan,    in  his   second  year   as   Community   Education  Coordina- 
tor,   listed   the   following   as  areas   of   accomplishment   in  1976: 

Establishment   of    the  Ac ton-Boxborough  Community  Education  Advisory 
Committee,    establishment   of   the   Acton-Boxborough  Conference   of  Local 
Community  Agencies,    establishment   of    the   "Social  Club   for  Handicapped 
Young  Adults,"   establishment   of    the   Daytime  Program  of  Community 
Education  Classes,    expansion   of    the   Evening  Program   of  Community 
Education  Classes,    expansion   and   coordination   of    the   Community  Education 
College   Program,    establishment   of    the  Acton-Boxborough  Community 
Education  Pre-School,    establishment   of    the   Acton-Boxborough  Community 
Education   Summer   Program,    establishment   of   the  Acton  Community  Gardens 
Program    (in   cooperation  with   the  Acton   Conservation   Commission),  the 
writing   of   a  proposal   to   the  Massachusetts   Foundation   for  Humanities  and 
Public  Policy   for   a  project   entitled   "Determination   and  Definition  of 
Community   in   the   Town   of   Acton"    ($5,770.00  grant   awarded   in  July   of  1976). 

The  Acton-Boxborough  Community   Education  Program  serves   as   a  link 
between   the   residents   of   Acton   and   Boxborough  and   the  Public  Schools, 
and   all   residents   are   urged   to  partake   in   those   activities   of  interest 
to   them.      Many  programs   and   activities   are   determined  by  your  neighbors' 
serving   on   the   Community   Education  Advisory  Committee.  Residents 
are  welcome   to   attend   the  Advisory   Committee  meetings  which   are  held 
the   second  Monday   of   each  month   from   7:30   to   9:30  p.m.    at   the  Acton- 
Boxborough  Regional  Junior  High   School  Library.      New  residents  are 
encouraged   to   visit   the   Community  Education   office   located   in  the 
Junior  High   School   to    learn   of   the  different   opportunities  available 
through   Community   Education  Programs.      These   are   also  described   in  the 
Community   Education  Newspaper,    Interaction ,   which   is  made   available  to 
all  Acton  and   Boxborough   residents    through   the  mail.      For  further 
information   call   the   Community  Education   office   at  263-2607. 
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Educational  Reports 
Acton  Public  Schools 


Acton   School  Committee 

Term  Expires 


James   T.    O'Rourke   1977 

Anne  Ridley   1977 

Robert  Evans,    Chairman....  1978 

Norman  Lake   1978 

Francis   Joyner   1979 

Alice  Klemmer   1979 


Acton-Bo xborough 
Regional  District   School  Committee 

Term  Expires 


James   T.    O'Rourke   1977 

Anne  Ridley   1977 

Reginald   Brown   1977 

Robert   Evans   1978 

Norman  Lake,    Chairman....  1978 

Dennis  Kuipers   1978 

Francis   Joyner   1979 

Alice  Klemmer   1979 

Barbara  Hodess   1979 


The  Acton  School  Committee  holds   regular  meetings   on   the   first   and  third 
Thursdays   of   each  month,   and   the  Acton-Boxborough  Regional  District  School 
Committee  meets   regularly   on  the   second   and   fourth  Thursdays.      Both  groups 
convene  at   the  Acton-Boxborough  Regional   Senior  High  School  Music  Room  at 
7 : 30  P.M. 


Adminis  trators  Telephone 

Superintendent   of   Schools,   Raymond  J.    Grey   263-9503 

Assistant   Superintendent,   Gary  G.    Baker    263-9503 

Business  Manager,   Douglas  W.    Barrus   263-3403 

Head   Bookkeeper   and  Treasruer,   Priscilla  Felt    263-9503 

Principals:    Conant   School,   George  Lemire    263-7407 

Douglas   School,   Robert  C.    Conroy    263-2753 

GatesSchool,   James   Palavras    263-9162 

Merriam  School,   William  Sparks    263-2581 

McCar thy-Towne   School,   Parker  Damon    263-4982 

Junior  High   School,   Clifford  A.    Card    263-7716 

James  C.    Chace,   Vice  Principal    263-7716 

Senior  High  School,   Lawrence  McNulty    263-0210 

Donald  MacLeod,   Vice  Principal    263-7738 

Francis  Riley,   Vice  Principal   263-7738 

Coordinator   of   Pupil  Services,   Ruth  R.    Proctor    263-2492 

Coordinator   of  Fine  Arts,   Henry  W.    Wegiel    263-3562 

Coordinator   of   Buildings   and  Grounds,   Cornelius  M.    Casey    263-5272 
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TENTATIVE   SCHOOL  CALENDAR  1977-1978 


Reopening   of  Schools 
Martin   Luther   King  Day 
Winter  Vacation 
Good  Friday    (%  day) 
Spring  Vacation 
Memorial  Day 
Graduation 
Close   of  Schools 
Summer  Recess 
Reopening  of  Schools 


January   3,  1977 
January  15 
February  21-25 
April  8 
April  18-22 
May  30 
June  3 
June  20 

September  7 


Columbus  Day 
Veteran' s  Day 
Thanksgiving  Recess 
Christmas  Holidays 
Reopening   of  Schools 
Winter  Vacation 
Spring  Vacation 
Memorial  Day 
Graduation 


October  10 
November  11 
November  24-25 
December  26-30 
January  2 
February  20-24 
April  17-21 
May  29 
June  2 


NO   SCHOOL  SIGNAL 


2-2-2-2 

1-  1-1-1 

2-  2-2-2 


6:  30  A.M. 
7  :  15  A.M. 
7:00  A.M 


No   School  ABRSD   All  Day 

No  School  Acton  Public  Schools,  Grades  K-6  All  Day 
No   School  All   Schools   All  Day 


Announcements  aired  on:  WBZ  -  1030  AM  Dial;  WHDH  -  850  AM  Dial;  WCVB-TV, 
Channel  5;   WEIM  -  Fitchburg;    starting  at  6:00A.M. 

ACT0N-B0XB0R0UGH  REGIONAL  HIGH  SCHOOL 
CLASS  OF  1976 


Wayne  Adams 
Helen  A.  Alexander 
Jocelyn  B.  Alger 
Nathan  Reed  Anderson 
Mark  W.  Andrews 
Randall  R.  Anway 
Catherine  A.  Autio 
Ronald  Bachrach 
Jane   E.  Balmforth 
Rebecca  L.  Barlow 
Andrew  P.  Barnaby 
Kathleen  Patricia  Barnes 
Heidi  J.  Barrett 
Nancy  M.  Beaudoin 
Michael  J.  Beausoleil 
John  C.    Becker,  IV 
Deborah  L.  Beckes 
John  C.  Beddoe 
Kathleen  Diane  Bennett 
Daniel  W.  Berger 
Janet  E.  Bergeron 
Alice  C.  Berlan 
Judith  M.  Berlied 
Michael  D.  Bernstein 


Ronald  Bessette 
David  M.  Blodgett 
Eric  Blomendale 
Charles  Frederick  Bohl 
David  J.  Boothby 
Kendra  L.  Bowker 
Bonnie  L.  Boyden 
Virginia  Brinkman 
Kimberlee  A.  Brown 
Roy  Owen  Browne 
Bonnie  Alice  Brunton 
Elizabeth  R.  Bunker 
Gary  A.  Burns 
Robert  Burns 
Lisa  Cacciapaglia 
Colin  Glenn  Campbell 
Jeffrey  P.  Campbell 
Linda  A.  Carbutt 
Timothy  Carell 
Robert  J.    Carney,  Jr. 
Bruce  Carr 
Cathryn  Carr 
Patrick  E.  Casey 
Alan  Cash 


Gordon  R.    Cash,  Jr. 
Thomas  W.  Cavooto 
Janet  E.  Ceglowski 
David  Centauro 
Brian  Chambers 
Carol  Anne  Chaney 
Kathleen  Marie  Cleary 
John  A.    Coane,  Jr. 
Lynne  Cochrane 
Priscilla  M.  Coffey 
James  R.  Collmer 
Patricia  Comperchio 
Lynn  A.  Corrigan 
Michael  Costello 
Jeanne  Marie  Coughlan 
Kathleen  A.  Counihan 
Garry  R.  Crane 
Bruce  Cranna 
Robert  P.    Cronin,  Jr. 
Greg  Crowell 
Crhis   C.  Cullinane 
Melody  J.  Cunningham 
Keith  R.E.  Daigle 
Carl  S.  Dale 


186 


Michael  Dargin 
Susan  M.  Darlington 
Paul  R.  Dauphinee 
Charles  Davis 
Shelley  A.  Dayton 
Vickie  DeCosta 
Deborah  A.  Delaney 
Mark  A.  Deloury 
Dawn  M.  DeSimio 
Bruce   E.  Deveau 
Timothy  Devik 
Margaret   e.  Devine 
George  A.  DiMase 
Bruce  Dixon 
Kenneth  Dodson 
Pamela  Joyce  Dowling 
Patrick  M.  Doyle 
Brian  N.  Driscoll 
Kevin  Thomas  Dudley 
Julie  Margaret  Dudziak 
John  P.  DuPont 
Mara  M.  Edwards 
Timothy  Emmons 
David  C.  Erickson 
Mark  E.  Erkkinen 
Elyse  Etling 
John  K.  Evans 
Gary  H.  Fischer 
Richard  Fleming 
James  Flynn 
Edit  Foldessy 
Ellen  Foster 
Debra  Friedgen 
Mary  E.  Friend 
David   C.  Froberg 
Barbara  Fultz 
Giles  M.  Gallant 
Anthony  Galluzzo 
Christine  Gatwood 
Michelle  Gaudettte 
Cathy  L.  Gerhardt 
Marjorie  S.  Gervin 
Katherine  Glennon 
Nancy  Glewwe 
Steven  Goller 
Allison  Gonzalez 
Nina  Kay  Gravette 
Lynne  A.  Gregory 

Raymond  P.  Grey 


Brian  Grieder 
Tracy  Grieder 
Petra  Grimes 
Douglas  Grotheer 
David  Guba 
Judith  A.  Guidoboni 
Lynne  L.  Gundersen 
Jill  Hagy 
Robert   J.  Haller 
Maureen  B.  Halloran 
Heidi   S.  Hamke 
Sarah  Jane  Hamraan 
Charles  M.  Hancock 
Kevin  Harrington 
Carol  A.  Harris 
Lynne  Hartwell 
Scott  Hartwell 
Steven  C.  Hartwell 
John  C.  Harunkiewicz 
Josiah  Hatch 
Arthur  Paul  Hennessey 
Janet   E.  Hentschel 
Kurt  A.  Hesch 
Karen  L.  Hess 
Nancy  C.  Heustis 
Robert  F.  Heyner 
Craig  A.  Hibbard 
David  Hill 
Susan  Hill 
David  D.  Hillman 
Judith  E.  Hinds 
Thomas   E.  Hochard 
Blake  G.  Hodess 
Howard  Holaday,  Jr. 
Suzanne   C.  Holway 
Matthew  T.    E.  Hone 
Lisa  Hooper 
David   S .  Hoopes 
Robert   E.  Hopke 
Gail   S.  Hopkins 
Geraldine  Hryniewich 
Gretchen  W.  Huebsch 
Tammy   R.  Huff 
Tyna  L.  Hull 
Valerie  Humphreys 
Leslie  Humphries 
Philip   C.    Hunt,  Jr. 
Kevin  D.  Hunter 

Jo-Anne  F.  Hynes 


Rebecca  M.  Imhoff 
Derek  Jackson 
Mark  F.  Jackson 
Carol  A.  Jacque 
Judith  A.  Jameson 
Mark  F.  Jarvis 
Rebecca  Jolley 
Jeannette  Jones 
Keith  D.  Jones 
Jo  Ellen  Joyal 
Louise  Alice  Marie  Joyal 
Frederick  P.    joyce,  Jr. 
David  C.  Kadison 
Howard   S.  Kangas 
George  J.    Kashuha,  Jr. 
Brian  W.  Keane 
Edward   S.  Kelley 
John  P.  Kelley 
Ann  Marie  Kelley 
Robert  W.    Kendall,  Jr. 
Anne  M.  Kennedy 
Robert   B.  Kennedy 
Terry  C.  Kicelemos 
Donna  L.  Kneeland 
Jeffrey  S.  Koonce 
Deanna  S.  Kotell 
Hendrik  R.  Krabbendam 
Chris  Kreidermacher 
Kathryn  Kress 
Cynthia  M.  Krusen 
Deborah  M.  Kuipers 
Randy   S.  Lantz 
Virginia  F.  Layton 
Lawrence  M.  LeGault 
Cynthia  A.  Lemere 
Annmarie  P.  Leone 
Philip   R.  Licari 
Douglas  Litchfield 
Gail  L.  Lombardo 
Matthew  W.  Long 
Allison  Look 
Lori  Lowry 
James   K.  Ludden 
Michael  T.  Lyons 
Ann  Therese  MacDonald 
Jeannette  M.  MacDonald 
Richard  MacDonald 
Rob  Roy  MacGregor 

Faith  E.  MacLennan 
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Laura  Madison 

Jill  Nicholson 

Nancy  A.  Sandock 

Gary   B.  Hahar 

Sally  Jane  Noftle 

Joy   Sanf  ord 

Margo  Kendrick  Mahoney 

Thomas   E.  O'Brien 

Stephen  C.  Sawisch 

Thomas   P.  Mahoney 

H.    John  0 ' Donoghue , I I I 

Luanne  Scammon 

Timothy  L.   Mahoney, III 

Gary  E.  Oldenburg 

Charles  Schaefer 

Cynthia   J.  Major 

Diona  M .  Orio 

David  Schaeffer 

Katherine   E.  Marks 

Stephen  J.  Ormsby 

David   R.  Scherer 

Michael  Marsh 

Teresa  Panetta 

Matthew  M.  Schroeder 

William  E.   Martin,  Jr. 

Carole  A.  Pappas 

Brenda  Jean  Scully 

Daniel  M.  McCluer 

Richard  H.  Parkes 

Karin  Seatter 

Erin  Anne  McDonald 

David  A.  Pedersen 

Michelle  Sedileau 

Kevin  McDonald 

Thomas   G.  Penniman 

Elizabeth  D.  Shackford 

Stephen^  McGinty 

Scott  W.  Perry 

Joy  Shaeffer 

Robbin  M.  McGowan 

Barbara  Peters 

Christopher  W.  Sheehan 

John  R.  McGrath 

Carla  H.  Peterson 

Kathleen   E.  Sheerin 

Sean  M.  McGuinness 

Stephen  G.    Peterson,  Jr. 

William  Christopher  Shippen 

Carolyn  Mcllhatten 

Caroline  J.  Phillips 

Jon   L.  Shuttle 

Maureen  McLaughlin 

Thomas  Pierre 

David   H.  Smith 

Rose  Anne  McMahon 

Scott  R.  Platine 

Julie  Smith 

Robert   W.  McNeish 

Jeanne  L.  Plitt 

Lisa  K .  Smith 

James   V.  McPadden 

Russell  M.  Porter 

Ann  Snook 

Bette  D.  McPherson 

Jeffrey  R.  Powell 

Anne  Frances  Spencer 

John  McQueen 

Karl  L.  Priest 

Kathryn  L.  Stewart 

Patricia  Meleedy 

Pamela  J.  Quist 

Robyn   E.  Stiefeld 

Margaret  P.  Mercurio 

Wendy  Quosig 

Virginia  M.  Stokinger 

John  Metzger 

Sharon  Racicot 

William  P.  Teleford 

Leslie  Marie  Meyer 

William  R.  Read 

Deborah  A.  Thompson 

Sandra  Milton 

Sheila  Refoy 

Donald  T.  Thompson 

Carol  A.  Mitrano 

Brian  J.  Regan 

Kathleen  A.  Tiernan 

Michael  G.  Monter 

Ellen  L.  Reichle 

Bobbie  J.  Tolley 

Nancy  Moore 

Donald   T.  Regan 

Kim  M.  Tompkins 

Elizabeth  M.  Moretti 

Daniel   J.  Reid 

Faye   B.  Trachtenberg 

James  F.  Moroney 

Susan  M.  Renaccio 

Joseph  A.    Tremblay,  III 

Michele  Anne  Morris 

Karen   E.  Reid 

Jacqueline  Yvonne  van  Bosse 

William  H.  Morris 

Robena  G.  Reid 

Martha  Van  Winkle 

Ronald  A.  Morrison 

Donna  R.  Richardson 

Michelle  A.  Varno 

Stephen  C.  Morse 

John  C.  Robbins 

Lynn  C .  Veazey 

James  R.  Munroe 

Linda  Robinson 

Angela  Marie  Vieira 

Steven  M.  Murphy 

Andrew  D.  Roscoe 

Paula  K.  Vigliotti 

Christy  A.  Murray 

Ron  Rouillard 

Susan  R.  Volkmann 

David   C.  Murray 

David   C.  Roy 

Mary  Catherine  von  Jess 

Diane  Musick 

Jeffrey  W.  Royle 

Christine  A.  Waite 

Jeanne  M.  Nadeau 

Patti   A.  Rundlett 

Lynne   E.  Walker 

Cheryl  A.  Nelson 

Vincent  Russo,  Jr. 

Timothy  Wall 

Eric  H.  Nelson 

Katherine  E.  Ryan 

Ellen  Wallace 

Mark  B.  Nelson 

Mary  Ryan 

Clifton   J.  Walsh 

Owen  J.  Neville 

Joyce  Ann  Salzmann 

Cynthia  Ward 

Victoria  M.  Newcombe 

Karen  R.  Sanderson 

Patricia  M.  Ward 
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Stephen  Waterhouse 
Donald   W.  Watson 
Daniel  Weier 
Robert  A.    Welch,  Jr 
Debra  A.  Wells 


Kristen  P.  Whittle 
Gus   Gerard  Widmayer 
Richard  Wirtenson 
David   F.    Wood,  Jr. 


Douglas  P.  Worthley. 
William  M.  Wright 
Susan  Yancey 
Daniel  M.  Young 
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Regional  School  District 

Treasurer's  Report 

Balance,   June   30,    1975  $  580,969.08 

Receipts,  7/1/75-6/30/76: 

Town  of  Acton  $  3,  264  ,622.  00 

Town  of   Boxborough   290,343.00 

State  Aid   for  Construction   490,  121.03 

Transportation  Reimbursement   205  ,  750.  83 

Rentals   8,149.29 

Chapter   71,    s.    16D   457,809.99 

Occupational  Education,    Ch.74,    S.    9   155.25 

Chapter   766    163,417.51 

Miscellaneous    7,736.91 

Federal  Tax    435,423.04 

State  Tax   130,097.  64 

Teachers'    Retirement    125,440.71 

County  Retirement    24,032.44 

T  eachers'    Insurance    1,211.19 

Tax  Annuities    41,935.02 

M.T.A.    Credit  Union    46,207.54 

Acton  Education  Association    17,237.59 

Blue   Cross/   Blue   Shield    11,926.54 

Group   Life   Insurance    2,480.31 

Title  II  -   Library   3,262.  28 

Title   II   -  Mathematics   2,539  .  75 

Title   I   -   P.    L.    874    60,  790.  71 

Title   IV-B,    P.    L.    93-380    1,169  .  36 

Title  VI  -   P.    L.    89-313    39  .  67 

Title  III,   P.    L.    89-10    52  ,038.00 

Occupational  Education,   P.   L.    92-318    260.00 

Civil  Rights,    Title   IV   50.00 

Distributive  Education,    //C00P-375    465  .  75 

Summer   School    5,170.00 

ABRHS   Library    115.97 

Community  Education    44,618.36 

School  Athletic  Fund    8,491.69 

School  Lunch  Fund    182,308.68 

Interest    15,940.89 

Tailings    1,544.45 

Surplus  Revenue   43.90 

Total  Receipts  $  6,102,947.29 


Total 


$  6,683,916.37 
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Disbursements,    7/1/75   -  6/30/76: 

Estimated  Receipts    $ 

Federal  Tax   

State  Tax   

Teachers'  Retirement   

County  Retirement   

Teachers'  Insurance   

Tax  Annuities   

M.T.A.    Credit  Union   

Acton  Education  Association   

Blue   Cross/Blue  Shield   

Group  Life  Insurance   

Maintenance   and  Operation   

Roof  Repairs   

Fire  Loss  Fund   

Construction   

Title   II   -  Library   

Title  II   -  Mathematics   

Title  VI   -   P.    0.  89-313   

Title   III   -   P.    L.  89-10   

Occupational  Education,   P.    L.  92-318   

Distributive  Education,  //COOP-375   

Summer  School   

Community  Education   

School  Athletic  Fund  Receipts   

School  Athletic   Fund  Appropriation   

School   Lunch  Fund   

Interest   on  Debt   

Payment   on  Principal   


2 

447. 

02 

453 

,423. 

04 

146 

,767. 

04 

123 

,682. 

48 

24 

,016. 

04 

1 

,  247  . 

65 

40 

,476. 

52 

46 

207. 

54 

17 

,499. 

59 

11 

,938  . 

04 

2 

,501. 

33 

3,999 

,322  . 

25 

3 

,285  . 

69 

6 

844. 

33 

7 

,992  . 

40 

3 

,113. 

44 

2 

,539. 

58 

260. 

94 

49 

414  . 

62 

339. 

31 

3 

001. 

78 

5 

100. 

00 

41 

,  129  . 

36 

43  . 

72 

92 

,588. 

51 

190 

,863. 

58 

152 

792. 

50 

655 

000. 

00 

Total  Disbursements 


$  6,065,838.30 


Balance,    June   30,  1976 


618,078.07 


Total 


$  6,683,916.37 


Priscilla  Felt 
Treasurer 
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Mlnuteman  Regional  Vocational  Technical  School  District 


Acton  -   Charles   E.  Courtright 
Arlington  -  Rico  A.   Merluzzo,  Chairman 
Belmont  -   Henry  L.    Hall,  Jr. 
Boxborough  -   John  J.  Shimkus 
Carlisle  -  Kenneth  L.  Bilodeau 
Concord  -   Lydia  A.  Smith 
Lexington  -  Richard  F.  Zeoli 


Lincoln  -  Ruth  W.    Wales,   Vi ce-Chai rman 

Stow  -   George  C.  Cormier 

Sudbury  -  Alfred   C.   Cron  (Resigned) 

Lawrence  A.  Ovian 
Wayland  -  Frederich  L.  Heinrich 
Weston  -  Albert  V.B.   Kelsey  (Resigned) 

Annette  DiStefano 
Superintendent-Direct or- and  Secretary 

Ronald  J.  Fitzgerald 


1 .     Comprehensive  Educational  Opportunities 

The  Minuteman  Regional  Vocational  Technical   School   offers  educational 
opportunities   that  are  among   the  most  comprehensive  in  our  state.  Students 
spend  alternate  weeks  in  academic  and  occupational  studies.     The  academic 
program  emphasizes  basic  skills  by  doubling  academic  week  periods   in  English, 
certain  mathematics   courses,   and  other  selected  areas.      Students   can  elect 
college  preparatory  science,   business  courses,   a  foreign  language,  and 
extra-curricular  activities  from  athletics  to  dramatics.     Art  and  music 
programs  have  been  proposed  for   1977-78.      Occupational  study  covers 
exploration  and  major  concentration  in  the  areas   shown  in  Table  I 
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TABLE    I   -   OCCUPATIONAL    STUDY   OPPORTUNITIES   AT  MINUTEMAN 


CAREER 
CLUSTER 


MAJOR  AREAS 


NATIONAL   EMPLOYMENT   OUTLOOK  FOR  SELECTED 
OCCUPATIONS  FROM   1974  TO   1985    (Primary  data 
source  --   Occupational  Outlook  Handbook, 
1976-77  Edition)  


BUILDING          1  &  2  Carpentry  and 

TRADES  Cabinetmaking 

3.  Plumbing 

4.  Electrical 


Carpenters  -  Demand  fluctuates   from  year  to 
year  and  by  region.     However  job  oppor- 
tunities should  be  plentiful  over  long  run 

Plumbers  -  Employment   opportunities   are  ex- 
pected to  grow  faster  than  the  average  for 
all  occupations.      NOTE:   Average  employ- 
ment  increase  projected  for  all  occupa- 
tions in  the  1974-85  period  is   20.3  per- 
cent. 

Electricians  -  Employment  opportunities  are 
expected  to  grow  faster  than  the  average 
for   all  occupations. 


COMMERCIAL 
SERVICES 


5   &   6  Culinary  Arts 
and  Hotel  Management 

7.  Distributive 
Education 

8.  Horticulture 


Cooks  and  Chefs  -  Employment  is  expected  to 
increase  faster  than  the  average  for  all 
occupations . 

Retail   Salesworkers  -  Employment  opportun- 
ities  are   expected   to  increa  se   at  about 
the   average   rate.      The   retail   trade  will 
continue   to  be  an  excellent   source   of  job 
opportunities   for  high  school  graduates. 

Horticulture  workers   -  While  agriculture  is 
a  growth  industry,   jobs  for  non-profess- 
ional workers  are  decreasing  in  numbers. 
The  best   opportunities   require  either 
professional   training  or  specialization 
in   such  areas   as   nurseries,  greenhouses, 
floral  design,    etc.      For   example,  demand 
for  floral  designers  will   increase  faster 
than   the   average   rat  e. 


ELECTRONICS  9. 


10 


12 


Electronic 
Technician 
&   11.    Repair  and 
Service  including 
Computer  Repair 
Computer 
Programming 


Electronics  Manufacturing  Workers  -  Employ- 
ment  is   expected   to   increase   faster  than 
the  average  rate   over   the   long  run. 
Periodic  fluctuations   in  opportunities 
may  occur. 

TV  &  Radio  Repairers  -   Employment  opportun- 
ities  are   expected   to   increase   faster  than 
the  average   rate.      Work  opportunities 
should   be   steady   and  not   subject  to 
changes   in   the  economy. 
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CAREER  NATIONAL  EMPLOYMENT  OUTLOOK  FOR  SELECTED 
CLUSTER      '  MAJOR  AREAS  OCCUPATIONS   FROM   1974  TO  1935  


Computer  Service  Technician  -  Employment  is 
expected   to  grow  much  faster   than  the 
average  rate. 

Computer  Operators  and  Programmers  -  Employ- 
ment opportunities  will  rise  faster  than 
the  average  rate    (as  opposed  to  the  demand 
for  keypunch  operators  which  will  decline.) 


GRAPHICS         13.   Printing  Press  Operators  -  Employment  opportunities 

14.  Commercial  Art  should  increase  at  the  average  rate.  The 

15.  Drafting  outlook  for  web-offset  press  operators 

will  be  particularly  good. 

Commercial  Artists  -  Employment  should  grow 
at   the  average  rate  but  persons  with  only 
average  ability  or   little  specialized 
training  will  face  keen  competition  for 
beginning  jobs. 

Drafters  -  Employment   opportunities  will 

increase  at  faster  than   the  average  rate. 
Holders  of  associate   (2-year)  degrees 
will  have  the  best  job  prospects. 


Health  Aides  -  Employment  opportunities  are 
expected  to  increase  much  faster   than  the 
average  rate.      The  options  of  continuing 
to  advanced   training  for  nursing  or 
technician  positions   should  remain  viable. 

Child  Care  Workers  -  Because  of  population 
trends,   competition  for  positions  in  this 
field  will  be  keen.     However,   study   in  the 
area  can  be  useful  for  many  occupations. 

Cosmetologists  -  Employment  is  expected  to 
grow  at  the  average  rate.     Many  openings 
should  be  available  for  part-time  as  well 
as   full-time  work. 


METAL  19.   Welding  Welders  -  Employment  opportunities  are  very 

FABRICATION  20.    Sheet  Metal  good,   increasing  faster  than  the  average 

21.  Machine  Shop  rate. 

22.  Autobody  Sheet  Metal  Workers  -  Employment  opportunities 

should  increase  at  the  average  rate.  Job 
openings  are  subject   to  fluctuations  in 
construction  activity. 


HEALTH  16.   Health  Aide 

OCCUPATIONS   17.   Child  Care 
18.  Cosmetology 
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CAREER                                                                 NATIONAL  EMPLOYMENT   OUTLOOK  FOR  SELECTED 
CLUSTER  MAJOR  AREAS  OCCUPATIONS  FROM  1974  TO  1985  

Machinists  -  Employment  opportunities  should 
increase  at   the  average  rate.     There  will 
be  an  emphasis  on  a  demand  for  skilled 
maintenance  machinists. 

Autobody  repairers  -  Employment  opportunities 
should  increase  at   the  average  rate.  Job 
opportunities  are  steady  and  not  affected 
greatly  by  economic  conditions. 


POWER 

23 . 
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1  a  o  L.  t:  I      1. 11  all     1 11  e     SL  V  c  1  <d  g  c     1  d  L  fc:  ,  especially 

(proposed) 

in  air-conditioning  and  refrigeration 

27. 

App llances 

mechani  cs . 

(proposed) 

Industrial  Machine  Repairer  -  Opportunities 

are  expected  to  increase  much  faster  than 

the  average  rate. 

Appliance  Repairer  -  Opportunities   are  expec- 

ted to  increase  at  the  average  rate. 

TECHNOLOGY 

28. 

Instrumentation 

Instrument  Repairer  -  Job  opportunities  are 

29. 

Public  Safety 

expectdd  increase  faster   than  the  average 

30. 

Packaging 

rate,   especially  in  the  petroleum,  chem- 

(proposed) 

ical  and  medical  supply  industries. 

31. 

Plastics 

Public  Safety  Worker  -  There  is  an  increasing 

(proposed) 

emphasis  on  protective  services.  Advanced 

training  at   the  community  college  or 
college   level  is  needed  for  advancement 
to  higher  level  positions. 


Packaging  and  Plastics  Workers  -  Job  oppor- 
tunities vary  by  location.     Very  attractive 
opportunities  appear  to  be  available  for 
persons  who  can  set  up   and  repair  pack- 
aging machines  in  this  area. 


The  Boston  area  employment  outlook  is  not  identical  to  the  national  out- 
look.    For  example,   construction-related  opportunities  are  currently  limited 
in  the  Boston  area.     More  specific  information  on  regional  employment  oppor- 
tunities is  available  in  the  Minuteman  guidance  office.      The  broad  range  of 
offerings   at  Minuteman  combined  with  realistic  examination  of   the  job  market 
can  help  any  student  to  prepare  for  a  more  successful  life. 
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Learning   By  Doing   For  All  Students 


The  Minuteman  School   is   dedicated   to   the  belief   that   all   students  learn 
more  by  doing   than  by   simply   looking   or  listening. 


Some   of   our   students  plan   to  continue   their   education  in  community  colleges, 
four-year   colleges,    or  other   advanced  programs   after   greducation  from  Minuteman 
Whether   they  plan   to   continue   studies   or  not,    all   of   our   students   are  prepared 
to   select   a  career   in  which   they   can  find   enjoyment   and   success.     Many  high 
school  and   college   graduates   drift   into   careers  without   the   opportunity  for 
informed  choice.     Minuteman  helps   students,    including   those  who  have 
previously  graduated  from  non-vocational  high  schools,    to   avoid   that  "drift" 
and   to  develop  marketable  skills   for  both   full  and  part-time  employment. 
These  skills  will  be   certified   at   graduation  by  such  statements  as: 


This  graduate   is   able  to  

  identify   symbols   and   information   found  on  blueprints. 

  weld  movable  and   stationary  pipe  with   the   stick  rod  method. 

  determine   the  minimum  gas  pipe  size   for  gas  installations. 

  design  a   logic   equivalent   diagram  of   a  motor   control  circuit 


During   1976, the  Minuteman   staff   has   concentrated  on  designing  methods 
of  measuring   results   of   learning  by  doing   in  both  academic  and  vocational 
courses.      Such  measurement   is  part   of   our  accountability   to   the  public. 
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3 .  School  Committee  Changes 

Two   School  Committee  members  resigned   in  1976: 

a.  ALFRED  C.    CRON   served  as   the   original  Sudbury  member   of   the  School 
Committee  from  April   22   of   1971  through  June   16,    1976.      He  was 

the   first   and   only   chairman   of   the  Minuteman  Building  Committee 
and   also   served  as  vice-chairman  and   then  chairman  of   the  School 
C ommi 1 1 ee . 

b.  ALBERT  V.    B.    KELSEY   of  Weston  served   from  May   16,    1972,   until  his 
resignation  on  June   16,    1976.      His  work  included  membership   on  the 
Superintendent-Director   Search  Committee,    the   Policies  Sub-Committee 
and   the  Education  and  Curriculum  Sub-Committee. 

Two  new  members  were   appointed   to  fill   the  unexpired   terms   of   the  members  who 
resigned.      LAWRENCE  A.    OVIAN   is  now  the  member   from   Sudbury,   and  ANNETTE 
DISTEFANO   is   the  new  Weston  member.      In  July   of   1976,   RICO  A  MERLUZZO  of 
Arlington  was   elected   chairman  of   the  Committee,   and  RUTH  W.    WALES   of  Lincoln 
was   elected  vice-chairman.      The  Committee  appointed  Superintendent-Director 
RONALD   J.    FITZGERALD   as  secretary. 

4 .  A  Year   of  Growth 

1976  was   a  year   of   growth  in  population  as  well   as  programs  for  the 
Minuteman  School.      In  October   of    1975,    our  enrollment   included   727  students 
from  member   towns,    9  METCO  students   and   2   tuition  students   in   addition  to 
part-time  participants   in  our   late   afternoon  and  evening  programs. 
Enrollment  has  increased  over   32%   in  one  year   as   shown  in  Table  II: 


TABLE  II  —  ENROLLMENT  ON  OCTOBER  1,  1976 


GRADE 

9 

GRADE 

10 

GRADE 

11 

POST-GRADUATE 

TOWN 

Girls 

Boys 

Girls 

Boys 

Girls 

Boys 

Girls 

Boys 

TOTAL 

Acton 

9 

26 

7 

29 

6 

31 

0 

1 

109 

Arlington 

37 

68 

24 

58 

22 

70 

1 

0 

280 

Belmont 

1 

15 

4 

30 

4 

32 

0 

0 

86 

Boxborough 

3 

3 

3 

5 

4 

8 

0 

0 

26 

Carlisle 

0 

3 

2 

4 

0 

4 

0 

0 

13 

Concord 

1 

9 

6 

13 

6 

18 

0 

0 

53 

Lexington 

9  29 

9 

24 

10 

65 

1 

4 

151 

Lincoln 

3 

4 

2 

11 

1 

7 

1 

0 

28 

Stow 

6 

13 

3 

14 

2 

7 

0 

0 

46 

Sudbury 

4 

28 

9 

18 

6 

31 

0 

0 

96 

Way land 

8  11 

2 

13 

10 

25 

0 

0 

69 

Weston 

0 

3 

0 

2 

0 

3 

0 

0 

8 

SUB- TOTAL 

81 

212 

71 

221 

71 

301 

3 

5 

965 

METCO 

0 

0 

6 

3 

0 

0 

0 

0 

9 

TUITION 

1 

8 

0 

7 

0 

4 

0 

0 

20 

TOTAL 

82 

220 

77 

231 

71 

305 

3 

5 

994 

233  girls  +  761  boys  =  994  students  +  those  in  part-time  afternoon  and  evening  programs 


197 


This   growth  will   contine   with    the   addition   of   a   senior   or   grade  12 
class   in   1977-78  and  with   implementation  of   a  $37,000   Federal  grant  intended 
to   increase  vocational   service   through   the  use   of   adjunct   teaching  sites 
located   in  nearby  industries   and  stores. 


4 .      Quality  with  Economy 

Although   a   large  machine   shop    classroom   costs   more    to   operate   than  a 
chalkboard   classroom,   Minuteman  provides   strong   occupational   training  and 
solid   academic    education  within   a   reasonable   budget   as   compared  with  other 
regional  vocational  technical   schools   in   the   state.      Table   III   shows  the 
initial  program  budget   for   1976-77   and  related  district   assessment  to 
member   towns.      Table   IV  provides   a  summary  of   operating  budget  expenditures 
for   the   1975-76     school  year.      The  District   is   converting   from  the  expen- 
diture budget   format  used   in   1975-76   to   the  program  budget   format  summarized 
for   1976-77   to  provide   citizens  with  more   specific   indormation  on  how  funds 
are  used. 
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TABLE  III  —  MINUTEMAN  OPERATING  BUDGET  FOR  1976-7  7 


PROGRAM 


INITIAL  BUDGET 


SUMMARY  AND  ASSESSMENT 


INSTRUCTION 

01     Building  Trades 


02    Commercial  Service 


03  Electronics 


04  Graphics 


05    Health  Instruction 


06    Metal  Fabrication 


07  Power  Mechanics 


08  Technology 


09    Afternoon  Courses 


21  Communications 

(English  &  foreigh  language) 


22     Human  Relations 
(social  studies) 


23  Math 


24  Science 


26     Physical  Education 


Business  Instruction 


3 1     Driver  Educal  ion  &  0 S HA 


32    Adul t  Kriucat i  on 


51     Instructional  Resource  Ctr 


52     Pupil  Support  Services 

 (special  ed. , guidance , heal t h) 


71     Principal's  Offices 


72     Curriculum  Support 


73     Comouter  Services 


74     Student  Activities 
(Dean ' s  Off i ce) 


$  24,100 


15,603 


23,84  3 


49,228 


9,  509 


19,696 


16,349 


9,900 


12,920 


6,755 


10, 537 


26,30b 


125 


,08 


1  0,  50^. 


34 ,4b7 


44  400 


23,362 


1  ,052 


13,160 


528 


CENTRAL  ADMINISTRATION 

7  5     School  Committee 

12,683 

76    Superintendent's  Office 

2  . 14  5 

77     Plamiing-Eva  luat  ion  Office 

2,912 

OTHER  SERVICES  and  CHARGES 

78     Business  Operations 

130,939 
including  all 
insurance 

79  Transportation 

302 ,020 

80  Cafeteria 

3,7  50 

81    Operation  &  Maintenance 
of  Building 

377,503 

82     D^bt  Management 

-0- 

90  Salaries 

1  .947,625 

TOTAL 

$3,186,069 

EXPENDITURES 


A.     Operating  Total    =  $3,186,069 


Construction 

(1)  Debt 

(2)  Interest  = 


$1,300,000 
417,900 


NOTE:     Additional  expenditures  may 
be  authorized  on  the  basis  of 
receipts  of  special  grants  on 
revenues . 

ANTICIPATED  RECEIPTS 

C.  Construction  Aid  =  $1,103,135 

D.  Other  State  Aid  =      $  600,000 

E.  Special  Revenues  =     $  258,227 

NET  ASSESSMENT  TO  MEMBER  TOWNS 
computed  as   (A+B)   -  (C-t-D+E) 

<9  Q/.7  ao7      assessed  as  follows: 


TOWN 

%  . 

OPERATING;  CAPITAL 
  1   

TOTAL 

Acton 

11.417 

$265,770  $  70,187 

'$335,957 

Arlington 

24.347 

566,760 

149,676  716,436 

Belmont 

10.729 

249,754 

65,958  1  315,712 

Boxborough 

2.888 

67,228 

17,754 

84,982 

Carlisle 

1.375 

32,008 

8,453 

40,4bl 

Concord 

6.877 

160,086 

42,278 

202, 3 64 

Lexington 

17.194 

400,249 

105,703 

505,952 

Lincoln 

2.751 

64,039 

16,912 

80_,951 

Stow 

4.402 

102,471 

27,062 

129,533 

Sudbury 

9.216 

214,534 

56,657 

271,191 

Wa viand 

8.116 

188,928 

49,895 

238,823 

We  s  t  on 

.688 

16,015 

4,230 

20,245 

TOTAL 

100% 

2,327,842 

[ 

$614,765 

2,942,607 
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TABLE   IV   -  MINUTEMAN   REGIONAL   VOCATIONAL   TECHNICAL   SCHOOL  DISTRICT 
Actual  Expenditures   July   1,    1975  -  June   30,  1976 


Salaries 


Contracted 
Servi  ces 


Supplies 


Other 


TOTAL 


1100   School  Committee     $  5,181 

1200  Superintendent- 
Director  83,292 

2100   Supervision  - 

Evening  31,015 

2200  Principal's   Office  30,332 

2300  Teaching  656,337 
SPED  208,659 

2400   Text  Books 
SPED 

2500  Library  38,835 
2600  Audio  Visual  9,900 
2700  Guidance  45,328 
2800  Psychological  40,000 
3100  Attendance 

3200  Health   Services  6,750 
3300  Transportation 
SPED 

3400  Food   Services  6,831 

3500   Student  Activities 

4110  Custodial  Services  70,130 

4120  Heating   of  Building 

4130  Utility  Service 

4220  Maintenance  of 

Building  12,776 
4230  Maintenance  of 

Equipment 
5200  Insurance 
6000  Community  Service 

Occupational 

Evening   Program  6,185 

Other   School  Programs  

TOTAL 


(D$ 


$1,251,551 

Encumbered  Funds: 

(1)   Adult  Ed  Survey 

(€)    B . U . Consultent  Service 

(3)  Data  Processing  Service 

(4)  Workshops 


33,217  $ 


26  ,  728 


516 


$   3,576     $  42,490 


6  ,  127 


13,635 

(3)  25,007 
21 ,  054 

(4)  159 , 146 

25 , 167 


12,221 
643 


(2) 


600 
253, 107 
2,040 


23,927 

9  ,508 
1,  392 


845 


3,938 

67,971 
217,469 

10,573 


7  ,  706 
21,149 
8,994 
18  ,074 
81 
11 


47 


65 , 103 
90 


5,034 


129 , 782 

56,022 
51,  386 
815 ,483 
233,826 
12  ,221 
643 
46,541 
31,049 
54  ,  322 
58,074 
81 
8  ,206 
253,107 
2,040 
6,831 
3,938 
94,057 
67,971 
217 ,516 

32,857 

1,392 
65,103 
90 

6,185 
5,034 


$350,519     $320,303     $   373,874  $2,296,247 


$  2,500 
3  ,450 
10 , 206 

 200 

$  16,356 


(1100  Acct) 

(2700  Acct) 

(2100  Acct) 

(2300  Acct) 


200 


Finances 
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Board  of  Assessors 

Richard  W.   Remmy,  Chairman 

During   1976   the   Board   of   Assessors  held   regular  meetings   on   the  first 
Tuesday   of   each  month   at   4:40  P.M.,    in  addition   to   a  number   of   Special  Meetings 
All   townspeople   are   invited   to   these   open  meetings   at   any   time   to  discuss 
any  problems   relative   to   their   assessment.      There  were   thirty-three  Real 
Estate   applications   for   abatement  filed,    twenty-six  were   refused   and  seven 
were   acted  upon. 

This  past  year   the   Board  signed   a  contract  with   the  Accu-Rate   Co. ,  of 
Boston   to  do   a  computerized  valuation  program  from   the   existing   real  estate 
property  cards.      This  program  will  allow   the   Board   to   equalize   the  assessments 
as  mandated  by   the   State   Supreme   Court.      The  program  is  now  almost  complete 
with  a  great   deal  of   field  work  and   record   checking  having  been  done   to  assure 
correctness   of   the   information  in   the  computer.      Acton   is   the   first   town  in 
the  Commonwealth   to  enter   into   such   a  program  and  by  doing   so   the   Town  has 
saved   a  considerable  sum  of  money. 
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Many   towns   are  now  following  Acton's   lead  but   are  paying   three   or  four 
times   as  much   to   implement   the   same   program.      The   Board  feels   that  Ralph 
Dodge   and  his  people  have   done   an  outstanding  job   in  breaking  ground  for 
the  betterment   of   the  Town. 

The   Board  of  Assessors   had  a   representative  member   on   the  newly-formed 
Conservation  Easement   Committee.      This   Committee  was   formed   to   explore  ways 
to   offer   tax   relief    to   owners   of    larger  parcels   of    land,    and   in   light  of 
the   requirement   to  assess   all  property  at   100%   of  market   value.      It  will  be 
proposed   that   if    the  property   owner   signs   an   agreement  with   the  Town   to  leave 
the   land   in  its  natural   state,    a   tax  abatement  will  be   granted,    in  proportion 
to   the  amount   of    time   agreed  upon.      The  Easement   Committee  will  be  presenting 
i  a  program   to   the  Town,   with   the   Board's  approval. 


204  Financial  Report 

Town  Treasurer  &  Tax  Collector 

Daniel   J.    Breslin,  M.B.A. 

Section   "A"      REPORT   FOR   THE  FISCAL   YEAR   ENDED   JUNE    30,  1975 

Section   "B"      REPORT   FOR   THE   FISCAL   YEAR   ENDED   JUNE   30,  1976 

Section  "A"   -    1975  Fiscal  Year 

The   first   year   in   any   constitutional   appointed   office   is   usually  more 
difficult   for   any  new   incumbent  not   familiar  with   the  prevailing  systems 
employed  by   the  municipality   she   or   he  may  join.      Such  was   the    case  when 
in  May,    1975Wm.    Henry   Soar   commenced  his  well  earned   retirement   and  I 
assumed  his   office   of   Town  Treasurer   and   Tax  Collector.      The  financial 
report  which  by   law   is   required   to   appear   in   the   annual   town  report   for  the 
fiscal  year    (which  ended   on  June   30,    1975)   was   prepared   too   late   for  inclu- 
sion and   only   a  very   limited   quantity  were  distributed   at   the   1976  Annual 
Town  Meeting.      In  order    to  preserve   a  degree   of   financial   continuity   for  my 
term  in  office   it   appears  best   that   the  1975  Fiscal  report  be   included  in 
this   1976  Acton  Annual   Report    to   satisfy   the   statutory   requirements  for 
that  year. 


The  report  was   as  follows: 

Report  for  the  Fiscal  Year  Ended  June  30,  1975 

General  Fund  Summary: 


Cash,    as   of   July   1,  1974 


%  Amount 


Demand  Deposits  78  $1,749,658. 
Saving  Accounts  15  321,941. 
Investments   7  150  ,000 . 

Available  for  Operations  100%  $2,221,599. 

Add: 

General  Fund  Receipts    (transfers   eliminated)  11  ,  147  ,  574 . 

Total  Available  Funds  $13,369,173. 
Less: 

Fiscal  Year  Disbursements   as  per   Selectmen1 s 

Warrants  (transfers  eliminated)  (11,720.674.) 
Cash  -  as   at   June   30,  1975 

%  Amoun  t 

Demand  Deposits  32     $  525,650. 

Savings  Accounts  1  22,849. 

Investments  67         1  ,  100  ,000 . 

Total  Cash   as   at   June   30,1975        100%  $  1,648,499. 
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Treasurer's  Comment: 


At   the   start   of    the  Fiscal   year   22%   of   available  general   funds  were 
working   for   the   town.      At    the   close   of   Fiscal   1975   the  Town  Treasurer 
employed   68%  of   available   funds   to  earn   added  income. 

As   a  very  general   rule   of    thumb,    available   cash   should   be  maintained 
to   sustain   one  month   of   cash  requirements. 

Depending   upon  money  market   conditions,    town  money   is  at  work  either 
in  short   term  cerfificates   of   deposit   or   in  savings    institutions  at 
interest.      During   the   1974-1975  year   certificates  were  more  attractive 
than   savings   deposits.      At   this   time    (April    1976)    the   opposite   is  true, 
and   in  addition,    the   cloudy   and   dangerous   financial   status   of    the  economy 
is   such   that   the   present   Treasurer   prefers   insured    (up    to   $100,000.  per 
account)    savings   accounts.      Until   such   time   as   the   spread  widens,    the  risk 
is   too  great   for   any   small   advantage   other   investment  may   offer.  Public 
funds   are  a  public  trust. 

As   a  matter   of   public   interest,    the   general   fund   cash    (circa  $300,000.) 
of   the    town  on  March   31,    1976  was   exceedingly   low,   due   in  part   because  of 
the   time  of   the  year,   as  well  as   the   failure  of   the   State   to  disburse  the 
"Cherry   Sheet"  money. 

The   $400,000.    transferred  from  free  cash  at   the  May,    1975  Town 
Meeting  has  brought   us   very   close   to   the  point   of   borrowing   in  anticipation 
of  May,    1976   tax  payments.      Our  accellerated  effort   to  collect  overdue 
tax  bills,    among   other   factors  has   permitted  us   to   avoid  borrowing  for 
current  needs.      The   $10,000.    provided   in  the   1975-1976   town  budget  for 
interest  expense  will  not  be  used  and  will  be  available  for  more  productive 
use. 


Your  new  Town  Treasurer  and  Collector  would   like   to  take   this  oppor- 
tunity  to  publicly  thank  those   in  the  Treasurer-Collector   office  for 
their  dedicated   service   to   the  Town: 


Helen  Arsenault  -  Demand  and  Warrant  Clerk 

Margaret  Cox  -  Principal  Clerk  -  Office  of   the  Collector 

Iris  McNutt  -  Principal  Clerk  -  Office   of   the  Treasurer 

Fred  Perry  -  Deputy  Collector  and  Constable 


We  are  all  aware   that  much  improvement   in  service  and  methods  are 
very  much  needed.      We  are  working  hard   in  this  direction  and  we  are  con- 
fident  that   the  continued   cooperation  given  us  by  other  Town  Officers  and 
Departments  will  enable  us   to  achieve  what  we  know  the  good  townspeople 
of  Acton  expect  and  deserve. 
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The   following   detail  presents  more   specific   data   as   to   the   source  of 
receipts  which   constitute   the   $11,147,574.    revenue   to   the   town  during  the 
1975   fiscal  year,    the   status   of   our   bonded  debt,    and   the  balances   of  the 
Town's   Trust   and  Agency  Funds,    and   general   comment   concerning  unpaid  taxes 
and      town  administration. 

TOWN   OF  ACTON 
Receipts  For  The  Fiscal  Year   Ending  June   30,  1975 
(By   Source  -  Nearest  Dollar) 


Local  Taxes: 

Personal  Property  &   Real  Estate 
Tax  Title  Redemption 
Farm  Animal  Excise 
Forest  Products 

From   State  Local  Aid 
Income,    Corporate  &  Sales 
School  Aid 

Total  Taxes: 


$  6,983,092. 

566. 
237  . 
386  . 


$  6,984,281. 


$  25,987. 
1,664,872. 


1,690,859 


$  8,675,140 


Licenses   &  Permits: 

Alcoholic  Beverages 
Building  Department 
Fire  Department 
Health  Department 
Police  Department 
Se lec  tmen 

Total   Licenses   &  Permits 


17  ,715. 
8,726. 

62. 
7  ,  559  . 
1,790. 
2 , 195 . 


38,047 


Grants   &  Gifts: 

Federal  Revenue  Sharing: 

Entitlements 

Income  Earned 

Total  Revenue  Sharing 

Public   Law  874  -  School 

Total  Grants  From  Federal  Government 


195 , 123. 
10, 946. 


$  206,069. 
 31  ,  288. 


237, 357 


Grants   From  State: 

Transportation  -  School 
Vocational  Education 
Building  Assistance 
Disadvantaged 


237,583 
454 
112  ,044 
12, 454 
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Highways 
Conservation 
Library  Aid 
Other 

Total  Grants  From  State 

Grant  From  County  Dog  Fund 

All  Other  General  Revenue 

Streets  &   Sidewalk  Assessments 

Motor  Vehicle  Excise  Privilege 

Departmental  Revenue: 

Se lec  tmen 

Collec  tor 

Assessors 

Clerk 

Public  Works 
Planiing  Board 
Appeals  Board 

Sealer,   Weights   &  Measures 
Public   Health  Nursing 
Highway 

Veterans  Services 
School  Tuitions 
School  Rentals 
School  Lunch  Program 
Library  -  Citizens 
Library  -  Wilde  Memorial 
Recreation 
Rental  Property 
Youth  Commission 
Bicentennial  Commission 
Conservation  Commission 
Cemetery  -   Sale  Lots 
Cemetery  -  Care  Lots 
Cemetery  -  Miscellaneous 

Total  Departmental  Revenue 

Interest  Received 

On  Deposits 

On  Taxes 

On  Investments 

On  Trust  Funds 

On  Bond  Premium 

Total   Interest  Received 


$  89,362. 
186,917. 

8,253. 
143.726. 

790,793 
2,473 
13,063 
1,917 
768,868 


75. 
2,892. 

191. 
3,280. 
234. 
119. 
450. 
433. 
15,973. 
3,485. 
1,276. 
10,682. 
4,436. 
127,028. 
171. 
6,510. 
34,468. 
790. 

7,964. 
21,493. 
1,650. 

923. 
5.217. 

249,740 


7,864. 
13,979 
30,482. 
71,966. 
158. 

124,449 
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Trust  Funds; 

Perpetual  Care 
Other   Public  Trust 

Total  Trust 


$  70,047. 
106,450. 


176.497. 


Refunds  From  Vendors 


40,501. 


Total  General  Fund  Receipts: 
(transfers  eliminated) 


$  11,147.574 


The  source  of   the  revenue  which  is  required  to  maintain  the  many 
functions  of   town  service  was  derived  from  three  main  groups. 

In  Fiscal  1975   it  was  as  follows: 


70%  from  Local  Taxes 

25%  from  Federal,   State  &  County  Aid 
5%  from  Town  Oper  ations 


$  7,755,066. 
2,726,254. 
666,254. 


100%  Town  Revenue 


Fiscal  1975 


$  11,147,574. 


BONDED  TOWN  DEBT 

The  following  consolidated  schedule  reflects  the  fonded  town  debt 

as  at  June  30,  1975. 

All  principal  and  interest  payments  have  been  made  when  due: 


Interest  Rate  Original 
and   Bond   Issue  Bonded 
Town  &  Lower   Schools  Only  Amount 


Unpaid  Unpaid  Total 

Principal     Interest  Bonded 
Balance         Payments  Liability 


3.6%  Merriam  School 

3.6  Merriam  School 
3.5  Douglas  School 
4.1     Gates  School 

5.7  Cnnant  School 
5.7     D.P.W.  Building 
4.4     D.P.W.  Building 

6.0     Fiscal  Cycle  _ 
Original  Bnnded  Amount  $ 
Unpaid   Principal  Amount 
Unpaid   Interest  Amount 
Town  Liability  on  Bonds  


$  600,000. 

240,000. 

725,000. 
1,145,000. 
1,625,000. 

265,000. 

320,000. 

315.000. 


$  90,000. 
30,000. 

385,000. 

725,000. 
1,285,000. 

125,000. 

255,000. 

210,000. 


4,860.     $  94,860. 


1,620. 
74,113. 
190,958. 
583,823 
13,823. 
22,110. 
18.900 


31,620 
459,113 
915,958 
1,868,823 
138,823 
277 ,100 
288.900 


5,235,000. 


$  3,105,000. 


$  910,207. 


$  4.015.207. 
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Bonding  Authorized  for  1975-1976 

Conservation  Land,    Sanitary  Landfill 

and  Septic  Disposal  Area  $  407,000. 

Railroad  Property  Parking  Land  25,000. 

McCar thy-Towne  Renovations  & 

Additions  750,000. 


Rate 


Term 


(5%) 
(3. 15%) 


5  Years 
1  Year 


(4%  partial)  Open 


$1, 182 ,000. 


ACTON  TRUST  FUNDS    ....    JUNE   30,  1975 


Trust         Name  of  Fund 
Fund  (To  each  Trust  Account 

Number       the  word  "Fund"  should 
be  added) 


Restricted 

Principal 

Amount 


Unexpended  Total 
Income  Fund 
Amount  Amount 


T- 

1 

Acton  Hieh   School  Librarv  $ 

4,000. 

$       172 . 

$  4,172. 

T- 

2 

Acton  Firemen's  Relief 

9.570. 

13,885. 

23 , 455 . 

X- 

3 

Ceorce   T .    Ames  Cemeterv 

465 . 

219 . 

684 . 

T- 

X 

A 

At*  1  pf  fp    Ann  1  pva  f  d  Hpnipfprv 

2  000 

714 

2  714 

T- 

X 

s 

oc  is  y    i  x  •     uaix    w  11  a  l  i  u  y 

in  09 s 

17  849 

27  944 

T- 

X 

f, 

f  o  m  o  f  nrv     P.OY'n.Q^ii.al  PflT*A 
v  cue  Lei  y     rci|JcLUai     vaL  c 

XHH  ,  \J  O  \J  . 

7  7  R?R 

I    1    y    O  Z.  O  • 

t  4  1  j  7UO  • 

T- 

7 

A        R       Ponant"    Vfltni  1  v    Pomp  f-  prv 
a  •     xi  •     v..  u  11  a  ii  l     r  aiux  i  y     ocuic  lci  y 

X  )  u vu . 

SQfi 

T- 

8 

1Q75   Celebration  Committee 

A  J    1    _/         W  C        C         1.   d    L   1  U  U        W  l_/  ill  111  -1-    (■   Km  G  w 

1.494 

1  494 . 

T- 

X 

Q 

^nnoPf  vaf^  on    P  r>  m  m  "!  c  c  i  on 

^UUDClvaLlUll  UUUllUlOOXUU 

9  5  056 

9  5  056 

T- 

10 

Y\  y          R  nKpT  t"      T          Havi  Q  r,OTT!Of"OT"\7 
U  L    •       I\  V_J  U  C  i-   L      X.           d  V  X  o      bCUlCtCl  y 

X  ,  V/  V/  \J  . 

5  70 

1    57  0 

T  — 
1 

A  J. 

nf  a  >*  f*  pt           ■             Tl  A      tti  /*\  n  n       f1  A  Tt\  A  4"  A  v*  i / 

nartoa   o.    uesiona  uenieiery 

J  ,  u  u  u  . 

6  **ft 

^    A  ft 

T- 

12 

Elbridge  Jones  Robbins  Cem. 

1,000. 

206. 

1,206. 

T- 

13 

Elbridge  J.   Robbins  Cemetery  Lot 

1,500. 

521. 

2,021. 

T- 

14 

Capt.   Robbins  Cemetery  Lot 

2,500. 

1,057. 

3,557. 

T- 

15 

Ethel  R.   Robbins,   Fred  L. 

Robbins  &  Ames  Mem. 

21,210. 

8,815. 

30,025. 

T- 

16 

Elizabeth  M.   White,  Charity 

25,000. 

11,765. 

36,765. 

T- 

17 

Georgia  E.   Whitney  Mem.  Lib. 

&  Education 

15,000. 

7  ,123. 

22,123. 

T- 

18 

Georgia  E.   Whitney,  Charity 

14,074. 

520. 

14,594. 

T- 

19 

Georgia  E.   Whitney,  Cemetery 

1,500. 

1,154. 

2,654. 

T- 

20 

Frank  C.   Hayward,  Cemetery 

1,000. 

1,421, 

2,421. 

T- 

21 

Hoit  &   Scott,  Cemetery 

500. 

390. 

890. 

T- 

22 

Mrs.   Harry  O'Neil 

372. 

157. 

529. 

T- 

23 

Frank  R.   Knowlton  Cemetery 

1,000. 

621. 

1,621. 

T- 

24 

Luke  Blanchard  Cemetery 

2,419. 

1,089. 

3,508. 

T- 

25 

Henry  S.   Raymond  Monument  Care 

700. 

1, 126. 

1,826. 

T- 

26 

Henry  S.   Raymond  Cemetery 

2,000. 

1,810. 

3,810. 

T- 

27 

Susan  Noyes  Hosmer  Cemetery 

102,239. 

18,677. 

120,916. 

T- 

28 

The  Varnum  Tuttle  Memorial 

10,000. 

10,906. 

20,906. 
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T-29  J.  Roland  Weatherbee  Cemetery  $  10,000.  $  11,134.  $  21,134 
T-30  Wilde  Memorial  Library  & 

Education  27,985.  9,756.  37,741 
T-31   Sarah  Albertie  Watson, 

Cemetery  2,500.  1,703.  4,203 

T-32  West  Acton  Fireman's  Relief    1,989.  1,989 

T-33  Carrie  F.   Wells,   Cemetery  3,000.  2,551.  5,551 

T-34  Jenks  Family  Cemetery  47,074.  5,570.  52,644 

T-35  Mary  E.    Smith,   Cemetery  2,000.  166.  2,166 

T-36   Ernest  Clifton  Jones   Cemetery  1,000.  44.  1,044 

T-37  Acton  Youth  Program  21,074.  809.  21,883 

T-38  Acton  Historical  Society    18,663.  18,663 

T-39  Acton  Stabilization     1,  762  .  1,762 

Restricted  Principal  Amount         $  491,857. 
Unexpended   Income  Available 

Expenditure  $  330,526. 
Total  Trust  &   Special  Purpose 

Funds   $   822  ,  383 


ACTON  AGENCY  FUNDS  JUNE   30,  1975 


Agency 

Account 

Number 

A-100     The  Heirs   of   William  Livingstone 
A-101     The  Heirs  of  Harriet  Davis 
A-102     The  Devisees  of   Evelina  White 
A-103     The  Heirs   of  Amassa  Davies 
A-104     Abraham  Katz   &  Ruth  G.  Katz 
Agency  Totals 


Original 

Interest 

Total 

Agency 

Income 

Agency 

Amount 

Added 

Amount 

$           365.  $ 

53. 

$  418. 

2,551. 

371. 

2,922. 

8,948. 

1,302. 

10,250 

9,130. 

1, 329. 

10,459. 

57,925. 

57  ,925  . 

$     78,919.      $   3,055.        $  81,974. 


COMMENT : 

The  Town  of   Acton  Trust   &  Agency  Funds,   which  on  June   30,    1975  were 
in   the   total  amount   of   $904,357.    are  maintained   in   savings   account  pass- 
books  and   savings   certificates  with  but   one  small  exc-ption.      Contained  in 
Trust  Fund  No.    30  Wilde  Memorial  Library  &   Education  Fund   there  is   a  $1000. 
Railroad   Bond  wSich   is  worthless  and  will  be  written  off   upon   the  next 
state  audit.      When  securities   are  received   into  a   trust   fund,    they  should 
be   immediately   sold   to   establish  a   true  market  value. 

Fourteen   (14)    savings   institutions   in  the  greater   Boston  area  hold 
the   trust   and  agency  money  for   the  Town  Treasurer. 
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The   three   largest   custodians  as  of   June   1975  were: 

Circa 

Assabet   Institution  for   Savings   -  Acton  $  430,000. 

Middlesex  Institution  for  Savings  -  Acton  320,000. 
Cambridge   Savings   Bank  -   Cambridge  70  , 000 . 

90%  of   Trust   &  Agency  Money:  $  820,000. 


Much  of    this  money   is   tied  up   in   long    term   savings   certificates  and 
cannot   be  moved  without   loss   of   good   interest   income.      As   each  certificate 
does  mature,    diversification  will  be   seriously  considered.        The  Town 
Treasurer  has   examined   the   financial   condition  of   each  bank  holding  town 
funds   and   is   of    the   opinion  we  are   adequately  protected   at   this  time. 

TAXES  DUE   TO   THE   TOWN   OF  ACTON 

A  review  of   the  Town  Accountant's  Annual  Report  will  indicate  the 
very  serious  nature   of   the  past  due   tax  account  on  June   30,  1975. 

Substantial  publicity  has  been  given   to   this   subject   during  the 
1975-76  Fiscal  year  and  dramatic   improvement  will  be   in  evidence  upon 
the  report   for   June   30,    1976.      Many  public   thanks  must   be   expressed   to  my 
fellow  member     of    the  Acton  League   of   Women  Voters,    Bea   Perkins,    for  the 
unpaid,   volunteer   and  professional  work  she  did   for   the  Town  Collector  in 
organizing   the  Demand   and  Warrant   procedure   to  bring   into   the   Town  Treasury 
substantial  amounts   of   overdue   tax  payments.      Her  work  is  now  being  carried 
forward  by  a  person  being  funded  by  the  Federal  Government   under  the 
C . E . T . A .  program. 

The   annual   town  budget   is  predicated   upon   the   full   and   timely  collec- 
tion of   taxes   assessed.        The  methods  available   to   the  Collector   to  receive 
these   taxes   are  many  and   some  are  not  pleasant.      Every  resident   of  the 
town  does  benefit  when  each  pays   a  fair  share. 

Motor  Vehicle  excise  taxes  appear  to  present  the  most  problem  to  Acton 
residents.  If  you  receive  a  tax  bill  which  is  not  proper,  sale  of  the  car, 
traded  or  junked,  etc.,  immediately  contact  the  Town  Assessor  for  an  abate- 
ment and  follow  through  until  the  matter  is  settled.  The  Town  Collector 
cannot,  by  law,  make  such  adjustment  and  must  proceed  for  collection  of  all 
committed   tax  bills. 
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TOWN   TREASURER   &   COLLECTOR   -  CONCLUSION 

The   finances   of    the  Town  of   Acton  were   last   reported   to   the  people  of 
this   town   for   the  year   ended  December   31,    1972,    at  which   time   the  General 
Fund  Cash  was  reported   to  be   $761,003.     After   two  and   one-half   years  the 
General  Fund   Cash  has   grown   to  be   $1,648,499.    or   an   increase  during  the 
period  of   $887,496.      This,    to  me  at   least,   indicates   that   something  must 
be   right   about   the  people  who   have   served   and   governed   this   truly  charming 
and  handsome  New   Endland   colonial   town.      The  Town   Selectmen,    the  Finance 
Committee,    the   School   Committee,    the   Town  Officers   and  Department  Heads 
and   all  of    the  paid   and   unpaid    town  workers   are   to  be  complimented. 

I   did  not   originally   intend   to  prepare   a   financial   report   for   the  year 
ended   June   30,    1975.        The  work  which  my  predecessor,   Mr.    Wm .    Henry  Soar, 
did   for   the   larger  part   of    1975  made   the   accomplishment   possible.  The 
transition  from   a   calendar   year   to   a   fiscal  year   and   the  simultaneous 
introduction  of   double   real   estate   tax  payments   placed   a  burden  upon  him 
that   only   a  very   few   can  appreciate.      This   initial   report   from  Henry's 
replacement   is   hopefully   accurate   and   complete   and   represents   fairly  the 
financial   conditions   as    they   existed   on  June   30,  1975. 


Daniel  J.  Breslin 

Town  Treasurer   &  Collector 

April   12,  1976 
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Report  for  the  Fiscal  Year  Ended  June  30,  1976 


General  Fund  Summary 


Cash,    as   at  June   30,  1975 


32%  Demand  Deposits  $  525,650. 

1%  Demand  Deposits  at  Interest  22,849. 
67%   Certificates   of  Deposit  1 , 100 , 000. 


Total  General  Fund  Cash 
Add: 

1976  General  Fund  Receipts 

(Service   transfers  eliminated) 
Total  Available  Funds 
Less  : 

1976  Disbursements  As   Per   Selectmen's  Warrants 

Cash  -  As  At  June   30,  1976 

30%  Demand  Deposits 

70%  Demand  Deposits  At  Interest 

Total  General  Fund  Cash 


$  1,648,499. 
15,512,744. 


$  17,161,243. 
(15,108,248. ) 


$  616,087. 
1, 436,908. 


$  2,052,995 


Money  at   interest  and  working  for   the  Town  of  Acton  at   Fiscal  year  end 
for  the  past  three  years  was: 

-  On  June   30,    1974  was   22%   of   available  cash. 

-  On  June   30,    1975  was   68%   of   available  cash. 

-  On  June   30,    1976  was   70%   of   available  cash. 

It   is   interesting   to  note   that   of   the   $616,087.    in  unproductive 
demand  deposits   as   at  June   30,    1976   that   $461,459.    constituted  uncollected 
transit   funds   received   too   late  in  June   to  utilize   for   income  producing 
purposes.       Most  of   that   amount  being   State   and  Federal  distributions 
received  upon  June   30,    1976.      If   these   funds  had  been  received   on  July  1, 
1976   the  money  at   interest   and  working   for   the  Town  of  Acton  would  have 
been  at   90%   of   available  funds. 


Actual  tax  collections,   however,    are   the   true  barometer   of   cash  flow 
on  the  positive   side   for   any  municipality  regardless   of   size   or  budget. 
During   the  calendar  year   1975   these  amounted   to   $7,936,102   and  during  the 
calendar  year   1976  we   collected   $9,122,002.    from  real  estate,  personal 
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property,  motor  vehicle  excise  and  miscellaneous  other  taxes  and  fees. 
This  increase  of  $1,185,900.,  or  15%,  more  available  money  is  the  single 
most  important  factor  which  permitted  us  to  avoid  going  into  the  money 
market  to  obtain  funds  in  anticipation  of  tax  receipts.  We  have  been 
able  to  handle  the  large  cash  drains  upon  us  from  the  Acton-Boxborough 
Regional  High  School,  the  Minuteman  Regional  Technical  High  School,  the 
Middlesex  County  and   State  Assessments  with   town  generated  money. 

In   the  event   that   the  K-ll   full  regionalization   is  voted  affirmatively 
by   the   Boxborough  and  Acton  residents  a  new  balance  in   cash  posture  will  be 
established  which  will   alter  our   short   term  borrowing   stance.      Our  major 
difficulty  being   that   the  bulk  of   our   tax  revenue   is   received  on 
November   1  and  May   1,   while   the   Selectmen's   expenditures   are  fairly 
constant   from  July   1st   to  June   30th.      The   quantity  of   free  cash  available 
to   the   treasurer   each  year   largely  decides   the   amount   of   interim  borrowing 
needed   to   sustain  operations. 

As   indicated   in  our   fiscal   1975   report,   we  abandoned   the  use  of 
certificates   of   deposit   as   a  means   of   general  fund   investment   in  favor 
of   higher  yielding,   more   liquid  and   insured   regular   savings  accounts. 
In  hindsight,   which   always  has   20-20  vision,    our   financial  plan  has 
worked   to   our  best   advantage.        Rates   upon  certificates   of   deposit  have 
dropped  below  those  we  did   enjoy  upon   savings   accounts.      All  indications 
are  that   this   situation  will  prevail  for   a  while   longer  but  with  savings 
bank  rates   dropping   to   a   tier  just   slightly  above   those  available  elsewhere. 

In   the  matter   of   Acton  Trust  Fund   investments   it   is   important  to 
report   one   significant   change   of   financial  posture.      The   schedule  which 
follows   shows   that   total  principal  and  unexpended   income   stood  at 
$855,325.    on  June   30,    1976.      This   is  a  net   increase  after  new  principal 
additions,    trust  fund   income   received   and   authorized   trust   fund  expen- 
ditures  during   the  year   of    $32,942.      Based  upon   the  balance  of  funds 
available   for   investment   on  June   30,    1975   of   $822,383.    income  received 
during   the   1976   fiscal  year   of    $63,356.    represents  a  yield   of    7.7%,  many 
(cir ca-f or ty )    term  deposit   accounts  with  a  face  value  of   just  under 
$500,000.   with   stated   interest  rates   of   from  6-3/4%   to   7-3/4%  with 
maturities   from  October   1977   to  May   1981.      Many,    about   $160,000.  face 
value,   will  mature  during   the   1977-1978  fiscal  year.      No  one   can  project 
what   the  money  market  will  provide   at   that  time. 

During   the   1975-1976   fiscal  year  we   established   one   relatively  small 
($27,500.)    position  in  a   common   stock  for   the  Cemetery  Perpetual  Care 
trust   fund.      To   our  knowledge   this   is   the   first   equity  venture  with  Town 
Trust  Funds   into   common  stocks.      In  June,    1976  we  purchased   500  shares 
of  American  Telephone    (T)    at  just  under   $55.    a   share  upon  a  secondary 
distribution   (no   commission  charged),    based   upon  a  yield   of   just  under  7% 
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and  with   the  potential   for  market   appreciation,    this    legal   list   blue  chip 
appeared   qualified   for   inclusion  in   this   form  of    perpetual   trust  fund. 
It   is   probable   that    the   cash   divident  may   be   increased  which   in  turn 
would   increase   our  yield   on  cost   of   acquisition.      At   this  writing  (December 
1976)   we   enjoy  a   book  profit    of   about    $4,000.    on   this   investment.  This 
amount  will   change   upwards   and   downwards   over   a  period   of   years   and   it  is 
not   the   present   intention   of   your   Treasurer   to   assume   a   trading  position 
-  with   Town  Trust   Funds.      We   feel   that  Telephone  will   follow   the  course 
of    this   nation's   economy,    and  while  my   short    term    (1-3  years)    attitude  is 
bearish,    over    the   long   term  every  confidence   and   expectation   is  optimistic. 
The  basic   question  and   issue   for   consideration   is    this.      Should  we  consider 
common   equities   as    investment   vehicles   for   Trust  Funds?     We  know   that  they 
are  proper  and   legal  and  at   times  more  rewarding   than  more  conventional 
and   conservative  avenues   available   to  us   and  yet   the   risk  factor   is  always 
present.      Based  upon   these   reflections    it  would  seem  prudent   not   to  commit 
more   than   10%,    or   about    $100,000.    to   this   form  of    investment  media. 
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TOWN  OF  ACTON 
Trust  Fund  Accounts 
As  At  June  30,   1975  and  June  30,  1976 
 {In  Dollars)  

Name  of  Trust  Account 
Trust         (to  each  Trust  Account 

Fund  the  word  "Fund"  should  Principal  Unexpended  Account 
Number      be  added.)  Amount   Balance   Total 
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r  b  /U  • 

13, 

o  o  c 
885  . 

23  j 

A  C  C 

,  455  . 
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3 
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219. 
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T- 

4 
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714. 
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m 

T- 
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o 
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Capt. Robbins  Cemetery  Lot 

2 , 

,  bUU  . 
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,  b94 . 

T- 

19 

Georgia  E.  Whitney , Cemetery 

1  j 

r  500  . 
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T- 
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Frank  R.Knowlton,  Cemetery 
Luke  Blanchard,  Cemetery 
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T- 

26 

Henry  S.  Raymond,  Cemetery 
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1# 
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,000. 

2, 
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5, 
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T- 

35 

2, 
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2< 
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36 
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1, 

,000. 

44. 

1, 
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37 

Acton  Youth  Program 

21, 

,074. 

809. 
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883. 

T- 

38 

Acton  Historical  Society 

18, 

663. 

18, 

663. 

T- 

•39 

Acton  Stabilization 

1. 

762. 

1, 

762. 

T- 

■40 

James  E.  Kinsley 

TOTALS 


$491.857 


$330.526.  $822.383 
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Principal 
Changes 
+  (-) 

Income 

Received 

Amount 

Authorized 
Expenditure 
(Amount ) 

Principal 
Amount 

June  30, 
Unexpended 
Balance 

1976 

Account 

Total 
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$350,588. 

$855,325. 

Bonded  Debt 


During   fiscal   1976   and   the   first  half   of   the   1977   fiscal  year  all 
town   and   school   departments   contributed   a  wealth   of   valuable   input  to 
the  preparation  of   an  enlarged   official   financial   statement   necessary  to 
the   sale   of    the   $750,000.   McCar thy-Towne   School   Bonds   and   the  $118,000. 
Land  Acquisition  Bonds   voted  by  Acton  residents   at    town  meeting.  Because 
of   the   solid  financial  picture   of  Acton  which  this   amplified  report 
displayed  we  not   only  maintained   a   strong   "AA"  Moody's  Financial  Rating 
but  were   able   to   sell  our   bonds   at   a   4.20%   stated   rate   of   interest.  The 
liaison  work  in   the   preparation  of    this   official   statement  was   done  by 
the   capable  personnel   of    the  Local   Government  Advisory   Service  Department 
of   the   First   National   Bank  of   Boston  without  whose  help   results  may  not 
have  been  as   satisfactory.      So  very  many  people  contributed   time,  energy 
and   effort   to   this   project   that   to   single   out   any  would   fail   to  extend 
appreciation  to  all.      We  are   including   the  entire  official  financial 
statement   in   this   year's  annual  town  report    (by  photo-offset  process). 
Since,    it   clearly  transcends   all  direct   and   indirect  phases   of  your  town 
government   and   furnishes  many  valuable   items   of   information   in  one  source 
document  which   all   residents   should   have   available    to  them. 
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CERTIFICATE  CONCERNING  OFFICIAL  STATEMENT 

The  information  contained  herein  has  been  prepared  from  records  of  the  Town  of  Acton  and  from  various  other 
public  documents  and  sources  and  is  believed  to  be  accurate  as  of  the  date  hereof. 

The  information  and  expressions  of  opinion  herein  are  subject  to  change  without  notice  and  neither  the  delivery 
of  this  Official  Statement  nor  any  sale  of  the  bonds  described  herein  shall,  under  any  circumstances,  create  any  impli- 
cation that  there  has  been  no  change  in  the  affairs  of  the  town  since  the  date  hereof. 

To  the  best  of  the  knowledge  and  belief  of  the  Town  Treasurer  and  the  Town  Accountant,  this  Official  Statement 
does  not  contain  any  untrue  statement  of  a  material  fact  and  does  not  omit  to  state  a  material  fact  necessary  to  make 
the  statements  herein,  in  the  light  of  the  circumstances  under  which  they  were  made,  not  misleading.  If  requested 
by  the  winning  bidder,  a  certificate  to  this  effect  will  be  signed  and  furnished  at  the  closing. 

Bond  Counsel  are  not  passing  upon  and  do  not  assume  any  responsibility  for  the  accuracy  or  adequacy  of  the 
statements  made  in  this  Official  Statement  (other  than  matters  expressly  set  forth  as  the  opinion  of  Bond  Counsel) 
and  make  no  representation  that  they  have  independently  verified  the  same. 
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Notice  of  Sale 


The  Town  of  ACTON,  MASSACHUSETTS  will  receive  sealed  proposals  until  11:00  A.M.  (Eastern  Standard 
Time),  Wednesday,  December  1,  1976,  for  the  purchase  of  the  following  coupon  bonds  dated  December  1,  1976: 

$750,000  SCHOOL  PROJECT  LOAN,  Act  of  1948,  payable  $90,000  December  1,  1977,  $80,000  Decembe*  1, 
1978/1980  inclusive,  and  $70,000  December  1,  1981/1986  inclusive. 

$118,000  LAND  ACQUISITION  BONDS  payable  $28,000  December  1,  1977,  $20,000  December  1,  1978/1980 
inclusive,  and  $5,000  December  1,  1981/1986  inclusive. 

Bidders  are  to  name  one  rate  of  interest  in  a  multiple  of  1/8  or  1/20  of  1%,  and  must  bid  for  all  of  the  bonds 
offered  for  sale.  The  award  will  be  based  on  the  lowest  interest  rate,  and  if  two  or  more  bidders  name  the  same  lowest 
rate,  the  award  will  be  made  to  such  of  those  bidders  offering  the  highest  premium. 

The  bonds  will  be  non  callable  and  will  be  issued  in  bearer  form  in  the  denomination  of  $5,000  each  (with  the 
exception  of  3  bonds  at  $1,000  each  maturing  December  1,  1977),  with  a  single  coupon  attached  for  each  installment 
of  interest  thereon.  Interest  will  be  payable  semiannually  June  1  and  December  1,  beginning  June  1,  1977.  Both 
principal  and  interest  will  be  payable  at  The  First  National  Bank  of  Boston,  in  Boston,  Massachusetts.  There  will  be 
no  provision  for  registration. 

The  bonds  will  be  authenticated  by  The  First  National  Bank  of  Boston,  and  their  legality  approved  by  Palmer  & 
Dodge,  of  Boston,  Massachusetts,  a  copy  of  whose  opinion  will  be  furnished  the  purchaser  without  cost.  A  copy  of  the 
favorable  legal  opinion  (with  the  exception  of  its  date)  will  be  printed  on  the  b^ck  of  each  bond.  The  opinion  will  state 
in  part  that,  under  existing  statutes,  the  bonds  are  exempt  from  local  property  taxes  in  Massachusetts,  and  the  interest 
thereon  is  exempt  from  Massachusetts  personal  income  and  federal  income  taxes.  As  authenticating  agent,  The  First 
National  Bank  of  Boston  will  keep  the  original  opinion  and  copies  of  the  supporting  documents  at  its  Head  Office, 
100  Federal  Street,  Boston,  Massachusetts,  where  they  may  be  examined. 

In  the  opinion  of  Bond  Counsel,  the  bonds  will  be  valid  general  obligations  of  the  Town  of  Acton,  Massachusetts, 
and  all  taxable  property  in  the  town  will  be  subject  to  the  levy  of  unlimited  ad  valorem  taxes  to  pay  both  principal 
and  interest.  At  the  time  of  delivery,  the  purchaser  will  be  furnished  with  a  certificate  stating  that  no  litigation  is 
pending  or,  to  the  knowledge  of  the  signers  thereof,  threatened  affecting  the  validity  of  the  bonds  or  the  power  of  the 
town  to  levy  and  collect  taxes  to  pay  them. 

Proposals  must  be  sealed  and  addressed  to  Mr.  Daniel  J.  Breslin,  Treasurer,  Town  of  Acton,  Massachusetts,  c/o 
The  First  National  Bank  of  Boston,  Local  Government  Advisory  Service,  100  Federal  Street,  8th  Floor,  Boston,  Massa- 
chusetts, and  marked  "Proposal  for  Bonds".  A  bid  form  is  enclosed  for  the  convenience  of  bidders.  Bids  made  by 
sealed  and  delivered  telegram  will  be  accepted.  TELEPHONE  BIDS  WILL  NOT  BE  ACCEPTED.  Bids  must  be  un- 
conditional except  as  to  the  receipt  of  the  favorable  legal  opinion  mentioned  above. 

The  bonds  will  be  delivered  to  the  purchaser  on  or  about  Tuesday,  December  28,  1976,  at  The  First  National 
Bank  of  Boston,  100  Federal  Street,  Boston,  Massachusetts,  or  at  the  Chemical  Bank,  55  Water  Street,  New  York, 
New  York.  Additional  information  concerning  the  Town  of  Acton  and  these  bonds  is  contained  in  the  Official  State- 
ment dated  November  15,  1976,  to  which  prospective  bidders  are  directed.  The  Official  Statement  is  provided  for  in- 
formational purposes  only. 

Copies  of  the  Official  Statement  and  a  suggested  form  of  proposal  for  the  bonds  may  be  obtained  from  The  First 
National  Bank  of  Boston,  Local  Government  Advisory  Service,  100  Federal  Street,  8th  Floor,  Boston,  Massachusetts 
02110  (Telephone  617/434-4872).  Following  the  award  of  the  bonds  in  accordance  herewith,  a  reasonable  number  of 
copies  of  the  Official  Statement  will  be  available  from  The  First  National  Bank  of  Boston  upon  request  of  the  success- 
ful bidder  or  bidders. 

It  is  anticipated  that  CUSIP  identification  numbers'will  be  printed  on  said  bonds,  but  neither  the  failure  to  print 
such  number  on  any  bond,  nor  any  error  with  respect  thereto,  shall  constitute  cause  for  a  failure  or  refusal  by  the  pur- 
chaser thereof  to  accept  delivery  of  and  pay  for  said  bonds.  All  expenses  in  relation  to  the  printing  of  CUSIP  numbers 
on  said  bonds  shall  be  paid  for  by  the  issuer,  provided,  however,  that  the  issuer  assumes  no  responsibility  for  any 
CUSIP  Service  Bureau  charge  or  other  charge  that  may  be  imposed  for  the  assignment  of  such  numbers. 

No  bid  for  less  than  par  and  accrued  interest  to  date  of  delivery  will  be  considered,  and  the  right  is  reserved  to 
reject  any  or  all  proposals. 

Daniel  J.  Breslin,  Town  Treasurer 

November  15,  1976 
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Official  Statement 

of  the 
TOWN  OF  ACTON 
MASSACHUSETTS 

Relating  To 

$868,000 

GENERAL  OBLIGATION  BONDS 

The  purpose  of  this  Official  Statement  is  to  furnish  certain  information  about  the  Town  of  Acton  and  the 
$868,000  principal  amount  of  general  obligation  bonds  described  herein. 

THE  BONDS 

The  bonds  will  be  dated  December  1,  1976,  and  will  mature  annually,  without  option  of  prior  redemption,  as 
follows: 

$118,000  December  1,  1977,  $100,000  December  1,  1978/1980  inclusive,  and  $75,000  December  1,  1981/1986, 
inclusive. 

The  bonds  will  be  issued  in  coupon  form  payable  to  bearer  in  the  denomination  of  $5,000  (with  the  exception  of  3 
bonds  at  $1,000  each  maturing  December  1,  1977)  and  will  bear  interest  at  such  rate  that  is  determined  upon  their 
sale  in  accordance  with  the  Notice  of  Sale  dated  November  15,  1976.  Interest  on  the  bonds  will  be  payable  on  June  1, 
1977,  and  semiannually  thereafter  on  June  1  and  December  1  of  each  year,  up  to  and  including  December  1,  1986. 
Principal  and  interest  will  be  payable  at  The  First  National  Bank  of  Boston,  in  Boston,  Massachusetts.  Coupon  bonds 
may  not  be  exchanged  for  registered  bonds. 

USE  OF  PROCEEDS 

Proceeds  from  the  sale  of  this  issue  will  be  used  to  repay  an  equivalent  amount  of  bond  anticipation  notes  which 


have  funded  the  following  projects : 

Constructing,  originally  equipping  and  furnishing  additions  to 

the  McCarthy-Towne  Elementary  School    $278,000 

Reconstructing,  remodeling  and  making  extraordinary  repairs  to 

the  McCarthy-Towne  Elementary  School    $472,000 

Purchasing  land  for  conservation  purposes   $1 18,000 


The  land  purchase  is  part  of  an  active  conservation  program  in  Acton  and  is  the  initial  step  in  the  creation  of 
"Acton  Center  Park".  (See  page  20.)  After  the  present  issue,  $60,000  will  remain  authorized  for  an  additional  land 
purchase  to  complete  the  project.  Acton  has  made  application  for  State  Aid  (up  to  50%  of  approved  value)  under  the 
"Self  Help  Program"  through  the  Conservation  Services  Division  of  The  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts.  Final 
approval  has  not  been  received. 

The  school  reconstruction  and  addition  projects  are  running  on  schedule  at  the  present  time  and  no  additional 
costs  are  foreseen.  It  is  expected,  subject  to  annual  appropriation  by  the  State  Legislature,  that  State  School  Building 
Assistance  will  be  received  over  the  life  of  the  school  bonds.  This  project  has  been  approved  for  such  assistance  as 
follows : 

Estimated  Project  Cost  Estimated  Estimated 

(including  estimated  interest  on  bonds)  Grant  Rate  Grant 

$1,016,875  50%  $508,437.50 
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SOURCE  OF  PAYMENT  AND  REMEDIES 


The  bonds  are  general  obligations  of  the  Town  of  Acton  and  their  payment  is  not  limited  to  a  particular  fund  or 
revenue  source.  The  Massachusetts  statutes  direct  the  municipal  assessors  to  include  annually  in  the  tax  levy  for  the 
next  fiscal  year  "all  debt  and  interest  charges  matured  and  maturing  during  the  next  fiscal  year  and  not  otherwise 
provided  for  and  all  amounts  necessary  to  satisfy  final  judgments".  (No  provision  is  made,  however,  for  a  lien  on  any 
portion  of  the  tax  levy  to  secure  bonds  or  notes,  or  judgments  thereon,  in  priority  to  other  claims.)  In  the  opinion  of 
Bond  Counsel,  the  town  is  subject  to  suit  on  the  bonds  and  courts  of  competent  jurisdiction  have  power  in  appropriate 
proceedings  to  order  payment  of  a  judgment  on  the  bonds  from  available  funds  or,  in  the  absence  of  available  funds, 
to  order  the  inclusion  of  the  required  amount  in  the  next  annual  tax  levy.  In  excercising  their  discretion  as  to  whether 
to  enter  such  an  order,  the  courts  could  take  into  account  all  relevant  factors  including  the  current  operating  needs  of 
the  town  and  the  availability  and  adequacy  of  other  remedies.  The  Massachusetts  Supreme  Judicial  Court  has  stated 
in  the  past  that  a  judgment  against  a  municipality  can  be  enforced  by  the  taking  and  sale  of  the  property  of  any  in- 
habitant. However,  there  has  been  no  judicial  determination  as  to  whether  this  remedy  is  constitutional  under  current 
due  process  and  equal  protection  standards. 

The  bonds  being  issued  are  not  guaranteed  by  The  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts  or  any  other  entity. 

Massachusetts  statutes  also  provide  that  certain  water  and  sewer  receipts  may  be  used  only  for  water  and  sewer 
purposes  respectively  and,  accordingly,  moneys  derived  from  these  sources  may  be  unavailable  to  pay  bonds  and  notes 
issued  for  other  purposes. 

Water  and  sewer  bond  payments  would  not  be  included  in  the  tax  levy  to  the  extent  expected  to  be  paid  from 
non-tax  revenues.  Amounts  borrowed  temporarily  in  anticipation  of  bonds,  grants  or  current  revenues  would  be  simi- 
larly excluded  because  they  would  normally  be  expected  to  be  paid  from  the  anticipated  bond  proceeds,  grants  or 
revenues. 

State  distributions  may  in  some  circumstances  be  unavailable  to  pay  general  obligation  bonds  or  notes  of  the  town 
in  that  the  State  Treasurer  is  empowered  to  deduct  from  such  distributions  any  sums  due  and  payable  by  the  town  to 
the  Commonwealth. 

The  town  estimates  that  of  the  school  debt  to  be  outstanding  immediately  after  this  issue,  approximately 
$1,713,451  will  be  repaid  from  state  aid  for  school  projects  heretofore  approved.  Such  state  aid  payments  are  made 
pursuant  to  Chapter  645  of  the  Acts  of  1948,  as  amended,  and  are  subject  to  annual  appropriation  by  the  State  Legis- 
lature. Under  this  statute,  the  Commonwealth  agrees  to  provide  reimbursements,  applicable  to  principal  and  interest, 
at  a  fixed  rate  payable  in  equal  annual  installments  over  the  life  of  each  issue.  The  availability  of  these  aid  payments 
by  the  Commonwealth  to  the  town  may  be  affected  by  a  number  of  factors,  such  as  the  ability  of  the  Legislature  to 
change  the  reimbursement  rate,  willingness  of  the  Legislature  to  appropriate  funds  for  such  payments,  and  the  ability 
of  the  State  Treasurer  to  deduct  from  these  and  other  payments  any  sums  due  and  payable  by  the  town  to  the  Com- 
monwealth. Over  the  past  eighteen -month  period,  the  Commonwealth  has  encountered  financial  difficulties;  however, 
no  community  has  received  less  state  school  construction  aid  than  anticipated  as  a  result  of  these  difficulties. 

Enforcement  of  a  claim  for  payment  of  principal  of  or  interest  on  bonds  or  notes  would  also  be  subject  to  the 
applicable  provisions  of  Federal  bankruptcy  laws  and  to  the  provisions  of  statutes,  if  any,  hereafter  enacted  by  the  Con- 
gress or  the  State  Legislature  extending  the  time  for  payment  or  imposing  other  constraints  upon  enforcement  insofar 
as  the  same  may  be  constitutionally  applied. 


LITIGATION 

There  are  various  suits  and  claims  pending  against  the  Town  of  Acton,  none  of  which,  individually  or  in  the  ag- 
gregate, is  believed  to  be  material. 
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Debt  Information 


Bonds  and  notes  are  generally  authorized  on  behalf  of  the  town  by  a  two-thirds  vote  of  the  town  meeting.  Borrow- 
ings for  certain  purposes  require  state  administrative  approval.  Temporary  loans  in  anticipation  of  current  revenues 
and  certain  state  and  county  reimbursements  are  generally  authorized  by  majority  vote,  but  provision  is  made  for 
temporary  loans  in  anticipation  of  federal  grants  and  for  other  purposes  in  certain  circumstances  without  town  meeting 
authorization. 

The  general  debt  limit  of  the  town  consists  of  a  normal  debt  limit  and  a  double  debt  limit.  The  normal  debt 
limit  is  5%  of  the  valuation  of  taxable  property  as  last  equalized  by  the  State  Department  of  Corporations  and  Taxa- 
tion. The  present  debt  limit  is  $11,280,000.  The  town  can  authorize  debt  up  to  twice  this  amount  (the  double  debt 
limit)  with  the  approval  of  the  State  Emergency  Finance  Board. 

There  are  many  categories  of  debt  which  are  exempt  from  and  do  not  count  against  either  the  normal  debt  limit 
or  the  double  debt  limit.  Among  others,  these  exempt  categories  include  temporary  loans  in  anticipation  of  current 
revenues,  temporary  loans  in  anticipation  of  reimbursements  or  other  grants,  certain  school  bonds  and  sewer  bonds, 
and,  subject  to  special  debt  limits,  bonds  for  water,  electric  and  urban  renewal  purposes. 

The  general  debt  limit  applies  at  the  time  debt  is  authorized.  As  of  November  1,  1976,  the  additional  debt  which 
could  be  authorized  within  the  normal  5%  was  $10,429,904.  The  additional  debt  (including  the  foregoing  amount) 
which  could  be  authorized  within  the  double  debt  limit  was  $21,709,904. 


AUTHORIZED  UNISSUED  DEBT 

Not  including  the  present  issue,  the  Town  of  Acton  has  $221,000  authorized  but  unissued  Land  Acquisition 
Bonds.  Of  this  amount,  $60,000  is  for  additional  land  for  Acton  Center  Park,  and  the  balance  of  $161,000  is  for  other 
conservation  land  in  the  town.  It  is  not  expected  that  these  bonds  will  be  issued  in  the  near  future.  The  town  also  has 
$1,096  Land  Acquisition  Bonds  authorized  which  it  never  expects  to  issue. 


PROSPECTIVE  FINANCING 

The  Conservation  Commission  in  Acton  has  formulated  a  "Master  Plan"  for  conservation  of  land  in  the  town. 
The  Commission  is  considering  additional  financing  to  complete  the  plan  which  may  involve  the  town's  authorizing 
additional  debt  for  the  acquisition  of  land.  However  it  is  not  known  at  this  time  the  amount  that  would  be  required  to 
finance  these  acquisitions. 
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INDEBTEDNESS  (1) 

Acton's  indebtedness  as  of  November  1,  1976,  was  as  follows: 

Authorized  Outstanding 

Outstanding           but  unissued  after  sale  of 

as  of  11/1/76       as  of  11/1/76  (2)     present  issues  (2) 
GENERAL  OBLIGATION  BONDS:  1  J 

School (S)                                         $2,080,000  $2,830,000 

Land                                                     315,000              $222,096  433.000 

General                                                290.000                   -  290,000 

SUBTOTAL                          $2,685,000              $222,096  $3,553,000 

TEMPORARY  LOANS  IN 
ANTICIPATION  OF: 

Current  Revenue  (4)   $  25,000 

Bonds: 

School  (5)   750,000 

Land  (5)                                          118,000                   -  - 

TOTAL                               $3,578,000              $222,096  $3,553,000 

(1)  Excludes  overlapping  debt  (see  page  10)  and  unfunded  pension  liability  (see  page  10). 


Authorized 
hut  unissued 

after  sale  of 
present  issues 

$222,096 
$222,096 


$222,096 


(2)  "Authorized  but  unissued  bonds"  do  not  include  amounts  represented  by  outstanding  bond  anticipation  notes. 
"Outstanding  after  sale  of  present  issues"  does  not  include  bond  anticipation  notes  funded  by  these  issues. 


(S)  Of  the  total  school  debt  (principal  and  interest)  to  be  outstanding  immediately  after  this  issue,  it  is  expected  that 
$1,713,451.59  will  be  repaid  from  state  aid  for  school  projects  heretofore  approved.  Such  state  aid  payments  are 
made  pursuant  to  Chapter  645  of  the  Acts  of  1948,  as  amended,  and  are  subject  to  annual  appropriation  by  the 
State  Legislature.  Under  this  statute,  the  Commonwealth  agrees  to  provide  reimbursements,  applicable  to  princi- 
pal and  interest,  at  a  fixed  rate  payable  in  equal  annual  installments  over  the  life  of  each  issue.  The  availability  of 
these  aid  payments  by  the  Commonwealth  to  the  town  may  be  affected  by  a  number  of  factors,  such  as  the 
ability  of  the  Legislature  to  change  the  reimbursement  rate,  willingness  of  the  Legislature  to  appropriate  funds  for 
such  payments,  and  the  ability  of  the  State  Treasurer  to  deduct  from  these  and  other  payments  any  sums  due  and 
payable  by  the  town  to  the  Commonwealth.  Over  the  past  eighteen -month  period,  the  Commonwealth  has  en- 
countered financial  difficulties;  however,  no  community  has  received  less  state  school  construction  aid  than 
anticipated  as  a  result  of  these  difficulties. 


(4)  Maturing  November  19,  1976.  (See  footnote  (1),  page  8.) 


(5)  Maturing  December  31,  1976;  to  be  paid  from  proceeds  of  these  issues. 
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DEBT  —  FIVE  YEAR  PERIOD 


The  total  outstanding  indebtedness  of  Acton  at  the  end  of  each  of  the  last  five  fiscal  years,  excluding  overlapping 
debt  and  unfunded  pension  liability,  was  as  follows: 

GENERAL  OBLIGATION 

BONDS:  6/30/76  6/30/75             6/30/74  12/31/72  12/31/71 

General    $   385,000  $   590,000  $   695,000  $   245,000  $  305,000 

School    2,295,000  2,515,000          2,515,000  2,955,000  3,185,000 

Land    407,000  -                     -  -  - 

SUBTOTAL    $3,087,000         $3,105,000         $3,210,000         $3,200,000  $3,490,000 

TEMPORARY  LOANS  IN 
ANTICIPATION  OF: 

Current  Revenue    $  25.000(1) 

Bonds   650,000(2)  -  $   315,000  -  - 

TOTAL   $3,762,000         $3,105,000         $3,525,000         $3,200,000  $3,490,000 

The  following  additional  information  is  furnished  as  of  the  end  of  each  of  the  last  five  fiscal  years  with  respect  to 
outstanding  general  obligation  bonds  and  notes  (not  including  overlapping  debt),  other  than  temporary  loans  in  anti- 
cipation of  current  revenue: 

6/30/76  6/30/75  6/30/74  12/31/72  12/31/71 

Amount   $3,737,000       $3,105,000  $3,525,000        $3,200,000  $3,490,000 

Per  Capita  (3)    $245.71  $204.16             $238.66  $216.66  $236.29 

Percent  of 

Assessed  Valuation (4)    2.66%  2.34%              2.65%  2.84%  3.33% 

Percent  of  Equalized 

Valuation  (5)    1.22%  1.38%               1.56%  2.56%  2.79% 

Amount  per  Capita  Debt  as  a 
Percent  of  Personal  Income 

Per  Capita  (6)    4.90%  4.07%              4.76%  4.32%  5.64% 

(1)  Maturing  November  19,  1976.  Acton  purchased  land  in  1975  and  borrowed  $25,000  to  finance  the  purchase. 
The  loan  will  be  paid  from  general  revenue  funds  of  the  town. 

(2)  Maturing  December  31,  1976;  to  be  paid  from  proceeds  of  this  issue  School). 

(3)  Population  for  6/30/74.  12/31/72,  and  12/31/71  is  based  on  the  1970  United  States  Census:  14,770.  Population 
for  6/30/76  and  6/30/75  is  based  on  the  1975  State  Census:  15,209. 

(4)  The  assessed  valuation  used  here  is  the  assessed  valuation  used  in  the  levy  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  on  the  date 
indicated.  Seepage  12.). 

(5)  The  equalized  valuations  used  here  are  as  follows:  for  6/30/76,  that  proposed  to  be  effective  as  of  1/1/76;  for 
6/30/75  and  6/30/74,  that  prepared  as  of  1/1/74;  for  12/31/72  and  12/31/71,  that  prepared  as  of  1/1/72. 
Source:  State  Department  of  Corporations  and  Taxation. 

(6)  The  personal  income  per  capita  used  for  12/31/71  is  $4,192  (1969)  and  is  taken  from  the  1970  United  States 
Census.  The  personal  income  per  capita  used  for  the  other  years  is  $5,014  (1972  estimated)  and  is  taken  from  an 
interim  report  of  the  United  States  Bureau  of  the  Census. 
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OVERLAPPING  DEBT 


Actons 

Outstanding 

Acton  s 

Acton  s 

riscat  lyjb 

t /)  /|  »  ,y  fit 

OrlClTc  UJ 

kjvkticl  p  ping 

LfOilUT 

AS  OJ  711/  JO 

I  tits  ueot 

tionaea  Ueot 

Assessment  (1) 

Middlesex  County  (2)  

$33,050,000 

1.563% 

$  516,704 

$  379,550 

Acton  Boxborough  Regional 

School  District  (3)  

3,655,000 

95.000% 

3.472,250 

1,256.167 

Minuteman  Regional  Vocational 

Technical  School  District  (4)  .  .  . 

9,100,000 

9.859% 

897,169 

269,788 

(1)  Each  assessment  includes  debt  service  and  operating  expenses. 

(2)  Shares  of  debt  service  vary  from  year  to  year  according  to  valuations  of  taxable  property  as  last  equalized  by  the 
State  Department  of  Corporations  and  Taxation.  The  county  has  no  authorized  but  unissued  debt  nor  any  pro- 
posed capital  expenditures  for  the  near  future.  Source:  Office  of  the  Treasurer,  Middlesex  County. 

(3)  Acton  and  the  town  of  Boxborough  are  the  only  members  of  the  District.  Of  the  total  bonded  debt  outstanding, 
the  district  expects  that  it  will  receive  $2,778,574  (applicable  to  principal  and  interest)  in  State  School  Building 
Assistance.  Such  state  aid  payments  are  subject  to  annual  appropriation  by  the  State  Legislature.  The  district  has 
no  authorized  unissued  debt,  nor  any  proposed  capital  expenditures  for  the  near  future.  Source:  Acton-Box- 
borough  Regional  School  District. 

(4)  Acton,  together  with  the  towns  of  Arlington,  Belmont,  Boxborough,  Carlisle,  Concord,  Lexington,  Lincoln,  Stow, 
Sudbury,  Wayland  and  Weston,  is  a  member  of  the  Minuteman  Regional  Vocational  Technical  School  District. 
Assessments  to  the  member  communities  are  based  on  enrollment.  Of  the  total  bonded  debt  outstanding,  the  dis- 
trict expects  that  it  will  receive  $7,721,000  in  State  School  Building  Assistance.  Such  state  aid  payments  are  sub- 
ject to  annual  appropriation  by  the  State  Legislature.  The  district  has  $850,000  authorized  unissued  debt,  but  it 
does  not  anticipate  issuing  this  debt.  There  are  no  plans  to  authorize  any  additional  debt  in  the  near  future. 
Source:  Minuteman  Regional  Vocational  Technical  School  District. 

RETIREMENT  PLAN 

Acton  has  a  contributory  retirement  system  that  is  partially  funded  by  employee  contributions.  The  town  meets 
its  share  of  the  cost  on  a  pay-as-you-go  basis  by  contributing  annually  the  amount  determined  by  the  State  Division  of 
Insurance.  Such  amount  is  a  legal  obligation  of  the  town  and  is  required  to  be  included  in  its  annual  tax  levy.  The 
retirement  system  covers  substantially  all  municipal  employees  except  school  teachers,  whose  pensions  are  paid  by  the 
Commonwealth.  The  annual  contributions  of  the  town  to  the  retirement  system  for  the  last  five  fiscal  years  and  for  the 
current  fiscal  year  were  and  are  as  follows: 


Fiscal  Year  Ending  Amount 

December  31,  1971    $  50,538 

December  31,  1972    62,124 

♦June  30,  1974    104,968 

June  30,  1975    94,033 

June  30,  1976    124,130 

June  30,  1977    170,605 


*18-month  fiscal  year. 

The  foregoing  data  do  not  include  the  retirement  system  costs  or  liabilities  of  any  larger  entity,  such  as  Middlesex 
County,  of  which  Acton  is  a  constituent  part  and  for  which  it  is  assessed  a  share  of  expenses. 

No  actuarial  estimate  of  unfunded  liability  is  available  as  of  any  date  within  or  since  the  last  five  fiscal  years. 
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PROPERTY  TAXATION 


The  principal  tax  of  the  Town  of  Acton  is  the  tax  on  real  and  personal  property.  The  amount  to  be  levied  in  each 
year  is  the  amount  appropriated  or  required  by  law  to  be  raised  for  municipal  expenditures  less  estimated  receipts  from 
other  sources  and  less  appropriations  voted  from  available  funds.  The  estimated  receipts  for  a  fiscal  year  from  other 
sources  may  not  exceed  the  actual  receipts  during  the  preceding  calendar  year  from  the  same  sources  unless  approved  by 
the  State  Tax  Commission.  Excepting  special  funds  the  use  of  which  is  otherwise  provided  for  by  law,  the  deduction  for 
appropriations  voted  from  available  funds  for  a  fiscal  year  cannot  exceed  the  certified  "free  cash"  (see  page  15)  as  of  the 
beginning  of  the  prior  fiscal  year  plus  certain  collections  on  account  of  prior  years'  taxes  after  that  date.  Among  the  sums 
required  by  law  to  be  included  in  the  tax  levy  are  debt  and  interest  charges  not  otherwise  provided  for,  amounts  necessary 
to  pay  final  judgments  and,  as  described  below,  abatements  of  prior  years'  taxes  in  excess  of  applicable  overlays. 

A  single  tax  rate  applies  for  each  fiscal  year  (July  1  June  30)  to  the  assessed  value  of  the  taxable  real  and  personal 
property.  The  assessed  value  is  required  by  Massachusetts  law  to  be  based  on  100%  of  fair  cash  value.  Legislation  was  en- 
acted in  1975  to  provide  that,  subject  to  limited  state  review,  assessors  may  determine  fair  cash  value  by  one  or  a  com- 
bination of  accepted  methods,  including  a  comparison  of  sales  prices,  capitalization  of  income,  and  replacement  cost  less 
depreciation.  (The  constitutionality  of  this  statute  has  not  been  judicially  determined.)  The  assessors  of  the  Town  of  Ac- 
ton use  all  three  of  these  accepted  methods.  It  is  estimated  that  assessed  values  are  approximately  47%  of  fair  market 
values.  In  1966,  assessed  values  in  Acton  were  100%  of  fair  market  values,  and,  in  accordance  with  the  legislation  men- 
tioned above,  the  town  intends  to  effect  another  revaluation  of  all  its  taxable  property.  There  is  no  planned  completion 
date  available.  The  Massachusetts  State  Tax  Commission  recommends  the  use  of  a  "mapping  program"  as  an  initial  step 
in  revaluation.  Acton  has  had  such  a  program  since  1966  and  it  is  updated  yearly.  The  town  assessors  have  49  maps,  each 
of  which  is  subdivided  into  individual  parcels  which  are  numbered  for  identification.  (Each  map  contains  anywhere  from 
1  to  150  parcels.)  Also,  the  assessors  have  measured  and  listed  each  property  and  maintain  property  record  cards,  each  of 
which  contains  a  description  of  the  land,  a  diagram  of  improvements,  if  any,  on  the  building,  and  the  amount  of  square 
footage  on  the  first  floor  of  the  building. 

There  are  in  fact  substantial  discrepancies  between  fair  cash  values  and  assessed  valuations  within  municipalities  in 
Massachusetts  and  relative  discrepancies  as  between  municipalities.  In  order  to  determine  appropriate  relative  values  for 
the  purposes  of  certain  distributions  to  and  assessments  upon  cities  and  towns,  the  State  Tax  Commission  biennially 
makes  its  own  redetermination  of  the  fair  cash  value  of  the  taxable  property  in  each  municipality.  This  is  known  as  the 
"equalized  value".  (The  question  of  whether  the  Commission  meets  constitutional  standards  in  its  equalization  process  is 
in  litigation.)  Although  the  ratio  of  Acton's  total  assessed  valuation  to  its  equalized  value  is  known,  the  town  does  not 
maintain  records  showing  by  category  of  property  the  ratio  of  assessed  valuations  to  the  true  value.  In  some  cities  and 
towns,  litigation  concerning  disproportionate  valuations  has  led  to  court-ordered  revaluations  and.  in  some  instances,  to 
delayed  tax  bills.  There  is  no  such  tax  litigation  currently  pending  in  Acton. 

The  taxes  for  each  fiscal  year  are  due  in  two  installments  on  November  1  and  May  1.  The  town  changed  its  account- 
ing from  a  calendar-year  basis  to  a  fiscal  year  basis  in  1973,  and  until  that  time  the  taxes  were  due  in  one  installment  on 
November  1.  Interest  accrues  on  delinquent  taxes  at  the  rate  of  8  per  cent  per  annum  retroactive  to  one  month  before  the 
due  date.  Real  property  (land  and  buildings)  is  subject  to  a  lien  for  the  taxes  assessed  upon  it,  subject  to  any  paramount 
federal  lien  and  subject  to  bankruptcy  and  insolvency  laws.  If  the  property  has  been  transferred,  an  unenforced  lien  ex- 
pires on  the  second  October  1  after  the  fiscal  year;  otherwise  an  unenforced  lien  expires  upon  a  later  transfer  of  the  prop 
erty.  Provision  is  made,  however,  for  continuation  where  the  lien  could  not  be  enforced  because  of  a  legal  impediment. 
The  persons  against  whom  real  or  personal  property  taxes  are  assessed  are  personally  liable  therefor,  subject  to  bank 
ruptcy  and  insolvency  laws.  In  the  case  of  real  property,  this  personal  liability  is  effectively  extinguished  by  sale  or  taking 
of  the  property  as  described  below  and  the  personal  liability  is  not  ordinarily  utilized  for  collecting  purposes.  Massachu 
setts  law  permits  a  municipality  either  to  sell  by  public  sale  (at  which  the  municipality  may  become  the  purchaser)  or  to 
take  real  property  for  nonpayment  of  taxes  thereon.  In  either  case  the  property  owner  can  redeem  the  property  by  paying 
the  unpaid  taxes,  with  interest  and  other  charges,  but  if  the  right  of  redemption  is  not  exercised  within  six  months  (which 
may  be  extended  an  additional  year  in  the  case  of  certain  installment  payments),  it  can  be  foreclosed  by  petition  to  the 
land  court.  Upon  such  foreclosure,  a  tax  title  purchased  or  taken  by  the  municipality  becomes  a  "tax  possession"  and  may 
be  held  and  disposed  of  like  any  land  held  for  municipal  purposes. 
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PROPERTY  TAXATION  (Continued) 


Acton  is  authorized  by  law  to  increase  each  tax  levy  by  up  to  5%  (or  a  larger  amount  approved  by  the  State  Tax 
Commission)  for  an  "overlay"  to  provide  for  tax  abatements.  If  abatements  are  granted  in  excess  of  the  applicable  over- 
lay, the  excess  is  added  to  the  next  tax  levy.  The  overlay  for  the  year  ending  June  30,  1976  was  1.66%. 

Abatements  are  ordinarily  granted  where  exempt  real  or  personal  property  has  been  assessed  or  where  taxable  real  or 
personal  property  has  been  overvalued  or  disproportionately  valued.  The  assessors  may  also  abate  uncollectible  personal 
property  taxes.  Uncollectible  real  property  taxes  are  ordinarily  not  written  off  until  they  become  municipal  tax  titles 
(either  by  purchase  at  public  sale  or  by  taking),  at  which  time  the  tax  is  written  off  in  full  by  reserving  the  amount  of  the 
tax  and  charging  surplus. 


TRENDS  IN  ASSESSED  VAULATIONS 


Assessed 

Ratio  of  Total 

Assessed 

Valuation 

Total 

Assessed  Valuation 

Fiscal 

Valuation 

Personal 

Assessed 

State  Equalized 

to  Equalized 

Year  Ending 

Real  Property 

Property 

Valuation  ( 1) 

Valuation  (2) 

Valuation 

June  30,  1977   

$138,622,340 

$5,776,600 

$144,398,940 

$306,900,000 

41.05% 

June  30,  1976   

134,716,300 

5,705,470 

140,421,770 

306,900,000 

45.75% 

June  30,  1975   

127,657,415 

5,317,800 

132,975,215 

225,600,000 

58.94% 

June  30,  1974  (6  mos.)  

127,655,765 

5,317,800 

132,973,565 

225,600,000 

58.94% 

December  31,  1973  (  12  mos.) . 

118,570,805 

4,886,010 

123,456,815 

125,000,000 

98.76% 

December  31,  1972  

108,390,750 

4.259,880 

112,650,630 

125,000,000 

90.12% 

(1)  As  of  January  1,  1976,  1975,  1974,  1974,  1973,  and  1972  respectively. 

(2)  That  proposed  as  of  January  1,  1976  for  the  years  endingjune  30,  1977  and  June  30,  1976;  as  of  January  1,  1974 
for  the  years  endingjune  30,  1975  and  June  30,  1974;  as  of  January  1,  1972  for  the  years  ending  December  31, 
1973,  and  December  31,  1972. 

Source:     State  Department  of  Corporations  and  Taxation. 
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TEN  LARGEST  TAXPAYERS 


Fiscal  1977 

Nature  of 

Assessed 

Fiscal  1977 

%  o/ 

Taxpayer 

Business 

Valuation 

Tax  Bill 

Afer  Levy(l) 

A  na  rtmpn  t<; 

■4P*  ,  ^  o  j  ,  yj  •jyj 

$987  387  33 

3  91  <K 

i  »  vJ  &  I  l  1  11  L  1 1  I  j 

2  617  180 

164  097  19 

1  .  Oj  /o 

Ronton  FHisnn  f^nmnanv 

Utility 

2  068  730 

129  709  37 

1  45% 

Npw  Fntxlann1  TV1    &  TpI 

Utility 

1  858  890 

1 16  552  40 

1  30% 

\A7  t?     f"Lr  irp   /T^^»\a/**\/  At   A  1  m  v  i 

i^h  f^m  iral 

1  9M  RfiO 

1  ,i-J  1  ,  OUu 

7R  4Q1  fi9 

0007 

T  Ian  ft  Flin  DiRi^^f*  Tr« 

Ana  rtmpn  f  ^ 

1  236  570 

77  539  94 

86c7 

Acton  Enterprise  &  Acton  Pl?za  Realty  .  .  .  . 

Shopping  Ctr. 

1,123,590 

70,449.09 

•  79% 

Nagog  Community  Developers,  Inc  

Condominiums 

1,110,570 

69,632.74 

.78% 

Air  Reduction  Co  

Gases 

1,047,820 

65,698.31 

■  73% 

Haartz  Auto-Fabric  Co  

Fabrics 

936,540 

58,721.06 

.66% 

(1)  Set  January  1,  1976  for  Fiscal  1977. 
$9,053,813.54       1977  Gross  Levy 
-    89,202.50        Overlay  Reserve  for  Abatements 

$8,964,611.04        1977  Net  Levy 


MOTOR  VEHICLES 

In  addition  to  the  tax  on  real  and  personal  property,  there  is  an  annual  motor  vehicle  excise  tax  at  a  uniform 
state-wide  rate  of  $66  per  $1,000  on  the  valuation  of  motor  vehicles  as  determined  by  a  statutory  formula.  Motor 
vehicle  excise  taxes  are  not  taken  into  account  until  collected.  Most  late  payments  are  due  to  late  billings  by  the  state 
and  not  delinquencies.  The  valuations  of  motor  vehicles  for  the  last  five  fiscal  years  are  as  follows: 

Motor 

Year  Vehicle  Estimated 

Beginning  Valuation  Levy 


January  1,  1976    $  8,261,850  $531,901.32  (Inc.) 

January  1,  1975    14,201,550  817,239.10 

January  1,  1974    15,782,150  823,760.21 

January  1,  1973    13,862,900  792,764.17 

January  1,  1972    12,409,135  652,681.45 

For  the  last  four  fiscal  years,  taxes  based  on  the  above  valuations  were  collected  as  follows: 

Fiscal  Year               Excise  of                Excise  of  Excise  of  Excise  of  Excise  of 

Ending                  1/1/72                  1/1/73  1/1/74  1/1/75  1/1/76 

12/31/72   $284,804.36 

*  6/30/74                     242,365.48           $507,779.04  $  27,502.22 

6/30/75                        1,206.17              42,448.40  543,924.44  $181,002.77 

6/30/76                        4,363.57               16,420.99  37,348.21  "        453,391.33  $224,340.45 


*Period  covered  is  January  1,  1973  to  June  30,  1974  (18  months). 
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Financial  Statements 


The  following  summary  balance  sheets  and  summary  statements  of  receipts  and  expenditures  of  the  general  ac- 
count of  the  Town  of  Acton  have  been  prepared  from  records  of  the  Town  Accountant.  The  general  fund  is  the  princi- 
pal fund  of  the  town  government  and  accounts  for  the  regular  operations  of  all  departments  with  the  exception  of  the 
Contributory  Retirement  System. 

The  balance  sheets  are  prepared  on  a  modified  accrual  basis  of  accounting  under  which  revenues,  including  prop 
erty  taxes,  are  not  taken  into  account  until  collected  in  cash,  but  expenditures  are  considered  as  such  as  soon  as  the 
liability  is  incurred.  The  statements  of  receipts  and  expenditures  are  prepared  on  a  cash  basis. 

Acton  operates  under  accounting  procedures  established  by  the  Commonwealth.  These  procedures  differ  in  many 
respects  from  generally  accepted  accounting  principles  as  published  by  the  Municipal  Finance  Officers  Association  and 
the  American  Institute  of  Certified  Public  Accountants.  For  example,  the  town  does  not  maintain  general  fixed 
assets  accounts  and  depreciation  generally  is  not  recorded.  As  another  example,  although  the  town  establishes  overlay 
reserves  for  property  tax  abatements,  its  balance  sheets  do  not  reflect  an  allowance  for  otherwise  uncollectible  taxes 
until  an  unpaid  tax  becomes  a  tax  title  or  tax  possession,  at  which  time  the  amount  is  fully  reserved  and  charged  a- 
gainst  surplus.  However,  as  indicated  below,  uncollected  taxes  are  fully  deducted  in  computing  "free  cash". 

The  accounts  of  the  town  are  audited  by  the  Bureau  of  Accounts  of  the  Commonwealth.  Such  audits  have  been 
completed  through  June  30,  1973. 


FREE  CASH 

Under  Massachusetts  law  an  amount  known  as  "free  cash"  is  certified  as  of  the  beginning  of  each  fiscal  year  by  the 
State  Director  of  Accounts  and  this,  together  with  certain  subsequent  tax  receipts,  is  used  as  the  basis  for  subsequent 
appropriations  from  available  funds,  which  are  not  required  to  be  included  in  the  annual  tax  levy.  Subject  to  certain 
adjustments,  free  cash  is  surplus  revenue  less  uncollected  and  overdue  property  taxes  from  prior  years.  At  the  be- 
ginning of  each  of  the  last  five  fiscal  years  the  certified  free  cash  of  the  municipality  was: 


Surplus  Uncollected  and 

Date  Revenue  Overdue  Property  Taxes         Amount  of  "Free  Cash" 

January  1,  1972    $   505,774.64  $163,604.55  $342,170.09 

January  1,  1973    433,981.24  137,753.96  296,227.28 

*July  1,1974   774,302.98  149,415.39  624,887.59 

July  1,1975   668,926.76  313,464.80  355,461.96 

July  1,1976   1,338,243.59  668,308.51  669,935.08 


*Transition  from  calendar  year  to  fiscal  year  accounting. 
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UNAUDITED 


TOWN  OF  ACTON 
Massachusetts 


COMPARATIVE  BALANCE  SHEET 


ASSETS 


Cash 

Demand  Deposits  

Interest  Bearing  Deposits  

Certificates  of  Deposit  

Petty  Cash  Advances  

Taxes  Receivable  (Real  and  Personal) 

1976   

1975   

1974  (18  months)  

1972   

Prior  Years  

Motor  Vehicle  Excise 

1976   

1975   

1974   

1973   

Prior  Years  

Betterment  Assessments  

Tax  Titles  

Tax  Possessions  

Departmental  

State  and  County 

Aid  to  Highways  

Fiscal  Forest  Products  Tax  

Taxes  in  Litigation  

Authorized  Transfers  (1)  

Underassessments  

Health  Insurance  

Legal  Settlements  

Trust  Fund  Income  

Anticipated  Revenue  (for  next  fiscal  year)  

TOTAL  ASSETS 


June  30,  1976 

$  616,087.13 
1,436,908.00 

270.00 

555,163.75 
98,094.65 
11,128.28 
357.73 
3.564.10 

112,802.86 
56,645.82 
128,323.78 
115,961.69 
71,967.01 
434.37 
4,607.83 
793.72 
3,335.33 

184,728.00 

1,116.64 
150,000.00 
786.93 
3,020.50 
8,500.00 
1,221.52 
11,482,131.98 

$15,047,951.62 


June  30,  1975 
548,498.57 

1,100,000.00 
220.00 


268,284.81 
41,169,66 
397.33 
3,613.00 


160,776.88 
166,345.49 
132,801.78 
76,217.19 
121.02 
6,365.46 
793.72 
1,258.05 

132,134.47 
276.44 

1,116.64 
251,762.23 

7,888.60 


10.574,577.84 
$13,474,619.18 


(1)  Public  Law  92  -  512  Federal  Revenue  Sharing  to  be  received  in  next  fiscal  year. 
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UNAUDITED 

TOWN  OF  ACTON 
Massachusetts 

COMPARATIVE  BALANCE  SHEET 

LIABILITIES 


June  30,  1976  June  30,  1975 

Reserve  for 

Petty  Cash  Advances                                                                             $  270.00           $  220.00 

Revende  Reserved 

Until  Collected   683.737.55  678,207. 14 

Federal  Grants   60,351.69  55.184.48 

Federal  Revenue 

Sharing  Funds   160.362.30  110,205.24 

State  Grants   773.00  50.989.68 

Unclaimed  Checks   8.541.75  9.034.49 

Performance  Bond  Deposits   11.146.40  7,600.00 

Perpetual  Care 

Cemetery  Dept.  Bequest   1,275.00 

Payroll  Deductions   9,568.39  92.724.20 

Miscellaneous  Accounts  ( 1)   864.10  2.010.02 

Agency  (2)   127.479.77  1,403.52 

Trust  Fund  Income   6,321.19 

Overassessments   80.319.86  37,648.47 

Appropriation  Balances 

(Unexpended)   777,122.67  428,521.31 

Revolving  Funds   26,595.06  29,833.88 

Cemetery  Land  Fund   6,554.35  3,604.35 

Reserved  for  Appropriation   9,067.31  8,012.02 

Appropriation 

(for  next  fiscal  year)    11,681,644.00  11,227,659.56 

Overlays  Reserved  for  Abatements 

1976    15,524.32 

1975    25,853.09  30.451.31 

1974  (18  months)   20,683.54  21.537.68 

Prior  years   2,869.13  2,957.63 

Overlay  Surplus   379.75  291.25 

Surplus  Revenue   1,338,243.59  668,926.76 

TOTAL  LIABILITIES  $15,047,951.62  $13,474,619.18 


(1)  Includes  premium  on  loans,  tax  title  foreclosure,  guarantee  deposits,  and  road  machinery  fund. 

(2)  Includes  State  sales  taxes,  County  dog  licenses  and  insurance  recoveries. 
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UNAUDITED 


TOWN  OF  ACTON 


STATEMENT  OF  REVENUE  AND  OTHER  RECEIPTS 


Fiscal  Year 

Fiscal  Year 

Fiscal  Year 

Fiscal  Year 

Fiscal  Year 

Ending 

Ending 

Ending 

Ending 

Ending 

6/30/76 

6/30/75 

6/30/74  (18mos) 

12/31/72 

12/31/71 

Cash  on  Hand,  beginning  of  Fiscal  Year  . 

$  548.498 

$  2,065,375 

$  484,230 

$  795,176 

$  1,678,493 

TP 

I  axes  

9  9,zl9,753 

C     O    CI  C     ~\  A  f\ 

$  8,0/5,140 

$11,61 1,352 

$  6,900,397 

$  5,849,315 

Motor  Vehicle  Excise  

/ 30, U ID 

/OO.OOO 

/8 1  ,054 

4Ub,5z  1 

455,726 

A    1  HQ 

4, 1U3 

i  ,y  i  / 

4,  lUo 

1    A  1  O 

7,41z 

6,982 

Licences  and  Permits  

A  1  A  AA 

4/.4UU 

OA  ICQ 

oy , l bo 

m  a  on 

/y ,4©y 

51 , 150 

42,717 

Q  At,  l 
y  ,ud  1 

oc  79q 
zo ,  /  zy 

o,  oy  i 

z,4yz 

Q  AC/I 

Grants  and  Gifts: 

Federal  Revenue  Sharing  

294,092 

oac  iwai 

zuo,uoy 

QQO      A QQ 

oZ3,4oo 

la  ni a 
7o,7  /4 

29,445 

o  1  ,Zoo 

4y ,Z 14 

<I3  ill 

45,44  1 

Z5,4o5 

State  and  County  

661,193 

7Qfi  ore 

QQ*7  AA9 

yo  /  ,uuz 

onn  00*7 

5uy  ,yo  / 

1  QC  CA/( 

18b, oU4 

Departmental  

292,005 

Z4o,U04 

3/1 ,0O/ 

ZZo,4UU 

OAO  1AG 

Z0z,742 

9,301 

/ ,  /yu 

1  A   1  /I  *7 

IU,  14/ 

qq  Too 
ZZ, /Zo 

c  oc  o 

5,958 

Interest  

80,131 

i  o^i  oaa 

iz4,zyu 

inn 

47, 1U/ 

51  ,U39 

57,975 

197  qi q 

181,918 

377,804 

10,096 

9  433 

Payroll  Deductions  

1,139,645 

1,111,176 

1,292,681 

751,534 

588,182 

Serial  Loans  and  Premiums  

407,529 

315,158 

320,602 

9  Qfift  nnn 

l  snn  nnn 

Investments  (1)  

2,825,000 

3,095,000 

2,929,213 

1,675,846 

Other  Revenue  (2)  

67,832 

95,539 

107,785 

162,947 

46,583 

TOTAL  RECEIPTS  .  . 

$16,625,474 

$15,718,374 

$22,966,297 

$11,922,918 

$10,961,592 

Total  Cash  to  be  Accounted  for  

$17,173,972 

$17,783,749 

$23,450,527 

$12,718,094 

$12,640,085 

(1)  Includes  rollover  investments  taken  as  separate  receipts  and  expenditures  each  time  maturity  and  reinvestment  occurs. 

(2)  Includes  tailings,  rents,  refunds;  bicentennial,  youth,  and  conservation  commissions. 


STATEMENT  OF  EXPENDITURES 


General  Government  

$ 

956,879 

$  590,729 

$  1,060,716 

$  316,069 

$  508,304 

Public  Safety  

1,085,986 

973,677 

1,244,079 

682,818 

549,636 

Health  and  Sanitation  

109,901 

143,223 

171,472 

93,707 

83,099 

Highways  

500,798 

822,663 

829,941 

560,964 

474,409 

Veterans'  Services  

18,610 

33,115 

36,298 

32,733 

27,427 

Schools  

7,368,108 

7,193,700 

8,409,254 

5,141,343 

5,131,363 

Libraries  

165,737 

146,926 

191.101 

102,996 

99,288 

Parks  and  Recreation  

314,586 

88,873 

72,939 

45,564 

49,315 

Retirement  

124,130 

94,033 

104,968 

62,124 

50,538 

Cemeteries  

74,737 

84,989 

115,453 

66,186 

72,900 

151,048 

166,385 

435,116 

198,521 

249,356 

Temporary  Loans  

315,000 

3,350,000 

2,900,000 

1,800,000 

Serial  Loans  

433,500 

425,000 

637,870 

290,000 

357,735 

State  and  County  Assessments  

467,095 

466,049 

230,092 

158,961 

143,238 

Agency  and  Trust  

85,382 

278,704 

93,983 

76,599 

44,628 

Payroll  Deductions  

1,245,221 

1,020,361 

1,292,793 

749,515 

612,592 

Investments  (1)  

1,725,000 

4,045,000 

2,802,439 

276,774 

1,300,000 

Refunds  

73,122 

149,564 

44,031 

27,024 

21,376 

Other  Expenditures  (2)  

221,137 

197,260 

262,607 

451,966 

269,705 

TOTAL  EXPENDITURES 

$15,120,977 

$17,235,251 

$21,385,152 

$12,233,864 

$11,844,909 

Cash  on  Hand,  end  of  Fiscal  Year  

$ 

2,052,995 

$  548,498 

$  2,065,375 

$  484,230 

$  795,176 

Total  Cash  Accounted  for  

$17,173,972 

$17,783,749 

$23,450,527 

$12,718,094 

$12,640,085 

(1)  Includes  rollover  investments  taken  as  separate  receipts  and  expenditures  each  time  maturity  and  reinvestment  occurs. 

(2)  Includes  public  assistance,  insurance,  and  veterans'  holiday  affairs. 
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WATER  SUPPLY  DISTRICT  OF  ACTON 


The  Town  of  Acton  and  Water  Supply  District  of  Acton  are  coterminous.  Established  in  1912,  the  district 
operates  on  a  self-supporting  basis  and  has  only  once  exercised  its  taxing  powers,  in  the  year  1950.  The  Water  Supply 
District  has  total  bonded  debt  of  $1,422,250,  payable:  $148,000  in  1976,  $144,000  in  1977,  $143,250  in  1978, 
$133,000  in  1979,  $123,000  in  1980,  $105,000  in  1981  and  1982,  $75,000  in  1983,  $65,000  in  1984,  $61,000  in  1985, 
$55,000  in  1986  and  1987,  $50,000  in  1988  to  1990  inclusive,  and  $30,000  in  1991  and  1992. 

The  district  supplies  all  the  water  to  the  Town  of  Acton  from  ground  water  sources.  It  is  its  practice  to  charge 
water  rates  which  are  sufficient,  with  other  operating  revenues  of  the  district,  to  pay  current  expenses  including  the 
debt  service  on  water  debt. 

The  following  table  shows  total  unaudited  receipts  and  expenditures  of  the  district  for  the  last  four  fiscal  years. 

Fiscal  Year  Ending 


12/31/72 

Cash  on  Hand, 

beginning  of  fiscal  year   $142,068.05 

Revenue  Receipts   $309,265.32 

Interest  on  Savings  

Proceeds  from  Bonds  and  Notes   469,678.78 

Total  Receipts    $778,944.10 

Total  Cash  to  be  Accounted  for    $921,012.15 

Operating  and  Administrative 

Expenses    $357,048.67 

Capital  Expenditures    305,894.77 

Debt  Service   74,646.05 

Time  Deposits  

Total  Expenditures  ....  $737,589.49 

Cash  on  hand,  end  of  fiscal  year   $183,422.66 

Total  Cash  Accounted  for    $921,012.15 


6/30/74  (18  mos.) 

$183,422.66 
$666,625.36 

135,123.75 
$801,749.11 
$985,171.77 


$412,666.25 
113,122.71 
161,092.50 

$686,881.46 
$298,290.31 
$985,171.77 


6/30/75 


$  298,290.31 

$  474,558.78 
4,686.98 
1,800,514.54 

$2,279,760.30 
$2,578,050.61 


$  474,398.69 
1,294,183.08 
153,867.00 
330,000.00 

$2,252,448.77 
$  325,601.84 
$2,578,050.61 


6/30/76 


$325,601.84 

$434,939.83 
10,825.17 
71,910.42 

$517,675.42 

$843,277.26 


$363,603.21 
230,132.00 

$593,735.21 
$249,542.05 
$843,277.26 
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General  Information 


GOVERNMENT  AND  LOCATION 

The  Town  of  Acton  was  established  in  1735,  and  was  originally  a  pan  of  Concord  called  "The  Village".  It  is 
governed  by  a  town  meeting  and  administered  by  a  manager  and  a  five  member  board  of  selectmen.  It  is  located  in 
Middlesex  County,  25  miles  northwest  of  Boston. 


POPULATION  (1) 

1950   3,510  1970   14,770 

1960   7,238  1975   15,209 

Per  capita  income,  1972   $5,014  Median  age,  1970   23.7 

Median  family  income,  1970  $15,210 

(1)  All  figures  are  taken  from  United  States  Census  Reports  of  years  shown,  except  for  the  1975  population  figure 
which  was  taken  from  the  State  Census. 


TRANSPORTATION  AND  UTILITIES 

The  principal  highways  serving  Acton  are  State  Routes  2,  2a,  27,  and  111.  Freight  and  passenger  service  is  pro- 
vided by  the  Boston  &  Maine  Railroad.  Freight  service  only  is  provided  by  the  Penn  Central  Railroad.  Englander 
Coach  Lines,  Inc.,  Middlesex  &  Boston  Street  Railway,  Turner  Motor  Coach,  Inc.,  and  Vermont  Transit  Co.,  Inc.  are 
franchised  by  the  state  to  serve  the  town.  Established  truck  lines  provide  service  to  local  and  long-distance  points.  Ac- 
ton is  within  commuting  and  trucking  distance  of  the  Boston  docks  and  the  Logan  International  Airport,  thus  pro- 
viding intercity  and  international  ocean  and  air  carrier  service.  L.  G.  Hanscom  Airport  in  Bedford  is  also  easily  ac- 
cessible. 

Electric  power  is  supplied  by  Boston  Edison  Company  and  gas  service  by  Boston  Gas  Company.  The  Water  Supply 
District  of  Acton  furnishes  water  to  the  town.  For  additional  information  on  the  Water  Supply  District  of  Acton,  see 
page  19. 

SERVICES 

Acton  provides  general  governmental  services  including  police  and  fire  protection,  disposal  of  garbage  and  rub- 
bish, public  education  in  grades  K-12  and  certain  technical  education  beyond  the  high  school  level,  water  service, 
streets,  parks  and  recreation.  The  principal  services  provided  by  Middlesex  County  are  courts,  a  jail  and  house  of  cor- 
rection, a  county  hospital,  registries  of  deeds  and  probate  and,  together  with  the  Commonwealth,  partial  fundings  for 
local  highways.  The  many  higher  educational  facilities  in  the  Boston  Standard  Metropolitan  Statistical  Area,  of  which 
the  town  is  a  part,  are  available,  as  well  as  those  in  the  Fitchburg-Leominster,  Lawrence-Haverhill,  Lowell  and  Wor- 
cester Standard  Metropolitan  Statistical  Areas.  The  town  is  a  member  of  the  Acton -Boxborough  Regional  School 
District  and  the  Minuteman  Regional  Vocational  School  District.  Public  housing  is  provided  by  the  Acton  Housing 
Authority. 

ACTON  CENTER  PARK 

The  purchase  of  land  for  conservation  purposes  in  the  Town  of  Acton  is  part  of  an  active  conservation  program 
taking  place  in  the  town.  The  program  is  run  by  a  Conservation  Commission  whose  objectives  include  obtaining  recre- 
ational areas,  providing  educational  opportunities  for  children  of  the  town,  and  maintaining  aesthetic  values  so  that 
residents  have  a  desirable  place  to  live  and  raise  families. 

The  land  whose  acquisition  is  financed  by  the  current  offering,  represents  the  initial  step  in  the  creation  of  "Acton 
Center  Park."  The  park  covers  approximately  36  acres  and  is  located  in  the  center  of  the  town.  (The  Commission  is 
formulating  plans  to  expand  the  park  to  65  acres  at  some  future  date.)  Under  the  direction  of  the  Commission,  the 
land  will  be  developed  to  have  multiple  use  functions  which  include  trails  for  walking  and  horseback  riding,  a  picnic 
area,  and  playing  fields.  The  Commission  feels  that  opening  this  area  will  offer  many  activities  that  are  presently  not 
available  or  available  only  on  a  limited  scale  to  a  large  number  of  residents. 
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PUBLIC  EDUCATION,  1975-1976 


Students  Attending  Public  Schools   4,896 

Teachers  in  Public  Schools    303 

Student  -  Teacher  Ratio    16/1 

Teacher  Salaries,  Bachelor  through  Doctoral  Degrees  (1): 

Minimum   $  9,636  to  $16,377 

Maximum    $12,048  to  $18,853 

Average  Cost  Per  Student,  1973- 1974    $1,068 

School  Enrollments,  1972  1975 

Secondary  Elementary 
October  (Grades  7  12)         (Grades  K  6)  Total 

1975  2,280  2.616  4,896 

1974  2,264  2,713  4,977 

1973  2,277  2,708  4,985 

1972  2,214  2,380  4.594 


Acton  has  one  high  school,  one  junior  high  school,  and  five  elementary  schools.  The  high  school  and  the  junior 
high  school  make  up  the  Acton-Boxborough  Regional  School  District  and  the  school  enrollment  figures  shown  above 
for  the  secondary  level  are  students  from  Acton  only. 

(1)  As  of  September,  1976. 

Source:  Acton  School  Department. 


ECONOMY 

Acton's  present  economic  base  is  primarily  manufacturing,  which  accounts  for  41.8%  of  the  average  employment. 

In  1974  (latest  available  date),  the  Massachusetts  Division  of  Employment  Security  reported  an  average  of  3,945 
persons  employed  by  309  firms  with  an  annual  payroll  of  $30,854,696.  Of  these,  the  non -electrical  machinery  industry 
was  the  largest  manufacturing  industry  group  in  Acton,  employing  54.2%  of  the  reported  manufacturing  employees. 
The  second  largest  employer  group  was  the  chemical  and  allied  industry  and  the  third  largest  was  printing  and 
publishing.  Also,  79  retail  firms  employed  an  average  of  1,015  persons  with  an  annual  payroll  of  $5,482,247. 

Source:  Massachusetts  Department  of  Commerce  and  Development. 
Some  of  the  larger  manufacturers  in  Acton  include: 


Firm 

Business 

Employees 

HAARTZ  AUTO  FABRIC  CO. 

CONVERTED  VINYL  FABRICS 

135 

BEACON  PUBLISHING 

NEWSPAPER 

125 

AIRCO  INC. 

INDUSTRIAL  GASES 

80  100 

G.C.A.  MacPHERSON  INSTRUMENT  CO. 

SCIENTIFIC  INSTRUMENTS 

80-100 

BOWMAR  ALI  INC. 

TEST  EQUIPMENT  FOR  COMMUNICATION 

75-80 

ALLEN  ASSOCIATES 

ARTIFICIAL  FLOWERS 

49 

ACORN  STRUCTURES  INC. 

PREFABRICATING  HOUSES 

38 

ENVIRONMENTAL  TESTING 

ENGINEERING 

30 

MATRIX  RESEARCH  AND  DEVELOPMENT 

AERO  SPACE  INDUSTRY 

28 

Recent  unemployment  statistics,  not  seasonally  adjusted,  for  the  Town  of  Acton,  the  Boston  Standard  Metropoli- 
tan Statistical  Area  (92  communities,  of  which  Acton  is  one),  The  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  and  the  United 
States  as  a  whole  are  as  follows: 


Acton  Boston  SMS  A  Massachusetts 

July  1975   8.4%  11.6%  12.3% 

August  1975    8.1%  11.2%  11.6% 

July  1976   5.8%  8.2%  8.3% 

August  1976    5.2%  7.4%  7.2% 

Source:  Research  Department,  Massachusetts  Division  of  Employment  Security. 


U.S.A. 
8.7% 
8.2% 
7.8% 
7.6% 
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BUILDING  PERMITS 


Total  Estimated 

Year                                                 Permits  Issued  Construction  Cost 

1971  136  Single  Dwellings   $  4,109,360 

1 1  Residential  Buildings    149  Units   1.996.160 

16  Commercial  Buildings   2.607. 100 

TOTAL   $  8.712.620 

1972  104  Single  Dwellings   $  3,478.045 

10  Residential  Buildings    129  Units   1,646,360 

16  Commercial  Buildings   1 ,344,562 

TOTAL   $  6,468.967 

1973  55  Single  Dwellings   $  2,082,055 

43  Residential  Buildings    622  Units   8,436,700 

14  Commercial  Buildings   1,976,040 

TOTAL   $12,494,795 

1974  39  Single  Dwellings   $  1.593,450 

18  Residential  Buildings    88  Units   1.565,500 

9  Commercial  Buildings   1 , 385 , 770 

TOTAL   $  4,544.720 

1975  45  Single  Dwellings   $  2,058,500 

Residential  Buildings   -0- 

13  Commercial  Buildings   1 ,599,775 

TOTAL   $  3.658,275 

June  30,  1976                    23  Single  Dwellings   $  1,267,800 

Residential  Buildings   0 

Commercial  Buildings    -0-  

TOTAL   $  1.267.800 


Source:  Office  of  the  Building  Inspector,  Town  of  Acton 


FEDERAL  REVENUE  SHARING 

Anticipated  Federal  Revenue  Sharing  Funds  for  the  entitlement  period  July  1,  1976  through  December  31.  1976  if 
$100,438.  The  town  plans  to  use  the  funds  for  Public  Safety.  Congress  has  recently  extended  the  Federal  Revenue 
Sharing  program  but  it  is  not  known  at  this  time  what  Acton's  share  will  be. 
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TAXES 


The   conclusion  of   this   annual  report   of   the  doings  of   the  Town  Treas- 
urer and  Tax  Collector  is   the  most  difficult   task  at  hand.     For   the  past 
eighteen   (18)  months  every  special  effort,   save  sale  and  foreclosure,  has 
been  employed   to   collect   the   taxes   due   to  the  Town  of  Acton.      Tax  demands 
and  arrest  warrants  have  produced  substantial  results  as  is  evidenced  by 
the   15%  increase  in  collections  referred  to  above,   and  yet  certain  sub- 
stantial tax  delinquents  appear  upon  our  books.      The  cost  restrictions 
placed  upon  the  preparation  of   the  1976  Annual  Town  Report  will  not  per- 
mit  a  full  roster  of   all  those  who  owe   taxes.      For   this  year  only,  the 
largest  debtors   of   1975-1976  Real  Estate  Taxes  as  of  December  31,   1976  for 
each   letter  of   the  alphabet  are  being   listed  in  this   report.     Public  notice 
is  being  given  at  this  time  that  tax  title  takings  and  foreclosure  process 
is  now  in  the  works   against   all  who   taxes   remain  unpaid.     All  who  owe  any 
taxes  to  the  Town  of  Acton  are  urged  to  visit  the  Tax  Collector's  Office 
at  Town  Hall,   pay  the  taxes,   interest  and  fees  and  avoid  substantial 
cost  and  public  embarassment . 
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Treasurer's  Receipts 

(Nearest  Dollar) 


ACCOUNT 

REVENUE  CLASSIFICATION 

1974-1975 

1975-1976 

1976-1977 

NUMBER 

SOURCE 

FISCAL  YEAR 

FISCAL  YEAR 

SIX  MONTH 

AMOUNT 

AMOUNT 

AMOUNT 

$ 

$ 

$ 

1  - 

-  1 

Taxes   -  Local  Property 

6,983,092. 

7,692,683. 

4,375,873 

1  - 

2 

Taxes  -   Tax  Title  Redemption 

566. 

1,758. 

641 

1  - 

■  3 

Taxes  -   Farm  Animal  Excise 

237  . 

488. 

4 

1  - 

•  4 

Taxes   -   Forest  Products 

386  . 

2  76  . 



1  - 

•  5 

Lieu  Taxes-Including  Abatement  Paralegic 



2  ,  359 . 



1  - 

-  6A 

Taxes  -   Copr.    -  Val.  Basic 

25,987. 

103, 016 

100  ,  792 

1  - 

•  7A 

Taxes   -   State  Local  Aid  Fund 

1  ,  664  ,872. 

1,419,173. 

798  ,  781. 

2  - 

-  8 

Licenses   &   Permits-Alcoholic  Beverage 

17  ,  715. 

24,250. 

23, 740. 

2  - 

•  9 

Building  Department   -  Permits 

8,726. 

12,041. 

7  ,939 . 

2  - 

-  9 

Fire  Department  -   Permits  &  Licenses 

62  . 

106  . 

69  . 

2  - 

•  9 

Board   of  Health 

7  ,559 . 

8,632. 

4,870. 

2  - 

•  9 

Police  Department  -  License   &  Permits 

1,790. 

693. 

151. 

2  - 

•  9 

Selectmen-?  Licenses 

2,195. 

1,680. 

540  . 

3  - 

■  10 

Fines   &  Forfeits 

28  ,  729 . 

9,051. 

2,915. 

4  - 

•  11 

Grants-Federal  Revenue   Sharing  Entitle's 

195 , 123. 

283  ,655 

50, 219 . 

4  - 

•  12 

U . S . Treasurer-Fed . Rev .    Share  -  Interest 

10,946. 

10,437. 

4,950. 

4  - 

•  17 

Grants   -   Federal  School  -  P.L.874 

31,288 . 

29  ,445  . 

4,455. 

4  - 

•  25 

State  Treasurer-School  Transportation 

237,583. 

161,169. 



4  - 

•  26 

Grants-State  Vocational  Education 

454. 

8, 139. 



4  - 

•  27 

Grants-State   School-Food   Service (Lunch) 



37,982. 

24,027. 

4  - 

•  29 

State   Treasurer  -   Building  Assistance 

112,044. 

142 ,280. 

81,808. 

4  - 

■  31 

State   Treasurer  -   School  -  Disadvantaged 

12 , 454. 

15  ,520. 

10,506. 

4  - 

•  35 

Grants   from  State-School-Other  School 



45,652. 



4  - 

•  41 

Grants  -   State   -  Highways 

89 , 362 . 

194  ,  374 . 

47  ,559. 

4  - 

•  42 

State   Treasurer  -  Conservation 

186,917. 



134,355. 

4  - 

•  43 

State  Treasurer  -  Library  Aid 

8,253. 

7  ,  246. 

5 ,539 . 

4  - 

•  45 

State   Treasurer  -  Other 

143, 726. 

46  ,  469  . 

4,924. 

4  - 

•  46 

Grants   From  County  -  Dog  Fund 

2,473. 

2,362. 



5  - 

■  50 

All  Other  General  Revenue  -  Tailings 

13,063. 





5  - 

-  51 

All  Other  General  Revenue 



52  . 



6  - 

•  53 

Special  Assessments-Street   &  Sidewalk 

1,917. 

2  ,969  . 

500. 

6  - 

•  54 

Comm. Revenue-Spec. Assessments-Cemeteries 



1,134. 

467  . 

7  - 

■  55 

Privileges-Motor  Vehicle  Excise 

768  ,  868  . 

736,075. 

368,164. 

8  - 

-  59 

Departmental  -  Selectmen 

75  . 

1,208. 



8  - 

•  62 

Departmental  -  Collector 

2  ,  892  . 

6  ,609  . 

4 ,591. 

8  - 

-  63 

Board   of  Assessors 

191. 

38. 

28  . 

8  - 

-  66 

Departmental  -   Town  Clerk 

3,280. 

4,356. 

2 ,059. 

8  - 

-  69 

Departmental  -   Public  Works 

234. 

8  - 

-  73 

Departmental  -   Planning  Board 

119. 

4,608. 

1,226. 

8  - 

-  75 

Departmental  -   Zoning   Board   of  Appeals 

450. 

800. 

1,200. 

8  - 

-  80 

Police-Off  Duty,   Fees,  Services 

32,477. 

23,575. 

10 , 226 . 

8  - 

-  81 

Fire  Department  -  Ambulance 

2 ,038. 

8  - 

■  84 

Public   Safety-Sealer   of   Weights   Measures  433. 

484. 

295. 
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Treasurer's  Receipts 


ACCOUNT 
NUMBER 


REVENUE 
SOURCE 


CLASSIFICATION 


1974-1975 
FISCAL  YEAR 
AMOUNT 


1975-1976 
FISCAL  YEAR 
AMOUNT 


1976-1977 
SIX  MONTHS 
AMOUNT 


$  $  $ 

8-87     Public  Health  Nursing  15,973.  23,172. 

8-93     8-C  Health,   Sanitation  &  Hospitals    13,025. 

8-96     Departmental  -   8-D  Highways-General    1,862.   

8-97     Departmental  -   8-D  Highways-State  &Cty.    3,004.   

8  -   101  Highway  -  All  Other  3,485.  227.  2,550 

8  -   109  Vet's  Services-Reimbursement   for  Relief  1,276.  625.  211, 

8  -   115  School  Tuition  from  Other  Municipalities       10,682.  13,513.  2,230, 

8  -   117  8-G   Schools  -  Miscellaneous    1.  9, 

8-118A     Schools-Miscellaneous-Rent  of  Facilities         4,436.  3,042.  138, 

8-118B     Schools  -  Misc.    Food  Service  127,028.  102,414.  39,217, 

8-118F     8-G  Schools-Misc . Fire  Loss  Insurance    41,358.   

8-118H     8-G  Schools  -  Miscellaneous  -  H  -  Other    81.  15, 

8-119A     Libraries  -  Citizens  171.  278.  107 

8-119B     Libraries  -  Wilde  6,510.  9,584.  4,170, 

8-120       Recreation  34,468.  38,141.  13,209, 

8-122       Unclassif ied-8-K-Sale  of  Real  Estate      1, 

8-123       Rental  of  Municipal  Property  790.  43,033.  579 

8-124A     8-K  Unclassified  A-Youth  Commission    1,970.   

8-124B     Unclassif ied-Misc.    Bicentennial  Comm.  7,964.  1,865.  123, 

8-124C     Unclassified-Miscellaneous   Conservation  21,493.  100.  172, 

10-129     Cemeteries-Sale  of  Lots   &  Graves  1,650.  2,950.  2,225, 

10-130     Cemeteries-Care   of  Lots  &  Graves  923.     

10-  131     Cemeteries-Miscellaneous  5,217.  6,351.  4,960, 

11-  132  Interest  -  On  Deposits  7,864.  12,558.  15,340, 
11-133     Interest  -  On  Taxes  &  Assessments  13,979.  23,073.  12,684, 

11-135     Interest  -  On  Investment  Funds  30,482.  31,473.   

11-136     Interest  -  Public  Trust  Funds  71,966.     

11-  137     Miscellaneous-Stabilization  Fund    299.  35, 

12-  139     Municipal   Indebtedness-Other  Temp. Loans    675,000.  468,000. 

12-140A  Municipal  Indebtedness  -  General  315,000.     

12-140C  Municipal  Indebtedness  -  C-Land  Bonds    407,000  868,000 

12-141     Municipal  Indebtedness  -  Premiums  158.  529.  746, 

12-146     Agency-Dog  LicensesFor  The  County  3,671.  3,410.  984, 

14-147     Agency-Deposits  For   Services  1,750.  4,386.  7,000, 

14-148     Agency-Trust  &   Investments  -  Tailings    220.   

14-149     Payroll  Deductions                                             1,111,176.      1,139,645.  556,680. 

14-150     Trust  -  Perpetual  Care  Funds  70,047.  14,423.  7,050. 

14-151     Trust  -   Other  Public   Trust   Funds  106,450.  105,477.  124. 

14-  153     Investment  Fund   Securities  3,095,000.  2,825,000.   

15-  158A  Refunds  -  General  Depts.  -  Gen.  Gov't.  48,259.  216.  44,973, 
15-158B  Refunds-Gen. Depts.    -   Public   Safety  963.     
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Treasurer's  Receipts 

ACCOUNT 

REVENUE 

CLASSIFICATION 

1974-1975 

1975-1976 

1976-1977 

NUMBER 

SOURCE 

FISCAL  YEAR 

FISCAL  YEAR 

S-IX  MONTHS 

AMOUNT 

AMOUNT 

AMOUNT 

$  $ 

$ 

15-158D 

Re  f  und  s 

-   General  Department-Highway 

376  . 

606. 

752. 

15-158F 

Refunds- 

Gen . Dep ts . -Ve ter ans  Benefits 

395. 





15-158G 

Re  f  unds 

-General  Depts.  -Schools 

253. 

18,030. 

1,333. 

15-158H 

Ref  unds- 

General  Gov't  -  Libraries 

301. 





15-1581 

Ref unds 

-  I-Recreation 

24. 



15-158K 

General 

Department  -  Unclassified 

13. 



15-161 

Refunds 

-  Accrued  Interest 

1,680. 

1,922. 

2,025. 

TOTAL   TREASURER'S  RECEIPTS  $15,718,374.    16,612,744.  8,151.995. 
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DELINQUENT   REAL  ESTATE  TAXES 
TOWN   OF  ACTON 


Tax  Collector's  Comment: 


The   following   listing   of   delinquent   real  estate   taxes   is   not  entire  and 
complete.      Errors   and   ommisions   are  excepted.      This   listing   does  not  constitute 
a   legal   advertisement   for   tax   title  and   tax   taking  purposes.      It   is  important 
that   all  Acton   taxpayers   be  aware   that   the   services   of  an  attorney  who  is  a 
specialist   in   tax   title  and   land  court   foreclosure  proceeding  has   been  retained 
and   is  now  processing   tax   liens   upon   these  and   other  properties   for  foreclosure 
and   tax  sales.      The   legal   fees   for   these   services  will  be   added   to   the  amounts 
due   to   the   town  of  Acton  before   any  property  can  be   redeemed   or  will  be  added 
to   the  price   at  which   the   town  treasurer  will  sell   the  property   to  collect  all 
taxes,    interest   and   charges.      Failure   to  pay   these   taxes  when  due,   among  other 
reasons,    has  made   it  necessary   for   the   town   to  borrow  short   term  money  to 
maintain   current  operations. 

Unpaid  motor  vehicle  and  personal  property   taxes   have  not  been   listed  in 
this   annual  report.      At   this   time   the  number   os   such  bills   unpaid   is   too  large 
for  inclusion.      The  constable  deputy   tax  collector  has  been  issued  several 
thousand   arrest  warrants   and   is   quickly  reducing   the  number   of   unpaid  excise 
and  property   taxes.      He   is  now,    through  the  registry   of   motor  vehicles  suspendin 
"License   to  Operate"  within   the   Commonwealth   of   those  persons  who  have  failed  to 
respond   to   demand   or  warrant.      This  process   is  both   costly   and   time  consuming 
to   the   delinquent   and  is  best   avoided  by  prompt  payment.      When  a  tax  bill  is 
received  which  may  be   subject   to   full   or  partial  abatement  please   contact  the 
Town  Assessor   in  person    (Town  Hall)    or  by  phone    (263-2966)    and   obtain  an 
adjustment  before  grace  period  expires.      "All  bills   for   taxes   remain  due  until 
paid   or   abated."    (Mass.    General  Law) 


Name 


Hosmer  Realty  Trust,    Paul  H.  Mason 
Donald  F.    &   Cheryl  A.  O'Grady 
Robert  G.    &  Marilyn  H.  Abbott 
Willard  A.    &  Angelina  Anderson 
Michael  E.  Barton 

Hosmer  Realty   Trust,    Paul  H.   Mason, Trust 
Nagog   Community  Developers,  Inc. 
Lawrehse   S.  Nichols 
Ridge  Realty  Trust, 

Donald  F.    O'Grady,  Trustee 
Robert   E.    &    Bettie  M.  Tolley 
Robert   E.  Tolley 
Arnold  Wilson 

Robert   G.    &  Merlyn  H.  Abbott 
Willard   &   Angelina  Andersen 


Add  r e  s  s : 

Trustee     457  Mass.  Ave. 
54  Woodbury  Ln. 
430  Main  St. 
18  Wetherbee  St. 
13  Railroad  St. 

Hosmer   St . 
Bldg.    20,   Unit  135 
32  Mohegan  Rd. 


Great  Road 

49   Newtown  Road 

49  Newtown  Road 

498  Great  Rd . 

430  Main  St. 

18  Wetherbee  St. 


Approximate 
Amount  Due: 
I  300 
750 
1,110 
1  ,000 
100 
750 
700 
200 

14 , 200 

600 

400 

400 
1  ,050 
1  ,  100 
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in  J  in  f  • 

Address 

Appr omixim 
Amount  Due 

Roy  A.  Antonelli 

43  Fort  Pond  Rd. 

$  800 

Alice  &   Brenda  Balam 

16  Upland  Ave,  Newton 

150 

Michael  E.  Barton 

13  Railroad  St. 

200 

Brantwood  Realty  Trust, 

Peter   H.    Holms,  Trustee 

Charles  River  Rd . , 

Waltham  4,300 

Cacciatore  Realty  Trust 

G lea  sonda le 

550 

Robert  Campbell 

40  Nashoba  Rd . 

700 

Robert   S.    &   June  C.  Carney 

11  Minot  Ave. 

2,300 

Paul  J.    &   Susan  F.  Chisholm 

14  Chadwick  St. 

800 

Frank  &  Georgiana  Ciervo 

21   Prospect  St. 

400 

Combined   Investors  Realty  Trust, 

George  Naddore,  Trustee 

764  Main  St.,  Waltham 

5  ,000 

Concord  Financial  Corp. 

P.O.    Box  66,    265  Arling. 

St.  2,150 

Alan  &  Katherine  Crockett 

2  Harris  St. 

500 

Gerald   &   Beverly  Davis 

174  Main  St. 

200 

Joseph   &  Marie  Deignan 

272   School  St. 

350 

Rose  DiStefano  &   Bettina  Norton 

114  Quarry  Road 

500 

DM J  Realty 

43  Fort  Pond  Rd . 

300 

Richard  &  Anita  Dolan 

127  High  St. 

400 

Carroll  &  Joyce  Feltus 

61  Maple  St. 

1,  100 

Graham  Builders,  Inc. 

Republic  Rd . ,  Billerica 

1,200 

Murray  Goldstein 

Bldg.    18,   Unit  121 

Nagog 

Woods  800 

Gordon  &  Viola  Gravlin 

216  Central  St. 

600 

George  H.  Hartford 

108  River  St. 

350 

Belle  Linscott  &  Grace  Hinckley 

26  Whittemore  Dr . , 

Concord  600 

Belle  Linscott  &  Grace  Hinckley 

26  Whittemore  Dr . , 

Concord  800 

Hosmer  Realty  Trust,   Paul  H.  Mason, 

Trus.    457  Mass.  Ave. 

800 

Robert  W.  Hovey 

Bldg.    24,  Unit  171 

Nagog 

Woods  550 

Thomas   &  Mona  Jameson 

24  Wood  Lane 

900 

Patricia  Ann  Johnston 

528  Great  Road 

1 ,650 

Richard  Kates 

233  Harvard  St. 

100 

Abraham  &   Ruth  Katz 

Box  546,  Cambridge 

700 

William  &  Jennie  Kazokas 

90  Charter  Rd. 

750 

Keystone  Associates 

20  1  Great  Rd .  , 

152 ,200 

Philip  &   Janet  Lane 

23  Fort  Pond  Rd . 

150 

Eric  &  Marie  Larson 

249  Main  St. 

400 

Pearl  Jones  &  Allegra  Larson 

68  Concord  Rd. 

750 

Arnold  Levitt,   Eastern  Mortgage  Co. 

Chestnut  Hill 

850 

Donald  W.    &  Eleanor  Macauley 

53  Windsor  Ave. 

500 

William  M.   &   Barbara  McClure 

4   Spencer   Rd . , 

500 

Edwin  &  Neepya  Mayfield 

19   Hayward  Rd. 

250 

Mill  Dam  Trust,   Keizer  &  Higgins 

Several  Parcels 

550 

Lawrence  &   Beverly  Nichols 

37  Mohegan  Rd . 

150 

Bela  G.    &  Agatha  Nagy 

41  Flint  Rd. 

200 

Gilbert  F.    &  Helen  E.   Noakes,  Jr. 

177   School  St. 

1 ,600 

Nordic  Construction  Co. 

47  Parker  St. 

85 

John  S.    &  Wendy  A.  O'Leary 

Bldg.    20,   Unit  135 

Nagog 

Woodsl ,500 

248 


Name : 

Richard  J.    &  Mary  Jane  O'Neil 
Armando   &  Lorraine  Porrazzo 
Puritan  Village  Homes,  Inc. 
Revolutionary  Ridge  Co. 

Ridge  Realty  Trust,   Donald  F.  O'Grady, 

Trustee 

Paul  Nyquist  &  John  E.   Murphy,  Jr. 

John  P.    &   Carol  Salsgiver 

Richard  T.  Shutt 

Lillian  Frost  Taylor 

John  C.    &  Patricia  Ann  Vega,  Jr. 

Charles  W.  Webber 

John  C.    &  Lynne   E.  Wesley 

Francis   J.  White 

Arnold  D.    &  Diana  C.  Wilson 


Address : 

3  Bulette  Rd. 
43  Kinsley  Rd . 
Several  Parcels 
Several  Parcels 

Great  Rd . 

72  Liberty  St. 

29  Ethan  Allen  Dr. 

12  Olde  Surrey  Rd. 
861  Main  St. 

13  Captain  Forbush  Ln 
386   Central  St. 

6  Heald  Rd. 

2  Clover  Hill  Rd . 

498  Great  Rd. 


App  roximate 

Amount  Due: 

$  2,200 
3,000 
900 
1 ,  100 

37 ,000 
600 
250 
250 
100 
450 
350 
850 
600 
850 


Conclusion: 

In  order   to  abort   the   legal  action  now  in  progress  upon  these  properties 
and  others  in  various  stages   of   collection,    the  present   legal  owner  of  the 
above  properties  must   appear  in  person  prepared   to  pay  all   taxes   and  charges 
at   the  Collector  of   Taxes   office,   Town  Hall,  Main  Street,   Acton.      The  final 
net  amount  due  cannot  be  given  on  the   telephone,   and   interest   at   8%  runs  to 
the   date  of  payment  with  solvent   and  collected  funds. 


Daniel  J.  Breslin 

Town   Treasurer   and  Collector  of  Taxes 


Town  Accountant 


249 


W.    Roy  Wetherby 

Last  year   I   submitted  a   report   based  mainly   on   the  work   of   my  predecess- 
ors.     Having  just   completed  my  first   full  year  as   Town  Accountant,    I  feel 
much  better   qualified   to   submit   a  report   to  the   townspeople   on   the  activities 
of   the   accountant's  office. 

The  year  has   been  marked  by  major   changes   in   the   accounting  department. 
Per  vote   of   the   annual   town  meeting   the  mechanical   accounting  machine  which 
has   served   the   town  for   over   fifteen  years  has   been  replaced  by  a  mini-computer. 
With   the  aid   of   the  new  system  the   accounting   office  assumed   the   town  payroll 
function  which  had  previously  been  done  by   a   service  bureau.      As   of   January  1, 
1977  we  will  be  handling   the  payroll  for   the   regional  schools   as  well. 

The   computer  system  allows   us   to  generate   reports   detailing  expenditures 
by   department,   by   expense   category,    or  by  program.      This   is   a   service  which 
allows    town  management   to  know  exactly  where  monies   are  being   spent.  The 
monthly  reports  provide  a  valuable   tool   in  budget  preparations   for  upcoming 
fiscal   years.      Schedule  A,    a   report   for   the  state,   which  used   to   take  months 
to  prepare,    can  now  be   generated  by  a  computer  program.      It  will  be  possible 
in   the   future   to  store  voter   lists,    real  estate   data  and  planning  board 
information  on   the   new  machine. 

The  benefits  we  are  deriving  from  the  mini-computer   could  not  have  been 
possible  without   the   cooperation  of    the   town  department  heads.      As   a  part  of 
the   conversion  process   each   department  had   to  redesign   their   own  accounting 
ledgers   and   convert   them  into   our  master  system.    A  special  word   of  thanks 
must   go   to   the   town's   clerical  staff  who  managed   to   survive   the   turmoil  of 
the   computerization  process. 


Town  of  Acton 
Balance  Shwt 

JUNE  30,  1976 


LIABILITIES  AND  RESERVE 


Ceuih: 
Petty 
Central 

Feder.-il  Revenue  Sharing 


Accounts  Receivable: 
Levy  of  1966: 

Personal  Property 
Levy  of  1967: 

Personal  Property 
Uvy  of  1968: 

Peraonal  Property 
Uvy  of  1969: 

I'eraonal  Property 
N-vy  of  1970: 

IVraonal  Property 
Uvy  of  1971: 

I'oraonal  Property 
Uvy  of  1972: 

I'eraonal  Property 
Uvy  uf  1973: 

Personal  Property 

Keal  Eeta'e 
Uvy  of  1974: 

Personal  Property 

Real  Estate 
Uvy  of  1975: 

Personal  Property 

Real  Estate 
Uvy  of  1976: 

Personal  Property 
Reel  Estate 

Special  Assessment- 1967 
Street  Betterments 

Committed  Interest- 1967 
Street  Betterments 

1976  Special  Real  Eatata 

Chapter  497  Section  61 


Motor  Veh 
Uvy 
Uvy 
Uvy 
Uvy 
Uvy 
Uvy 
Uvy 
Uvy 
Uvy 
levy 
Uvy 
Uvy 


icle  Exctae: 

oC  1965 

of  1966 

of  1967 

of  1968 

of  1969 

of  1970 

of  1971 

of  1972 

of  1973 

of  1974 

of  1975 

of  1976 


Tex  Title  and  I'oaaessloas: 
Tax  Title 
Tax  Poeaeaelona 

Farm  Anlm.il  Exclae: 
Uvy  of  1976 

Tax  In  Litigation 


270.00 
1,892,632.83 
160.362.30 


496.35 

520.80 

306.00 

531.30 

926.65 

783.00 

357.73 

1,960.88 
2,164.58 

350.36 
6,652.46 

2,738.65 
95,356-00 

5,267. 36 
549.896.39 

156.29 
79.99 
198.09 


377.40 
483.58 
1,116. 16 
529. 19 
994.30 
3,431.47 
15,376.43 
49,658.48 
115,961. 69 
128,323.78 
56,645.82 
112.802.86 


4,607.83 
'793.  72 


$  2,053,265.13 


668,308.51 


5,401.55 

18.38 
1,116.64 


Payroll  Deductions: 

Inaurance,  Health  $ 
Insursnce,  Life 
Insursnce,  Other 
Insursnce,  Annuities 

Gurrantee  Dapoalta: 
Board  of  Appeals 
Performance  Bonds 
Performance  Bonds  (Forfeited) 

Age  ncy: 

Stete  Sele  Texes 
County  Dog  Licences 
Insursnce  Recovery  Cataa  School 
Emlnlnt  Domain: 

Wllleim  Livingston 

Herrlet  Davis 

Eveline  White 

Amass  Davis 

A  &  R  (Cats 

Tailing: 

Unclaimed  Checka 

Revolving  Fund: 
School  Lunch 

Premium  on  Uana: 

Federal  Cranta: 

School: 

PL  874,  Title  I 

PL  815  $ 
Title  I  Project  #76-002-0058 
Title  II  Library,  1972 
Title  II  Library,  1973 
Title  II  Llbrory,  ESEA 
Title  IV  PL  93-380 

Public    Law  #92-512  Revenue  Sharing 

State  Cranta: 

Magnet  Educatlon-Ch  636,  Sec  8 
Blcentenlal  Development,  Ch  686  of  1974 

Appropriation  Balance:     See  Schedule  A 

Overestimates,  1976: 
State: 

Air  Pollution  Control 
Mosquito  Control 
Special  Education 
County  Tax 

Cemetery  Land  Fund 

Recelpta  Reaerved  for  Appropriation: 
State  Aid  for  Library 
County-Dog  Llcencea 
Road  Machinery  Fund 


3,132.45 
313.56 
329.30 

5.793.08 


946.40 
6,200.00 
4.000.00 


40.77 
406-45 
40,000.00 

442.98 
3,096.45 
10,861.50 
11,082.33 
61.549.29 


52,947.61 

819.68 
4,611.51 
7.  60 
.20 
1 ,709.92 
255. 17 


1.00 
772.00 


401.27 
492.22 
27,153.00 
52  .273.  37 


5,538.75 
2,361.54 


9,568.39 


11,146.40 


127,479.77 

8,541.75 

26,595-06 
529.10 


1.0,351.69 
I (.0,362.  30 


77J.OO 
777,1?;?. 67 


80,319.86 
6,554.  3S 

9,067.31 


Aid  to  Highway: 
State 

County 


Department  nl : 
Fire 

Cemetery 

School 


Health  Inaurance: 


Unprovided  for  or  Overdrawn  Accounts: 
Undersatlm.net  -  1976: 
State: 

Recreation  Areas 


1976: 

Judgements  Ch.44  Section  31 
Trust  Fund  Income  to  be  Withdrawn 
From  Income  From  Trust  Fund 


Public  Uw  92-312,  Transfer  Authorised 


Revenue  1977 


161,628.00 
23.100.00 


642.75 
444. 00 
2.230.20 


8,500.00 
1.221.52 


184,728.00 

3,316.95 
3,020. 50 

786.93 

9,721.52 
150,000.  00 

11.482. 131. 98 


Approprlationa,  1977 

Tax  Title  Forecloaure 

Overlay  Reserve  for  Abatements 

Uvy  of  1966  $ 

Uvy  of  1967 

Uvy  of  1968 

Uvy  of  1969 

Uvy  of  1970 

Uvy  of  1971 

Uvy  of  1972 

Uvy  of  1973-1974 

Uvy  of  1975 

Uvy  of  1976 

Surplua 

Revenue  Reaerved  Until  Collected: 

Special  Aasessment:   Street  Betterments 

Motor  Vehicle  Exclae 

Tax  Title  and  Tax  Poaaaaaion 

Fran  Animal  Exclae 

Taxea  in  Litigation 

Aid  to  Highway 

Depertmental 

Health  Inaurance 


$  11,681,644.00 
335.00 


259. 19 
126.87 
306.00 
109.69 
926.  65 
783.00 
357.  73 
20,663.54 
25,853.09 
15.524.32 


434.37 
485,701.16 
5,401.55 
18.38 
1,116.64 
184,728.00 
3,316.95 
3.020.50 


64,930.08 
179.75 


Reaarve  of  Petty  Caah 
Surplus  Revenue 


6113,737.53 
?70.00 
1.1  III.?'.  1.59 


Total  Aaaeta 


i  15.047.951.62 


Total  Liabilities  and  Reaervea 


I  I  ..047.951.  62 
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Town  of  Acton 
Balance  Shoet 

JUNE  30,  1976 


DEFERRED  REVENUE  ACCOUNTS 
pprotloned  Street  Assessment  not  Due  $  12,117.26 

pprotioned  Street  Assessment  Revenue: 


DEBT  ACCOUNTS 


Net  Funded  or  Fixed  Debt 


Inside  the  Debt  Limit 


$  3,762,000.00 


Due 

la 

1976 

$ 

1,150 

32 

Florence  A  Merriam  Elem.   Sch.  $ 

20,000.00 

Due 

in 

1977 

1,150 

32 

Public  Works  Facility 

90,000.00 

Due 

In 

1978 

1,150 

32 

Highway  Dept.  Equipment 

190,000.00 

300,000.00 

Due 

in 

1979 

1,050 

32 

Due 

in 

1980 

1,050 

32 

Outside  the  Debt  Limit 

Due 

in 

1981 

1,050 

32 

Florence  A  Merriam  Elem.  Sch. 

60,000.0(1 

Due 

In 

1982 

729 

40 

Elm  St.   Douglas  Elem.  Sch. 

350,000.  00 

Due 

in 

1983 

729 

40 

Gates  Spruce  St.  School 

665,000.00 

Due 

In 

1984 

729 

32 

Mlnot  Ave  Conant  Elem.  Sch. 

1,200,000.00 

Due 

in 

1985 

597 

76 

Land  Acquisition  Commutter  Parking 

25,000.00 

Due 

in 

1986 

454 

91 

Land  Acquisition  Bond 

407,000.00 

Due 

in 

1987 

454 

91 

McCarthy  Town  School  Renovation 

650,000.00 

1,357,000.00 

Due 

In 

1988 

454 

91 

Due 

in 

1989 

454 

91 

Due 

in 

1990 

454 

91 

Fiscal  Cycle  Loan  Acts,  of  1973: 

Due 

In 

1991 

454 

91 

Teacher  Summer  Salaries 

105,000.00 

$  12,117.26  $ 

12,117.26 

$  3.762.000.00 

$ 

3,767,000.00 

LOANS  AUTHORIZED  -  NOT  ISSUE 


TRUST  ACCOUNTS 


uthorizcd:  Trust  Funds-Cash  St  Securities  in 

Art.   1  5/15/74  Conservation  Ch.40  Sec.  8c      $339,000.00  Custody  of  Treasurer                                          $  855,326.58 

Art.   11  5/12/75  Kennedy  Landfill  Purchase               360.00  Custody  of  Trustee  3,000.00 
Art.   12  5/12/75  Septage  Disposal  Kenndey  Land  736.00 
Art.   8  10/20/75  McCarthy  Town  Sch.  Renovationl00,000. 00 


ot  Issued: 

Art.   1  5/15/74  Conservation  Ch.40  Sec. 8c 
Art.   11  5/12/75  Kennedy  Landfill  Purchase 
Art.   12  5/12/75  Septage  Disposal  Kennedy  Land 
Art.  8  10/20/75  McCarthy  Town  Sch.  Renovation_ 


$  339,000.00 
360.  00 
736.00 
100,000.00 


In  Custody  ot  Town  Treasurer  See  Schedule  B 
In  Custody  of  Trustees-Charlotte  Goodnow  Fund 


$  855,326.58 
3,000.00 


$440,096.00 


$  440,096.00 


$        830.326. 58    $      H  ill.  126.58 


SCHEDULE  A 


6/24/57  Art- 

6 

Civil  Defense  Power  Unit  $ 

300. 

00 

5/12/75 

Art.  11 

Landfill  Purchase  Kennedy 

$ 

12,172 

53 

3/  9/58  " 

39 

Archives  Committee 

792 

75 

5/12/75 

13 

Landfill-Construction 

738 

30 

10/19/64 

2 

Douglas  School 

741 

65 

5/12/75 

14 

Sewage  Disposal  Construction 

78 

34 

3/13/67  " 

10 

Gates  School 

179. 

49 

5/12/75 

"  16 

Ambulance  E.M. S.  Program 

9,976. 

63 

3/13/67  " 

32 

Emergency  Operation  Center 

1,000. 

00 

5/12/75 

"  17 

School  Zone  Establish 

2,076 

00 

3/  9/70  " 

19 

Mi  not  Ave  School 

189. 

47 

5/12/75 

"  18 

McCarthy  Town  Renovation 

518 

69 

3/  9/70  " 

20 

Kennedy  Land  Lease 

10 

00 

5/12/75 

"  20 

Construction  or  Road  Improvement 

5,798 

00 

3/  9/70  " 

62 

Mt.  Hope  Cemetery  Improvements 

892 

00 

5/12/75 

21 

Construction  or  Road  Improvement 

'.0,598 

00 

3/  8/71  " 

36 

Youth  Commission 

48 

67 

5/12/75 

22 

Drainage  Project  Ch  825 

13,598 

74 

3/  8/71  " 

46 

Main  St.  and  Pope  Road  Land 

4,006 

00 

5/12/75 

ii  23 

Mass.  Bay  Transportation  Authority 

(MBTA) 

366. 

23 

3/  8/71  " 

54 

90  Construction  Central  Street 

30,800 

00 

5/12/75 

"  31 

Town  Hall  Renovations 

3,152. 

86 

5/13/72  " 

54 

90  Construction  Central  Street 

30,800 

00 

5/12/75 

41 

Jenks  Land  Purchase  for  Recreation 

Conser. 

41 

50 

5/13/72 

57 

Patriots  Road 

1,125 

43 

5/12/75 

ii  42 

Putnam  Land  Purchase  for  Recreation  Conser. 

29 

64 

3/12/73  " 

19 

West  Acton  Library  Improvements 

18 

10 

5/12/75 

"  46 

Eastern  Mortgage  Co.   Land  Purchase 

for 

3/12/73 

27 

90  Construction  Central  Street 

30,800 

00 

Recreation  &  Conservations 

410 

00 

3/12/73 

34 

Development  Town  Land  for  Recreation 

8,462 

42 

10/20/75 

6 

Preliminary  Plans  New  Town  Hall 

12,000 

DO 

6/18/73  " 

10 

School  Maintenance  Equipment  Storage 

85 

62 

10/20/75 

"  7 

Recreation  Summer  Swim  Program 

1,940. 

59 

5/13/74  " 

22 

90  Construction  Central  Street 

30,800 

00 

10/20/75 

8 

McCarthy  Town  Reconstruction 

368,91'j. 

24 

5/13/74  " 

24 

Sidewalk  Construction 

9,114 

73 

10/20/75 

15 

Computerization  of  Assessed  Valuation 

25,629 

17 

5/13/74 

32 

Great  Hill  Recreation 

79,894 

55 

10/20/75 

16 

Commuter  Parking  Facility  Land  Purchase 

61 

00 

5/13/74 

44 

Mt.  Hope  Cemetery  Roads 

3,000 

00 

4/14/76 

"  3 

MBTA  Commuter  Rail  Service 

5,000 

00 

5/13/74  " 

45 

Cemetery  Planning  (Woodlawn  &  Mt.  Hope) 

10,000 

00 

4/14/76 

n  4 

MBTA  Commuter  Rail  Service 

15,000 

00 

12/  3/74  " 

10 

Treasurer  &  Collector  Accountant  Salaries 

1,860 

23 

12/  3/74  " 

13 

Plans  Studies  Refuse  Disposal 

13,033 

33 

Total 

Outstanding  Articles 

$ 

7/7,122. 

±1 

5/12/75  " 

10 

Surplus  Goverment  Property 

1,056 

72 

SCHEDULE  B 


Charity  Funds: 
Betsey  M.  Ball 
Elizabeth  M.  White  T-16 
Georgia  Ii.  Whitney  T-18 
Varnum  Tuttle  Memorial  T-28 

Cemetery  Funds: 
George  T  Ames  T-3 
Arlette  Appleyard  T-4 
Perpetual  Care  T-6 
A.   B.  Conant  Family  T- 7 
Dr.   Robe i- 1   I  Davis  T-10 
Martha  1-   Desmond  T-ll 
Elbridgc  Jones  Robbins  &  Desc.  T-12 
Elbridgc   I.   Robbins  Lot  Woodlawn  T-13 
Captain  Robbins  Lot  Woodlawn  T- 14 

Ethel  R.   Robbins,  Fred  Robbins  &  George  T  Ames  T-15 

Georgia  E.  Whitney  T-19 

Frank  C  H.iyward  T-20 

Holt  &  Scott  T-21 

Mrs.  Harry  O'Neil  T-22 

Frank  R  Know 1  ton  T-23 

Luke  Blanchnrd  T-24 

Henry  S.   Raymond  Monument  T-25 


30,008.35 
38,414.66 
15,312.74 
.O2,405.58 


722.  66 
2,862.20 
242,914. 31 
1,716.33 
1,664.13 
3,794.49 
1,303.65 
2,172. 66 
3,833.10 
32,203.68 
2,681.68 
2,590.45 
943.39 
558.90 
1,628.96 
3,710.30 
1,925.88 


Henry  S.  Raymond  Care  T-26 
Susan  Noyes  Hosmer  T-27 
J.  Roland  Wetherbee  T-29 
Sarah  A.  Watson  T-31 
Carrie  F  Wells  T-33 
Jenks  Family  T-34 
Mary  E.  Smith  T-35 
Ernest  C.  Jones  T-36 

Library  t±  Educational  Funds: 

Acton  High  School  Conant  Fund  T- 1 

Wilde  Memorial  T-30 

Georgia  E  Whitney  Memorial  T-17 

Firemen's  Relief  Funa». 
Acton  T-2 
West  Acton  T-32 
1975  Celebration  Fund  T-8 
Conservation  Fund  T-9 
Acton  Youth  Program  Fund  T-37 
Acton  Historical  Society 
James  E  Kinsley 

Total  Trust  Accounts  in  Custody  of  Town  Treasurer 


3,841. 11 
121,758.51 

2  1  ,/78. 71 
4  ,  129.91 
5, •>■><,.  87 

55, MM?.  18 
2  ,  108.93 
1  ,122.10 


4,4/4.49 
39,25/.  // 
22,226.70 


24,932. 31 
2,139.41 
9'.7.64 
86, HMO. 13 
23, '.74. 00 
19,055.28 
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Statement  of  Appropriations  and  Disbursements 

JULY  1,  1975  to  JUNE  30,  1976 


APPROPRIATED 

WARRANT  BUDGET  ITEM                              OR  AVAILABLE  DISBURSED 

General  Government: 
Moderator 

1.  Salary                                                $  200.00  $  120.00 

2.  Expenses  20.00  0.00 

Finance  Committee 

3.  Expenses  150.00  65.00 
Selectmen 

4.  Salaries  40,030.00  35,955.95 

5.  Expenses  (Appropriated)  20,995.00 

(Reserve  Fd  Transfer)  3,500.00  24,493.86 

6.  Capital  Outlay 

Appropriated  3,000.00 

Reserve  Fd  Transfer  1,200.00  4,185.02 

7.  Legal  Services 

Appropriated  20,000.00 

Reserve  Fd  Transfer  7,597.83  27,597.83 

8.  Legal  Services  Expenses  1,000.00  1,000.00 

9.  Appraisals  &  Surveys  1,000.00  300.00 

10.  Out  of  State  Travel  1,500.00  1,183.58 

Town  Office  Clerical  Staff 

11.  Salaries                                                136,530.00  136,108.40 

Engineering  Department 

12.  Salaries  65,955.00  60,298.83 

13.  Expenses  5,085.00  5,027.88 

Town  Accountant 

15.  Salary  16,290.00  13,273.31 

16.  Expenses 

Appropriated  1,000.00 

Reserve  Fd  Transfer  507.20  1,506.74 

Town  Treasurer  &  Collector 

17.  Salary  15,405.00  15,405.00 

18.  Expenses 

Appropriated  14,925.00 

Reserve  Fd  Transfer  2,000.00  16,925.00 


Town  Assessors 

19.  Salary 

20.  Expenses 


18,090.00 
7,225.00 


17,881.82 
7,224.90 
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WARRANT  BUDGET  ITEM 


APPROPRIATED 
OR  AVAILABLE 


DISBURSED 


BALANCE 


Town  Clerks 

21.  Salary  ! 

22.  Expenses 

Election  &  Registrations 

23.  Salaries 

Special  Town  Meeting 
Transfer 

24.  Expenses 

Appropriated 
Interdept.  Transfer  Special  Town  Meeting 
Reserve  Fd  Transfer 

Planning  Board 

25.  Salaries 

26.  Expenses 

Personnel  Board 
27-  Expenses 


Board  of  Appeals 
28.  Expenses* 


Appropriated 
Reserve  Fd  Transfer 


6,530.00 
1,050.00 


9,880.00 


6,140.00 
2,000.00 
340.  67 


10,665.00 
11,300.00 


100.  00 


300.00 
125.00 


$      6,530.00  $ 
1,001.80 


4,373.73 
2,000. 00 

8,480.67 


10,665.00 
11,153.04 


0.00 


0.00 
48.20 


3,506.27 


0.00 


0. 00 
146.96 


100. 00 


317.35 


107.65 


Conservation  Commission 

30.  Salary 

31.  Expenses 

Archives  Committee 

32.  Expenses 

Public  Ceremonies  &  Celebration 

33.  Expenses 

Buildings  &  Grounds 

34.  Salaries 

35.  Utilities 

Appropriation 
Reserve  Fd  Transfer 

36.  Expenses 

Town  Report  Committee 

38.  Expenses 

Youth  Commission 

39.  CODE 

40.  Expenses 


4,870.00 
1,000.00 


195.00 
2,500.00 

19,735.00 

40,000.00 
4,000.00 
17,800.00 

7,000.00 


4,430.00 
7,000.00 


2,653.60 
531.84 


50.00 


2,091.68 


17,528.42 


40,690.  72 
17,151.55 


6,460.35 


4,430.00 
6,828.21 


2,216.40 
468.16 


145.00 


408. 32 


2,206.58 


3,309.28 
648.45 


539.65 


0. 00 
171.79 


WARRANT  BUDGET  ITEM 


APPROPRIATED 
OR  AVAILABLE 


DISBURSED  BALANCE 


Historical  Commission 

41.  Expenses                                              $  200.00 

Council  on  Aging 

42.  Expenses  6,015.00 

Total  General  Government  Annual  T.M.  525,110.00 

Interdept.  Transfer  Special  T.  M.  2,000.00 

Reserve  Fund  Transfer  19,270. 70 

Protection  of  Persons  and  Property: 
Police  Department 

43.  Regular  Salaries  294,820.00 

44.  Other  Salaries  116,705.00 

45.  Expenses  27,815.00 

Fire  Department 

47.  Regular  Salaries 

Appropriated  358,885.00 

Special  T.  M.  1,972.41 

Reserve  Fd  Transfer  1,075.00 

48.  Other  Salaries 

Appropriated  110,390.00 

Special  T.  M.  8,900.00 

Reserve  Fd  Transfer  2,500.00 

49.  Expenses  34,110.00 

50.  Capital  Outlay  800.00 

Sealer  of  Weights  and  Measures 

51-     Salary  660.00 

52.  Expenses  65.00 

Insect  Pest  Control 

53.  Wages  4,455.00 
54-     Expenses  6,585.00 

Town  Forest  Committee 

55.  Expenses  100.00 

Tree  Department 

56.  Wages  6,575.00 

57.  Expenses  9,000.00 


86.34  $ 


6,014.93 


2,000.00 
515,592.35 


288,755. 17 
93,253.72 
27,806.01 


361,922.93 


121,772.55 
34,104.02 
780.00 


660.00 
61.55 


4,244.38 
6,468.91 


70.48 


6,400.22 
8,952.09 


113.66 


.07 


28,788.35 


6,064.83 
23,451.28 
8.99 


9.48 


17.45 
5.98 
20.00 


0.00 
3.45 


210.62 
116.09 


29.52 


174.78 
47.91 


Inspector  of  Wires 
58.  Expenses 


6,500.00 


1,186.00 


5,314.00 
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WARRANT  BUDGET  ITEM 

Inspector  of  Gas  Piping  &  Appliances 
59-    Expenses  $ 

Building  Commissioner 
60.  Salaries 
61*  Expenses 

Dog  Officer 

62.  Wages 

63.  Expenses 

Building  Committee 

64.  Expenses 

Civil  Defense 

65.  Expenses 

Town  Utilities 

66.  Hydrant  Rental 

67.  Street  Lighting 

Total  Protection  of  Persons  &  Property 
Annual  Town  Meeting 
Special  Town  Meeting 
Re  serve  Fund  Transfer 

Highways: 

Highway  Department 

68.  Salaries  and  Wages 
Overtime  for  Snow 

Appropriated 
Reserve  Fund  Transfer 
Expenses  General 

Appropriated 
Special  Town  Meeting 
Snow  and  Ice  Control 

Appropriated 
Reserve  Fund  Transfer 
Machinery  Expenses 
Gasoline  and  Diesel  Fuel 
Appropriated 
Reserve  Fund  Transfer 
Capital  Outlay 
Total  Highway 
Annual  Town  Meeting 
Special  Town  Meeting 
Reserve  Fund  Transfer 


APPROPRIATED 
OR  AVAILABLE 


DISBURSED 


BALANCE 


4,000.00       $         1,360.00  $  2,640.00 


69. 


70. 


72. 


73. 
74. 


77. 


31,225.00 
2,700. 00 


1,200.00 
500.00 


75.00 


2,500.00 


38,375.00 
44,000.00 

1, 102 i 040. 00 
10,872.41 
3,575.00 


188,620.00 

20,000.00 
9,200.00 

65,840.00 
10,797.73 

50,000.00 
21,946.29 
37,275.00 

30,000.00 
14,332.00 
7,375.00 

399,110.00 
10,797.  73 
45,478.29 


31,218.31 
2,220.91 


1,200.00 
0.00 


0.00 


2,184.36 


37,985.00 
41,636.47 


1,074,243.08 


185,971.10 


26,797.10 


75,852.39 


71,945.57 
37,236.13 


44,238.72 
7,325.98 


449,366.99 


6.69 
479.09 


0.00 
500. 00 


75.00 


315.64 


390. 00 
2,363.53 


42,244.33 


2,648.90 


2,402.90 


785. 34 


.72 
38.87 


93.28 
49.02 


6,019.03 


WARRANT  BUDGET  ITEM 


APPROPRIATED 
OR  AVAILABLE 


DISBURSED  BALANCE 


Health  and  Sanitation: 
Health  and  Sanitation 
78.  Salaries 


79.  Expenses 


80. 


Appropriated 
Special  Town  Meeting 


Appropriated 
Special  Town  Meeting 
Garbage  Collection 


45,790. 00 
2,203.00 

35,940.00 
2,667.00 
28,100.00 


46,382.51 


35,518.49 
28,000.20 


1,615.49 


3,088.51 
99.80 


Inspector  of  Animals 

81.  Wages 

82.  Expenses 


170.00 
30.00 


170.00 
30.00 


0.  00 
0.  00 


Plumbing  Inspector 

83.  Expenses 
Total  Health  and  Sanitation 
Annual  Town  Meeting 
Special  Town  Meeting 


6,000.00 


116,030.00 
4,875.00 


2,217.50 


112,318.70 


3,782.50 


8,586.30 


Cemeteries: 
Cemeteries 

84.  Salaries  &  Wages 

85.  Expenses 

86.  Capital  Outlay 
Total  Cemeteries 
Annual  Town  Meeting 


56,100.00 
15,225.00 
1,840.00 

73,165.00 


56,098.99 
15,194.38 
1,831.56 

73,124.93 


1.01 
30.  62 
8.44 

40.07 


Recreation: 
Recreation 

87.  Salaries  &  Wages 

88.  Expenses 

89.  Capital  Outlay 
Total  Recreation 
Annual  Town  Meeting 


62,615.00 
31,250.00 
1,400.00 

95,265.00 


58,132.21 
29,407.66 
1,329.  64 

88,869.51 


4,482.79 
1,842.34 
70.36 

6,395.49 


Veterans  Aid: 
Veterans  Services 

90.  Salary 

91.  Expenses 

92.  Aid 

Total  Veterans  Aid 
Annual  Town  Meeting 


5,640.00 
275.00 
30,000.00 

35,915.00 


5,640.  00 
152.34 
12,817.18 


18,609.52 


0.00 
122.66 
17,182.82 

17,305.48 


Pensions 

93.     Pension  Fund 
Total  Pensions 
Annual  Town  Meeting 


124,140.00 
124,140.00 


124,129.77 
124,129.77 


10.23 


10.23 
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WARRANT  BUDGET  ITEM 


APPROPRIATED 
OR  AVAILABLE 


DISBURSED 


BALANCE 


Insurance: 

94.  Group  Health  Insurance  $ 

95.  Other  Insurance 

96.  Insurance  Advisor 
Total  Insurance 
Annual  Town  Meeting 

Maturing  Debt  and  Interest  Town  Govern) 
Highway  Department  Building 

97.  Maturing  Debt 

98.  Interest 


112,300.00 
50,000.00 
1,500.00 

163,800.00 


35,000.00 
6,130. 00 


109,448.24  $ 
37,846.15 
1,500.00 

148,794.39 


35,000.00 
6,127.50 


2,851.76 
12,153.85 
0.00 


15,005.61 


0.00 
2.50 


Highway  Equipment 

99.  Maturing  Debt 
100.  Interest 


65,000.00 
9,790.00 


65,000.00 
9,790.00 


0.00 
0.  00 


Anticipation  of  Revenue  Notes 

103.  Interest 

Total  Maturing  Debt  and  Interest 
Annual  Town  Meeting 

Libraries: 
Memorial  Library 

104.  Salaries 

Appropriated 

105.  Expenses 

106.  Books 

107.  Capital  Outlay 


10,000. 00 


125,920.00 


107,705.00 
25,350.00 
28,000.00 
2,000.00 


0.00 


115,917.50 


101, 817. 2f 
25,295.  5< 
27,999.90 
1,999.53 


10,000.00 
10,002. 50 


5,887.  74 
54.42 
.10 
.47 


West  Acton  Library 

108.  Salaries 

109.  Expenses 
Total  Libraries 
Annual  Town  Meeting 

Local  Schools: 
Local  School 

112.  Operating  Expenses 

113.  Blanchard  Auditorium  Expenses 
Total  Local  Schools 

Annual  Town  Meeting 

Maturing  Debt  &  Interest  Local  School 
Merriam  School 

116.  Maturing  Debt 

117.  Interest 


6,940.00 
2.145.00 


172,140.00 


3,320,258.00 
34,718.00 

3,354,976.00 


40,000* 00 
3,600.00 


6,684.03 
1,940.70 

165,737.00 


3,190,580.96 
32,862.07 

3,223,443.03 


40,000.00 
3,600.00 


255.97 
204.30 


6,403.00 


129,677.04 
1,855.93 


131T532.97 


0.00 
0.00 
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APPROPRIATED 


WARRANT  BUDGET  ITEM 

OR  AVAILABLE 

DISBURSED 

BALANCE 

Douglas  School 

ITS        Marun'  no    T"lfi»Kr  ^ 

119.  Interest 

•jc  nnn  nn 
12,865.00 

9         jj , uuu. uu  9 
12,862.50 

n  nn 
U.  UU 

2.50 

Gates  School 

120.  Maturing  Debt 

121.  Interest 

60,000.00 
28,495.00 

60,000.00 
28,495.00 

0.00 
0.  00 

Conant  School 

122.  Maturing  Debt 

123.  Interest 

85,000.00 
70,825.00 

85,000.00 
70,822.50 

0.  00 
2.50 

Teachers  Summer  Pay 
124.     Maturing  Debt 
LZd*  interest 

105,000.00 

i i   tftn  nn 
LZ , oUU. UU 

105,000.00 

to    £nn  nn 
LZ.  ,  bUU.  UU 

0.00 
0.  00 

Total  Maturing  Debt  &  Interest  Local 
Schools 

Annual  Town  Meeting 

453,385.00 

453,380.00 

5.00 

Regional  Schools: 

Acton- Boxborough  Regional  School 

126.     Operating  Expenses 

3,327,283.00 

3,113,684.00 

213,599.00 

Total  Regional  Schools 
Annual  Town  Meeting 

3,327,283.  00 

3,113,684.00 

213,599.00 

Maturing  Debt  &  Interest  Regional  Sch: 
Acton- Boxborough  Regional  School 
127.     Maturing  Debt  and  Interest 

1    O  O                      fTt  a    a  a  I—  a  —  a         C  _  a    ■            a                  [  1  a— _         —  1     1           T\  A  X«.  *— 

lzo.     ieacners  bummer  rayroll  Debt 
and  Interest 

301,876.00 
122,757.00 

150,938.00 
0.00 

150,938.00 
122,757.00 

Total  Regional  School  Maturing  Debt 
and  Interest 
Annual  Town  Meeting 

424,633.00 

150,938.00 

273,695.00 

Vocational  Schools: 
Minuteman  Vocational  School 

129.  Operating  Expenses 

130.  Maturing  Debt  and  Interest 

200,926.00 
68,862.00 

200,926.00 
68,862.00 

0.00 
0.00 

Other  Vocational  Schools 
131.     Tuition  and  Transportation 
Total  Vocational  Schools 
Annual  Town  Meeting 

19,560.00 
289,348.00 

14,449. 63 
284,237. 63 

5,110.37 
5,110.37 

Grand  total  of  Appropriations 
Reserve  Fund  Transfers  Disbursements 
and  Unexpended  Balance  of  Budget  Items 


Appropriated 

Annual  Town  Meeting  10,782,260.00 
Special  Town  Meeting  26,545.14 
Reserve  Fund  Transfer  68,323.99 

Interdept.  Transfer  STM         2.000.00  2.000.00   

10,112,386.40  764,742.73 
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Education 


Cafeteria  --  Revolving  Fund 
Federal  Grants 

Public  Law  874 

Gateway  -  Title  1 

Project  76-002-0058  Title 

Title  111 

Library  ESEA  -  Title  11 
Public  Law  93-380  -  Title 
Chapter  636  Sec  8  Magnet 


4B 


$  170,564.97 

83,801. 61 
24,380.00 
27,484.00 
20,000.00 
7,479.06 
1,276.65 
3,237.  68 


$      143,969.91  $  26,595.06 


Chapter  766  Funds  Special  Needs  9,786.00 


30,854.00 
24,380.00 
22,872.49 
20,000.00 
5,769.14 
1,021.48 
3,236.  68 
9,786.00 


52,947. 61 
0.00 
4,611.51 
0.00 
1,709.92 
255.  17 
1.00 
0.00 


Project  74-C  211-022  Safety 


1,395.00 


1,395.00 


0.00 


Bicentennial 

Grant  CH  686  Acts  of  1974 


1,072.00 


300.00 


772.00 
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T.  M. 

ART 

DATE 

NO. 

1973 

3/12 

17 

3/12 

24 

3/12 

28 

3/12 

29 

3/12 

34 

1974 

5/13 

24 

5/13 

32 

5/13 

34 

12/3 

8 

12/3 

10 

1975 

5/12 

10 

5/12 

11 

5/12 

12 

5/12 

13 

5/12 

14 

5/12 

15 

5/12 

16 

5/12 

17 

5/12 

18 

5/12 

19 

5/12 

22 

5/12 

23 

5/12 

25 

5/12 

27 

5/12 

31 

5/12 

41 

5/12 

42 

5/12 

43 

5/12 

44 

5/12 

45 

5/12 

46 

5/12 

48 

5/12 

51 

PURPOSE 


APPROPRIATED 
OR  AVAILABLE 


DISBURSED 


BALANCE 


Cemetery  Truck  $  11.50 

Sidewalk  Construction  4,559.22 

Surplus  Government  Property  112.40 

Highway  Equipment  2,750.00 

Land  Development  for  Recreation  8,537.42 


11.19 

4,559.22 
112.40 
2,750.00 
75.00 


.31 
0.00 
0.00 
0.00 
8,462.42 


Sidewalk  Construction  10,000.00  885.27  9,114.73 

Great  Hill  Recreation  82,468.55  2,574.00  79,894.55 

Fire  Engine  Pumper  37,155.00  37,155.00  0.00 

Collective  Bargaining  3,234.94  3,234.94  0.00 

Treasurer  Accountant  Transition  6,721.05  4,860.82  1,860.23 


Surplus  Government  Property 

2,000.00 

934.28 

1,056.72 

Kennedy  Landfill  Purchase 

111,000.00 

Reserve  Fund  Transfer 

4,523.90 

103,351.37 

12,172.53 

Kennedy  Septage  Land 

35,000.00 

35,000.00 

0.00 

Landfill  Construction 

2,000.00 

1,261.70 

738.30 

Sewage  Disposal  Construction 

14,500.00 

14,421.66 

78.34 

Vehicle  Purchase 

27,300.00 

27.300.00 

0.00 

Ambulance 

66,400.00 

56,423.32 

9,976.68 

School  Zone 

5,000.00 

2,924.00 

2,076.00 

McCarthy  Towne  School  Plans 

40,000.00 

39,481.31 

518.69 

Community  Education 

10,430.00 

10,430.00 

0.00 

Drainage  Projects 

206,000.00 

192,401.26 

13,598.74 

Mass  Bay  Transp.  Authority 

3,000.00 

2,633.77 

366-23 

Bicentennial  Funds 

4,500.00 

4,500.00 

0.00 

Cemetery  Land  Acquisition 

1,601.00 

1,601.00 

0.00 

Town  Hall  Renovations 

11,500.00 

8,347.14 

3,152.86 

Jenks  Land  Rec  &  Cons. 

28,000.00 

27,958.50 

41.50 

Putnam  Land  Rec  &  Cons. 

13,000.00 

12,970.  36 

29.64 

Young  Land  Rec.  &  Cons. 

85,000.00 

85,000.00 

0.  00 

Cacciatore  Land  Rec.  &  Cons. 

90,000.00 

90,000.00 

0.00 

Taylor  Land  Rec  &  Cons. 

10,000.00 

10,000.00 

0.00 

Eastern  Mortage  Land  Rec.  &  Cons. 

35,000.00 

34,584.00 

416.00 

Thomas  E  Reed  Conservation  Land 

1,200.00 

1,200.00 

0.00 

Minot  Ave  Acceptance 

1.600.00 

1,600.00 

0.  00 

26  1 


T.  M. 

ART.  APPROPRIATED 

DATE 

NO.                          PURPOSE                                 OR  AVAILABLE 

DISBURSED 

BALANCE 

1975 

10/20 

7           Recreation  Summer  Swim  Prograra$  4,224.00 

$  2,283.41 

$  1,940.59 

10/20 

8           McCarthy  Towne  School  Reconst.  650,000.00 

281,080.76 

368,919.24 

10/20 

12         Unpaid  Bill  K  &  S  Construction  711.00 

711.00 

0.00 

10/20 

15         Computerization  Assessed  Val  30,000.00 

4,370.83 

25,629. 17 

10/20 

16         Commuter  Parking  Facility  25,000.00 

24,939.00 

61.00 

Interdepartmental  Trans  STM  2,000.00 

2,000.00 

Reserve  Fund  Transfer  72,847.89 

Appropriated  or  Available  12,828,798.19 

11,-09,906.61 

1,391,739.47 

Cemetery  Department    Various  Trust 

24,001. 52 

Charity  Funds  Various  Persons 

1,647.47 

Education  Various  Purposes 

2,603.91 

Conservation  Fund 

15,586.71 

1975  Celebration  Funds 

5,200.78 

Judgements  Chapter  44  Section  31 

8,500.00 

Total  Operating  Disbursements 

11,567*447.00 

Other 

Cash  Disbursements: 

Agency 

Federal  Income  Tax  Withheld 

694,253.09 

State  Income  Tax  Withheld 

207,432.26 

Middlesex  County  Retirement 

85,128.00 

Teachers  Retirement 

125,522.28 

Blue  Cross  Blue  Shield 

19,789.83 

Group  Life  Insurance 

4,222. 14 

Teacher  School  Insurance 

1,851.31 

Teacher  Annuities 

39,309.18 

Teacher  Credit  Union 

26,463.92 

Fire  Department  Dues 

2,046.00 

Highway  Department  Dues 

936.00 

Acton  Teachers  Associations 

15,849.25 

Payroll  Adjustments 

33.64 

Board  of  Appeals  Guarantee  Deposit 

361.60 

Sales  Tax  on  Medallions 

116.94 

Unclaimed  Checks 

492.74 

Performance  Bonds 

6,458.00 

1976  Fiscal  County  Tax 

379,549.94 

1976  Fiscal  Air  Pollution 

1,120.  67 

1976  Fiscal  Mosquito  Control 

6,337.00 

262 


T.  M.  ART. 
DATE  NO. 


PURPOSE 


APPROPRIATED 
OR  AVAILABLE 


DISBURSED 


BALANCE 


Other  Cash  Disbursements  Cont.: 
Agency  Cont. 

1976  Fiscal  Motor  Vehicle  Bills 
1976  Fiscal  State  Recreation 
1976  Fiscal  Elderly  Retires 
1976  Metropolitan  Area  Plan  Cou. 
Conservation  Land  Fill  Interest 
Middlesex  County  Dog  Lie.  Fee 
Off  Duty  Police 
Other  Off  Duty  Details 

Refunds: 

Taxes 

Veterans  Benefits  Due  Town  of 
Acushnet 

P  L  8910  Due  A/b  Regional  School 


1,871.55 
75,549.91 
450.05 
2,215.50 
6,750.00 
4,304.30 
21,517.95 
865.95 


55,733.56 

1,275.93 
16,038.00 


Trust: 


Perpetual  Care 
Trust  Fund  Transfers 


11,880.00 
12,728.59 


Investments: 

Certificate  of  Deposit 

Add  Cash  Refunds 
Total  Disbursements 


1,725,000.00 
15,120,902.08 

 74.00 

$15,120,976.08 
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Supplementary 

r  inancifli  uaca.          ine  uucxpenoeu  uaiance  oi  uric 

iu  jl  i  owi  ng  atiicics  were 

closed  out  during  the  year  and 

transferred  to  Surplus 

Revenue. 

r.  M. 

ART. 

DATE 

NO. 

PURPOSE 

BALANCE 

1966 

12/5 

12 

Regional  Disposal  Plan  Committee 

$  8.91 

1969 

3/10 

33 

Town  Forest  Access  Construction 

10.29 

1970 

3/  9 

55 

Tot-Lot  Equipment  Goward  Field 

199.30 

6/29 

4 

Assabet  Regional  Refuse  Plan  Board 

954.20 

6/29 

7 

Highway  Funds  Sec  4  Ch  768  Act  of  69 

17.33 

1971 

3/  8 

38 

Purchase  State  and  Edney  Land 

7,000.00 

3/  8 

64 

Picnic  Facilities  at  Town  Forest 

750.00 

1972 

3/13 

12 

Recycling  Operation  and  Maintenance 

390.00 

3/13 

18 

Basketball  Courts  Elm  Street 

1,903.33 

3/13 

34 

Keizer  Land 

333.46 

3/13 

41 

Mosquito  Ecology  Study 

800. 00 

3/13 

55 

Town  Common 

1,019.20 

1973 

3/12 

17 

Cemetery  Truck 

.31 

3/12 

32 

Purchasing  of  Programmable  Calculator 

59.75 

6/18 

6 

Mosquito  Fogging  Machine 

355.00 

1974 

5/13 

12 

Memorial  Library  Staff  Week-ends 

26.51 

1975 

5/13 

53 

Reserve  Funds 

2,152.11 

$15,979.70 
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The  Finance  Committee  authorized  the  following  transfers  from  the  Reserve  Fund 
during  the  year  ending  June  30,  1976. 


Appropriation 
Transfers  to  Articles: 


$  75,000.00 


T.  M. 

ART. 

DATE 

NO. 

PRUP0SE 

1975 

2/28 

11 

Landfill  Purchase  Kennedy 

$ 

4,523.90 

Transfers  to  Budget  Line  Items 

1976 

1/31 

69 

Highway  Department  Overtime  for 

Snow 

6,000.00 

1/31 

74 

Highway  Department  Gas  &  Diesel 

Fuel 

9,832.00 

2/17 

72 

Highway  Department  Snow  &  Ice 

10,000. 00 

3/  8 

72 

Highway  Department  Snow  &  Ice 

1,946.29 

3/19 

16 

Town  Accountant  Expenses 

507.20 

3/19 

69 

Highway  Department  Overtime  for 

Snow 

3,200.00 

3/19 

72 

Highway  Department  Snow  &  Ice 

10,000.  00 

5/  6 

74 

Highway  Department  Gas  &  Diesel 

Fuel 

4,500.00 

5/31 

5 

Selectmen's  Expenses 

3,500.00 

5/31 

6 

Selectmen's  Capital  Outlay 

1,200.00 

5/31 

18 

Town  Treasurer  Expenses 

2,000.00 

5/31 

28 

Board  of  Appeal  Expenses 

125.00 

5/31 

35 

Building  &  Grounds  Utilities 

4,000.00 

5/31 

47 

Fire  Department  Regular  Salaries 

1,075.00 

6/21 

24 

Election  &  Registration  Expenses 

340. 67 

6/21 

48 

Fire  Department  Other  Salaries 

2,500.00 

6/30 

7 

Selectmen  Legal  Services 

7,597.  83 

4,523.90 


68,323.99 
72,847.89 
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ACTON  STREET  DIRECTORY 
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R  A 

Beverly  Road 

C-3 

Billings  Street 
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n 

Garfield  Lane 
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Uerald  Circle 

A  9 
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A  R 

Brook  Street 
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TT 

n 

Hammond  Street 

JJ  -4 

Brucewood  Road 

C-3 

Harris  Street 

F  -3 

Bulette  Road 

D-5 

Harvard  Court 
Hatch  Road 

E-2 
B  -2 

Captain  Brown's  Lane 

C-4 

Hawthorne  Street 

D-2 

Captain  Forbush 

C-4 

Haynes  Court 

B  -4 

Carlisle  Road 

G-2 

Hayward  Road 

C-4 

Carlton  Drive 

A -2 

Heald  Road 

D  -3 

Carriage  Drive 
Cedar  Terrace 

B-2 

Hemlock  Lane 
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C-4 

Henley  Road 
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Coughlin  Street 
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Country  Club  Road 

A-2 

Huckleberry  Lane 

D  -3 

Cowdrey  Lane 

D-3 

Huron  Road 

D  -5 

Craig  Road 

C-l 

Crescent  Street 

B-2 

1 

Independence  Road 

13  9 
JO  ~i 

Crestwood  Lane 

B-4 

Iris  Court 

D-l 

Cricket  Way 

D-2 

Isaac  Davis  Way 

C  -o 

Crooked  Lane 

B-3 

Cross  Street 

G-2 

T 
J 

Jackson  Drive 
Jefferson  Drive 

n  a 
jj  -4 

D  -3 

Davis  Road 

E-2 

John  Swift  Road 

D  -3 

Deacon  Hunt  Drive 

C-4 

Joseph  Reed  Lane 

C-4 

Doris  Road 

C-3 

Juniper  Ridge  Road 

B  -5 

Downey  Road 

B-4 

Driftwood  Road 

C-2 

K 

Karner  Road 

D  -5 

Duggan  Road 

A -4 

Keefe  Road 

D-l 

Durkee  Road 

B-4 

Kelley  Road 
Kinsley  Road 

C-3 
B-4 

Eastern  Road 

G-2 

Elm  Court 

C-4 

L 

Larch  Road 

D-3 

Elm  Street 

C-5 

Laurel  Court 

B-3 

Eliot  Circle 

D-3 

Lawsbrook  Road 

C-l 

Emerson  Drive 

D-2 

Ledge  Rock  Way 

F-3 

Esterbrook  Road 

E-2 
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Liberty  Street 

A -3 

Lilac  Court 

B-3 

Lillian  Road 

u  -o 

Lincoln  Drive 

D-4 

Littlefield  Road 

C-5 

Longfellow  Park 

D-2 

Long  Ridge  Road 

E-3 

Lothrop  Road 

B-4 

Madison  Lane 

D-4 

Magnolia  Drive 

D-l 

Main  Street 

A -2.  H-3 

Mallard  Road 

C-4 

Maple  Street 

B-3 

Marian  Road 

B-5 

Martin  Street 

B-3 

Massachusetts  Avenue 
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Mead  Terrace 
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Meadow  Brook  Road 

D-3 

Merriam  Lane 
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Minot  Avenue 
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Minuteman  Road 
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C-5 

Mohegan  Road 
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Musket  Drive 

D-3 

Myrtle  Drive 

D-l 

Nadine  Road 
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Nagog  Park 
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Nash  Road 
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Nashoba  Road 
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D-3 
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A -4 
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D-2 
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Oneida  Road 

D-5 

Orchard  Drive 

C-5 

Parker  Street 

A -2 

Patrick  Henry  Circle 

B-5 

Patriots  Road 

D-3 

Partridge  Hollow 

E-3 
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Paul  Revere  Road 
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Pearl  Street 
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D-l 
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A-5 
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Proctor  Street 
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A -2 
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R        Railroad  Street  B-3 

Redwood  Road  C-2 

Revolutionary  Road  D-3 

River  Street  B-2 

Robbins  Street  A -3 

Robert  Road  A-l 

Robinwood  Road  C-2 

Rose  Court  D-l 

Route  2  C-3.  D-5 

Russell  Road  C-2 

S        Saint  James  Circle  C-3 

Samuel  Pari  in  Drive  D-4 

Sandas  Trail  C-4 

School  Street  B-3 

Seminole  Road  C-4 

Seneca  Road  C-5 

Simon  Hapgood  Lane  E-l 

Simon  Willard  Road  D-3 

Sioux  Street  C-4 

Smart  Road  A-4 

Smith  Street  E-l 

South  Street  G-2 

Spencer  Road  C-4 

Spring  Hill  Road  F-l 

Spruce  Street  C-4 

Stoney  Street  C-3 

Stow  Street  A -3 

Strawberry  Hill  Road  E  -2 

Sudbury  Road  A-l 

Summer  Street  B-5 

Sylvia  Street  A -3 

Squirrel  Hill  Road  A-5 
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Windsor  Avenue  B-4 
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Wright  Terrace  B-5 
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NOTES 


A  Guide  to  Open  Town  Meeting 


The  OPEN  TOWN  MEETING  has  been  Acton's  legislative  body  since  colonial  times.    All  regis- 
tered voters  in  the  town  are  eligible  to  come  together  annually  to  conduct  town  business,  appropriate 
funds  and  give  direction  to  town  boards  and  departments.    This  meeting  is  called  the  ANNUAL  TOWN 
MEETING  and  may  continue  for  several  evenings  (each  evening  being  designated  a  session  of  the  Town 
Meeting)  until  all  business  is  concluded.    A  SPECIAL  TOWN  MEETING  may  be  called  by  the  Selectmen 
at  any  other  time  of  the  year  if  it  becomes  necessary. 

PROCEDURES 


WARRANT  -  Prior  to  Town  Meeting  every  household  receives  a  copy  of  the  Town  WARRANT, 
which  contains  the  ARTICLES,  or  items  of  business,  to  be  acted  upon  by  the  voters.    The  Warrant 
for  Annual  Town  Meeting  contains  two  parts:    (1)  Election  Day  information  and  (2)  the  Articles,  includ- 
ing the  Budget  for  the  coming  fiscal  year.    Articles  may  be  placed  on  the  Warrant  by  the  Selectmen, 
Town  Committees  or  by  a  petition  signed  by  registered  voters. 

ELECTIONS  -  Nonpartisan  ELECTIONS  for  Selectmen,  School  Committee,  Housing  Authority, 
Moderator  and  Library  Trustees  are  held  on  the  first  Monday  of  Annual  Town  Meeting. 

VOTING  -  Most  Articles  are  decided  by  a  majority  vote  unless  otherwise  specified  by  statute  or 
bylaw.    The  Moderator  may  call  for  a  voice  or  hand  vote.    If  the  outcome  is  in  doubt,  the  Moderator 
will  call  for  an  official  count  of  the  vote,  which  is  known  as  a  TELLER  VOTE.    A  two-thirds  vote  is 
required  for  amendments  to  the  Zoning  Bylaws,  the  taking  of  land  by  eminent  domain  and  for  bond 
issues.    Unless  unanimous,  these  votes  are  counted  by  the  Tellers. 

AMENDMENT  -  An  AMENDMENT  to  the  Article  under  discussion  may  be  offered  by  any  voter. 
The  Amendment  is  passed  by  a  simple  majority  and  must  be  voted  upon  before  debate  of  the  original 
Article  is  taken  up  again. 

DEBATE  -  DEBATE  is  limited  to  the  motion  under  discussion.    There  is  no  time  limit  on  debate, 
although  the  Moderator  may  ask  that  the  speakers  avoid  repetition  and  keep  their  remarks  brief. 

PREVIOUS  QUESTION  -  A  voter  may  close  debate  by  MOVING  THE  PREVIOUS  QUESTION.  This 
motion  is  not  debatable.    If  a  two-thirds  vote  is  obtained,  the  Article  under  discussion  is  immediately 
put  to  a  vote. 

LAY  ON  THE  TABLE  -  If,  after  an  Article  has  been  moved  and  seconded  and  debate  has  begun, 
someone  wishes  to  postpone  the  final  vote,  he  may  move  to  LAY  IT  ON  THE  TABLE.    A  simple  major- 
ity is  needed  both  to  place  it  "on  the  table"  and  to  put  it  back  on  the  floor  for  final  action.    This  motion 
is  not  debatable. 

TAKE  NO  ACTION  -  All  Articles  appearing  in  the  Warrant  must  be  acted  upon  before  the  Town 
Meeting  can  adjourn.    A  motion  to  TAKE  NO  ACTION  may  be  made  by  the  sponsor  of  an  Article  if  a 
change  in  circumstances  since  the  preparation  of  the  Warrant  makes  it  unnecessary  or  unwise  to  con- 
sider the  Article  at  that  time.    This  motion  requires  a  majority  vote  and  is  debatable. 

RECONSIDERATION  -  A  motion  may  be  made  by  a  voter  on  the  prevailing  side  to  RECONSIDER 
an  Article  after  it  has  been  accepted  or  defeated.    A  two-thirds  vote  is  required  to  reconsider  the  Arti- 
cle at  the  same  session  at  which  it  was  originally  acted  upon.    A  three -fourths  vote  is  required  for 
reconsideration  at  a  subsequent  session,  in  addition  to  the  posting  of  a  NOTICE  OF  INTENT  TO  RE- 
CONSIDER at  Town  Hall   6  hours  prior  to  the  session.    A  motion  for  reconsideration  is  debatable. 

POINT  OF  ORDER  -  If  a  voter  questions  the  legality  or  propriety  of  the  proceedings,  he  may  rise 
to  a  POINT  OF  ORDER.    This  is  the  only  time  that  a  voter  does  not  need  to  be  recognized  by  the  Moder- 
ator to  speak.    If  the  objection  is  reasonable,  the  Moderator  will  take  immediate  steps  to  rectify  it. 

ADJOURNMENT  -  When  all  business  in  the  Warrant  has  been  completed,  the  Moderator  says, 
"A  motion  for  ADJOURNMENT  is  now  in  order,"  and  the  motion,  the  second  and  the  vote  are  usually 
drowned  out  in  the  rush  for  the  door. 


AT  YOUR  SERVICE 


EMERGENCY   NUMBERS   -      POLICE:    263-2911        FIRE:    263-9191  AMBULANCE:  263-9191 

Be  sure  to  give  your  name  and  address  as  well  as  the  nature  of  your  emergency. 
Do   not   hang    up    until   you   are    sure   your  message   has   been  understood. 


FOR   ANSWERS  ON: 

CALL  KHE  : 

TELEPHONE 

Assessments 

Board   of"  Assesors 

9  A  7 
Z  0  J  — 

z  y  o  o 

Bills    and  Accounts 

Town   Treasurer   and   Tax  Collector 

9  A  9 

/  U  1  o 

Birth,    Death,    Marriage  Certificates 

Town   Clerk's  Office 

9  A  *5 

z  o  J  — 

/  /  DI 

Bui lding 

Building  Inspector 

9  A  7 
it)  J" 

Cemeteries 

Cemetery  Superintendent 

9  A  7_ 

Z  0  _> 

9  9  a  n 

Civil  Defense 

Director 

97Q  T 

Conservation  Commission 

Forest  Road 

9  A  7  — 

Z  D  J 

A  A  A  A 

Dog  Licenses 

Town   Clerk's  Office 

9  A  7- 
Z  D  J 

9  7  A  1 

Dog   Probl ems 

Dog  Officer 

2  6  3- 
i.  \j  ~j 

A  Q  7  q 

Education  Information 

School  Superintendent 

7  JU  J 

Elections,    Voting   and  Registration 

Town   Clerk's  Office 

9  A  ~\  - 
Z  O  J 

9  7  A  1 

Engineering 

Town   Engineer's  Office 

9  A  7- 
Z  O  J 

Finance 

Chairman   of    Finance  Committee 

9  A  7 
Z  D  J  — 

t  1  7Q 

Fire    (Routine    and  Permits) 

Fire  Department 

9  A  1  — 

A  ^  A  A 
t  JO  0 

Garbage    and  Refuse 

Board    of  Health 

9  A  7- 

Z  0  J 

A  7  1  A 

Health    and  Sanitation 

Board    of  Health 

9  A  7  - 
Z  D  J 

A  7  ^  A 
4  /  J  0 

Highways    and  Streets' 

Highway  Department 

9  A  7  — 
Z  0  J 

S  ^  7  9 

j  j  j  z 

Home  Nursing 

Board    of    Health:    Visiting  Nurse 

9  A  1  _ 
Z  O  J  — 

A  7  ^  A 
4  /  JO 

Hunting    and   Fishing  Licenses 

Town   Clerk's  Office 

9  A  7  — 
Z  O  J  — 

9  7  A  1 
Z  /  01 

Library 

Librarian,    Memorial  Library 

9  A  7 
Z  0  J  — 

9009 
Z  Z  j  z 

Librarian,    Citizens   Library  of 

West  Acton 

9  A  7  — 
Z  O  J  — 

Q  9  9  9 

yzzz 

Licenses 

Selectmen  —  Town  Manager 

9  A  7 
Z  0  j  — 

9  7  A  1 
Z  /  O  ± 

Board    nf    Hp3 1 th 

LJ        Q  1-    U         \J  i-          11  c  a  i.    L  11 

9  A  7 
Z  0  J  — 

4  /  JO 

Mhq  n  in"  t~  o    fnn  t  rn  1 

Roard    of  Health 

9  A  7- 
Z  0  J 

A  7  ^  A 

4  /  JO 

Nurses  (School) 

School   Nurse,    Junior   &  High 

9  A  1  — 
Z  0  J  — 

7  7  Q  Q 
//JO 

Nurses  (School) 

Elementary  Schools 

9  A  7- 
Z  0  J 

A  Q  ft  9 

Nurses  (Town) 

Town  Nurse 

9  A  7- 
Z  D  J 

A  7  A 
4  /  JO 

Oil    Burner  Permits 

Fire  Chief 

9  A  7  — 
Z  0  J 

A  1  A  A 
4  J  O  O 

PI  pnnin  o 

i-           1      Q      11      LI     1     11  g 

Chairman   of    Planning  Board 

9  A  7  - 

Z  D  J 

A  A  A  ft 

H  H  H  O 

Plumbing  Permits 

Board    of  Health 

9  A  7- 

Z  D  J 

A  7  1  A 

Recreat  ion 

Forest  Road 

9  ft  7- 

Z  D  J 

Q  9  A  A 

:7  Z.  H  H 

Schools 

Carolyn   T.    Douglas  School 

9  A  7- 
Z  D  J 

97 
/  j  J 

Julia   L.    McCarthy   —  Marion  L. 

Towne  School 

26  3- 

4982 

Florence   A.    Merriam  School 

263- 

2581 

Paul   P.    Gates  School 

26  3- 

9162 

Luther    B.    Conant  School 

263- 

7407 

Acton-Boxborough  Regional 

Junior-High  School 

263- 

7716 

Acton-Boxborough  Regional 

High  School 

26  3- 

7  7  38 

Superintendent    of  Schools 

9  A  7  — 
Z  0  J 

o  en  1 

7  Ju  J 

Q  ct  1  p  p  t~  m  n 

T  n  wn  Office 

9  A  7  — 
Z  0  J  — 

9  7  A  1 
Z  /  D  X 

J  U  UW      IvclllU  V  d  1 

11  1  g  11  W  d  J>        LJ  KZ  ^J  CL  L    L  UI  C  11  L 

9  A  7  _ 
Z  D  J 

^^79 

T  a  y     f""  r\  1  1  op  t"  ~i  one 

1  d  A      Li  U  1  1  C  L  L  1  U  II  O 

Treasurer   and  Collector 

26  3- 

7018 

Veterans'  Services 

Veterans '  Agent 

2  6  3- 

2  76  1 

Water  Problems 

Water   District    (Not   part  of 

the    Town   of  Acton) 

263- 

9107 

Welfare  Questions 

Welfare    Board    (Concord  Office) 

369- 

1290 

Wiring 

Wire  Inspector 

263- 

5555 

Wiring   Pe  rm  its 

Forest  Road 

26  3- 

2709 

Zoning 

Zoning    Enforcement  Officer 

263- 

2709 
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OFFICE  HOURS 


Town  Office  (Selectmen, 


Town  Manager) 

84:30  (Tues.  7:30  p.m.) 

Town  Hall 

263-2761 

Town  Clerk 

84:30  (Tues.  7:30-8:30  p.m.) 

Town  Hall 

263-2761 

Treasurer  and  Collector 

84:30  (Tues.  7:30-8:30  p.m.) 

Town  Hall 

263  7018 

Assessors 

84:30  (Tues.  7:30-8:30  p.m.) 

Town  Hall 

263-2966 

School  Superintendent 

84:30 

A-B  Regional  H.S. 

263-9503 

Asst.  School  Superintendent 

84:30 

A-B  Regional  H.S. 

263-9503 

Board  of  Health 

84:30 

Forest  Road 

2634736 

Veterans'  Agent 

84:30 

Town  Hall 

263-2761 

Library  Hours: 
Memorial  Library 

Mon.-Fri.,  9  a.m.  -  9  p.m. 

Saturday,  9-5  p.m. 

Sunday,  2-5  p.m.  (in  Winter  Months) 

2632232 

Citizens,  West  Acton 

Mon.,  7-9  p.m. 
Tues.-Fr.,  10-5  p.m. 

2639222 

MEETINGS 

DAY  &  TIME 

PLACE 

Annual  Town  Election 
Annual  Town  Meeting 
Appeals  Board 

Assessors 
Building  Committee 

Conservation  Commission 

Finance  Committee 
Board  of  Health 

Historical  Commission 
Library  Trustees-Memorial 
Library  Trustees-Citizens 
Planning  Board 
Recreation  Commission 
School  Committee:  Regional 


Local 


Selectmen 

Youth  Commission 


1st  Monday  in  April 
2nd  Monday  in  April 
2nd  Monday  of  each  month 
or  when  necessary 

1st  Tuesday  of  each  month  4:30  p.m. 
1st  and  3rd  Monda  of  each  month, 
7:30  p.m. 

1  st  and  3rd  Wednesdays  of  each  month, 
8:00  p.m. 

Thursdays  as  needed,  7:30  p.m. 
2nd  and  4th  Tuesday  of  each  month, 
7:30  p.m. 

2nd  Wednesday  of  each  month,  8:00  p.m. 
1st  Thursday  of  each  month,  7:45  p.m. 
4th  Tuesday  of  each  month,  7:00  p.m. 
Every  Monday,  8:00  p.m. 
1st  Tuesday  each  month,  8:00  p.m. 
2nd  and  4th  Thursday  of  each  month, 
7:30  p.m. 

3rd  Thursday  of  each  month,  7:30  p.m. 
Every  Tuesday  at  7:30  p.m. 
1st  and  3rd  Tuesday  of  each  month, 
8:00  p.m. 


Precinct  Fire  Stations 
Blanchard  Auditorium 
Town  Hall 

Town  Hall 
Guidance  Library  ai 
High  School 

Hearing  Room-Forest  Road 

Jr.  High  School-Room  312 
Hearing  Room-Forest  Road 

Hearing  Room-Forest  Road 
Memorial  Library 
Citizens  Library 
Hearing  Room-Forest  Road 
Hearing  Room-Forest  Road 
Jr.  High  School  Music  Room 

Jr.  High  School  Music  Room 
Town  Hall 

Jr.  High  School-Room  310 
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Acton  Memorial  Library 

Acton,  Massachusetts,  01720 
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Vice-President 
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Governor 
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Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts 


MICHAEL  S.  DUKAKIS 


Lieutenant  Governor 
Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth 
Treasurer  and  Receiver  General 
Auditor  of  the  Commonwealth 
Attorney  General 
Senators  in  Congress 

Representative  in  Congress 
5th  Congressional  District 

Councillor,  3rd  Councillor  District 

Senator,  Middlesex- Worcester  District 

Representative  in  General  Court 
48th  Middlesex  District 

County  Commissioners 

Clerk  of  Courts,  Middlesex  County 

Register  of  Deeds,  Middlesex  South  District 

County  Treasurer 

Register  of  Probate  and  Insolvency 

District  Attorney 

County  Sheriff 


Thomas  P.  O'Neill  III 

Paul  H.  Guzzi 

Robert  Q.  Crane 

Thaddeus  Buczko 

Francis  X.  Belloti 

Edward  W.  Brooke 
Edward  M.  Kennedy 

Paul  E.  Tsongas 
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Chester  G.  Atkins 
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Credits 

The  1977  Acton  Town  Report  looks  considerably 
different  from  its  counterparts  in  years  past.  It  has  been 
redesigned  to  eliminate  wasted  space  (and  thus  to  save 
money),  make  it  more  readable,  and  at  the  same  time 
preserve  the  informative  substance  it  has  traditionally 
offered  town  residents.  Credit  particularly  should  go  to 
The  Rene  Press  of  Fitchburg,  whose  staff  aided  in  this 
redesign  effort. 

Many  of  the  photographs  in  the  1977  Town  Report 
first  appeared  in  the  pages  of  The  Acton  Minuteman.  Our 
thanks  to  Editor  Gregory  M.  Jarboe  and  photographers 
Katharine  S.  Kolowich,  Richard  Dugas,  and  F.  James 


Carr.  Original  Town  Report  photographs  were  taken  by 
Michael  E.  Kolowich.  Still  others  were  supplied  by  the 
Acton  Recreation  Qxnmission  (photos  by  G.B.  Williams,  Jr.) 
and  by  Minuteman  Regional  Vocational  Technical  School. 

Finally,  we  would  like  to  express  particular  appreciation 
to  Raymond  A.  Shamel,  who  assembled  the  memorial 
paragraphs  to  our  departed  neighbors,  Florence  Merriam 
and  Albert  Jenks. 

The  Town  Report  Committee 
Michael  E.  Kolowich 
Katharine  S.  Kolowich 
Nollie  Srivastava 
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"In  Memoriam" 

FLORENCE  MERRIAM 
1894  1977 

On  December  1,  1977  this  community  lost  an  energetic  and 
charming  person,  an  enthusiastic  teacher  of  local  history,  who 
installed  in  hundreds  of  Acton  school  children  a  deep  and 
abiding  appreciation  of  our  nation.  Miss  Merriam  taught  in 
Acton  schools  from  1927  until  she  retired  in  1962  when  she  was 
honored  by  having  an  Acton  Public  School  named  for  her.  There 
she  continued,  on  occasion,  to  delight  students  with  a  sample 
of  her  outstanding  teaching  ability. 

For  the  Acton  Historical  Society,  which  she  served  as  a 
member  of  the  Board  of  Directors,  Miss  Merriam  was  Chairman 
of  the  Aquisitions  Committee,  receiving,  cataloging,  and  caring 
for  all  the  historical  material  presented  to  the  Society,  using 
methods  which  she  adopted  after  thorough  research. 

Miss  Merriam  also  served  the  community  as  a  member  of  the 
Board  of  Directors  of  the  Acton  Memorial  Library  for  thirty  years, 
providing  not  only  her  good  counsel  but  also  her  services  and 
special  knowledge  in  receiving,  cataloging,  and  caring  for 
historical  aquisitions. 

The  death  of  Miss  Merriam  is  a  great  loss  to  the  community, 
and  one  which  has  especially  saddened  members  of  the  Acton 
Historical  Society.  However,  we  can  be  pleased  that  we  have  been 
associated  with  her,  proud  of  her  service  to  our  community  as  an 
inspiring  teacher  and  historian,  and  take  pleasure  in  lovingly 
remembering  her  wonderful  personality. 

R.  A.S. 
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"In  Memoriam" 
ALBERT  JENKS 
1890  1977 


Christian  gentleman,  agriculturalist, 
teacher,  home  builder,  entrepreneur,  busi- 
nessman, and  philanthrpist. 

Fatherless  at  the  age  of  five  because  of  a 
mill  accident,  Albert  Jenks  delivered  papers, 
raised  vegetables  and  chickens  to  help 
support  his  mother  and  sister.  He  entered 
the  Mass.  Agricultural  College  (later  The 
University  of  Mass.)  without  funds,  sleeping 
in  the  plant  house,  cooking  his  own  meals, 
and  working  long  hours  to  pay  his  college 
expenses,  yet  graduating  with  honors  to 
become  the  first  Agricultural  Agent  in  New 
England,  and  later  the  first  for  Middlesex 
County.  He  established  the  Waltham  (agri- 
cultural experimental)  Field  Station. 

In  1920  he  bought  his  first  farm  in  Acton 
and  Harvard,  eventually  keeping  over  5,000 
chickens,  harvesting  over  35,000  bushels 
of  apples  per  year,  and  operating  the  largest 
raspberry  farm  in  the  state.  As  a  result  of  a 
very  damaging  ice  storm  in  1922,  he 
established  a  tree  trimming  and  landscaping 
company  that  serviced  all  of  Massachusetts 
and  parts  of  the  surrounding  states. 

He  served  as  Selectman  in  1924-5-6  and 
in  other  town  positions.  He  was  the  prime 
mover  in  the  organization  of  The  Nashoba 
Fruit  Growers  Assoc.  and  the  Middlesex 
Poultry  Association. 

Farming  in  Florida  in  the  winter  of 
1926-7,  he  discovered  the  control  for  a 
disease  that  was  destroying  the  state's 
vegetable  industry.  In  recognition  of  this 
he  was  presented  before  the  State  Legisla- 
ture which  then  established  the  Lake 
Okeechobee  Agricultural  Experimental  Sta- 
tion to  continue  his  work. 

Albert  Jenks  returned  to  his  Acton  farm 
and  was  selected  to  head  the  WPA  Agri- 
cultural Projects  in  Middlesex  County.  As 
W.W.I  I  approached  he  pioneered  in  re- 
frigerated storage  of  fruits  and  vegetables, 
extending  this  work  to  include  locker 
freezer  service  for  families,  including  a 
butchering  service  to  provide  meats.  This 
was  the  largest  operation  of  its  kind  in 
New  England. 


After  the  1938  hurricane  which  destroyed 
his  orchards  he  converted  his  land  to 
building  lots  and  salvaged  lumber  from 
uprooted  trees  to  become  a  home  builder. 
As  W.W.II  ended  he  built  hundreds  of 
attractive  homes  in  Indian  Village,  Robbins 
Park,  Minuteman  Ridge,  and  other  excellent 
real  estate  developments,  attracting  hun- 
dreds of  fine  families  to  Acton. 

He  saw  Acton  change  from  a  rural 
community  to  one  of  Boston's  most  desire- 
able  suburbs.  He  applauded  the  develop- 
ment of  Acton's  Patriots  Day  Program  and 
encouraged  the  reactivation  of  The  Acton 
Historical  Society.  In  1965,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Albert  Jenks  were  selected  by  The  Acton 
Public  Ceremonies  &  Celebrations  Com- 
mittee to  be  Acton's  first  "Patriots  of  the 
Year". 

Albert  Jenks'  contributions  for  the  bene- 
fit of  his  fellowmen  amounted  to  a  very 
impressive  several  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars. Mr.  and  Mrs.  Albert  Jenks  lived  in  a 
very  simple  but  adequate  way,  spending 
far  more  upon  others  than  they  ever  spent 
upon  themselves.  They  loved  their  country, 
their  Town  of  Acton,  their  work,  their 
family,  and  each  other,  and  they  loved 
their  fellowman.  They  both  worked  very 
industriously,  creatively,  and  productively 
over  the  long  span  of  their  years  and 
apparently  loved  every  minute  of  it. 

Both  have  left  us,  yet  both  are  with  us 
forever  in  the  many  good  works  that  remain 
as  a  monument  to  them.  They  seemed 
dedicated  to  leaving  the  world  a  better 
place  than  they  found  it,  and  they  were 
certainly  exceptionally  successful. 

Many  will  remeber  seeing  Albert  Jenks, 
this  man  who  has  done  such  great  and 
generous  things,  walking  along  Central 
Street  in  his  later  years,  on  some  errand 
or  just  for  exercise,  carrying  a  bag  in  which 
he  put  trash  that  he  picked  up  along  the 
way  to  help  in  even  this  way  to  make  his, 
and  our,  Acton  a  cleaner  and  prettier  place 
to  live. 

Albert  Jenks,  a  wonderful  man! 


Administration 
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Town  Manager 


I  wish  to  extend  my  appreciation  to  the  Acton  Board  of 
Selectmen.  Any  success  I  may  have  had  during  this  past 
year  is  due  to  the  guidance,  wisdom,  patience  and  support 
extended  by  the  board  to  the  Town  Manager.  I  extend  a 
farewell  to  two  members  who  have  both  been  my 
employers,  but  more  importantly  friends,  when  I  needed 
assistance.  It  has  been  a  pleasure  to  work  with  such  fine 
gentlemen  as  Selectman  Stephen  G.  Lewis  and  John  H. 
Loring  over  the  past  several  years.  Their  knowledge  and 
expertise  in  local  government  affairs  and  management  will 
be  greatly  missed. 

The  calendar  year  of  1977  is  in  many  ways  similar  to 
1976,  the  property  taxes  continue  to  be  of  concern  in  the 
Town  of  Acton  but  the  same  is  the  case  in  every  city  and 
town  within  the  Commonwealth.  Citizens  are  continually 
asking  about  the  mounting  tax  rate.  The  causes  for  the 
rise  are  attributed  to  normal  inflation  rates  which  do  not 
have  a  corresponding  increase  in  revenues  as  an  offset  to 
the  tax  rate.  Sources  of  revenue  appears  to  be  leveling  off 
yet  the  demand  for  services  and  functions  of  government 
continue  to  grow.  The  assessed  value  of  the  Town 
increases  at  a  rate  less  than  the  tax  demands,  state 
reimbursements  from  the  Cherry  Sheet  have  plummeted 
to  an  all  time  low  last  year.  The  factors  such  as  inflation, 
lower  state  reimbursements,  demand  for  more  services 
influences  the  tax  rate;  and  real  estate  taxes  are  the  prime 
source  for  revenue. 


In  the  preparation  of  the  upcoming  fiscal  1979  budget; 
where  possible,  we  have  held  to  a  policy  of  no  new 
personnel;  we  have  reduced  overtime  expenditures 
substantially;  and  we  have  postponed  some  capital  outlay 
programs  where  it  was  appropriate  to  do  so.  But  these 
measures  are  very  limited  in  controlling  the  tax  rate,  many 
outside  factors  beyond  our  control  influence  our  financial 
standing  -  schools,  local,  regional,  vocational,  the  County 
budget,  etc. 

The  bonded  indebtnedness  status  of  the  Town  of 
Acton  is  in  an  excellent  position.  Comparing  our 
community  with  any  other,  the  town  has  taken  a  wise 
course  in  limiting  the  debt  standing  of  the  Town  which 
influences  our  double  A  A  rating  with  Moody's.  The  Town 
of  Acton  had  been  requesting  a  state  audit  since  April 
1975,  and  to  our  pleasure  the  state  Bureau  of  Accounts 
have  initiated  their  audit  on  July  23,  1977.  They  will 
conclude  their  work  sometime  in  February  1978.  They 
have  had  to  research  as  far  back  as  four  years  for  auditing 
the  Town  of  Acton,  Regional  School  District,  Memorial 
Library  and  the  Acton  Water  District.  We  hope  that  the 
audit  report  will  be  available  for  admission  in  next  year's 
Annual  Report. 

I  wish  to  thank  every  department  head,  employee  and 
volunteer  committee  person  for  their  cooperation  and 
understanding  in  this  past  difficult  year.  Financial 
restraints  being  the  way  they  were  and  may  continue  in 
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the  near  future,  many  have  had  to  restrict  their  goals  for 
departmental  improvement. 

I  am  extremely  proud  to  state  to  the  citizens  of  this 
community  that  they  have,  in  my  estimation,  the  most 
dedicated  and  conscientious  group  of  employees  working 
in  their  behalf.  Reflected  in  the  numbers  of  men  assigned 
to  the  Highway  Department,  the  condition  of  our  streets 
and  roads  are  in  excellent  shape  compared  to  our 
surrounding  neighbors.  The  police  and  fire  department 
personnel  continue  to  exemplify  professionalism  and  high 
concern  for  public  safety  even  considering  the  lack  of 
appropriate  manpower  available  to  them.  My  office  is 


continually  inundated  with  letters  from  citizens  who  are 
pleased  in  having  such  fine  services  delivered  by  all  town 
departments  and  personnel. 

I  will  continue  to  provide  open  lines  of  communication 
to  my  office.  Any  citizen  who  has  difficulties  in  receiving  a 
service  that  is  or  should  be  provided  by  the  Town  of 
Acton  will  find  that  my  office  will  be  available  to  help.  I 
solicit  your  support  and  understanding  in  making  1979  a 
productive  year  and  government  more  responsive  to  your 
needs. 

Christopher  J.  Farrell, 
Town  Manager 
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Board  of  Selectmen 


1977  has  been  a  challenging  year  for  the  Board  of 
Selectmen  in  formulating  policies  for  long-range  planning, 
licensing,  site  plan  approvals,  free-standing  signs  and 
financial  considerations  of  the  Town  of  Acton. 

Following  the  eight  session  annual  Town  Meeting  of 
1977,  the  Board  re-organized  as  follows:  Julia  D.  Stevens, 
chairman;  Alfred  F.  Steinhauer,  vice-chairman;  John  H. 
Loring,  clerk;  and  Joan  N.  Gardner  and  Stephen  G. 
Lewis,  members. 

With  the  acceptance  of  Chapter  808  of  the  General 
Laws  at  the  Town  Meeting,  Acton  now  has  an  up-to-date 
zoning  bylaw  with  jurisdiction  for  free-standing  sign  per- 
mits residing  with  the  Board  of  Selectmen.  The  Board 
has  an  established  policy  and  criteria  by  which  decisions 
regarding  sign  applications  are  reached. 

During  the  year  considerable  effort  has  been  expended 
by  the  Board  and  by  our  town  departments  and  com- 
mittees, in  planning  for  solid  waste  management  and 
waste  water  management.  The  Board  has  directed  the 
Engineering  Department  to  proceed  with  preliminary 
drawings  for  the  Kennedy  land-fill  site  in  North  Acton. 
The  Board  realizes  that  if  a  regional  solution  to  disposal 
of  solid  waste  is  not  feasible  prior  to  1982,  the  North 
Acton  site  will  need  to  be  utilized. 

The  Board  has  discussed  and  given  direction  to  our 
Waste  Water  Management  committee  which  is  currently 
directing  the  firm  of  Anderson  &  Nichols  in  the  study 
of  alternative  methods  of  waste  water  management. 
Town  Meeting  voted  $70,000  two  years  ago  to  undertake 
this  comprehensive  study,  which  will  be  completed  in  the 
fall  of  1978. 

In  addition,  the  Board  has  expended  many  hours  on 
the  SuAsCo  study,  another  waste  water  management 
study  completed  by  the  MAPC.  With  the  competent 
assistance  of  our  Planning  Board,  Board  of  Health, 
Conservation  Commission,  Waste  Water  Management 
Advisory  Committee,  MAPC  representative  and  the 
departments  of  engineering  and  building,  the  Board  was 
able  to  refute  the  conclusions  of  the  SuAsCo  study 
which  indicated  that  large  areas  of  Acton  should  be 
sewered. 

In  traffic  planning,  the  Board  has  approved  preliminary 
plans  for  the  re-design  of  Kelly's  Comer  to  improve  the 
hazardous  traffic  situation  there,  and  recommended  that 
a  study  be  undertaken  of  the  Central  Street-Massachusetts 
Avenue  intersection.  This  latter  proposal  was  not  approved 
by  the  voters  at  the  Special  Town  Meeting  in  November. 

The  Board  held  a  public  hearing  in  September  to  as- 
certain citizens'  wishes  regarding  the  Hosmer  Street  inter- 
section on  Route  2  and  subsequently  has  recommended 
the  continued  temporary  closing  of  that  intersection 
until  traffic  lights  can  be  installed.  The  Board  also 
requested  traffic  lights  for  the  Wetherbee  School  Street 
intersection.  The  Board  will  continue  to  request  safety 


improvements  for  Route  2  and  vehemently  opposes  the 
closing  of  the  other  intersections.  Our  long-range  goal 
includes  bridges  over  all  intersections  along  Route  2. 

The  most  visible  accomplishment  in  planning  this  year 
has  been  the  construction  of  our  new  Commuter 
Parking  Facility  in  South  Acton.  Four  years  ago,  the 
Board,  realizing  a  need  for  increased  parking  space  for 
over  200  daily  train  commuters,  directed  TBLAC  to 
search  for  a  suitable  parcel  of  land.  In  October  1975, 
the  Town  Meeting  approved  the  purchase  of  five  acres 
adjacent  to  the  railroad  line  in  South  Acton.  With  the 
invaluable  assistance  of  Senator  Atkins,  Representative 
Loring,  and  our  Town  Manager,  Christopher  Farrell,  we 
were  able  to  obtain  a  state  transportation  bond  subsidy 
of  $90,000  with  which  our  town  Engineering  and  Highway 
Departments  were  able  to  design  and  construct  this 
unique  parking  area.  The  Board  expects  that  ridership 
on  the  South  Acton  to  Boston  train  line  will  increase 
substantially,  thus  lowering  the  Town's  annual  assessment 
to  the  MBTA,  as  well  as  contributing  to  energy  savings 
for  the  region. 

In  another  area  of  planning  for  the  future,  the  Board 
has  consistently  favored  the  acquisition  of  land  for  con- 
servation purposes  which  meets  the  following  criteria: 
location  near  a  center  of  population,  visibility  from 
adjacent  streets,  and  versatility  for  passive  recreational 
uses.  At  the  special  Town  Meeting  in  November,  the 
purchase  of  15  acres  of  land  belonging  to  Dr.  and  Mrs. 
Edward  Bridges  in  Acton  Center  was  again  approved  by 
the  voters,  following  a  major  misunderstanding  about 
the  legal  uses  of  the  property  at  the  previous  Spring 
Town  Meeting.  This  acquisition  should  prove  a  major 
benefit  to  future  generations  who  will  be  able  to  enjoy  the 
Acton  Center  Park. 

The  Board  has  been  involved  in  discussions  this  year 
with  the  Permanent  Building  Committee,  as  to  the  site 
for  a  future  Town  Hall.  Agreement  has  been  reached 
that  the  present  town  hall  constitutes  the  most  suitable 
location  for  the  future.  By  utilizing  Goward  Field  for 
parking  and  purchasing  adjoining  land  for  a  playground 
area,  an  addition  to  the  present  town  hall  would  meet 
the  Town's  governmental  needs  for  at  least  50  years. 
However,  while  recognizing  the  crowded  conditions 
in  which  employees  work  and  our  town  boards  and 
committees  operate,  the  Board  has  concluded  that  ex- 
pansion of  the  present  town  hall  must  wait  another 
year  until  Acton's  financial  picture  is  improved. 

The  Board  has  approved  a  total  of  21  site  plans  for 
new  businesses  and  industries  in  Acton,  a  clear  indication 
of  Acton's  suitability  and  popularity  for  growth.  The  site 
plan  bylaw  is  working  well  and  provides  numerous 
safeguards  for  the  owners  as  well  as  abutters  to  the 
properties  under  consideration. 


At  Town  Meeting,  Left  to  Right:  Selectmen  Joan  N.  Gardner,  Stephen  A.  Lewis,  Julia  D.  Stevens,  John  H.Loring. 
and  Alfred  F.  Steinhaner. 


In  the  sensitive  area  of  liquor  and  common  victualler 
licensing,  the  Board  has  tried  to  treat  each  applicant 
individually,  ascertaining  the  merits  and  or  problems  of 
each  case,  while  keeping  in  mind  the  best  interests  of 
the  Town  as  a  whole. 

The  Board  has  spend  considerable  time  also  with  such 
matters  as  the  possibility  of  a  regional  dispatch  center 
for  fire  and  ambulance  service,  discussion  and  assistances 
with  the  Housing  Authority  on  plans  for  their  housing 
for  the  elderly  project,  collective  bargaining,  and  dis- 
cussions with  other  departments,  boards  and  committees 
regarding  their  ideas  for  future  programs  and  land  acquisi- 
tion within  the  Town. 

The  Town  was  able  to  keep  to  a  minimum  8%  tax 
increase  this  year  in  spite  of  reduction  in  state  aid. 
This  was  primarily  due  to  the  many  hours  of  careful 
scrutiny  of  the  budget  by  the  Selectmen  and  the  Finance 
Committee,  and  the  excellent  supervision  given  to  our 
departments  by  our  Town  Manager.  The  Selectmen's 
policy  of  no  new  employees  or  programs  was  a  re- 
affirmation of  last  year's  policy  and  was  due  to  the 
national  recession  and  a  substantial  decrease  in  state  aid. 
However,  Acton  is  still  growing  and  we  eventually  must 
hire  more  employees  and  institute  new  programs  in  order 
to  meet  the  physical  and  social  needs  of  our  citizens. 

In  November,  the  anticipated  move  to  100%  assess- 
ment for  the  town  was  accomplished  by  the  Board  of 
Assessors.  While  a  number  of  problems  have  been 
identified  with  the  program  in  various  areas,  the  Board 
believes  that  errors  will  be  corrected  before  the  next  tax 
billing  date  of  November  1,  1978.  The  evaluation  process 
of  the  program  will  begin  soon  after  January  1,  1978. 
The  Board  anticipates  that  much  valuable  information 
regarding  the  entire  assessment  process  will  be  corrected 
to  assure  fair  and  equitable  assessments  for  all. 


The  Board  notes  with  sorrow  the  passing  of  three  long 
time  residents  of  Acton.  Miss  Florence  Merriam,  Mr. 
Albert  Jenks  and  Mr.  Thornton  Schoch  made  many 
valuable  contributions  to  the  Town  for  which  they  will 
be  long  remembered. 

The  Board  of  Selectmen  wishes  to  thank  the  following 
persons  who  resigned  over  the  year  for  thier  time  and 
effort  in  behalf  of  the  town.  They  include  Charles  Kadison, 
Youth  Commission;  Robert  Caldwell,  Recreation  Com 
mission;  Allen  Wong,  Waste  Water  Management  Com 
mittee;  William  Kingman,  Louise  Malcolm,  Gerald 
Portyrata,  James  McPadden,  Finance  Committee;  Harry 
Berkshire  and  Donald  Felt,  Transportation  Advisory 
Committee;  Margaret  Farrell,  Personnel  Board;  Allen 
Blankenship,  Planning  Board;  and  Joseph  Guertin, 
Conservation  Commission. 

On  behalf  of  the  whole  Town,  the  Board  wishes  to 
thank  Virginia  Milbery  for  her  services  to  the  people  of 
Acton.  She  retired  on  the  last  day  of  this  year,  having 
served  the  town  faithfully  and  well  for  more  than  42  years. 
Her  cheerful  countenance  and  competent  assistance  will 
be  missed  by  all  who  have  business  to  conduct  in  the 
Town  Clerk's  office. 

Lastly,  the  Board  of  Selectmen  wishes  to  thank  all 
the  persons  who  are  involved  in  our  town  government, 
either  as  employees  or  as  volunteers,  for  their  invaluable 
help  in  providing  efficient  services  and  competent  planning 
for  the  future  of  Acton.  Their  efforts  ensure  that  Acton 
will  continue  to  be  a  pleasant  town  in  which  to  live 
and  work. 

Julia  D.  Stevens,  Chairman 
Alfred  F.  Steinhauer,  Vice-Chairman 
John  H.  Loring,  Clerk 
Joan  N.  Gardner 
Stephen  G.  Lewis 
Selectmen 
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ELECTED  TOWN  OFFICERS 


Term 
Expires 

MODERATOR 

Donald  MacKenzie  1978 

SELECTMEN 

Stephen  G.  Lewis  1978 

JohnH.  Loring  1978 

Julia  D.  Stevens  1979 

Al  f red  F .  Steinhauer  1 980 

Joan  N.  Gardner  1980 

LOCAL  AND  REGIONAL  SCHOOL  COMMITTEES 

Robert  Evans,  Jr.  1978 

Norman  D.Lake  1978 

Francis  M.  Joyner,  Jr.  1979 

Alice  E.  Klemmer  1979 

Anne  H.  Ridley  1980 

James  T.  O'Rourke  1980 

TRUSTEES  OF  MEMORIAL  LIBRARY 

Vincent  Parrella  1978 

Persis  R.  Green  1979 

Nancy  K.  Gerhardt  1980 

ACTON  HOUSING  AUTHORITY 

Thomas  J.  Ahem,  Jr.  1978 

*  Patience  H .  MacPherson  1 978 

"James  Sargent  1978 

Robert  J.  Storella  1980 

Ann  M.  Courtright  1981 

Paul  G .  Der  Ananian  1 982 

TRUSTEES  OF  ELIZABETH  WHITE  FUND 

Eleanor  P.  Wilson  1978 

Helen  B.Allen  1979 

Hazel  P.  Vose  1980 

TRUSTEES  OF  WEST  ACTON  FIREMEN'S  RELIEF 
FUND 

H.  Stuart  MacGregor  1978 

James  B.  Wilson  1979 

Frederick  A.  Harris  1980 

TRUSTEES  OF  ACTON  FIREMEN'S  RELIEF  FUND 

John  F.  McLaughlin  1978 

Richard  A.  Lowden  1979 

T.  Frederick  S.  Kennedy  1980 

TRUSTEES  OF  CHARLOTTE  L.  GOODNOW  FUND 

Nancy  Anne  Gilberti  1978 

Thelma  L.  Boatman  1979 

James  N.  Gates  1980 

TRUSTEES     OF    THE     CITIZENS  LIBRARY 

ASSOCIATION  OF  WEST  ACTON 

CorinneMerkh  1978 

Marie  G.Reid  1979 

Betty  L.  Boothby  1980 


'Resigned 
Replacement 


APPOINTMENTS 
MADE  BY  MODERATOR 


FINANCE  COMMITTEE 

*• 'Thornton  Schoch  1978 

"E.  Wilson  Bursaw  1978 

Mary  R.  McCarthy  1978 

Donald  F.  McGuinness  1978 

David  T.  Barrat  1979 

•Gerald  W.Portyrata  1979 

*  'Joyce  E.  Foley  1979 

•James  J.  McPadden  1979 

"Brent  A.  Wilkes  1979 

John  B.  Gmeiner  1980 

Matt  L.  Mleziva  1980 

Marilyn  Peterson  1980 

MINUTEMAN  REGIONAL  VOCATIONAL 
TECHNICAL  SCHOOL  DISTRICT  COMMITTEE 

Charles  E.  Courtright  1978 

APPOINTMENTS  MADE  BY 
SELECTMEN 

ADVISORY  COMMITTEE  ON 
SOLID  WASTE  MANAGEMENT 

Alan  Merrill  1978 

ADVISORY  COMMITTEE  ON  TRANSPORTATION 

AnneFanton  1978 

Frank  R.  Flood  1978 

William  J.  Soule  1978 

Carol  Stimmel  1978 

ARCHIVES  COMMiTTEE 

Joyce  C.  Woodhead  1978 

Minetta  D.  Lee  1978 

T.  Frederick  S.  Kennedy  1978 

BOARD  OF  APPEALS 

Herman  Vanderwart  1978 

Edward  G.  Schwann  1979 

Harold  W.  Flood  1980 

ASSOCIATE  MEMBERS 

John  F.  Pasieka  1978 

Marion  H.  Maxwell  1979 

COMPUTER  ADVISORY  COMMITTEE 

George  O.  Gardner  1978 

Julius  L.  Marcus  1978 

Paul  M.  Wexelblat  1978 

Lelah  M.  Willoughby  1978 


CONSERVATION  COMMISSION  EASEMENT 

AD  HOC  COMMITTEE 
Joyce  E.  Foley 
Margaret  B.  Kinzie 
Lorens  A.  A.  Persson 

ELECTION  OFFICERS 
Precinct  1 

Warden  Irene  F.  McLaughlin 

Deputy  Warden  John  F.  McLaughlin 

Clerk  Barbara  M.  Mulvey 
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Deputy  Clerk 
Inspectors 

Deputy  Inspectors 

Tellers 


Violet  M.  Perry 
Barbara  Nylander 
Margaret  Schene 
Theresa  M.  Carroll 
Gail  J.  Roche 
Frances  L.  Collins 
Nancy  Anne  Gilberti 
Lela  Balcom 
Frances  Hirsch 
Mona  V.  Melymuka 
Nancy  L.  Miller 


Precinct  2 


Warden 
Deputy  Warden 
Clerk 

Deputy  Clerk 
Inspectors 

Deputy  Inspectors 


Margaret  Larsen 
Elsie  T.  Winslow 
Bertha  Carr  Tucker 
Irene  Young 
Martha  I.  Lowden 
Barbara  V.  Woodward 
Hazel  P.  Vose 
Helen  M.  Young 

Tellers  Ruth  R.  Phelps 

Marianne  Varno 
Charlotte  E.  Wetherbee 
Joan  E.  Nelson 
Jean  Ann  Dingee 
Lorraine  O.  Condon 

Precinct  3 

Barbara  J.  McPhee 
Katherine  E.  Arnold 
Dolores  R.  Nowokunski 
Kathleen  B.  Williams 
Clare  V.  Peterson 
Elizabeth  Charter 
Genervieve  L.  Hatch 
Lydia  Lesure 

Tellers  Janet  A.  Bubier 

Anna  G.  Mahar 
Marian  J.  Meigs 
Esther  Perry 
Dorothy  L.  Harding 
Barbara  E.  Neagle 
HISTORIC  DISTRICT  STUDY  COMMITTEE 


Warden 
Deputy  Warden 
Clerk 

Deputy  Clerk 
Inspectors 

Deputy  Inspectors 


William  Klauer 
Robert  Z.  Niland 
Robert  H.  Nylander 
Richard  J.  CNeil 
Gladys  S.  Wootton 

PERSONNEL  BOARD 
*  Donald  MacKenzie 
"Walter  E.C.George 
Walter  L.  Levensaler 
Richard  P.  O'Brien 
Henry  M.  Young 
John  J.  Bush,  Jr. 

PLANNING  BOARD 
'Joyce  E.  Foley 
*  'Lane  W.  Kirkpatrick 


1979 
1980 
1980 
1980 
1980 

1978 
1978 
1978 
1979 
1979 
1980 

1978 
1978 


Lea  B.  Pendleton  1979 

Neal  A.  Grolnic  1980 

William  R.  Becklean  1981 

Charles  W.  Bumham  1982 

REGISTRAR  OF  VOTERS 

Elizabeth  A .  Barbadoro  1 978 

David  E.  Driscoll  1979 

George  F.  Tuttle  1980 

TOWN  ACCOUNTANT 

W.  Roy  Wetherby  1978 

TOWN  MANAGER 

Christopher  J.  Farrell  1978 

WASTE  WATER  MANAGEMENT 
ADVISORY  COMMITTEE 

Daniel  J.  Costello  1978 

John  W.  Guswa  1978 

Richard  H.  Rogers  1978 

•Alan  K.Wong  1978 

APPOINTMENTS  MADE  BY 
TOWN  MANAGER 
REQUIRING  APPROVAL  OF  THE 
BOARD  OF  SELECTMEN 

BOARD  OF  ASSESSORS 

David  J.  Allen  1978 

Richard  W.  Remmy  1979 

Lorens  A.  A.  Persson  1980 

CONSERVATION  COMMISSION 

Ann  W.Chang  1978 

Dorothy  B.  Stonecliffe  1978 

Judith  A.  Clark  1979 

Brewster  Conant  1 979 

Donald  C.  White  1979 

Edward  A .  Chambers  1 980 

Thomas  W.  Tucker  1980 

HISTORICAL  COMMISSION 

Anita  Dodson  1978 

William  Klauer  1978 

Robert  N.  Nylander  1979 

Stanley  L.  Smith  1979 

Marian  E.  H.  Houghton  1980 

TOWN  CLERK 

Charles  M.  MacRae  1978 

TOWN  COUNSEL 

Acheson  H.  Caliaghan,  Jr.  1978 

TOWN  TREASURER  &  COLLECTOR 

Geoffrey  M.  Weaver  1978 

Daniel  J.  Breslin  1978 

YOUTH  COMMISSION 

'Lydia  E.  Lesure  1978 

•'William  L.Ryan  1978 

Cornelia  O.  Huber  1978 

Marilu  G.  Nowlin  1978 
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Hayden  A.  Duggan  1979 

'Charles  G.  Kadison  1980 

'  'Helen  T.  Berger  1980 

Robert  L.  Caldwell  1980 

APPOINTMENTS  MADE  BY 
TOWN  MANAGER 

ADMINISTRATIVE  ASSISTANT  TO 
THE  TOWN  MANAGER 

Joseph  W.  Nevins  1978 

ASSISTANT  ASSESSOR 

Ralph  E.  Dodge  1978 

BOARD  OF  HEALTH 

Edwin  Richter  1978 

David  M.  Ogrodnick  1979 

Donald  R.  Gilberti  1980 

BUILDING  COMMISSIONER 

Don  P.  Johnson  1978 

LOCAL  BUILDING  INSPECTOR 

William  B.  Tobin  1978 

CEMETERY  COMMISSIONERS 

Harlan  E.  Tuttle  1978 

Howard  F.  Jones  1979 

Charles  F.  Putnam  1980 

CONSTABLES 

David  J.  Carpenter  1978 

David  J.  Allen  1978 

Frederick  J.  Hryniewich  1978 

T.  Frederick  S.  Kennedy  1978 

Charles  A.  Morehouse  1978 

Robert  S.  Rhodes  1978 

CONSTABLE  SPECIAL  DEPUTY  COLLECTOR 

Frederick  Perry  1978 

SPECIAL  CONSTABLE  FOR  THE  ENFORCEMENT 

OF  THE  WETLANDS  PROTECTION  ACT  AND 
RULES  AND  REGULATIONS  GOVERNING  THE  USE 
OF  CONSERVATION  LAND 
Conrad  I.  Berlied 


COUNCIL  ON  AGING 
Minetta  D.  Lee 
Joseph  S.  Mercurio 
Geraldine  H.  Reynolds 
James  H.  Sargent,  Jr. 
Ethel  Mitchell  Smith 
'Margaret  L.  Squatriglia 
Anne  T.  Staples 
Barbara  Tannuzzo 


1978 

1978 
1978 
1978 
1978 
1978 
1978 
1978 
1978 


DEPUTY  BUILDING  INSPECTOR 
David  F.  Abbt  1978 

DEPUTY  DIRECTOR  OF  CIVIL  DEFENSE 
Robert  H.  Guba  1978 

DEPUTY  FOREST  WARDEN 

Edward  Belmont  1978 

Donald  F.  Copeland  1978 

Clarence  G.  Frost  1978 


DEPUTY  INSPECTOR  OF  GAS  PIPING 
&  GAS  APPLIANCES 
Warren  E.  Bemis  1978 

DEPUTY  INSPECTOR  OF  WIRES 
Lawrence  I.  Tucker  1978 

DEPUTY  SEALER  OF  WEIGHTS  &  MEASURES 
Alan  Wilson  Saunders  1978 

DIRECTOR  OF  CIVIL  DEFENSE 
Donald  W.  Macaulay  1978 

ADVISORY  COMMITEE  FOR  CIVIL  DEFENSE 
Lawrence  M.  Hill  1978 

CIVIL  DEFENSE  MEDICAL  TEAM 
(Mary)  Ellen  Lambert  1978 

DIRECTOR  OF  PUBLIC  HEALTH 
Steven  Calichman  1978 

DOG  OFFICER 


Patrick  Palmer 


FENCE  VIEWER 

David  F.  Abbt 

FIELD  DRIVER 
William  J.  Durkin,  Jr. 
James  Kazokas 

FIRE  CHIEF 
Malcolm  S.  MacGregor 

FIREMEN 
(Standing  Appointments) 
Captains 


1978 

1978 

1978 
1978 

1978 


Edward  Belmont 
Donald  Copeland 


Clarence  G.  Frost 
David  Spinney 


Lt.  Officer  In  Charge  Of  Fire  Prevention  Bureau 
Robert  C.  Craig 


FIREFIGHTERS 


Forrest  Emerson  Bean,  III 
Timothy  Blaisdell 
David  Calkins 
Bernard  Caouette 
Joseph  Conquest 
Wayne  Arthur  Decker 
Milton  Hart 
Clifford  Kenneth  Hicks 
Stephen  Huntley 
James  Stephen  Kessler 
William  Klauer 
David  G.  Nichols 
Timothy  Pattee 


Carl  Robinson 
Malcolm  Perkins 
William  M.  Primiano 
Peter  Alan  Robinson 
Paul  Simeone 
Wm.  H.  Soar,  Jr. 
Charles  Sweet 
John  Tobin 
Bruce  L.  Vinal 
Robert  Wetherbee 
Brent  Wheeler 
George  B.  Williams,  III 
James  Young 


Robert  A.  Vanderhoof 


CALL  FIREMEN 


Richard  Gallant 


Carl  Simeone 


FIREFIGHTERS 
Acton  Center  Station 


Ronald  Calkins 
Mark  Deloury 


Robert  W.  Reynolds,  Jr. 

Samuel  Wade 
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Gary  Finneault 
William  Hartman 
Fisher  Hills,  Jr. 

South  Acton  Station 
Stewart  Kennedy 
Allen  Nelson 
James  Patton 
Robert  W.  Puffer,  III 
Alan  J.  Waters 
George  Wetherbee,  Jr. 

David  Hillman 

West  Acton  Station 
William  Benevilli 
Gordon  Gravlin 
Francis  Malson 

Bruce  M.  Stamski 


Bruce  Stone 
Richard  Swenson 
Scott  Vanderhoof 

James  Fenton 
Gordon  Robinson 
Myles  Heffernan 
Dana  Flint 
Kendall  Hicks 
Dean  Melanson 


W.  Brian  Richter 
Keith  A.  Robinson 
Michael  Smith 


FOREST  WARDEN 
Malcolm  S.  MacGregor  1978 

INSPECTOR  OF  ANIMALS 
Patrick  Palmer  1978 

INSPECTOR  OF  GAS  PIPING  &  GAS  APPLIANCES 

Joseph  G.  Perry  1978 

INSPECTOR  OF  WIRES 
Leslie  F.  Parke  1978 

KEEPER  OF  THE  LOCKUP 
Chauncey  R.  Fenton,  Jr.  1978 

METROPOLITAN  AREA  PLANNING  COUNCIL 
William  C.Sawyer  1979 

PERMANENT  BUILDING  COMMITTEE 

Donald  M.  Perkins  1978 

James  A.  Kazokas  1978 

Edward  L.  Morrill  1979 

Thomas  J.  Regan,  Jr.  1979 

Peter  L.  Morbeck  1980 

POLICE  DEPARTMENT 
(Civil  Service  -  Standing  Appointments) 
Chief 

Chauncey  R.  Fenton,  Jr. 

Sergeants 

Robert  S.  Rhodes  George  W.  Robinson 

John  T.  McNiff  Robert  P.  MacLeod 

Robert  L.  Parisi 
Patrolmen 


Donald  M.  Bresnick 
Paul  J.  Cogan 
Charles  Leo  Coggins 
George  J.  Dristilaris 
Lawrence  A.  Dupont 
Richard  Anthony  Gervais 
Brian  R.  Goodman 
Bernard  W.  Harrison 


William  N.  Hayes 
Ronald  E.  Johnson 
Stephen  John  McCarthy 
Paul  V.  McGovem,  Jr. 

Bruce  Alan  Nadeau 
Calvin  Homer  O'Coin 
Thomas  Joseph  Rogers 
Dennis  D.  Thompson,  Sr. 

Frank  Widmayer 


Special  Officers 
Guard  at  W.  R.  Grace  Co. 
Edmond  Daigneault 

DISPATCHERS 

Phil  Harris 
John  MacLeod 


POLICE  MATRONS 
June  Carney 
Marjory  Davis 
Christine  Joyce 
Barbara  Flannery 
Natacha  MacGregor 


SCHOOL  CROSSING  GUARDS 
Natacha  MacGregor 
Terry  Moore 
Nancy  Mershon 


SECRETARIES 

June  Carney 
Bonnie  Dennehy 


SPECIAL  CONSTABLE  FOR  ENFORCEMENT  OF 
WETLANDS  PROTECTION 
Bruce  M.  Stamski 

PUBLIC  CEREMONIES  & 
CELEBRATIONS  COMMITTEE 
E.  Wilson  Bursaw 
David  H.  Donaldson 
Roger  M.  Huebsch 
Nancy  Barlow 
Robert  W.  Ingram 
Patricia  McMillan 
Richmond  P.  Miller,  Jr. 
Martha  Steeves 


Permanent  Intermittent 
Richard  F.  Jackson  Francis  J.  Widmayer 


PUBLIC  WEIGHERS 
William  J.  Durkin 
Bernard  W.  Harrison 
Robert  S.  Rhodes 
George  W.  Robinson 
Arthur  P.  Genetti 
Alan  C.  Wagner 
Paul  M.  Wagner,  Jr. 
James  A.  Barbato 
Robert  M.  Greenough 
Robert  C.  Nickerson 

RECREATION  COMMISSION 
William  P.  Avril 
Deven  L.  Scott 
Carol  N.  Mahoney 
Beatrice  C.  Perkins 
Charles  A.  Morehouse 

RECREATION  DIRECTOR 
Thomas  M.  Haggerty 

SEALER  OF  WEIGHTS  &  MEASURES 
*  'George  K.  Hayward 
"Dana  Clark  Flint 

SEWERAGE  STUDY  COMMITTEE 
Daniel  J.  Costello 
David  A.  Manalan 


1978 
1978 
1978 
1979 
1979 
1979 
1980 
1980 

1978 
1978 
1978 
1978 
1978 
1978 
1978 
1978 
1978 
1978 

1978 
1978 
1979 
1979 
1980 

1978 

1978 
1978 

1978 
1978 
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STREET  LIGHTING  COMMITTEE 

Booth  D.  Jackson  1978 

H.  Stuart  MacGregor  1978 

Leslie  F.  Parke  1978 

SUPERINTENDENT  OF  CEMETERIES 
T.  F.  Stewart  Kennedy  1978 

SUPERINTENDENT  OF  INSECT  PEST  CONTROL 
Franklin  H.  Charter  1978 

SUPERINTENDENT  OF  STREET 
Allen  H.  Nelson  1978 

TOWN  BUILDING-LAND  ACQUISITION  COMM. 


David  F.  Abbt 
Richard  J.  Calandrella 
Gerald  B.  Gallagher 
Richmond  P.  Miller,  Jr. 
Michael  G.  Rosenbaum 


1978 
1978 
1978 
1978 
1978 


TOWN  ENGINEER 
Ralph  W.  Herrick,  Jr.  1978 

TOWN  FOREST  COMMITTEE 
Emery  D.  Nelson  1978 
Franklin  H.  Charter  1978 

TOWN  REPORT  COMMITTEE 

Nollie  Srivastava  1978 

Michael  Kolowich  1978 

Katherine  S .  Kolowich  1 978 

TREE  WARDEN 
Franklin  H.  Charter  1978 

VETERANS  AGENT  &  DIRECTOR  OF 
VETERANS'  SERVICES 
Charles  M.  MacRae  1978 

VETERANS'  BURIAL  AGENT 
T.  Frederick  S.  Kennedy  1978 

WORKMEN'S  COMPENSATION  AGENT 
Theron  A.  Lowden  1978 


Dean  A.  Charter  (Armed)  1978 

Frank  DiMase  1978 

Alan  Hamilton  1978 

David  Hryniewich  1978 

Thomas  Jones  1978 

RayLaRoche  1978 

Eric  L.  Larson  1978 

Charles  Priest  1978 

Bruce  Smith  1978 

Kenneth  Sundberg  (Armed)  1978 

WESTFORD  POLICE  OFFICERS 

SPECIAL  POLICE  OFFICERS-ACTON 
Joseph  R.  Connell 
Douglas  L.  Deware 
Davis  Hogg 
Donald  Bancroft 
Sylvio  Brule 
Francis  Chandonait 

MEDICAL  TEAM  -  CIVIL  DEFENSE 
CleveW.Laid  1978 

COMMUNICATION  -  CIVIL  DEFENSE 
Ronald  H .  Rosenphal  1 978 

Richard  W.  Wright  1978 

*  Resigned 

'  Replacement 

*  Deceased 
•Retired 


AUXILIARY  FIREFIGHTERS 


James  Boothroyd 

1978 

Timothy  J.  Carell 

1978 

William  G.  Hartman 

1978 

David  Hillman 

1978 

Robert  W.  Ingram 

1978 

James  V.  McPadden 

1978 

Mary  Landrey 

1978 

Donald  Macaulay 

1978 

Dean  Melanson 

1978 

William  S.  Oakland 

1978 

Michael  S.  Smith 

1978 

Scott  D.  Vanderhoof 

1978 

Raymond  Paul  Grey 

1978 

Teresa  Moore 

1978 

AUXILIARY  POLICE  OFFICERS 

Carl  Adams  1978 

Jonathan  Benson  1978 

Mathew  C.  Benson  1978 


Town  Services 
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Cemetery  Commission 

Woodlawn  Cemetery 

The  Engineering  Department  completed  the  surveying 
and  preliminary  plans  of  the  cemetery. 

In  the  spring  of  1977,  we  contracted  Grever  and  Ward 
Inc.,  of  New  York,  to  lay  out  and  design  a  new  section  in 
the  cemetery.  This  project  has  been  completed.  The  Barre 
Granite  Association,  as  part  of  their  services,  will  assist 
any  cemetery  with  half  of  the  planning  fees  for  a 
monumented  section.  We  are  grateful  for  their  help. 

On  June  22,  1977,  we  contracted  Grever  and  Ward 
Inc.  to  draw  up  a  master  plan  for  the  54  undeveloped 
acres  of  land  in  this  cemetery.  This  is  to  include 
roadways,  drainage,  water  pipes  and  proposed  new 
sections. 

Numerous  test  holes  were  dug  to  determine  the  soil 
conditions  in  this  cemetery. 

In  the  new  section  all  planting  of  shrubs  will  be  done  by 
the  Cemetery  Department.  There  will  be  no  individual 
planting  of  shrubs. 
Mount  Hope  Cemetery 

The  chapel  was  painted  and  the  overgrown  arborvitae 
hedge  was  removed  from  the  side  of  the  building.  This  has 
enhanced  the  appearance  of  the  chapel  and  lightened  up 
the  G.A.R.  section.  A  large  bush  was  removed  from  the 
front  of  the  chapel. 

A  new  area  was  cleared  and  the  stumps  bulldozed.  The 
area  will  be  developed  when  the  new  cemetery  master 
plan  is  completed. 

A  few  large  pines  on  the  lower  road  were  removed 
because  of  decay.  They  were  leaning  towards  the 
monuments. 

In  the  Spring  a  couple  of  avenues  will  be  removed  and 
grassed  over  to  enhance  the  appearance  of  the  cemetery. 
Cemetery  Department 

The  Superintendent  attended  the  New  England 
Association  Conference  in  New  Hampshire.  This  was  a 
great  opportunity  to  meet  with  the  area's  cemeterians. 

He  also  attended  the  American  Cemetery  Association 
Conference,  which  was  held  in  Newton  at  the  Marriott 
Hotel.  There  were  representatives  from  all  over  the  United 
States  including  Canada.  The  educational  workshops 
held  at  both  these  conferences  were  very  informative  and 
beneficial.  The  foreman  attended  the  conference  on 
Municipal  Day. 

The  department  continued  the  program  of  cleaning 
monuments  in  both  cemeteries.  A  couple  of  monuments 
were  repaired. 

The  snow  storm  in  May  caused  considerable  damage 
to  shrubs  and  trees  in  both  cemeteries. 

Under  Capital  Outlay,  a  Troy  Bilt  Commerical 
Rototiller  was  purchased,  thereby  enabling  the  men  to 
reseed  individual  lots  and  start  a  program  of  planting. 

The  Cemetery  Commissioners  wish  to  call  attention  to 
all  lot  owners  the  following  items  will  not  be  allowed: 


artificial  flowers,  vigil  lights,  crushed  stone  or  bark  around 
a  monument  or  marker,  glass  or  tin  cans  for  flower 
containers  and  cement  urns.  Shrubs  are  not  allowed  on 
lots  smaller  than  four  grave  lots  and  permission  must  be 
obtained  from  the  cemetery  office  for  planting  of  shrubs. 
On  lots  where  shrubs  will  be  planted  an  additional 
Perpetual  Care  payment  of  $50.00  is  required,  effective 
January  1, 1977. 

Potted  flowers  will  be  removed  and  disposed  of  at  the 
discretion  of  the  Superintendent  ten  days  following 
Memorial  Day,  if  they  are  not  picked  up  by  the  owners; 
usually  they  are  placed  in  beds  within  the  Cemetery. 

We  will  have  an  article  on  the  Town  Warrant  asking  for 
a  maintenance  building  to  be  constructed  in  Mount  Hope 
Cemetery.  If  this  is  appropriated  it  will  eliminate  the  daily 
transportation  of  equipment  to  West  Acton  and  the  lost 
time  associated  with  the  moving.  Toilet  facilities  in  the 
building  will  eliminate  the  need  to  leave  the  cemetery,  also 
saving  man  hours.  The  building  will  also  serve  as  a  winter 
storage  area  for  items  that  are  now  left  out.  Heat  would  be 
supplied  to  the  office  and  toilet  areas  on  a  regular  basis 
and  to  work  area  only  as  needed. 

The  department  wishes  to  express  its  thanks  to  the 
Engineering  Department  for  all  the  work  on  the  plans  for 
the  master  planning,  also  to  the  Highway  Department,  as 
well  as  all  the  others  who  have  assisted  us  during  the  year. 

Stewart  Kennedy,  Superintendent 

Charles  F.  Putnam 
Howard  F.  Jones 
Harlan  E.  Tuttle 
Cemetery  Commissioners 
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Conservation 
Commission 

At  the  1977  Town  Meeting,  the  citizens  of  Acton  voted 
to  add  to  the  existing  38.5  acres  referred  to  as  the  Acton 
Center  Park  with  the  purchase  of  15  acres  of  land  for 
$60,000.00  This  money  is  to  be  appropriated  from  the 
existing  Conservation  Fund.  At  a  special  fall  Town 
Meeting,  the  voters  voted  to  authorize  the  Conservation 
Commission  to  apply  for  reimbursement  from  the  State 
under  the  Self  Help  Program.  The  Town  of  Acton 
received  $114,837.18  under  this  program  in  1977  to 
cover  reimbursement  of  the  purchase  of  7  parcels  of  land. 

Under  the  provisions  of  the  Wetlands  Protection  Act 
(G.L.  Chapter  131,  Section  40  as  amended),  the 
Conservation  Commission  held  13  Public  Hearings  to  act 
on  Notices  of  Intent,  issued  3  extension  permits,  held  13 
Hearings  to  act  on  Requests  for  Determination  of 
Applicability,  served  one  Cease  and  Desist  Order,  and 


granted  one  agricultural  exemption  under  the  Act.  One 
emergency  Hearing  was  held  by  the  Commission  to  allow 
the  Highway  Department  to  repair  a  culvert  on  Arlington 
Street  in  West  Acton. 

A  Conservation  Restriction  Program  is  now  available 
to  owners  of  land  who  agree  to  keep  the  land  in  its  natural 
state  in  exchange  for  a  lower  tax  assessment.  Three 
applications  were  received  at  the  close  of  the  year. 

One  of  the  duties  of  the  Conservation  Assistant  is  to 
coordinate  conservation  programs  with  civic  groups  and 
individual  volunteers.  This  year  the  Conservation 
Assistant  was  aided  by  a  CETA  Title  II  employee  to 
coordinate  these  activities.  The  Acton  Junior  Women's 
Club  marked  and  cleared  the  perimeter  trail  at  Great  Hill; 
the  Acton  Garden  Club  sponsored  guided  citizens'  walks 
on  conservation  lands;  local  Scouts  installed  a  160  foot 
boardwalk  to  the  Quaking  Bog  (Will's  Hole)  and,  through 
a  grant  from  the  Acton  Conservation  Trust,  Incorporated, 
established  the  Nashoba  Brook  Mill  Pond  Picnic  Area  in 
North  Acton.  Another  Community  Garden  was 
established  on  conservation  land  located  off  Robbins 

Street  in  South  Acton.  With  the  openinj  of  this  new 
garden  area,  the  Commission  now  administers,  in 
conjunction  with  the  Acton-Boxborough  Community 
Education  Department,  over  100  garden  plots  for  Acton 
residents.  Fifty  permits  were  issued  to  the  fall  Cut-A-Cord 
Program  held  in  the  Town  forest  off  Quarry  Road.  The 
Commission  extends  their  thanks  to  the  Fire  Chief  and 
EMTs  who  were  available  the  weekend  of  the  event.  The 
Spring  Hill  Conservation  Area  was  ready  for  cross 
country  skiing  after  a  trail  clearing  which  was  necessitated 
by  the  Spring  storm  damage.  Trail  maps  are  now  available 
for  Spring  Hill  at  the  DPW  Facility. 

A  preliminary  wetlands  map  is  being  reviewed  for 
approval  so  it  may  be  available  as  a  resource  to  other 
boards,  commissions,  and  individuals. 

The  commission  accepted  with  regret  the  resignation  of 
Joseph  Guertin  and  welcomed  new  member  Thomas 
Tucker. 

Edward  Chamber,  Chairman 
Ann  Chang 
Judith  Clark 
Brewster  Conant 
Dorothy  Stonecliffe 
Thomas  Tucker 
Donald  White 

Conrad  I.  Berlied,  Conservation  Intern 


38.5  additional  acre*  of  Conservation  land  were 
purchased  by  the  Town  in  Acton  Center  daring  1977. 
Town  Hall  is  at  upper  right  of  photograph. 
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Acton  Conservation 
Trust,  Inc. 

The  Acton  Conservation  Trust,  Inc.  is  a  non-profit  cor- 
poration organized  to  protect,  preserve,  and  conserve  Ac- 
ton's natural  objects  and  areas  for  the  enjoyment  and 
benefit  of  the  general  public.  Membership  is  open  to 
anyone  interested  in  conservation;  the  trust  is  operated  by 
a  group  of  trustees  and  officers  elected  by  the  members. 
Because  of  the  public  nature  of  Trust  projects,  the 
Trustees  are  pleased  to  submit  this  report  to  the  town. 

The  most  visible  and  outstanding  effort  of  the  Trust  is 
the  founding,  implementation  and  operation  of  the 
Recycling  Program  at  the  Sanitary  Landfill.  Started  in 
1971  by  a  group  of  environmentalists  under  the  auspices 
of  the  Trust,  the  self-supporting  program  has  proved  to  be 
a  successful  contribution  to  the  town,  recycling  from  400 
to  over  500  tons  of  reusable  refuse  each  year,  reducing 
town  operating  expenses  and  extending  the  life  of  the  lan- 
dfill site.  Approximately  15%  of  the  residents  voluntarily 
participate,  recycling  newspapers,  glass  containers, 
clothing,  rags,  scrap  metal  (refrigerators,  stoves,  etc.), 
tires,  aluminum,  automobile  batteries,  and  scrap  copper 
and  lead.  The  Trust  manages  the  program,  overseeing  the 
two  youth  monitors  employed  to  maintain  the  recycle  area 
and  arranging  with  dealers  to  purchase  and  transport 
materials  to  the  markets.  A  third,  adult  monitor  will  be 
added  in  1978. 

Prices  received  for  the  materials  fluctuate  with  the 
market  and  reflect  demand.  The  total  income  in  1976 
amounted  to  $4600.  for  520  tons  of  material;  after  ex- 
penses of  $1600.  the  net  income  was  $2900.  The  projec 
ted  total  income  for  1977  is  $3600.  for  an  estimated  470 
tons;  after  anticipated  expenses  of  $1400.,  the  net  in- 
come is  expected  to  be  $2200.  The  Trust  is  interested  in 
increasing  the  number  of  tons  recycled,  and  plans  to 
launch  a  public  education  effort  in  1978  to  increase  par- 
ticipation. Newsprint  prices  have  risen  dramatically,  from 
a  1975  low  of  $1.00  per  ton  to  a  1977  high  of  $30.00  per 
ton.  Prices  for  other  materials  are  stable,  so  the  outlook 
for  the  1978  recycled  materials  market  is  favorable. 

Funds  from  the  Recycle  Program  are  funneled  back  to 
the  town  through  grants  to  residents,  town  commissions 
and  departments,  schools,  and  community  groups,  for 
conservation  projects  within  the  town  or  studies  of  benefit 
to  the  town.  The  Grant  Program  was  inaugurated  in  1976 
and  grants  have  been  made  or  approved  for  the  following: 

—  A    study   toward    the    development   of  ecology 
activities  on  Acton  school  sites. 

—  Trail  improvement  and  marking  at  Great  Hill 
Conservation  Area. 

—  Picnic  tables  at  the  Route  27  Community  Gardens 
Robbins  Mill  Pond  Site. 

—  Improvement  and  restoration  of  the  Faulkner 
House  grounds. 

—  Preparation  and  publication  of  a  booklet  describing 
and  charting  town  conservation  lands. 


—  Support  (specific  details  to  be  determined)  for  the 
Todd/Hosmer  project  in  cooperation  with  the 
Historical  Society. 
The  purpose  of  the  Grant  Program  is  to  encourage 
groups  and  individuals  to  initiate,  define  and  participate  in 
conservation   projects   within   the   town.    The  Trust 
welcomes  proposals  or  suggestions  or  ideas  for  possible 
projects. 

James  C.  Barnes 
Stanton  J.  Collins 
John  R.  Folsom 
Benjamin  R.  Greene 
William  A.  Klauer 
Elizabeth  B.  Kubik 
William  N.  McClure 
Marion  Maxwell 
Board  Members 

Permanent  Building 
Committee 

The  committee  worked  on  finishing  three  projects 
during  the  year. 

McCarthy-Towne  renovation  -  this  project  is  complete 
with  the  exception  of  about  $5300  which  remains  for  the 
puchase  of  the  final  phase  of  equipment  and  furnishings. 

Litigation  concerning  the  damage  to  the  walls  of  the 
High  School  is  still  pending.  It  is  anticipated  this  case 
will  be  heard  in  March  1978.  The  impace  on  the  school 
budget  will  not  be  significant  even  if  findings  are  not  in 
favor  of  the  Regional  School  District. 

The  feasibility  study  relating  to  new  or  improved  Town 
Hall  facilities  is  essentially  complete.  While  there  may  be 
no  immediate  impace  on  the  Town,  it  is  hoped  that  this 
document  will  provide  a  reasonable  blueprint  to  guide 
developement  in  the  next  several  years. 

Thomas  J.  Regan,  Jr. 
James  Kazokas 
Peter  Morbeck 
Edward  Morrill 
Donald  Perkins 

Elizabeth  White  Fund 

The  Trustees  of  the  Elizabeth  White  Fund  have  signed 
requisitions  to  the  Town  Treasurer  totaling  $1,214.46  for 
the  entire  year,  ending  1977. 

This  fund  was  set  up  in  1923  by  George  R.  White  for 
$25,000  in  memory  of  his  mother,  the  income  only  to  be 
expended  in  relieving  the  necessities  of  the  town's 
unfortunate. 

Hazel  P.  Vose 
Eleanor  P.  Wilson 
Helen  B.  Allen 
Trustees 
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Council  on  Aging 

The  Council  on  Aging  continues  to  expand  its  program 
of  activities  and  services  to  fit  the  needs  and  requirements 
of  Acton's  1000  Senior  Citizens.  The  Council  consists  of 
seven  members  and  a  coordinator,  and  meets  the  second 
Wednesday  of  each  month  at  7:30  P.M.,  Room  310,  the 
Junior  High  School.  All  meetings  are  open  to  the  public. 
The  Acton  Senior  Citizen  News  provides  information  and 
is  mailed  to  all  those  over  60  years  of  age.  The  Council's 
telephone  number  is  263-1068. 

A  variety  of  activities  (crafts,  games,  exercise  classes, 
and  educational  programs)  is  offered  at  the  Senior  Center, 
located  in  the  West  Acton  Baptist  Church  and  open  two 
days  a  week  (Tuesday,  12:00  to  3:30,  and  Thursday, 
10:00  to  1:00).  These  activities  are  conducted  in  conjun- 
ction with  a  daily  hot  lunch  program  (12:15  to  1:00) 
sponsored  by  the  Minuteman  Home  Care  Corporation. 
A  donation  of  50C  is  suggested  for  the  lunch.  For  the 
elderly  who  are  confined  to  their  homes,  the  Wheel-a- 
Meal  program  delivers  a  hot  and  a  cold  meal,  prepared  by 
Emerson  Hospital,  with  special  attention  to  those  with 
special  dietary  needs. 

The  Council's  Programs  and  Goals  Committee  has 
continued  to  expand  and  augment  the  activities  provided 
for  the  elderly.  The  monthly  trips  to  major  shopping  cen- 
ters and  recreational  trips  to  Boston,  the  theatre,  the 
Berkshires,  etc.  are  increasingly  popular.  This  year  wit- 
nessed the  beginning  of  a  Well  Senior  Clinic,  held  the 
fourth  Tuesday  of  every  month  at  the  Senior  Center,  at 
which  local  doctors,  dentists,  podiatrists,  etc.  discuss 
health  problems  of  the  elderly,  and  where  diabetic 
screenings  and  flu  shots  are  given  by  Acton's  Town  Nur- 
ses. A  speakers  program  instituted  during  the  year  in- 
cluded discussions  led  by  Sen.  Chester  Atkins,  Rep.  John 
Loring,  and  a  representative  from  the  Massachusetts 
Department  of  Elder  Affairs,  among  others.  Arrangemen- 
ts have  been  made  for  free  legal  counseling  (through  the 
Minuteman  Home  Care  Corporation)  and  for  annual 
assistance  in  Income  Tax  preparation,  by  a  trained  Coun- 
cil on  Aging  Associate. 

The  Council  wishes  to  thank  the  many  volunteers  and 
groups  who  provide  a  large  amount  of  the  assistance 
needed  to  keep  the  Council's  program  going.  Those  who 
help  at  the  Senior  Center  and  make  friendly  visits  to  shut- 
ins  are  invaluable.  Acton's  Boy  Scouts  assist  in  leaf-raking 
and  other  home  chores,  in  addition  to  donating  food, 
decorations,  and  gifts  during  holiday  seasons.  During  the 
winter,  members  of  the  Civil  Defense  Force  provide  snow 
shoveling.  The  Acton  Lions  Club  sponsored  the  Annual 
December  Holiday  Banquet,  attended  by  150  Seniors, 
and  the  Milldam  Business  and  Professional  Association 
of  Concord  sponsored  a  September  indoor  picnic.  In  ad- 
dition, in  a  major  ongoing  program,  the  Acton  Business 
and  Professional  Association  provides  free  transportation 
to  the  elderly  on  Wednesday  mornings  to  local  shopping 
areas. 


The  Council  appreciates  the  advice  and  support  given 
it  by  the  Town  Manager  and  the  Selectmen  during  the 
year.  We  invite  interested  citizens  of  all  ages  to  participate 
in  our  programs  for  the  elderly  and  attend  our  meetings. 
Volunteers  are  always  needed.  For  information,  call  Carol 
Lake,  Corrdinator,  at  263-1068,  or  the  Chairman  at  263 
2238. 

James  Sargent,  Chairman 
Ethel  Smith,  Vice-Chairman 
Minetta  Lee,  Treasurer 
Joseph  Mercurio 
Anne  Staples 
Geraldine  Reynolds 

Barbara  Tannuzzo,  R.N.,  Advisory  Member 
Carol  Lake,  Coordinator 


Goodnow  Fund 


For  the  year  ending  December  31 ,  1977: 
INVESTMENTS 
Concord  Cooperative  Bank 
RECEIPTS 

Concord  Cooperative  Bank 
EXPENDITURES 

Treasurer  of  the  Acton 
Congreational  Church 
Town  of  Acton  for  the 
Perpetual  Care  of  the 
Goodnow  Lot  in  Woodlawn 

Cemetery.  $     20.00      $  20.00 

Thelma  L.  Boatman,  Treasurer 
James  N.  Gates 
Nancy  Gilberti 


$3,000.00  $3,000.00 


$  203.12      $  203.12 


$   183.12      $  183.12 
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Highway  Department 

All  of  the  developments  were  swept,  as  were  most  of 
the  Town  ways.  Sweeping  of  all  streets  takes  a  good  five 
months  for  two  men.  The  Highway  Department  sweeps 
by  districts.  Next  spring  we  will  begin  in  District  One. 

The  Town  grounds  were  all  mowed  and  fertilized 
throughout  the  year  and  many  roadsides  were  mowed. 

Trash  barrels  were  placed  throughout  the  Town  and 
were  emptied  once  a  week  as  well  as  those  at  Town  Hall, 
Police  Station,  Fire  Stations,  and  the  Highway  Barn. 

Berms  were  replaced  along  with  driveway  approaches 
throughout  the  Town  where  snow  plows  had  damaged 
them. 

Centerlines  were  painted  throughout  the  Town.  With 
the  help  of  the  State  we  painted  School  Street,  High 
Street,  Parker  Street,  Willow  Street,  Concord  Road  and 
part  of  Central  Street. 

Guard  rail  was  replaced  where  needed  and  a  large 
number  of  guard  rail  posts  were  cleaned  and  then  painted. 

Broken,  stolen  and  defaced  signs  were  all  replaced 
throughout  the  Town. 

Drainage 

Catchbasins  were  cleaned  where  needed  and  the 
department  rebuilt  some  deteriorated  catchbasins.  We 
also  added  some  structures  to  the  system.  Arlington 
Street  received  its  second  new  culvert  this  year  and  will 
get  the  last  large  one  in  the  spring. 

Snow 

Sand  barrels,  snow  fence  and  snow  markers  were 
placed  throughout  the  Town.  The  department  has  32 
private  ways  to  plow  this  year.  The  winter  of  76-77  was 
one  of  the  longest  winters  we  have  had  with  snow  coming 
on  November  10  and  remaining  until  March.  This  was 
followed  by  one  big  storm  on  May  9  which  left  us  with 
eight  inches  of  heavy  snow  and  much  tree  damage.  We 
had  a  total  of  103  inches  of  snow  requiring  14  plowings 
and  50  sandings. 

Sand  and  salt  are  available  to  all  townspeople  at  the 
salt  shed  at  the  rear  of  the  Highway  Building  on  Forest 
Road. 

Sanitary  Landfill 

Under  the  care  of  Frank  Towne  the  landfill  area  was 
well  kept. 

The  March  winds  make  a  mess  and  as  a  result,  this 
year  the  department  constructed  portable  windbreakers. 
Hopefully  they  will  help.  The  department  will  be  able  to 
move  them  when  the  strong  spring  winds  come.  It  would 
help  if  during  March  and  early  April  the  town's  people 
could  bag  their  trash  rather  than  dumping  full  trash 
barrels,  causing  the  wind  to  blow  the  loose  trash  out  of 
the  landfill  area. 

I  want  to  thank  Foster  Masonary  Products,  Inc.  of 
Lawsbrook  Road  for  the  cover  material  they  have 
donated,  it  makes  excellent  material. 


The  recycling  of  newspapers,  bottles,  cans  and  iron 
has  been  going  strong. 

Honey  Pot 

The  department  finished  the  four  holding  tanks  this 
year  in  addition  to  the  large  leaching  field.  The  leaching 
field  does  not  leach  as  efficiently  as  we  had  hoped,  so  in 
the  spring  we  will  have  to  build  another  leaching  field. 
More  work  is  needed  in  this  area  including  more  holding 
area  for  drying.  There  has  to  be  a  simpler  way. 

Primary  and  Secondary  Roada 

The  following  streets  received  a  wearing  course  of 
Type  I  concrete: 

Main  Street  from  Newtown  Road  to  Route2; 
School  Street  from  Main  Street  to  Piper  Road; 
Central  Street  from  Richardson's  Crossing  to  Windsor 
Avenue; 

Brook  Street  from  the  railroad  tracks  to  Great  Road; 

Hawthorne  Street,  Old  Village  Road,  a  section  of  Old 

Lantern  Road  and  Highland  Street. 

A  leveling  course  was  laid  on  Hayward  Road  as  well  as 
on  a  section  of  Hillcrest  Drive.  Hayward  Road  will  get  a 
stone  surface  in  the  spring. 

The  Town  ways  were  all  patched  where  needed  during 
the  year. 


Parking  Lot 

The  big  job  this  year  for  the  department  was  the  con- 
struction of  the  MBTA  commuter  railroad  station  and 
parking  lot  located  on  Central  Street  at  the  intersection  of 
Main  Street.  This  project  was  carried  out  under  the  expert 
eye  of  Eddie  Brown. 

The  lot  was  completed  as  far  as  the  1,000  yard  binder 
course  of  hot  top. 

I  want  to  thank  Foster  Masonary  Products,  Inc.  for 
their  great  donation  of  about  10,000  cubic  feet  of  borrow 
for  the  base  of  the  parking  lot.  In  the  spring  the  wearing 
course  of  hot  top  will  be  laid  and  the  remainder  of  the  area 
loamed  and  seeded. 
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The  Town  of  Acton  is  indeed  fortunate  to  receive  the 
services  it  receives  from  a  department  of  such  a  small 
size. 

I  want  to  thank  the  men  of  the  department;  Dick  Howe, 
Foreman;  Donna  Stacy,  Secretary;  and  all  departments 
that  made  the  year  a  success. 

Allen  H.  Nelson,  Superintendent 


Advisory  Committee  on 
Transportation 

The  Committee  has  expanded  from  one  to  four 
members  since  May  of  1977.  Its  purpose,  as  stated  by  the 
Board  of  Selectmen,  is  1)  to  deal  with  relations  between 
Acton  and  transportation  systems  that  go  in  and  out  of 
town;  and  2)  to  study  the  feasibility  and,  if  possible, 
implement  some  means  of  public  transportation  within 
the  town. 

Free  bus  transportation  on  Wednesday  mornings  for 
Acton  senior  citizens  began  in  January.  The  Committee 
and  Council  on  Aging  (COA)  representatives  set  up  the 
routes  and  organized  the  trips  to  the  shopping  areas.  This 
service  is  made  possible  by  the  contributions  of  Acton 
Businessmen. 

In  May,  the  Board  of  Selectmen  approved  our 
application  to  the  State  Dept.  of  Elder  Affairs  for  a  COA 
grant.  If  the  funds  are  received,  transportation  for  seniors 
to  medical  appointments,  the  Drop  In  Center,  Nutrition 


Site,  etc.  will  be  available  from  noon  to  5  P.M.  on 
Tuesday  and  Friday.  Due  to  the  establishment  of  new 
federal  guidelines  for  these  grants,  it  was  necessary  to 
reapply  in  December.  Awards  will  be  made  in  February  of 
1978. 

A  traffic  survey  at  Kelley's  Comer  was  conducted  in 
October,  with  the  help  of  the  Explorer  and  Boy  Scouts. 
The  origin  and  destination  of  autos  traveling  through  the 
intersection  was  determined.  A  long-term  goal  of  the 
committee  is  to  reduce  traffic  at  this  location  and  along 
Rt.  27  at  peak  hours. 

The  opening  of  the  Commuter  Rail  Parking  facility  in 
December  was  an  opportunity  to  inform  citizens  of  the 
train  service  and  to  provide  schedule  information  at 
several  locations  in  town.  Types  of  bike  security  for  the 
parking  area  are  being  investigated  as  well  as  possible 
funding  for  bikeways  in  Acton. 

We  wish  to  thank  Mr.  Robert  Sundberg,  Mr.  Robert 
Daigle  and  the  Acton  Businessmen  for  their  continued 
support  of  the  shoppers'  bus;  Mrs.  Carol  Lake,  Mrs.  Ethel 
Smith  and  Mrs.  Judy  Werner  for  their  help  and  advice  in 
planning  senior  transportation;  Mr.  Donald  McCauley, 
Explorer  Post  7,  Mr.  Brian  Sinclair  and  Boy  Scout  Troop 
32  for  their  help  in  the  traffic  survey;  and  the  Town 
Manager  and  Assistant  Town  Manager  for  their  continued 
spirit  of  cooperation. 

Anne  Fanton,  Chairman 
Bill  Soule,  Secretary 
Carol  Stimmel 
Frank  Flood 


Governor  Michael  Dukakis  join*  town  officials  for  Commuter  Rail  Parking  Facility  ground  breaking. 
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Acton  Housing 
Authority 

After  eight  years,  the  Housing  Authority  is  finally 
able  to  announce  that  they  have  acquired  both  suitable 
land,  and  approval  of  the  Town,  to  build  approximately 
69  units  of  housing  for  the  elderly. 

The  Elm  Court  site  was  eliminated  as  a  possible  site 
in  the  fall  when  the  Authority  and  the  owners  could 
not  reach  agreement  on  price. 

Dr.  Donald  Feltus,  and  his  wife  Ruth,  then  offered  a 
parcel  of  land  on  Windsor  Avenue  in  West  Acton.  This 
land,  originally  chosen  by  the  Authority  eight  years  ago, 
was  discounted  then,  by  the  state,  because  of  local  re- 
strictions imposed  by  the  West  Acton  Fire  Code.  We  were 
able  to  negotiate  on  the  land  this  year  because  the  new 
State  Building  Code  of  1975  superceded  the  local  code. 

An  option  was  taken  on  the  land  by  Authority  in  late 
fall,  and  hearings  before  the  Board  of  Appeals  and  the 
Conservation  Commission  were  held  in  December.  Fol- 
lowing a  detailed  and  well-documented  presentation  of  the 
preliminary  plans  by  Architect  George  Adler,  of  Johnson- 
Hotvedt-DeNisco  of  Boston,  and  Howard  Gomey  of 
Schier,  Schier,  &  Graham,  of  Acton,  attorney  for  the 
Authority,  both  boards  granted  approval  to  build,  subject 
to  local  building  regulations. 

We  expect  that  ground-breaking  will  commence  in  late 
spring.  Construction  will  take  anywhere  from  18  to  24 
months.  The  Authority  has  been  chosen  as  a  possible 
project  for  a  Federal  Solar  Energy  grant  and  Mr.  Adler 
and  his  engineers  are  working  on  feasibility  and  cost 
studies  on  this,  coincidental  with  the  final  engineering  plans. 

In  the  fall  Patience  H.  MacPherson,  a  charter  member 
of  the  Authority  resigned  and  was  replaced  by  James 
H.  Sargent  a  member  from  the  Council  on  Aging.  Mr. 
Sargent  was  appointed  by  the  Governor,  as  was  Mrs. 


MacPherson,  as  the  state's  representative  on  the  board, 
for  a  three-year  term.  Mrs.  MacPherson  deserves  com- 
mendation for  her  long  period  of  service  to  the  Authority 
and  the  town  and  for  unflagging  interest  in  the  project 
during  often  discouraging  years. 

In  addition  to  the  primary  function  of  building  housing 
units,  the  Authority  also  administers  two  rental  subsidy 
programs. 

The  HUD  Section  8  program  is  a  federally  funded  pro- 
gram that  provides  rental  assistance  to  low-income  families, 
during  1977,  we  provided  assistance  to  fifteen  families 
at  a  total  of  $49,000. 

The  Chapter  707  program  is  a  program  funded  by  the 
state  of  Massachusetts  and  in  1977  provided  assistance 
to  three  elderly  citizens  in  Acton  for  a  total  of  $5760. 

We  have  applied  to  both  HUD  and  the  State  for  addi 
tional  funds  for  1978.  It  is  expected  that  both  programs 
will  continue  as  long  as  funds  are  available.  Both  of  these 
programs  are  administered  by  mrs  Judith  Bochstahler,  a 
professional  program  coordinator  employed  by  the  Au 
thority. 

The  Board  is  very  pleased  at  the  high  degree  of  coop 
eration  given  this  year  by  all  other  town  boards  and  par 
ticularly  appreciative  of  support  from  those  citizens  who 
make  up  the  Citizens  Advisory  Board. 

Ann  Courtright, Chairman 

Paul  G.  Der  Ananian,  Treasurer 

James  H.  Sargent,  Secretary 

Thomas  Ahem 

Robert  J.  Storella 
Citizens  Advisory  Board 

Anne  Staples 

Nellie  Campbell 

Charles  Rogers 

Fred  Kennedy 

Ruth  Gill 

Frank  Averett 

Rosemary  Durkin 
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Acton  Memorial  Library 


This  has  been  a  year  of  great  progress  for  the  Acton 
Memorial  Library.  The  major  change  was  the  relocation  of 
library  departments  to  achieve  better  use  of  the  facilities 
and  to  make  room  for  additional  chairs,  study  tables,  and 
bookcases,  increasing  the  seating  capacity  by  37%  and 
the  book  capacity  by  12%  and  extending  the  adequate 
usefulness  of  the  present  facility  by  several  years.  This 
change  was  suggested  and  executed  by  the  library  staff 
with  assistance  from  a  few  Boy  Scouts  in  moving  books, 
and  from  adult  volunteers  who  manned  the  telephones  so 
that  the  staff  could  work  without  interruption.  About 
40,000  books  were  relocated  as  the  Children's 
Department  was  moved  to  the  original  Memorial  Library 
Building  and  the  Reference  Department  and  Adult 
Reading  Room  were  moved  to  the  new  library  building. 
The  new  furniture  was  purchased  from  the  income  from 
trust  funds,  so  the  cost  to  the  town  of  this  major  change 
was  only  $87.  for  professional  movers  needed  to  move 
large  bookcases. 

The  rear  patio  of  the  library,  which  is  used  for  library- 
sponsored  summer  programs,  was  greatly  improved  by 
the  removal  of  the  loose  stone,  replacing  it  with  a  solid 
cement  covering.  This  work  was  done  by  the  Highway 
Department  under  the  CETA  (Comprehensive 
Employment  Training  Act)  program,  whose  personnel  are 
paid  in  part  by  the  Federal  Government. 

This  year  a  Readers'  Advisor  Desk  has  been 
established  which  is  manned  from  6:30  to  9  P.M., 


Monday  through  Friday,  to  assist  library  patrons  in  finding 
books,  using  the  card  catalog,  or  whatever  service  may  be 
required.  While  this  service  has  always  been  available,  our 
experience  indicates  that  some  patrons  hesitate  to  ask  for 
assistance  when  all  staff  people  are  apparently  busy  with 
their  usual  library  duties.  The  hours  of  this  service  will  be 
extended  as  needed  within  the  personnel  limits  of  the 
library. 

Many  excellent  and  well  attended  free  summer 
programs  featuring  young  local  artists  were  provided 
along  with  a  free  summer  feature  movie  program. 

An  increasing  number  of  patrons  have  expressed  their 
approval  and  have  taken  advantage  of  the  library  being 
open  on  Sundays.  The  Trustees  have  voted  to  extend  the 
Sunday  openings  from  Oct.  17th,  1978  to  May  15th, 
1979. 

Maintenance  expenses  have  been  greater  than 
budgeted  this  year  as  numerous  repairs  and  prelacements 
in  the  heating  and  air  conditioning  systems,  now  eleven 
years  old,  have  been  required.  The  exterior  woodwork  of 
all  the  windows  in  the  original  library  building  were 
repaired  and  repainted.  The  interior  woodwork  of  these 
windows  will  be  repaired  and  repainted  by  the  custodian 
on  a  time  available  basis. 

The  patrons,  the  staff,  and  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the 
library  are  most  appreciative  of  the  more  than  2000  hours 
of  work  contributed  by  volunteers  enlisted  by  the  The 
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Friends  of  the  Acton  Libraries.  Mabel  Ellis  is  Chairman 
for  Volunteers  and  has  enlisted  the  following  volunteers 
for  this  year:  Lee  Aikman,  Joan  Bauer,  Paula  Bernstein, 
Susie  Chiang,  Priscilla  Dalrymple,  Margie  DeMaster, 
Mabel  Ellis,  Peggy  Foster,  Karel  Hammer,  Jane  Harney, 
Ellen  Hopkins,  Ann  Hosmer,  Judith  Hummel,  Elizabeth 
McDonald,  Marian  Meigs,  Nancy  Myron,  Barbara 
O'Donoghue,  Alice  Richards,  Kathryn  Schmalz, 
Rosemary  Seifert,  Sandra  Taylor,  and  Mary  Yelverton. 
This  service  reduces  the  cost  of  operation  of  the  library  by 
several  thousand  dollars  each  year  and  enables  the  staff 
to  provide  additional  services.  Anyone  interested  in 
volunteer  work,  usually  two  hours  per  week,  may  contact 
the  library. 

A  new  copy  machine  has  been  installed  in  the  library  by 
the  Friends.  While  primarily  for  the  convenience  of  library 
patrons  who  wish  to  photocopy  a  portion  of  a  book  or 
magazine,  the  copier  is  available  to  all  at  a  charge  of  IOC 
per  copy. 

Numerous  art,  craft  and  hobby  displays  have  been  on 
view  at  the  library,  featuring  all  media  of  art  by  local  artists 
including  even  those  of  grade  school  age.  Any  qualified 
artist,  craft  person,  collector,  or  hobbyist  interested  in 
displaying,  or  anyone  wishing  to  recommend  such  a 
person,  is  invited  to  contact  the  Library  Director. 

The  Acton  Garden  Club,  in  addition  to  its  many  other 
beautification  projects  about  the  town,  continues  to 
maintain  the  flower  garden  at  the  entrance  to  the  library 


and  to  provide  a  floral  arrangement  each  week,  bringing  a 
note  of  beauty  and  pleasure  to  all  who  enter  the  library. 

The  staff  continues  to  receive  many  complaints  about 
the  low  level  of  illumination  in  the  library.  Many  study 
tables  show  a  reading  as  low  as  8  foot-candles,  and  at  the 
bottom  row  of  books  of  several  bookcases  the  light  level 
is  as  low  as  3  foot-candles.  To  improve  this  bad  situation 
several  extenders  with  inverted  "Y"  sockets  fitted  with 
reflector  spot  or  flood  lights  have  been  installed.  This  has 
helped  specific  small  areas  but  not  the  overall  problem. 
While  there  appears  to  be  no  widely-recommended  level 
of  illumination  for  reading,  the  standard  study  or  bridge 
lamp  usually  provides  around  30  foot  candles  at  normal 
reading  distance.  To  provide  a  low  cost,  economical, 
overall  illumination  will  require  the  replacement  of  some  of 
the  present  fixtures  with  fluorescent  lights,  which  because 
of  their  greater  efficiency  can  provide  proper  illumination 
without  using  more  energy.  Funds  for  the  purchase  and 
installation  of  adequate  lighting  will  be  requested  at  town 
meeting  when  plans  are  completed. 

As  of  July  1,  1977,  the  library  housed  41,321  books 
and  over  1600  records  and  cassettes,  plus  large  quantities 
of  carefully  selected,  filed  pamphlet  materials  on 
numerous  subjects,  and  the  periodicals  and  newspapers. 
The  library  now  contains  more  material  than  the  designed 
capacity.  The  value  of  materials  declared  missing 
amounted  to  $1500.  Income  to  the  town's  General  Fund 
from  the  library  amounted  to  $9,847  in  fines;  and  State 
Aid  amounting  to  $6,878,  based  on  the  library  meeting  all 


Summer  Open  House  at  Acton  Memorial  Library. 
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state  requirements.  Circulation  for  the  year  ending  June 
30,  1977,  was  approximately  175,000,  averaging  almost 
600  items  per  day.  The  library  provided  study  space  and 
research  material  for  thousands  of  hours  of  study  by 
students,  business  and  investment  information  for 
breadwinners,  and  untold  hours  of  education  and 
enjoyment  for  hobbyists  and  readers  of  fiction,  young  and 
old  alike.  The  library  offers,  to  mention  just  one  area  of 
service,  current  and  previous  issues  of  over  250  periodicals 
covering  such  diverse  subjects  as  automobiles,  business, 
conservation,  consumer  information,  current  events, 
ecology,  education,  entertainment,  fine  arts,  gardening, 
history,  hobbies,  nature,  outdoor  life,  religion,  science  and 
electronics,  and  many  other  topics. 

Truly,  one  of  the  greatest  services  a  community  can 
offer  its  citizens  is  the  modem  public  library!  Don't  miss  it! 
Use  it! 

Raymond  Shamel,  Chairman 
Brewster  Conant 
Nancy  Gerhardt 
Persis  Green 
Hayward  Houghton 
Nancy  Howe 
James  Parker 
Vincent  Parrella 
Margaret  Richter 
Board  of  Trustees 


MISS  FLORENCE  MERRIAM 

While  hundreds  of  Acton  people  and  other 
former  students  of  Miss  Florence  Merriam  were 
saddened  at  the  news  of  her  death  on  December  1 , 
1977,  all  of  those  who  had  worked  with  her  at  the 
Acton  Memorial  Library  felt  a  special  loss.  Miss 
Merriam  had  been  a  Trustee  of  the  library  for  thirty 
years  prior  to  her  recent  resignation,  at  which  time 
she  was  unaminously  elected  Trustee  Emeritus. 
Her  record  of  service  to  Acton  is  outstanding  and 
this  was  recognized  in  1962  with  the  unusual  honor 
of  having  a  public  school  named  for  her.  In  addition 
to  her  good  counsel  as  a  Trustee,  Miss  Merriam 
faithfully  carried  on  the  additional  duties  of 
receiving,  recording,  and  caring  for  the  gifts  of 
historic  materials  received  by  the  library.  She  had  a 
wonderful  knowledge  and  appreciation  of  local 
history  which  by  her  enthusiasm  she  instilled  in  the 
hearts  of  many  Actonians,  who  will  forever  lovingly 
remember  her  with  deep  appreciation  for  her 
knowledge,  keen  mind,  and  wonderful  personality. 


Citizens  Library 
Association  of 
West  Acton 

The  resignation  in  September  of  Miss  Katherine 
Kinsley  from  the  Board  of  Trustees  was  accepted  with 
regret.  Sincere  thanks  are  extended  for  her  effective 
services.  Mrs.  Corinne  Merkh  was  elected  to  fill  the 
vacancy. 

Circulation  of  books  at  the  Library  continues  to  rise. 
However,  we  are  operating  at  capacity.  Further  increase 
in  circulation  can  only  be  dependent  upon  obtaining 
additional  space  and  providing  longer  hours  of  service. 

We  are  most  fortunate  in  having  the  talented  Mrs.  Joan 
Hansen  to  keep  the  Library  cheerfully  decorated 
throughout  the  year.  The  Acton  Garden  Club  planted  the 
window  boxes  and  provided  a  handsome  Christmas 
wreath.  We  are  very  grateful  to  these  "friends". 

The  Eastern  Massachusetts  Regional  Bookmobile 
services  are  most  valuable.  Their  staff  provides  a  very 
high  percentage  of  patron  requests  in  a  reasonably  short 
period  of  time.  This  includes  many  of  the  newest  books  as 
well  as  a  good  general  selection. 

Thanks  are  due  the  volunteer  substitutes  for  the  lunch 
hour,  the  Trustees  and  their  families  for  loyal  services  and 
many  patrons  who  contributed  books,  periodicals,  and 
Fair  items  during  the  year. 

Library  Hours:     Monday  7:00  9:00  P.M. 

Tuesday,  Wednesday,  Thrusday, 

Friday:  10:00  5:00  P.M. 

Telephone  Number:263  9222 
Accession:  Books  in  Library 

July  1,1976  7,447 
Increase  by  purchase  266 
Increase  by  gift  287 
Withdrawn  377 
Books  in  Library 

June  30,  1977  7,623 
Circulation:         17,457  books. 
Income:  Fines  collected:  $276.65 

Mrs.  Betty  Boothby 

Chairman 
Mrs.  Corinne  Merkh 

Secretary  Treasurer 
Mrs.  Marie  Reid 

Board  of  Trustees 
Thelma  C.  Hermes 

Librarian 
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Planning  Board 

The  Planning  Board  is  established  in  accordance  with 
the  provisions  of  Chapter  41  of  the  Massachusetts 
General  Laws,  otherwise  known  as  the  Municipal  Plan- 
ning and  Subdivision  Control  Act.  The  Planning  Board's 
activities  fall  into  four  general  categories:  zoning,  sub- 
division control,  providing  advice  and  comments  to  other 
boards  and  developing  the  plans  and  procedures 
necessary  to  influence  future  development  in  the  town. 
Zoning 

At  a  Special  Town  Meeting  called  on  April  12th  during 
the  Annual  Town  Meeting,  the  Town  voted  to  approve  a 
new  Zoning  By  law.  The  new  Zoning  By-law,  which  had 
been  in  preparation  by  the  Planning  Board  for  over  a  year, 
brings  the  Acton  Zoning  By-law  into  conformance  with 
Chapter  808  of  the  Acts  of  the  Legislature  of  1975,  the 
Comprehensive  Revision  of  the  Massachusetts  Zoning 
Enabling  Act.  In  addition,  the  new  Zoning  By-law  sim- 
plified and  clarified  the  language  in  the  bylaw,  eliminated 
inconsistencies  and  streamlined  the  presentation  so  that 
its  substance  is  made  clear  to  both  citizens  and  Town  of- 
ficials. A  new  section  covering  the  requirements  and 
regulations  for  signs  erected  within  the  Town  was  incor- 
porated into  the  new  Zoning  By-law  and  supercedes  the 
previous  Sign  By  law.  The  sign  provisions  in  the  new 
Zoning  By  law  were  developed  by  the  Planning  Board 
with  the  cooperation  of  the  Board  of  Selectmen,  the 
Board  of  Appeals,  the  Building  Commissioner  and  the 
Acton  Business  and  Professional  Association  and  appear 
to  have  resolved  most  of  the  problems  that  enforcement 
of  the  old  Sign  By  law  was  creating.  A  new  zoning  map 
and  flood  plain  map  overlaid  on  a  parcels  map  base  were 
also  incorporated  into  the  new  Zoning  By-law. 

The  Planning  Board  is  currently  studying  the  provisions 
of  the  Zoning  By-law  applicable  to  the  flood  plain  with  the 
intent  of  proposing  revised  flood  plain  requirements  to  the 
1978  Annual  Town  Meeting.  Because  of  the  many 
watercourses  in  the  Town,  protection  of  the  flood  plain  is 
a  critical  element  in  guiding  future  development.  In  the 
past,  there  have  been  problems  associated  with  defining 
the  extent  of  the  flood  plain.  Furthermore,  the  Zoning  By- 
law provides  little  guidance  regarding  the  potential  impact 
of  construction,  excavation,  filling  or  grading  in  the  flood 
plain  to  assist  the  Board  of  Appeals  in  acting  on  requests 
for  Special  Permits  to  undertake  such  activity.  The 
revised  flood  plain  provisions  will  include  a  new  flood 
plain  definition  based  on  historic  data  as  well  as  new  sur- 
vey data  obtained  in  connection  with  the  recently  com- 
pleted Federal  Flood  Insurance  Program.  Further  guidan- 
ce will  also  be  provided  to  assist  the  Board  of  Appeals  in 
determining  the  extent  to  which  encroachment  on  the 
flood  plain  should  be  allowed  under  Special  Permit. 
Subdivision  Control 

During  the  past  year  the  Planning  Board  took  action  on 
preliminary  plans  for  four  proposed  subdivisions  and  on 
definitive  plans  for  five. 


Preliminary  subdivision  plans  for  Briarbrook  South  (95 
lots)  and  Colonial  Acres  II  (16  lots)  were  disapproved. 
Preliminary  subdivision  plans  for  Parkers'  Crossing  (47 
lots)  was  approved.  A  revised  preliminary  plan  for  Briar- 
brook  South  showing  83  lots  was  approved. 

Definitive  subdivision  plans  for  Center  Park  (2  lots), 
Ridgewood  Estates  (32  lots)  and  Colonial  Acres  II  (16 
lots)  were  approved.  The  purpose  of  the  Center  Park  sub- 
division was  to  facilitate  the  purchase  of  a  14  acre  lot  by 
the  Conservation  Commission  in  connection  with  its  plan 
to  make  a  conservation  area  in  Acton  Center.  A  definitive 
subdivision  plan  for  Cedar  Meadow  Estates  (27  lots)  was 
disapproved.  The  applicant  appealed  the  Planning 
Board's  decision  to  the  Superior  Court  and  the  case  is 
currently  in  litigation. 

The  Planning  Board  also  acted  on  47  requests  for 
modification  of  lots  for  which  Planning  Board  approval 
was  thought  not  to  be  required,  in  accordance  with  Sec- 
tion81-P  of  the  Subdivision  Control  Act. 

The  Planning  Board  Rules  and  Regulations  which 
prescribe  the  procedures  to  be  followed  in  subdivision  ap- 
proval and  the  design  standards  to  be  met  in  subdivision 
construction  are  modified  periodically  to  correct  deficien- 
cies identified  during  the  ongoing  process  of  subdivision 
approval.  Several  amendments  were  incorporated  in  the 
Rules  and  Regulations  following  the  prescribed  public 
hearing  held  on  February  14,  1977,  including  the 
provision  that  streets  may  not  be  built  within  the  100  year 
flood  plain.  Additional  changes  will  be  proposed  at  a 
hearing  scheduled  for  early  1978. 
Advice  and  Comments 

The  Planning  Board  routinely  provides  comments  to 
the  Board  of  Selectmen  in  connection  with  its  role  as 
Special  Permit  Granting  Authority  under  the  site  plan  and 
sign  sections  of  the  Zoning  Bylaw  and  to  the  Board  of 
Appeals  in  connection  with  requests  for  variances  and 
special  permits.  During  1977  the  Planning  Board  provided 
comments  to  the  Board  of  Selectmen  on  21  requests  for 
special  permits  and  to  the  Board  of  Appeals  on  28 
requests  for  variances  or  special  permits. 

Among  the  more  significant  requests  for  Special  Permit 
was  the  Housing  Authority  petition  for  a  Comprehensive 
Permit  to  allow  construction  of  an  elderly  housing  project 
on  Windsor  Avenue.  The  petitioner  requests  variances 
from  the  density  and  parking  requirements  of  the  Zoning 
By-law  and  a  Special  Permit  to  enable  construction  of 
multi-family  housing  in  a  residentially  zoned  area.  After  a 
thorough  review  the  Planning  Board  encouraged  the 
Board  of  Appeals  to  approve  the  Comprehensive  Permit 
as  requested. 

In  addition  to  these  routine  activities  the  Planning 
Board  reviewed  and  commented  extensively  to  the  Board 
of  Selectmen  on  the  Metropolitan  Area  Planning  Council's 
Preliminary  Water  Quality  Report  on  the  SuAsCo  River 
Basin.  This  study,  which  was  conducted  with  Federal 
funding  under  Section  208  of  the  Clean  Water  Act  of 
1972,  reached  preliminary  conclusions  concerning  the 
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desirability  of  constructing  sewers  and  wastewater  treat 
ment  facilities  in  Acton  which  did  not  appear  to  be  sup 
ported  by  the  evidence  presented;  nor  did  the  report  in 
dicate  how  the  results  of  local  studies  would  be  incor 
porated  in  the  overall  plan.  The  Town  of  Acton  is  curren 
tly  engaged  in  its  own  study  of  wastewater  management 
alternatives  with  Federal  funding  under  Section  201  of  the 
Clean  Water  Act  and  the  results  of  this  local  effort  should 
be  incorporated  into  any  overall  area  plan.  The  Board  of 
Selectmen,  as  the  focal  point  for  the  various  Town  Boards 
whose  jurisdictions  involve  this  issue,  forwarded  the 
Planning  Board's  detailed  comments  to  the  Metropolitan 
Area  Planning  Council. 
Plans  and  Procedures 

The  major  planning  effort  undertaken  by  the  Planning 
Board  during  1977  was  a  study  of  North  Acton.  This  sec- 
tion of  the  Town  contains  a  large  amount  of  undeveloped 
land,  a  significant  portion  of  which  is  zoned  for  industrial 
use.  The  area  included  two  major  thoroughfares  (Routes 
2 A  and  27)  along  which  strip  development  has  already 
caused  traffic  problems.  It  contains  such  amenities  as  the 
Town  Forest  and  Nagog  Brook  and  appears  to  be  one  of 
the  Town's  most  important  aquifer  recharge  zones.  The 
Planning  Board's  study  will  proceed  in  several  phases. 
The  collection  of  physical  data  on  the  area  has  been  ac- 
complished over  the  last  several  years  with  the  help  of  the 
Greentown  Project,  the  Soil  Conservation  Service,  and 
the  Planning  Board's  consultant,  Curran  Associates.  The 
second  phase  of  the  study  is  to  assess  the  attitudes  and 
desires  of  the  public,  both  residents  of  North  Acton  and 
Acton  at  large,  with  respect  to  the  future  of  North  Acton. 
This  phase  of  the  study  was  initiated  with  a  well-attended 
"neighborhood  night"  meeting  called  by  the  Planning 
Board  to  solicit  citizen  opinions.  This  phase  will  continue 
with  additional  meetings  and  a  questionnaire  in  order  to 
help  the  Planning  Board  formulate  a  set  of  objectives  for 
the  future  development  of  North  Acton.  Phase  three  will 
be  to  determine  what,  if  any,  action  can  and  should  be 
taken  by  the  town  to  change  the  status  quo  in  North  Ac- 
ton. Perhaps  the  area  should  be  rezoned  to  encourage  a 
different  pattern  of  development.  Perhaps  it  should  be  left 
as  is,  to  follow  its  own  natural  course.  In  any  event,  there 
exists  in  North  Acton  the  opportunity  to  influence  to 
varying  degrees  how  the  area  develops.  During  the  next 
year  the  Planning  Board  hopes  to  complete  its  North  Ac 
ton  study. 

Throughout  the  year  the  Planning  Board  has  worked  with 
the  U.S.  Department  of  Housing  and  Urban  Development 
and  its  contractor  in  establishing  a  HUD  Flood  Insurance 
Program  in  the  Town.  Basic  to  this  program  was  the 
delineation  of  the  100  and  500  year  flood  elevations  and 
the  floodways  for  all  watercourses  in  the  Town.  This 
delineation  was  accomplished  through  the  use  of  existing 
flood  plain  data  supplemented  by  extensive  field  surveys. 
After  a  series  of  public  hearings  at  which  public  comment 
on  the  flood  elevations  was  solicited,  the  final  HUD  flood 
plain  definitions  have  been  determined  and  will  be 
published  shortly  in  the  Federal  Register.  The  Town  will 


then  have  six  months  in  which  to  adopt  these  delineations 
for  the  HUD  Flood  Insurance  Program.  It  is  the  intent  of 
the  Planning  Board  to  propose  a  revised  definition  of  the 
flood  plain  using  this  new  data  as  a  change  to  the  Zoning 
By-law  at  the  1978  Annual  Town  Meeting. 

Ongoing  planning  efforts  continued  throughout  the 
year.  Several  errors  in  the  data  base  of  parcels 
information  were  identified  by  a  review  of  the  initial 
printout  and  action  initiated  to  have  them  corrected.  By 
early  1978  the  data  base  should  be  complete  and 
accurate  and  available  for  use  as  a  planning  tool. 
Although  incomplete,  the  data  base  has  been  used  by  the 
Planning  Board's  consultant,  Curran  Associates,  in  the 
preparation  of  a  preliminary  report  analyzing  housing 
patterns  in  the  Town.  The  final  report  will  be  issued 
following  the  completion  of  the  data  base  and  the 
resolution  of  comments  on  the  preliminary  study. 

From  time  to  time  the  Planning  Board  receives  offers  of 
outside  volunteer  help  in  various  special  projects.  This 
year  a  group  of  students  from  the  Harvard  Graduate 
School  of  Design  undertook  a  study  of  Kelley's  Comer  in 
partial  fulfillment  of  their  degree  requirements.  The  study 
was  jointly  sponsored  by  the  Planning  Board  and  the 
Acton  Business  and  Professional  Association  and 
resulted  in  a  series  of  well  thought  out  recommendations 
concerning  the  potential  future  direction  of  development 
of  Kelley's  Comer. 
Organization 

The  Planning  Board  consists  of  five  members 
appointed  by  the  Board  of  Selectmen,  and  supported  by 
Planning  Administrator  Rick  Sherman  and  Secretary 
Margaret  Douglas.  Over  the  course  of  the  last  two  years 
the  Planning  Board  has  carried  out  its  decision  to  become 
less  dependent  on  outside  consultive  help  and,  instead,  to 
have  the  Board's  staff  take  on  more  responsibility.  With 
the  tools,  resources  and  personnel  now  available  to  the 
Planning  Board  this  has  worked  out  very  satisfactorily 
and  the  Planning  Board  finds  it  is  well  equipped  to  deal 
with  the  planning  activities  in  the  Town. 

During  1977  Joyce  Foley  and  Allen  Blankinship 
resigned  from  the  Board.  They  were  replaced  by  new 
members  Neal  Grolnic  and  Lane  Kirkpatrick.  William 
Becklean  was  elected  Chairman  for  the  1977-1978  year, 
replacing  Joyce  Foley.  Lea  Pendleton  was  elected  Vice 
Chairman,  replacing  Mr.  Becklean. 

The  Planning  board  meets  almost  every  Monday 
evening,  8:00  P.M.,  at  the  Department  of  Public  Works 
Facility,  Forest  Road.  Exceptions  to  the  schedule  are 
posted  well  in  advance  at  the  Town  Clerk's  office.  All 
meetings  are  open  to  the  public.  Those  who  would  like 
time  on  the  agenda  are  requested  to  call  the  secretary  in 
advance  at  263-4448. 

William  R.  Becklean 
Chairman 
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ZONING  BY-LAW 

TOWN  OF  ACTON,  MASS. 


SECTION  I 

Preamble 

SECTION  II 

Dpfinitions 

SECTION  III 

Districts 

SECTION  IV 

(  Jsp  Rpoiilations 

SECTION  V 

Non-Conforming  uses.  Lots, 

Stnjrturps  and  Parkina 

otL- 1 1UIN  VI 

Dimensional  and  Development 

Regulations 

SECTION  VII 

Off-Strppt  Parkina  and  I  oadino 

Requirements  

SECTION  VIII 

Site  Plans  

SECTION  IX 

Special  Permits  

SECTION  X 

Variances  

SECTION  XI 

Signs   

SECTION  XII 

Administration  

SECTION  XIII 

General  Provisions  

I.  PREAMBLE 

This  by-law  is  enacted  for  the  purpose  of  promoting  the 
health,  safety,  convenience  and  welfare  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  Town.  It  is  intended  to  lessen 
congestion  in  the  streets  and  improve  traffic  conditions;  to 
secure  safety  from  fire,  flood  and  other  dangers;  to 
conserve  health  by  providing  adequate  light  and  air  and  by 
prohibiting  obnoxious  and  dangerous  uses;  to  ensure 
adequate  provision  and  protection  for  water  supplies  and 
for  the  disposal  of  sewage  and  other  waste  material;  to 
encourage  housing  for  persons  of  all  income  levels;  to 
conserve  the  value  of  land  and  buildings,  including  the 
conservation  of  natural  resources;  to  prevent  blight  and 
pollution  of  the  environment;  to  avoid  undue 
concentrations  of  population;  to  encourage  the  most 
appropriate  use  of  lands  throughout  the  town  and  to 
prevent  development  of  land  for  unsuitable  uses;  to 
preserve  the  character  of  the  town  and  increase  its 
amenities;  and  to  regulate  and  restrict  billboards,  signs 
and  other  advertising  devices  within  the  town. 

II.  DEFINITIONS 

When  used  in  this  by-law,  the  following  words  shall 
have  the  meanings  set  forth  in  this  section,  unless 
contrary  intention  clearly  appears. 

A.      Accessory  Use  or  Structure:      A  use 

or  structure  that  is  incidental  and  subordinate 
to  the  principal  use  of  a  lot  or  structure. 


B.  Access 
Width:  The 

diameter  of  the 
largest  circle 
whose  center 
can  be  located 
located  along  a 
continuous  line 
from  the  lot 
frontage  to  the 
principal 
structure  on 
the  lot  without 
the  crcumference 
intersecting 
side  lot  lines. 

C.  Agriculture:  The  use  of  land  and  the 
structures  thereon  for  the  principal  purpose  of 
the  commercial  production  of  crops,  fruit,  dairy 
products,  cattle,  horses,  sheep,  goats,  poultry, 
eegs,  maple  syrup  products  or  honey,  or  any 
combination  thereof;  but  not  including 
piggeries  or  the  raising  of  animals  for  fur. 

D.  Building:  A  permanent  structure  having 
walls  and  a  roof  and  capable  of  being  used  to 
shelter   persons,    animals,    materials  or 
equipment. 

E.  Driveway:  A  vehicular  access  to  and  from  a 
public  way. 

F.  Dwelling,  Single  Family:  A  detached 
building  designed  as  the  residence  of  one 
family. 

G.  Dwelling,  Single  Family:  A  single 
building  containing  2  or  more  dwelling  units 
regardless  of  the  form  of  ownership  of  the 
dwelling  units. 

H.  Dwelling  Unit:  A  portion  of  a  building 
designed  as  the  residence  of  one  family. 

I.  Family:  A  person  or  number  of  persons 
occupying  a  dwelling  unit  and  living  as  a  single 
housekeeping  unit,  provided  that  a  group  of  six 
or  more  persons  shall  not  be  deemed  a  family 
unless  at  least  half  of  them  are  related  by 
blood,  marriage  and/or  adoption,  including 
wards  of  the  State. 

J.  Floriculture:  The  use  of  land  and  the 
structures  thereon  for  the  principal  purpose  of 
the  commercial  production  of  flowering  plants. 

K.  Frontage:  The  distance  measured  along  a 
continuous  front  lot  line.  If  a  lot  has  frontage 
on  more  than  one  street,  the  frontage  on  one 
street  only  may  be  used  to  satisfy  the  frontage 
requirement.  On  a  comer  lot  frontage  shall  be 
measured  either  to  the  point  of  intersection  of 
the  extension  of  the  side  lines  of  the  street 
or  to  the  middle  of  the  curve  connecting  the 
side  lines  at  the  option  of  the  owner. 
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L.  Grade:  The  average  elevation  of  the  ground 
adjacent  to  the  exterior  walls  of  the  building 
or  structure,  provided  the  ground  elevation  is 
not  artificially  raised  beyond  the  elevation 
consistent  with  the  reasonable  development  of 
the  site. 

M.  Gross  Floor  Area:  The  total  floor  area 
designated  for  occupancy  and  use,  including 
basement  and  other  storage  areas,  provided 
however  that  stairways,  elevator  wells,  rest- 
rooms  and  lounge  areas,  common  hallways 
and  building  service  areas  shall  not  be 
included  in  the  computation  of  such  floor  area. 

N.  Height-of  Building  or  Structure: 
The  vertical  distance  from  the  grade  to  the  top 
of  the  highest  roof  beams  of  a  flat  roof,  or  to 
the  mean  level  of  the  highest  gable  or  slope 
of  a  hip  roof,  or  to  the  highest  point  of  any 
other  structure. 

O.  Historical  Use:  The  public  use  of  land  or 
structures  by  a  duly  chartered  organization 
or  a  subdivision  of  the  State  for  the  principal 
purpose  of  preservation  and/or  restoration. 

P.  Horticulture:  The  use  of  land  and  the 
structures  thereon  for  the  principal  purpose  of 
the  commercial  production  of  plants,  especially 
ornamentals. 

Q.  Loading  Bay:  An  area  of  not  less  than  12 
feet  in  width  and  50  feet  in  length,  exclusive 
of  traffic  lanes  and  maneuvering  space,  located 
at  the  sides  or  rear  of  a  building,  with  direct 
access  to  the  building  to  be  served. 

R.  Lot:  A  parcel  of  land  with  boundaries  defined 
by  recorded  deed  or  plan.  The  boundaries 
of  any  lot  shall  be  determined  by  the  most 
recently  recorded  deed  or  plan. 

S.  Lot  Line,  Front:  The  line  separating  a  lot 
from  the  side  line  of  a  street. 

T.  Lot  Line,  Rear:  Any  lot  line  which  is 
not  a  side  lot  line  or  a  front  lot  line. 

U.  Lot  Line,  Side:  Any  lot  line  which 
intersects  a  front  lot  line. 

V.  Mobile  Home:  A  van  designed  to  be  drawn 
by  a  truck  or  automobile  and  used  as  a  house 
or  office  when  parked. 

W.  Municipal:  Pertaining  to  the  Town  of 
Acton  and  the  Water  Supply  District  of  Acton. 

X.  Non-conforming:  A  use,  structure  or  lot 
which  does  not  conform  with  the  applicable 
provisions  of  this  by  law,  but  which  complied 
with  the  applicable  provisions  of  the  Acton 
Protective  Zoning  By-Law,  if  any,  in  effect 
when  the  use  was  commenced,  or  when  the 
permit  for  the  structure  was  issued,  or  if  no 
permit  was  issued,  when  the  structure  was 
erected,  or  the  boundaries  of  the  lot  were 
defined  by  recorded  deed  or  plan. 


Y.  Occupancy  Permit:  A  permit  required  by 
the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts  Building 
Code. 

Z.  Parking  Space:  An  area  not  less  than  9 
feet  by  20  feet  which  is  available  for  parking 
a  single  motor  vehicle. 

AA.  Recreational  Vehicle:  A  vehicular 
portable  structure  built  on  a  chassis  and 
designed  to  be  used  for  travel,  recreational 
or  vacation  use. 

BB.  Setback:  The  shortest  distance  between  a 
given  lot  line  and  any  structure  situated  upon 
that  lot,  excluding  the  projection  from  such 
structure  of  cornices  or  eaves  not  exceeding 
24  inches  in  width  or  of  steps  or  sills. 

CC.  Setback  Area:  The  area  within  the 
perimeter  of  a  lot  between  the  lot  lines  and 
the  lines  of  required  setback  within  such  lot. 

DD.  Special  Permit:  Shall  mean  authorization 
by  a  special  permit  granting  authority  for  a 
specific  use  in  a  specified  district  as  described 
in  section  IX  of  this  by-law. 

EE.  Street:  A  street  or  way  used  or  available 
for  use  for  vehicular  traffic  and  meeting  one 
of  the  following  definitions: 

1.  A  public  way  duly  laid  out  by  the  Town 
of  Acton,  Middlesex  County,  of  the 
Commonwealth     of  Massachusetts; 

2.  A  way  shown  on  a  plan  theretofore 
approved  and  endorsed  in  accordance  with 
the  Subdivision  Control  Law;  or 

3.  A  way  in  existence  on  March  9,  1953, 
having,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Planning 
Board,  sufficient  width,  suitable  grades  and 
adequate  construction  to  provide  for  the 
needs  of  vehicular  traffic  in  relation  to 
the  proposed  use  of  the  land  abutting 
thereon  or  served  thereby. 

A  public  or  private  way  shall  not  be  deemed  to 
be  a  street  as  to  any  lot  of  land  that  does 
not  have  rights  or  access  to  and  passage  over 
said  way. 

FF.  Structure:  A  combination  of  materials 
assembled  by  man  and  located  at  a  fixed 
location.  Structures  include  buildings,  towers, 
masts,  sheds,  roofed  storage  areas, 
mechanical  equipment,  swimming  pools,  signs 
and  fences;  but  exclude  driveways,  walkways, 
and  other  paved  areas. 

GG.  Variance:  Shall  mean  an  authorization  by 
the  Board  of  Appeals  to  an  applicant  for 
a  deviation  from  the  terms  of  this  by-law 
as  described  in  section  X  of  this  by-law. 

III.  Districts 

A.      Type  of  Districts: 

For  the  purpose  of  this  by-law,  the  town  of 
Acton  is  divided  into  the  following  districts: 
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1.  Residential  Districts: 

a.  Residence  1  (mainimum  40,000  sq.  ft. 
lots)  R-l 

b.  Residence  2  (minimum  20,000  sq.  ft. 
lots)  R-2 

c.  Residence  3  (minimum  80,000  sq.  ft. 
lots)  R-3 

2.  Business  Districts: 

a.  General  Business  B 

b.  Village  Center  Business  VCB 

3.  Industrial  Districts: 

a.  General  Industrial  1-1 

b.  Light  Industrial  1-2 

4.  Agriculture-Recreation 

Conservation  District:  ARC 

5.  Flood  Plain  District:  FP 

B.  Location  of  Districts: 

The  boundaries  of  all  districts  except  flood 
plain  district  are  shown  on  the  map  entitled  "Zoning 
Map  of  the  Town  of  Acton,  Map  No.  1"  as  revised 
and  filed  in  the  office  of  the  Town  Clerk,  which 
map  with  the  notations  thereon,  is  hereby  made  a 
part  of  this  by-law. 

The  general  location  of  the  flood  plain  district 
is  shown  on  a  map  entitled  "Zoning  Map  of  the  Town 
of  Acton,  Map  No.  2"  as  revised  and  filed  in 
the  office  of  the  Town  Clerk,  which  with  the 
notations  thereon,  is  hereby  made  a  part  of  this  by-law. 
The  exact  boundaries  of  the  flood  plain  district  are 
to  be  determined  using  the  elevations  listed  in  Flood 
Plain  Table  L 

Land  in  the  flood  plain  district  is  subject 
to  the  provisions  of  section  IV  H,  in  addition  to 
the  provisions  of  this  by-law  for  the  use  district 
in  which  it  is  located. 

C.  District  Boundaries: 

1.  When  a  district  is  bounded  by  a  street, 
railroad  track  or  brook  the  boundary  of  the 
district  shall  be  construed  to  be  the  center 
line  of  the  street,  the  railroad  track  or 
the  brook. 

2.  When  a  district  boundary  line  divides  a  lot 
in  single  ownership  on  the  effective  date  of 
this  by-law  or  any  amendment  thereof 
which  changes  a  district  boundary,  the 
requirements  of  this  by-law  applicable  to 
the  less  restricted  portion  of  the  lot  shall 
be  deemed  to  extend  not  more  than  30  feet 
into  the  more  restricted  portion,  provided 
the  lot  has  frontage  on  a  street  in  the  less 
restricted  district;  and  further  provided  that 
such  extension  shall  continue  only  so  long 
as  the  portion  of  the  lot  into  which  the 
less  restricted  uses  are  extended  remains 
part  of  said  lot.  For  the  purpose  of  this  rule 
any  district  in  the  following  list  is  less 
restricted  than  districts  preceeding  it  in  the 
list:   All  R  districts,  ARC,  VCB,  B,  12, 


1-1.  This  rule  does  not  apply  to  flood 
plain  district  boundaries. 

IV.  USE  REGULATIONS 

A.      Regulations  Applicable  to  All 
Districts 

1 .  No  land  or  structure  shall  be  used  for  any 
purpose  unless  such  use  is  expressly 
authorized  by  this  by-law. 

2.  No  land  or  structure  shall  be  used  in  any 
manner  so  as  to  create  dangerous, 
injurious,  noxious  or  otherwise  objection 
able  conditions,  including  electric,  fire, 
explosive,  radioactive  or  other  hazards; 
excessive  noise  or  vibrations;  smoke,  dust, 
odor  or  other  form  of  air  pollution;  glare 
or  excessive  light;  or  liquid  or  solid  refuse 
or  waste. 

3.  Any  municipal,  education,  religious,  histori 
cal  or  conservation  use  is  permitted  in  any 
district,  provided  that  such  a  use  shall 
comply  with  all  applicable  requirements 
contained  in  sections  V,  VI  and  VII  of 
of  this  by-law. 

4.  No  mobile  home,  whether  affixed  to  the 
land  or  not,  shall  be  used  or  located  on 
any  lot  unless  a  special  permit  therefor 
has  been  granted  by  the  Board  of 
Selectmen  for  one  of  the  following  purposes: 

a.  as  a  temporary  dwelling  in  a  residential 
district; 

b.  as  an  office,  in  any  district,  during 
construction  of  a  building  or  develop 
ment  of  a  subdivision; 

c.  for  any  other  temporary  use  in  any 
district,  where  construction  of  a 
pernament  building  would  create  an 
undue  hardship. 

No  such  special  permit  shall  be  granted 
unless  the  Board  of  Selectmen  finds  that 
the  proposed  use  will  not  be  offensive, 
injurious  or  a  nuisance  to  the  neighborhood. 
No  such  special  permit  or  successive 
permits  shall  be  granted  for  a  period  of 
more  than  eighteen  months,  except  in  the 
case  of  a  construction  project  office  where 
the  Board  of  Selectmen  finds  a  longer 
period  to  be  necessary  and  grants 
successive  permits. 

No  special  permit  shall  be  issued  hereunder 
until  the  applicant  obtains  all  necessary 
permits  and  approvals  from  the  Board  of 
Health  for  the  proposed  use. 

5.  No  recreational  vehicle  parked  on  any  lot 
shall  be  occupied  for  a  period  of  more  than 
10  days  during  any  calendar  year,  but  any 
such  recreational  vehicle  may  be  parked 
on  any  lot  in  compliance  with  the  parking 
requirements  of  this  by-law. 
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Residential  Districts  -  (Rl,  R2,  R3) 

1.  The  following  uses  are  permitted  in  a 
residential  district: 

a.  a  single  family  dwelling  including 
for  not  more  than  4  private  motor 
vehicles; 

b.  agricultural  use,  including  sale  of  farm 
products,  the  major  portion  of  which  is 
grown  on  the  premises; 

c.  housing  for  farm  equipment; 

d.  accessory  uses  of  a  single  family 
dwelling  by  a  resident  thereof  including, 
but  not  limited  to: 

(1)  toolsheds,  greenhouses,  gardens, 
tennis  courts  and  swimming  pools; 

(2)  a  workshop  or  studio  for  a  handi- 
craft worker  or  artist;  or  an  office, 
studio  or  other  facility  for  the 
provision  of  personal  services  such 
as  those  of  a  physician,  dentist, 
lawyer,  hairdresser,  real  estate 
broker  or  teacher,  provided,  however, 
that  no  persons  other  than  the 
residents  are  employed  on  the 
premises  in  connection  with  these 
uses. 

e.  rental  of  rooms  in  a  single  family 
dwelling,  without  cooking  facilities,  to 
not  more  than  4  persons. 

2.  The  following  and  similar  uses  may  be 
permitted  by  a  special  permit  from  the 
Board  of  Appeals  if  adjudged  non- 
detrimental  to  the  neighborhood: 

a.  kennel; 

b.  nursing  or  convalescent  home; 

c.  undertaking  establishment; 

d.  guest  or  lodging  house  for  more  than 
four  persons; 

e.  multiple  dwelling  units,  not  exceeding  4, 
in  a  residential  house  in  existence  on 
April  1,  1971; 

f.  outdoor  recreational  facilities,  not  other- 
wise permitted,  for  swimming,  tennis,  ice 
skating,  baseball,  football,  and  play- 
grounds. The  Board  of  Appeals,  before 
issuing  any  permit  hereunder,  shall 
determine  that  the  facility  will  in  no  way 
be  used  for  business  or  profit  and  that  its 
construction  and  use  will  not  substan- 
tially detract  from  the  residential  value 
and  appearance  of  the  neighborhood. 

g.  multiple  dwelling  units  for  the  elderly 
operated  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
Acton  Housing  Authority. 

h.  In  a  single  family  dwelling  an  accessory 
apartment  for  use  by  members  of  the 
family,  with  not  more  than  600  square 
feet  of  gross  floor  area,  which  may 


include  separate  kitchen  and  bath 
facilities. 

i.  A  9  hole  golf  course  of  at  least  2,250 
yards  in  length  or  18  hole  golf  course  at 
least  4,500  yards  in  length,  whether 
operated  for  profit  or  not,  including 
clubhouse  and  restaurant  facilities,  and 
other  accessory  buildings  and  parking 
areas  incidental  thereto.  The  Board  of 
Appeals,  before  granting  any  such 
permit,  shall  determine  that  the  facility  is 
a  9  or  18  hole  golf  course  of  the 
required  yardage,  that  artificial  lighting 
will  be  provided  only  in  parking  areas 
and  for  security  and  safety  immediately 
external  to  buildings,  and  that  the  con- 
struction and  use  of  such  a  facility  will 
not  substantially  detract  from  the  value 
and  appearance  of  the  neighborhood.  In 
granting  a  permit,  the  Board  of  Appeals 
shall  impose  limitations  as  to  the  time  of 
operation;  may  permit  other  recreational 
uses  such  as  swimming  and  tennis,  (but 
shall  not  permit  the  recreational  uses 
such  as  swimming  and  tennis),  but  shall 
not  permit  the  recreational  use  on  a  golf 
course  of  motorized  vehicles  powered  by 
internal  combustion  engines;  shall 
establish  reasonable  building  setbacks 
consistent  with  the  type  of  use,  but  in  no 
case  less  than  50  feet,  notwithstanding 
any  other  provisions  of  the  zoning 
by-law;  shall  impose  any  other  reasonable 
conditions,  limitations  and  safeguards  as 
the  Board  of  Appeals  deems  to  be  in  the 
best  interest  of  the  abutting  landowners, 
neighborhood  and  Town;  and  shall 
condition  the  continuance  of  the  permit 
upon  compliance  with  all  such  conditions, 
limitations  and  safeguards.  In  its 
discretion  the  Board  of  Appeals  may 
require  surety  bond,  cash,  or  other 
adequate  security  to  insure  compliance 
with  such  conditions,  limitations  and 
safeguards. 

j.  use  of  a  portion  of  a  single  family  dwelling 
by  residents  thereof  for  a  workshop  or 
studio  for  a  handicraft  worker  or  artist; 
or  an  office,  studio,  or  other  facility  for 
the  provision  of  personal  services  such 
as  those  of  a  physician,  dentist, 
employing  no  more  than  2  persons  on 
the  premises  in  addition  to  the  residents. 
C.      General  Business  District  (B) 

1.  The  following  uses  are  permitted  in  a 

general  business  district: 

a.  All  uses  permitted  in  IV  B.l. 

b.  retail    business    or    service;  utility; 
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manufacturing  on  the  premises  of 
products,  the  major  portion  of  which  is 
to  be  sold  on  the  premises  to  the 
ultimate        consumer  thereof; 

c.  bank,  office,  or  professional  building; 

d.  hotel  or  motel; 

e.  place  of  amusement  or  assembly  for  not 
more  than  500  persons; 

f.  restaurant  where  food  and  beverages  are 
consumed  indoors  or,  if  consumed 
outdoors,  are  consumed  on  a  patio 
closed  on  all  sides  with  entrance  to  the 
patio  normally  available  from  the 
building; 

g.  hospitals,  nursing  homes  and  convale- 
scent homes. 

2.  The  following  and  similar  uses  may  be 
permitted  by  a  special  permit  from  the 
Board  of  Appeals  if  adjudged  non- 
detrimental  to  the  neighborhood: 

a.  kennel; 

b.  wholesale  business  not  involving 
manufacture; 

c.  warehouse; 

d.  stone  quarry; 

e.  undertaking  establishment; 

f.  sand  or  gravel  pit; 

g.  place  of  amusement  or  assembly  for 
more  than  500  persons.  The  Board  of 
Appeals,  before  granting  any  such 
special  permit,  shall  determine  that  the 
construction  and  use  of  such  a  facility 
will  not  substantially  detract  from  the 
value  and  appearance  of  the  neighbor- 
hood, that  the  immediate  roadways  have 
sufficient  capacity  to  handle  expected 
traffic  volume,  and  that  adequate 
protection  is  provided  for  the  safety  and 
welfare  of  the  patrons.  In  granting  a 
permit,  the  Board  of  Appeals  shall 
impose  limitations  as  to  the  time  of 
operation;  shall  impose  such  other 
conditions,  limitations,  and  safeguards 
as  the  Board  deems  necessary  for  the 
convenience  and  welfare  of  the  public; 
and  shall  condition  the  continuance  of 
the  permit  upon  compliance  with  such 
other  conditions,  limitations  and  safe- 
guards as  the  Board  deems  appropriate. 
In  its  discretion  the  Board  may  require 
a  surety  bond,  cash,  or  other  adequate 
security  to  insure  compliance  with  such 
conditions,  limitations  and  safeguards. 

Village  Center  Business  District 
(VCB) 

1 .  The  following  uses  are  permitted  in  a  village 
center  business  district: 


a.  retail  store  with  a  maximum  gross  floor 
area  of  5,000  square  feet  per  floor; 

b.  service  shop,  such  as  barber  shop, 
beauty  shop,  dry  cleaning  pick-up  shop, 
with  a  maximum  gross  floor  area  of 
2,500  square  feet; 

c.  repair  shop,  such  as  shoe  repair, 
appliance  or  electronic  repair,  jewelry 
repair,  with  a  maximum  gross  floor  area 
of  3,000  square  feet; 

d.  shop,  or  crafts  shop,  for  the  manu 
facture  on  the  premises  of  products  to 
be  sold  on  the  premises  to  the  consumer, 
such  as  leather  goods,  clothing,  food, 
jewelry,  with  a  maximum  gross  floor 
area  of  2,000  square  feet; 

e.  bank,  financial,  business  or  professional 
office; 

f .  restaurant  where  food  and  beverages  are 
served  and  consumed  by  patrons  seated 
at  a  table  or  counter;  with  a  maximum 
gross  floor  area  of  5,000  square  feet; 

g.  combinations  of  a,  b,  c,  d,  e  and  f  above 
in  any  one  building; 

h.  single  family  or  multi  family  dwellings 
(either  in  a  separate  building  or  in  a 
building  or  in  a  building  used  for 
other  purposes)  existing  as  of  April 
1,1973. 

2.  The  following  and  similar  uses  may  be 
a  special  permit  from  the  Board  of 
Appeals  if  adjudged  non-detrimental  to  the 
neighborhood: 

a.  Combined  business-residential  use  in 
one  building,  provided  that  the  residential 
use  shall  be  permitted  only  above 
the  ground  floor  and  further  provided 
that  no  more  than  4  dwelling  units 
shall  be  allowd  in  a  building; 

b.  undertaking  establishment; 

c.  private  lodge  or  club; 

d.  conversion  or  residence  existing  on 
April  1,  1973,  to  combined  business 
and  residence  use  or  to  multiple  dwelling 
units,  provided  that  in  either  case  no 
more  than  4  dwelling  units  shall  be 
allowed  in  a  building. 

E.      General  Industrial  District  (1-1 ) 

1.  The  following  uses  are  permitted  in  a 
general  industrial  district  (IT): 

a.  Manufacturing; 

b.  warehousing; 

c.  wholesaling; 

d.  all  uses  as  permitted  in  section  IV 
C.l.b,c,e  and  f. 

2.  The  following  and  similar  uses  may  be 
permitted  by  a  special  permit  from  the 
Board    of    Appeals    if   adjudged  non 
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detrimental  to  the  neighborhood: 

a.  Kennel; 

b.  stone  quarry; 

c.  truck  terminal; 

d.  undertaking  establishment; 

e.  sand  or  gravel  pit; 

f.  place  of  amusement  or  assembly  for 
more  than  500  persons  subject  to  the 
standards  and  provisions  set  forth  in 
section  IV.C.2.g. 

F.  Light  Industrial  District  (1-2) 

1.  The  following  uses  are  permitted  in  a  light 
industrial  district  (1-2): 

a.  Scientific  or  research  laboratory; 

b.  office  for  executive  or  administrative 
purposes; 

c.  public  utility  or  community  use; 

d.  manufacturing,  warehousing  or  proces- 
sing operations,  provided  that  the 
following  manufacturing,  warehousing 
and  processing  operations  shall  not  be 
permitted:  ordinance  and  accessories, 
meat  packing,  textile  dying  and  finishing, 
wool  scouring,  sawmill,  quarry,  paper  or 
pulp  mill,  fertilizer  plant,  .petroleum 
refining,  paving,  processing  of  reclaimed 
rubber,  tannery,  ready  mix  concrete, 
refractory  concrete  block  and  brick, 
primary  smelting  and  refining,  place  of 
amusement  or  assembly,  and  metal 
fabrication  requiring  use  of  drop  hammers. 

2.  No  storage  of  goods  or  materials  shall  be 
permitted  on  the  lot  except  in  a  fully 
enclosed  building. 

G.  Agriculture-Recreation 

Conservation  District  (ARC) 
This  district  is  intended  to  protect  the  public 
health  and  safety,  to  protect  persons  and 
property  against  the  hazards  of  flood  water 
inundation  and  development  of  unsuitable 
soils,  swamp  land,  marsh  land  and  water 
courses;  to  conserve  and  increase  the 
amenities  of  the  Town,  its  natural  conditions 
and  open  spaces,  for  recreation,  agriculture, 
and  the  general  welfare. 

1.  The  following  uses  are  permitted  in  an 
agriculture-recreation-conservation  district: 

a.  Conservation  areas  for  water,  water 
supply,  plants,  and  wildlife,  and  dams 
necessary  for  achieving  this  purpose; 

b.  agriculture,  floriculture,  horticulture, 
forests,  and  tree  farms,  provided  that 
any  equipment  necessary  for  these  uses 
is  normally  stored  in  an  enclosure, 
and  is  not  visible  from  district  or 
or  property  boundaries; 

c.  accessory  buildings  and  structures  for 
the  above  uses. 


2.  The  following  and  similar  uses  may  be 
permitted  by  a  special  permit  from  the 
Board  of  Appeals  if  found  to  be  compatible 
with  other  uses  in  the  district  and  the 
purpose  of  this  section: 

a.  Outdoor  recreational  uses,  including 
tennis,  swimming,  skiing,  playgrounds, 
parks,  and  golf  courses;  provided  golf 
courses  shall  be  subject  to  all  the 
provisions  of  section  IV.B.2.i; 

b.  display  and  sale,  or  offering  for  sale, 
of  farm  produce,  provided  that  the  major 
portion  of  the  produce  is  raised  on  the 
premises,  and  provided  that  no  stand  for 
such  sale  is  located  within  25  feet  of  a 
street  side  line. 

H.      Flood  Plain  (FP) 

The  further  restrictions  imposed  upon  use  of 
lands  in  the  flood  plain  are  to  assure  the 
health  and  safety  of  the  occupants  of  lands 
subject  to  seasonal  or  periodic  flooding,  to 
develop  a  long  term  stability  in  the  amount  of 
land  area  subject  to  flooding  and  to  maintain 
the  water  retention  qualities  and  capacity  of 
land  subject  to  flooding. 

1.  In  the  flood  plain,  any  use  otherwise 
permitted  by  this  by-law  shall  be  allowed 
subject  to  the  provisions  of  this  section. 

2.  Any  person  desiring  to  construct,  excavate, 
fill  or  grade  within  the  flood  plain  shall 
submit  to  the  Board  of  Appeals 
an  application  therefor,  including  5  copies 
of  a  site  development  plan.  The  site 
development  shall  include,  but  shall  not 
necessarily  be  limited  to,  plans  for  the  total 
site  development,  existing  and  proposed 
buildings,  original  grade  elevations,  proposed 
final  grade  elevations,  definition  of  methods 
of  grading  and  filling,  drainage  system 
layouts,  and  septic  system  plan. 

3.  After  receipt  of  the  application,  the  Board 
of  Appeals  shall  transmit  forthwith  one 
copy  of  the  site  development  plan  to 
the  Planning  Board,  Conservation  Com- 
mission, Board  of  Health  and  Town 
Engineer.  Each  one  shall  submit  a  written 
report  to  the  Board  of  Appeals  within 
35  days  after  receipt  of  the  site 
development  plan.  After  a  public  hearing 
with  due  notice,  the  Board  of  Appeals 
shall  act  on  each  such  application  within  90 
days  of  the  public  hearing  thereon. 

4.  The  Board  of  Appeals  shall  issue  a  special 
permit  if,  after  due  consideration  of  all 
information  presented  to  it,  including  any 
written  recommendations  received  from  the 
Planning  Board,  Conservation  Commission, 
Board  of  Health  and  Town  Engineer, 
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it  finds  that  the  proposed  use  in  accordance 
with  the  Site  Development  Plan: 

a.  will  not  have  a  substantial  detrimental 
effect  on  other  land  within  or  adjacent  to 
the  Flood  Plain; 

b.  is  compatible  by  design  and  in  operation 
with  seasonal  or  periodic  flooding;  and 

c.  will  be  consistent  with  the  requirements 
of  5  below  where  a  structure  for  human 
occupancy  is  involved. 

5.  In  the  case  of  human  occupancy  of  a 
structure  on  the  site  whether  a  residence, 
place  of  employment  or  otherwise: 

a.  all  floor  levels  of  possible  use  by  human 
beings  shall  be  at  least  2  feet  above 
the  flood  plain  elevation  in  Flood  Plain 
Table  I; 

b.  vehicular  and  pedestrian  access  on  the 
site  to  the  structure  shall  be  at  least  1 
foot  above  the  flood  plain  elevation  in 
Flood  Plain  Table  I; 

c.  the  structure  shall  be  designed  and  built 
in  a  manner  to  assure  the  health  and 
safety  of  the  occupants. 

6.  None  of  the  foregoing  provisions  relating  to 
the  presentation  of  an  application  to 
construct,  excavate,  fill  or  grade,  to  the 
submission  of  a  site  development  plan, 
or  to  the  securing  of  a  special  permit  from 
the  Board  of  Appeals  shall  apply  to  the 
maintenance  or  repair  of  existing  structures 
or  paved  areas. 

7.  Nothing  contained  in  this  section  IV. H. 
shall  limit  the  authority  of  the  Board  of 
Health  nor  affect  the  general  applicability 
of  the  State  Building  Code. 

8.  The  Board  of  Appeals,  in  making  its 
findings,  shall  give  full  consideration  to 
properly  documented  engineering  data 
showing  a  change  or  an  error  in  flood 
plain  elevations  as  shown  in  Table  I. 


FLOOD  PLAIN  TABLE  I 

Area  Location  Flood  Plain 

Elevations  *  (in  feet) 

1 .  Along  Assabet  River  upstream  of 
Powder  Mill   Dam   to  Acton- 

Maynard  town  line.  149.2  •  148.0 

2.  Along  Assabet  River  downstream 
from  Powder  Mill  Dam  to  Acton- 
Concord  town  line.  136.0  134.2 

3.  Along  Fort  Pond  Brook  from  the 
Acton-Concord   town   line  to 

Laws  Brook  Road.  128.4  -125.1 

4.  Along  Fort  Pond  Brook  between 

Laws  Brook  Road  and  Parker  St.         135.1  128.4 


5.  Along  Fort  Pond  Brook  upstream 
of  Erikson's  Dam  to  Martin  Street 
in  the  area  bounded  by  Fletcher 
Court,  Main  Street,  Maple  Street, 
Martin  Street  and  a  straight  line 
connecting  the  dead  ends  of 

Martin  Street  and  Fletcher  Court.        197.2  195.0 

6.  Along  Fort  Pond  Brook  between 
Martin  Street  and  Central  Street 
and  bounded  by  Main  Street, 
Central  Street,  Summer  Street, 
Willow  Street,  and  the  southern 
boundary  of  Acton  bordering 
Maynard  and  Stow,  but  excluding 
the  areas  previously  described 

in  Area  #3.  198.6  198.6 

7.  Along  Fort  Pond  Brook  between 
Central  Street  and  Massachusetts 
Avenue,  South  of  Massachusetts 

Avenue.  201.9  199  6 

8.  Along  Fort  Pond  Brook  between 
Massachusetts  Avenue  and 
Arlington  Street,  north  of  Massa 

chusetts  Avenue.  202.7  201 .9 

9.  Along  Grassy  Pond  Brook  north 

of  Hayward  Road.  206.0  206.0 

10.  Along  Fort  Pond  Brook  between 

Arlington  Street  and  Central  St.  204.7  202.9 

11.  Along  Fort  Pond  Brook  from 
Central  Street  upstream  to  the 
Old  Farm  Road,  being  approxi- 
mately 2415  feet.  206.0  205.5 

12.  Along  Guggins  Brook  upstream 
to  a  point  600  feet  above  the 
intersection  of  the  said  brook 
with  Fort  Pond  Brook  and 
including  the  area  bounded  by 
Summer  Street,  Arlington  Street, 
Massachusetts  Avenue,  and  the 
Acton-Boxborough  town  line.  209.  209.0 

13.  Along  Fort  Pond  Brook  from  the 
old  farm  road  described  in  Area 
#11  upstream  of  the  Acton- 
Boxborough  town  line,  a  distance 

of  approximately  1 140  feet.  208.3  208.3 

14.  Along  Fort  Pond  Brook  upstream 
of  Littlefield  Road  in  the  area 
bounded  by  Littlefield  Road, 
Nashoba  Road,  Massachusetts 
Route  2,  and  the  Acton  Boxboro 

town  line.  208.3  208.3 

15.  Along  Nashoba  Brook  from  the 
Acton-Concord   town   line  up 

stream  to  Wetherbee  Road.  129.1  127.8 

16.  Along  Nashoba  Brook  from 
Wetherbee  Road  upstream  to 

Concord  Road.  129.8  129.8 

17.  Along   Nashoba    Brook  from 
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Concord   Road   upstream  to 

Brook  Street.  141.0  139.1 

18.  Along  Nashoba  Brook  from 
Brook  Street  upstream  to  Great 

Road.  144.0  141.5 

19.  Along  Nashoba  Brook  from 
Great  Road  upstream  to  the 
lower  dam  located  near  the  end 

of  Wheeler  Lane.  156.0  - 144.2 

20.  Along  Nashoba  Brook  from  the 
lower  dam  upstream  to  the 
upper  dam,  both  of  which  are 
located  near  the  end  of  Wheeler 

Lane.  164.7-158.1 

21.  Along  Nashoba  Brook  from  the 
upper  dam  located  more  or  less 
at  the  end  of  Wheeler  Lane 

upstream  to  Carlisle  Road.  169.0  •  168.9 

22.  Along  Nashoba  Brook  from 
Carlisle  Road  upstream  to  Main 

Street.  170.3  169.2 

23.  Along  Nashoba  Brook  from  Main 
Street  upstream  to  the  New 
York,  New  Haven,  and  Hartford 

Railroad  bridge.  171.9  - 171.4 

24.  Along  Nashoba,  Nonset  and 
Butter  Brooks  upstream  of  where 
the  New  York,  New  Haven,  and 
Hartford  Railroad  crosses 
Nashoba  Brook  to  the  Acton- 

Westford  town  line.  172.9  -1 72.9 

Elevations  are  based  relative  to  USGS  mean  sea 
level.  The  higher  elevation  applies  to  the  upstream  end 
of  the  designated  area;  the  lower  elevation  to  the 
downstream  end.  The  flood  plain  elevation  for  any  land 
is  determined  by  interpolation  between  the  two  flood 
plain  elevation  figures  shown  in  the  table,  on  the  basis 
of  its  relative  distance  in  feet  from  the  upstream  and 
downstream  ends. 


V.  NON-CONFORMING  USES,  LOTS, 

STRUCTURES  AND  PARKING 

A.  Except  as  provided  in  this  section,  this 
by-law  is  intended  to  apply  to  all  uses  of 
land  and  to  all  structures  to  the  extent 
permitted  by  the  General  Laws. 

B.  Non-Conforming  Uses: 

1.  This  by-law  shall  not  be  deemed  to  prohibit 
continued  nonconforming  use  of  land  or 
structures. 

2.  If  a  non-conforming  use  of  land  or  of 
a  structure  is  discontinued  for  a  period  of 
2  or  more  years,  for  any  reason,  such 
use  shall  not  thereafter  be  resumed,  unless 
a  special  permit  therefor  is  granted  by  the 
Board  of  Appeals. 


3.  A  non -conforming  use  of  land  or  of  a 
structure  shall  not  be  changed  to  another 
non -conforming  use  unless  a  special  permit 
therefor  is  granted  by  the  Board  of  Appeals. 
No  such  special  permit  shall  be  granted 
unless  the  Board  of  Appeals  finds  that  the 
proposed  use  is  more  in  harmony  with  the 
character  of  the  neighborhood  and  the 
applicable  requirements  of  the  zoning 
district  than  the  existing  use.  The  grant 
of  a  special  permit  for  a  substitute 
non-conforming  use  shall  terminate  the 
right  to  use  such  land  or  structure  for  the 
prior  non-conforming  use. 

4.  A  non -con forming  use  of  land  shall  not  be 
extended  in  area  and  a  non-conforming  use 
of  a  structure  shall  not  be  expanded  in 
gross  floor  area  unless  a  special  permit 
therefor  is  granted  by  the  Board  of  Appeals. 
No  such  special  permit  shall  be  granted 
unless  the  Board  of  Appeals  finds  that 
such  expansion  shall  not  be  substantially 
more  detrimental  to  the  neighborhood  than 
the  existing  non-conforming  use. 

C.      Non-Conforming  Lots: 

1.  Any  lot  which  complied  with  the  minimum 
area,  frontage,  and  width  requirements 
applicable  at  the  time  the  boundaries  of 
the  lot  were  defined  by  recorded  deed  or 
plan  may  be  built  upon  or  used  for  single 
family  residential  uses,  notwithstanding  the 
adoption  of  increased  area,  frontage  or 
width  requirements,  provided  that  (a)  at  the 
time  the  boundaries  of  the  lot  were  defined 
by  such  deed  or  plan  the  lot  was  held 
in  separate  ownership  from  adjoining  land, 
(b)  the  lot  conformed  to  then  existing 
requirements  of  the  Acton  Zoning  By-law 
and  (c)  the  lot  had  at  least  5000  square 
feet  of  area  and  50  feet  of  frontage. 

2.  Any  lot  in  an  1-1,  1-2  or  B  district 
which  complied  with  the  minimum  area  and 
frontage  requirements  applicable  at  the  time 
the  boundaries  of  the  lot  were  defined  by 
recorded  deed  or  plan  may  be  built  upon 
or  used,  notwithstanding  the  adoption 
of  increased  area  or  frontage  requirements 
in  such  district,  or  both,  provided  that 
(a)  at  the  time  of  building  or  use, 
such  lot  otherwise  conforms  to  the 
regulations  of  this  zoning  by-law  and  (b)  at 
the  time  of  the  adoption  of  the  increased 
requirements,  such  lot  was  held  and  has 
continued  to  be  held  in  ownership  separate 
from  that  of  adjoining  land  in  the  same 
zoning  district.  If  a  lot  in  an  [-1,  1-2 
or  B  district  complies  with  the  requirements 
of  the  preceding  sentence  in  all  respects 
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except  that  at  the  time  of  the  adoption 
of  the  increased  area  or  frontage  require- 
ments, or  both,  such  lot  was  held  in 
ownership  not  separate  from  that  of 
adjoining  land  in  the  same  zoning  district, 
such  lot  shall,  in  conjunction  with  all 
such  adjoining  land  in  common  ownership, 
be  regarded  as  having  sufficient  area  and 
frontage. 

Non-Conforming  Structures: 

1.  This  by-law  shall  not  be  deemed  to  prohibit 
the  continued  use  of  any  non -conforming 
structure. 

2.  A  non-conforming  structure  may  be 
repaired  and  maintained  or  altered  in  any 
manner  which  does  not  change  its  exterior 
dimensions. 

3.  A  non -conforming  structure  other  than  a 
single  or  two-family  dwelling,  shall  not 
be  altered  or  added  to  in  any  manner 
which  changes  its  exterior  dimensions 
unless  a  special  permit  therefor  is  granted 
by  the  Board  of  Appeals.  No  such  permit 
shall  be  granted  unless  the  Board  of 
Appeals  finds  (a)  that  such  alteration  or 
addition  does  not  further  violate  the 
requirements  of  this  by-law,  and  (b)  that 
such  alteration  or  addition  is  not  sub- 
stantially more  detrimental  to  the  neighbor- 
hood than  the  existing  non-conforming 
structure. 

4.  A  single  or  two-family  dwellling  may  be 
altered  or  added  to  in  any  manner  which 


does  not  increase  the  non-conforming 
nature  of  such  dwelling. 
5.  If  a  non-conforming  structure  is  damaged 
by  fire,  storm  or  similar  disaster  to  an  extent 
greater  than  50%  of  its  value,  it  shall 
not  be  rebuilt  or  reconstructed  without  a 
special  permit  from  the  Board  of  Appeals. 
No  such  special  permit  shall  be  granted 
unless  the  Board  of  Appeals  finds  (a)  that 
such  rebuilding  or  reconstruction  will  not  be 
detrimental  to  the  neighborhood,  and  (b) 
that  to  the  extent  possible  the  structure 
will  be  rebuilt  or  reconstructed  in 
conformity  with  the  dimensional  require- 
ments of  this  by-law.  For  purposes  of  this 
section,  the  value  of  the  building  shall  be 
based  on  its  fair  market  value  before  it  was 
damaged. 

E.      Non-Conforming  Parking: 

This  by-law  shall  not  be  deemed  to  prohibit 
the  continued  use  of  any  land  or  structure 
that  is  non-conforming  with  respect  to  parking 
requirements. 

VI.        DIMENSIONAL  AND 

DEVELOPMENT  REGULATIONS 
A.      Dimensional  Regulations 

No  building  or  structure  shall  be  located 
or  erected  on  any  lot  and  no  activity  shall 
be  conducted  on  any  lot,  except  in  accordance 
with  the  dimensional  regulations  set  forth  in 
the  Dimensional  Regulation  Schedule  and  the 
other  requirements  of  this  section. 


DIMENSIONAL  REGULATION  SCHEDULE 


Minimum 

Minimum 

Minimum  Minimum  Setback 

Maximum 

Height 

Lot  Area 

Frontage 

Access 

from 

Stories 

Feet 

<»q.  Ft.) 

(1) 

Width 

Front  Lot  All  Other 

Lines (2) Lot  Lines 

R  1  All  Uses 

40,000 

200 

75 

45 

20 

2'/2 

R  2  All  Uses 

20,000 

150 

75 

30 

10 

2'/2 

R  3  All  Uses 

80,000 

200 

75 

45 

20 

2'/2 

B  All  Uses  Allowed 

in  R-2  subject 

to  regulations 

inR2 

20,000 

150 

50 

30 

10 

2'/2 

Two  to  Four  Family 

Residences  and 

conversions 

10,000 

100 

50 

30 

20 

2'/2 

(perD.U.) 

Multiple  Dwelling 

Units 

80,000 

200 

50 

45 

30 

3 

(with  at  least  4,500  sq  ft  for  the  first  bedroom, 

studio 

or  efficiency  and  at  least  3, (XX)  sq 

ft  for  ea< 

additional  bedroom) 

All  Other  Business 

Uses 

10.000 

100 

50 

30 

30 

3 

36 

VCB 

None 

None 

None 

10 

10(3) 

3 

36 

1-1  All  Permitted 

Uses 

40.000 

100 

50 

45 

20 

36 

1-2  All  Permitted 

Uses 

87,120 

200 

50 

50 

30(4) 

36 

ARC  All  Permitted 

Uses 

80.000 

200 

75 

45 

20 

3 

36 

B.  Height: 

1.  The  height  limitations  contained  in  this 
by-law  shall  not  apply  to  chimneys,  elevator 
shafts,  mechanical  equipment  and  other 
usual  and  necessary  appurtenances  and 
structures  above  the  roofline  of  a  building, 
which  are  not  used  for  human  occupancy 
and  which  do  not  occupy  more  than  20%  in 
the  aggregate  of  the  roof  plan  area  of 
the  building;  provided,  however,  that  no 
structure,  whether  on  the  roof  of  a  building 
or  not,  shall  exceed  44  feet  above  grade 
unless  the  Board  of  Appeals  finds  that  such 
structure  is  required  for  the  proposed  use 
and  will  not  be  detrimental  to  the 
neighborhood  and  grants  a  special  permit 
therefor. 

C.  Setback  Area: 

1.  No  structure  shall  be  located  within  any 
setback  area  except  boundary  fences  not 
more  than  8  feet  high,  steps,  terraces, 
underground  storage  tanks,  signs  permitted 
by  Section  XI,  and  facilities  associated 
with  the  provision  of  utilities  such  as 
drains,  wells,  transformers  and  septic 
systems. 

2.  In  a  B,  VCB  or  ARC  district,  no  parking 
space  or  other  paved  surface  shall  be 
located  within  10  feet  of  any  lot  line, 
except  for  driveways  and  paved  walkways. 

3.  In  1-1  and  1-2  districts,  no  parking  space 
or  other  paved  surface  shall  be  located 
within   10  feet  of  any  front  lot  line 


nor  within  the  required  setback  from  any 
other  lot  line  except  for  driveways  and 
paved  walkways.  In  the  case  where  a 
common  driveway  serves  2  lots  of 
similarly  zoned  land,  this  limitation  shall 
not  apply  to  the  setback  area  along  the 
common  lot  line. 

4.  Driveways  shall  be  permitted  to  cross  the 
open  space  required  by  Sections  VI. C. 2. 
and  VI. C. 3.,  but  only  to  the  extent 
required  to  provide  adequate  access  to 
public  ways  and  not  to  derogate  from  the 
intent  to  maintain  open  space  at  the 
perimeter  of  the  lot. 

5.  The  setback  area  shall  be  landscaped  in 
such  a  manner  that  landscaping  does  not 
interfere  with  traffic  visibility  at  the 
intersection  of  two  streets  or  with  the 
visibility  of  a  driveway  or  other  egress 
to  the  street. 

D.  Lot  Coverage: 

1.  The  area  covered  by  all  buildings  on  a  lot 
in  a  general  business,  1-1  or  1-2  district 
shall  not  exceed  35%  of  the  area  of  the  lot. 
The  area  covered  by  all  buildings  and 
parking  areas  shall  not  exceed  75%  of  the 
area  of  the  lot.  Parking  areas  include 
parking  spaces,  traffic  lanes,  maneuvering 
spaces,  loading  bays,  but  exclude  entrance 
and  exit  driveways. 

2.  The  area  covered  by  all  buildings  on  a  lot 
in  a  VCB  district  shall  not  exceed  the 
following  percentages  of  the  area  of  the 
lot: 

Lot  Size        %  Used  for  Buildings 

Up  to  40,000  sq.ft.  80% 
40,000  sq.  ft.  and  over  70% 

E.  Frontage: 

A  public  or  private  way  shall  not  be  deemed 
to  be  a  street  for  the  purpose  of  providing 
frontage  to  any  lot  that  does  not  have 
rights  of  access  to  and  passage  over  said  way. 

F.  Fencing  and  Screening: 

For  lots  in  1-1,  1-2,  and  B  districts  which 
abut  residential  districts  or  property  used  for 
residential  purposes,  a  fence  or  other  suitable 
screening  shall  be  provided  between  properties. 

G.  Lighting: 

Lighting  facilities,  in  parking  areas,  on  the 
exterior  of  the  buildings,  and  on  signs,  shall 
be  so  arranged  that  they  neither  unreasonably 
distract  occupants  of  adjacent  properties  nor 
interfere  with  traffic  on  any  public  way. 
They  shall  be  so  placed  or  hooded  as  to 
prevent  direct  light  from  shining  onto  any 
street  or  adjacent  property. 

H.  Buildings  on  Lot: 

Other  than  apartment  units,  no  more  than  one 


FOOTNOTES  TO  DIMENSIONAL 
REGULATION  SCHEDULE 

1.  Exceptions:  (a)  If  a  lot  fronts  entirely  on 
a  64.5  foot  or  greater  sideline  radius 
cul-de-sac,  the  minimum  frontage  will  be 
100  feet;  (b)  if  a  lot  fronts  entirely  on 
the  outside  of  a  curved  road  sideline 
of  300  foot  radius  or  less,  the  minimum 
frontage  will  be  125  feet  for  R-2  and  150 
feet  for  R-l  and  R-3. 

2.  If  a  lot  fronts  on  more  than  one  street 
the  minimum  setback  distance  from  the 
front  lot  line  shall  be  provided  from  each 
street. 

3.  20  feet  if  adjacent  to  a  residential 
district  (R-l,  R-2,  R-3)  or  property  used 
for  single  family  dwellings. 

4.  60  feet  if  adjacent  to  a  residential  district 
(R-l,  R-2,  R-3)  or  property  used  for  single 
family  dwellings. 
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building  for  residential  use  shall  be  erected 
on  a  single  lot. 

VII.  OFF-STREET  PARKING  AND 
LOADING  REQUIREMENTS 

A.  No  building  or  structure  shall  be  located  upon 
any  lot  and  no  activity  shall  be  conducted  upon 
any  such  lot  unless  the  parking  and  loading 
requirements  set  forth  in  this  section  are 
satisfied. 

B.  Off-street  parking  spaces  shall  be  provided  in 
accordance  with  the  following  Parking 
Requirement  Schedule: 

PARKING  REQUIREMENT  SCHEDULE 
Principal  Use  Minimum  Number 

of  Spaces 

One  family  dwellings  2  spaces. 

Multi-dwelling  units  2  spaces  per  dwelling  unit. 

Accessory  uses  permitted  3  spaces  plus  3  spaces  for 
in  section  IV.B.2.j.  each  non-resident  employee. 

Business  and  professional  1  space  for  each  270 
offices;  banks  and  saving  square  feet  of  gross  floor 
institutions  area,  plus  1   space  for 

every  2  employees. 
Hotels  and  motels  3  spaces  for  each  2  rental 

units,  plus  3  spaces  for 
each  20  square  feet  of 
floor  area  available  for 
meetings  or  functions  and 
1  space  for  every  4 
employees. 

Restaurants  and  other  1  space  for  every  4  seats, 
places  of  assembly  or  plus  1  space  for  every  4 

of  amusement  employees. 

Hospitals,  nursing  homes,      1  space  for  each  2  beds, 
convalescent  homes,  rest 
homes  and  extended  care 
facilities. 

Retail  stores,  service  es- 
tablishments: 

(a)  under  3,000  square      1   space  for  each  270 
feet  square  feet  of  gross  floor 

area. 

(b)  over  3,000   square      1   space  for  each  180 
feet  square  feet  of  gross  floor 

area. 

Uses  permitted  in  the  1  space  per  employee  plus 
general  industrial  (1-1)  and  1  space  for  each  2,000 
the  light  industrial  district  square  feet  of  gross  floor 
(1-2),  not  specifically  area  for  the  first  20,000 
provided  for  hereinabove      square  feet  and  1  space 

for  each  additional  10,000 

square  feet. 

Any  use  permitted  in  ARC  1  space  for  every  3  users, 
district  based  upon  the  maximum 

anticipated    use   of  the 

facility. 


1.  When  a  computation  of  the  off-street 
paVking  space  requirements  results  in  a 
fractional  number,  only  the  fraction  of  Vz  or 
more  shall  be  counted  as  1 . 

2.  When  one  building  is  used  for  more  than 
one  use,  off-street  parking  space  require- 
ments shall  be  the  sum  of  the  requirements 
computed  separately  for  each  use. 

Requirements  Applicable  to  B, 
VCB,  1-1, 1-2  and  ARC  Districts: 

1 .  One  or  more  loading  bays  shall  be  provided 
for  each  building  or  part  thereof  which,  in 
the  ordinary  course  of  the  permitted  uses  of 
such  building  or  part  thereof,  may  be 
regularly  served  by  tractor-trailor  trucks 
or  other  vehicles  of  similar  size  parked 
outside  of  the  building. 

2.  Driveways  must  be  at  least  24  feet  but 
not  more  than  36  feet  wide  and  must 
have  separate  entrance  and  exit  lanes. 
Each  lot  may  have  at  least  one  driveway 
and  may  have  one  additional  driveway 
for  each  200  feet  of  frontage  on  a  public 
way  in  which  case  driveways  shall  not  be 
located  closer  than  200  feet  apart. 

3.  All  required  off-street  parking  and  loading 
bay  spaces,  including  traffic  lanes  and 
maneuvering  space  therefor,  as  well  as 
driveways,  shall  be  paved,  shall  (except 
in  a  VCB  district)  be  located  entirely  on 
the  same  lot  as  and  within  a  reasonable 
distance  of  the  principal  use  they  are 
designated  to  serve,  and  shall  be  cleaned, 
plowed  and  maintained  in  good  condition 
at  all  times  by  the  owner  or  occupant 
thereof  as  the  responsibility  between  them 
shall  have  been  determined.  Off  street 
parking  in  a  VCB  district  need  not  be 
located  on  the  same  lot  with  the  associated 
use  but  must  be  within  the  same  VCB 
district  in  which  the  use  is  located,  and 
must  comply  with  all  other  parking  require 
ments  of  this  by-law. 

4.  A  plan  or  plans  showing,  as  applicable, 
the  location  of  buildings  existing  and  to  be 
erected,  of  off  street  parking  and  loading 
bay  spaces  including  traffic  lanes  and 
maneuvering  spaces,  of  driveways,  of  signs 
and  of  lighting  facilities  and  the  method 
of  drainage  of  surface  water  from  all  paved 
areas,  shall  be  submitted  to  the  Building 
Commissioner  for  prior  approval  60  days 
before  any  application  for  a  permit  shall 
be  made  or  any  change  of  use  commenced. 

Increased  Parking  Requirements: 
1.  The  use  of  any  land  or  structure  shall 
not  be  changed  to  a  use  which  requires 
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more  parking  spaces  under  the  section 
VII. B.  unless  either 

(a)  the  number  of  parking  spaces  required 
for  the  new  use  is  provided  or 

(b)  a  special  permit  therefor  is  granted  by 
the  Board  of  Appeals. 

2.  The  Board  of  Appeals  shall  grant  a  special 
permit  if  it  finds  that  it  is  not  practicable 
to  provide  the  number  of  parking  spaces 
required,  and  either: 

a.  In  the  case  of  a  change  from  a  non- 
conforming use  to  a  conforming  use, 
that  the  benefits  of  the  change  to  a 
conforming  use  outweigh  the  lack  of 
parking  spaces,  or 

b.  in  any  other  case,  that  the  lack  of 
parking  spaces  will  not  create  undue 
congestion  or  traffic  hazards;  provided, 
however,  that  the  Board  of  Appeals 
shall  require  that  the  maximum  practi- 
cable number  of  parking  spaces  shall 
be  provided  on  the  lot. 

3.  No  building  existing  on  April  1,  1970  shall 
be  enlarged  if  such  enlargement  increases 
the  gross  floor  area  of  the  building  by  1500 
square  feet  or  more  or  to  more  than  125 
percent  of  the  gross  floor  area  thereof  as 
of  April  1,  1970,  whichever  is  less,  unless 
(a)  additional  parking  spaces  are  provided 
equal  to  the  number  which  would  be 
required  for  such  enlargement  of  (b)  a 
special  permit  therefor  if  granted  by  the 
Board  of  Appeals.  No  such  special  permit 
shall  be  granted  unless  the  Board  of 
Appeals  finds  that  the  lack  of  parking 
spaces  will  not  create  undue  congestion  or 
traffic  hazards;  provided,  however,  the 
Board  of  Appeals  shall  require  that  the 
maximum  practicable  number  of  parking 
spaces  shall  be  provided  on  the  lot. 

VIII.  SITE  PLAN  APPROVAL 

A.  No  business  or  industrial  building  and  no 
building  containing  more  than  four  multiple- 
dwelling  units  shall  hereafter  be  erected 
or  externally  enlarged,  and  no  business, 
industrial,  or  multiple  dwelling  use  shall 
hereafter  be  expanded  in  ground  area  except 
in  conformity  with  a  special  permit  from  the 
Board  of  Selectmen  approving  a  site  plan 
for  the  lot.  For  purposes  of  this  section 
term  "externally  enlarged"  shall  mean  an 
increase  of  at  least  10  percent  in  the  floor 
area  of  the  building  and  the  term  "expanded 
in  ground  area"  shall  mean  an  increase  in 
the  ground  area  devoted  to  such  use. 

B  Any  person  seeking  a  special  permit  under  this 
section  shall  submit  6  copies  of  an  application 


and  a  proposed  site  plan  to  the  Board 
of  Selectmen.  Said  site  plan  shall  show, 
among  other  things,  all  existing  and  proposed 
buildings,  structures,  signs,  parking  spaces, 
driveway  openings,  driveways,  service  areas, 
and  other  open  uses;  all  facilities  for  sewage, 
refuse  and  other  waste  disposal  and  for  surface 
water  drainage;  and  all  landscape  features 
(such  as  fences,  walls,  planting  areas  and 
walks)  on  the  lot.  The  site  plan  also  shall 
include  information  as  to  the  proposed  use  of 
the  buildings.  The  site  plan  shall  include 
that  portion  of  any  adjacent  land  owned  or 
used  by  the  applicant  on  which  the  use  is 
similar  to  or  connected  with  the  use  for 
which  the  special  permit  is  being  sought. 

C.  The  Board  of  Selectmen  shall  promptly 
transmit  a  copy  of  the  site  plan  and  any 
accompanying  information  to  the  Planning 
Board,  the  Building  Commissioner,  the  Board 
of  Health,  the  Conservation  Commission  and 
the  Town  Engineer  for  their  report  and 
recommendations.  Said  boards  and  officers 
shall  render  a  report  and  recommendations 
within  35  days  of  receipt  of  plan  by  the 
Board  of  Selectmen.  Failure  to  do  so  shall 
be  deemed  a  lack  of  opposition  to  the  site 
plan. 

D.  In  considering  a  special  permit  under  this 
section,  the  Board  of  Selectmen  shall  assure 
to  a  degree  consistent  with  the  reasonable 
use  of  the  site  for  any  of  the  uses  permitted 
by  this  by-law  for  the  district  in  which  it  is 
located: 

1.  Protection  of  adjoining  land  against 
seriously  detrimental  or  offensive  uses  on 
the  site; 

2.  convenience  and  safety  of  vehicular  and 
pedestrian  movement  within  the  site  and  in 
relation  to  adjacent  streets  and  land; 

3.  adequacy  of  the  methods  of  disposal  for 
sewage,  refuse  and  other  wastes  resulting 
from  the  uses  permitted  on  the  site, 
and  the  methods  of  drainage  for  surface 
water  from  its  parking  spaces  and 
driveways. 

IX.  SPECIAL  PERMITS 

A.  Unless  this  by-law  expressly  provides  other- 
wise, the  Board  of  Appeals  shall  be  the 
special  permit  granting  authority. 

B.  No  special  permit  shall  be  granted  unless  the 
special  permit  granting  authority  finds  that: 

1 .  The  special  permit  will  be  in  harmony  with 
the  general  purposes  and  intent  of  the 
by-law  and 

2.  that  all  requirements  or  conditions  for  the 
grant  of  such  a  permit  contained  in  this 
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by-law  have  been  satisfied. 

C.  The  special  permit  granting  authority  may 
attach  such  conditions  or  safeguards  or 
limitations  on  the  grant  of  a  special  permit 
as  it  finds  to  be  reasonable,  including  but  not 
limited  to: 

1.  Set  back  requirements  greater  than  the 
minimum  required  by  this  by-law; 

2.  requirements  as  to  installation  of  screening, 
fencing,  landscaping  or  other  means  of 
protecting  adjacent  property; 

3.  modification  of  the  exterior  features  or 
appearance  of  any  structure; 

4.  limitation  as  to  size,  number  of  occupants, 
or  method  and  time  of  operation  of  any 
proposed  use; 

5.  regulation  of  number,  design,  and  location 
of  access  drives  and  other  traffic  features; 

6.  requirement  for  off-street  parking  and  other 
special  features; 

7.  installation  of  mechanical  or  other  devices 
to  limit  noise,  light,  odor  or  other  objection- 
able aspects  of  a  use; 

8.  requirement  for  surety  bonds  or  other 
security  for  the  performance  of  any 
conditions  attached  to  the  special  permit. 

D.  Any  special  permit  granted  under  this  by-law 
shall  lapse  within  a  period  of  time,  to  be 
specified  by  the  special  permit  granting 
authority,  not  to  exceed  2  years  from  the  date 
of  issue,  unless,  in  the  case  of  a  special  permit 
for  a  building  or  structure,  construction  has 
commenced,  or,  in  the  case  of  any  other  use 
of  or  activity  upon  land,  such  use  or  activity 
has  commenced. 

E.  The  public  hearing  on  any  application  for  a 
special  permit  shall  be  held  within  65  days 
after  the  filing  of  the  application  therefor 
with  the  special  permit  granting  authority  and 
with  any  other  officers,  boards  or  commissions, 
as  required  by  law  and  the  by-law. 

F.  Failure  of  the  special  permit  granting  authority 
to  act  within  90  days  following  the  public 
hearing  shall  be  deemed  to  be  the  grant 
of  the  special  permit  applied  for  and  the 
applicant  shall  be  entitled  to  whatever 
documents  are  necessary  to  evidence  such 
permit. 

X.  VARIANCES 

A.  The  Board  of  Appeals  shall  have  the  power 
to  grant  a  variance  from  the  terms  of  this 
by-law  with  respect  to  particular  land  or 
structures  if  it  specifically  finds  that  owing 
to  circumstances  relating  to  the  soil  conditions, 
shape,  or  topography  of  such  land  or  structures 
and  especially  affecting  such  land  or  structures 
but  not  affecting  generally  the  zoning  district 
in  which  it  is  located,  a  literal  enforcement 


of  the  provisions  of  the  by-law  would 
involve  substantial  hardship,  financial  or 
otherwise,  to  the  petitioner  or  appellant, 
and  that  desirable  relief  may  be  granted  without 
substantial  detriment  to  the  public  good  and 
without  nullifying  or  substantially  derogating 
from  the  intent  or  purpose  of  this  by-law. 

B.  Variances  may  be  granted  from  the  use 
regulations  of  this  by-law  contained  in  section 
IV.  in  accordance  with  the  General  Laws. 

C.  Variances  may  be  granted  from  the  dimen 
sional  and  development  requirements  of  this 
by-law  contained  in  section  VI.  or  from 
the  off-street  parking  and  loading  requirements 
contained  in  section  VII.  in  accordance  with  the 
General  Laws. 

D.  The  Board  of  Appeals  may  impose  conditions, 
safeguards,  and  limitations  both  of  time  and  of 
use,  including  the  continued  existence  of 
any  particular  structures  but  excluding  any 
condition,  safeguards  or  limitation  based  upon 
the  continued  ownership  of  the  land  or 
structures  to  which  the  variance  pertains  by 
the  applicant,  petitioner  or  any  owner. 

E.  If  the  rights  authorized  by  a  variance  are  not 
exercised  within  one  year  of  the  date  of  grant 
of  such  variance  they  shall  lapse,  and  may 
be  reestablished  only  after  notice  and  a  new 
hearing. 

XI.  SIGNS 

A.  Definitions:  When  used  in  this  section, 
and  in  this  section  only,  the  following  words 
shall  have  the  meanings  set  forth  below: 

1.  Sign:  Any  symbol,  design  or  device  used 
to  advertise,  identify  or  inform  persons 
about  any  product,  premises,  person  or 
activity. 

2.  Outdoor  Sign:  Any  sign  placed  out  of  doors 
in  view  of  the  general  public. 

3.  Display  Surface:  The  total  exposed  area 
of  a  sign.  Where  signs  are  placed  back  to 
back  and  face  in  opposite  directions 
the  display  surface  is  defined  as  the  area  of 
one  face  of  the  sign.  The  display  surface 
of  an  individual  letter  sign  or  other 
irregularly  shaped  sign  shall  be  the  smallest 
rectangle  into  which  the  sign  will  fit 

4.  Sign  Structure:  The  supports,  uprights, 
braces  and  framework  of  the  sign. 

5.  Erected:  Attached,  constructed,  reconstruct 
ed,  altered,  enlarged  or  moved.  Erected 
shall  not  mean  repainted,  cleaned,  repaired 
or  maintained,  except  where  a  structural 
change  is  made.  Altered  includes  changes 
in  the  lettering  or  symbols  on  the  sign. 

6.  Projection:  The  distance  a  sign  extends 
beyond  the  building. 
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7.  Store:  Any  use  permitted  in  a  business 
district  or  a  village  center  business 
district  except  a  residential  use. 

8.  Industrial  Use:  Any  use  permitted  in  an 
industrial  district. 

9.  Business  Center:  Any  aggregation  of  2 
or  more  stores  or  industrial  uses  which 
share  a  parking  area  in  common. 

10.  Street:  Any  public  way  or  private  way 
open  to  the  public. 

11.  Curb  Line:  The  delineation  between  the 
area  intended  for  pedestrian  traffic  and  the 
area  intended  for  vehicular  traffic. 

12.  Parking  Area:  A  public  or  private  parking 
area  for  motor  vehicles. 

13.  Wall  Sign:  Any  sign  attached  to  or  erected 
against  the  wall  of  a  building  with  the 
display  surface  of  the  sign  in  a  plane 
parallel  to  the  plane  of  the  wall,  which 
does  not  project  more  than  1  foot  from 
the  face  of  the  building. 

14.  Freestanding  Sign:  Any  sign  that  is  not 
attached  to,  erected  on  or  supported  by  a 
building. 

15.  Roof  Sign:  Any  sign  attached  to  or  erected 
on  the  roof  of  a  building. 

16.  Individual  Letter  Sign:  Any  sign  made  up  of 
separate  self  contained  letters. 

17.  Projecting  Sign:  Any  sign  other  than  a  wall 
sign  suspended  from  or  supported  by  a 
building  and  projecting  out  therefrom. 

18.  Temporary  Sign:  Any  sign  intended  to  be 
used  for  fewer  than  6  months. 

19  Directional  or  Informational  Sign:  Any  sign 
erected  near  a  street  or  driveway  or  parking 
area  which  is  necessary  for  the  safety  and 
direction  of  vehicular  or  pedestrian  traffic. 
Directional  or  informational  signs  may  not 
advertise,  identify  or  promote  any  product, 
person,  premises  or  activity. 

20.  Business  Center  Identifier  Sign:  A  sign 
which  contains  the  place  name  of  a 
business  center;  the  sign  may  contain  no 
other  advertising. 

21.  Directory  Sign:  Any  sign  listing  the  name 
and  location  of  the  occupants  of  a  site 
or  building. 

22.  Electric  Sign:  Any  sign  which  is  illuminated 
by  incandescent  or  fluorescent  lamps  or 
luminous  tubes. 

23.  Form  Sign:  Any  sign  constructed  in  three 
dimensions  to  represent  an  object. 

24.  Holiday  Decoration:  Any  embellishment  or 
ornament  normally  associated  with  the 
celebration  of  a  national  or  state  holiday. 

25.  Window  Sign:  Any  sign  designed  to  be 
visible  from  the  exterior  by  being  placed 
in.  on  or  behind  a  window  or  outside 


glass     door,     but     does     not  include 

merchandise  offered  for  sale. 
Administration  and  Miscellaneous 
1.  Permits  Required: 

a.  No  sign  shall  be  erected  except  as 
provided  by  this  by-law,  and  after  a 
permit  has  been  issued  by  the  Building 
Commissioner. 

b.  Application  for  a  sign  permit  shall  be 
made  in  writing  upon  forms  furnished  by 
the  Building  Commissioner.  An  original 
application  shall  contain  the  location,  by 
street  number,  of  the  proposed  sign, 
the  name  and  address  of  the  owner  of 
the  premises  where  the  sign  is  to  be 
located,  the  name  and  address  of  the 
owner  of  the  sign,  the  name  and  address 
of  the  sign  contractor  or  erector,  if 
any,  and  a  scale  drawing  showing  the 
construction,  the  method  of  installation 
or  support,  colors,  dimensions  and 
position  of  the  sign,  method  of 
illumination,  and  such  other  relevant 
information  as  may  be  requested.  The 
application  must  be  signed  by  both  the 
owner  of  the  premises  where  the  sign  is 
to  be  located  and  the  owner  of  the 
sign,  acknowledging  responsibility  for 
compliance  with  this  by-law.  An 
application  which  is  incomplete,  as 
determined  by  the  Building  Commissioner, 
shall  be  returned  to  the  applicant.  An 
application  for  a  renewal  permit  shall 
contain  such  information  as  the  Building 
Commissioner  may  require. 

c.  Within  60  days  after  application  for  a 
permit  has  been  made  the  Building 
Commissioner  shall  approve  or  dis- 
approve the  application.  If  60  days  have 
elapsed  without  action  by  the  Building 
Commissioner  the  application  shall  be 
deemed  approved. 

d.  A  sign  permit  fee  of  $25.00  shall  be 
paid  to  the  Town  for  each  permit. 

e.  Sign  permits  will  be  issued  for  a  period  of 
3  years.  Subsequent  renewals  shall  be 
$10.00  for  each  3  years. 

f.  A  sign  permit  shall  become  null  and  void 
if  the  work  for  which  the  permit  was 
issued  has  not  been  completed  within 
a  period  of  6  months  from  the  date  of 
the  permit.  The  applicant  shall  notify  the 
Building  Commissioner  of  completion  of 
work  under  a  permit  within  10  days  of 
completion. 

g.  All  signs  erected  under  this  by-law  shall 
be  erected  in  the  exact  location  and 
manner  described  in  the  permit.  The 
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permit  number  shall  be  clearly  visible  on 
the  sign. 
Exceptions: 

a.  No  sign  erected  before  April  1,  1972, 
shall  be  required  to  comply  with  the 
requirements  of  this  by-law  as  to  size 
or  location,  but  the  owner  of  the  sign 
shall  be  required  to  obtain  a  permit 
therefor. 

b.  Any  sign  erected  before  April  1,  1972, 
which  after  said  date  either  (1)  has  been 
unused  for  a  period  of  two  years; 
or  (2)  advertises,  calls  attention  to  or 
identifies  products,  persons  or  activities 
which  are  no  longer  sold,  located  or 
carried  on  at  the  premises;  or  (3)  has  not 
been  repaired  or  properly  maintained 
within  60  days  after  notice  to  that  effect 
has  been  given  by  the  Building 
Commissioner,  shall  be  brought  into 
compliance  with  the  requirements  of  this 
by-law  or  removed. 

c.  No  permit  shall  be  required  for  a  sign 
in  a  residential  district  erected  in 
accordance  with  the  provisions  of 
XI.D.l  of  this  by-law. 

d.  No  permit  shall  be  required  for  any  sign 
erected  by  the  Town  or  by  the 
Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts  or 
any  subdivision  or  agency  thereof. 

e.  No  permit  shall  be  required  for  a  sign 
in  a  business  district  erected  in 
accordance  with  XI.D.2.d.h.,  i,  and  j 
of  this  section. 

f.  No  permit  shall  be  required  for  holiday 
decorations  when  displayed  within  45 
days  prior  to  and  10  days  after  the 
holiday  with  which  they  are  specifically 
identified  and  which  do  not  advertise 
or  promote  the  interests  of  any  person, 
premise  or  activity. 

Enforcement: 

a.  The  Building  Commissioner  shall 
inspect  every  sign  within  30  days  after  it 
is  erected  to  determine  whether  the 
sign  has  been  erected  in  accordance 
with  the  provisions  of  the  permit  therefor 
and  shall  order  the  removal  or  modifica- 
tion of  any  sign  erected  or  maintained 
in  a  manner  inconsistant  with  such 
permit.  Thirty  days  notice  in  writing  shall 
be  given  to  the  owner  of  such  sign, 
and  to  the  owner  of  the  premises  on 
which  such  sign  is  located  to  remove  the 
sign  or  to  modify  it  to  be  in  accordance 
with  the  provisions  of  the  permit. 
Immediate  removal  may  be  ordered  for 
any  sign  requiring  a  permit  which  is 


erected  without  first  obtaining  such 
permit. 

b.  Any  sign  owner  or  owner  of  property 
on  which  a  sign  is  located  who  violates, 
or  permits  a  violation  of,  this  by-law  shall 
be  subject  to  a  fine  of  not  more  than 
30  days  after  the  later  of  (1)  the  date 
of  the  notice  referred  to  in  a  above, 
or  (2)  the  date  of  conclusion  of  any 
appeal  therefrom. 
General  Regulations: 

1.  Electric  Signs: 

a.  Electric  signs  are  not  permitted  within 
residential  districts. 

b.  No  red  or  green  lights  shall  be  used  on 
any  sign  if  the  sign  is  located  so  that 
such  lights  could  create  a  driving  hazard. 

2.  General  Business  District  (B): 

No  sign  shall  be  permitted  in  a  general 
business  district  except  as  follows: 

a.  There  shall  be  no  more  than  one 
exterior  sign  for  each  store,  not  including 
directional  or  informational  signs,  except 
as  provided  herein.  The  exterior  sign 
for  each  store,  not  including  directional 
or  informational  signs,  except  as 
provided  herein.  The  exterior  sign  may 
be  a  wall  sign,  individual  letter  sign, 
roof  sign,  or  projecting  sign.  If  the  store 
has  a  direct  entrance  into  the  store  in 
a  wall  other  than  the  store  front,  there 
may  be  a  secondary  sign  affixed  to  such 
wall,  and  if  the  store  has  a  wall,  other 
than  the  store  front,  that  faces  upon 
a  street  or  parking  area,  there  may  be  a 
secondary  sign  affixed  to  such  wall 
whether  or  not  such  wall  contains  an 
entrance  to  the  store;  provided,  however, 
that  no  store  shall  have  more  than  2 
secondary  signs  in  any  event.  The 
display  surface  of  each  of  the  secondary 
signs  shall  not  exceed  6  square  feet. 

b.  A  wall  sign,  individual  letter  sign, 
or  roof  sign  shall  not  exceed  4  feet 
overall  in  height.  A  wall  sign,  individual 
letter  sign,  or  roof  sign  on  the  exterior 
wall  of  the  first  floor  of  a  building 
shall  not  exceed  an  area  of  1  square  foot 
for  each  lineal  foot  of  the  store  wall.  No 
such  sign  shall  exceed  40  feet  overall 
in  width  or  extend  beyond  the  full  width 
of  the  store  wall.  The  length  of  signs 
of  stores  occupying  other  than  the  first 
floor  of  a  building  shall  not  exceed 
6  feet.  No  sign  shall  project  above  the 
highest  line  of  the  roof  or  building; 
provided,  however,  that  if  the  sign  is 
attached  to  a  wall  having  a  parapet 
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extending  above  the  highest  line  of  such 
roof,  then  the  sign  may  reach  but  may 
not  project  above  the  top  of  the 
parapet  wall. 

c.  A  projecting  sign  shall  not  project  more 
than  6  feet  and  shall  not  contain  more 
than  6  square  feet  of  display  surface. 

d.  Directional  or  informational  signs  not 
over  2  square  feet  in  size  shall  be 
allowed.  Directional  and  informational 
signs  may  not  be  located  at  a  height 
over  6  feet  above  ground  level  if 
mounted  on  a  building  wall  nor  3.5  feet 
above  ground  level  if  freestanding. 

e.  In  addition  to  the  signs  permitted  under 
paragraph  a,  there  may  be  one  directory 
sign  listing  the  occupants  or  tenants  of 
the  building  affixed  to  the  exterior  wall 
of  the  building  at  each  entrance  to  the 
building.  A  directory  sign  shall  not 
exceed  an  area  determined  on  the  basis 
of  1  square  foot  for  each  occupant  or 
tenant  of  the  building. 

f.  Any  business  may  divide  the  total 
display  area  of  the  one  exterior  sign 
affixed  to  the  front  wall  of  the  building, 
to  which  they  are  entitled  as  herein 
above  provided,  into  separate  signs 
affixed  to  and  parallel  to  such  wall 
and  indicating  the  separate  operations  or 
departments  of  the  business,  provided, 
however,  that  the  total  of  the  width 
of  the  separate  signs  shall  not  exceed 
the  maximum  width  permitted  under  this 
by  law  for  a  single  exterior  sign  on  such 
wall. 

g.  The  standard  type  of  gasoline  pump 
bearing  thereon  in  usual  size  and  form 
the  name  or  type  of  gasoline  and  the 
price  thereof  shall  not  be  deemed  to  be  a 
sign  under  this  by-law. 

h.  During  construction  of  a  new  building, 
a  freestanding  sign  may  be  erected  on 
the  premises  to  identify  the  building,  the 
owner,  the  contractor,  the  architect, 
or  the  engineers,  provided 
such  sign  shall  not  exceed  32  square 
feet  in  area,  or  10  feet  in  width  or 
height.  Such  sign  shall  be  removed 
within  7  days  of  issuance  of  an 
occupancy  permit. 

i  In  addition  to  signs  otherwise  permitted, 
1  wall  sign  or  freestanding  sign,  not 
exceeding  12  square  feet  in  area, 
advertising  the  rental,  lease,  or  sale  of 
the  premises  shall  be  permitted.  Such 
sign  shall  be  temporary  and  shall  be 
removed  within  7  days  of  the  rental. 


lease  or  sale  of  the  premises. 

c.  No  sign  may  be  illuminated  more  than 
30  minutes  after  closing  of  any  store  or 
business,  or  30  minutes  after  working 
hours  in  an  industrial  building,  nor 
between  the  hours  of  11:00  P.M. 
and  6:00  A.M.,  except  signs  identifying 
municipal  buildings. 

d.  Internally  illuminated  signs,  luminous 
signs,  and  signs  illuminated  from  an 
external  source  directed  solely  toward 
said  sign  are  the  only  permitted  methods 
of  illumination.  The  light  from  any  sign 
shall  be  so  shaded,  shielded,  or  directed 
or  shall  be  maintained  at  a  sufficiently 
low  level  of  intensity  and  brightness  that 
it  shall  not  adversely  affect  the 
neighboring  premises  nor  the  safe  vision 
of  operators  of  vehicles  moving  on 
public  ways.  Only  white  lights  shall 
be  used  for  external  illumination  of  a 
sign. 

2.  Moving  Signs: 

a.  Swinging  signs;  flashing  signs;  revolving 
signs  consisting  of  pennants,  ribbons, 
streamers,  spinners;  strings  of  light 
bulbs;  revolving  beacons;  searchlights; 
animated  signs;  and  signs  illuminated  to 
create  the  illusion  of  motion  are 
prohibited  in  all  districts. 

3.  Installation: 

a.  No  sign  shall  be  erected  that  shall  in 
any  way  create  a  traffic  hazard,  nor  shall 
it  in  any  way  obscure  or  confuse 
traffic  control. 

b.  No  sign,  or  sign  structure,  may  project 
beyond  the  curb  line. 

c.  Letters,  figures,  characters  or  represen- 
tations in  cutout  or  irregular  form, 
maintained  in  conjunction  with,  attached 
to,  or  superimposed  upon  any  sign, 
shall  be  safely  and  securely  built  or 
attached  to  the  sign  structure. 

d.  No  sign  shall  be  painted  on  the  exterior 
surface  of  any  wall,  including  windows 
and  doors. 

e.  Signs  shall  be  designed,  constructed  and 
erected  in  accordance  with  the  State 
Building  Code. 

F.  No  sign  shall  be  posted  or  attached 
to  utility  poles,  trees,  fences,  other  signs, 
or  structures  other  than  buildings. 

g.  No  roof  sign  shall  be  attached  to  any 
parapet. 

h.  All  signs  shall  be  erected  on  the  same 
lot  as  the  premises,  person  or  activity 
they  are  intended  to  advertise,  call 
attention  to  or  identify. 
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4.  Maintenance: 

a.  Every  sign  shall  be  maintained  by  the 
owner  in  a  safe  and  well  maintained 
condition.  Every  freestanding  sign  shall 
be  kept  free  and  clear  of  all  obnoxious 
substances,  rubbish  and  weeds. 
Regulations  and  Restrictions: 
The  regulations  and  restrictions  set  forth  in 
this  article  shall  apply  to  each  sign  in  the  zoning 
district  in  which  it  is  erected. 
1.  Residential  Districts  (R-l,  R-2, 
and  R-3): 

a.  one  wall  sign  or  freestanding  sign  which 
does  not  exceed  2  square  feet  in  area, 
having  the  name  of  the  occupant  or 
the  district,  or  both,  shall  be  permitted. 

b.  One  wall  sign  or  freestanding  sign  which 
does  not  exceed  6  square  feet  in  area 
and  advertises  the  rental,  lease,  or 
sale  of  the  premises  shall  be  permitted; 
provided,  however,  such  sign  shall  be 
removed  within  7  days  of  the  rental, 
lease  or  sale  of  the  premises. 

c.  Temporary  signs  not  exceeding  6  square 
feet  in  area  may  be  erected  to  warn 
against  contagious  diseases,  to  warn 
against  danger,  or  to  insure  silence 
where  serious  illness  exists. 

j.  In  addition  to  signs  otherwise  permitted, 
window  signs  are  permitted  in  business 
districts  provided  that  their  aggregate 
display  surface  does  not  exceed  25%  of 
the  total  exterior  glass  area,  and  that 
they  are  lighted  by  normal  building 
illumination  only.  Window  signs  less 
than  3  by  4  feet  promoting  charitable 
events  shall  not  count  against  the 
allowable  25%. 

3.  Village  Center  Business  District 

(VCB): 

a.  All  signs,  except  freestanding  signs, 
shall  be  subject  to  the  restrictions 
contained  in  XI. D. 2. 

b.  No  freestanding  signs  shall  be  permitted. 

4.  Industrial  Districts  (1-1  and  1-2): 

a.  All  signs,  except  projecting  signs,  shall 
be  subject  to  the  restrictions  contained 
in  XI. D. 2.  The  words  "industrial  use" 
shall  be  substituted  for  "store"  or 
"business"  as  they  appear  in  XI. D. 2. 

b.  A  projecting  sign  shall  not  project  more 
than  6  feet  and  shall  not  have  an 
exposed  display  surface  of  more  than  4 
square  feet.  One  projecting  sign  shall  be 
allowed  per  doorway. 

5.  Special  Permits: 

a.  The  Board  of  Selectmen  may  grant  a 
special    permit    for    a  freestanding 


business  center  identifier  sign  in  a 
business  district  if  they  determine  the 
safety  of  the  motoring  public  will  be 
substantially  enhanced. 

b.  The  Board  of  Selectmen  may  grant  a 
special  permit  for  a  freestanding  sign 
in  a  business  or  industrial  district 
if  they  determine  that  unusual  circum- 
stances such  as  landscaping,  land 
contours,  building  setback,  or  buildings 
design  or  historic  nature,  preclude 
effective  use  of  otherwise  permitted 
signs.  Any  sign  peimitted  by  such  special 
permit  shall  not  exceed  an  area  of  one 
half  the  maximum  area  of  the  wall  sign, 
individual  letter  sign,  or  roof  sign 
permitted  for  the  applicant's  store  or 
business  under  XI. D. 2.  nor  15  feet  in 
overall  height. 

c.  The  Board  of  Selectmen  may  grant  a 
special  permit  to  allow  an  alternative 
location  for  a  directory  sign  other  than 
that  allowed  by  XI.D.2.e  if  they 
determine  that  the  building  design 
precludes  effective  use  of  a  wall 
mounted  directory  sign. 

d.  The  Board  of  Selectmen  may  require 
appropriate  conditions  and  safeguards 
before  granting  any  special  permit 
hereunder  wherever  in  its  opinion  they 
are  desirable. 

XII.  ADMINISTRATION 
A.  Enforcement: 

1.  Enforcement  Officer:  This  by  law 
shall  be  enforced  by  the  Building  Com 
missioner  in  the  manner  provided  for  by  the 
General  Laws.  Any  person  aggrieved  by 
any  decision  of  the  Building  Commissioner 
under  this  by-law  may  appeal  to  the 
Board  of  Appeals. 

2.  Building  Permit:  No  building  permit 
shall  be  issued  unless  the  construction  for 
which  the  permit  is  sought  complies  with 
the  provisions  of  this  by  law.  An  application 
for  a  building  permit  shall  be  accompanied 
by  a  plan  drawn  by  a  registered  land 
surveyor  showing  the  dimensions  of  the  lot 
on  which  the  proposed  construction  will 
be  located,  the  location  and  dimensions  of 
all  existing  buildings  or  structures  on  the 
lot,  the  location  and  dimensions  of  all 
proposed  buildings  and  structures,  together 
with  the  lines  within  which  all  buildings  or 
structures  are  to  be  erected.  The  require 
ments  of  the  preceding  sentence  may  be 
waived  by  the  Building  Commissioner  if  he 
determines  that  the  proposed  work  is  of 
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a  minor  nature.  The  application  shall  also 
be  accompanied  by  a  statement  of  the 
existing  and  intended  use  of  each  building 
and  structure  and  such  further  information 
as  the  Building  Commissioner  may  require 
for  the  proper  enforcement  of  this  by  law.  A 
record  of  all  applications,  plans  and  permits, 
and  actions  taken  thereon  shall  be  kept  on 
file  by  the  Building  Commissioner. 

3.  Certificate  of  Compliance: 

a.  No  building  or  structure  constructed 
after  the  effective  date  of  this  section 
shall  be  occupied  or  used  and  no 
activity  upon  land  which  is  regulated  by 
this  by  law  shall  be  commenced  until 
a  certificate  of  compliance  has  been 
issued  by  the  Building  Commissioner. 

b.  An  application  for  a  certificate  of 
compliance  shall  be  accompanied  by  a 
plan  drawn  by  a  registered  land  surveyor 
showing  the  dimensions  of  the  lot  on 
which  the  building  or  structure  is  located 
or  upon  which  the  activity  will  be 
conducted,  the  location  and  dimensions 
of  all  buildings  or  structures  on  the  lot, 
and  by  a  statement  signed  under 
penalties  of  perjury  by  the  owner  or 
tenant  in  possession  stating  the  intended 
use  of  such  building  or  structure,  of 
the  intended  activity  on  the  lot,  and 
such  further  information  as  may  be 
necessary  for  the  enforcement  of  this 
by-law.  The  requirements  of  the 
preceding  sentence  relative  to  a  required 
plan  may  be  waived  by  the  Building 
Commissioner. 

c.  Upon  the  receipt  of  such  application,  the 
Building  Commissioner  shall  review  it 
and  within  14  days  shall  either  issue 
or  deny  a  certificate  of  compliance.  The 
certificate  of  compliance  shall  state  that 
the  proposed  use  of  such  building  or 
structure,  or  the  proposed  activity  on 
the  land  as  described  in  the  application 
and  accompanying  plans,  are  in 
compliance  with  the  zoning  by-law 
in  effect  on  the  date  of  the  certificate. 

d.  The  owner  or  tenant  in  possession  of 
any  building  or  structure  erected  before 
the  effective  date  of  this  section  may 
apply  in  the  manner  set  forth  in 
paragraph  b  for  a  certificate  of 
compliance  as  to  any  existing  building  or 
structure  or  any  existing  or  proposed  use 
of  such  building  or  structure  or  land. 


e.  A  fee  of  $25.00  shall  be  paid  to  the 
Town  of  Acton  for  each  certificate  of 
compliance. 

4.  Fines:  Whoever  violates  any  provisions  of 
this  by-law  shall  be  subject  to  a  fine 
not  exceeding  $100.00  for  each  offense. 
Each  day  a  violation  continues  shall 
constitute  a  separate  offense. 

B.      Board  of  Appeals: 

1.  Appointment:  There  shall  be  a  Board 
of  Appeals  consisting  of  3  members  who 
shall  be  appointed  by  the  Board  of 
Selectmen  in  accordance  with  the  General 
Laws.  Two  associate  members  shall  be 
appointed  in  like  manner.  Associate 
members  may  be  designated  to  hear  any 
matter  in  case  of  the  absence  or  incapacity 
of  a  regular  member  to  act. 

2.  The  Board  of  Appeals  shall  have  the 
powers  and  duties  set  forth  in  the  General 
Laws  and  in  this  by-law.  These  duties 
shall  include  the  following  powers  and 
duties: 

a.  to  hear  and  decide  appeals  from  any 
decisions  of  the  Building  Commissioner; 

b.  to  hear  and  decide  applications  for 
special  permits  except  as  otherwise 
provided  in  this  by-law; 

c.  to  hear  and  decide  applications  for 
variances  from  this  by-law. 

XIII.  GENERAL  PROVISIONS 

A.  Severability:  The  invalidity  of  any  section 
or  provision  of  this  by-law  shall  not  invalidate 
any  other  section  or  provision  not  manifestly 
inseparable  therefrom. 

B.  Effective  Date:  This  by-law  and  any 
amendment  thereto  shall  take  effect  as 
provided  in  the  General  Laws. 

C.  Continuation:  Unless  a  contrary  intention 
clearly  appears  the  provisions  of  this  by-law 
shall  be  construed  as  a  continuation  of  the 
provisions  of  the  Town  of  Acton  Protective 
Zoning  By-law,  originally  adopted  December 
16, 1953,  as  previously  amended. 

D  References:  The  table  of  contents, 
marginal  notes  and  appendices  are  included 
for  convenience  of  reference  only  and  are  not 
part  of  the  by-law. 


Board  off  Appeals 

The  Town  adopted  a  complete  revision  of  the 
Zoning  Bylaw  at  an  extended  Town  Meeting  in  the 
Spring  of  1977  as  required  by  chapter  808  of  the 
General  Laws.  In  addition,  a  number  of  other  changes 
were  adopted  but  these  were  largely  aimed  at  making 
the  language  of  the  Bylaw  internally  where  the  new 
Bylaw  has  made  previously  conforming  uses  non- 
conforming. The  Board  has  identified  these  situations 
to  the  Planning  Board  so  that  any  future  revisions  of 
the  Bylaw  can  consider  these  situations.  In  addition,  a 
revision  of  the  Board's  rules  and  regulations  is  under- 
way to  reflect  the  procedural  changes  occasioned  by 
the  provisions  of  the  Bylaw  and  Chapter  808. 

In  1977,  22  public  hearings  were  scheduled  -  about 
a  quarter  of  the  number  handled  in  1976.  There  were  2 
cases  pending  at  the  end  of  1976  and  there  are  3  cases 
pending  as  of  the  end  of  1977.  Of  these  cases  that 
were  not  dismissed,  withdrawn  or  pending,  about  53% 
were  decided  in  favor  of  the  petitioner. 


Granted 

Denied 

Dismissed 

Pending 

Total 

Petitions  for 

Review 

Signs 

0 

2 

0 

0 

2 

Others 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Variances 

Signs 

2 

3 

0 

1 

6 

Others 

3 

4 

0 

1 

8 

Specific  Uses  and 

Exceptions 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

Flood  Plain 

Zoning 

4 

0 

0 

0 

4 

Earth  Removal 

0 

o 

o 

o 

0 

Comprehensive 

Permits 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

Total 

10 

9 

0 

3 

22 

H. W.  Flood,  Chairman 
Edward  G.  Schwann,  Clerk 
Herman  Vanderwart,  Member 
John  F.  Pasieka,  Associate 
Marion  Maxwell,  Associate 
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Recreation  Commission 

A  Master  Plan  For  Recreation 
in  Acton 
1978-1982 

Introduction 

In  the  1972  Annual  Town  Report,  the  Recreation 
Commission  presented  a  Master  Plan  which  is  now  five 
years  old.  The  present  Commission  decided  to  report  on 
the  progress  made,  to  revise,  up-date  and  submit  this 
additional  five-year  plan.  Consequently,  what  follows  is  a 
review  of  the  present  programs,  facilities  and  information; 
their  relationship  to  the  1972  plan;  and  new  plans  and 
suggestions  for  the  future. 
Planning  Guidelines 

Since  the  planning  guidelines  which  were  utilized  five 
years  ago  are  equally  as  valid  now  as  then,  they  are  used 
again. 

PLANNING  GUIDELINES 

I.  Concept:  Develop  the  philosophy  of  recreation  as  "leisure 
time  activity",  not  just  "sports" 

II.  Activities:  Broaden  the  scope  of  programs  offered  to  reflect 
the  mix  of  community  interest  in  the  following  general 
categories: 

(a)  male  and  female 

(b)  group  and  individual 

(c)  youth  and  adult 

(d)  year-round 

(e)  active  and  passive 

III.  Facilities/Site:  Develop  recreation  sites  that  not  only  provide 
activity  flexibility  but  consider. 

(a)  multi  purpose  vs.  special-purpose  use 

(b)  neighborhood  vs.  centralized  locations 

(c)  land  and  water  resources 

(d)  indoor  and  outdoor  facilities 

(e)  facilities  owned  and  operated  by  other  community 
organizations 

IV.  Standards:  Adopt  National  Recreation  and  Parks 
Association  standards  where  appropriate. 

V.  Costs: 

(a)  Evaluate   "lifetime"   costs   of   proposed  programs/ 
projects  in  terms  of 

(1)  development 

(2)  operation 

(3)  maintenance 

(b)  Seek  alternative  means  of  funding 

(1)  taxes 

(2)  user  fees 

(3)  support  by  other  civic  organizations 

(4)  state  and  federal  agency  cost  sharing 

Activities/Programs 

A  summary  of  activities  included  in  the  1972  report 
showed  the  relative  preferences  of  the  citizens  of  Acton. 
The  opinion  of  the  present  commission  is  that  there  would 
be  very  little  change  in  the  results  if  another  survey  were 
to  be  taken  today. 

Over  the  past  15  years,  a  census  of  recreation  interests 
has  been  included  in  a  number  of  general  surveys 
conducted  by  civic  organizations  within  the  town.  What 
follows  is  a  combined  summary  of  the  most  popular  youth 


and  adult  recreational  preferences  expressed  in  these 
surveys  along  with  their  availability  in  1972  and  1977. 
The  relative  importance  of  each  interest  is  ranked  in  the 
order  it  achieved  on  an  arbitrary  rating  scale  devised  to 
interpret  the  results  of  the  surveys. 

SUMMARY  OF  YOUTH  AND  ADULT 
RECREATIONAL  ACTIVITY  PREFERENCES 


Rank 

Activity 

Available  in 

Available  in 

As  of  1972 

Acton  1972 

Acton  1977 

1. 

Swimming 

No 

Yes 

2. 

Skating 

No  (private 

No  (private 

only) 

only) 

3. 

Skiing 

No 

Limited 

4. 

Sledding 

Limited 

Limited 

5. 

Tennis 

Yes 

Yes 

6. 

Horseback 

Limited 

Limited 

7. 

Adult  Educa. 

Yes 

Yes 

8. 

Baseball 

Yes  (Limited) 

Yes 

9. 

Biking 

Yes 

Yes 

10. 

Boating 

No 

Limited 

11. 

Playgrounds 

Yes 

Yes 

12. 

Arts/Crafts 

Limited 

Yes 

13. 

Bowling 

Commerical 

Commercial 

14. 

Fishing 

Limited 

Limited 

15. 

Picnicking 

Limited 

Yes 

16. 

Hiking 

Yes 

Yes 

17. 

Golf 

No 

No 

18. 

Camping 

No 

No 

50 


The  Commission  is  currently  working  on  plans  to 
develop  additional  areas  for  outdoor  skating,  sledding, 
cross  country  skiing,  hiking  and  boating.  With  the 
appointment  of  a  full  time  Director  in  1973,  the 
Recreation  Department  has  been  able  to  offer  more  of 
these  preferred  activities.  Once  again,  the  main  thrust  of 


yearly  planning  will  be  to  expand  these  activities,  and 
focus  on  site  development.  When  and  if  a  new  activity  is 
requested,  it  will  be  reviewed  and  then  if  approved,  money 
will  be  requested  in  the  next  budget  to  implement  it. 

The  following  chart  shows  the  varied  type  of  programs 
offered  by  the  Recreation  Department  during  the  year. 


Activity 

Avail. 

in 
1972 

Summer 

Fall 

Winter 

Spring 

Number 

of 
Partici- 
pants 

1.  Playgrounds 

Y 

X 

801 

2.  Children's  Arts  and  Crafts 

Y 

X 

200 

3.  Children's  Swim  Lessons 

• 

X 

X 

X 

X 

1,150 

4.  Adult  Swim  Lessons 

N 

X 

X 

30 

5.  Recreational  Swim 

N 

X 

X 

X 

X 

6.  Town  Swim  Team  Children's 

N 

X 

X 

X 

170 

7  Children's  Diving  Lessons 

N 

X 

45 

8.  Lifesaving  Courses 

• 

X 

X 

9.  Tennis 

Y 

X 

X 

X 

10.  Children's  Tennis  Lessons 

Y 

X 

463 

1 1 .  Adult  Tennis  Lessons 

N 

X 

X 

112 

12.  Children's  Gymnastics 

N 

X 

X 

X 

X 

620 

13.  Children's  Baseball  Clinic 

N 

X 

120 

14.  Adult  Softball 

Y 

X 

180 

15.  Youth  Basketball 

Y 

X 

X 

180 

16.  Adult  Basketball 

Y 

X 

175 

17.  Volleyball 

N 

X 

X 

X 

X 

18.  Youth  Soccer 

Y 

X 

140 

19.  Youth  Flag  Football 

Y 

X 

125 

20.  Bowling 

Y 

X 

X 

X 

X 

20 

21 .  Cross  Country  Skiing 

Y 

X 

22.  Hiking 

Y 

X 

X 

X 

X 

23.  Picnicking 

N 

X 

X 

X 

24.  July  4th  Program 

Y 

X 

25.  Open  Gym 

N 

X 

X 

X 

X 
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Swimming 

This  activity  is  always  at  the  top  on  a  preference  list. 
With  the  opening  of  the  high  school  pool-fieldhouse, 
swimming  has  become  extremely  popular.  The 
Commission  has  opened  this  facility  to  all  residents  of 
Acton  and  Boxborough  for  recreational  use;  i.e.  Monday 
through  Friday  evenings,  Saturday  and  Sunday 
afternoons  throughout  the  year.  The  Commission  has 
appointed  a  committee  composed  of  Acton  and 
Boxborough  residents  to  suggest  policies,  procedures  and 
resolutions  of  problems  concerning  the  use  of  this  facility 
during  recreational  swim  hours.  Their  suggestions  are 
subject  to  an  official  vote  of  the  Commission. 

In  addition  to  recreational  swimming  and  open  gym, 
the  Commission  also  sponsors  a  town  swim  team  (open 
to  all  levels  of  ability  after  passing  a  basic  water  skill  test), 
adult  swim  lessons,  Saturday  morning  children's  swim 
lessons,  and  a  greatly  expanded  summer  swim  program. 
Acton  and  Boxborough  residents  are  fortunate  to  have  a 
very  cooperative  School  Committee  and  Superintendent 
who  support  and  encourage  after-school  hours  use  of  the 
school  facilities. 

Pool-Fieldhouse  Average  Daily  Attendance 

1974  120  (opening  in  March  1974) 

1975  66 

1976  58 

1977  60 

Future  plans  for  swimming  will  emphasize  expanded 
programs  and  new  activities,  depending  on  available  time. 
The  Commission  has  always  hoped  that  some  area  will  be 
suitable  for  an  outdoor  swimming  facility.  While  there  are 
no  present  plans  or  suggestions,  perhaps  an  opportunity 
will  arise  sometime  in  the  future. 


Summer  Playground 

This  program  has  been  greatly  expanded.  The 
playgrounds  are  now  supervised  in  the  summer  for  eight 


weeks,  Monday  through  Friday,  from  9:00  A.M.  to  3:00 
P.M.  Program  registration  has  risen  from  405  in  1973  to 
over  800  in  1977.  In  addition  to  the  regular  activities  and 
an  expanded  arts  and  crafts  program,  trips  to  Whalom 
Park,  Fenway  Park,  Worcester  Science  Center,  Boston 
Museum  of  Science,  Peabody  Museum,  Crane's  Beach, 
Stoneham  Zoo  and  the  New  England  Aquarium  were 
sponsored  by  the  department.  Other  special  events 
included  a  Magic  Show,  talent  shows,  cockouts,  Dr. 
Pepper  Days,  Juggling  exhibitions,  pet  shows,  award 
days,  a  kite  clinic  and  the  annual  playground  Olympics.  All 
the  playgrounds  also  participate  in  a  town  wide  baseball, 
Softball,  kickball  and  soccer  league. 

The  baseball  clinic  introduced  this  year  was  popular 
and  will  be  continued  individual  playgrounds  was  as 


Goward  Field 
Gardner  Field 
Elm  Street 
Jones  Field 

Total 


231 
204 
191 
175 

801 


School  Intermural 

The  role  of  the  Recreation  Department  in  intermural 
programs  is  to  offer  programs  to  supplement  the  regular 
school  programs.  The  basketball,  flag  football  and  soccer 
programs  are  still  popular  and  will  continue.  Additional 
programs,  as  needed,  will  be  offered  at  respective  school 
locations. 

Facilities/Sites 

The  Commission  is  still  using  the  standards 
recommended  by  the  National  Recreation  and  Parks 
Association.  The  guidelines,  developed  by  professionals 
in  the  recreation  field,  are  once  again  listed  for  reference 
and  planning. 


Summary  off  NRPA  Standards  for  Recreation  Land  Use 
by  Classification  and  Population  Ratio 


Classification 
Playlots 

Vest  Pocket  parks 
Neighborhood  parks 
District  parks 
*  Not  applicable 


1000  People 


2.5 
2.5 


Range 
2500  sq.  ft. 
to  1  acre 
2500  sq.  ft. 
to  1  acre 
Min.  5  acres 
up  to  20  acres 
20-100  acres 
50,000 


500-2500 
5002500 
2000-10,000 
10,000 


Sub  neighborhood 
Sub  neighborhood 
V4-V2  mile 
V2-3  miles 
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Illustration  of  NRPA  (Minimum)  Standards  Applied  to  1982  Acton 

Population  of  25,000 


Total  Projected  Land  Area:  150  Acres 


XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 


KEY 


Patience  MacPherson  prepares  to  throw  oat  the  first  hall  at  dedication  of  new  backstop  at  the  Taylor  Road  Ballfield. 
The  Lion's  Club  donated  the  backstop  in  memory  of  the  late  Charles  D.  MacPherson. 
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The  following  chart  shows  the  size,  location  and  controlling  authority  of  town  recreation  facilities. 

RECREATION  FACILITIES 


Active  Recreation 
Goward  Field  Playground 
Gardner  Field  Playground 
Jones  Field  Playground 
Taylor  Road  Ballfield 
Elm  Street  Playground 
Douglas  School  Playground 
Gates  School  Playground 
Merriam  School  Playground 
McCarthy-Towne  Playground 
Conant  School  Playground 
Acton-Boxborough  Regional 

Athletic  Facilities 
Great  Hill  Recreation  Area 

Total  Acres 
Passive  Recreation 
Great  Hill  Recreation  Area 
Spring  Hill  Area 
Other  Conservation  Land 
Town  Forest 
Town  Forest 

Total  Acres 
Proposed  Active  Recreation  Areas 
Conant  School  Ballfield 
Taylor  Road  Recreation  Area 
Waterside  Park 
Acton  Center  Park 

Total  Acres 


Acres 
1.7 
1.6 
3.0 
1.5 
8.0 
2.0 
5.0 
2.0 
2.0 
5.0 

20.0 
5.0 
56.8 

180.0 
170.0 
500  + 
22.0 
49.0 
921.0 

1.5 
10.0 
34.0 
10.0 
55.5 


Location 
Woodbury  Lane 
Mass.  Avenue 
Martin  Street 
Taylor  Road 
Elm  Street 
Elm  Street 
Spruce  Street 
Charter  Road 
Mass.  Avenue 
Taylor  Road 

Charter  Road 
School  Street 


School  Street 
Spring  Hill  Road 

Bulette  Road 
Quarry  Road 


Taylor  Road 
Taylor  Road 
High  Street 
Wood  Lane 


Controlling 
Authority 

Recreation  Commission 

Recreation  Commission 

Recreation  Commission 

Recreation  Commission 

Recreation  Commission 

Acton  School  Committee 

Acton  School  Committee 

Acton  School  Committee 

Acton  School  Committee 

Acton  School  Committee 

Acton-Boxborough  Regional 

School  Committee 

Conservation  Commission 


Conservation  Commission 
Conservation  Commission 
Conservation  Commission 
Town  Forest  Commission 
Town  Forest  Commission 


Acton  School  Committee 
Recreation  Commission 
Recreation  Commission 
Conservation  Commission 
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2.  Vest  Pocket  Lots: 

The  Commission  continues  to  review  new  subdivision 
plans  and  select  areas  that  are  appropriate  for 
recreation  purposes  (vest  pocket  lots)  within  the  sub- 
division. These  lots  are  reserved  for  three  years,  as 
required  by  the  Subdivision  Bylaw  of  the  Acton 
Planning  Board,  for  purchase  by  the  town  if  desired. 
Although  none  of  these  lots  have  been  acquired  by  the 
town,  the  Commission  will  continue  to  place  this  type 
of  article  on  the  Warrant  for  voting  purposes.  The 
Commission  appreciates  the  cooperation  of  the 
Planning  Board  regarding  land  use  in  these 
developments. 

3.  Capital  Improvements: 

At  Goward  Field,  a  volleyball  court  was  outlined  and 
standards  installed;  a  basketball  post  and  backboard 
were  installed;  a  baseball  backstop  and  new  play- 
ground equipment  were  erected.  At  Jones  Field, 
drainage  work  was  completed  and  new  bleachers  and 
playground  equipment  installed.  At  Elm  Street  Field, 
new  basketball  posts  and  bleachers  were  erected, 
drainage  work  completed,  and  new  playground 
equipment  installed.  Gardner  Field  received  new 
playground  equipment. 
Spring  Hill 

This  171  acre  parcel  of  land  was  purchased  by  the 
Conservation  Commission  and  is  located  at  the  end  of 
Spring  Hill  Road  in  East  Acton.  Several  trails  have  been 
cleared  and  are  in  use  on  a  year  round  basis  for  hiking, 
horseback  riding,  and  ski  touring.  This  site  has  limited 
potential  for  recreational  use  but  will  continue  to  be 
available  for  the  activities  presently  offered. 
Great  Hill 

This  land  was  purchased  by  the  Conservation 
Commission  and  is  an  185  acre  area  bounded  by  Main 
Street  (Route  27)  on  the  west,  Massachusetts  Avenue 
(Route  111)  and  Route  2  on  the  north.  Piper  Road  on  the 
east,  and  School  Street  on  the  south.  As  suggested  in  the 
1972  Master  Plan,  a  professional  survey  was  conducted 
to  determine  the  site  potential.  This  was  awarded  to 
Kallstrom/Anderson,  Inc.  of  Belmont  who  produced  a 
Site  Analysis  Report  of  the  entire  area.  At  the  Annual 
Town  Meeting  of  1974  money  was  voted  for  the 
Playgrounds 
1 .  Location: 

At  the  present  time  there  are  four  playgrounds  that 
offer  a  formal  summer  recreation  program.  These  are: 
Goward  Field  located  behind  the  Town  Hall; 
Jones  Field  located  at  the  comer  of  Martin  Street  and 

Stow  Street  in  South  Acton 
Gardner  Field  located  on  Massachusetts  Avenue 

near  West  Acton  Center; 
Elm  Street  Field  located  on  Elm  Street  adjacent  to  the 
Douglas  School. 

There  are  other  playgrounds  with  slides,  swings  and 
climbing  apparatus  available  at  the  Merriam  School. 
Conant  School,  Gates  School.  Douglas  School  and 
McCarthy  Towne  School. 


design  and  develoDment  of  Phase  One.  This  included  an 
entrance  way  beside,  and  a  parking  lot  behind,  the  South 
Acton  Fire  Station  on  School  Street,  and  leveling,  grading 
and  seeding  of  a  large  open  area.  Upon  completion  in  the 
spring  of  1977,  picnic  tables  were  installed  and  volunteer 
groups  such  as  the  Boy  Scouts,  Girl  Scouts,  Camp  Fire 
Girls,  and  the  Junior  Women's  Club  cleared  trails  for 
hiking  and  cross-country  skiing.  The  Commission  wishes 
to  thank  them  for  their  time  and  effort,  which  was  greatly 
appreciated. 

Future  plans  are  being  formulated  for  Phase  Two  of 
this  project  for  more  active  recreational  facilities  on  this 
large  tract  of  land. 
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GREAT  HILL  RECREATION  AREA    ACTON,  MASSACHUSETTS 

ACTON    RECREATION  COMMISSION  K  ALLS  T  ROM /AMCCRSON  MC      I  A  NDSC  APE  A  ROM  1 1  EC  TS    PARK  »  H(  CRt  AT  ON  t  OwMk  TANT  S      WiMONT  MASS 
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Landfill/Taylor  Road 

Plans  to  develop  the  Sanitary  Landfill  into  a  large  flat 
area  suitable  for  a  variety  of  team  and  ball-oriented  sports, 
as  reported  in  the  1972  Master  Plan,  have  been 
abandoned,  as  a  decision  was  made  to  prolong  the  life  of 
the  landfill.  Consequently,  priority  was  given  to  the  Taylor 
Road  area  where  a  new  ball  field  was  built  and  completed 
in  1976.  Plans  are  now  being  formulated  to  construct 
additional  ballfields  and/or  tennis  courts  and  a  soccer  field 
on  this  land  which  is  adjacent  to  the  landfill  and  near 
Route  2. 

Waterside  Park 

In  the  1972  Recreation  Master  Plan  and  Report,  the 
Commission  recognized  the  preferences  for  outdoor 
water  related  recreational  activities  and  concurrently 
acknowledged  the  lack  of  such  facilities.  In  response  to 
this  variance  between  the  desires  and  the  available 
facilities,  the  Commission  appointed  an  Associate 
Commissioner,  John  Folsom,  to  research  and  make 
recommendations  for  appropriate  development  and 
activities. 

As  a  result,  a  study  including  a  comprehensive  survey 
of  possible  sites,  has  been  compiled.  A  site  suitable  for 
development  as  a  town  park  featuring  water-related 
recreation  has  been  identified  and  a  design  proposal  plan 
prepared. 

The  site,  comprising  of  some  34  acres,  is  located  in  the 
southeast  sector  of  Acton  and  coincidentally,  in  an  area 
where  recreational  demands  have  increased  due  to  the 
residential  growth  nearby. 

Powder  Mill  Pond  Waterside  Park  will  have  over  1 ,600 
feet  of  frontage  on  the  20  +  acre  pond.  The  pond  is  also 
part  of  the  Assabet  River.  Acquisition  and  access  costs 
are  nil.  The  site  has  been  owned  by  the  town  but  unused 
for  ten  years.  It  is  bordered  by  Adams  Street  and  High 
Street,  thus  eliminating  access  difficulties. 

The  design  plan  features  a  broad  range  of  activities 
suitable  for  all  age  groups.  The  park  will  provide 
passive  recreation  as  well  as  opportunities  for  active 
recreation  and  will  be  developed  with  unobtrusive 
predominantly  natural  landscaped  features  for  use  by  the 
entire  town.  Because  the  activities  and  their  locations 
within  the  design  plan  are  compatible  with  the  site 
characteristics,  a  cost  effective  recreational  development 
is  possible.  Futhermore.  the  cost  will  be  minimized  by 
staging  the  development  over  a  five-year  period  with  the 
higher  expenditures  occuring  last  in  order  to  be  absorbed 
by  a  larger  and  higher  value  taxable  base. 

The  activities  and  features  that  will  result  when  fully 
developed  will  include  the  following: 

Children's  play  area 
Sledding 

Vistas  and  vantage  resting  areas 
Off  street  parking  areas 
Tennis  courts 
Basketball  courts 
Ice  Skating 


Several  other  activities  are  also  possible,  notable 
among  these  are  swimming  and  cycling. 

At  present  the  water  quality  of  the  Assabet  River  is 
rated  in  this  location  as  Class  "C".  This  means  it  is 
suitable  for  recreational  boating,  secondary  water  contact 
recreation,  and  has  good  aesthetic  values.  The  original 
outlook  for  upgrading  to  Class  "B"-Swimmable  by  1983  is 
still  the  goal  of  State  and  Federal  authorities.  If  at  some 
future  date  this  goal  is  reached  swimming  in  a  controllable 
riverside  pool  is  a  distinct  possibility.  Bicycle  paths  are 
another  possibility.  The  linear  nature  of  the  waterside 
park  lends  itself  ideally  to  development  for  a  link  in  a 
series  of  other  proposed  town-wide  bike  paths. 
Access  to  Assabet  River 

An  offer  from  the  Acton/Concord  Squash  Club  for  an 
easement  over  their  property  for  access  to  the  Assabet 
River  for  canoe  launching  was  made,  and  the  town 
accepted  it  in  1977.  This  area  is  located  in  the 
Acton/Concord  Industrial  Park  off  Route  62. 


Acton  Town  Forest  and  Veterans  Memorial 
Recreation  Area 

Many  residents  may  be  unaware  that  the  1967  Town 
Meeting  voted  to  rename  the  town  forest  located  east  of 
Route  2  and  shown  in  the  Town  Atlas  as  Parcels  12  and 
16,  sheet  D-3,  as  the  Acton  Town  Forest  and  Veterans 
Memorial  Recreation  Area  to  commemorate  all  Acton 
veterans  who  have  served  their  country  in  time  of  war. 
These  sites  are  presently  suitable  for  passive  recreation. 
There  are  no  plans  to  change  these  natural  areas  as  they 
should  remain  as  a  living  memorial  to  our  veterans. 
Costs 

There  are  some  general  policies  that  the  Commission 
has  agreed  upon  for  several  years.  First  of  all,  there  shall 
be  no  charge  for  the  summer  playground  programs, 
except  for  the  special  field  trips;  secondly,  the  pool- 
fieldhouse  complex  expenses  shall  be  paid  through 
memberships  and  daily  charges  by  those  who  use  the 
pool;  thirdly,  all  adult  recreation  programs  shall  have  a 
charge  commensurate  with  the  cost  so  that  those 
programs  are  self-supporting,  including  the  Softball 
League  that  is  charged  for  the  electricity  used  at  the  Elm 
Street  Field;  and  fourthly,  the  Children's  Swim  Lessons 
will  have  only  a  nominal  charge  to  insure  participation  and 
responsibility.  An  important  fact  to  remember  is  that 
Acton  does  not  have  a  revolving  fund.  Therefore,  income 
received  in  one  year  does  not  reduce  the  tax  rate  in  that 
year,  but  in  the  following  year. 
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Program  and  Administrative  Costs  from  1973  to  1977: 

School  Program 

Expenditures  _       Rental  _  Revenue  Net  Cost 

1/1/73  6/30/74  (18  mos.)                 84,240.00  2,304.00  31,762.00  50,174.00 

7/1/74 -6/30/75  (12  mos.)                 73,997.00  6,236.00  35,153.00  32,608.00 

7/1/75  6/30/76  (12  mos.)                 88,869.00  4,541.00  38,141.00  46,187.00 

7/1/76  -  6/30/77  (12  mos.)                 89,921.00  5,400.00  37,076.00  47,445.00 


Capital  Improvement  and  Development,  1973-1977 

The  following  figures  show  what  was  spent  from  articles  authorized  by  the  town  meetings: 

Article  34  Article  32  Article  18 

Recreation  Area  1973  1974  1972 

Great  Hill  6,435.00  74,598.66 

Taylor  Road  6,675.00 
Jones  Field  1,500.70 

Elm  Street  Field  426.86  1,196.67 


Total  Article  Expense  15,037.58 
Balance  in  Article  8,462.42 

Total  Authorized  23,500.00 

Included  in  the  1975  budget  was  $1,395.00  for 
bleachers  and  in  the  1976  budget,  $1,995.00  for 
equipment  to  maintain  recreational  areas.  Because  of  the 
economic  climate  the  past  two  years,  the  Selectmen  have 
followed  a  policy  of  no  personnel  additions  nor  capital 
outlay  expenditures. 
Land  Acquisition,  1973-1977 

No  land  has  been  bought  by  the  town  for  specific 
recreation  use  during  this  period.  In  1975,  an  article  to 
acquire  for  recreation  purposes  the  Collins  land  behind 
498  Main  Street,  and  the  land  in  Putnam  Park  was 
supported  actively  by  the  Recreation  Commission.  This 
article  failed  to  pass. 

In  1976,  The  Conservation  Commission  bought  from 
Dr.  and  Mrs.  Bridges  33  acres  of  land  which  is  located  in 
back  and  at  the  end  of  Wood  Lane,  part  of  which  may  be 
used  for  active  recreation. 

In  1977,  the  Commission  examined  two  parcels  of  land 
which  were  offered  to  the  town  for  purchase.  One  parcel 
is  located  in  West  Acton  where  the  town  already  has 
adequate  recreational  facilities,  and  the  other  lot  has  only 
minimum  recreational  potential.  Threrefore,  these  parcels 
are  not  being  considered  for  acquisition.  It  is  the 
consensus  of  the  Commission  that  money  should  be 
spent  on  development  of  the  land  the  town  already  owns. 

Program  and  Administrative  Costs, 
1978-1982 

The  Pool-Fieldhouse  memberships  (both  family  and 
single)  and  daily  fees  will  be  increased  starting  January 
1978  in  order  to  keep  this  program  self-supporting  by 
those  who  take  advantage  of  it.  As  costs  rise,  necessarily 
the  fees  will  continue  to  rise. 

Except  for  the  usual  increases  in  step  and  cost  of  living 
raises,  the  Commission  forsees  no  large  expenditures  in 
this  area  in  the  next  five  years. 


Total 
81,033.66 
6,675.00 
1,500.70 
1,623.53 

74,598.66  1,196.67 
12,651.34  1,903.33 

87,250.00  3,100.00 

Capital  Improvement  and  Development, 
1978-1982 

The  Commission  has  plans  for  the  improvement  and 
development  of  several  parcels  of  town -owned  land. 
Improvements  to  existing  playgrounds  include: 

1.  A  shade  shelter  for  the  Elm  Street  playground.  There 
is  an  urgent  need  for  this  and  the  estimated  cost 
is  under  $2,000.00 

2.  A  small  blacktop  area  at  Gardner  Field  to  provide  a 
playing  area  for  hard  court  games. 

3.  Reconstruction  of  a  ballfield  at  the  Conant  School 
property  with  the  cooperation  of  the  School 
Committee,  Engineering  Department  and  Highway 
Department. 

Development  plans  are  as  follows: 

1.  To  construct  more  ballfields,  tennis  courts  and  a 
soccer  field  at  the  Taylor  Road  site.  The  Little  League 
of  Acton  has  generously  offered  its  financial 
assistance  with  regard  to  new  ballfields,  for  which  we 
extend  our  appreciation. 

2.  Implementation  of  the  Waterside  Park  plans.  Since  the 
Commission  is  very  enthused  about  this  multiple  land 
use  concept,  it  will  initiate  the  various  phases  of 
development.  At  the  1978  annual  town  meeting,  an 
appropriation  will  be  requested  in  order  to  build  a 
small  parking  area  and  an  adequate  access  for  non 
motorized  boats. 

3.  Phase  II  of  Great  Hill.  This  might  include  an  additional 
access  to  the  area  and  parking,  playfields,  trails  and 
a  sliding  hill.  The  Soil  Conservation  Service  is 
presently  gathering  data  for  a  proposed  pond  in  the 
area. 

4.  Construction  of  Bicycle  Paths.  A  town  committee 
has  been  appointed  to  evaluate  needs  and  recommend 
locations  for  bicycle  paths.  Recreation  Commissioner, 
Deven  Scott,  has  been  appointed  as  the  Commission 
liaison  to  the  committee. 
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Land  Acquisition,  1978-1982 

Since  the  Selectmen  have  indicated  to  us  that  at  some 
time  in  the  future  Goward  Field  will  be  used  as  a  parking 
lot  for  the  expanded  facilities  of  the  Town  Hall,  the 
Commission  will  be  planning  for  replacement  of  this 
playground.  Goward  Field  is  very  popular  with  the 
children  from  the  spring  through  fall;  therefore,  it  is 


imperative  that  a  suitable  alternative  site  be  provided.  The 
Commission  will  consider  instituting  a  new  playground 
program  at  the  Conant  School  sometime  in  the  future  to 
try  to  relieve  the  already  over-crowded  Goward  Field. 

The  Commission  would  be  pleased  to  accept  a  gift 
of  land  for  recreational  purposes  from  any  citizen. 


Above:  Special  Event  Day  for  the  Acton  Playground  Program.  Below:  A  performance  of  the 
Loco-Motion  Circus  sponsored  by  the  Recreation  Commission. 


Summary 

If  all  elements  of  this  plan  are  carried  out  according  to 
schedules  presently  conceived,  the  Town  of  Acton  will  be 
close  to  meeting  the  recreational  needs  of  its  citizens.  In 
actuality,  of  course,  almost  no  plan  proceeds  over  a 
period  of  time  without  some  modification  or  revision.  At 
the  onset,  therefore,  this  plan  was  conceived  as  a  flexible 
instrument  capable  of  providing  a  varity  of  alternatives  to 
meet  whatever  patterns  of  change  in  community  interests 
evolve  over  the  next  five  years.  The  plan's  schedule  is 
flexible  as  well:  phases  of  development  can  proceed  at 
whatever  pace  the  town  wishes  and  believes  it  can  afford. 

The  Recreation  Commission  hopes  that  this  plan 
presents  the  community  with  sufficient  reason  to  continue 
their  support  for  the  programs  and  development  of 
facilities. 

Charles  Morehouse,  Chairman 
Beatrice  Perkins,  Vice-Chairman 
Deven  Scott,  Commissioner 
William  Avril,  Commissioner 
John  Folsom,  Associate  Commissioner 
Thomas  Haggerty,  Director 
Barbara  Woodward,  Secretary 
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Town  Engineer 

The  Engineering  Department  staff  consists  of  Ralph  W. 
Herrick,  Jr.  P.E.  &  R.L.S.,  Town  Engineer;  David  F. 
Abbt,  R.L.S.,  Assistant  Town  Engineer;  Eric  K.  Durling 
and  William  D.  Boston,  Engineering  Assistants;  Mark  S. 
Bailey,  Roadman  and  Donna  Stacy,  Secretary. 

The  most  important  project  to  occupy  our  time  this 
year  was  the  construction  of  the  South  Acton  Commuter 
Rail  Parking  Facility.  We  provided  field  stakeout  and 
engineering  supervision  for  all  phases  of  construction. 
The  Highway  Department  did  an  outstanding  job  in 
completing  the  first  phase  of  construction.  We  especially 
note  the  valiant  effort  of  Edward  Brown  who  operated  the 
bulldozer  and  the  grader.  We  also  coordinated  with  the 
M.B.T.A.  the  construction  of  the  new  loading  platform, 
which  was  also  constructed  by  Highway  Department.  The 
parking  lot  was  officially  opened  on  December  12th.  The 
final  phase  of  construction  will  be  completed  next  year. 
This  will  include  final  paving,  curbs,  landscaping  and 
additional  commuter  facilities  (shelters,  bike  racks,  walks, 
etc.). 

As  usual,  a  large  portion  of  our  time  this  year  was 
occupied  by  Acton's  waste  disposal  problems.  We 
continued  our  monitoring  of  the  Forest  Road  Sanitary 
Landfill.  This  is  accomplished  by  semi-annual 
topographic  surveys.  Our  reports  to  the  Massachusetts 
Department  of  Environmental  Quality  Engineering 
indicate  that  our  rate  of  filling  is  slightly  below  the 
anticipated  rate  and  this  landfill  should  last  until  the  spring 
of  1982  as  we  originally  estimated. 

Approximately  80%  of  the  design  for  the  new  landfill 
on  Quarry  Road  is  completed.  These  plans  will  provide  for 
about  13  years  of  operation.  We  anticipate  submitting 
these  plans  for  State  approval  next  year.  Hopefully  with 
this  amount  of  lead  time  we  will  be  ready  to  begin 
operations  in  1982. 

We  have  begun  a  study  to  determine  the  most  suitable 
method  of  delivering  the  solid  waste  material  to  the 
proposed  Quarry  Road  Sanitary  Landfill.  The  alternatives 
include: 

1.  A  transfer  station  at  the  Forest  Road  Landfill 
location; 

2.  Town-wide  trash  collection,  possibly  combined  with 
garbage;  and 

3.  Additional  access  to  the  Quarry  Road  site  so  that 
the  Board  of  Health's  restriction  on  private  vehicle 
access  could  be  lifted. 

All  of  the  above  may  be  in  combination  with  some  form 
of  mandatory  recycling.  The  future  means  of  solid  waste 
collection  and  disposal  in  Acton  represents  a  sizable 
financial  commitment,  so  the  final  choice  of  alternatives  is 
critical. 

Construction  work  proceeded  fitfully  at  the  town's 
septage  disposal  area  in  North  Acton,  although  routine 


maintenance  was  carried  out  and  the  area  is  operating 
smoothly.  Construction  of  four  new  sludge  lagoons  was 
completed  as  well  as  construction  of  additional  sand  beds 
for  effluent  leaching.  We  anticipate  final  construction  and 
clean-up  work  as  well  as  installation  of  the  perimeter 
fence  next  year.  The  town  has  continued  with  the  policy 
of  charging  $2.00/1000  gal.  of  septage  as  a  dumping  fee 
and  also  with  keeping  a  full  time  custodian  at  the  facility. 
An  Article  will  be  placed  on  the  warrant  for  continuation 
of  construction  as  approved  by  Massachusetts 
Department  of  Environmental  Quality  Engineering. 

Work  for  the  Cemetery  Commissioners  this  year 
consisted  principally  of  an  extensive  survey  to  determine 
the  exterior  property  lines  of  Woodlawn  Cemetery,  as  well 
as  to  update  and  correct  the  existing  topographic  plans  of 
the  cemetery.  These  revised  plans  were  provided  to  the 
design  consultant  selected  by  the  Commissioners  so  they 
could  prepare  a  future  development  plan  of  Woodlawn 
Cemetery.  Similiar  work  was  started  for  Mt.  Hope 
Cemetery  and  revised  plans  will  be  ready  early  next  year. 
We  also  staked  out  and  drafted  detailed  plans  of  section  8 
in  Woodlawn  Cemetery. 

This  department  received  and  reviewed  the  Flood 
Insurance  Study  for  Acton  prepared  by  the  U.S. 
Department  of  Housing  and  Urban  Development.  We 
made  specific  field  checks  of  some  elevations  and  we  are 
now  in  the  process  of  transferring  the  data  to  the  Town 
Contour  Maps.  This  report  will  require  a  revision  of  the 
town's  Flood  Plain  Zoning  to  comply  with  HUD 
requirements. 

We  did  the  survey  and  design,  prepared  the  contract 
documents,  and  supervised  the  reconstruction  of  the 
concrete  sidewalk  and  installation  of  granite  curbing  on 
Massachusetts  Avenue  and  Central  Street  in  West  Acton. 

We  prepared  the  plan  and  layout  documents  for  the 
Taylor  Road-Minot  Avenue  Intersection  relocation.  We 
anticipate  construction  at  this  location  next  year. 

Subdivisions  are  reviewed  and  inspected  by  the 
Engineering  Department  from  initial  submission  to 
completion  of  the  roads.  When  the  plan  is  submitted  a 
comprehensive  engineering  evaluation  of  all  aspects  of  a 
proposed  subdivision  is  made  based  upon  the  current 
Planning  Board  Rules  and  Regulations.  This  year 
Ridgewood  Estates,  Colonial  Acres  II  and  Cedar 
Meadows  were  reviewed  in  this  manner.  Subdivision 
roads  under  construction  this  year  that  were  inspected  by 
this  department  were  Knox  Trail  (Concord  Acton  Park), 
Lothrop  Road,  Wayside  Lane,  Torrington  Lane  (Central 
Estates),  Jackson  Drive  (Patriots  Hill  Section  IV)  Grist 
Mill  Road,  Windemere  Drive  and  Woodchester  Drive 
(Colonial  Acres)  and  Silver  Hill  Road  (Ridgewood 
Estates).  Bond  estimates  were  also  prepared  as  requested 
by  the  Planning  Board  to  cover  the  cost  of  uncompleted 
work  on  subdivision  roads  prior  to  the  lots  being  released 
for  building. 
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Setting  and  maintaining  granite  road  bounds  at  the 
beginning  and  ends  of  curves  on  the  exterior  sidelines  of 
streets  is  a  continuing  project  for  the  Engineering 
Department.  These  bounds  are  set  and  maintained 
according  to  Massachusetts  General  Laws  Chapter  86, 
section  1 ,  on  laidout  roads  to  delineate  the  road  right-of- 
way  and  thereby  aid  abutting  property  owners  and  private 
surveyors  in  establishing  property  lines.  This  year  road 
bounds  were  replaced  on  Long  Ridge  Road  (8)  West  Road 
(1),  and  two  bounds  were  reset  by  the  County  Engineers 
on  Concord  Road. 

New  street  and  zoning  maps  were  drafted  for  the 
Planning  Board.  These  maps  now  show  property  lines  as 
well  as  the  usual  information.  We  also  assisted  the 
Planning  Board  in  drafting  revisions  to  the  Subdivision 
Rules  and  Regulations. 

We  continued  work  on  the  "Bridges  Property"  for  the 
Conservation  Commission.  This  consisted  of  preparing  a 
two  lot  subdivision  plan  known  as  "Center  Park". 

With  the  assessors'  reevaluation  of  property,  we  were 
called  upon  to  research  and  write  many  letters  concerning 
soil  conditions  (from  the  Town's  Soil  Maps)  and  extent  of 
Flood  Plain  areas  on  individual  properties. 

For  the  Housing  Authority,  we  consulted  on  and 
reviewed  Housing  for  the  Elderly  plans  for  the  building  site 
on  Windsor  Avenue. 

We  co-operated  with  the  Highway  Department  on 
several  drainage  projects.  This  involved  the  survey,  design 
and  stakeout  for  construction  work  on  Highland  Road, 
Duggan  Road  and  Arlington  Street. 

The  reconstruction  of  Central  Street  from  Orchard 
Drive  to  the  railroad  tracks  is  now  complete.  This  work 
was  done  by  Compa-Cetrone  Corp.  under  a  contract  with 
the  State  D.P.W.  In  connection  with  this  work,  the 
Engineering  Department  prepared  plans,  specifications 
and  the  contract  for  the  construction  of  a  field  stone 
masonry  retaining  wall  at  #377  Central  Street. 

Contracts  for  the  public  bidding  of  vehicles  to  be 
purchased  by  the  Town  were  prepared  by  the  department. 

On  a  daily  basis,  the  Engineering  Department  handles 
the  routine  tasks  of  inspecting  street  cuts  related  to  the 
installation  of  utilities  and  driveways,  responding  to 
requests  concerning  drainage  problems,  reviewing  site 
plans,  preparing  street  acceptances,  updating  the  Town 
Atlas,  Flood  Plain  Maps,  Zoning  Maps  and  other  Town 
Maps,  providing  the  general  public  with  information,  and 
assisting  the  various  Town  Boards  and  agencies. 

This  department  will  continue  to  use  its  resources  to 
meet  the  Town's  various  engineering  needs.  We  appreciate 
the  cooperation  received  from  the  other  Town 
Departments,  Boards  and  Committees,  and  anticipate 
further  productive  efforts  in  the  coming  year. 

Ralph  W.  Herrick,  Jr. 
Town  Engineer 


Harvest  time  at  the  Acton  Community  Gardens. 

Town  Forest  Committee 

The  fire  lanes  in  the  Town  Forest  were  checked  for 
underbrush  and  fallen  trees. 

The  sign  was  refitted  and  painted  before  relocating  it  in 
the  Texas  lot.  Public  cutting  of  fire  wood  is  being 
administered  in  these  areas  by  the  Conservation 
Committee. 

Franklin  H.  Charter 
Emery  Nelson 

Tree  Department 

The  Tree  Department  planted  75  shade  trees  along  the 
streets  and  on  private  property.  Evergreen  flowering 
shrubs  were  added  to  trees  planted  on  the  Town 
Common. 

The  snow  storm  of  May  9th  devastated  many  of  the 
older  trees  as  they  were  in  full  leaf.  The  repair  of  this 
damage  may  go  on  for  several  years. 

Removal  and  disposal  of  brush  is  the  greatest  problem 
facing  the  department. 

Dead  and  dangerous  trees  and  branches  are  removed 
along  the  town  ways.  Part  of  this  work  is  done  by  private 
contractors.  All  stumps  of  removed  trees  are  removed 
below  ground  level. 

Franklin  H.  Charter 
Tree  Warden 
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Acton  Youth 
Commission 


The  Acton  Youth  Commission  was  created  in  May  of 
1971.  It  is  made  up  of  seven  members  appointed  by  the 
Town  Manager  with  the  approval  of  the  Board  of 
Selectmen.  The  commission  continues  to  involve  itself 
with  the  needs  of  young  people  of  Acton,  attempting  to 
keep  abreast  of  the  changing  needs  in  this  area. 

To  discover  the  areas  in  which  we  can  function  most 
usefully,  we  are  in  contact  with  local  clergy,  youth 
coordinators  from  other  towns,  educators  and  young 
people  of  Acton. 

The  sponsorship  of  the  Youth  Employment  Service  is 
one  of  the  primary  functions  of  the  Youth  Commission. 
The  Y.E.S.  has  provided  a  valuable  source  of  information 
about  the  needs  of  youth,  and  the  coordinator  is  a  most 
important  representative  at  our  twice  monthly  meetings. 
The  Y.E.S.  report  prepared  by  the  Coordinator,  Liz 
Reeves,  appears  at  the  end  of  this  report. 


The  Commission  enjoys  a  similar  rapport  with  the 
Council  on  Drug  Education  (C.O.D.E.)  and  continues  to 
support  their  program.  The  C.O.D.E.  report  follows  the 
Y.E.S.  report. 

The  activities  of  the  Y.C.  in  the  past  year  are  as 
follows: 

1.  Three  sessions  of  the  C.P.R.,  Basic  life  support 
course  were  ably  taught  by  Bill  Primiano  of  the 
Acton  Fire  Department,  to  students  at  the  high 
school  level.  There  is  an  approximate  enrollment  of 
20  people  in  each  course,  and  a  waiting  list  for  each 
session. 

2.  There  were  three  sessions  of  a  babysitting  course 
given  to  Junior  high  school  students.  It  was  taught 
by  Nancy  Miller,  Junior  high  school  nurse,  and 
visiting  lecturers  from  the  Fire  and  Police  Depart- 
ments and  the  E.M.T.  program.  Graduates  of  this 
course  are  registered  with  and  recommended  by  the 
Y.E.S. 
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3.  The  Y.C.  sponsored  a  Film  Festival  featuring 
student  produced  films.  Awards  were  presented  for 
the  films  at  a  gala  spring  affair.  It  is  hoped  this  will 
be  an  annual  event. 

4.  With  the  aid  of  a  physical  education  consultant 
from  Boston  University,  the  Y.C.  has  marked  a 
Fitness  Trail  modeled  after  European  Par  Cours  at 
the  Spring  Hill  conservation  land  in  North  Acton. 
The  trail  combines  a  jogging  track  and  exercise 
stations  marked  for  use  by  all  ages.  It  will  be 
open  in  the  Spring  for  all  people  in  Acton  to  use. 
The  Recreation  and  Conservation  Commissions 
have  cooperated  in  this  venture. 

5.  In  January  of  1977,  a  Youth  Center  was  opened  at 
Donelan  Hall,  the  generosity  of  St.  Elizabeth's 
Church  and  hard  work  of  a  group  of  students  and 
the  Y.C.  Due  to  the  inclement  weather  of  the  winter 
of  1977,  response  and  attendance  were  erratic 
appropriate  housing  for  the  project. 

6.  We  are  planning  several  Mystery  Tours  this  winter 
for  high  school  students.  The  Y.C.  is  also  co- 
sponsoring  an  alcohol  education  program  (with  the 
Mental  Health  Association  of  Central  Middlesex) 
for  the  parents  of  children  junior  high  age.  The 
program  is  funded  by  the  Massachusetts  Division 
of  Alcoholism.  Also,  in  the  works  is  a  program  to 
help  orient  new  students  to  the  Acton  school 
system,  providing  information  on  town  activities, 
churches,  and  social  opportunities. 

The  Youth  Commission  wishes  to  thank  the  people 
who  have  shared  or  shown  interest  in  working  with  the 
youth  of  Acton  and  have  advised  us  and  helped  support 
our  efforts.  We  actively  encourage  visitor  participation  at 
our  bi-monthly  meetings  held  on  the  first  and  third 
Tuesdays  in  Room  310  in  the  junior  high  at  8:00  p.m. 

Cornelia  Huder,  Chairman 
Helen  Berger 
Robert  Caldwell 
Hayden  Duggan 
Marilu  Nowlin 
Bill  Ryan 


Youth  Employment  Service 

The  Youth  Employment  Service  has  maintained  its 
past  success  rate  in  the  employment  of  local  young 
people.  During  the  period  December  1,  1976,  through 
November  30,  1977,  placements  were  made  in  323  odd 
jobs  and  245  steady  jobs,  Of  these  568  jobs,  152  were 
provided  by  businesses,  and  416  by  homeowners.  There 
were  70  requests  for  the  Y.E.S.  babysitting  list  which  is 
constantly  updated  and  maintained  in  convenient 
neighborhood  listings.  Forty-one  jobs  went  unfilled. 

At  the  end  of  November,  the  Youth  Employment 
Service  had  450  applicants  ranging  in  age  from  13-20. 
Eighty  of  these  applicants  had  applied  in  the  preceding 


three  months.  The  period  of  greatest  hiring  activity 
continues  to  be  in  the  fall  when  businesses  are  replacing 
departing  college  students. 

During  April,  May  and  June  the  Coordinator  and  an 
assistant  personally  contacted  virtually  every  business  in 
Acton  and  Boxborough  seeking  job  opportunities  for 
youths.  A  complete  list  of  Acton/Boxborough  businesses 
was  compiled  and  is  available  to  interested  citizens  by 
contacting  the  Y.E.S.  office  or  members  of  the  Youth 
Commission. 

The  Y.E.S.  is  continuing  as  before  with  one  Job 
Coordinator  and  is  planning  to  rehire  two  Job  Solicitors  in 
April.  The  office  hours  are  weekdays  1-4  p.m.,  September 
1  to  May  31,  and  9  a.m.  to  4  p.m.  during  the  summer 
months.  The  telephone  number  is  263-0123.  The  Y.E.S. 
Staff  would  like  to  thank  the  Acton/Boxborough  Regional 
High  School  and  the  Acton  Youth  Commission  for  their 
steady  help  and  support. 

Questions  regarding  the  service  may  be  addressed  to 
the  Y.E.S.  office  or  the  Acton  Youth  Commission. 

Liz  Reeves 
Coordinator 


Council  on  Drug  Education 

The  town  support  of  CODE  Hotline  Multi-Service 
Center  is  administered  through  the  Youth  Commission. 
CODE  provides  telephone  information,  referral, 
counselling  and  crisis-intervention  to  the  residents  of 
Acton  along  with  seven  other  towns  in  the  area.  All 
services  are  free  and  confidential. 

Along  with  the  Hotline,  CODE  is  providing  drug 
decision-making  workshops  in  the  Acton/Boxborough 
Junior  High  School,  offers  community  outreach  groups,  a 
free  legal  clinic,  an  elderly  telephone  visitation  service  and 
crisis-intervention  training  for  police  departments.  CODE 
also  offers  special  services  such  as  emergency  housing  for 
runaways. 

CODE  services  are  carried  out  by  3Vfc  paid  staff,  a 
Board  of  Directors  who  represent  the  towns  served,  and 
40  volunteers  who  are  the  backbone  of  the  agency.  The 
CODE  drop-in  center  is  open  during  Hotline  hours. 

In  1977,  CODE  received  5,493  calls.  The  top  four 
problem  areas  dealt  with:  personal-parent-teenager,  sex- 
related,  drug/alcohol  and  information/referral. 

CODE  is  supported  by  two  grants  from  the 
Department  of  Mental  Health,  DDR,  funds  received  from 
the  towns  served,  donations,  and  fund-raising  efforts.  The 
Acton  Youth  Commission  and  CODE  maintain  close 
communication  through  meetings,  monthly  newsletters 
and  quarterly  reports. 

Hours  of  the  Hotline  are  9  a.m.-llp.m.  Monday 
through  Friday,  1  p.m. -11  p.m.  on  Saturday,  and  7  p.m- 
11  p.m.  on  Sunday.  A  24-hour  answering  service  is 
available.  The  Hotline  number  is  263-8777. 


Protection  of  Persons  and  Property 
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Acton  Fire 

During  the  past  year,  the  Acton  Fire  Department 
responded  to  a  total  of  1488  calls,  which  was  almost 
identical  to  the  number  of  responses  for  the  preceding 
year.  Fortunately,  however,  the  department  did  not 
experience  a  number  of  large  loss  fires  as  was  the  case  in 
1976.  In  fact,  as  pointed  out  in  the  statistics  following  this 
report,  notable  this  year  was  the  fact  that  the  Town 
experienced  a  fire  loss  of  less  than  1.1%  of  the  total  value 
of  properties  involved  in  fires. 

This  minimal  loss  figure  is  significant,  in  that  as 
recently  as  fifteen  years  ago,  the  department  responded  to 
one  fifth  of  the  number  of  alarms  that  are  handled  now, 
and  yet  in  many  cases  a  total  loss  resulted.  This 
observation  is  not  meant  to  be  demeaning  to  the  fire 
department  of  those  days,  but  rather  to  emphasize  the 
beneficial  results  of  upgrading  manpower,  equipment,  and 
training  to  adequately  cope  with  the  needs  of  the 
community  in  both  firefighting  and  emergency  medical 
services.  Certainly,  the  immediate  response  of 
professional  personnel  has  done  much  to  minimize  losses 
which  in  the  past  might  have  become  more  serious.  This 
is  not  to  say  however,  that  our  fire  losses  have  been 
checked  entirely  by  the  on  duty  force,  as  in  many 


instances  this  would  not  have  been  possible  without  the 
prompt  and  capable  assistance  of  the  call  firefighters  and 
the  Civil  Defense  auxiliary  firefighters. 

The  point  to  be  made  is  that  the  year  of  1977  was  a 
successful  year  from  the  standpoint  of  the  fire  department 
in  that  no  serious  injuries  or  deaths  resulted  to  firefighters 
or  to  persons  involved  in  fires,  and  property  loss  was  kept 
to  a  minimum. 

Maintenance  and  Equipment 

At  the  annual  town  meeting  of  1977,  the  sum  of 
$75,000  was  approved  and  authorized  for  the  purchase 
of  a  replacement  pumper  for  Engine  26,  housed  in  South 
Acton.  The  new  pumper,  purchased  from  the  Continental 
Fire  Trucks  Inc.  of  Hopkinton,  was  delivered  a  mere  five 
months  after  the  awarding  of  the  contract.  After  being 
outfitted,  and  having  personnel  familiarized,  the  new 
pumper  was  placed  into  service  as  Engine  23  on 
December  5,  1977.  The  addition  of  this  pumper 
completes  our  replacement  of  all  first  line  pumpers  in 
service  at  this  time.  Only  the  rescue  truck  and  the  ladder 
truck  among  our  first  line  apparatus  will  need  some 
attention  in  the  near  future. 
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In  reference  to  our  apparatus  needs,  it  is  felt  that  a 
request  will  probably  be  made  next  year  to  replace  the  cab 
and  chassis  for  the  rescue  truck,  retaining  the  present 
body  and  equipment  which  would  still  be  serviceable.  In 
addition  to  the  need  to  upgrade  the  rescue  truck,  it  is  felt 
that  within  two  or  three  years  a  request  will  be  made  to  re 
power  and  re-condition  the  ladder  truck  at  a  cost  of 
approximately  fifty  thousand  dollars,  as  opposed  to  the 
purchase  of  a  new  ladder  truck  which  presently  costs 
approximately  one  hundred  and  thirty  thousand  dollars. 

At  the  present  time,  it  is  hoped  that  the  pick-up  truck 
purchased  in  1971  will  be  replaced.  This  vehicle  had 
approximately  74,000  miles  as  of  December  of  1977,  and 
is  not  considered  to  be  economical  to  remain  in  service. 

Within  the  past  year,  several  serious  mechanical 
problems  were  efficiently  repaired  by  Firefighter  Peter 
Robinson,  the  Department  Mechanic,  and  Firefighter  Carl 
Robinson,  the  Assistant  Department  Mechanic.  These 
repairs,  done  by  departmental  personnel,  at  approx- 
imately one- third  of  the  cost  of  having  the  work 
done  on  a  contractual  basis.  The  increase  in  maintenance 
needs  that  was  experienced  during  the  past  year  are  due 
to  the  increase  in  age,  mileage,  and  number  of  responses 
by  much  of  the  apparatus. 

The  stations  continue  to  be  maintained  in  good 
condition  by  the  permanent  firefighters.  Due  to  the 
cooperation  of  the  Town  Manager,  and  the  Building 
Commissioner  and  his  staff,  a  large  amount  of  minor 
repairs  and  painting  has  been  completed  at  all  three  fire 
stations.    Through    the    efforts    of    the  Highway 


Acton's  new  pumper.  Engine  23. 


Superintendent,  the  front  parking  apron  at  Station  Three 
was  resurfaced.  This  completes  the  resurfacing  of  parking 
areas  at  all  three  stations. 

I  have  requested  the  Building  Commissioner,  through 
his  budget,  to  undertake  fuel  conservation  measures  in  all 
three  stations,  by  the  installation  of  storm  sash.  Also,  I 
have  requested  the  insulation  of  the  attic  area  at  Station 
One  in  Acton  Center. 
Personnel 

During  1977,  there  were  no  additions  to  or  promotions 
within  the  permanent  department.  It  should  be  noted, 
however,  that  through  the  efforts  of  the  Town  Manager 
and  the  Assistant  Town  Manager,  the  town  has  been  able 
to  obtain  four  dispatchers  under  the  C.E.T.A., 
(Comprehensive  Employment  Training  Act.)  program. 
These  dispatchers  have  allowed  the  utilization  of  both 
firefighters  in  Station  Three  for  firefighting  duties,  rather 
than  sending  one  firefighter  out  alone  in  a  $75,000  taxi 
cab,  which  is  virtually  ineffective. 

The  present  permanent  strength  of  the  Acton  Fire 
Department  consists  of  a  Chief,  4  Captains,  a 
Lieutenant/Fire  Prevention  Officer,  and  28  firefighters. 
The  call  force  is  presently  at  the  authorized  strength  of  28 
Call  Firefighters  and  2  Call  Lieutenants. 
Fire  Prevention 

During  1977,  there  were  two  hundred  and  thirty  one  in 
service  inspections  of  businesses,  carried  out  by  the  on 
duty  force.  Although  this  is  a  great  increase  over  the 
number  of  inspections  done  in  the  preceding  year,  the 
point  has  not  been  reached  as  of  yet  where  each  business 
is  inspected  once  a  year.  A  total  of  fourteen  investigations 
were  done  by  the  Fire  Prevention  Officer.  One  hundred 
and  sixty-five  permits  were  issued  during  the  year. 

There  were  a  total  of  thirty  four  programs  conducted 
for  schools  and  scout  groups,  especially  during  Fire 
Prevention  Week.  Also,  there  were  approximately  350 
people,  mostly  children,  who  visited  the  Stations  during 
the  year. 
Training 

The  Training  Division,  under  the  direction  of  the 
Training  Officer,  Firefighter  Bernard  Caouette,  conducted 
a  total  of  2,053  hours  of  training  for  both  the  permanent 
and  call  force.  Although  this  is  an  increase  in  training 
hours  over  the  preceding  year,  this  figure  still  falls  far 
short  of  the  goal  of  100  hours,  per  year,  per  man  for 
training. 
Fire  Alarm 

The  Fire  Alarm  Division,  consisting  of  Captain  Frost, 
the  Fire  Alarm  Superintendent,  and  Firefighters  Robert 
Wetherbee  and  Jack  Tobin,  continues  to  do  an  excellent 
job  of  maintaining  and  expanding  the  municipal  fire  alarm 
system.  Especially  noteworthy  this  past  year  was  the 
Herculean  efforts  exhibited  by  the  division  to  restore  the 
fire  alarm  system  after  the  devasting  ice  storm  in  May, 
which  damaged  over  sixty  per  cent  of  the  system.  The 
system  was  restored  on  a  temporary  basis  within  a  twenty 
hour  period,  and  work  still  continues  to  make  permanent 
repairs. 
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Emergency  Medical  Services 

The  Emergency  Medical  Services  Division  has 
continued  to  function  smoothly  and  provide  excellent 
service  for  the  residents  of  Acton,  and  others  passing 
through  the  Town.  Many  notes  and  compliments  on  this 
excellent  service  have  been  received  from  patients 
transported,  as  well  as  professional  medical  personnel 
involved  with  these  cases. 


Statistics 

Total  number  of  responses  were  as  follows: 

12/  1/75- 
11/30/76 


12/  1/76 
11/30/77 


Residential  Fires 

43 

31 

Multiple  Dwelling  Fires 

16 

9 

Non-Residential  Assembly  Fires 

6 

0 

Mercantile  Fires 

7 

1 

Manufacturing  Fires 

3 

6 

Storage  Fires 

5 

0 

Grass/Brush  Fires 

70 

86 

Miscellaneous 

46 

42 

Motor  Vehiclefires 

34 

48 

False  Alarms 

44 

51 

Accidental  Alarms 

62 

72 

Emergencies/Non-Medical 

21 

39 

Accidents 

145 

71 

Medical  Emergencies 

625 

651 

Investigations 

161 

177 

Special  Services 

201 

184 

Mutual  Aid  Dispatched 

35 

20 

Totals 

1524 

1488 

12/1/75-11  /30/76    1 2/1/76- 1 1 /30/77 


Building  And 

Contents 
Vehicles 

Totals 


$413,416.00 
12,500.00 


$213,616.00 
6,600.00 

$220,216.00 


$425,916.00 
Assessed  Value  of  Property 

Involved:  $  14.014,995.00 

Estimated  Damage  to 
Property:  148,150.00 


Assessed  Value  of  Property 

Involved: 
Estimated  Damage  to 

Property: 

Property  Value  Undamaged:  $138,668,845.00 
Therefore:  Percent  of  Property  Damaged:        1 .06% 
Percent  of  Property  Undamaged:  98.94% 


$  14.014.995.00 


148,150.00 


The  ambulance  service  of  the  Acton  Fire  Department 
was  one  of  the  first  in  the  State  to  be  licensed  under 
Chapter  111C,  dealing  with  the  Regulation  of 
Ambulances  and  Ambulance  Services.  This  was  a  large 
accomplishment  for  the  department,  and  the  majority  of 
the  credit  for  this  should  be  given  to  Firefighter  Malcolm 
Perkins,  the  Emergency  Medical  Services  Coordinator. 
Firefighter  Perkins  is  not  only  responsible  for  the 
licensing,  but  continues  to  do  an  excellent  job  of  general 
management  and  billing  for  the  ambulance  service. 

In  addition  to  management,  a  great  deal  of  the  success 
of  this  program  must  be  credited  to  Firefighter  William 
Primiano,  the  E.M.S.  Training  Coordinator.  Fire  fighter 
Primiano  has  coordinated  a  vigorous  and  comprehensive 
training  program,  which  in  general  has  been  met  with 
enthusiasm  by  all  personnel  involved.  This  training 
program  is  not  only  for  the  purpose  of  maintaining  a 
satisfactory  level  of  performance,  but  is  also  necessary  for 
the  national  recertification  of  Emergency  Medical 
Technicians,  which  is  mandated  to  be  completed  every 
two  years.  The  re-certification  process  is  accomplished  by 
attaining  a  specific  number  of  points  based  upon 
numerous  factors  such  as  attendance  at  training  programs 
and  seminars,  in-service  training,  and  actual  field 
performance.  This  assures  a  high  quality,  uniform  level  of 
performance  on  the  part  of  all  Emergency  Medical 
Technicians. 

In  summary,  I  would  like  to  take  this  opportunity  to 
thank  both  the  Permanent  and  the  Call  Personnel  of  the 
Acton  Fire  Department  for  their  cooperation,  assistance, 
efficiency  and  professionalism  during  the  past  year.  Also, 
I  would  like  to  thank  all  the  other  Department  Heads, 
Town  Officials,  Town  and  Civic  Committees  with  which  I 
have  come  in  contact  with  in  the  past  year  for  their 
cooperation  and  assistance.  Last,  but  not  least,  I  would 
like  to  thank  the  Auxiliary  Fire  Department  of  the  Acton 
Civil  Defense  for  immeasurable  assistance  on  a  number  of 
occasions  dealing  not  only  with  emergency  situations  but 
also  special  service  activities. 


Permits  Issued 

12/1/75-11/30/76 
88 


Oil  Burners 
Blasting 
Flammable 
Gas/Liquid 
Miscellaneous 

Totals 

Monies  Collected 

Permits 

Ambulance  Receipts 
Bond  Receipt 


18 

18 

35 


12/1/76-11/30/77 
85 
34 

17 
29 


159 


165 


$  114.50 
6,725.50 
500.00 

Malcolm  S.  MacGregor 
Chief  of  Department 
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Practice  on  the  Acton  Police  Department  Firing  Range. 


Police  Department 


Personnel 

In  June  of  1977,  Bruce  A  Nadeau  and  Francis  J. 
Widmayer  were  appointed  to  the  position  of  Permanent 
Patrolmen  with  this  department. 

These  positions  were  created  by  the  retirement  of 
Patrolman  Joseph  Sansone  and  the  resignation  of 
Patrolman  Albert  Crowley,  who  is  now  a  member  of  the 
New  Hampshire  State  Police. 

The  town  was  fortunate  in  obtaining  these  two  new 
additions  as  they  brought  several  years  of  active  police 
experience  from  the  Town  of  Westford. 
Training  &  Education 

This  department  presently  has  three  members  with 
Bachelors  degrees  in  Criminal  Law,  two  members  with 
Associate  degrees  in  Criminal  Law  and  seven  members 
currently  attending  classes  working  toward  degrees. 

All  department  members  are  qualified  in  the  use  of 
Firearms  and  In-Service  Training  courses  are  conducted 
periodically  by  two  members  who  are  qualified  firearm 
instructors. 

Throughout  the  year  members  of  this  department  have 
attended  training  sessions  in  the  use  of  all  types  of 
weapons,  fingerprinting,  photography,  crime  scene 
investigations,  arson  and  ident-kit  procedures.  In  addition, 
ten  members  are  now  certified  Emergency  Medical 
Technicians  and  three  members  are  currently  working 
toward  certification. 

Sergt.  Robert  MacLeod  and  Sergt.  Robert  Parisi 
graduated  from  the  Command  Training  Institute  at 
Babson  Institute  on  April  8,  1977,  and  April  29,  1977, 
respectively. 

Sergt.  John  McNiff  attended  a  twelve-week  course  at 
the  F.B.I,  academy  in  Quantico,  Virginia  and  graduated 
on  September  23, 1977. 

Patrolman  Bruce  A.  Nadeau  completed  the  required 
twelve  week  course  at  the  Massachusetts  State  Police 
Academy  and  graduated  on  December  2,  1977. 


Communications 

The  new  110-watt  base  station  was  installed  last 
summer  and  twenty  feet  added  to  our  transmitting  tower. 
The  addition  of  this  new  equipment  has  greatly  increased 
the  operating  power  and  efficiency  of  our  radio  system. 

The  Regional  radio  installation  was  also  completed  last 
summer.  We  now  have  radio  communication  with  fifteen 
surrounding  towns,  as  well  as  the  six  towns  that  are  on 
our  local  frequency. 

The  Regional  system  consists  of  a  base  station,  four 
Mobile  Units,  four  Portables  and  a  desk  console.  This 
equipment  is  valued  at  approximately  $11,000  dollars 
and  was  obtained  through  a  Federal  Grant,  at  a  total  cost 
to  the  town  of  $531.00. 

Alarm  System 

The  new  alarm  system  has  been  installed  and  is 
operating  at  top  efficiency,  thanks  to  the  cooperation  of 
local  merchants  and  the  installing  company.  As  a  result  of 
this  new  system,  we  were  able  to  remodel  the  front  desk 
area  at  no  cost  to  the  town. 
Recommendations 

Again,  I  have  requested  additional  men  to  strengthen 
night  patrols  and  provide  for  a  full  time  Juvenile  Officer. 
At  present  these  requests  are  under  consideration  by  the 
various  town  Administrators  and  Committees  concerned 
with  such  matters. 

In  closing  I  extend  my  thanks  to  all  department 
personnel,  town  administrators,  various  boards, 
committees  and  other  town  departments  who  helped  to 
maintain  the  smooth  and  efficient  operation  of  this 
department  during  the  past  year. 

Last,  but  not  least,  I  thank  all  the  citizens  of  Acton  for 
their  support  and  cooperation  with  their  police 
department. 

Chauncey  R.  Fenton,  Jr. 
Chief  of  Police 
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Motor  Vehicle  Statistics 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents  Covered  by  Department  520 


Motor  Vehicle  Accidents  with  Personal  Injury  105 

Bicycle  Fatals  0 

Bicycle  Accidents  with  Personal  Injury  6 

Pedestrian  Accidents/Fatal  0 

Pedestrian  Accidents/Personal  Injury  4 

Motor  Vehicle/Fatals  0 

Motorcycle  Accidents/Fatal  0 

Motorcycle  Accidents/Personal  Injury  4 


Crimes  or  Complaints  Reported 


Types  of  Crimes 

1975 

1976 

197 

Breaking  and  Entering 

189 

180 

146 

Miscellaneous  Complaints 

239 

255 

159 

Larcenies 

255 

275 

265 

Malicious  Damage 

204 

240 

211 

Stolpn  Motor  Vphiclps/ 

Plates 

95 

49 

85 

Assault  &  Battery 

35 

52 

51 

Stolen  Bikes 

65 

80 

49 

Armed  Robbery 

4 

4 

5 

Motor  Vehicle  Violations 

(arrests) 

45 

89 

163 

Sex  Related  Crimes 

10 

16 

25 

Narcotics 

16 

15 

18 

Suicides 

2 

0 

5 

Counterfeiting  or  Forgery 

11 

5 

5 

Missing  Persons 

7 

8 

9 

Arson 

5 

10 

7 

Miscellaneous  Statistics 


Protective  Custody  Detentions  197 

Emergency  Runs  402 

Traffic  Violations  (Citations  Issued)  1,154 

Summons  Served  within  Town  370 

Summons  Served  out  of  Town  662 


Board  of  Health 


This  last  year  was  again  a  busy  year  for  the  entire 
Board  of  Health,  staff.  There  were  over  1,800  environ- 
mental inspections  during  this  past  year. 

The  major  inspectional  duties  included  septic  system 
plan  review,  septic  system  installation,  site  and  soil 
testing,  restaurants  and  retail  food  stores,  and  housing. 
Public  and  semi  public  pool  inspections  were  conducted 
throughout  the  swimming  season.  A  great  deal  of  staff 
time  was  devoted  to  the  preparation  and  enforcement  of 
legal  orders. 

The  Board  of  Health  and  myself  have  a  strong  com- 
mitment to  our  nursing  service  and  believe  our  nursing 
program  to  be  of  superior  quality.  This  could  only  be  ac- 
complished through  the  hard  work  of  Senior  Nurse 
Florence  Ross,  staff  nurses  Rosemarie  Durkin  and 
Catherine  MasLanka,  and  departed  Supervisor  Susanne 
McRee.  Mrs.  McRee  recently  had  to  resign  when  her 
husband  accepted  a  new  position  in  Connecticut.  The 
Board  and  I  thank  her  for  a  job  well  done. 

I  would  like  to  extend  my  thanks  to  Board  of  Health 
secretary  Karen  Callahan,  Sanitarian  Paul  McNulty  and 
the  nursing  staff  for  their  hard  work  and  support  in 
making  1977  a  very  productive  year  for  the  Board  of 
Health  and  the  Town  of  Acton. 

I  also  wish  to  thank  the  Board  of  Health  for  their  strong 
support  and  guidance  throughout  the  year.  Their  leader- 
ship sets  the  standard  for  the  staff  to  follow. 

The  following  is  my  yearly  report  highlighting  the  ac- 
tivities and  services  for  1977. 


Rabies  Clinic 

The  Acton  Board  of  Health  holds  a  rabies  im- 
munization clinic  in  late  March  or  early  April  of  each  year, 
for  all  dogs  six  months  of  age  or  over.  Under 
Massachusetts  Law,  every  dog  must  be  immunized  once 
every  two  years. 

Mosquito  Control  Program 

The  control  consisted  of  five-plus  foggings  of  the  Town 
by  Ultra-Low- Volume  apparatus  for  the  control  of  adult 
mosquitoes.  Malathion  is  the  pesticide  used  to  accom- 
plish this  purpose. 

Board  of  Health  summer  personnel  did  the  majority  of 
the  fogging  in  the  Town,  along  with  personnel  of  the  Cen- 
tral Massachusetts  Mosquito  Control  Project. 

Source  reduction  work  in  the  form  of  stream,  ditch, 
and  drain  cleaning  and  clearing  was  done  by  both  the 
Control  Project  and  Board  of  Health  employees.  The 
program,  judged  on  the  basis  of  few  complaints,  was 
highly  successful. 

Septic  Tank  Care 

All  residents  in  the  Town  of  Acton  are  reminded  of 
their  responsibility  to  maintain  their  septic  tanks  and  un- 
derground leaching  areas. 

A  septic  tank  system  will  serve  a  home  satisfactorily 
only  if  it  is  properly  located,  designed,  constructed  and 
adequately  maintained.  Even  a  good  system  which  does 
not  have  proper  care  and  attention  may  become  a  nuisan- 
ce and  a  burdensome  expense. 
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Neglect  of  the  septic  tank  is  the  most  frequent  cause  of 
damage  to  the  leaching  systems.  When  the  tank  is  not 
cleaned,  solids  build  up  until  they  are  carried  into  the  un- 
derground leaching  system,  where  they  block  the  flow  of 
the  liquid  into  the  soil.  When  this  happens,  the  leaching 
system  must  be  rebuilt  or  relocated  -  a  costly  under 
taking.  The  precautions  of  periodic  inspection  and 
cleaning  of  the  septic  tank  can  prevent  this  needless  ex- 
pense and  work  by  extending  the  life  of  the  leaching 
systems. 

The  frequency  of  cleaning  depends  on  the  size  of  the 
septic  tank  and  the  number  of  people  it  serves.  A  garbage 
grinder  should  not  be  used  unless  approved  by  the  Board 
of  Health.  With  ordinary  use  and  care,  a  septic  tank 
usually  requires  cleaning  every  two  years.  When  the  total 
depth  of  scums  and  solids  at  the  inlet  exceeds  one-third  of 
the  liquid  depth  of  the  tank,  the  tank  should  be  cleaned. 
The  accumulated  solids  are  ordinarily  pumped  out  by 
companies  which  do  this  work  satisfactorily.  The  solids 
removed  should  be  buried  or  disposed  in  a  manner  ap- 
proved by  your  local  Health  Department  to  avoid  ob- 
noxious odors  and  health  hazards.  There  are  no 
chemicals,  yeasts,  bacteria,  enzymes,  or  other  substances 
capable  of  eliminating  or  reducing  the  solids  and  scum  in  a 
septic  tank  so  that  periodic  cleaning  by  the  homeowner  is 
unnecessary.  Contrary  to  some  beliefs,  the  addition  of 
such  products  is  not  necessary  for  the  proper  functioning 
of  aseptic  tank  disposal  system  and  can  be  harmful  to  the 
leaching  field. 

Garbage  Collection 

The  Town  of  Acton  maintains  a  municipal  garbage 
collection  and  is  based  on  a  once-a-week  collection.  All 
garbage  shall  be  stored  in  a  place  convenient  for  removal. 
Garbage  collectors  are  not  allowed  to  enter  any  building, 
breezeway,  garage,  etc.,  to  pick  up  garbage.  Rubbish 
must  not  be  placed  in  with  the  garbage;  garbage  cans 
should  be  of  adequate  size  and  have  tight  lids.  Paper 
bags,  paper  wrapping  or  other  trash  shall  not  be  deposited 
with  edible  garbage.  Paths  and  garbage  pail  areas  must  be 
free  of  ice  and  snow  and  paths  sanded  for  safe  footing.  All 
garbage  complaints  shall  be  directed  to  the  contractor.  If 
you  do  not  have  satisfaction  after  contacting  the  contrac 


Communicable     Diseases    Reported  for 


1977: 

Animal  Bites  17  Measles  0 

Chicken  Pox  25  Salmonella  0 

German  Measles  1  Syphillis  0 

Gonorrhea  7  Amebic  Dysentery  0 

Mumps  2  Meningitis  1 

Strep  3  Hepatitis  1 

Tuberculosis  1 


Chapter  111,  Section  111  of  the  General  Laws, 
Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  requires  that  all 
communicable  diseases  must  be  reported  to  the  Board  of 
Health,  263-4736. 

i  


tor,  call  the  Board  of  Health  at  263  4736  and  we  will  try 
to  remedy  the  situation.  Please  contact  the  Board  of 
Health  to  begin  this  service. 

Sanitary  Landfill 

The  Town  of  Acton  maintains  a  sanitary  landfill  for 
rubbish  and  trash  disposal.  It  is  located  on  Route  2  just 
West  of  Hosmer  Street,  and  it  is  open  six  days  a  week 
from  8:00  a.m.  to  3:45  p.m.  and  closed  on  Sundays  and 
Holidays.  (Check  schedule  posted  at  entrance  for  summer 
hours.) 

Day  Care  Services 

The  Acton  Board  of  Health  has  again  become  the 
licensing  agency  for  these  services. 

Well  Child  Clinic 

The  Acton  Board  of  Health  is  now  sponsoring  a  free 
"Well  Child  Clinic"  for  Acton  residents,  to  be  given  mon 
thly.  This  is  for  routine  physical  examinations  and  im 
munizations.  This  service  is  not  intended  to  replace  the 
child's  family  physician,  but  increases  health  services  to 
the  young  community. 


Permits  and  Licenses  Issued 

Installers  Permits  26 

Sewerage  Disposal  Permits  160 

Food  Establishments  39 

Temporary  Food  Establishments  14 

Retail  Food  Establishments  27 

Milk  and  Cream  Licenses  50 

Mobile  Food  Server  Permits  7 

Milk  Dealers  18 

Offal  Transport  9 

Commercial  Haulers  Permit  14 

Well  Permits  10 

Public  and  Semi-Public  Swimming  Facilities  12 

Sewerage  Transporter  Permits  15 

Burial  or  Removal  Permits  63 

Plumbing  Permits  227 

Gas  Permits  121 

Privie  Permits  2 

Total  Collected  Miscellaneous  Items  $  3,074.52 

Plumbing  Permits  2,748.00 

Gas  Permits  1,124.50 
Sewerage  Permits  new  116 
repair  44 

other    48  7,385.00 


$14,332.02 
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Well  Senior  Clinic 

This  past  September  we  initiated  a  Well  Senior  Clinic 
which  will  be  held  on  the  fourth  Tuesday  of  every  month 
in  the  West  Acton  Baptist  Church.  The  focus  of  the 
program  will  be  counseling  and  the  educational  aspects 
necessary  to  promote  good  health  for  our  senior  citizens. 
Our  nurses  and  other  health  professionals  are  par- 
ticipating in  the  program.       0l       ^  ..  , 

Steven  Cahchman,  Director 

Donald  Gilberti,  Chairman 

Edwin  Richter 

David  Ogrodnick,  D.D.S. 

Acton  Public  Health 
Nursing  Service 

The  Acton  Public  Health  Nursing  Service,  a  certified 
Home  Health  Agency,  provides  skilled  nursing  in  the 

community  on  a  part  time  basis  in  the  home  and  performs 
nursing  responsibilities  of  the  Board  of  Health. 

The  Public  Health  Nurse's  services  are  available  to  all 
Acton  residents  under  supervision  of  the  individuals 
physician.  These  services  include:  dressings,  injections, 
monitoring  cardiac  patients,  drawing  of  blood  specimens 
for  laboratory  tests,  diabetic  teaching,  guidance  and 
support  of  mothers  and  newborns,  teaching  and 
rehabilitation  of  the  patient  recuperating  at  home, 
teaching  the  family  to  care  for  a  person  in  the  home, 
evaluation  rind  referral  of  clients  to  other  resources. 

The  elderly,  the  sick,  the  convalescent  or  handicapped 
who  remain  at  home  or  return  home  early  from  another 
facility  are  afforded  skilled  care  while  living  close  to  their 
family  and  friends. 

The  Acton  Public  Health  Nursing  Service,  through  con- 
tract with  the  Physical  Therapy  Department  at  Emerson 
Hospital,  will  provide,  with  an  individuals  physician's  or- 
ders, evaluation,  therapy,  and  teaching  in  the  home  for  a 
homebound  or  recuperating  person. 

A  Medical  Social  Worker  is  available,  part-time,  to 
patients  and  their  families  served  by  the  agency  for  home 
v  isits  and  consultation. 

Home  1  lealth  Aides  assist  the  Public  Health  Nurse  by 
performing  unskilled  services  such  as  baths,  shampoos 
and  meal  preparation. 

To  support  these  services,  there  is  a  charge  for  home 
visits.  Many  of  the  visits  and  services  are  fully  or  partially 
covered  by  Medicare.  Medicaid.  Blue  Cross.  Veterans 
Services,  or  private  insurance  policies.  The  nurse  will 
assist  the  client  in  obtaining  financial  coverage.  No  one  is 
refused  service  solelv  on  his  inability  to  pay. 
Fiscal  year  July  1,  1976,  to  June  30,  1977. 
2402  nursing  visits.  1434  visits  to  persons  over  65 
241  individuals  received  nursing  visits 
33  Physical  therapy  visits  to  6  patients 
27  Social  service  home  visits  and  191  consultations 
and  72  telephone  interviews  to  12  patients 
509  Home  Health  Aide  visits  to  19  patients 


Fees  Collected  (Fiscal  -  July  1 ,  1 976,  to 
June  30,  1977) 

Cash  $  4,303.25 

Medicare  18,627.97 
Blue  Cross  3,105.80 
Medicaide  (Welfare)  7,480.80 
Veterans  Services  1,101.00 

Total  34,618.90 
The  Board  of  Health  nursing  programs  and  activities 
are  Town  supported  in  the  areas  of  Communicable 
Disease  Control,  Maternal  and  Child  Health,  Im- 
munization and  Screeing,  Lead  Poisoning  Screening, 
Nursery  and  Day  Care  Center  licensing.  The  emphasis  is 
on  prevention,  early  detection  and  education. 

Communicable  Disease  Control  involves  home  visits 
and  follow-up  to  reported  cases  of  Hepatitis,  Salmonella 
and  Tuberculosis.  The  nurse  assists  the  family  in  under- 
standing and  controlling  the  disease  while  determining  the 
source  of  infection. 

Immunization  and  screening  programs  are  available  for 
education  and  prevention  of  disease. 

1.  Tuberculin  testing  -  ongoing  program  to  any 
resident,  Town  employees,  teachers,  nursery  school 
volunteers  or  business  establishments  requesting  a 
program. 

2.  Lead  screening  -  ongoing  program  to  all  residents, 
preschool  are  recommended  especially  in  the 
Spring. 

3.  Blood  pressure  and  diabetic  screening  two  times  a 
year. 

4.  Well  Senior's  Clinic  -  program  every  month  at  the 
Drop-In  Center,  Baptist  Church. 

5.  Influenza  vaccine  for  Town  employees  and  senior 
citizens  -  one  clinic  and  to  our  patients  in  their 
homes. 

6.  Diptheria  Tetanus  Booster  Program  for  ninth  grade 
students. 

7.  Measles  and  Measles,  Mumps  and  Rubella  clinics- 
assisted  school  nurses  in  recommended 
Massachusetts  Department  of  Public  Health 
program. 

8.  Well  Child  Clinic  (Once  a  month  third  Wednesday) 
Children  107 

Families  77 
Total  visits  173 

Maternal  and  Child  Health 

The  nursing  staff  makes  visits  to  premature  infants  in 
the  home,  and  to  all  mothers  who  request  the  service  or 
whom  a  physician's  referral  is  sent.  1976  1977.  40  visits 
to  premature  infants  were  made. 

The  Well  Child  Clinic  was  established  to  meet  the 
needs  for  preventive  health  services  to  infants  and 
preschool  Acton  residents.  The  clinics,  under  the  super 
vision  of  the  Acton  Public  Health  Nurses,  and  Gene 
Swartz.  M.D..  Medical  Advisor  to  the  Board  of  Health. 
The  clinic  is  staffed  by  Ellen  Bell.  M.D..  and  Ray  Tripp. 
M.D..  Medical  Advisor  to  the  Board  of  Health.  The  clinic 
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is  staffed  by  Ellen  Bell,  M.D.,  and  Ray  Tripp,  M.D., 

Pediatricians,  on  a  rotating  basis.   Routine  physical 

examinations  and  immunizations  are  given. 

Your  nurses  have  been  involved  in  the  following  agen 

cies  and  resources: 

Welfare  Secretary  to  Acton's  Salvation  Army 

Committee 
Acton  Boxborough  School  Health  Program 
Adult  Education  Acton  Boxborough  High  School 
Alcoholics  Unit,  Middlesex  County  Hospital 
Girl  Scouts,  Boy  Scouts,  Cub  Scouts,  and  Bluebirds 
Wheel  A  Meal 
Council  on  Aging 

Minuteman  Home  Care  Corporation 

Drop  In  Center 

Senior  Citizens 

Whitney  Fund 

White  Fund  Committee 

Nursery  Schools 

Church  Schools  and  Clergy 

COPE. 

Concord  Welfare  Department 
Lead  Poisoning  Prevention  Program 
American  Heart  Association 
Beacon  Santa 

Middlesex  Community  College 

(for  educational  credits) 
After  Care  Mental  Health 
American  Cancer  Society 
Concord  Family  Service 
LeLeche  League 

Future  Health  Planning 

1.  Continue  Well  Child  Clinics. 

2.  Blood  Pressure  and  Diabetic  Screening  on  regular 
schedule  for  early  detection  of  Hypertension. 

3.  Support  Glaucoma  Screening  and  research  by 
Acton  Lions  Club. 

4.  Support  resumption  of  Lions  Lazy  Eye  Screening 
Clinics. 

5.  Continue  Lead  Screening  for  young  children. 

6.  Case  finding  for  aged,  shut-in,  who  may  need 
assistance  obtaining  medical  supervision. 

7.  Well  Senior's  Clinic  -  continue  monthly  with 
programs  to  meet  senior's  medical  needs. 

8.  Tuberculin  testing  for  residents  who  desire  this 
service,  especially  those  who  are  teachers  and 
volunteers  working  with  children. 

All  Acton  Board  of  Health  programs  are  directed 
toward  education  and  early  detection  with  appropriate 
referrals  for  particular  health  needs. 

We  wish  to  thank  those  physicians,  service 
organizations,  and  volunteers  who  have  given  so  much  of 
themselves  to  support  our  programs  and  services.  Thanks 
to  the  local  newspapers  who  carry  our  press  releases  at 
no  cost  to  the  Town,  the  Adult  Education  Director  who 
always  finds  more  space  to  include  our  releases. 

A  thank  you  to  Mr.  Farrell.  the  Board  of  Selectmen,  the 


Acton  Board  of  Health  and  the  members  of  the 
Professional  Advisory  Committee. 

Rosemarie  Durkin,  R.N.,        Florence  M.  Ross,  R.N., 
Town  Nurse  Senior  Town  Nurse 

Susanne  E.  McRee,  R.N.,  Catherine  MasLanka,  R.N., 
Supervisor  Town  Nurse 

Karen  A.  Callahan 

Secretary 


Mental  Health  Services 

Walden  Guidance  Association 

The  Walden  Guidance  Association  (WGA)  functions 
as  the  governing  organization  for  its  two  mental  health 
service  units,  the  Eliot  Clinic  and  the  Eliot  Day  Center. 
Eliot  Clinic 

The  Eliot  Clinic  of  the  Walden  Guidance  Association, 
is  the  out-patient  facility  of  the  Concord  Area  Com 
prehensive  Mental  Health  Center,  which  serves  ten  area 
communities. 

The  Clinic  offers  services  to  residents  in  the  area, 
regardless  of  their  ability  to  pay,  their  age  or  sex. 
Services  provided  by  the  Eliot  Clinic  include: 

1.  Intake,  referral,  and  information  services. 

2.  Evaluation  and  treatment  services  for  individuals, 
groups,  and  families. 

3.  Consultation  and  education  services  to  schools, 
legal  and  community  organizations. 

4.  A  Therapeutic  Nursery  School. 

5.  The  Children's  Day  Treatment  Service. 

6.  Mental  retardation  services. 

7.  Volunteer  services. 

The  Clinic  is  open  Monday  -  Thursday  from  8:30  a.m. 
9:00  p.m.  and  Friday  from  8:30  a.m.  -  5:00  p.m.  Fees  are 
based  on  a  sliding  scale,  depending  on  a  families'  ability  to 
pay,  and  the  Clinic  is  eligible  for  third  party  payments,  in- 
cluding CHAMPUS  and  Medicaide.  There  are  no  specific 
"pre-admission"  requirements,  nor  is  there  generally  a 
formal  waiting  list. 

Eliot  Day  Center 

The  Eliot  Day  Center,  the  partial  hospitalization  unit  of 
the  Walden  Guidance  Association,  provides  full  daytime 
comprehensive  services  for  a  wide  rage  of  mental  health 
problems.  It  is  located  in  the  Community  Agencies 
Building  of  Emerson  Hospital.  It  is  a  psychiatric  day 
hospital  or  "day  treatment"  facility  that  serves  the  residen- 
ts of  ten  area  towns.  It  is  staffed  by  graduate  level  mental 
health  professionals  and  trainees  who  work  alongside 
Mental  Health  Center  staff  or  other  community 
professionals  in  psychiatry,  psychology,  social  work, 
medicine,  pastoral  counseling  and  other  human  services. 

If  anyone  is  interested  in  these  services  or  wants  to  ob- 
tain further  information,  please  call  Walden  Guidance 
Association  at  369-113. 

Leslie  Brody 
Executive  Director 
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Building  Department 

As  viewed  by  the  Acton  Building  Department,  the  local 
economy  appears  to  have  improved  considerably  over  the 
last  several  years.  In  1974  we  recorded  the  lowest  number 
of  single  family  dwelling  starts  in  more  than  a  decade. 
(This  followed  immediately  on  the  heels  of  the  largest,  in 
terms  of  total  construction,  in  our  history  -  1973.)  Since 
then,  the  annual  number  of  single  family  starts  has  in- 
creased steadily  with  1977  statistics  more  than  54% 
above  those  of  1974. 

Each  year  we  try  to  update  the  citizens  of  Acton  with 
respect  to  important  code  changes  occurring  during  that 
year.  The  most  significant  concern  this  year  has  been 
adoption  of  an  energy  conservation  code  by  the  State 
Building  Code  Commission.  These  new  provisions,  in- 
corporated into  the  State  Building  Code,  place 
Massachusetts  among  other  progressive  states  who  have 
taken  position  steps  toward  extending  the  life  of  our  fossil 
fuel  reserves.  We  expect  that  these  regulations  will  have  a 
measurable  effect  on  energy  consumption  in  the  years 
ahead. 

As  might  be  expected,  we  anticipate  that  the  new 
energy  conservation  requirements  will  increase  the  duties 
of  this  department.  A  conservation  projection  is  that 
required  inspections  will  increase  30%  to  50%  and  plan 
review  time  will  increase  20%  to  30%.  Anyone  having 
questions  regarding  the  new  provisions  or  how  they  will 
affect  existing  and  new  construction  is  encouraged  to 
contact  our  office. 


Civil  Defense 

Progress  continues  in  the  Civil  Defense  Program  for  the 
Town  of  Acton.  Many  volunteers  give  unbelievable  hours 
to  this  unit  to  serve  the  town. 

The  Local  Civil  Preparedness  Annual  Program  for 
1978  has  been  approved  by  both  Federal  and  State 
Agencies. 

A  new  Basic  Operation  Plan  will  be  completed  by 
April  1, 1978. 

We  are  always  looking  for  new  personnel  and  one  of 
our  biggest  problems  is  public  relations.  We  need  a  good 
P.R.  man  to  help  educate  the  townspeople  in  what  is 
being  done  and  how  important  it  is. 

Following  this  will  be  the  reports  of  the  Auxiliary 
Fire,  Auxiliary  Police,  Communications  Group  and  Search 
and  Rescue  Explorer  Post  #7. 

All  CD.  Units  are  constantly  in  training  and  1  feel  Civil 
Preparedness  today  is  more  important  than  it  ever  was. 

Acton  can  be  proud  of  the  progress  made  in  the 
last  year  and  again  in  1978.  The  continued  co-operation 
of  various  departments  in  the  town  is  greatly  appreciated. 
A  special  "thanks"  to  my  department  leaders: 
Robert  W.  Ingram  -  Auxiliary  Fire  Director 
Kenneth  Sundberg  -  Auxiliary  Police  Capt. 
Connie  Sue  Ingram  -  Explorer  Post  #7  Advisor 
Larry  Hill  -  Advisory  Board  and  Treasurer 
Mary  Ellen  Lambert  EMT  and  Member  of  Acton  CD 

Medical  Team 
Ronald  Rosenthal  -  Communications 
Donald  W.  Macaulay,  Director  Acton  CD 


Auxiliary  Fire  Department 

The  Acton  Auxiliary  Fire  Department  is  composed  of 
15  volunteers  who  are  on  call  to  assist  the  Acton 
Fire  Department  and  the  citizens  of  Acton.  The  unit 
which  is  almost  30  years  old  had  it's  busiest  and  most 
productive  year  in  1977.  The  Aux  in  the  past  has 
operated  out  of  a  1948  Ford  which  had  previously 
been  used  as  the  Acton  Rescue  truck.  This  year  we 
acquired  a  3/4  ton  surplus  military  vehicle  which  was 
outfitted  by  the  memebers  with  a  275  gallon  water 
tank,  a  high  pressure  pump,  and  200  feet  of  hose.  We 
have  responded  to  a  number  of  brush  fires  this  year  in 
this  new  addition. 

Activity  was  at  an  all  time  high  this  year.  The  unit 
provided  749  man  hours  of  emergency  responses.  Of  this, 
315  man  hours  were  in  response  to  47  fires,  28  man 
hours  in  mutual  aid  to  neighboring  towns  and  80  man 
hours  in  special  services.  One  of  our  regular  services 
which  is  especially  important  to  the  people  of  Acton  is 
cellar  pumping.  This  year  the  Auxiliary  performed  64 
pumpouts  for  a  total  of  326  man  hours.  The  unit  was 
in  service  for  almost  48  hours  straight  during  this  past 
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May  snowstorm  doing  pumpouts,  providing  emergency 
power  and  aiding  the  Tree  Department  in  keeping  roads 
free  of  fallen  trees  to  allow  access  of  emergency  vehicles. 

Besides  these  activities  the  men  have  participated  in 
training  courses  with  the  regular  fire  department  and  at 
the  Stow  Firefighting  Academy  and  have  taken  CPR 
and  first  aid  courses  and  participated  in  a  training  fire 
in  Lincoln.  They  also  stood  fire  watch  for  the  April  19 
Boy  Scout  Camporee  and  July  4  with  the  two  service 
vehicles.  Assistance  was  also  provided  to  the  Acton 
Regular  and  Auxiliary  Police  during  the  town  fair  July  4th 
marathon  and  Halloween  and  provided  a  safety  watch  for 
the  Explorer  Post  7  Bikeatheon. 

The  group  has  held  an  openhouse  as  part  of  Civil 
Defense,  marched  in  the  Memorial  Day  parade,  helped 
raise  money  for  the  Acton  Firefighters  Scholarship  Fund 
and  attended  Fireman  Musters  throughout  the  state. 

As  a  result  of  the  training  and  experiences  provided 
by  the  Auxiliary,  four  of  our  members  -  Dean  Melanson, 
Dave  Hillman,  Ken  Hicks  and  Gary  Finneault  -  were 
advanced  to  the  Acton  Fire  Call  Department  at  the  years 
end.  Their  help  and  support  will  be  missed. 

The  Acton  Auxiliary  Fire  Department  would  like  to 
thank  members  of  the  Acton  Fire  Department  for  their 
help  in  training  and  the  support  they  have  given  us  and 
to  the  Acton  Highway  Department  for  their  assistance  in 
the  construction  of  our  new  brush  truck  and  many  other 
town  officials  and  citizens  who  have  helped  to  make  the 
Auxiliary  a  success. 

Robert  W.  Ingram 
Deputy  Director 


Auxiliary  Police 

1977  was  a  crucial  year  in  the  development  of  the 
Auxiliary  police  in  that  the  Auxiliary  became  more  closely 
integrated  into  the  regular  police  department. 

Several  officers  were  authorized  to  carry  handguns  on 
duty,  and  these  officers  passed  the  qualifing  course. 
In  addition,  all  officers  were  authorized  to  carry  hand- 
cuffs and  batons  while  on  duty.  In  keeping  with  the 
added  responsibilities  and  closed  co-operation  with  the 
regular  department,  Auxiliaries  were  allowed  to  wear  the 
regular  Acton  Police  arm  patch. 

Training: 

Training  was  carried  on  throughout  the  year.  Lectures 
were  given  by  Sgt.  Robert  Rhodes,  Ptl.  Charles  Coggins, 
and  Ptl.  Robert  Cowan  on  law  and  police  procedures. 
All  Auxiliaries  were  trained  to  operate  the  Tele-type 
system,  and  to  act  a  dispatchers  at  the  station  further, 
most  Auxiliaries  rode  on  training  patrols  with  regular 
officers.  Several  officers  also  pursued  their  training  indi- 
vidually with  college  law  courses  and  C.P.R.  classes. 


A  vital  function  of  the  Auxiliary  is  to  prepare  persons 
for  permanent  police  positions.  In  1977  one  former  mem- 
ber, Richard  Jackson,  was  appointed  as  a  provisional 
officer  to  the  Acton  Police  Department.  A  second,  Ann 
Flanagan,  was  appointed  a  regular  officer  with  the 
Manchester,  N.H.  police. 

Activities: 

1.  Security  detail  for  the  Scout  Encampment,  April  18-19 

2.  Emergency  traffic  assistance,  May  9  snowstorm 

3.  Traffic  assistance,  Memorial  Day  Parade 

4.  School  Security  during  Acton  Town  Fair  in  June 

5.  Traffic  control  during  Acton  Marathon. 

6.  School  security  and  traffic  control  for  July  4  celebration 

7.  Traffic  Assistance  for  charity  functions. 

8.  Crowd  control  during  football  games 

9.  Patrol  of  Schools  and  sub-divisions  Halloween  week-end 

10.  House  checks  of  vacant  homes  throughout  the  year. 

11.  Ride  along  with  regular  officers,  and  assist  at  station, 
several  auxiliaries,  several  nights  a  week. 

Finances: 

Aux.  police  allotment  of  CD.  Budget ....  $730.00 

Lions  club  contribution  for  1977   $250.00 

$980.00 

The  above  figure  may  not  seem  like  a  great  deal  of 
money  for  a  volunteer  department  to  have,  but  an 
analysis  of  the  cost  of  police  equipment  shows  that  it  is 
a  barely  adequate  amount.  Fully  equiping  one  Auxiliary 
can  run  over  $300.00  and  this  figure  does  not  even 
reflect  the  cost  of  department  owned  equipment  such 
as  raincoats  and,  in  the  future,  radios.  Training  at  the 
Civil  Defense  Academy  runs  to  ten  dollars  a  day  per 
officer,  and  many  training  manuals  we  use  are  not  sup- 
plied by  the  government. 

Cost  Benefits: 

An  analysis  of  the  hours  Auxiliary  officers  have  put 
in  against  the  amount  of  money  the  town  allocates  to 
our  use  shows  that  the  average  cost  per  hour  is  about 
seventy-five  cents  for  the  police  services  the  Auxiliary 
provides.  This  figure  does  not  include  the  many  hours 
Auxiliaries  spend  assisting  regular  officers  during  the 
week  when  not  on  a  specific  assignment.  On  average, 
the  Auxiliary  puts  in  20-50  manhours  per  week  in 
assisting  regular  officers  in  patrol  duties. 

1978: 

In  1978  the  Auxiliary  wishes  to  secure  a  car  through 
government  surplus,  and  equip  it  for  use  as  a  back-up 
police  vehicle.  This  will  be  used  for,  among  other  things, 
house  checks,  school  patrols,  and  town  functions. 

The  Auxiliary  also  wishes  to  send  all  officers  to  the 
CD.  Academy  for  a  40  hour  advanced  police  course. 

Finally,  the  department  will  try  to  increase  its  member- 
ship to  12  or  13  to  provide  more  coverage  to  the  town. 

Kennth  Sundberg 
Auxiliary  Police  Captain 
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Search  and  Rescue  Explorer  Post  #7 

I  feel  that  this  group  of  young  adults,  ages  fifteen 
to  eighteen,  is  the  finest  group  I  have  had  the  pleasure 
to  work  with.  We  wer°  extremely  proud  that  our  post 
received  national  recognition  for  work  with  Civil  Defense 
while  building  a  shelter  at  the  regional  site  in  Maynard. 

The  post  members  worked  hard  to  purchase  a  van 
which  at  the  present  time  is  being  equipped  and  will  soon 
be  in  commission  to  serve  the  town  at  no  cost  to  the 
citizens. 

Her  is  a  brief  summary  of  some  of  the  activities 
performed  by  this  unit: 
FIRST  AID  DUTY 
Twin  Rivers  District  Damporee,  N.V.C.,  Scouting, 
U.S.A. 

Thunderbird  District  Camporee,  N.V.C.,  Scouting, 

U.S.A. 
Cub  Scout  Camporee 

Council  Show,  and  other  activites  for  the  Nashua 

Valley  Council,  Scouting,  U.S.A. 
Isaac  Davis  Trail,  April  19,  Boy  Scout  Camporee 

PARTICIPATED  IN 
Acton  Memorial  Day  Parade 

Acton  Town  Fair,  Game  Booth,  Traffic  and  Parking 

Control,  also  First  Aid 
July  4th,  Traffic  and  parking  control,  First  Aid 
Halloween  and  Mischief  nights,  On  patrol  with  other 

CD  personnel 
Beacon  Santa,  participated  in  our  first  attempt  at  float 

building  in  the  Maynard  Xmas  parade,  delivered 

packages  to  needy  in  area. 
Snow  shoveling  for  our  Senior  Citizens 

As  of  now  all  our  twenty-four  members  have  completed 
the  Standard  First  Aid  course,  CPR,  officers  training, 
and  "Your  Chance  to  Live"  a  disaster  course  from  the 
Federal  Civil  Defense  Agency.  The  near  future  holds 
courses  from  CODE,  AA,  Drug  Abuse  and  National 
Disaster  Control. 

Explorers  is  sponsored  by  the  Lions  Club  of  Acton 
and  supported  by  itself  thru  fund  raising  activities.  We 
are  a  division  of  the  Boy  Scouts  of  America  composed  of 
twelve  young  ladies  and  twelve  young  gentlemen. 

Mrs.  Connie  Sue  Ingram,  Advisor 


Communications 

The  Communication  Team  is  available  to  operate  with 
both  State  and  Federal  agencies.  Acton  CD  worked  with 
the  C.B.  React  program  and  received  an  award  from  the 
National  React  Group  for  its  participation  in  "coffee 
break"  on  Memorial  week-end  1977. 

Ronald  Rosenthal 


Dog  Officer 

My  records  show  that: 

1)  1080  licenses  were  issued. 
400  reminders  went  out. 

2)  75  dogs  were  picked  up,  12  of  which  were  claimed  by 
their  owners,  26  were  placed  in  homes,  and  37  were 
destroyed. 

3)  11  complaints  were  registered  with  this  office,  most  of 
which  concerned  barking  dogs,  dogs  at  schools,  and 
dogs  chasing  cars  and  bicycles.  All  of  these 
complaints  were  investigated  and  we  hope  that 
satisfactory  solutions  were  found. 

4)  Readers  please  note  that  the  1978  licenses  may  be 
purchased  on  April  1  at  the  Town  Clerks'  Office, 
and  all  dogs  over  3^  months  old  must  be  licensed  at 
that  time. 

Patrick  Palmer 
Dog  Officer 


Animal  Inspector 


My  records  show  that: 

Premises  inspected  19 

Dairy  cows,  2  yrs.  &  older  46 

Dairy  heifers,  1  to  2  yrs.  19 

Dairy  calves,  under  1  yr.  19 

Steers  2 

Goats  19 

Sheep  7 

Horses  32 

Ponies  7 

Dog  Bites  7 

Dogs  Quarantined  7 


Patrick  Palmer 
Animal  Inspector 
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Insect  Pest  Control 

This  year  the  Department  continued  its  program  of 
removal  of  Dutch  Elm  Diseased  trees.  Most  of  the  larger 
trees  are  removed  by  private  contractors.  Some  help  is 
obtained  from  the  Utility  Companies  where  the  wores  are 
involved.  Stumps  are  ground  out  below  grade. 

Fall  webworms  continue  to  be  the  most  visible  insect 
pest.  Gypsy  Moth  egg  clusters  can  be  found  in  most 
wooded  areas  of  the  Town,  but  foliar  damage  is  slight. 

The  Poison  Ivy  along  the  streets  was  sprayed  with  a 
herbicide.  Playgrounds  and  parking  lots  were  also 
checked  for  reinfestation. 

Two  members  of  the  Department  are  training  for  the 
Federal  Pesticide  exam.  No  restricted  pesticide  can  be 
applied  without  a  license  after  October  20, 1977. 

Franklin  H.  Charter 
Superintendent 


The  handiwork  of  the  fall  webworm  is  the  most  visible 
Insect  pest  problem  in  Acton. 


Central  Mass.  Mosquito 
Control  Project 

The  Central  Massachusetts  Mosquito  Control  Project 
is  a  regional  project  designed  to  reduce  mosquito 
populations  to,  at  least,  tolerable  levels.  Our  main 
emphasis  is  on  source  reduction,  which  means  the 
elimination  of  mosquito  breeding  places.  A  lot  of  effort 
this  year  has  been  expended  clearing  out  clogged  streams, 
broken  branches,  trash  and  other  impediments  to  normal 
water  drainage.  These  efforts,  although  slow  and 
laborious,  are  long-lasting  and  are  well  documented  to 
reduce  mosquito  populations.  Standing  waters,  catch 
basins  and  other  mosquito  larval  breeding  sites  are 
treated  with  larvicides.  New  slow  release  chemical  pellets 
and  briquets  are  being  used  that  are  known  to  give  up  to 
14  months  control  of  larval  breeding  sites  with  no  known 
effects  on  other  microorganisms.  When  all  else  fails,  or 
when  a  special  situation  exists  such  as  a  public  affair 
involving  a  lot  of  people,  spraying  of  adult  mosquitoes  is 
conducted.  Most  adulticiding  is  done  at  night  or  in  the 
early  morning  to  minimize  the  effects  on  bee  populations. 

The  Projects  crews  that  come  into  town  have  been 
instructed  to  inform  town  officials  such  as  the  Selectmen 
and  the  Board  of  Health  where  and  when  and  what  they 
will  be  doing  for  whatever  period  of  time.  Contacts  with 
Conservation  Commission  are  made  whenever 
conservation  land  is  involved.  Property  owners  are 
contacted  whenever  and  whereever  feasible  to  assure 
proper  relations  are  established  between  Project 
personnel  and  townspeople.  If  any  citizen  has  questions 
or  would  like  to  interface  with  project  personnel  at  any 
level,  a  call  to  the  Northboro  Headquarters,  1-393-3055, 
will  set  the  machinery  in  motion. 

Clarence  J.  Tourville 
Superintendent 

Inspector  of  Wires 

Two  Hundred  Thirteen  permits  were  issued  and  the 
sum  of  Three  Thousand  Six  Hundred  Forty  Seven  Dollars 
and  twenty-five  cents  ($3,647.25)  was  collected  in  fees 
for  these  permits  and  turned  over  to  the  Treasurer. 

All  applications  and  electrical  inspections  were  ap- 
proved with  a  minimum  of  changes. 

Leslie  F.  Parke 
Inspector  of  Wires 

Sealer  of  Weights 
and  Measures 

Units  sealed   348 

Fees  collected  and  paid  to  the  Treasurer   $473.30 

George  K.  Hayward 
Sealer  of  Weights  and  Measures 
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Street  Light  Committee 

The  Town  of  Acton  now  has  739  Street  Lights 
throughout  the  town. 

Almost  all  the  older  type  open  bulb  fixtures  have  been 
replaced  with  the  new  mercury  vapor  type  fixtures. 

We  subscribe  to  the  policy  adopted  with  the  formation 
of  the  Committee  that  new  street  lights,  in  most  instan- 
ces, will  be  installed  only  at  street  intersections, 
dangerous  curves,  fire  alarm  boxes  and  locations 
designated  as  hazardous  by  the  Fire  Chief,  Police  Chief, 
or  this  Committee. 

The  Committee  extends  to  the  Town  Manager  and  the 
Board  of  Selectmen  its  sincere  appreciation  for  their 
cooperation  during  the  year  1977. 

Leslie  F.  Parke,  Chairman 
Booth  D.  Jackson 
H.  Stuart  MacGregor 


Workmen's 
Compensation  Agent 

For  the  year  1977,  covering  thru  December  19th,  there 
were  twenty  eight  (28)  accidents  reported  from  the 


following  departments. 
School  Department: 

Conant  3 

Douglas  1 

Gates  1 

McCarthy-Towne  2 

Mem  am  1 

Cemetery  Dept.  5 

Highway  Dept.  15 


Twenty-six  of  the  injured  required  medical  attention; 
three  had  some  less  of  time. 

Two  accidents  are  still  open,  but  should  be  settled 
shortly  after  the  first  of  the  year. 

One  accident  is  still  open  with  a  reserve  set  aside. 

The  two  accidents  from  last  year  that  were  receiving 
weekly  compensation  have  been  settled.  The  one  of 
7/21/75  that  had  a  reserve  set  aside  and  was  before  the 
Industrial  Accident  Board  is  still  unresolved. 

Theron  A.  Lowden 

Workmen's  Compensation  Agent 


Our  Heritage 
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Historical  Commission 


Archives  Committee 

The  Archives  Committee  has  met  several  times  during 
the  year  and  has  made  a  survey  of  the  Town  Records  that 
will  have  to  be  microfilmed  this  coming  year. 

The  Committee  decided  to  do  the  work  in  three  stages 
as  follows: 

Step  (1)  Town  Clerk  Office,  Births  Certificates,  Death, 

and  Marriages; 
Step  (2)  Town  Meetings  (Seven  Volumes,  Covering 

several  years);  and 
Step  (3)  Selectmen's  Minutes  and  the  Town  Clerk's 

Registers. 

When  this  work  has  been  completed,  duplicated  diazo 
rolls  film  will  be  made,  one  set  will  remain  at  the  Town 
Clerk's  Office  and  one  set  sent  to  Iron  Mountain  Vault, 
New  York. 

The  Archives  Committee  has  made  suggestions  to  the 
Town  Manager  about  the  needs  for  a  better  security 
methods  not  only  for  microfilms,  but  also  for  the  old 
Town  Records. 

The  Committee  is  again  asking  for  additional  money  in 
our  line  item  in  the  budget  this  coming  year  so  that  we  can 
continue  our  work. 

T.  Frederick  S.  Kennedy 
Joyce  Woodhead 
Minetta  D.  Lee 


During  the  past  year  the  Historical  Commission  has 
continued  its  mission  for  the  preservation,  promotion  and 
development  of  the  historic  assets  of  Acton. 

Concurrent  with  the  cataloging  of  structures,  sites  and 
artifacts,  is  the  research  of  certain  properties  for 
nomination  to  the  National  Registry  of  Historic  Places. 

The  Commission  is  also  in  the  process  of  creating 
grave  stone  rubbings  from  some  of  the  more  unusual 
stones  in  the  cemetaries.  The  rubbings,  as  completed,  are 
placed  on  file  at  the  Memorial  Library. 

Several  requests  have  been  received  during  the  past 
year  for  information  on  certain  structures  within  the  town. 
We  are  pleased  to  be  able  to  furnish  this  information. 

Relating  to  the  Line  of  March  of  the  Acton  Minutemen, 
we  have  advised  the  Selectmen  to  pursue  any  actions  they 
deem  necessary  to  preserve  the  right  to  repass  on  foot 
three  perpetual  easements  between  Hayward  Road  and 
Great  Road. 

The  Historic  Commission  thanks  all  who  have  assisted 
us  in  our  endeavor.  The  Commission  meets  at  8  p.m.  the 
second  Wednesday  of  each  month  in  the  D.P.W.  building 
on  Forest  Road. 

William  A.  Klauer,  Chairman 
Marion  E.  Houghton,  Clerk 
Anita  E.  Dodson 
Stanley  L.  Smith,  Jr. 
Robert  H.  Nylander 
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Veterans9  Graves 


There  have  been  eight  interments  of  United  States  War  Veterans  in  the  Acton  Cemeteries  during  the  year  1977. 
The  names  of  the  Veterans,  the  dates  and  place  of  burial  are  as  follows: 


George  Roe 

WWI 

U.S.  Army 

January  12, 

1977 

Mount  Hope  Cemetery 

Wilho  Anderson 

WWII 

U.S.  Army 

February  13, 

1977 

Woodlawn  Cemetery 

Russell  K.  Provencher 

WWII 

U.S.  Army 

May  5, 

1977 

Mount  Hope  Cemetery 

Roland  Rikeman 

WWII 

U.S.  Army 

June  2, 

1977 

Woodlawn  Cemetery 

Thomas  R.  Vogt 

Korean 

U.S.  Army 

July  18, 

1977 

Woodlawn  Cemetery 

Carl  Godfrey 

WWII 

U.S.  Army 

August  29, 

1977 

Mount  Hope  Cemetery 

Santo  Romeo 

WWI 

U.S.  Army 

September  13, 1977 

Woodlawn  Cemetery 

Angelo  Zaffuto 

WWI 

U.S.  Army 

October  28, 

1977 

Woodlawn  Cemetery 

Flag  Standards  and  also  Grave  Markers  have  been  placed  on  all  of  the  above  Veterans'  Graves.  To  receive  a  Veterans' 
Grave  Marker,  it  is  necessary  that  an  application  for  the  be  made  out  and  forwarded  to  the  government.  These  forms 
are  available  from  all  Funeral  Directors  or  from  the  Veteran  Agent.  A  new  ruling  has  been  made  by  the 
Veterans'  Administration  that  a  affidavit  must  be  filed  with  Grave  Registration  Officer,  giving  all  Veterans' 
Military  Records  for  any  future  reference  that  may  be  necessary  for  Veterans'  Burial  Benefits. 

T.  Frederick  S.  Kennedy 

Veterans  Grave  Registration  Officer 
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REPORT  OF  TOWN  CLERK 

Births  recorded   212 

Deaths  recorded   98 

Marriaqes  recorded   180 

IMPORTANT  REQUEST 

Please  notify  the  Town  Clerk  immediately  of  any  error  or  omission  in  the  following  list  of  Births. 


Errors  can  be  corrected  only  by  sworn  affidavit,  as  prescribed  by  the  General  Laws,  and  may  cause  you  inconvenience 
which  can  be  avoided  by  prompt  attention. 

BIRTHS  REGISTERED  IN  1977 


Date 

Place 

Name  of  Child 

Names  of  Parents 

Jan. 

2 

Winchester 

Bumbaca,  Jesse  Carl 

Carl  D.  and  Jill  C.  Mantineo 

Jan. 

3 

Concord 

Kramer,  Danial  Allan 

Norman  and  Janet  M.  Durivage 

Jan. 

3 

Concord 

Henderson,  John  Andrew 

John  R.  and  Christina  M.  Conroy 

Jan. 

5 

Concord 

Knopp,  Jennifer  Emille 

Jerome  and  Shirley  A.  Malmquist 

Jan. 

6 

Concord 

Maple,  Andrew  Michael 

Gerald  M.  and  Angela  M.  Weaver 

Jan. 

6 

Concord 

Baker,  Amy  Kathleen 

Dennis  J.  and  Carol  A.  Conley 

Jan. 

6 

Concord 

Beisheim,  Brian  Edward 

John  P.  and  Deborah  J.  Holt 

Jan. 

7 

Concord 

Greenawalt,  Keith  Sloan 

Kim  C.  and  Bonnie  A.  Palisi 

Jan. 

8 

Concord 

Roberts,  Danielle  Linda 

Kenneth  L.  and  Louisa  A.  Finocchio 

Jan. 

9 

Concord 

Craig,  Meghan  Ellen 

Bruce  D.  and  Jacquelene  S.  Murphy 

Jan. 

10 

Concord 

Szafran,  Daniel  Michael 

John  H.  and  Rosemary  Larkin 

Jan. 

11 

Concord 

Reese,  Sara  Beth 

James  C.  and  Rosemary  P.  Vernacotola 

Jan. 

12 

Boston 

Lopez,  Jennifer  Anne 

Alfonse  L.  and  Karen  J.  Weiser 

Jan. 

15 

Concord 

Egan,  Shawn  Noel 

Stephen  L.  and  Roberta  L.  Tuck 

Jan. 

16 

Cambridge 

Jordan,  Bernice  Elizabeth 

James  K.  and  Cheryl  E.  Jones 

Jan. 

16 

Winchester 

Dillon,  Melinda  Billie 

Larry  K.  and  Nancy  M.  Gallagher 

Jan. 

16 

Concord 

Swanson  Keith  Alan 

Alan  J.  and  Joy  E.  Park 

Jan. 

17 

Concord 

Veasie  Christine  Linda 

John  C.  and  Deborah  A.  Tenney 

Jan. 

17 

Concord 

Albee,  Kathy  Helena 

Robert  C.  and  Susan  H.  Jarvi 

Jan. 

18 

Concord 

Von  Der  Linden,  Eric  Clarke 

Arthur  F.  and  Nancy  B.  Clarke 

Jan. 

20 

Concord 

Noke,  Samantha  Dawn  Susan 

William  G.  and  Susan  D.  Goodwin 

Jan. 

21 

Concord 

Bishop,  Seth  Joel 

Gregory  J.  and  Claudia  A.  Paine 

Jan. 

23 

Concord 

Depeyrot,  Joelle  Anne-Therese 

Michel  Y.  and  Laura  P.  Chapman 

Jan. 

23 

Newton 

Kerr,  Jeffrey  David 

David  S.  and  Dolores  Valle 

Jan. 

25 

Concord 

Parenti,  Edward  Clayton 

Ronald  R.  and  Pamela  J.  Kline 

Jan. 

25 

Concord 

Kermashek,  Joshua  Raymond 

John  F.  and  Joan  C.  Wilson 

Jan. 

28 

Concord 

Tantalo,  Deborah  Ann 

Francis  P.  and  Janice  M.  Triano 

Jan. 

28 

Concord 

Brown,  Stacie  Leigh 

Gary  M.  and  Linda  S.  Heyner 

Jan. 

29 

Concord 

Kuo,  Leslie  Er-Lun 

Tze-Chieng  and  Taselin  Li 

Jan. 

30 

Framingham 

Gould,  Amy  Meredith 

Marvin  H.  and  Karen  R.  Isaacson 

Feb. 

3 

Concord 

Hamwey,  Brian  Paul 

Paul  J.  and  Pamela  A.  Bergin 

Feb. 

4 

Cambridge 

Silvestro,  Gregory  Peter 

Peter  M.  and  Rosemary  A.  Morris 

Feb. 

6 

Concord 

Kochis,  Kerrianne  Marie 

Donald  J.  and  Kathleen  M.  Hanifan 

Feb. 

7 

Acton 

Hulsizer-Wymore,  Adam  Stewart 

John  D.  and  Ann  E.  Hulsizer 

Feb. 

9 

Concord 

Frey,  Ariel  Shana 

Laurence  S.  and  Helen  R.  Frisher 

Feb. 

11 

Concord 

Roy,  Courtney  Lynn 

Franklin  E.  and  Debra  A.  Johnson 

Feb. 

12 

Concord 

Lai,  Thomas  Tze-Jen 

Hai-Chiu  J.  and  Helen  H.  Lee 

Feb. 

13 

Concord 

Lee,  Richard  Shih-Yun 

Chih  and  Grace  Y.  Chang 

Feb. 

16 

Boston 

Hodges,  Kimberley  Anne 

Joseph  W.  and  Judith  C.  Hutchinson 

Feb. 

17 

Boston 

Glidden,  Christopher  Murphy 

Jeffrey  D.  and  Janet  E.  Jordan 

Feb. 

18 

Boston 

Pradas-Monne,  Alicia  Mercedes 

F.  Antonio  and  Montserrat  Monne 

Feb. 

19 

Cambridge 

Peabody,  Kelly  Ann 

Ronald  B.  and  Bette  J.  Minerella 

Feb. 

20 

Concord 

Bourgeois,  Stephanie  Anne 

Stephen  C.  and  Leslie  C.  Mc  Kenney 

Feb. 

21 

Newton 

Rush,  Jessica  Leigh 

Gerald  A.  and  Vivian  A.  Besser 

Feb. 

22 

Concord 

Helekar,  Jay  Sudheer 

Sudheer  N.  and  Padmaja  V.  Joshi 

Feb. 

24 

Concord 

Nichols,  Leslie  Janice 

Glen  L.  and  Jennifer  B.  Finley 
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Date 

nave 

1SIam»  of  Child 

Feb.  28 

Winchester 

ooraaia,  rtrni  Lyinesn 

Feb.  28 

Concord 

r  orianie,  rvoiiaiG  cjonn 

Mar 

Mar. 

i 
i 

Not  ifton 

ivlL  111  lal  yit  ,  L/I  lal  1  r  all  ILI\ 

Mar. 

o 
o 

L/fSCU  LHJi  1 1 1  v^i  li  lo  ill  la  iMcii  u. 

Mar. 

o 
o 

DUolLJIl 

T  iint  CAtht>rin£>  M^i;c 

LUlJl,  V^QU  NSI II  KS  I'luyj 

Mar. 

c 

o 

RIau£7  i  iinic  .Innn 
L)lar\t:,  vyi  U  j  OL^l  11 1 

Mat- 
Mar. 

7 

v^oncoru 

Ki lilmotto   Alicon  Ni^olo 
V.3L111I  1  1L  l  lt^,  rAllbiJI  1  lilLLJlts 

Mar. 

7 

on  oro 

Riirl*£>  ^^AHplinp  C\x7\co 

Mar. 

Q 

C^mnru?ll    Innaman  P^nl 
Lal  I  lUUtSIl)  duiia  li  lcii  i  r  am 

Mar 

Mar. 

Q 

1  itJWUJI  1 

R^mi/^r^i   \A7illiAm  .Inconn 
r\ai  iulli,  vv uiiai  1 1  uljo^jji  i 

Mar 

Mar. 

1 1 
1 1 

v^oi  iloki 

1  ii  /ormAro  \A/ill 
LI  Vtl  1 1  IL>I  L  ,  VV  111 

Mar 

Mar. 

1  3 
lo 

v_/CJi  lcuru 

\A/onn    1  a  con  i  nrictnrihor 
VV L/l  ly,  UaoUl  1  LI  II  loLL>LJl  Rfl 

Mar 

Mar. 

Roc  ton 

lvtori>^ii  l^irn^pl  (nPr^rH  #Ir 

I'lUIcuU,  1TI1LI  IOcl  VJvI  ai  Lif  CI  I  . 

Mar 

Mar. 

1  7 

1^  nn  orvH 
V^LH  ILUI  LI 

Honrlorcnn  Pnarl  Rohort 

1  IK-  \  1L1L  I  i>W|| ,  L_^l  laLl  IvUULI  I 

Mar 

9f> 

V^UIlL-LJnj 

IbaaLo,  lviai  lLil  Laiiooa 

Mar 

Mar. 

^noonan     lonn  Fnu/arH 
Ol  let: I  lal  1 ,  dvfl  11  1  LUWal U 

Mar 

Mar. 

9Q 

cry 

Rnc  ton 

Hi/^wou  PafTir*K  r\oi/in 
I  IILINcy,  r  all  lln  i\t;vill 

Mar 

Mar. 

1^  or/H 
V^LII  1L.LJI U 

Rramh^ll  Arthur  \A/p<;rott 

Mar 

1  iCWlOI  1 

M/^#^r^    1    nrictnnnor  T^nomac 
liLAJIl,  L/l  11  lo  ILiLJI  llil    i  IILIIIiao 

Anr 

1 

C\T\CC\Tt\ 
v_- Wl  ILv/I  Li 

PiiQwin  1  ^iiirpl  SiiQAnnp 
i_>/ior\ ii  i y  Lauici  >ju5ai  ii  ic 

Anr 

? 

V_/L/l  ILL" I  LI 

,TiiHfi£>  Cn^rlpc  Rirn^rH 

UUUWC,  LI  IOI  Ic  O  1  \ili  iai  u 

Anr 

Apr. 

c: 
o 

ConrorH 

Ciprstpn7ano  Orinipl  Fth^n 

VJvl  O  LCI  1£>U1  1 M  y  L/UI  IIC1  1 — p  LI  IUI  1 

Anr 

npr. 

CL 

o 

ConrorH 

Hartwpll  Kri^tu  I  pp 

Anr 

Apr. 

7 

ConrorH 

Webb  Bradford  Stuart 

Anr 
npr. 

7 
/ 

l^on^otvH 
V^L/i  1L  KJl  Li 

I  imrvTP  \\o\jo  \\Aoyy\  1 1  Ay 
LIlllL/yt:,  L/lcvc            I  111,  Ol . 

Anr 

Apr. 

on  r  orH 

V^L/I  ILL/ 1  Li 

Kintinn  .Iprpmi?  Tnnmac 
iMiiLiyii,  uciciiiy  i  i  iui  i  iu  o 

Anr 
Apr. 

V^-UI  1LL>I  LI 

RiiHisncl/tf   Ftnan  /arnani 
DUUIdl  lor\y ,  Llllall  Z^ciLllaiy 

Anr 

Apr. 

1  n 
ID 

!TlUlLNSl  1 

\A/pi7month  ^p^n  •loQpnh 

vv  cyi  i  iuui.il,  social  i  civocui  i 

Anr 

Apr. 

99 

TNlo\i/ton 
i  icwLUI  1 

illii/An    IiicHn  wo\oy 
OUlllvall,  cluoLlll  rclcl 

Anr 

Apr. 

9^ 

Cambridac 

^trirUl^nH  I  ^nnip  ChriQrin^ 

o  ii  iv_r\iai  in ,  l^ci u 1 1 ixz       ii  io  in  la 

Anr 

Apr. 

9Q 

/~\r\/^  or*/"! 
LM IL  L/l  Li 

1  ic^nlof  Miran  iianlol 
i  loLl  lltl  ,  lvl ILal  1  LJal  IU£1 

May 

O 

c 

on  Offl 

V_sUI  1L  L>I  Li 

llonn/Dlli  i   W  Ii  co  .Tan 
L/L/l  11  lfc-J  ly  ,  LllOt:  Jdl  1 

May 

o 
c 

v-'LM  ILL/ 1  Li 

VA/^it   A m^nna  F~li7aoptn 
vvqu,  r\niaiiLia  L-iiz.aut.Lii 

Mai  ; 

•5 

v_- vl  IL  WI  LI 

Ann^r  Rpni^min  »Ionn 
i\  L^yai ,  ut.  i  ijai  i  in  i  uui  u  i 

n^ai  i 
ivlay 

Q 

Rr\ctr*n 

UUj  L (J  I  1 

liAniplcr^n  I^Ai/iH  Fri^ 

l_yai  lUslovJI  1 ,  LVavlU  LI  1L 

iTiciy 

10 

{  nnr orH 

Lf  1  ILL/I  LI 

jwaiL/,,  oayt-i  iviiit.i> 

ivlay 

10 

ConrorH 

(^i^rHnpr  ,Ipnnifpr  Mr  K^v/ 

nA at  i 
iviay 

1 1 

X  1 

^4AlHpn 

iT  iaiUL.i 1 

Ranninn  <I^^on  1  PQtpr 
i  ai  u  in  ly,  (jaLuu  Leo  iti 

Mai ; 

12 

ConrorH 

Huxt^hlp  MirnRpI  fiiiu 

\4ai  / 
iMdy 

1  "3 

V^LII  ILL/ 1  Li 

Amn  n    N^ii^naol  l^nooooro 
nil  1LJ1U,  1V11L1  lacl   1  1  IfcsLAjLM  \c 

May 

1  ^ 

on  /"  nrri 
Vw'Wl  IL  L»I  Li 

LLX-i\c,  tHsoolca  v^LlUrillcy 

May 

1  ^ 

L-WI  ItUI  LI 

r^irif^f^o  ^t^rpi/  Fl^inp 

L/1L1LLU,  OldLcy  L-lalllt: 

\A at  i 

lvlay 

i  nnrnrrl 

L-zL/I  ILL/I  U 

QnnHpr   ^iorTA  I  wnn 
oi  ly LH£i ,  o it. 1 1 a  Lyi  u  i 

May 

1Q 

17 

1^  on  r*  nrrl 
v_.  wl  ILwI  Li 

Pnillinc    Alovannor  \A/iliiam 
r  llUlipb,  rAlfcJAal lUci  WUIlalll 

i*  lay 

19 

on  c\Yf\ 
\sKJ\  ILL/ 1  Li 

MDnta    Mil/' nil  Ramocn 
lvlt:llla,  lillMUl  r\anit^oll 

May 

21 

i  on  r*  orH 

L^L/l  ILL/ 1  Li 

i   oon    lionnic  ■  nriclnnnor 
L--LIL/11,  Lytsl  II  llo  L--1 11  lo ILJJJ1  lei 

May 

22 

1^  on  r\Yf\ 
V^LII  1LLH  Li 

L-allfc:,  UvJoIlUa  r  Ililip 

May 

23 

ConrorH 

RohiHoux  Sn^an  M^rip 

May 

24 

ConrorH 

Soroi  Rohprt  Mirh^pl 

May 

27 

Concord 

Haque,  Shabbana 

May 

28 

Concord 

Kenny,  Katherine  Irene 

May 

30 

Waltham 

Segien,  Brenda  Joy 

June 

1 

Concord 

Chiarelli,  Carla  Beth 

June 

1 

Concord 

Killoy,  Kathleen  Laura 

June 

4 

Acton 

Carter,  Sara  Beth 

June 

8 

Concord 

Glenn,  Jacob  James 

June 

9 

Boston 

LSmith,  Sarah  Elyse 

Names  of  Parents 

Dinesh  B.  and  Aruna  D.  Mchta 
Gerald  F.  and  Frances  P.  Rubino 
Robert  V.  and  Kathleen  M.  Smith 
Lee  H.  and  Anna  M.  Pasciuto 
Richard  R.  and  Christine  R.  Janes 
Frederick  J.  and  Linda  S.  Doherty 
Peter  J.  and  Louise  M.  Wadden 
William  J.  and  Hsiao-Hua  Kuo 
Paul  H.  and  Lorraine  Seth 
William  E.  and  Deborah  J.  McAlpin 
Roland  J.  and  Elaine  L.  Bshara 
Alan  K.  and  Betty  M.  Horn 
Michael  G.  and  Rose  A.  Mc  Mahon 
Robert  S.  and  Janis  R.  Wright 
Ronald  G.  and  Jane  E.  Kalfus 
Richard  E.  and  Lorraine  M.  Gayne 
Kevin  L.  and  Joan  M.  Sheehan 
Mark  H.  and  Janet  L.  Kschinka 
Thomas  J.  and  Francesca  A.  LaFuira 
James  P.  and  Mary  C.  Christian 
Frank  B.  and  Susan  H.  Robbins 
William  C.  and  Barbara  J.  Maczka 
Steven  C.  and  Debra  A.  Mills 
George  B.  and  Cynthia  L.  Stuart 
Cleve  M.  and  Susan  J.  Beebe 
Dana  W.  and  Elizabeth  A.  Lytle 
Gary  P.  and  Judy  Traugot 
Francis  E.  and  Jacqueline  C.  McCarthy 
Thomas  G.  and  Maryanne  Weisz 
Roger  W.  and  Adelheide  Kleiner 
Neil  S.  and  Regina  C.  Scholl 
Richard  G.  and  Jan  L.  Colwell 
Langdon  H.  and  Madge  C.  Ward 
Aaron  C.  and  Lynn  E.  Torrence 
Steven  E.  and  Marian  J.  Rhodes 
Gene  P.  and  Mary  L.  Miles 
George  L.  and  Catherine  J.  Mc  Kay 
Lester  L.  and  Diana  L.  Atwood 
Ronald  E.  and  Donna  J.  Fawley 
Theodore  R.  and  Deborah  E.  Brennan 
Douglas  A.  and  Mary  P.  Hartigan 
Peter  S.  and  Monica  M.  Krysiak 
Richard  N.  and  Candice  D.  Mahan 
Leonard  A.  and  Susan  A.  Dixon 
Ramesh  K.  and  Meenakshi  V.  Kamdar 
Dennis  C.  and  Yvonne  M.  Coulombe 
Philip  and  Lorinda  K.  Kotila 
Charles  S.  and  Kathleen  J.  Stebbins 
Allan  R.  and  Joanne  F.  Barrett 
Israrul  and  Shahnaz  Khatoon 
David  A.  and  Mary  E.  McGann 
Kenneth  M.  and  Patricia  A.  Campobasso 
John  D.  and  Nancy  S.  Cohen 
David  H.  and  Karen  E.  Smith 
Richard  K.  and  Jayne  E.  Pesso 
Ronald  J.  and  Ann  M.  Cobleigh 
Robert  S.  and  Constance  M.  LaRosee 
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nice 

Nam**  r»f  Child 

names  oi  raiviiis 

June  16 

Concord 

Wesson,  Mark  Raphael 

dettrey  A.  and  Deooran  A.  r\ort 

June  16 

Boston 

Hadden,  Valerie  Margaret 

btepnen  c.  and  Kebecca  L.  baylor 

1,  ,„„  or\ 

June  zu 

Concord 

Lindblom,  Alison  Haynes 

Uavid  C.  and  Mary  b.  Kineriardt 

June  zi 

Concord 

Hancock,  Russell  Todd 

James  R.  and  Joyce  R.  Susskind 

1. Ol 

dune  zi 

Concord 

Reilly,  Tracy  Marie 

Daniel  T.  and  Susan  E.  Tupper 

dune  ZI 

Boston 

Drake,  Stephanie  Anne 

William  b.  and  Patricia  C.  Crant 

I,  oo 

dune  ZZ 

Boston 

Driscoll,  Zachary  Logan 

Daniel  r .  and  Constance  Comb 

dune  Z4 

Concord 

Roach,  Jocelyn  Jones 

Gregory  V.  and  Annelyse  K.  Teeven 

dune  Zb 

Newton 

tsethke,  Cnnstina 

Douglas  A.  and  Susan  G.  Abatsis 

dune  Zo 

Concord 

Brown,  Steven  John  Wilfred 

\kr.\tmA  u         i/„n,,Q  r\..ji«.. 
Wilfred  c.  and  r\arey  d.  Dudley 

1.  OQ 

dune  Zo 

Concord 

Ball,  Aaron  James 

reter  D.  and  rsaren  I .  Connors 

li  inn  OQ 

dune  Zo 

Concord 

Tonielli,  Luisa  Kathleen 

Charles  W.  and  Paula  E.  Forsyte 

li  in/-.  9Q 

dune  z:? 

Concord 

Russo,  Jonathan  William 

William  A.  and  Jodee  K.  Anderson 

1.  ,„„  OQ 

dune  zv 

Concord 

noiiey,  rvacnei 

Chnstopher  J.  and  Carol  J.  Smith 

lull.  1 

duly  1 

Concord 

Meier,  Kevin  Edward 

Thomas  R.  and  Rowena  M.  Done 

lull.  A 

duly  4- 

Concord 

Sawyer,  Angela  Dorothy 

Ronald  C.  and  Eleanor  F.  Brown 

Lilt.  A 

duly  o 

Concord 

Young,  Erin  Cathleen 

Paul  R.  and  Cathy  A.  Gardner 

lull.  (- 

duly  o 

Concord 

Quin,  Christopher  John 

Stephen  J.  and  Dianna  E.  Laurenson 

!•  iii .  11 
duly  1 1 

Concord 

Nolan,  John  Bemis 

Bernard  J.  and  Brenda  A.  Bemis 

li.li,  19 

duly  iz 

Newton 

Baafi,  Edward  Kwabena 

Robert  K.  and  Pamela  D.  Eaton 

1.  .1. .    1  9 

duly  U 

Newton 

Fontas,  Mark  David 

Paul  J.  and  Susan  Meadows 

.  on 
duly  ZU 

Concord 

Seitz,  Kristin  Elizabeth 

r\ari  w.  and  iNancy  c.  bnieids 

i..i. .  on 
duly  ZU 

Concord 

Pecukonis,  Matthew  Eric 

Edmund  and  June  L.  Walters 

duly  Zo 

Concord 

Guzzo,  Katherine  Twining 

Michael  A.  and  Louise  T.  Sargeant 

duly  Zo 

Winchester 

Chase,  Colleen  Anne 

Keith  F.  and  Martha  J.  Mulhem 

duly  Zb 

Concord 

Hannon,  Kelly  Jean 

Dana  d.  and  danet  t.  U  Dowd 

lull.  OA 

duly  zo 

Concord 

Radwich,  Craig  Michael 

iNorman  d.  ana  iyiary  n.  r\eicnen 

lulu  97 

duly  z/ 

v^oncoru 

1  li  \Jt~>yrY\^k    nA  1  f  t~\ 3 n \  I    MTrr.rn  It* 

vj\  r  ema,  iviicnaei  v^iinoru,  or. 

1  /"* l~l  9 0 1   1          "31T1/-1    lSZK^Y\f*\ZK  I  I\A"-ll**Hr\ 

lvllCIldcl  Ks.  dilU  r  dincid  L.  l»larun 

lulu  9Q 

duty  Z7 

iNewion 

A*fi.*"vl/H    l^Kic^in^  ^iiic-At"! 

Amoiu,  rxnsnna  ousan 

ocIITKy  V.  dilU  OUbdll  LyUVlKCO 

li.li.  9Q 

duly  zv 

Newton 

Appel,  Jennifer  Loren 

rvennein      ana  ousan  i  uoucene 

lull  >  9Q 

duly  Z7 

Boston 

i ' f~i ft t    1  /™ir*.  ni  i  1  i  iran 

oweet,  Lonny  Lucaii 

rvJUMlv  li.  dilU  WcIlUy  0.  Ocydl 

Aug.  4 

Concord 

Drepanos,  Michael  Bradley 

Nicholas  P.  and  Joan  E.  Hemingway 

Aug.  1 1 

Concord 

Gunther,  Jared  Hyrum 

Larry  L.  and  Teresa  M.  Denning 

A .  .n  11 

Mug.  1 1 

Concord 

Dunn,  Julie  Anna 

Geoffrey  A.  and  Roberta  A.  Luhaink 

A..,-.   1  9 

Aug.  lo 

Concord 

Brandt,  Andrew  Larkin 

Timothy  A.  and  Nancy  L.  Larkin 

Aug.  18 

Boston 

Stamski,  Rebecca  Elisabeth 

Bruce  M.  and  Kathyrn  E.  Dubin 

Aug.  IV 

Concord 

Howe,  Aaron  Jeffrey 

Dudley  T.  and  Kathy  M.  Brownell 

A  .  in     1  Q 

Aug. 

Boston 

Milardo,  Timothy  Michael 

i*iicnaei  a.  ana  Alice  c  roiger 

A  . .~  O/l 

Aug.  Z<4 

Concord 

Shammas,  Virginia  Christine 

John  I.  and  Sandra  K.  Atwood 

Aug.  Z/ 

Concord 

Brill,  Amanda  Susan 

Robert  J.  and  Sylvia  V.  Laubach 

A,,n  OQ 

Aug.  zv 

Concord 

Brueck,  Laura  Rebecca 

oieven  tv  ana  v^yninia  naicn 

C-»-i  1 

bep.  1 

Concord 

Peabody,  Adam  Bayard 

Bayard  W.  and  Carol  F.  Fabrizio 

oep.  o 

Concord 

Martin,  Jaime  Rene 

James  A.  and  Cynthia  R.  Johnston 

c   c 

bep.  o 

Boston 

/"•.,-*..  F\-,.  aA  C.  .11;. 

Cray,  David  bullivan 

David  N.  and  Diane  W.  Kearney 

bep.  / 

Boston 

Wimberly,  btepnen  donn 

Floyd  T.S.  and  Judith  A.  Desmond 

C  „„  Q 

bep.  9 

Concord 

Cuff,  Amy  Lynn 

Jeffrey  M.  and  Susan  Burt 

bep.  9 

Boston 

Hamilton,  Binney  Ann 

William  A.  and  Paula  M.  Dabney 

bep.  9 

Newton 

Denoncourt,  Jason  Dennis 

Dennis  M.  and  Susan  M.  Spain 

bep.  1 1 

Boston 

Marvin,  Andrea  Stephanie 

Ronald  A.  and  Patricia  C.  Mee 

C          1  o 

bep.  12 

z^i  „  i 

Concord 

Haney,  Stephanie  Katherine 

Douglas  G.  and  Katherine  A.  Biebers 

bep.  lo 

Concord 

Gothie,  Bryan  Decker 

Robert  P.  and  Nancy  J.  Turcotte 

bep.  lb 

Concord 

Schelling,  Christina  Danielle 

i  nomas  m.  ana  Deiry  c.  ruiicr 

Cor,     1  A 

oep.  io 

i_oncora 

narnngiun,  jcSbica  cnn 

u -c  1 1 1 1- y      .  ai  id  i  \Qi     i  n .  i  iqi  it. i  ly 

Sep.  17 

Concord 

Harmon,  Matthew  Emerson 

Charles  E.  and  Judith  A.  Moon 

Sep.  18 

Boston 

Greer,  Caitlin  Jean 

Richard  T.  and  Jean  E.  Sullivan 

Sep.  19 

Concord 

Tweedy,  Eliza  Fleming 

Renwick  S.  and  Dorris  K.  Baker 

Sep.  19 

Concord 

Lam,  Chung-Kai  Sven 

Tak-Ming  and  Ullabritt  Edvardsson 
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Date 

Place 

Name  off  Child 

Sep. 

21 

Concord 

Moen,  Christian  Robert 

Sep. 

23 

Boston 

OTMeil,  Paul  David 

Sep. 

23 

Concord 

Gorman,  Margaret  Ann 

Sep. 

23 

Concord 

Wellons,  Rebecca  Janet 

Sep. 

25 

Concord 

Ullmann,  Maryann  Mc  Ouat 

Sep. 

26 

Concord 

Ballard,  Cherie  Ann 

Sep. 

26 

Concord 

Sigman,  Eric  Michel 

Oct. 

4 

Framingham 

Kutasz,  Stephen  Michael 

Oct. 

4 

Boston 

Ciampa,  Devon  Laine 

Oct. 

7 

Lynn 

Sidman,  Angela 

Oct. 

8 

Concord 

Thiel,  Elizabeth  Marie 

Oct. 

9 

Concord 

Heath,  Laura  Jamieson 

Oct. 

15 

Natick 

Larkin,  Mary  Frances 

Oct. 

17 

Concord 

Bukhari,  Fatima  Zenab 

Oct. 

19 

Concord 

Sampson,  Jeni  Alden 

Oct. 

21 

Boston 

Burleson,  James  Tyler 

Oct. 

25 

Concord 

Ryan,  James  Phillip 

Oct. 

25 

Concord 

Rendish,  Marc  Anderson 

Oct. 

26 

Concord 

Torre,  Elizabeth  Anne 

Oct. 

28 

Concord 

Doherty,  Amy  Jean 

Oct. 

28 

Concord 

Doherty,  Kelly  Jean 

Oct. 

30 

Concord 

Daley,  Samantha  Ann 

Oct. 

30 

Concord 

Bourgeois,  Mathew  Francis 

Oct. 

30 

Newton 

D'Agostino,  Jessica  Lynn 

Oct. 

31 

Concord 

Little,  Marie  Elizabeth 

Nov. 

9 

Concord 

Chicoine,  Thomas  Andrew 

Nov. 

10 

Concord 

Hagerstrom,  Jennifer  Doran 

Nov. 

10 

Concord 

Fong,  Frances  Lok-Mum 

Nov. 

12 

Concord 

Scott,  Rebecca  Page 

Nov. 

14 

Concord 

Brown,  Dale  Alton 

Nov. 

17 

Boston 

Madan,  Anita  Anil 

Nov. 

18 

Concord 

Dolson,  Jed  Augustus 

Nov. 

21 

Concord 

Russell,  Dana  Walker 

Nov. 

21 

Concord 

Perkins,  James  Edward 

Nov. 

22 

Concord 

Drake,  Whitney  Breckinridge 

Nov. 

28 

Concord 

Gormley,  Elizabeth  Marguerite 

Dec. 

1 

Concord 

Ford,  Jennifer  Dawn 

Dec. 

7 

Concord 

McKay,  Jennifer  Marie 

Dec. 

7 

Concord 

Cassady,  Jessica  Darleen 

Dec. 

8 

Boston 

Messina,  Heather  Renee 

Dec. 

12 

Concord 

Pope,  Matthew  Alan 

Dec. 

15 

Concord 

Trischitta,  Phillip 

Dec. 

15 

Concord 

Trischitta,  Susanne 

Dec. 

16 

Boston 

Wadoski,  Andrew  Marc 

Dec. 

19 

Concord 

Powers,  William  Joseph,  III 

Dec. 

20 

Concord 

Bert,  Robert  Paul,  Jr. 

Dec. 

24 

Concord 

Davis,  Andrea  Carla 

Dec. 

30 

Concord 

Scacciotti,  Tania  Andrea 

Names  of  Parents 

Melvin  O.  and  Anneliese  E.  Owens 
Paul  D.  and  Maureen  M.  McConnell 
Thomas  F.  and  Eunice  M.  Clark 
David  H.  and  Ann  W.  Phillips 
Laurence  E.  and  Helen  F.  Schatvet 
Steven  F.  and  CHarlotte  M.  Mac  Aulay 
Marcel  A.  and  Marie  A.  Ciaraldi 
Charles  V.  and  Donna  M.  Krystyniak 
Dan  and  Elaine  Nelson 
Steven  B.  and  Brenda  R.  Handelman 
David  W.  and  Marilyn  F.  Kenny 
John  A.  and  Anita  L.  Eskesen 
Francis  J.  and  Elaine  C.  Hopson 
Javed  A.  and  Curatulain  J.  Abbas 
Robert  A.  and  Kerrie  Susan  Titus 
Richard  P.  and  Karen  S.  Crofoot 
Paul  P.  and  Margaret  M.  Mc  Cormack 
Michael  J.  and  Mimi  A.  Stout 
Matthew  J.  and  Mildred  E.  Caswell 
Richard  A.  and  Constance  J.  Crittenden 
Richard  A.  and  Constance  J.  Crittenden 
Robert  J.  and  Nancy  B.  Kinney 
Gilbert  M.  and  Margaret  L.  Daley 
Thomas  G.  and  Donna  J.  Gallagher 
Jesse  L.  and  Marie  T.  Bisanti 
Gary  S.  and  Doris  J.  Gamelin 
John  R.  and  Susan  M.  Doran 
Joseph  S.  and  Christine  Y.  Wong 
James  M.  and  Susan  Bubbers 
David  J.  and  Marjorie  L.  Dingee 
Anil  G.  and  Shireen  A.  Adranvala 
Robert  T.  and  Anne  P.  Hardy 
Kenneth  B.  and  Elizabeth  S.  Prichard 
Edgar  A.  and  Donna  L.  Selfridge 
Gary  L.  and  Rebecca  B.  Neblett 
Edward  M.  and  Sharon  A.  Hunt 
John  E.  and  Khris  S.  Cotton 
Richard  A.  and  Bettiann  Wade 
David  W.  and  Dorothea  C.  Bracy 
Paul  F.  and  Joanne  B.  Lawn 
Warren  F.  and  Jeanette  R.  Savage 
Paul  J.  and  Anne  Mary  Devir 
Paul  J.  and  Anne  Mary  Devir 
Kenneth  W.  and  Suzanne  R.  Bonn 
William  J.  and  Mary  R.  Danen 
Robert  P.  and  Deborah  J.  Marshall 
Alfred  W.  and  Marzell  S.  Cottingham 
Vincent  and  Wilma  A.  Munoz 


Births  recorded  in  this  office  after  December  30, 1977  are  NOT  included  in  the  above  list. 
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RECORD  OF  TOWN  ELECTION 
HELD  APRIL  4,  1977 


Pet.  1  Pet.  2  Pet.  3 

Total 

Whole  number  of  ballots  cast 

679 

440 

716 

1835 

MODERATOR,  One  Year 

Donald  MacKenzie 

569 

375 

597 

1541 

Blanks 

110 

65 

119 

294 

SELECTMEN,  Three  Years  (2) 

Joan  N.  Gardner 

435 

262 

393 

1090 

Alfred  F.  Steinhauer 

367 

253 

396 

1016 

T.  Frederick  S.  Kennedy 

319 

230 

434 

983 

Nathaniel  D.  Pitnof 

77 

55 

70 

202 

Blanks 

160 

80 

139 

379 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE,  Three  Years  (2) 

James  T.  CRourke 

308 

223 

383 

914 

Anne  H.  Ridley 

391 

222 

357 

970 

Susan  R.  Grolnic 

93 

50 

70 

213 

Floyd  Dore  Hunter 

299 

216 

361 

876 

John  E.  MacLeod  76     80    110  266 

Blanks  191      89    151  431 

TRUSTEE  OF  MEMORIAL  LIBRARY,  Three  Years 
Nancy  K.  Gerhardt  564    375    594  1533 

Blanks  115     65  122 


TRUSTEE  OF  MEMORIAL  LIBRARY 
Two  Years  (to  fill  vacancy) 
Persis  R.  Green  533    363  563 

Blanks  146     77  153 

TRUSTEE  OF  MEMORIAL  LIBRARY 
One  Year  (to  fill  vacancy) 
Vincent  Parrella  519    356  563 

Blanks  160     84  153 

HOUSING  AUTHORITY,  Five  Years 
PaulG.  DerAnanian  512    363  558 

Blanks  167      77  158 


302 


1459 
376 


1438 
397 

1433 
402 


REVISED  JURY  LIST 


1977-1978 

PRECINCT  1 


James  B.  Bender 

Marketing  Manager 

Barbara  T.  Schneider 

Housewife 

14  Whittier  Drive 

8  Brabrook  Road 

Mark  H.  Bramhall 

Programming 

Erla  Z.  Schwann 

Housewife 

15  Long  Ridge  Road 

5  Alcott  Street 

Joan  H.  Caldwell 

Housewife 

James  R.  Spike 

Technical  Writer 

5  Cross  Street 

9  Wampus  Avenue 

Anne  J.  Davis 

Homemaker 

Marion  B.  Walsh 

Housewife 

7  Emerson  Drive 

7  Flagg  Road 

Rita  Leys  Dolan 

Volunteer  Services 

Edward  T.  Berriman,  Jr. 

Regional  Manager 

7  Alcott  Street 

3  Heald  Road 

Walter  E.  C.  George 

Personnel  Administrator 

Robert  L.  Caldwell 

Sales  Engineer 

87  Concord  Road 

5  Cross  Street 

Constance  A.  Krea 

Home 

R.  Sumner  Cowdrey 

Marketing  Engineer 

93  Concord  Road 

6  Flagg  Road 

Alvin  G.  Litchfield 

Vice-President 

Margaret  A.  Garlow 

Executive  Secretary 

20  Minot  Avenue 

42  Alcott  Street 

Muriel  G.  Lombardo 

Chef 

Donald  P.  Gates 

Senior  Process  Engineer 

26  Carlisle  Road 

37  Newton  Road 

Robert  L.  Loomis      Communications  Systems  Engineer 

Lucille  P.  Grosse 

Bank  Teller 

56  Alcott  Street 

1 1  Alcott  Street 

Beverly  A.  Lowry 

Homemaker 

Raymond  L.  LaRoche 

Graphic  Engineer 

50  Alcott  Street 

31  Alcott  Street 

W.  David  Malcolm,  Jr. 

Section  Head 

Joseph  E.  Lidiak 

Manager 

4  Long  Ridge  Road 

12Phalen  Street 

Carol  O.  McCluer 

Housewife 

Talma  N.  Lidiak 

Home 

27  Washington  Drive 

12Phalen  Street 

Jane  G.  Moody 

Housewife 

Marianne  W.  Maguire 

Retired 

19  Evergreen  Road 

14  Revolutionary  Road 

Ellen  H.  Nott 

Waitress 

Roberta  B.  Mcllhatten 

Housewife 

1 1  Long  Ridge  Road 

42  Concord  Road 

Carol  E.  Rae 

Bookkeeper 

Barbara  Nylander 

Housewife 

41  Wood  Lane 

144  Great  Road 
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Donald  O.  Nylander 

Ketired 

1  A  A   t   !  1  1 

144  Great  Koad 

Edward  M.  Palizzolo 

Sales  Representative 

10  Cowdrey  Lane 

Margaret  Pogue 

I  lUUocWIlc 

1  0^  Pnnrnrrl  Rnarl 

i  1 11  mi  i.i^  ii,  rv^jyt:! o 

RptirpH 

12  Coughlin  Street 

Margaret  Schene 

Domestic  Engineer 

1  ramage  rona  noaa 

Jean  E.  Smith 

Housewife 

1 1  Magnolia  Dnve 

r>*   U      J  ~T  T 

Kicnard  1 .  1  ear 

K  A 

Manager 

/*                         fit  IT 

6  Green  Wood  Lane 

CL'  1        tit  1 

Shirley  U.  Towle 

Housewife 

oo  Magog  Hill  Koad 

Kenneth  B.  1  umer,  Jr. 

Chemical  Engineer 

70  Taylor  Road 

George  E.  Waitt 

Head  Shipper 

16  Henley  Road 

T                1       Al           •  1 

Joseph  Almeida 

Printer  Board  Fabricator 

/"A  1 

6  Azalea  Court 

Patricia  A.  Barron 

Lab.  Technician 

16  Barker  Road 

June  Beyer 

At  Home 

1  Harvard  Court 

Lemuel  W.  Davis 

hngineer 

2o5  Brown  Bear  Crossing 

Claudia  N.  Everest 

\  A     J    1  /  A  x 

Model/Actress 

1 1  Henley  Court 

t  i  1-11  -           i    y~>    i  i 

William  J.  Gately 

Administrator 

t~l  I  ¥•     1                T  I'll  T*  •! 

2  Hickory  Hill  Trail 

John  G.  Hone 

Engineer  Project  Manager 

a  r>     i_       i   r>  i 

4  Brabrook  Road 

Donna  Horton 

Waitress 

r  f  A  \  A           Pj   x 

514  Main  Street 

Manlyn  A.  Kelleher 

Assistant  Buyer 

4  Heald  Road 

Harold  J.  Kelley 

l~)      i      O    \A    i      -    1  K' 

Parts  &  Matenal  Manager 

ion          r-   i  i  n  l 

12  Bromfield  Road 

Kenneth  R.  Klemmer 

Manager 

16  Revolutionary  Road 

Oscar  L.  Kress 

Self-Employed 

18  Thoreau  Road 

T            1""  T 

Leo  L.  Lemere 

Vice  President/Manager 

1  O   AL„u  Ci  i. 

lz  Alcott  btreet 

Edgar  P.  Mcllhatten 

Rep.,  Boston  Gas  Co. 

4z  Concord  Road 

John  A.  Orphanos 

Chief  Mfg.  Operations  Div. 

6  Magnolia  Drive 

Barbara  S.  Pappas 

Bookkeeper 

oo  i  t                i  n  i 

oy  nayward  Road 

Catherine  A.  Travers 

Baker 

oyy  Main  btreet 

Patricia  P.  Trumboldt 

Learning  Disabilities  Tutor 

7  Hawthorne  Street 

Phvllis  F.  Walsh 

Product  Safety  Administrator 

1 1  Coolidge  Drive 


PRECINCT  2 


Marjorie  M.  Anzenberger 

Housewife 

33  Adams  Street 

Jean  G.  Bachman 

Homemaker 

5  Doris  Road 

Esther  M.  Bergin 

Homemaker 

132  High  Street 

Henry  D.  Bushnell,  II 

Personnel  Officer 

50  Liberty  Street 

Lawrence  M.  Hill 

Electrical  Engineer 

1 1  Francine  Road 

Ann  S.  Hoover 

Housewife 

36  Faulkner  Hill  Road 

Mary  Kasparian 

Housewife 

4  Hatch  Road 

Alfons  Krysieniel 

Electronics  Technician 

13  Independence  Road 

James  J.  McPadden 

Vice  President 

7  Putter  Drive 

Paul  E.  Mendonca 

Ind.  Relations 

47  School  Street 

Albert  E.  Mullin,  Jr. 

Executive 

6  Nadine  Road 

Walter  B.  Newsham 

Vice  President 

45  Piper  Road 

Paul  R.  Nyquist 

Unemployed 

2  Apple  Valley  Road 

Alfred  P.  Ramos 

Supervisor 

51  Main  Street 

Jean  IB.  Schoch 

Field  Director 

6  Doris  Road 

Roland  F.  Shackford 

Mathematician 

27  Central  Street 

Howard  T.  Shippen 

Electrical  Engineer 

16  Carlton  Drive 

Wayne  C.  Smith 

Broadcast  Engineer 

59  Laws  Brook  Road 

Barbara  A.  Walsh 

Housewife 

9  Country  Club  Road 

Avilda  W.  Whittle 

Housewife 

185  Parker  Street 

Irene  S.  Borowski 

Accounting  Representative 

9  Faulkner  Hill  Road 

Henry  J.  Brinkman 

Accountant 

8  Carlton  Drive 

Patricia  G.  Bushnell 

Homeaker 

50  Liberty  Street 

Carla  C.  Dale 

Housewife 

26  Brucewood  Road 

Anne  D.  Darling 

Self  Employed 

197  Main  Street 

James  P.  Diskin 

Sanitary  Engineer 

1  Vanderbelt  Road 

Peter  C.  Galluzzo 

Table  Machine  Operator 

92  Piper  Road 

Edward  T.  Hopke 

Asst.  District  Manager 

6  Brucewood  Road 
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Michele  Y.  Jones 

Student 

Ralph  L.  Royle 

Mechanical  Desiqn  Enqineer 

7  Pond  View  Drive 

70  Central  Street 

Robert  V.  Mcllhargie 

Personnel  Manager 

William  C.  Smith 

Senior  Engineer 

9  Pond  View  Drive 

9  Vanderbelt  Road 

Pasquale  J.  Moscariello 

Machinist 

Eileen  C.  Sutcliffe 

Executive  Clerk 

257  Parker  Street 

23  Meeting  House  Road 

Ronald  L.  Pickering 

Engineer 

Cleone  D.  Van  Winkle 

At  Home 

243  Main  Street 

5  Putter  Drive 

Judith  L.  Ross 

Teacher's  Aide 

66  School  Street 

PRECINCT  3 

Donald  M.  Starr 

Vice  President 

Wilfred  E.  Brown 

Electrical  Engineer 

253  High  Street 

15  Marian  Road 

Ellis  G.  Stutman 

Engineer 

Gerald  F.  Dearborn 

Sr.  Environmental  Engineer 

82  High  Street 

1  Duggan  Road 

William  A.  Walde 

Software  Engineer 

Lois  E.  Doskocil 

Secretary 

28  Tuttle  Drive 

13  Algonquin  Road 

Arleon  S.  Waldron 

Housewife 

Mary  Ellen  Tighe 

Housewife 

230  High  Street 

16  Olde  La  tern  Road 

Constance  B.  Weare 

Bookkeeper 

Elizabeth  H.  Tolman 

Secretary-Clerk 

6  Hatch  Road 

77  Willow  Street 

Norman  E.  Weare 

Program  Manager 

Joyce  H.  Woodhead 

Secretary 

6  Hatch  Road 

201  Central  Street 

Joyce  R.  Weissman 

Housewife 

Mary  Yelverton 

Housewife 

19  Olde  Surrey  Drive 

7  Patrick  Henry  Circle 

George  Anestis 

Industrial  Land  Clearing 

Katherine  F.  Arnold 

Homemaker 

342  Massachusetts  Avenue 

157  Willow  Street 

Steven  R.  Brueck 

Scientist 

William  H.  Arnold 

Financial  Clerk 

5  Hemlock  Lane 

157  Willow  Street 

Lorraine  O.  Condon 

Housewife 

Charles  Auchterlonie 

Manager 

2  Martin  Street 

26  Agawam  Road 

Peter  P.  Conroy             Research  Psychologist/Engineer 

Mary  F.  Autio 

Housewife 

106  Hosmer  Street 

5  Joseph  Reed  Lane 

Juanita  L.  Delzell 

Homeaker 

Karey  D.  Brown 

Home 

12  Carlton  Drive 

12  Marian  Road 

Dorothy  M.  Dionne 

Housewife 

Lorraine  E.  Cacciapaglia 

Home 

1 7  Prospect  Street 

16  Cherokee  Road 

Denis  J.  Downing 

Research  Chemist 

Elizabeth  J.  Cameron 

Secretary 

2  Olde  Surrey  Drive 

5  Winter  Street 

Stanley  P.  Gannon 

Districution  Dispatcher 

Mary-Louise  Chapski 

Housewife 

4  Russell  Road 

57  Windsor  Avenue 

Gari  T.  Garwood 

Safety  Engineer 

Edwin  J.  Costa 

General  Sales  Manager 

6  Pinewood  Road 

17  Juniper  Ridge  Road 

Jeannine  C  Hansen 

Staff  Accountant 

Dominic  G.  DeSimio 

V  P.  Sales 

76  Alcott  Street 

1 1  Capt.  Brown's  Lane 

Gerda  Imke 

Insurance  Secretary 

John  F.  Doyle 

Program  Manager 

1 7  Oakwood  Road 

26  Joseph  Reed  Lane 

William  E  Jastromb 

Accounts  Salesman 

Kathryn  S.  Esser 

Secretary 

298  High  Street 

29  Black  Horse  Drive 

Edward  N.  Jensen 

Engineering  Specialist 

James  R.  Gilbert 

Unemployed 

35  Robbins  Street 

14  Joseph  Reed  Lane 

Johannes  E.  Klinkmueller 

Manager  of  Planning 

M.  Evelyn  Kalms 

Housewife 

20  Brucewood  Road 

2  Sioux  Street 

Calvin  L.  MacAusland 

Unemployed 

Leo  C.  Kaye 

Electrical  Engineer 

8  Fairway  Road 

22  Capt.  Brown's  Lane 

Richard  A.  Munro 

Airline  Mechanic 

Robert  H.  Kelsey 

Staff  Physicist 

62  Maple  Street 

8  Ticonderoga  Road 

J  Elaine  Redmond 

Records  Clerk 

James  V.  Kerrigan 

Truck  Driver  &  Laborer 

208  Parker  Street 

8  Huron  Road 
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Lydia  R.  Lesure  Housewife 

16  Mohegan  Road 
Robert  S.  Mallard 

3  Seneca  Road 
Annemarie  Natlacen-Malec 

32  Paul  Revere  Road 
George  E.  Neagle 

66  Summer  Street 
Gerald  A.  Nordstrom 

1 75  Arlington  Street 
William  L.  O'Connell 

336  Arlington  Street 
Gladys  F.  Peterson 

49  Windsor  Avenue 
Teresa  M.  Quattrochi 

115  Prospect  Street 
Raymond  H.  Salminen 

46  Quaboag  Road 
David  E.  Thorn 

3  Tuttle  Drive 
Dorothy  E.  Wattu 

63  Willow  Street 
June  D.  Wiggs 

1 7  Duggan  Road 
George  J.  Agule,  Jr. 

16  Capt.  Brown's  Lane 
Winifred  M.  Anderson 

9  Lillian  Road 
Charles  J.  Beanland 

17  Deacon  Hunt  Drive 

Rene  A  Beaudoin  Plumbing  &  Heating  Contractor 

525  Massachusetts  Avenue 


Self-employed  Salesman 


Realtor 


Design  Manager 
Electrical  Engineer 


Retired 


Housewife 


Stockkeeper 
Area  Manager 


Tax  Auditor 


At  Home 


Housewife 


Asst.  Dept.  Manager 


Housewife 


Engineer 


Janet  A.  Bubier 
23  Seneca  Road 

Henry  J.  Downes,  Jr. 
8  Powder  Horn  Lane 

Mario  A.  Ellero 

7  Mallard  Road 
John  J.  Falvey 

23  Black  Horse  Drive 
John  L.  Fanton 

42  Ethan  Allen  Drive 
David  R.  Femald 

50  Quaboag  Road 
Jane  E.  Franz 

17  Olde  Lantern  Road 
Robert  L.  Fronk 

8  Wachusett  Drive 
Dennis  Gooding 

6  Joseph  Reed  Lane 
Jennora  R.  Grieman 

5  Mead  Terrace 
Marjorie  W.  Haller 

4  Duggan  Road 
Deborah  R.  Howe 

1 1  Mohawk  Drive 
Paul  R.  Hryniewich 

171  Newton  Road 


Housewife 
Sales  Manager 
Asst.  Investment  Officer 
Section  Head 
Product  Manager 
Marketing  Manager 
Housewife 
Chairman,  Datatrol,  Inc. 
President  and  Chief  Engineer 
Homemaker 
Assoc.  Manufacturing  Engineer 
Legal  Secretary 
Construction 


Betty  E.  Jackson 

4  Haynes  Court 
Molly  J.  Johnston 

11  Tuttle  Drive 
Stephen  J.  Kaduboski 

8  Juniper  Ridge  Road 
Rudolph  J.  LaPorte 

13  Deacon  Hunt  Drive 
Lois  Jean  Lazure 

8  Notre  Dame  Road 
Patricia  E.  Mahoney 

29  Duggan  Road 
William  J.  Mustoe 

33  Kinsley  Road 
Harvey  H.  Roscoe 

6  Cherry  Ridge  Road 


Personnel  Manager 
Bookkeeper 
Financial  Manager 
President 
Housewife 
Bank  Teller 
Electronic  Technician 
Engineer 


DOG  LICENSES 

All  dog  licenses  expire  March  31,  1978.  Dogs  must  be 
licensed  on  or  before  April  1st  or  the  owners  or  keepers 
thereof  are  liable  to  a  fine.  The  Law  applies  to  all  dogs 
three  months  old  or  over,  regardless  of  time  of  year 
ownership  is  acquired.  No  tax  bills  are  sent  to  owners  of 
dogs. 

Report  of  Dog  Licenses  Issued 
Through  November  30, 1977 


1013  Licenses 

at$  3.00 

$3,039.00 

80  Licenses 

at 

6.00 

480.00 

14  Licenses 

at 

10.00 

140.00 

5  Licenses 

at 

25.00 

125.00 

2  Licenses 

at 

50.00 

100.00 

26  Duplicate  Tags 

at 

.25 

6.50 

5  Transfer  Licenses 

at 

.25 

1.25 

$3,891.75 

Town  Meeting 
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ABSTRACT  OF  THE  PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE 
SPECIAL  TOWN  MEETING  FEBRUARY  28,  1977 

Moderator  called  the  meeting  to  order  at  7:30  P.M. 
Article  1:  School  Zone 

Voted  unanimously:     To  appropriate  $4,000.00  for  establishing  an  official  school  zone  on  Hayward  Road 
at  the  location  of  the  Acton-Boxborough  Regional  High  School,  said  appropriation  to  be  raised  by  a  transfer 
of  $2,000.00  from  the  appropriation  under  article  17  of  the  1975  Annual  Town  Meeting  warrant  and  by 
appropriating  $2,000.00  from  available  funds. 
Article  2:  Unpaid  Bills 

Voted  unanimously:  To  appropriate  $2,080.12  from  available  funds  for  paying  the  following  unpaid  bills 
from  the  1976  fiscal  year: 

Classic  Publications      $  20.12 
Wiring  Inspector  2,060.00 
Article  3:  Regional  School  District 

To  see  whether  the  Town  will  vote  to  accept  an  amendment  to  the  Agreement  for  the  Regional  School  District 
for  the  Towns  of  Acton  and  Boxborough  initiated  and  proposed  by  vote  of  the  Acton-Boxborough  Regional  School 
District  Committee  adopted  on  January  13,  1977,  and  entitled  "Amendment  Number  Five  to  the  Agreement 
for  a  Regional  School  District  for  the  Towns  of  Acton  and  Boxborough". 


Section  to  be  Changed 

IB 

Election  of  School  Committee 


IE 

Selection  of  Officers 


IF 

Filling  Vacancies 


1G  (formerly  IF) 
Building  Committee 


2A 

T  rpe  of  District 
3B 

Outside  Residents  Attendance 


Present  Agreement 

Election  to  Local  School  Commit- 
tee constitutes  election  to  Regional 
Committee. 


Original  Committee  to  select  of- 
ficers and  determine  terms  and 
duties  within  5  days  of  appointment 
of  members.  General  direction  to 
Committee  to  determine  term  and 
duties  of  officers,  to  appoint  other 
officers  and  to  make  provision  for 
an  annual  meeting. 


Old  Section  IF  changed  to  1G 


Shall  appoint  members  to  original 
school  building  committee  from 
Acton  High  School  Building  Com- 
mittee, plus  one  Boxborough  mem- 
ber in  an  advisory  capacity. 
Grades  7  through  12 

Residents  outside  the  District  may 
attend  the  Regional  School  if  pay 
tuition. 


Proposed  Agreement 

Present  members  of  Regional 
Committee  serve  until  expiration  of 
term.  Election  at  Annual  Town 
Meetings  to  Regional  Committee 
starting  in  1978  (2  in  Acton  an- 
nually, 1  in  Boxborough  annually). 
Provisions  relating  to  original  Com- 
mittee selects  officers  (Chairman 
and  Vice  Chairman)  and  determines 
term  and  duties  at  first  regular 
meeting  of  Committee  following 
election  at  town  meeting  (present 
officers  continue  until  such  time). 
Committee  to  appoint  Treasurer 
and  Secretary  (need  not  be  mem- 
bers) and  other  officers  and  define 
duties  and  terms  of  office. 
Appointment  by  Selectmen  of  town 
in  which  vacancy  occurred  and 
remaining  members  from  such 
town,  acting  jointly.  Must  be  res- 
ident of  such  town  and  serve  just 
until  next  election. 
May  appoint  a  Building  Committee 
from  residents  in  District  in  an  ad- 
visory capacity. 


Kindergarten  through  Grade  12 

Same  except  now  applies  to  any 
Regional  School. 
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Section  to  be  Changed  Present  Agreement 

3D  No  Section  3D. 

Pupil  Assignment  Grades  K-6 


4A 

Location  of  Schools  Buildings 


4B 

Lease  of  Local  School  Buildings 


5D 

Apportionment  of  Construction 
Costs 


5E 

Operating  Costs  Apportionment 


5F 

Payment  Dates 


6A 

Transportation  Costs 
6B 

Transportation  Contracts 
11A 

Annual  Budget  (Subsection  A  of 
present  Agreement  is  struck  out 
in  proposed  Agreement.  Subsection 
B  of  present  Agreement  essentially 
becomes  Subsection  A  of  pro- 
posed Agreement) 


District  School  to  be  located  in 
Acton. 


No  Section  4B 


Construction  costs  apportioned: 
95%  Acton,  5%  Boxborough. 


Operating  costs  apportioned  an- 
nually based  on  pupil  enrollment 
ratios  between  towns  as  of  preced- 
ing October  1st. 

Four  equal  installment  payments, 
except  six  installments  in  73-74. 


Net  cost  of  transportation  for 
each  town  separately  determined 
by  each  town. 
No  Section  6B 


Within  60  days  after  original  Com- 
mittee is  organized  budget  is  sub- 
mitted to  Selectmen  and  Finance 
Committee  and  adopted  21  days 
after  proposed  budget  is  submitted. 


14  No  Section  14 

Employment  of  Teachers  and 
Extension  of  Tenure  (Not  in  present 
Agreement) 


Proposed  Agreement 

Pupils  in  District  in  Grades  K-6  at- 
tend schools  in  our  town  except  for 
special  needs  child  when  desirable; 
upon  parent  request  (as  long  as  it 
does  not  adversely  affect  class 
sizes  and  if  parent  will  pay  extra 
transportation  costs)  upon  recom 
mendation  of  Superintendent  and 
vote  of  7  of  9  Committee  members 
(in  order  to  maintain  sound  educa- 
tional program  and  reasonable 
class  sizes  for  the  best  economic 
advantage  to  member  towns). 
District  School  to  be  located  in 
District.  New  K-6  schools  primar 
ily  for  students  in  a  particular  town 
to  be  located  in  such  town. 
Local  elementary  school  buildings 
to  be  leased  by  respective  towns  to 
Regional  District  for  twenty  years 
renewable  at  option  of  Committee. 
Apportionment  is  same  for  payment 
of  outstanding  bonds  but  appor 
tionment  of  other  construction  costs 
to  be  based  on  Pupil  Enrollment 
Ratio  as  of  preceding  October  1st. 
Minor  wording  changes  but  oper 
ating  costs  still  apportioned  annual 
based  on  pupil  enrollment  ratios 
between  towns  as  of  preceding 
October  1st. 

Ten  monthly  payments  of  10% 
each  for  Boxborough  and  nine 
monthly  payments  of  8%  each  plus 
one  of  20%  (in  December)  for 
Acton. 

Same  as  Section  6  in  Old  Agree 
ment. 

Towns  will  have  separate  bids  and 
contracts  on  arrangements  for 
transportation. 

Same  as  Section  6B  in  Old  Agree 
ment.  Thirty  days  prior  to  time 
operating  budget  is  adopted  will 
determine  tentative  budget  itemized 
in  detail,  send  copies  to  Finance 
Committees  within  20  days  of  final 
budget  adoption  and  adopt  final 
budget  by  2/3  vote  not  later  than 
45  days  prior  to  annual  town  meet 
ing. 

Teachers  who  have  tenure  or  ser- 
vice in  Acton  or  Boxborough 
Schools  will  continue  with  same 
tenure  or  service  in  Regional 
Schools. 
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or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

Motion:  That  Amendment  Number  Five  to  the  Agreement  for  a  Regional  School  District  for  the  Towns  of  Acton  and 
Box  borough,  as  initiated  by  vote  of  the  Acton  -  Box  borough  Regional  School  District  Committee  adopted  on  January  13, 
1977,  be  accepted. 

Total  Vote  -  257.   Yes  - 142  No -115. 
Voted:  To  adjourn  at  10:20  P.M. 

The  following  persons  served  as  tellers  at  the  above  meeting:  Regina  Poppert,  Theron  Lowden,  Jack  Batchelder,  Marion 
Maxwell,  Benjamin  Richter,  Robert  Puffer,  Kathleen  Cataldo,  Richard  Phillips,  Beatrice  Perkins,  Janet  Richter,  Betty 
Youse. 

A  true  copy.  Attest: 

Charles  M.  MacRae 
Town  Clerk 
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ABSTRACT  OF  THE  PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE 
ANNUAL  TOWN  MEETING  APRIL  1 1,  1977  AND 
ADJOURNED  SESSIONS  APRIL  12,  14,  27  and  MAY  2,  1977 

Moderator  called  the  meeting  to  order  at  7:30  P.M. 
Article  1.:  Officers 

To  choose  all  necessary  Town  Officers  and  Committees  and  fix  the  salaries  and  compensation  of  all  the  elective 

officers  of  the  town. 

Voted  unanimously:  To  elect 

Hazel  P.  Vose  Trustee  of  the  Elizabeth  White  Fund  for  three  years. 

Frederick  A.  Harris  Trustee  of  the  West  Acton  Firemen's  Relief  Fund  for  three  years. 

T.  Frederick  S.  Kennedy  Trustee  of  the  Acton  Firemen's  Relief  Fund  for  three  years. 

Nancy  Anne  Gilberti  Trustee  of  the  Charlotte  L.  Goodnow  Fund  for  one  year  to  fill  vacancy. 

James  N.  Gates  Trustee  of  the  Charlotte  L.  Goodnow  Fund  for  three  years. 

Betty  L.  Boothby  Trustee  of  the  Citizens  Library  Association  of  West  Acton  for  three  years. 

Voted:  to  fix  the  compensation  for  elected  officers  as  follows: 

Moderator:  $20.00  per  each  night  per  meeting 

Board  of  Selectmen       Chairman   $750.00 

Clerk   650.00 

Member   650.00 

Article  2.:  Reports 

Voted:  To  accept  the  several  reports  of  the  Town  Officers  and  Boards  as  printed  in  the  Town  Report. 
Article  3.:  Reports 

To  hear  and  act  upon  the  report  of  any  committee  chosen  at  any  previous  Town  Meeting  that  has  not  already  reported. 
Verbal  report  of  progress  was  presented  by  the  Permanent  Building  Committee  regarding  Town  Hall  space  and  site  needs. 
Voted:  To  accept  report. 
Article  4. 

Voted:  To  amend  the  Personnel  Bylaw  by  deleting  section  8,  subsection  (d),  and  substitute  therefor: 

u(d)  Vacation  leave  of  four  weeks  with  full  pay  shall  be  granted  to  any  such  employee  who  as  of  December  31,  will  have 

been  employed  by  the  Town  for  twelve  years  or  more." 

and  Schedules  A,  B,  B-l,  C,  D,  E,  F  and  G  of  the  Personnel  Bylaw  be  deleted  in  their  entirety  and  substitute  therefor 
the  following  new  schedules: 
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SCHEDULE  A 

ALPHABETICAL  LIST  OF  POSITION  CLASSES  AND  ALLOCATION  TO  SCHEDULE 
AND  COMPENSATION  GRADE  OR  DESIGNATED  RATE  OR  RANGE 


Class  Title 

Schedule 

Grade 

Accounting  Clerk 

B 

S-6 

Administrative  Assistant 

B-l 

E-5 

Assessor,  Board  Chairman 

F 

Assessor,  Board  Member 

F 

Assistant  Assessor 

B-l 

E-10 

Assistant  to  Conservation  Commission  (p.t.) 

B 

S-ll 

Assistant  Library  Director 

B-l 

E-2 

Assistant  Town  Engineer 

B-l 

E-9 

Board  of  Health  Chairman 

F 

Board  of  Health  Member 

F 

Building  Commissioner 

B-l 

E-12 

Chief  (Fire) 

D 

F-4 

Chief  (Police) 

C 

P-4 

Children's  Librarian 

B-l 

E-l 

Custodian 

E 

W-l 

Deputy  Building  Inspector  (p.t.) 

F 

Deputy  Chief  (Fire)  (Call)  (p.t.) 

F 

Deputy  Elections  Clerk(p.t.) 

F 

Deputy  Inspector  (Elections)  p.t. 

F 

Deputy  Warden  (Elections)  (p.t.) 

F 

Director  of  Public  Health 

B-l 

E-9 

Disposal  Area  Operator 

E 

W-4 

Dog  Officer 

E 

W-2 

Elections  Clerk  (p.t.) 

F 

Engineering  Assistant 

B 

S-ll 

Executive  Clerk 

B 

S-9 

Fire  Alarm  Maintenance  Man  (p.t.) 

F 

Fire  Alarm  Operator 

D 

F-l 

Fire  Alarm  Superintendent  (p.t.) 

F 

Fire  Captain 

D 

F-3 

Fire  Fighter 

D 

F-l* 

Fire  Fighter 

D 

F-l* 

Fire  Fighter  (Call)  (p.t.) 

F 

Fire  Lieutenant 

D 

F-2 

Fire  Lieutenant  (Call)  (p.t.) 

F 

Heavy  Motor  Equipment  Operator 

E 

W-4 

Inspector  of  Animals  (p.t.) 

E 

W-2 

Inspector  (Elections)  (p.t.) 

F 

Inspector  of  Wires  (p.t.) 

B 

S-13 

Junior  Clerk 

B 

S-l 

Laborer 

E&F 

W-l 

Librarian  (West  Acton)  (p.t.) 

B 

S-9 

Library  Assistant  (Jr.) 

B 

S-l 

Library  Assistant  (Principal) 

B 

S-7 

Library  Assistant  (Sr.) 

B 

S-3 

Library  Cataloger 

B-l 

E-l 

Library  Director 

B-l 

E-7 

Library  Page  (p.t.) 

F 

Life  Guard 

F 

Local  Inspector 

B-l 

E-6 

Maintenance  Man  (Cemeteries) 

E 

W-3 

Maintenance  Man  (Highways) 

E 

W-3 

Motor  Equipment  Operator 

E 

W-3 
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Class                                    1  ltle 

Schedule 

Grade 

Motor  Equipment  Repairman 

E 

W  7 

Motor  Equipment  Maintenance  Man 

E 

MIA 

W-4 

Park  Laborer 

F 

Patrolman 

C 

Pi 

Patrolman  (Special)  (p.t.) 

c 

D  1 

r-1 

r~\\                    r>            l   A  a. 

Planning  Board  Assistant 

D  1 

B-l 

to 

Playground  Director 

F 

Playground  Manager 

F 

Playground  Trainee 

F 

Plumbing  Inspector  (p.t.) 

F 

Police  Lieutenant 

C 

P  3*  * 

Police  Matron  (p.t.) 

F 

Police  Sergeant 

C 

P2" 

Principal  Clerk 

B 

S-6 

Recreation  Director 

B-l 

E  7 

Recreation  Leader 

F 

Recreational  Monitor 

F 

Recreational  Specialist 

F 

Recreational  Supervisor 

F 

Reference  Librarian 

B-l 

E-l 

Registrar  of  Voters  (p.t.) 

F 

Rodman 

B 

S-7 

Sanitarian 

B-l 

E-3 

School  Crossing  Guard  (p.t.) 

F 

Sealer  of  Weights  and  Measures  (p.t.) 

B 

S  9 

y— »                 .     f"»  I'll           If  1 

Semi-bkilled  Laborer 

E 

in  o 

W  z 

Senior  Clerk 

B 

So 

Staff  Nurse 

B-l 

E-3 

Superintendent  (Cemeteries) 

B-l 

E-5 

Superintendent  (Highways) 

B-l 

E  9* 

Superintendent  of  Insect  and  Pest  Control 

E 

W-7 

Tennis  Supervisor  (Seasonal) 

F 

Teller  (p.t.) 

F 

Town  Accountant 

B-l 

E  9 

Town  Clerk 

B-l 

E-5 

Town  Engineer 

B-l 

E  13 

Town  Manager 

G 

Town  Treasurer  &  Town  Collector 

B-l 

E-8 

Tree  Climber 

E 

W-5 

Tree  Warden 

E 

W-7 

Veterans  Agent  &  Director  of  Veterans  Services  (p.t.) 

B 

S-12 

Warden  (Elections)  (p.t.) 

F 

Working  Foreman  (Cemeteries) 

E 

W-6 

Working  Foreman  (Highways) 

E 

W-6 

'Additional  $7.00  per  week  when  assigned  to  and  performing  duties  relating  to  the  maintenance  of  fire  apparatus. 
*  *  An  additional  $125.00  per  month  during  the  months  of  December,  January,  February  and  March. 
*  *  *  Additional  $50.00  per  month  when  assigned  to  and  performing  the  duties  of  official  police  photographer,  or 
prosecuting  officer. 

*  *  *  'Additional  $50.00  per  month  when  assigned  to  and  performing  the  duties  of  prosecuting  officer. 

*  *  "  15C  additional  for  Lead  Mechanic. 
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SCHEDULE  B 
GENERAL  WEEKLY  SALARY  SCHEDULE 
ANNUAL  RATES  COMPUTED  BY  MULTIPLYING  WEEKLY  RATE  X  52 

MINIMUM  INTERMEDIATE  STEPS 


A 

B 

C 

D 

SI 

W 

126.19 

131.46 

136.71 

141.97 

A 

6561.88 

6835.92 

7108.92 

7382.44 

S2 

W 

131.46 

136.71 

141.97 

148.98 

A 

6835.92 

7108.92 

7382.44 

7746% 

S3 

W 

136.71 

141.97 

148.98 

156.00 

A 

7108  92 

7382.44 

7746.96 

8112.00 

S4 

W 

141.97 

148.98 

156.00 

163.01 

A 

7382.44 

7746% 

8112.00 

8476.52 

S5 

W 

148.98 

156.00 

163.01 

170.03 

A 

7746.96 

8112.00 

8476.52 

8841.56 

S6 

W 

156.00 

163.01 

170.03 

177.04 

A 

8112.00 

8476.52 

8841.56 

9206.08 

S7 

W 

163.01 

170.03 

177.04 

184.07 

A 

8476.52 

8841.56 

9206.08 

9571.64 

S8 

W 

170.03 

177.04 

184.07 

192.82 

A 

8841.56 

9206.08 

9571.64 

10026.64 

S9 

W 

177.04 

184.07 

192.82 

201.56 

A 

9206.08 

9571.64 

10026.64 

10481.12 

S  10 

W 

184.07 

192.82 

201.56 

210.32 

A 

9571.64 

10026.64 

10481.12 

10936.64 

S  11 

W 

192.82 

201.56 

210.32 

220.86 

A 

10026  64 

10481.12 

10936.64 

11484.72 

S  12 

W 

201.56 

210.32 

220.86 

231.38 

A 

10481.12 

10936.64 

11484.72 

12031.76 

S  13 

W 

210.32 

220.86 

231.38 

243.66 

A 

10936.64 

11484.72 

12031.76 

12670.32 

SCHEDULE  B-l 

TECHNICAL  AND  ADMINISTRATIVE  WEEKLY  SALARY  SCHEDULE 
(ANNUAL  RATES  COMPUTED  BY  MULTIPLYING  WEEKLY  RATES  X  52) 


A 

B 

C 

D 

E  1 

LW 

192.82 

201.56 

210.32 

220.86 

A 

10026.64 

10481.12 

10936.64 

11484.72 

E2 

W 

201.56 

210.32 

220.86 

231.38 

A 

10481.12 

10936.64 

11484.72 

12031.76 

E3 

W 

210.32 

220.86 

231.38 

243.66 

A 

10936.64 

11484.72 

12031.76 

12670.32 

E4 

W 

220.86 

231.38 

243.66 

255.92 

A 

11484.72 

12031.76 

12670.32 

13307.84 

E  5 

W 

231  38 

243.66 

255.92 

268.19 

A 

12031.76 

12670  32 

13307.84 

13945.88 

E6 

W 

243  66 

255.92 

268.19 

282.21 

A 

12670  32 

13307.84 

13945.88 

14674.92 

E7 

W 

255  92 

268  19 

282.21 

297.99 

A 

13307.84 

13945  88 

14674.92 

15495.48 

E8 

W 

268  19 

28221 

297  99 

315.50 

A 

13945  88 

14674.92 

15495.48 

16406  00 

E9 

W 

28221 

297  99 

315.50 

333.03 

A 

14674.92 

15495  48 

16406.00 

17317.56 

E  10 

W 

297  99 

315  50 

333  03 

352.32 

A 

15495  48 

16406  00 

17317.56 

18320  64 

E  11 

W 

315  50 

333  03 

35232 

373.36 

A 

16406  00 

17317.56 

18320  64 

19414.72 

E  12 

W 

333  03 

352  32 

37336 

397  90 

A 

17317  56 

18320  64 

19414.72 

20690  80 

E  13 

W 

352  32 

373  36 

397.90 

42243 

A 

18320  64 

19414  72 

20690  80 

21966  36 

MAXIMUM 
E 

148.98 
7746% 
156.00 
8112.00 
163.01 
8476.52 
170.03 
8841.56 
177.04 
9206.08 
184.07 
9571.64 
192.82 
10026.64 
201.56 
10481.12 
210.32 
10936.64 
220.86 
11,484.72 
231.38 
12031.76 
243.66 
12670.32 
255.92 
13307.84 


E 

231.28 
12031.76 

243.66 
12670.32 

255.92 
13307.84 

268.19 
13945.88 

282.21 
14674.92 

297.99 
15495.48 

315.50 
16406.00 

333  03 
17317.56 

352.32 
18320.64 

373.36 
19414.72 

397.90 
20690  80 

422.43 
21966.36 

446  98 
2324296 
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SCHEDULE  C 
POLICE  ANNUAL  SALARY  SCHEDULE 
(THE  TOWN  AND  THE  POLICE  DEPARTMENT  ARE  STILL  INVOLVED  IN 
THE  COLLECTIVE  BARGAINING  PROCESf  AT  THIS  TIME.) 


SCHEDULE  U 
FIRE  ANNUAL  SALARY  SCHEDULE 
WEEKLY  RATE  COMPUTED  BY  DIVIDING  ANNUAL  RATE  BY  52 


7/1/77 

/  /  A/  /  / 

1/1/78 

7/1/77 

§1111  I 

1/1/78 

X  f  X  f  /  KJ 

7/1/77 

1/1/78 

F-1 

i  1 1 

W 

224.58 

OO 1  oo 

231.32 

nor  *"7 o 

235.72 

O  A  O  "~1  i~\ 

242.79 

O  A  O   O  C\ 

248.89 

or/"  O/^ 

256.36 

A 

A 

1  1  A*7Q  1  A 

1  lo/o.lo 

1  OHQQ  A/1 

1  00£7  /1/1 

1  OAOC:  f\Q 

1  OO/I  O  OQ 

1  QQQH  70 

loooU  /  Z 

r-  o 

F-2 

1 1 1 

w 

248.68 

256.14 

259.84 

O/^  1  c.  A 

267.64 

270  10 

278.20 

A 

A 

1 OQQI  QA 

1 QQ1 Q  9Q 
1001V.C.0 

1 Q£1 1  AQ 
lODl 1  .DO 

1 QQ1 7  OO 
LoyL  1  .CO 

1  A  f\A  c.  on 

F-3 

1  I  T 

w 

271.36 

279.50 

284.38 

nan  r\  i 

292.91 

301.17 

Olrt  O/A 

310.20 

A 

14110.72 

14534.00 

14787.76 

15231.32 

15660.84 

16130.40 

F-4 

W 

469.17 

471.15 

A 

24396.84 

24500.00 

7/1/78 

A 

B 

C 

240.57 

252.50 

266.61 

12509.64 

13130.00 

13863.72 

266.39 

278.35 

289.33 

13852.28 

14474.20 

15045.16 

290.68 

304.63 

322.61 

15115.36 

15840.76 

16775.72 

SCHEDULE  E 

HOURLY  WAGE  SCHEDULE 

(WEEKLY  RATES  COMPUTED  BY  MULTIPLYING  HOURLY  RATES  BY  40; 

ANNUAL  RATES  COMPUTED  BY  MULTIPLYING  HOURLY  RATES  BY  2080) 

A 

B 

C 

W-l 

H 

4.37 

4.59 

4.82 

W 

174.80 

183.60 

192.80 

A 

9089.60 

9547.20 

10025.60 

W-2 

H 

4.59 

4.82 

5.06 

W 

183.60 

192.80 

202.40 

A 

9547.20 

10025.60 

10524.80 

W-3 

H 

4.82 

5.06 

5.31 

W 

192.80 

202.40 

212.40 

A 

10025.60 

10524.80 

11044  80 

W-4 

H 

5.06 

5.31 

5.54 

W 

202.40 

212.40 

221  60 

A 

10524.80 

11044.80 

11523  20 

W-5 

H 

5.31 

5.54 

5  79 

W 

212.40 

221.60 

231  60 

A 

11044.80 

11523.20 

12043.20 

W-6 

H 

5.54 

5.79 

6.04 

W 

221.60 

231.60 

241.60 

A 

11523.20 

12043  20 

12563.20 

W-7 

H 

5.79 

6.04 

6.34 

W 

231.60 

241.60 

253.60 

A 

12043.20 

12563.20 

13187.20 
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SCHEDULE  F 


Per  Hour 


Assessor,  Board  Chairman 

600.00* 

Playground  Trainee 

1.87 

Assessor,  Board  Member 

500.00 

Plumbing  Inspector 

Fee  Basis 

Board  of  Health,  Chairman 

150.00* 

Police  Matron 

4.38 

Board  of  Health,  Member 

100.00* 

Pool  Manager  Step  A 

5.02 

Deputy  Building  Inspector  (p.t.) 

Fee  Basis 

B 

5.27 

Deputy  Chief  (Fire)  Call 

5.67 

C 

5.52 

Deputy  Elections  Clerk  (p.t.) 

3.93 

Recreation  Leader  -  Step  A 

2.35 

Deputy  Inspector  (Elections 

3.59 

B 

2.50 

Deputy  Warden  (Elections) 

3.93 

C 

2.64 

Elections  Clerk 

3.93 

D 

2.82 

Fire  Alarm  Maintenance  Man  (p.t.) 

4.95 

E 

3.00 

Fire  Alarm  Superintendent 

6.63 

Recreation  Monitor 

2.71 

Fire  Fighter  (Call)  -  Step  A 

4.69 

Recreation  Specialist  -  Step  A 

2.98 

B 

4.91 

B 

3.15 

C 

5.11 

C 

3.30 

Fire  Lieutenant  (Call) 

5.37 

D 

3.48 

Inspector  (Elections)  (p.t.) 

3.59 

E 

3.68 

Laborer  Step  A 

2.75 

Recreation  Supervisor  -  Step  A 

3.85 

B 

3.00 

B 

4.01 

C 

3.25 

C 

4.20 

D 

3.50 

D 

4.36 

E 

3.75 

E 

4.55 

Library  rage  btep  A 

9  /1 1 

Registrar  of  Voters 

B 

2.52 

School  Cross  Guard  -  Step  A 

2.87 

C 

2.63 

B 

3.20 

Lifeguard 

2.98 

C 

3.49 

Park  Laborer  ■  Step  A 

2.41 

Teller 

3.59 

B 

2.52 

Warden  (Elections) 

3.77 

C 

2.63 

*  Annual  Rates 

Playground  Director  •  Step  A 

2.98 

B 

3.13 

C 

3.30 

D 

3.48 

E 

3.68 

SCHEDULE  G  ADMINISTRATION  ANNUAL 
POSITION  SALARY  DETERMINATION 

Town  Manager: 

All  step  rates  determined  by  the  Board  of  Selectmen  subject  to  the  appropriation  of  necessary  funds  not 

to  exceed  $27,500.00. 

Voted:    To  adjourn  at  11:00  P.M.  on  completion  of  section  under  discussion  until  7:30  P.M.,  April  12  at 
this  same  place. 
Article  5:  Personnel  Bylaw 

Voted:    That  Schedule  A  of  the  Personnel  By  law  be  amended  by  making  the  following  classification  changes: 

Planning  Assistant  to  Planning  Administrator  E-3  to  E-5 

Engineering  Assistants  ST  1  to  E-3 

Town  Accountant  E-9toET0 

Working  Foreman  (Highway)  W-6  to  W-7 

New  Position  Circulation  Librarian  S-7 
Article  6:  Federal  Anti-Recession  Fund 

Voted:  To  appropriate  $27,720.64  received  under  the  Pubic  Works  Employment  Act  of  1976,  Title  II, 
for  the  payment  of  Highway  Deparment  Salaries.  Line  Item  *67  in  the  General  Budget  and  that  the  Town  authorize 
the  Selectmen  to  expend  any  additional  funds  received  under  said  statute  in  their  discretion  for  gasoline  and 
diesel  fuel,  for  snow  and  ice  removal  and  for  snow  removal  overtime. 
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Article  7:  Budget 

Discussed  some  Budget  Items. 
Adjouned  at  11:15  P.M. 
Tuesday,  April  12,  1977. 

Moderator  called  the  meeting  to  order  7:35  P.M. 
Motion:  To  reconsider  Article  4. 
Voted  unanimously:  Not  to  reconsider  Article  4. 
Article  7:  Budget 

Discussed  some  Budget  Items. 

At  8:28  P.M.  Voted:  To  adjourn  to  take  up  Special  Town  Meeting  at  8:30  P.M. 
Article  7:  Budget 

To  see  what  sums  of  money  the  Town  will  raise  and  appropriate,  or  appropriate  from  available  funds,  to  defray 
the  necessary  expenses  of  the  several  departments,  officers,  and  boards  of  the  Town,  exclusive  of  the  necessary 
expenses  relative  to  schools. 

Voted:  That  the  following  budget  schedule  for  the  period  from  July  1,  1977,  to  June  30,  1978,  be  raised  and 
appropriated  in  its  entirety  except  that  $5,538.75  be  appropriated  from  the  Library  Receipts  reserved  for 
appropriation  for  Library  use,  $2,226.35  be  appropriated  from  receipts  from  the  Coiunty  Dog  Fund  reserved  for 
appropriation  for  Library  use,  $41,843.00  be  appropriated  from  available  State  Highway  Funds  for  Highway 
Department  use  and  $250,000.00  be  appropriated  from  Federal  Revenue  Sharing  Receipts  for  Police  Department 
use: 


GENERAL  GOVERNMENT 


Moderator: 

1 .  Salary 

2.  Expenses 
Finance  Committee; 

3.  Expenses 
Selectmen: 

4.  Salaries 

5.  Expenses 

6.  Capital  Outlay 

7.  Legal  Services 

8.  Legal  Services 

Expenses 

9.  Appraisals  &  Surveys 

10.  Out-of-State  Travel 

(All  Depts.) 
Town  Office  Clerical  Staff: 

11.  Salaries 
Engineering  Department: 

12.  Salaries 

13.  Expenses 

14.  Capital  Outlay 
Town  Accountant: 

15.  Salary 

16.  Expenses 
Town  Treasurer: 

17.  Salary 

18.  Expenses 
Town  Assessors: 

19.  Salary 

20.  Expenses 
Town  Clerk: 

21 .  Salary 

22.  Expenses 


200.00 
20.00 

150.00 

40,294.00 
24,570.00 
3,500.00 
31,000.00 

1,000.00 
1,000.00 

1,500.00 

164,346.00 

76,451.00 
5,100.00 


19,415.00 
13,732.00 

17,318.00 
9,500.00 

22,016.00 
8,975.00 

7,339.00 
965.00 


Elections  &  Registrations: 

23.  Salaries  9,660.00 

24.  Expenses  9,225.00 
Planning  Board: 

25.  Salaries  13,902.00 

26.  Expenses  5,895.00 
Personnel  Board: 

27.  Expenses  100.00 
Board  of  Appeals: 

28.  Expenses  300.00 
Conservation  Commission: 

29.  Salaries  5,378.00 

30.  Expenses  1,140.00 
Archives  Committee: 

31.  Expenses  145.00 
Public  Ceremonies  &  Celebrations: 

32.  Expenses  2,615.00 
Buildings  &  Grounds  Maintenance: 

33.  Salaries  22, 47 3  00 

34.  Utilities  53,000.00 

35.  Expenses  17,690.00 

36.  Capital  Outlay  12,000.00 
Town  Report  Committee: 

37.  Expenses  7,000.00 
Youth  Commission: 

38.  CODE  8,000.00 

39.  Expenses  8,500.00 
Historical  Commission: 

40.  Expenses  200.00 
Council  on  Aging: 

41.  Expenses  8,597.00 
TOTAL  GENERAL  GOVERNMENT        $  634,211.00 
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PROTECTION  OF  PERSONS  AND  PROPERTY 


Police  Department: 

42.  Regular  Salaries 

43.  Other  Salaries 

44.  Expenses 

45.  Capital  Outlay 
Fire  Department: 

46.  Regular  Salaries 

47.  Other  Salaries 

48.  Expenses 

49.  Capital  Outlay 

Sealer  of  Weights  &  Measures: 

50.  Salary 

51.  Expenses 
Insect  Pest  Control: 

52.  Wages 

53.  Expenses 

Town  Forest  Committee: 

54.  Expenses 
Tree  Department: 

55.  Wages 

56.  Expenses 
Inspector  of  Wires: 

57.  Expenses 
Inspector  of  Gas,  Piping  & 

Appliances: 

58.  Expenses 
Building  Inspector: 

59.  Salaries 

60.  Expenses 
Dog  Officer: 


$352,873.00 
120,880.00 
25,285.00 
2,670.00 

476,723.00 
155,520.00 
34,520.00 
1,026.00 

600.00 
120.00 

6,199.00 
5,385.00 

100.00 

8,642.00 
7,710.00 

4,000.00 


3,000.00 

36,461.00 
2,700.00 


HEALTH  AND  SANITATION 

Board  of  Health: 

77.  Salaries  $ 

78.  Expenses 

79.  Garbage  Collection 
Inspector  of  Animals: 

80.  Wages 

81 .  Expenses 
Plumbing  Inspector: 

82.  Expenses 

TOTAL  HEALTH  AND  SANITATION 


CEMETERIES 


Cemeteries: 

83.  Salaries  &  Wages 

84.  Expenses 

85.  Capital  Outlay 

TOTAL  CEMETERIES 


RECREATION 


Recreation  Department: 

86.  Salaries  &  Wages 

87.  Expenses 

88.  Capital  Outlay 

TOTAL  RECREATION 


61.  Wages 

$ 

1,200.00 

62.  Expenses 

700.00 

VETERANS' AID 

Building  Committee: 

63.  Expenses 

75.00 

Veterans'  Services: 

Civil  Defense: 

89.  Salary 

$ 

64.  Expenses 

2,500.00 

90.  Expenses 

Town  Utilities: 

91.  Aid 

65.  Hydrant  Rental 

38,415.00 

TOTAL  VETERANS'  AID 

$ 

66.  Street  Lighting 

53,000.00 

TOTAL  PROTECTION  OF 

PENSIONS 

PERSONS  AND  PROPERTY 

$1,340,304.00 

HIGHWAYS 

Pension  Fund: 

Highway  Department: 

92.  Pensions 

$ 

67.  Salaries  &  Wages 

$ 

187,738.00 

TOTAL  PENSIONS 

$ 

68.  Overtime  for  Snow 

25,000.00 

69.  General  Expenses 

68,200.00 

70.  Drainage 

25,000.00 

71.  Snow  &  Ice  Removal 

70,000.00 

INSURANCE 

72.  Machinery  Expenses 

54,500.00 

73.  Gasoline  &  Diesel  Fuel 

57,805.00 

Insurance: 

74.  Secondary  Roads  Maintenance 

60,238.00 

93.  Group  Health 

$ 

75.  Primary  Roads  Maintenance 

39,762.00 

94.  Other  Insurance 

76.  Capital  Outlay 

2,100.00 

95.  Insurance  Advisor 

TOTAL  HIGHWAYS 

$ 

590,343.00 

TOTAL  INSURANCE 

$ 

60,224.00 
41,309.00 
34,992.00 

200.00 
70.00 

2,500.00 


$  139,295.00 


$  59,867.00 
15,665.00 
695.00 
$  76,227.00 


$  67,791.00 
33,030.00 


$  100,821.00 


6,336.00 
275.00 
30,000.00 
36,611.00 


187,472.00 
187,472.00 


232,014.00 
70,000.00 
1,500.00 

303,514.00 
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MATURING  DEBT  AND  INTEREST 
TOWN  GOVERNMENT 


LIBRARIES 


Highway  Department  Building: 

96.  Maturing  Debt 

97. Interest 
Highway  Department  Equipment: 

98.  Maturing  Debt 

99.  Interest 
Conservation  Commission: 

100.  Maturing  Debt 

101.  Interest 
Sanitary  Landfill: 

102.  Maturing  Debt 

103.  Interest 
Railroad  Land: 

104.  Maturing  Debt 

105.  Interest 

Anticipation  of  Revenue  Notes: 

106.  Interest 


$ 


30,000.00 
2,565.00 

65,000.00 
4,070.00 

85,600.00 
13,008.00 

32,400.00 
4,860.00 


Memorial  Library: 

107.  Salaries 

108.  Expenses 

109.  Books 

110.  Capital  Outlay 
West  Acton  Library: 

111.  Salaries 

112.  Expenses 


$  122.741.00 
24,927.00 
31,500  00 
485.00 

7,800.00 
2,69500 
$  190,148.00 


MATURING  DEBT  AND  INTEREST  LIBRARIES 


10,000.00 


Maturing  Debt  &  Interest: 

113.  Maturing  Debt 

114.  Interest 


$ 


TOTAL  MATURING  DEBT  AND 

INTEREST  -  LIBRARIES 
TOTAL  BUDGET  -  ARTICLE  7 


TOTAL  MATURING  DEBT  AND 
INTEREST  -  TOWN 

GOVERNMENT  $  247,503.00        TOTAL  BUDGET  -  ARTICLE  7  $3,846,449.00 

Article  8:  School  Budget 

To  see  what  sums  of  money  the  Town  will  raise  and  appropriate,  form  appropriate  from  available  funds,  to 
defray  the  necessary  expenses  of  the  local  and  regional  schools. 

Voted:  That  the  following  budget  schedule  for  local  and  regional  schools,  for  the  period  July  1,  1977,  to 
June  30, 1978,  be  raised  and  appropriated: 


LOCAL  SCHOOLS 


Local  Schools: 

115.  Operating  Expenses 

116.  Blanchard  Auditorium 

TOTAL  LOCAL  SCHOOLS 


$3,711,034.00 
41,443.00 

$3,752,477.00 


MATURING  DEBT  AND  INTEREST  -  LOCAL  SCHOOLS 
McCarthy-Towne  School: 

117.  Note  Interest  $  90,000.00 

118.  Interest  29,610.00 
Merriam  School: 

119.  Maturing  Debt  40,000.00 

120.  Interest  720.00 
Douglas  School: 

121 .  Maturing  Debt  35,000.00 

122.  Interest  10,413.00 
Gates  School: 

123.  Maturing  Debt  55,000.00 

124.  Interest  23,678.00 
Conant  School: 

125.  Maturing  Debt  80,000.00 

126.  Interest  61,560.00 
Teacher's  Summer  Pay: 

127.  Maturing  Debt 

128.  Interest  

TOTAL  MATURING  DEBT  AND 

INTEREST  LOCAL  SCHOOLS  $  425,981.00 


REGIONAL  SCHOOLS 

Regional  Schools: 

129.  Operating  Expenses 

130.  Maturing  Debt  &  Interest 

131.  Teachers'  Summer  Pay 

TOTAL  REGIONAL  SCHOOLS 


$3 


710,861.00 
227,504.00 

 0_ 

$3,938,365.00 


VOCATIONAL  SCHOOLS 


Minuteman  Vocational  School: 

132.  Operating  Expenses 

133.  Maturing  Debt  &  Interest 
Other  Vocational  Schools: 

134.  Tuition  &  Transportaion 

TOTAL  VOCATIONAL 
SCHOOLS 

TOTAL  SCHOOLS 

Total  Budget  -  Article  7 
Total  Budget  -  Article  8 

Total  Budgets  ■  Articles  7  &  8 
Appropriated  from  Library  Receipts 
Appropriated  from  County  Dog  Fund 
Appropriated  from  State  Highway  Funds 
Federal  Revenue  Sharing 

Amount  to  be  Raised  and 
Appropriated 


$  296,535.00 
62,695.00 

5,808.00 

$  365,038.00 
$8,481,861.00 


$  3 
8 


846,449.00 
481,861.00 


$12,328,310.00 
$  5,538.75 
2,226.35 
41,843.00 
250,000.00 

$  299,608.10 


$12,028,701.90 
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SPECIAL  ARTICLES 


Article  13 

Pick-Up  Truck  -  Highway 

$ 

7,000.00 

14. 

Police  Cruisers 

20,000.00 

18. 

Minot  Avenue  -  Taylor 

Road  Easement 

300.00 

99 

i  own  r\tJcuiQ5 

1  ono  no 

25. 

Community  Education 

Program 

2,136.62 

26. 

Fire  Truck 

40,000.00 

37. 

Reserve  Fund 

65,000.00 

$ 

135,436.62 

Article  6. 

7. 


32. 
36. 


Article  26. 


From: 

Public  Works  Employment 

Act  of  1976 
Library  Receipts 
County  Dog  fund 
State  Highway  Funds 
Federal  Revenue  Sharing 
Conservation  Funds 
Free  Cash 


Fire  Truck 

Budget  (R  &  A) 
Special  Articles  (R  &  A) 
Transfers 
Borrow 


TRANSFERS 

To: 

Budget  Line  *67 

Library  Use 

Library  Use 

Highway  Department 

Police  Department 

Land  -  Main  Street  &  Taylor  Road 

Budget 

BORROW 
SUMMARY 


Grand  total 
Voted:  To  take  up  Article  19. 


$  27,720.64 

5,538.75 
2,226.35 
41,843.00 
250,000.00 
60,000.00 
350,000.00 

$  737,328.74 


$  35,000.00 

$12,028,701.90 
135,436.62 
737,328.74 
35,000.00 

$12,936,467.26 


Article  19: 

To  see  if  the  Town  will  transfer  from  available  State  Highway  Funds  under  Chapter  825  the  sum  of 
$41,843.00,  or  any  other  sum,  to  be  expended  by  the  Town  Manager  for  the  replacement  of  the  culvert  on 
Concord  Road  at  Nashoba  Brook,  including  the  construction  of  sidewalks  and  the  installation  of  guard  rail, 
or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 
Voted:  To  take  no  action. 
Article  8: 

Discussed  School  Budget. 

Voted:  To  take  up  Article  8  after  completion  of  all  other  articles  in  the  warrant. 

Voted:  To  adjourn  at  11:12  P.M.  to  April  14, 1977,  at  7:30  P.M.  at  this  same  place. 

Thursday,  April  14,  1977. 

Moderator  called  the  meeting  to  order  at  7:30  P.M. 
Article  9: 

Voted:  To  adopt  the  following  resolution: 
Resolution— WHEREAS:    State  mandated  programs  which  are  unfunded  by  the  state  represent  in  most  cases 

continued  erosion  of  home  rule; 

AND  WHEREAS:  State  mandated  programs  make  little  allowance  for  the  individuality  of  local  governments; 

AND  WHEREAS:    Such  programs  present  an  increasingly  onerous  burden  onlocal  budgets  and  on  the  property 

tax... 

NOW  THEREFORE:  Be  it  resolved  by  the  Acton  Town  Meeting  that  our  elected  state  representatives 
and  senators  be  urged  to  work  against  the  passage  of  all  legislation  imposing  additional  costs  on  local  governments. 
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Article  10: 

Voted:  To  adopt  the  following  resolution: 
Resolution— WHEREAS:  Uncertainties  about  the  sum  of  money  allocated  by  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts 
in  the  various  categories  of  local  aid  makes  sound  financial  planning  impossible  for  local  officials: 
AND  WHEREAS:    Local  aid  is  in  many  cases  partial  state  funding  of  state  mandated  programs  imposed 
without  the  consent  of  local  officials; 

AND  WHEREAS:  Local  real  estate  taxes  have  been  impacted  to  the  breaking  point  by  such  mandated 
programs.... 

NOW  THEREFORE:     Be  it  resolved  by  the  Acton  Town  Meeting  that  our  elected  state  representatives 

and  senators  be  urged  to  support  an  increase  in  the  amount  of  local  aid  funding  for  fiscal  1978  at  least 

sufficient  to  cover  the  increased  costs  of  state  mandated  programs  and  inflation. 
Article  11: 

Voted:  To  adopt  the  following  resolution: 
Resolution— WHEREAS:    The  effect  of  the  trial  period  of  the  compulsory  arbitration  provisions  of  the  municipal 

collective  bargaining  law  has  been  to  undermine  effective  collective  bargaining; 

AND  WHEREAS:  It  has  contributed  significantly  to  higher  local  budgets  and  increased  property  taxes 
by  raising  the  level  of  all  local  wage  settlements... 

NOW  THEREFORE:  Be  it  resolved  that  the  Acton  Town  Meeting  hereby  voted  to  convey  to  our  elected  state 
representatives  and  senators  our  desire  that  there  be  no  extension  or  compulsory  and  binding  arbitration 
beyond  its  termination  date  of  June  30,  1977,  so  that  final  authority  for  determining  local  expenditures 
be  returned  to  town  meeting. 

Resolution — Voted  unanimously:  to  adopt  the  following  resolution: 

That  the  Selectmen  report,  at  the  next  annual  meeting,  on  the  action  or  votes  taken  by  our  representatives 
in  the  General  Court  regarding  the  previous  three  articles. 

Article  12:  Engineering  Department  Truck 

To  see  if  the  Town  will  raise  and  appropriate  or  appropriate  from  available  funds,  the  sum  of  $6,000.00 
or  any  other  sum,  to  be  expended  by  the  Town  Manager  for  the  purchase  and  equipping  of  one  new  half 
ton  van  truck  for  the  Engineering  Department  and  authorize  the  Town  Manager  to  trade  in  the  present  1964  Dodge 
van,  or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 
Voted  unanimously:  To  take  no  action. 

Article  13:  Track  Highway 

Voted:  To  raise  and  appropriate  $7,000.00  to  be  expended  by  the  Town  Manager  for  the  purchase  and 
equipping  of  one  new  half-ton  pick-up  truck  for  the  Highway  Department  and  authorize  the  Town  Manager 
to  trade  in  the  present  1972  Dodge  pick-up  truck. 

Article  14:  Police  Cruisers 

Voted:  To  raise  and  appropriate  $20,000.00  to  be  expended  by  the  Town  Manager  for  the  purchase  and 
equipping  of  four  cruisers  for  the  Police  Department  and  authorize  the  Town  Manager  to  trade  in  four  of  the 
present  cruisers. 

Article  15:  Sidewalk  Plow 

To  see  if  the  Town  will  raise  and  appropriate,  or  appropriate  from  available  funds,  the  sum  of  $10,000.00, 
or  any  other  sum,  to  be  expended  by  the  the  Town  Manager  for  the  purchase  and  equipping  of  a  sidewalk 
plow  for  the  Highway  Department,  or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 
Voted:  To  take  no  action. 

Article  16:  Sidewalk  Construction 

To  see  if  the  Town  will  raise  and  appropriate,  or  appropriate  from  available  funds  the  sum  of  $2,000.00 
to  be  expended  by  the  Town  Manager  for  the  construction  of  sidewalks,  or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 
Voted  to  take  no  action. 

Article  17:  Minot  Ave.  Taylor  Rd.  Intersection 

To  see  if  the  Town  will  raise  and  appropriate,  or  appropriate  from  available  funds,  the  sum  of  $3,000.00  or 
any  other  sum,  to  be  expended  by  the  Town  Manager  for  the  purpose  of  reconstruction  and  safety 
improvements  at  the  Minot  Avenue  and  Taylor  Road  intersection,  or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 
Voted:  To  take  no  action. 

Article  18:  Minot  Ave.,  Taylor  Rd.  Easement 

Voted:  To  accept  a  perpetual  easement  for  drainage  purposes  off  Brook  Street  described  in  a  deed  from 
I.  George  Gould  to  the  Town  of  Acton  dated  November  17,  1976,  and  recorded  with  the  Middlesex 
South  District  Registry  of  Deeds  in  Book  13101  Page  271. 
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Article  21:  Library  Lighting 

Motion:     To  raise  and  appropriate  $8,400.00  to  be  expended  by  the  Trustees  of  the  Acton  Memorial 

Library  for  the  improvement  of  the  lighting  in  the  library. 

Motion  lost. 
Article  22:  Town  Records 

Voted  unanimously:     To  raise  and  appropriate  $1,000.00  to  be  expended  by  the  Town  Manager  for  the 

purpose  of  microfilming,  storage  and  preservation  of  Town  Records  and  Documents. 
Article  23:  Building  Permit  Fee  Schedule 

Voted:  To  adopt  a  schedule  of  fees  for  building  permits  and  inspection  services  as  follows: 


Building  Permit-(based  on  estimated  $  3.00  per  $1 ,000. 

construction  cost  as  determined  estimated  construction 

by  current  national  average  costs)  cost 

Building  Permit,  Minimum  Fee   $10.00 

Construction  started  without  permit   Double  scheduled  fee 

Occupancy  inspection  per  Section  120.3   $30.00 

of  State  Building  Code 
Article  24: 


Motion:  To  raise  and  appropriate  $2,400.00  for  the  purchase  of  voting  booths. 
Motion  lost. 
Article  25:  Community  Education 

Voted:  To  raise  and  appropriate  $2,136.62  to  support  the  Community  Education  program. 

Voted:    That  if  we  have  not  reached  the  School  Budget  by  10:15  P.M.  that  this  meeting  be  adjourned  until 
Wednesday,  April  27  at  7:30  P.M.  in  this  same  place. 
Article  26:  Fire  Truck 

Voted:    To  appropriate  the  sum  of  $75,000.00  to  be  expended  by  the  Town  Manager  for  the  purchase  and 
equipping  of  a  fire  pump  truck  and  to  raise  said  appropriation  by  including  $40,000.00  in  the  tax  levy  and 
by  authorizing  the  Treasurer,  with  the  approval  of  the  Selectmen,  to  borrow  $35,000.00  under  G.L.  c.  44. 
Total  vote  213.      Yes  -  210      No -3      Needed  to  carry  - 142 

Article  27:  Recreational  Easement 

Voted  unanimously:  To  accept  a  perpetual  easement  for  recreational  purposes  off  Knox  Trail  in  Concord 
Acton  Industrial  Park,  shown  on  a  site  plan  of  land  in  Acton,  Massachusetts,  owned  by  Concord  Acton 
Squash  Club,  dated  July  19, 1976. 

Article  28: 

Motion:    To  authorize  the  Board  of  Selectmen  to  purchase  or  take  by  eminent  domain  for  recreation  purposes 

the  two  parcels  of  land  described  as  follows: 

Lot  421,  containing  21,256  sq.  ft.,  and  lot  422,  containing  22,315  sq.  ft.  shown  on  plan  entitled  "Definitive 
plan  of  Brucewood  Estates  Section  IV;  owner  and  subdivider:  Tremarche  Realty  Trust;  dated  October  1,  1974, 
and  revised  January  15,  1975.  Said  plan  is  recorded  with  the  Middlesex  South  District  Registry  of 
Deeds  in  Book  12773,  Page  399,  as  plan  184  of  1975. 

and  raise  and  appropriate  $30,000.00  for  said  acquisition  and  for  expenses  incidental  thereto. 

Motion  lost. 
Article  29: 

Motion:   To  raise  and  appropriate  $4,300.00  to  construct  a  small  boat  dock  and  parking  area  on  Town  owned 
land  adjacent  to  the  Assabet  River  off  High  Street. 
Motion  lost. 

Adjourned  at  11:10  P.M. 
Wednesday,  April  27,  1977. 

Town  Clerk  called  the  meeting  to  order  at  7:30  P.M.  and  conducted  election  of  Temporary  Moderator. 
Donald  MacKenzie  was  elected  and  sworn  in  an  Temporary  Moderator. 
Article  30:  Tricentennial  Trust 

Voted  unanimously:  To  accept  as  a  gift  a  trust  fund  established  by  Ann  Barton,  Lynne  Salisbury  and 
Connie  Thomas  for  the  purpose  of  celebrating  and  promoting  the  Tricentennial  Celebration. 

"I  HEAR  A  DRUM"  TRICENTENNIAL  TRUST 
CONDmONS-Use  of  i  HEAR  A  DRUM"  Tricentennial  Trust  Fund: 

1.  Funds  remain  untouched  to  accrue  interest  on  deposit  until  April  2074,  or  the  year  before  beginning 
of  the  Tricentennial  Celebration. 
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2.  Town  shall  accept  responsibility  for  administration  of  Trust.  Trustees  shall  be  appointed  by  Town  Moderator. 

3.  Use  of  funds  is  restricted  to  grants,  gifts,  and  expenses  in  connection  with  creative  and  aesthetic 
contributions  to  Acton's  Tricentennial  Celebration.  Funds  could  be  used  to  commission  plays,  musical  compositions, 
poems,  essays  or  works  of  art.  A  significant  proportion  of  the  funds  available  from  this  Trust  must 
be  used  for  activities  which  directly  involve  Acton  Children  in  the  celebration  of  the  Tricentennial  Celebration. 

Article  31:  Conservation  Land  -  Main  Street 

To  see  if  the  Town  will  authorize  the  Conservation  Commission  to  purchase  or  otherwise  acquire,  and  will 
authorize  the  Selectmen  to  take  by  eminent  domain,  upon  the  written  request  of  the  Conservation  Commission, 
for  conservation  purposes,  including  outdoor  recreation,  as  provided  by  Section  8C  of  Chapter  40  of  the 
General  Laws,  the  fee,  or  any  other  interest  in  all  or  any  other  part  of  a  parcel  of  land  located  at 
875-877  Main  Street  abutting  existing  Conservation  Land,  now  or  formerly  owned  by  Henry  Erikson, 
containing  1  acre  more  or  less,  shown  as  Parcels  42  and  43,  Plate  C-5  in  the  Town  Atlas;  and 
appropriate  a  sum  of  money  therefor  from  the  Conservation  Fund;  and  authorize  the  Conservation  Commission 
to  contract  for  reimbursement  from  the  Commonwealth  under  G.L.  Chapter  132A,  Section  11;  or  take  any 
other  action  relative  thereto. 
Voted  unanimously:  To  take  no  action. 
Article  32:  Conservation  Land  -  Main  Street  and  Taylor  Road 

To  see  if  the  Town  will  authorize  the  Conservation  Commission  to  purchase  or  otherwise  acquire,  and 
will  authorize  the  Selectmen  to  take  by  eminent  domain,  upon  written  request  of  the  Conservation 
Commission,  for  conservation  purposes,  including  outdoor  recreation,  as  provided  by  Section  8C  of  Chapter 
40  of  the  General  Laws,  the  fee,  or  any  other  interest  in  all  or  any  part  of  a  parcel  of  land  located 
at  425  Main  Street  and  the  comer  of  2  Taylor  Road  abutting  existing  Conservation  Land,  now  or  formerly 
owned  by  Edward  F.  and  Harriet  E.  Bridges,  containing  14.93  acres  more  or  less  shown  as  Parcels 
67  and  76  on  Plate  F3a  in  the  Town  Atlas  and  also  shown  as  Lot  B  on  plan  entitled  "Plan  of 
Land  in  Acton,  MA.  owned  by  Edward  F.  and  Harriet  E.  Bridges"  by  Town  of  Acton  Engineering 
Department,  dated  December  1,  1976;  and  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  therefor  and  determine  whether  the 
money  shall  be  provided  by  borrowing  or  otherwise;  and  authorize  the  Conservation  Commission  to  contract 
for  reimbursement  from  the  Commonwealth  under  G.L.  132A,  Section  11;  or  take  any  other  action 
relative  thereto. 

Voted:  To  authorize  the  Conservation  Commission  to  purchase  or  otherwise  acquire,  and  to  authorize  the 
Selectmen  to  take  by  eminent  domain,  upon  written  request  of  the  Conservation  Commission,  for  conservation 
purposes,  including  outdoor  recreation,  the  fee,  or  any  other  interest,  in  all  or  part  of  a  parcel  of  land 
located  at  425  Main  Street  and  the  comer  of  Taylor  Road,  abutting  existing  conservation  land,  now  or 
formerly  owned  by  Edward  F.  and  Harriet  E.  Bridges,  containing  14.93  acres  more  or  less,  shown  as  Lot 
B  on  a  plan  entitled  "Plan  of  Land  in  Acton,  Mass.  owned  by  Edward  F.  and  Harriet  E.  Bridges" 
by  the  Town  of  Acton  Engineering  Department  dated  December  2,  1976;  and  approve  the  expenditure 
of  $60,000.00  therefor  from  the  conservation  fund;  and  authorize  the  Conservation  Commission  to  contract 
for  reimbursement  from  the  Federal  Government. 

Total  Vote  -  273.         Needed  to  carry  - 182.         Yes  -  205.         No -68. 
Article  33:  Conservation  Land  -  Spring  Hill  Road 

To  see  if  the  Town  will  authorize  the  Conservation  Commission  to  purchase  or  otherwise  acquire,  and  will 
authorize  the  Selectmen  to  take  by  eminent  domain,  upon  the  request  of  the  Conservation  Commission,  for 
conservation  purposes,  including  outdoor  recreation,  as  provided  in  Section  8C  of  Chapter  40  of  the  General  Laws, 
the  fee  or  any  other  interest  in  all  or  part  of  a  parcel  of  land  located  near  Spring  Hill  Road  on  the 
Carlisle  line  abutting  existing  Conservation  Land,  now  or  formerly  owned  by  Pauline  S.  Clayton  Greene, 
containing  50  ±  acres  more  or  less  as  shown  on  part  of  Parcel  4,  Plate  D-6,  in  the  Town  Atlas;  and 
appropriate  a  sum  of  money  therefor  and  determine  whether  the  money  shall  be  provided  by  borrowing 
or  otherwise;  and  authorize  the  Conservation  Commission  to  contract  for  reimbursement  from  the  Commonwealth 
under  G.L.  chapter  132A,  Section  1 1 ;  or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 
Voted  unanimously:  To  take  no  action. 
Article  34:  Conservation  Land  -  Central  Street 

To  see  if  the  Town  will  authorize  the  Conservation  Commission  to  purchase  or  otherwise  acquire,  and  will 
authorize  the  Selectmen  to  take  by  eminent  domain,  upon  the  written  request  of  the  Conservation  Commission, 
for  Conservation  purposes,  including  outdoor  recreation,  as  provided  by  Section  8C  of  Chapter  40  of  the 
General  Laws,  the  fee,  or  any  other  interest  in  all  or  any  part  of  a  parcel  of  land  located  off  Central  Street 
in  back  of  Idylwilde  Farm,  Inc.,  now  or  formerly  owned  by  Louis  Flerra,  containing  21.4  acres  more  or  less, 
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shown  as  Parcel  143,  Plate  E-2  in  the  Town  Atlas;  and  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  therefor  from  the 

Conservation  Fund;  and  authorize  the  Conservation  Commission  to  contract  for  reimbursement  from  the 

Commonwealth  under  G.L.  Chapter  132A,  Section  11;  or  take  any  other  action  relative,  thereto. 

Voted:  To  take  no  action. 
Article  35:  Tax  Anticipation  Notes 

Voted  unanimously:    To  authorize  the  Town  Treasurer,  with  the  approval  of  the  Selectmen,  to  borrow  money 

from  time  to  time   in  anticipation  of  the  revenue  of  the  financial  year  beginning  July   1,   1977,  in 

accordance  with  the  Provisions  of  General  Laws,  Chapter  44,  Section  4,  and  to  issue  a  note  or  notes 

therefor,  payable  within  one  year,  and  to  renew  any  note  or  notes  as  may  be  given  for  a  period 

less  than  one  year  in  accordance  with  General  Laws,  chapter  44,  Section  17. 
Article  36:  Free  Cash  Transfer 

Voted:     To  transfer  $350,000.00  from  Free  Cash  to  be  used  by  the  Assessors  in  establishing  the  tax 

rate  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1978. 
Article  37:  Reserve  Fund 

Voted  unanimously:  To  raise  and  appropriate  $65,000.00  for  a  reserve  fund  pursuant  to  G.L.  Chapter  40,  Section6. 
Article  8:  School  Budget 

Discussed  School  Budget. 

Adjourned  at  11:05  P.M. 
Monday,  May  2,  1977. 

Moderator  called  the  meeting  to  order  at  7:30  P.M. 
Article  8: 

Continued  discussion  on  School  Budget. 

Voted  as  shown  in  Budget  under  Article  8. 

Voted:  To  adjourn  at  1 1 :25  P.M. 

The  following  persons  served  as  tellers  at  this  meeting: 

Richard  Phillips,  Betty  Youse,  Theron  Lowden,  William  Maxwell,  Marion  Maxwell,  Robert  Puffer,  William  Smith, 
Beatrice  Perkins,  Jean  Gerhardt,  Kathleen  Cataldo,  Jack  Batchelder,  Roger  Huebsch,  Susan  Huebsch, 
Robert  McCluer,  Patricia  Pierson,  Katherine  Kinsley,  Walter  Gates,  William  Reich,  Jean  Schmelzer,  Regina  Poppert, 
Janet  Richter,  Paul  Poppert,  Kenneth  Goff,  Nollie  Srivastava. 

A  true  copy,  Attest 

Charles  M.  MacRae 
Town  Clerk 
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ABSTRACT  OF  THE  PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE 
SPECIAL  TOWN  MEETING  APRIL  12,  1977,  AND 
ADJOURNED  SESSIONS  APRIL  13,  25,  AND  28,  1977 

Tuesday,  April  12, 1977. 

Moderator  called  the  meeting  to  order  at  8:30  P.M. 

Voted:  To  adjourn  this  meeting  until  after  the  second  Special  Town  Meeing  on  April  13. 
Wednesday,  April  13, 1977 

Moderator  called  the  meeting  to  order  at  8:15  P.M. 
Article  1:  Chap.  808 

Voted:  To  accept  the  provisions  of  Chapter  808  of  the  Acts  of  1975,  the  Zoning  Act. 
Article  2:  Zoning  By-law 

Voted:  To  adjourn  at  end  of  discussion  at  1 1 :00  P.M.  to  Monday,  April  25  at  7:30  P.M. 
Adjourned  at  11:08  P.M.  after  discussion  on  this  article. 
Monday,  April  25, 1977. 

Town  Clerk  called  the  meeting  to  order  at  7:30  P.M.  and  conducted  election  of  Temporary  Moderator. 
Donald  MacKenzie  was  elected  and  sworn  in  as  Temporary  Moderator. 
Article  2: 

Continued  discussion 

Voted:  To  adjourn  after  section  under  discussion  at  1 1 :00  P.M.  until  7:30  P.M.  Thursday,  if  meeting  not  ended. 

Adjourned  at  11:15  P.M. 
Thursday,  April  28, 1977. 

Temporary  Moderator  called  the  meeting  to  order  at  7:30  P.M. 
Article  2: 

Voted  unanimously:  To  adopt  a  revision  of  the  Zoning  By-law. 
For  full  text  of  new  Zoning  By-Law  see  page 
Article  3:  Zoning  Map 

Voted  unanimously:    To  amend  the  Zoning  Map  by  changing  certain  land  between  Maple  Street  and  the 
railroad  from  a  General  Industrial  District  (1-1)  to  Residence  R-2  District,  by  extending  the  R-2  District 
boundary  line  to  the  boundary  between  parcels  36  and  37  on  Plate  H-2A  of  the  Town  Atlas. 
Article  4:  Zoning  Map 

Voted:    To  amend  the  Zoning  Map  by  changing  certain  land  on  Central  Street  bounded  southerly  by  the 
Village  Center  Business  District  boundary  line,  bounded  westerly  be  Central  Street  and  bounded  easterly 
by  the  railroad  from  a  Residence  R-2  District  to  a  General  Business  (B)  District;  such  land  is  identified 
as  Parcels  239  and  252,  Plate  E-2  and  Parcel  2-1,  Plate  F2A  of  the  Town  Atlas. 
Total  Vote  -  50.         Yes -46        No -4        Needed  to  carry  -  33*. 
Voted:  To  adjourn  at  10:5;  P.M. 

The  following  persons  served  as  tellers  at  the  above  meetings: 

Richard  Phillips,  Betty  Youse,  Theron  Lowden,  William  Maxwell,  Marion  Maxwell,  Robert  Puffer,  William  Smith, 
Beatrice  Perkins,  Jean  Gerhardt,  Kathleen  Cataldo,  Jack  Batchelder,  Roger  Huebsch,  Susan  Huebach, 
Robert  McCluer,  Patricia  Pierson,  Katherine  Kinsley,  Walter  Gates,  William  Reich,  Jean  Schmelzer,  Regina  Poppert, 
Paul  Poppert,  Janet  Richter,  Kenneth  Goff,  Nollie  Srivastava. 

A  true  copy,  Attest: 
Town  Clerk 
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ABSTRACT  OF  THE  PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE 
SPECIAL  TOWN  MEETING,  APRIL  13, 1977 
AND  ADJOURNED  SESSION,  MAY  2,  1977 

Moderator  called  the  meeting  to  order  at  7:30  P.M. 
Article  1: 

Voted:  To  postpone  action  until  immediately  after  final  adjounment  of  the  Annual  Town  Meeting. 
Monday,  May  2,  1977. 

Moderator  called  the  meeting  to  order  at  1 1 :24  P.M. 
Article  1: 

Voted:  To  request  the  Legislature  to  enact  special  legislation  validating  the  1977  Annual  Town  Meeting 
and  Election  in  the  following  form  or  such  other  form  as  the  Legislature  deems  appropriate: 

"Section  1.  The  acts  and  proceedings  of  the  Town  of  Acton  taken  at  its  annual  town  meeting  held 
April  11,  1977,  and  its  election  of  town  officials  held  on  April  4,  1977,  are  hereby  ratified,  validated 
and  confirmed  despite  the  failure  of  the  Town  to  post  the  warrant  for  such  election  and  meeting  14  days 
prior  thereto. 

Section  2.  This  act  shall  take  effect  upon  its  passage." 
Voted  to  adjourn  at  11:25  P.M. 

A  true  copy,  Attest: 
Charles  M.  MacRae 
Town  Clerk 


ABSTRACT  OF  THE  PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE 
SPECIAL  TOWN  MEETING,  APRIL  13, 1977 

Moderator  called  themeeting  to  order  at  7:48  P.M. 
Article  1: 

Motion:  To  raise  and  appropriate  the  sum  of  $1,750.00  to  pay  one-half  the  estimated  cost  of  a  fireworks 
display  on  July  4,  1977. 

Total  vote:  225.         Yes  108         No  - 117. 
Motion  Lost. 

Voted:  To  adjourn  at  8:12  P.M. 

A  true  copy,  Attest: 
Charles  M.  MacRae 
Town  Clerk 


ABSTRACT  OF  THE  PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE 
SPECIAL  TOWN  MEETING  NOVEMBER  28, 1977 

Monday,  November  28,  1977. 

Moderator  called  the  meeting  to  order  at  7:38  P.M. 
Article  1:  Unpaid  Bills 

Voted  unanimously:     To  appropriate  $189.00  from  available  funds  to  pay  Warren  E.  Bemis  and  $575.00 
from  available  funds  to  pay  Joseph  G.  Perry  for  gas  and  plumbing  inspections  in  May  and  June  1977, 
and  appropriate  $926.55  from  available  funds  to  pay  Independent  Delivery  Service  for  delivery  of  town 
meeting  warrants. 
Article  2:  Pareago 

Voted:  To  authorize  the  Cemetery  Commissioners  to  accept  with  thanks  a  gift  from  Americo  J.  Pareago 
of  land  for  cemetery  purposes  containing  about  seven  acres,  and  described  in  a  deed  dated  January  11,  1946,  and 
recorded  at  Middlesex  South  Registry  of  Deeds  in  Book  6930,  Page  454. 

Voted:  To  instruct  the  Town  Clerk  to  send  a  letter  of  thanks  to  Americo  J.  Pareago  with  copy 
of  action  taken. 
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Article  3:  Perpetual  Care  By-Law 

Section  1:  The  Town  will  accept  from  any  person  a  sum  of  money,  not  less  than  $100.00,  the  income 
therefrom  to  be  used  for  the  annual  care  and  maintenance  of  such  lot  or  lots  in  a  public  cemetery  of 
the  Town  as  the  person  shall  designate,  and  for  the  care,  maintenance  and  improvement  of  the  cemetery 
in  which  such  lot  or  lots  are  located.  Such  deposit  shall  be  a  perpetual  fund  and  will  be  pooled  with 
other  deposits  of  a  similar  nature  that  are  received  to  comprise  the  Acton  Cemetery  Perpetual  Care  Fund. 
Section  2:  The  Town  Treasurer  shall  receive  all  sums  of  money  paid  in  accordance  with  the  preceding 
section  and  shall  give  a  proper  receipt  of  the  Town  therefor.  He  shall  keep  the  Cemetery  Commissioners 
regularly  informed  as  to  the  cemetery  lots  for  which  perpetual  car  funds  have  been  established.  He  shall 
annually,  at  such  time  as  the  Cemetery  Commissioners  request,  pay  over  to  said  Commissioners  all  income 
earned  on  such  sums.  Such  income  shall  be  judiciously  and  economically  expended  by  the  Cemetery 
Commissioners,  first,  for  the  care  and  maintenance  of  the  lot  or  lots,  including  the  monuments  and  markers 
thereon,  designated  by  the  donor  and  second,  for  the  care,  maintenance  and  improvement  of  the  cemetery 
in  which  such  lot  or  lots  are  located. 

Section  3:  Said  Cemetery  Commissioners  shall  faithfully  apply  all  amounts  received  by  them  in  accordance 
with  the  provisions  of  this  by-law. 

Section  4:  The  following  form  of  receipt  shall  be  given  in  behalf  of  the  Town  by  its  Treasurer  to 
persons  derositlng  money  under  the  provisions  of  this  by-law. 

The  Town  of  Acton  acknowledges  receipt  of  $  from  (A.B.)  as  a  perpetual  fund,  the  income  of  which  is  to 

be  used  for  the  maintenance  and  repair  of  the  following  lots  in  the  cemeteries  and  for  the  maintenance,  care 
and  improvement  of  the  cemetery  in  which  such  lots  are  located.  (Insert  description  of  lots.)  This  money  is  received 
and  shall  be  applied  in  accordance  with  a  by-law  of  the  Town  adopted  November  28, 1977". 

Section  5:  This  by-law  shall  apply  to  all  sums  deposited  with  the  Town  for  the  perpetual  care  of  new 
cemetery  lots  after  its  adoption.  The  provisions  of  the  By-law  adopted  March  25,  1901,  as  amended, 
shall  continue  to  apply  to  all  sums  previously  deposited  with  the  Town  under  its  provisions. 
Article  4:  Traffic  Lights 

To  see  if  the  Town  will  appropriate  from  available  funds,  the  sum  of  $6,500.00,  or  any  other  sum, 
to  cover  the  cost  of  engineering  design  plans  for  traffic  signal  lights  to  be  installed  at  the  corner  of 
Massachusetts  Avenue  and  Central  Street,  or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

Motion:      To  appropriate  $6,500.00  for  engineering  plans  for  traffic  control  devices  at  the  comer  of 
Massachusetts  Avenue  and  Central  Street. 
Motion  lost. 
Article  5: 

Voted:  To  rescind  the  vote  taken  under  Article  32  of  the  1977  Annual  Town  Meeting. 
Article  6:  Bridges  Land 

Voted:  To  authorize  the  Conservation  Commission  to  purchase  or  otherwise  acquire,  and  to  authorize  the  Selectmen 
to  take  by  eminent  domain,  upon  written  request  of  the  Conservation  Commission,  for  conservation  purposes, 
including  outdoor  recreation,  under  G.L.  c.  40,  Section  8C,  the  fee,  or  any  other  interest,  in  all  or  part  of 
a  parcel  ofland  located  at  425  Main  Street  and  the  comer  of  Taylor  Road,  abutting  existing  conservation 
land,  now  or  formerly  owned  by  Edward  F.  and  Harriet  E.  Bridges,  containing  14.93  acres  more  or  less, 
shown  as  Lot  B,  on  the  plan  entitled  "Plan  of  Land  in  Acton,  Mass.  owned  by  Edward  F.  and 
Harriet  E.  Bridges"  by  the  Town  of  Acton  Engineering  Department  dated  December  2,  1976;  and  approve  the 
expenditure  of  $60,000.00  therefor  from  the  conservation  fund;  and  authorize  the  Conservation  Commission  to 
contract  for  reimbursement  from  the  Commonwealth  under  G.L.c.  132A,  Section  11. 
Total  vote  -  255  Yes  196  No  -  59  Needed  to  carry  - 1 70 
Voted:  To  adjourn  at  9:40  P.M. 

The  following  persons  served  as  tellers  at  the  above  meeting: 

Roger  Huebsch,  Susan  Huebsch,  Theron  Lowden,  William  Smith,  Patricia  Pierson,  Marion  Maxwell,  Regina  Poppert. 

A  true  copy,  Attest: 
Town  Clerk 
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Acton  Public  Schools 

Acton-Boxborough  Regional  School  District 

ORGANIZATION 

Acton-Boxborough 

Acton  School  Committee  Regional  District  School  Committee 

Term  Expires  Term  Expires 

James  T.  O'Rourke   1980       James  T.  O'Rourke   1980 

Anne  Ridley   1979        Anne  Ridley   1979 

Robert  Evans   1978        Dennis  O'Rell   1980 

Norman  Lake   1978        Robert  Evans   1978 

Francis  Joyner,  Chairman   1979        Norman  Lake   1978 

Alice  Klammer   1979        Dennis  Kuipers,  Chairman   1978 

Francis  Joyner   1979 

Alice  Klammer    1979 

Barbara  Hodess   1979 

The  Acton  School  Committee  holds  regular  meetings  on  the  first  and  third  Thursdays  of  each  month,  and  the  Acton 
Boxborough  Regional  District  School  Committee  meets  regularly  on  the  second  and  fourth  Thursdays.  Both  groups 
convene  at  the  Acton-Boxborough  Regional  Senior  High  School  Music  Room  at  7:30  P.M. 

Administrators  Telephone 

Superintendent  of  Schools,  Raymond  J.  Grey   263  9503 

Assistant  Superintendent,  Gary  G.  Baker   263-9503 

Business  Manager,  Douglas  W.  Barrus   263  3403 

Head  Bookkeeper  and  Treasurer,  Priscilla  Felt   263  9503 

Principals:  Conant  School,  Joan  M.  Little   263  7407 

Douglas  School,  Robert  C.  Conroy   263-2753 

Gates  School,  James  Palavras   263-9162 

Merriam  School,  William  Sparks   263-2581 

McCarthy-Towne  School,  Parker  Damon   263  4982 

Junior  High  School,  Clifford  A.  Card   263  7716 

James  C.  Chace,  Vice  Principal   263  7716 

Senior  High  School,  Lawrence  McNulty   263-0210 

Donald  MacLeod,  Vice  Principal   263  7738 

Francis  Riley,  Vice  Principal   263  7738 

Coordinator  of  Pupil  Services,  William  J.  Petkewich   263  2492 

Coordinator  of  Fine  Arts,  Henry  W.  Wegiel   263-3562 

Coordinator  of  Buildings  and  Grounds,  Cornelius  M.  Casey   263  5272 

TENTATIVE  SCHOOL  CALENDAR  1978-1979 

Reopening  of  Schools  January  3, 1978                 Columbus  Day  October  9 

Martin  Luther  King  Day  January  16                       Veterans'  Day  November  10 

Winter  Vacation  February  20-24                   Thanksgiving  Recess  November  23  24 

Good  Friday  (V2  day)  March  24                          Christmas  Holidays  December  25  29 

Spring  Vacation  April  17-21                       Reopening  of  Schools  January  2,  1979 

Memorial  Day  May  29                             Winter  Vacation  February  19  23 

Graduation  June  2                              Spring  Vacation  April  16  20 

Close  of  Schools  (students)  June  15                           Memorial  Day  May  28 

Close  of  Schools  (teachers)  June  16                           Graduation  June  1 
Summer  Recess 

Reopening  of  Schools  September  6 

NO  SCHOOL  SIGNAL 

2-2-2-2  6:30  A.M.  No  School  ABRSD  All  Day 

1-  1-1-1  7:15  A.M.  No  School  Acton  Public  Schools,  Grades  K-6  All  Day 

2-  2-2-2  7:00  A.M.  No  School  All  Schools  All  Day 
Announcements  aired  on:  WBZ  -  1030  AM  Dial:  WHDH  -  850  AM  Dial;  WCVB  TV,  Channel  5;  WEIM  Fitchburg; 


starting  at  6:00  A.M. 
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Acton  Public  Schools 

Report  From  the  Superintendent 
of  Schools 

There  continues  to  be  a  slight  decline  in  the  total 
student  population  of  Acton  Public  Schools.  In  October, 
1976,  there  were  2538  students,  and  in  October,  1977, 
there  were  2499,  a  decline  of  89  students  or  about  3.5%. 
As  a  result  of  the  student  decline,  the  teaching  staff  was 
reduced  by  the  equivalent  of  three  full-time  teachers. 
Average  class  size  remains  at  about  25. 

Primarily  because  of  increases  in  contracted  salaries, 
Chapter  766  special  education  costs  and  inflation  in  the 
costs  of  materials,  services  and  utilities,  the  budget  for 
1977  78  is  6.2%  higher  than  last  year's.  There  was  no 
expansion  of  programs  or  services. 

There  have  been  some  changes  in  the  administrative 
staff.  Mrs.  Joan  Little  has  succeeded  Mr.  George  Lemire 
as  Principal  of  the  Conant  School.  She  comes  to  us  from 
a  principalship  in  Groton.  Over  one  hundred  applications 
were  screened  by  a  committee  of  administrators, 
teachers,  and  parents,  and  recommendations  were  made 
to  the  Superintendent  who  recommended  Mrs.  Little  to 
the  School  Committee.  Mr.  Mark  Kaufman,  who  has  been 
a  teacher  at  McCarthy-Towne  School,  is  serving  as 
Acting  Principal  of  the  McCarthy  Towne  School  while  Dr. 
Parker  Damon  is  on  a  sabbatical.  He  too,  was  one  of 
many  applicants  considered  by  a  screening  committee 
prior  to  the  Superintendent's  recommendation  of  him  to 
the  School  Committee.  Mr.  William  Petkewich  has 
succeeded  Miss  Ruth  Proctor  as  Coordinator  of  Pupil 
Personnel  Services,  but  Miss  Proctor  remains  on  the  Pupil 
Personnel  Services  staff.  Miss  Proctor  has  served  loyally 
and  extremely  effectively  as  Coordinator  of  Pupil 
Personnel  Services  over  many  years,  and  was 
instrumental  in  developing  a  Pupil  Personnel  Services 
Department  that  is  of  great  pride  to  all  of  us  in  this  district. 
Mr.  Marilyn  Murdoch,  who  was  on  the  staff  of  the 
Network  of  Innovative  Schools  a  special  education 
consultant,  suceeds  Mr.  Petkewich  as  Assistant 
Coordinator  of  Pupil  Personnel  Services. 

Research  and  development  projects  were  completed 
this  past  summer  in  reading,  mathematics,  and  social 
studies,  all  of  which  have  helped  to  improve  our 
curriculum  in  those  areas.  The  Assistant  Superintendent, 
Dr.  Gary  Baker,  developed  a  system-wide  Curriculum 
Handbook  for  teachers,  administrators,  and  interested 
parents  that  describes  the  curriculum  guides  available  in 
each  subject  area,  the  curriculum  resources,  curriculum 
time  allocation  guidelines,  means  of  communicating  about 
and  evaluating  the  curriculum,  and  means  of  changing 
and  improving  the  curriculum.  He  also  coordinated  a 
series  of  public  curriculum  reviews  with  the  School 
Committee  between  June  and  November  which  allowed 
the  School  Committee  and  public  to  develop  a  better 
understanding  of  the  content  and  needs  of  our  curriculum 
programs.  Testing  results  indicate  superior  performance 
on  the  part  of  our  students.  A  Committee  on  the  Gifted 


and  Talented,  made  up  of  teachers,  administrators  and 
parents,  is  exploring  with  Dr.  Baker  options  for  programs 
for  our  gifted  and  talented  students,  and  is  expected  to 
make  recommendations  to  the  Superintendent  and  the 
School  Committee  in  1978.  A  new  and  improved  staff 
evaluation  system  and  new  report  card  formats  were 
instituted  in  the  1976-1977  school  year. 

Principals  have  this  past  fall  made  presentations  to  the 
School  Committee  on  their  major  goals  and  needs.  Their 
reports  follow. 

Reports  From  the  Elementary 
Principals 

Mrs.  Joan  Little,  Conant  School: 

Mrs.  Joan  Little  stated  that  she  began  her  duties  at 
Conant  in  August.  Mrs.  Patricia  Grieve  was  also  added  to 
the  staff  of  Conant  as  a  fifth  grade  teacher,  and 
Curriculum  Specialists  Bonnie  Jensen,  Mary  Kay 
Tornrose  and  Eugene  Trainor  have  taken  up  residence  at 
Conant,  although  they  continue  to  service  all  Acton 
Elementary  Schools. 

Beginning  in  January  the  Conant  School  will  serve  as 
training  site  for  a  team  of  Fitchburg  State  College 
students  who  will  provide  tutorial  help  for  individual 
students  and  small  groups  under  the  direction  of  their 
college  instructor. 

The  fourth,  fifth  and  sixth  grade  teachers  are  presently 
reviewing  Math  programs  with  Curriculum  Specialist 
Mary  Kay  Tornrose  and  will  be  adopting  a  new  Math 
program  in  the  Spring. 

Parent  involvement  has  become  a  major  thrust  at 
Conant  with  activities  to  date  including  a  Get  Acquainted 
Picnic  in  the  fall,  Open  House,  a  Curriculum  Fair,  Parent 
Visitation  Day,  Parent  Coffees,  a  continuation  of  the 
Parent  Teacher  Advisory  and  a  very  successful  Christmas 
Fair.  The  excellent  attendance  and  positive  response  to 
these  parent  activities  has  been  extremely  gratifying. 

Mr.  Robert  C.  Conroy,  Douglas  School: 

At  the  Douglas  School,  Principal  Robert  Conroy 
reported  that  during  1977,  Douglas  School  bade  farewell 
to  two  valued  members  of  the  original  school  staff.  Mr. 
Paul  Richardson  retired  as  head  custodian  after  many 
years  of  valued  service  to  the  children  of  Acton,  and 
Beverly  Tyler,  school  secretary  and  friend  to  all  who  knew 
her,  moved  to  New  Hampshire.  Esther  Davis,  cafeteria 
manager,  also  moved  from  Acton  and  the  untimely  death 
of  custodian  and  friend  Francis  Ward  saddened 
everyone. 

A  busy  year  found  the  staff  engaged  in  implementing  a 
new  spelling  program  and  a  new  staff  evaluation 
procedure.  Current  math  programs  were  evaluated  and  a 
new  program  selected  for  adoption.  A  new  student  report 
card  was  used  for  the  first  time,  and  study  groups  were 
formed  to  explore  opportunities  in  changing  enrollment 
and  procedures  for  effective  parent  teacher 
conferences. 

The  Title  I  and  Special  Needs  Programs  continued  to 
provided  support  services  to  children  having  difficulty  in 
our  instructional  programs.  Mr.  L.  Brett,  school  counselor, 
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initiated  the  development  of  a  classroom  program  in 
affective  education  responsive  to  the  behavioral  needs  of 
elementary  school  students.  Our  sixth  grades  were 
homogeneously  grouped  for  math  and  language  arts 
instruction  while  the  Camp  Sargent  week  of  our 
environmental  education  program  was  conducted  in 
October. 

Mrs.  Louisa  Medeiros  and  the  students  in  her  Resource 
Room  class  moved  to  Douglas  School  from  Boxborough, 
while  Mrs.  Virginia  LoDuca  joined  our  staff  and  Miss  Ellen 
Kramer,  second  grade  teacher,  moved  to  our  nation's 
capital. 

The  Douglas  School  Council,  under  the  leadership  of 
Mrs.  Suzanne  Gaetano  and  Mrs.  Ann  Wilson  continued 
to  provide  supportive  services  through  an  active  volunteer 
force. 

Mr.  James  Palavras,  Gates  School: 

Principal  James  Palavras  of  the  Gates  School  listed  the 
following  developments  and  highlights: 

1.  Implemented   a   new   Handwriting  program  in 
grades  K  -  6. 

2.  Adopted  new  Spelling  and  English  programs  in 
grades  3  -6. 

3.  Project  Challenge  outdoor  equipment  was  installed. 

4.  Created  a  mathematics  materials  area. 

Highlights  included: 

1.  The  second  annual  launching  of  500  ballons  by 
by  students, 

2.  Parents'  Night  in  September, 

3.  The  second  annual  Sunday  afternoon  Family  Picnic 
in  June,  and 

4.  The  Community  Day  program  in  May. 

Also,  Gates  School  received  Title  I  federal  funds 
allowing  for  employment  of  two  paraprofessionals  to 
provide  direct  tutorial  assistance  in  reading  and 
mathematics. 

Mr.  Mark  Kaufman,  McCarthy-Towne 
School: 

McCarthy-Towne  School  Acting  Principal  Mark 
Kaufman  reported  the  following: 

The  School  year,  1977,  proved  to  be  a  very  positive 
one  for  McCarthy-Towne  School.  With  renovations 
completed,  we  enjoyed  the  first  smooth  opening  in  many 
years. 

During  1977,  the  school  continued  to  develop  new 
curricula  and  expand  its  programs.  In  particular,  the 
Social  Studies  Program  received  attention  with  a  Summer 
R&D  Project  for  sixth  grade,  new  materials  for  third 
grade  and  expanded  units  in  Medieval  Life  and  India.  A 
staff  committee  reviewed  the  math  program  and  made 
several  recommendations  for  mathematics  improvements 
to  be  made  in  1978.  In  reading,  the  major  programs 
continue  to  be  Words  in  Color  for  primary  grades  and 
Reading  In  Common  for  intermediate  grades. 

Project  Adventure,  an  outdoor  education  project  which 
was  originally  piloted  at  McCarthy-Towne,  was  extended 
system-wide    as     Project     Challenge.     Along  with 


gymnastics,  the  two  formed  the  basis  of  our  physical 
education  curriculum.  The  intergrated  Humanities 
Program  focused  on  utilizing  the  visual  arts  in  all  areas  of 
the  curriculum. 

Finally,  the  parent-school  aspects  of  McCarthy-Towne 
School  continued  to  receive  considerable  attention.  Prior 
to  the  opening  of  school,  over  70  people  attended  a 
meeting  for  new  families  at  which  the  school  programs 
were  explained  and  "support"  parents  were  introduced.  In 
response  to  the  results  of  the  annual  Parent  Survey  and 
comments  at  the  PTSO  annual  meeting,  the  PTSO  and 
staff  decided  to  focus  its  efforts  on  improving  the  school's 
"quality  of  life,"  in  particular,  the  grounds  surrounding  the 
school.  They  began  a  process  to  plan  for  comprehensive 
improvements  to  be  carried  out  over  the  next  few  years. 
Mr.  William  Sparks,  Merriam  School: 

Principal  William  Sparks  listed  the  highlights  of  the 
Merriam  School: 

1.  This  year's  enrollment  for  grades  1-6  is  445,  a 
decrease  of  ten  pupils  below  last  year's  enrollment. 
The  Kindergarten  pupils  numbering  54  continue  to 
be  accommodated  at  the  Douglas  School. 

2.  The  library  continues  to  expand  in  its  usefulness. 
There  are  now  6,500  volumes  of  books  catalogued 
in  the  media  center.  A  dedicated  staff  of  forty 
volunteers  assist  in  the  maintenance  of  an  excellent 
program  under  the  leadership  of  Mrs.  Helen  Berger 
(Media  Aide)  and  Mrs.  Joyce  Koop  (Coordinator  of 
Libraries). 

3.  An  evaluation  of  the  math  program  has  been 
ongoing  which  will  lead  the  school  into  an  adoption 
of  a  new  math  series  for  grades  K  6  during  the 
year. 

4.  An  Ice-Cream  Social  and  Silent  Auction  have 
contributed  to  the  raising  of  monies  for  a  new  stage 
sound  system. 

5.  The  school  volunteer  program  continues  to  be  most 
successful.  There  are  a  total  of  65  parent  volunteers 
who  willingly  give  of  their  time  and  talents  in  the 
library,  school  office,  Pupil  Personnel  Services 
Department,  classrooms  and  Social  Studies/ 
Science  Departments. 

6.  A  new  Handwriting  program  has  been  instituted 
and  is  meeting  with  much  success. 

7.  Space  needs  continue  to  rank  high  among  Merriam 
School's  priorities.  There  is  a  growing  concern  for 
additional  library,  art,  science,  physical  education 
and  music  space  for  the  school. 

8.  The  Merriam  School  received  Title  I  funds  for  the 
first  year,  which  allowed  for  additional  help  to 
children  having  difficulties  in  reading  and  math. 

9.  Without  strong  support  from  the  administration, 
teaching  staff,  office  personnel,  cafeteria  services, 
custodial  employees,  nursing  staff,  students, 
parents  and  parent  volunteers,  the  operation  of  the 
building  during  the  year  would  not  have  been  nearly 
as  effective.  We  are  extremely  grateful  for  this  team 
effort. 
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Acton-Boxborough 
Regional  School 
District 


Report  From  the 
Superintendent  of  Schools 


The  student  population  of  the  Acton-Boxborough 
Regional  School  District  is  down  slightly  from  2480  in 
1976  to  2447  in  1977,  a  decline  of  just  33  students,  or 
1.3%.  With  the  exception  of  the  addition  of  a  part-time 
Coordinator  of  Volunteers,  there  has  been  no  expansion 
of  programs  that  increased  the  budget  because  of 
additional  personnel,  but  due  to  contracted  salary 
increased,  Chapter  766  costs  and  inflation  for  utilities, 
materials  and  services,  the  budget  is  up  9.7%.  In  fact,  the 
music  program  at  the  Junior  High  School  was  cut  back  by 
one  teacher  because  of  budget  considerations.  We  seem 
to  be  under  increasing  pressure  to  maintain  or  reduce 
programs  and  to  fund  only  what  is  essential.  We  are  trying 
our  utmost  to  provide  a  high  quality  education  to  students 
with  as  little  impact  on  the  taxpayer  as  possible. 

There  has  been  some  change  in  administrative 
personnel.  Mr.  Warren  Kemp  has  been  appointed  the  new 
Foreign  Language  Department  Chairman.  He  came  to  us 
from  a  similar  position  in  Franklin,  Massachusetts.  Mr. 
Marlyn  Murdoch  has  been  appointed  as  the  new 
Assistant  Coordinator  of  Pupil  Personnel  Services.  He 
has  been  a  special  education  consultant  for  many  school 


districts  as  a  staff  member  of  the  Network  of  Innovative 
Schools.  He  succeeds  Mr.  William  Petkewich  who  has 
become  the  new  Coordinator  of  Pupil  Personnel  Services, 
a  position  which  Ms.  Ruth  Proctor  held  for  many  years. 
Ms.  Proctor  is  credited  with  the  primary  responsibility  for 
developing  a  Pupil  Personnel  Services  Department  which 
is  recognized  throughout  the  state  for  its  quality.  Ms. 
Proctor  remains  on  the  Pupil  Personnel  Services  staff  as  a 
member  of  the  Core  Evaluation  Team. 

The  School  Committee  and  public  were  given  an 
opportunity  to  review  all  curriculum  programs  in 
scheduled  presentations  coordinated  by  the  Assistant 
Superintendent,  Dr.  Gary  Baker,  with  the  participation  of 
Department  Heads  and  Principals.  Although  there  have 
not  been  any  academic  program  expansions  this  year 
funded  by  the  local  budget,  the  Junior  High  utilized  the 
research  and  development  program  to  organize  four  of  the 
present  teachers  and  a  counselor  into  an  Interdisciplinary 
Team  in  order  to  offer  students  and  parents  who  want  it 
an  opportunity  to  participate  in  a  somewhat  different 
organizational  scheme  than  was  heretofore  offered  at  the 
Junior  High.  Such  an  approach  offers  teachers  of  different 
subjects  and  parents  more  opportunities  to  work  closer 
together,  and  to  coordinate  different  academic  programs 
and  student  evaluations.  The  Junior  High  Social  Studies 
Department  also  had  a  research  and  development  project 
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to  improve  the  social  studies  curriculum  which  has  been 
followed  with  an  intensive  in-service  course  for  teachers. 

Two  projects  funded  with  federal  funds,  Project 
Challenge,  concerned  with  innovative  approaches  to 
building  student  self-confidence  in  physical  education  and 
counseling,  and  Project  Focus,  concerned  with  offering 
more  intensive  help  to  students  having  adjustment 
problems  at  the  Senior  High  School,  have  allowed  us  to 
develop  and  implement  promising  practices  that  benefit 
our  students  but  could  not  have  been  offered  within  our 
present  budget. 

All  evaluations  from  the  Comprehensive  Tests  of  Basic 
Skills,  the  Educational  Record  Bureau's  Comprehensive 
Testing  Program  and  the  College  Entrance  Examination 
Board's  tests  indicate  that  our  students  are  performing 
significantly  better  in  basic  skills  achievement  than 
national,  state  and  Greater  Boston  norms.  A  Citizens' 
Advisory  Committee  on  Competency-Based  Education 
has  been  formed  to  respond  to  the  state's  consideration  of 
competency  -  based  graduation  requirements  and  to 
recommend  a  competency-based  criteria  in  the  Acton- 
Box  borough  Regional  Schools.  We  believe  we  have  been 
vigilant  in  maintaining  standards  that  will  put  our 
graduates  in  good  stead  whether  in  the  work  or  academic 
worlds.  In  a  survey  given  to  the  class  of  1976,  97%  of  the 
181  respondents  rated  the  High  School  academic 
standards  from  "Satisfactory"  to  "Superior,"  and  only  7% 
felt  that  they  were  at  a  disadvantage  in  terms  of  their 
preparation  when  comparing  themselves  to  others  in  their 
college  class  or  job. 

New  band  uniforms  and  a  new  and  improved  football 
field  and  track  resulted  from  the  actions  of  the  School 
Committee  and  the  hard  work  and  dedication  of  many 


citizens  whose  endeavors  helped  reduce  the  total  costs. 
Such  commitment   to  improved  conditions   for  our 
students  on  the  part  of  citizens  is  what  makes  Acton 
Boxborough  such  a  desirable  area  in  which  to  raise  and 
educate  children. 

The  reports  of  the  Junior  High  School  Principal,  Mr. 
Clifford  Card;  the  Senior  High  School  Principal,  Dr. 
Lawrence  McNulty;  the  Fine  Arts  Coordinator,  Mr.  Henry 
Wegiel;  the  Pupil  Personnel  Services  Coordinator,  Mr. 
William  Petkewich,  and  the  Community  Education 
Coordinator,  Mr.  William  Ryan,  describe  in  detail  the 
developments  of  those  respective  programs. 

Mr.  Clifford  Card,  Junior  High  School: 

This  past  year,  the  Junior  High  School  has  instituted 
an  alternative  to  its  regular  program  at  the  seventh  grade 
level.  A  team  consisting  of  116  students  selected  at 
random  from  applicants,  and  four  teachers  in  the  areas  of 
English,  Social  Studies,  Math  and  Science,  was 
established  with  a  common  guidance  counselor  for  the 
group.  This  organizational  concept  is  designed  to  allow 
for  greater  interaction  among  the  several  components  of 
students,  teachers  and  parents.  It  is  also  hoped  that  this 
arrangement  will  provide  an  easier  transition  from  the 
elementary  schools  to  the  junior  high. 

Results  of  this  teaming  will  be  studied  by  the  staff, 
administration  and  the  School  Committee  with  the 
possibility  of  its  expansion  if  it  proves  successful;  inputs 
from  all  concerned  will  be  considered  before  a  final 
decision  is  made. 

This  past  fall  the  School  Committee  approved  a 
request  for  the  appointment  of  a  Volunteer  Coordinator. 
For  the  previous  three  years,  Mrs.  Selma  Garber  had 
acted  in  the  capacity  on  a  volunteer  basis  but  now 
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devotes  half-time  to  the  program.  Currently,  there  are 
over  seventy  volunteers  working  at  the  Junior  High  on  a 
regular  basis.  They  assit  the  classroom  teacher,  do 
clerical  work,  work  with  individual  students,  teach  mini 
courses,  sponsor  a  Christmas  Fair  for  the  benefit  of  the 
school.  Though  it  is  difficult  to  measure,  the  impact  made 
on  the  866  students  enrolled  is  considerable. 

Dr.  Lawrence  McNulty,  Senior  High 
School: 

The  population  explosion  experienced  by  the  towns  of 
Acton  and  Box  borough  during  the  late  1960's  and  early 
1970's  has  stabilized.  The  student  population  of  the 
Acton-Boxborough  Regional  High  School  (A.B.R.H.S.) 
has,  likewise,  stabilized  in  recent  years.  The  student 
population  of  A.B.R.H.S.,  as  of  November  1,  1977,  was 
1581  students.  The  high  school  facility,  with  its  $4.5 
million  addition  in  1973,  was  built  to  accommodate  1600 
students.  This  facility,  one  of  which  the  townspeople  of 
Acton  and  Boxborough  can  be  justifiably  proud,  provides 
an  outstanding  educational  setting  and  atmosphere  for 
our  high  school  students. 

Academically,  A.B.R.H.S.  continues  to  warrant  the 
respect  and  admiration  of  college  admission  officers. 
Approximately  72%  of  the  graduating  class  (N=376) 
pursued  further  education  in  September,  1977  in  over  30 
different  states  around  the  country.  Of  the  376  graduating 


seniors,  30%  qualified  for  the  National  Honor  Society,  22 
students  won  commendation  by  the  National  Merit 
Scholarship  Corporation  (NMSC),  16  were  semi-finalists, 
8  were  finalists,  and  one  student  won  an  NMSC 
scholarship  (A.B.R.H.S.  was  the  only  school  in  the  nation 
with  2  NMSC  winners  in  1976).  The  NMSC  winner  in 
1977  was  Sybil  Hughes,  who  is  attending 
Harvard/Radcliffe  College. 

In  terms  of  curriculum,  A.B.R.H.S.  continues  to  be  a 
comprehensive  secondary  school.  The  curriculum 
consisted  of  221  different  course  offerings  during  the 
1976-77  school  year.  Constant  evaluation  and  appraisal 
takes  place  in  order  to  insure  relevant  course  offerings 
and  the  proper  utilization  of  staff,  buildings,  equipment, 
and  instructional  materials.  We  feel  that  our  current 
curriculum  is  comprehensive,  relevant,  challenging,  and 
one  that  insures  academic  standards  of  the  highest 
caliber.  Courses  added  during  the  1977-78  schoolyear 
included  Lab  Biology  (Individualized)  in  the  Science 
Department,  Statistics  in  the  Mathematics  Department, 
and  Tradesman's  Workshop  in  the  Industrial  Arts 
Department. 

The  extracurricular  program  at  the  high  school  has 
expanded  over  the  years  and  now  consists  of 
interscholastic  athletics  (32  teams),  intramurals,  student 
government  activities,  fine  arts  activities,  and  a  variety  of 
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special  interest  clubs.  In  1977,  approximately  1500 
students  participated  in  one  or  more  extracurricular 
activities.  Highlighting  the  1976-77  extracurricular 
activities  was  the  athletic  program,  which  resulted  in  8 
league  championships  and  a  very  high  rating  in  the 
Boston  Globe's  Dalton  Trophy  won/loss  rating  system 
(2nd  of  76  in  Division  II  and  13th  of  472  in  the  State  of 
Massachusetts).  Other  individual  and  team  honors  were 
garnered  by  the  A.B.R.H.S.  Debate,  Mathematics,  and 
Chess  Teams.  Further  highlights  were  provided  by  the 
Fine  Arts  Program  which  included  a  Fine  Arts  weekend, 
11  drama  productions,  an  art  exhibit  and  an  art  show  at 
the  Acton  Town  Memorial  Library,  30  concerts,  a 
musical,  11  students  selected  for  the  Northeast  District 
Festival  Band,  Chorus,  Concert  Choir  (choir  members 
were  selec*?d  to  perform  for  the  American  Choral 
Directors  Association  Regional  Conference  at  Boston 
University),  and  Orchestra  (3  A.B.R.H.S.  students  were 
later  awarded  all  state  honors). 

Mr.   Henry  Wegiel,   Coordinator  of  Fine 
Arts: 

In  addition  to  the  usual  art  exhibits,  drama 
productions,  musical  programs  and  concerts  in  our 
schools  this  past  year,  staff  in  the  Fine  Arts  Department 
of  both  the  Acton  Public  and  Regional  Schools  felt  that  a 
greater  emphasis  should  be  placed  on  coordinating  more 
of  their  activities  with  other  disciplines  within  the  two 
school  systems.  At  the  Elementary  and  Junior  High 
School  levels,  especially,  Art,  Music,  Drama,  L.A..,  S.S., 
and  P.E  and  Science  combined  in  a  variety  of  units  of 
study  at  various  grade  levels,  and  included  study  involving 
our  heritage,  history  of  the  Pilgrims  and  Indians,  the 
culture  of  Africa  and  other  nations,  lessons  in  sound  and 
acoustics,  and  Impressionism  in  the  Arts.  The  staff  hopes 
to  further  develop  this  idea  into  a  workable  program  in  all 
of  our  schools. 

Mr.  William  Petkewich,  Coordinator  of 
Pupil  Personnel  Services: 

The  year  1977,  has  been  marked  by  a  relatively  large 
number  of  staff  changes  as  a  result  of  transfer,  retirement, 
and  several  resignations.  At  the  same  time  the  programs 
and  activities  of  the  Pupil  Personnel  Services  have  been 
rather  stable.  The  only  program  expansion  has  been  at 
the  high  school  level  where  the  special  education  staff  has 
been  increased  through  the  use  of  federal  funds  (P  L.  94- 
142.) 

A  major  emphasis  of  the  Pupil  Personnel  Services 
Departments  has  continued  to  be  the  implementation  of 
Chapter  766.  the  Massachusetts  special  eucation  law. 
Core  evaluation  and  program  review  activities  have 
continued  at  a  high  level  and  services  have  been  provided 
through  school  staff.  The  ability  of  special  education  staff 
to  meet  all  the  needs  of  all  students  has  been  somewhat 
strained,  especially  at  the  secondary  level.  The  major 
budgeting  impact  of  the  Pupil  Personnel  Services  has 
been  the  continued  large  increase  in  tuition  charges  for 
students  who  cannot  be  served  within  our  schools. 


Staff  members  are  also  in  the  process  of  becoming 
familiar  with  the  new  federal  special  education  law,  P.L. 
94-142,  which  became  effective  on  October  1,  1977. 
While  similar  to  Chapter  766  in  many  respects,  there  are 
some  differences  which  may  affect  our  special  education 
programs  and  procedures.  Community  information 
programs  are  being  planned  for  the  Spring  of  1978. 

Two  major  reports  have  been  presented  to  the  School 
Committees  during  1977.  The  first  was  a  follow-up  study 
with  the  Class  of  1976  which  was  completed  by  the  High 
School  Counseling  Department,  Department  Heads,  and 
Admininstration.  This  report,  which  was  reviewed  by  the 
Committees  during  the  spring,  will  be  up-dated 
periodically.  The  second  was  a  Curriculum  Review  of  the 
Pupil  Personnel  Services  which  was  submitted  to  the 
Committees  in  October  1977.  Copies  of  these  reports  are 
available  for  review  by  calling  the  Coordinator  of  Pupil 
Personnel  Services  at  263-5091. 

The  use  of  volunteers  to  assist  with  clerical  and 
instructional  activities  has  expanded  greatly  during  the 
course  of  the  year.  This  has  provided  much-needed  help 
to  professional  staff  and  an  opportunity  for  volunteers  to 
gain  insight  into  PPS  programs.  The  Speech  and 
Language  Department  implemented  a  Volunteer  Aide 
Training  Program,  which  members  had  developed 
through  a  Research  and  Development  Project  in  the 
summer  of  1976. 

Another  major  emphasis  of  all  PPS  departments  has 
been  staff  development  activities  which  have  included:  in- 
service  programs  for  regular  classroom  teachers  related  to 
children  with  learning  problems  and  children  with  speech 
and  language  problems;  continuing  consultation  to  regular 
classroom  teachers  provided  by  specialists;  in-service 
training  for  specialists  related  to  core  evaluation  activities; 
and  attendence  at  courses  or  conferences  offered  outside 
the  local  schools.  In  addition,  some  members  of  the 
Speech  and  Language,  Counseling,  and  Learning 
Disabilities  Departments  have  been  involved  as  panalists 
or  presenters  at  several  state  and  national  conferences. 

As  the  new  year  begins  the  new  PPS  administration 
looks  forward  to  the  continuation  of  a  review  of  all 
programs  so  that  long-range  plans  can  be  developed  and 
recommendations  for  systematic  change  can  be 
presented  to  the  School  Committees. 

Mr.    William    Ryan,    Coordinator  of 
Community  Education: 

The  Acton-Boxborough  Community  Education 
Program  serves  as  a  link  between  the  residents  of  Acton 
and  Boxborough  and  the  Public  Schools,  and  all  residents 
are  urged  to  partake  in  the  wide  variety  of  educational 
programs  and  activities  that  are  offered  to  the  community. 
Many  programs  and  activities  are  determined  by  your 
neighbors'  serving  on  the  Community  Education  Advisory 
Committee.  Residents  are  welcome  to  attend  the 
Advisory  Committee  meetings  which  are  held  the  second 
Monday  of  each  month  from  7:30  to  9:30  p.m.  at  the 
Acton-Boxborough  Regional  Junior  High  School  Library. 
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New  residents  are  encouraged  to  visit  the  Community 
Education  office  located  in  the  main  lobby  of  the  Junior 
High  School  to  learn  of  the  different  educational,  cultural 
and  community  opportunities  that  are  available  in  Acton- 
Boxborough.  These  activities  are  also  described  in  the 
Community  Education  Newspaper,  INTERACTION, 
which  is  mailed  four  times  yearly  to  all  Acton-Boxborough 
residents. 

Community  Education  Coordinator,  Bill  Ryan  listed  the 
following  areas  as  accomplishments  in  1977: 
Establishment  of  the  Community  Education  SUMMER 
DAY  CAMP  at  the  Merriam  Elementary  School.  Over 
225  children  were  enrolled  in  the  six  week  program.  The 
addition  of  a  SPRING  TERM  of  Community  Education 
Day  and  Evening  courses.  The  eight  week  Spring  Term 
now  makes  a  total  of  four  sessions  of  Community 
Education  programs  yearly.  The  establishment  of  a  new 
COMMUNITY  GARDEN  SITE  in  South  Acton  (in 
cooperation  with  the  Acton  Conservation  Commission.) 
The  writing  of  a  proposal  to  the  BLANCHARD 
FOUNDATION  and  subsequent  GRANT  AWARD  of 
$4,500.00  for  fiscal  year  1977-78  and  $4,500.00  fiscal 
year  1978-79.  The  extension  of  a  GRANT  for  the 
"Shaping  Acton's  Future"  Program  for  1977-78  from  the 
Massachusetts  Foundation  for  Humanities  and  Public 
Policy.  And  last,  but  not  least,  notification  to  Mr. 
Raymond  Grey,  Superintendent  of  Schools  and  the 
Acton-Boxborough  Regional  School  Committee  that  the 
Community  Education  Program  would  NOT  BE 
REQUESTING  ANY  FUNDING  FROM  THE  TOWNS 
OF  ACTON  OR  BOXBOROUGH  FOR  THE  1978  79 
FISCAL  YEAR! 

A  List  of  the  1977-78  Community  Education  Programs 
follows: 

1)  The  Community  Education  Evening  Program — 
350  Evening  Courses  for  Pre-Schoolers,  Children, 
young  Adults  and  Adults  (Fall,  Winter,  Spring  & 
Summer  Sessions.) 

Music     Literature         Foreign  Languages  Dance 
Art        Practical  Skills   Cooking  Recreation 
Drama    Crafts  Health  Careers 

2)  The  Community  Education  Day  Program — 

175  Day  Course  offerings  (Fall  Winter,  Spring  and 
Summer.)  Courses  offered  in  same  areas  as  evening 
courses. 

3)  The  College  Program — 

60  Undergraduate  and  Graduate  level  college  courses 
offered  from  the  following  institutions: 
Boston  University  Framingham  State  College 

Middlesex  Community  College 

4)  Community  Education  Pre  School — 

A.  Over  fifty  pre  school  children  enrolled  during  the 
academic  year. 

B.  22  High  School  students  participating  as  teacher 
aides  for  the  full  academic  year. 


5)  Community  Education  Summer  Day  Camp- 
children  in  grades  one  through  six  participating  in  a 
six  week   Summer   Day   Camp   at   the  Merriam 
elementary  School. 

6)  Acton  Community  Gardens  Program— 

125  garden  plots  available  to  Acton  residents  in  North 
and  South  Acton.  (In  cooperation  with  the  Acton 
Conservation  Commission) 

7)  Local  Community  Service  Projects: 

A.  Social  Club  for  Handicapped  Young  Adults- 
Meets  every  Friday  evening  at  Acton  Boxborough 
Regional  High  School. 

B.  Conference  of  Local  Community  Agencies- 
Meets  twice  a  year. 

Community  Calendar — 

Mailed  out  every  month  to  all  Acton  Boxborough 
organizations  and  agencies  (in  cooperation  with 
the  Acton  Junior  Women's  Club.) 

D.  The  Community  Issues  Forum — 

Made  possible  by  a  grant  from  the  Massachusetts 
Foundation  for  the  Humanities  and  Public  Policy. 

E.  Slide  Tape  Show  "This  Is  Acton" — 

30  minute  audio-visual  presentation  covering 
Acton  past  and  present.  (Available  without  charge 
for  use  by  any  Acton  groups,  agencies  or 
or  organizations.)  (Made  available  by  the  Acton 
Business  and  Professional  Association,  the 
Middlesex  Institution  for  Savings,  and  Digital 
Corporation.) 


ACTON-BOXBOROUGH  COMMUNITY 
EDUCATION  ADVISORY  COMMITTEE 
Mrs.  Catherine  Trainor 
Mrs.  Marilyn  Peterson 
Mrs.  Judith  Cadieux 
Mrs.  Vanetta  Hunter 
Mr.  John  W.  Putnam 
Mrs.  Selma  Garber 
Mrs.  Marsha  Gratz 
Mrs.  Joan  Huntley 
Mrs.  Karen  Glina 
Mrs.  Sue  Grolnic 
Mr.  Jack  Ormsbee 
Mr.  Earl  Steeves 
Mr.  Mark  Sigman 
Mrs.  Carol  Lake 
Mr.  John  Feely 

School  Committee  Representatives: 
Mrs.  Alice  Klemmer 
Mrs.  Ann  Ridley 

Student  Representative: 
Miss  Robin  Shackford 
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Class  of  1977 


Abbott,  Heidi  L. 
Agule,  Douglas 
Alex,  Judith  B. 
Anderson,  Karin  K. 
Anderson,  Matthew 
Apa,  Joseph  T.,  Jr. 
Archambault,  Carolann 
Athens,  Janet  Marie 
Autio,  Linda 
Avril,  William  V . 

Babb,  Lawrence 
Bachrach,  Susan  E. 
Baczkowski,  David  S. 
Bailey,  Jon  P. 
Baker,  John  W. 
Baker,  Lynette  Ann 
Barnaby,  Adele 
Barrett,  Holly  Jean 
Barros,  Julia 
Batchelder,  Lee 
Bander,  Thomas  E. 
Bergquist,  John  D. 
Berman,  Julie  A. 
Biron,  Michelle  Dawn 
Birt,  Lea  Anne 
Blackburn,  David 
Blackwell,  Marilyn  Jean 
Blyberg,  Sarah  Elizabeth 
Bonner,  Mary  T. 
Borowski,  Maria 
Bowen,  Kathleen  A. 
Bramall,  Maria  Diane 
Brandon,  David  R. 
Brandon,  William  C. 
Brooke,  Sandra 
Brown,  Alane  S. 
Browne,  Christopher  C. 
Bryant,  Michael  G. 
Butler,  John  H. 

Caldwell,  Amy 
Campbell,  William 
Card,  Pamela  Jean 
Carney,  Dianne  L. 
Carroll,  Denise 
Carroll,  Jane 
Cary,  Deborah  N. 
Centauro,  Richard  P. 
Centauro,  Stephen  S. 
Chiasson,  Denise  Marie 
Chick,  Nancy  D. 
Christian,  Gail  M. 
Clary,  William  B. 


Geary,  Mary  Anne 
Clerico,  Steven 
Cobb,  Kimberly  J. 
Cochrane,  Stephanie  E. 
Cohen,  Laura  A. 
Collagan,  Sharon 
Colvin,  David 
Comperchio,  Sharon 
Conkling,  Cheryl  M. 
Connelly,  Susan  M. 
Conoby,  James  F. 
Conroy,  Jean 
Cooney,  James  E. 
Corrigan,  Scott 
Costello,  Patricia  Anne 
Coull,  Andrew 
Coutts,  Janet  Laurie 
Crane,  Susan  E. 
Cronin,  Daniel  G. 
D'Agostine,  Amy 
D'Amore,  Joseph  K. 
Dartee,  Maria  T. 
Davis,  Cheryl  Ann 
Day,  Alan  R. 
Desmond,  Joanne  Marie 
Doherty,  Anthony 
Doran,  Robert  S. 
Doskocil,  David  B. 
Drozda,  Karen  E. 
Dumdey,  Scott  T. 
Dupont,  Robert  M. 
Durben,  Marya 

Erickson,  Vem 
Evans,  Karen 

Fairbrother,  Peter 
Fairchild,  Steven 
Falvey,  Michael 
Farnsworth,  David  S. 
Ferrara,  Thomas 
Ferris,  Pamela 
Fife,  Linda  A. 
Finneault,  Gary  David 
Finnimore,  Michael 
Fitzpatrick,  John  D. 
Flood,  Mary 
Flynn,  John  J.,  Ill 
Flynn,  Kathleen 
Fogarty,  William 
Forester,  Deborah 
Foster,  David  G. 
Friedgen,  Kim 
Froberg,  Anne 


Garabedian,  Charles  A. 
Gerhardt,  Keith 
Gibson,  Elaine  S. 
Gierke,  Kirsten  Johanna 
Glencross,  Susan 
Glover,  John  H. 
Goodno,  William  C. 
Gordon,  Donald  Keith 
Gott,  Karen  A. 
Gott,  Stephanie 
Graves,  Paula  A. 
Gray,  Kathleen 
Greene,  Jeffrey  P. 
Gregory,  Donna  L. 
Gregory,  Douglas 
Grieder,  Kimberly 
Guenard,  Bruce  E. 

Hall,  Karen 
Hancock,  Mark  F. 
Harrington,  Cathryn  R. 
Hartwell,  Deborah  Mills 
Hartwell,  Stacy  Lee 
Haynes,  Maureen  A. 
Heaney,  Thomas 
Hedlund,  Elizabeth  A. 
Herskovitz,  Stephen  B. 
Hill,  Gregory  Neil 
Hillman,  Jeffrey  A 
Hitchins,  Albert  H. 
Holland,  Henry 
Holt,  Gail 
Hopkins,  Cathy  E. 
Hopkins,  Richard 
Houde,  Nancy  A. 
House,  Brenda  L. 
Hughes,  Sybil  L. 
Hyde,  Mary  Ellen 

Inman,  Debora  L. 
Ireland,  Irving  T. 
Ivanov,  Alex  John 

Jackson,  Shirley 
Jaehnig,  Marie  T. 
Janson,  Richard  A. 
Jeffrey,  David  P. 
Jensen,  Noreen  M. 
Johnson,  Lisa  Jean 
Johansson,  Helena 
Jones,  Carol  R. 
Jones,  Maureen 
Jopling,  Tamala  Marie 
Joyal,  Michelle  Marie 


Kalms,  Juliet  L. 
Keeney,  Robert  P. 
Keizer,  Shelia 
Kellogg,  Kirk  R. 
Kelly,  Anne  Marie 
Kelly,  Carol  Ann 
Kennedy,  Patricia  R. 
Keohan,  Debra  Ann 
Kerr,  Bonnie  Lee 
Kicelemos,  Erin  Rene 
Kilpa trick,  Kevin  J. 
King,  Benjamin 
Kirk,  Hilarie  C. 
Klinkmueller,  Christopher  J. 
Koch,  Dana  W. 
Kotell,  Miriam  S. 
Krabbendam,  Nicolette  A.M. 
Krason,  David  J. 
Kreidermacher,  Kari  A. 
Krusen,  Jennifer 
Kuda,  Paul 

Laite,  David  R. 
Laite,  Richard  J. 
Laite,  Robert 
Landry,  Mary  Catherine 
Lanigan,  Kevin  B. 
LaPorte,  Katherine  R. 
LaRoche,  Ray,  Jr. 
Lauritzen,  Richard  A. 
Leahy,  Nancy  D 
Leary,  Thomas  D. 
Lee,  Mark  S. 
Lemere,  Nancy  E. 
Lester,  Sherri  Lynne 
Lesure,  Whitney  L. 
Licari,  Mark  Joseph 
Lidiak,  Peter  T. 
Linton,  William  B. 
Look,  Robert  W. 
Loomis,  Eric  Steven 
Lorencic,  Harold 
Lowry,  Robin 
Luongo,  Linda  Ann 
Lydiard,  Joy  H. 
Lynch,  Jacqueline  A. 

MacDonald,  Susan  M. 
MacGregor,  Natacha  F. 
Mahar,  Janet 
Mahoney,  Patricia 
Makin,  Cindy  A. 
Malec,  Nicole  B. 
Mandile,  Michael  J. 
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Manero,  Kenneth  M. 
March,  Jeffrey 
Marr,  Shannon  Lee 
Matheson,  Patricia  Anne 
Matheson,  Wendy  J. 
McAlister,  William 
McBreen,  Karen  E. 
McBride,  Virginia 
McDonough,  Debra  Ann 
McGuinness,  Timothy 
McHenry,  Kenneth  Bruce 
Mcllhatten,  Thomas 
McKenna,  Theresa 
McPadden,  Ellen  J. 
McQueen,  Rosemarie  A. 
Mecewitz,  Colynda 
Mercado,  Suzette  M. 
Merkh,  James  R. 
Metcalf,  Doriot  Lynne 
Michael,  Lorinda 
Miller,  Alice  T. 
Miller,  David  M. 
Mills,  James  E. 
Miner,  Robert  H. 
Mitchell,  Alison 
Morbeck,  Marina  L. 
Morris,  William  H. 
Morrison,  Deanna  Lynn 
Morse,  Brenda  L. 
Mott,  Craig  H. 
Mulholland,  Jeffrey 
Munro,  Matthew 
Munroe,  Mary  Clare 
Murphy,  Elaine 
Murphy,  Kimberly  E. 
Murphy,  Marie  M. 
Murphy,  Susan  C. 

Nelson,  Eric  A. 
Newcombe,  Donald  A. 
Newton,  Charles  L. 
Nichols,  Dale  G. 
Nicoll,  James  B. 
Niskanen,  Walter  L. 
Nordstrom,  Elizabeth 


O'Connor,  LRobert 
OTJonoghue,  Patrick  J. 
O'Grady,  Daniel  J. 
Oka,  Ann  M. 
O'Neal,  Jonathan 
Ormsby,  Lauren  Therese 
Oskirko,  Joan 

Pacheco,  Ernesto  Gaston 
Page,  Madelyn 
Pallies,  Ann  P. 
Paquette,  Yvonne  M. 
Park,  Karen  Elizabeth 
Pasik,  Ronald 
Patterson,  Jennifer  Lynne 
Patterson,  Stephen 
Peterson,  Carol  Ann 
Phillips,  Lisa  A. 
Phillips,  Michelle 
Phillips,  Patrick 
Pogue,  Timothy  J. 
Powers,  Catherine  A. 
Prendiville,  Karen 
Preston,  Janeen  Faye 
Priets,  Cheryl  Ann 
Purvis,  David  D. 

Quadri,  Michael 
Quebec,  Cheryl  Ann 
Quist,  Coral  Ann 
Quinn,  Jonathan  S. 
Quinn,  Lisbeth  C. 

Raftery,  William  N. 
Raposo,  Marc  Steven 
Rawlinson,  Victoria  F. 
Reaves,  Nicholas  O. 
Rey,  Deborah  Susan 
Richards,  Johanna  Carol 
Richards,  Charles 
Ridlon,  Diane  Emily 
Rigby,  David  B. 
Ritz,  Patricia  Marie 
Robbertz,  Anthony 
Robbertz,  Paul 
Robinson,  Linda  J. 


Roche,  John  P. 
Romaine,  Barbara  S. 
Roman,  Jamie  Lee 
Rose,  Nancy  L. 
Royle,  Douglas 
Russell,  Heidi  E. 
Russo,  Joan 
Ryan,  Kathleen 

Salzmann,  Denise 
Salzmann,  Joanne 
Sandock,  Deborah  G. 
Santarelli,  John 
Savage,  Regina  A. 
Schoch,  Peter  B. 
Schwartz,  Margaret  Wendell 
Schwettman,  Janet  Lynne 
Seatter,  James 
Seifer,  Susanna 
Sette,  Diane  E. 
Sheehan,  Susan 
Sherry,  Son  Hui 
Shippen,  Kathryn  Leah 
Shuppert,  Carol  J. 
Skestone,  Dianne  Marie 
Skinger,  Grace  L. 
Slepetz,  Amy  D. 
Smillie,  Pamela  L. 
Smith,  Brian  Dale 
Smith,  Carol  E. 
Smith,  Kathryn 
Smith,  Linda  D. 
Smith,  Mary  Alice 
Smith,  Paul  S. 
Smith  Stephen  M. 
Snyder,  Jeffrey 
Spurr,  Richard  M. 
Stanton,  Patricia  Jean 
Steeves,  Elizabeth 
Stemdale,  Peter  L. 
Stevenson,  Elizabeth  C. 
Stewart,  Frederick 
Stewart,  Janet  E. 
Stone,  John 
Stutman,  Michael 


Sullivan,  Jane  A. 
Sweeney,  Joyce  E. 
Sweeney,  Theresa  Marie 

Taber,  Cynthia  Ann 
Tannuzzo,  David  C. 
Tatem,  Marjorie  Lee 
Tear,  Timothy 
Thompson,  Janice 
Thompson,  Robert  J. 
Tompkins,  Kathleen 
Trainor,  Eugene  F. 
Trotter,  Jeffrey 
Turner,  Mark 
Turner,  Tammy  Nell 

Underhill,  Beth  A. 

Vanderhoof,  Heidi  F. 
Vamo,  Victoria 
Vernau,  Lesley  A. 
Vervoort,  LRenee  M. 
Vickery,  Pamela  A. 
Von  Jess,  David  F. 
Vorce,  James  P. 

Waldron,  Janet  S. 
Walsh,  Patricia  Corinne 
Watkins,  David 
Watkins,  James  H.,  Ill 
Wells,  Kenneth  L. 
Wespiser,  Kathleen  M. 
White,  Constance  Marie 
White,  Laurence 
White,  Pamela 
White,  Paul 
Williams,  Jon  D. 
Winnette,  Jodie 
Wirtenson,  Laurene 
Willam,  Kirsten  E. 
Woodward,  Loralyn  M. 
Worthley,  Todd 
Wright,  Robin  E. 

Yelverton,  Thomas 
Young,  John  K. 
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Acton-Boxborough  Regional  School  District 

Treasurer's  Report,  June  30, 1977 

Balance,  June  30, 1976  $  888,999.99 

Receipts,  111116-612,0111: 

Town  of  Acton   $3,487,185.00 

Town  of  Boxborough   324,754.00 

State  Aid  for  Construction   442,073.17 

Rentals   7,380.73 

Chapter  71,  s.  16D   437,412.90 

Occupational  Education,  C.  74,  s.9    2,055.00 

Chapter  766   112,468.00 

Chapter  71,  s.  16C,  Transportation  Reimbursement   149,667.00 

Miscellaneous   9,127.42 

Federal  Tax   493,719.40 

State  Tax   152,911.50 

Teachers'  Retirement   137,802.20 

County  Retirement   27,085.43 

Accident-Health  Insurance   1,244.27 

Tax  Annuities   46,476.88 

M.T.A.  Credit  Union   68,483.56 

Suburban  Credit  Union   1 ,492.68 

Acton  Education  Association   15,898.99 

Blue  Cross/Blue  Shield   18,009.19 

Group  Life  Insurance   2,732.58 

Title  II  -  Library   1,597.50 

P.L.  93-380,  Library  Learning  Resource   3,638.42 

Title  I  -  P.L.  874   76,981.17 

P.  L.  93-380,  Project  Challenge   30,000.00 

Summer  School   6,160.00 

ABRHS  Library   481.55 

Community  Education   80,620.41 

Community  Education,  Humanities   5,770.00 

School  Athletic  Fund   4,512.97 

School  Lunch  Fund   192,310.77 

Interest   39,463.02 

Total  Receipts   $6,379,515.71 


Disbursements  7/1/76-6/30/77: 

Estimated  Receipts   $  30.00 

Federal  Tax   493,719.40 

State  Tax   152,911.50 

Teachers'  Retirement   159,880.63 

County  Retirement   27,267.04 

Accident-Health  Insurance   1,261.92 

Tax  Annuities   46 ,957 . 58 

M.T.A.  Credit  Union   68,483.56 

Surburban  Credit  Union   1 ,492.68 

Acton  Education  Association   15,898.99 

Blue  Cross/Blue  Shield   16,641 .49 

Group  Life  Insurance   2,674.50 

Maintenance  and  Operation   4,231, 202 . 43 

ABRHS  Library  Security  System   15,936.00 

Construction   4,144.02 

Title  II  -  Library   1,773.98 

P.L.  93-380,  Library  Learning  Resource   3,634.87 

Title  IV-B,  P.L.  93  380    1 ,235.42 
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P.  L.  93  380,  Project  Challenge   24,046.63 

P.  L.  89- 10,  Occupational  Competence   1,656.49 

Summer  School   5,672.75 

ABRHS  Library   139.00 

Community  Education   71 ,720.97 

Community  Education,  Humanities   5,577.96 

School  Athletic  Fund   96,059.28 

School  Lunch  Fund   191,439.78 

Interest  on  Debt   136,185.00 

Payment  on  Principal   710,000.00 

Interest   50.66 

Tailings   10.00 

Total  Disbursements  

Balance,  June  30, 1977  

Total  


$6,487,704.53 
509,889.25 

$6,997,593.78 


Priscilla  Felt 
Treasurer 


Minuteman  Regional 
Vocational  Technical 
School  District 


Now  in  its  fourth  year  of  operation,  Minuteman 
Regional  Vocational  Technical  School  is  continuing  to 
expand  the  services  it  is  providing  for  thousands  of  junior 
and  senior  high  school  students  and  adults,  town  officials, 
business  and  industry  in  its  12  district  towns. 
During  1977: 

—  1202  high  school  students  received  job  training  as  well 
as  an  academic  education  during  the  regular  day 
program  at  Minuteman. 

—  52  adults  from  the  district  took  advantage  of 
Minuteman's  offer  to  let  them  receive  job  training  on  a 
space  available  basis  in  the  regular  day  program. 
(This  did  not  involve  any  additional  cost  to  the  school 
since  the  adults  were  only  placed  in  shops  where  there 
was  space  and  no  extra  teachers  were  hired.) 

—  726  junior  and  senior  high  school  students  from  public 
and  private  schools  in  the  district  came  to  Minuteman 
after  school  two  days  a  week  to  receive  hands-on 
experience  in  the  school's  26  shops  and  learn  about 
a  variety  of  occupations. 

—  283  adults  and  older  students  received  job  training 
through  Minuteman's  new  Regional  Occupational 
Program  (ROP),  set  up  in  cooperation  with  local 
businesses. 

—  979  adults  took  courses 
Education    Program  and 
College  began  offering  courses  four  nights  a 
at  Minuteman. 


in  Minuteman's  Adult 
Middlesex  Community 
week 


—  300  families  and  individuals  used  Minuteman's 
swimming  pool  regularly  on  weekends  and  several 
evenings  a  week  through  membership  in  a  self- 
supporting  swim  club.  Recreation  departments  and 
high  schools  from  the  12  towns  also  used  the  pool  for 
special  programs  and  swim  team  practice  sessions. 

—  87  organizations  used  Minuteman's  facilities  (12  of 
these  on  a  regular  basis)  resulting  in  use  of  the 
building  by  two  or  more  outside  groups  every  evening 
during  the  week  for  the  entire  1977  school  year. 
Learning  to  deal  with  the  public  is  an  important  part  of 

the  education  of  all  Minuteman  students.  This  ties  in 
perfectly  with  the  school's  philosophy  of  public  service. 
Hundreds  of  people  from  surrounding  communities  visit 
the  school  every  day,  year  round,  to  take  advantage  of  a 
restaurant,  shopping  mall,  beauty  shop,  nursery  school, 
service  station,  auto  body  shop,  printing  shop,  bakery, 
flower  shop  and  catering  service  all  run  by  Minuteman 
students  and  open  to  the  public. 
During  1977: 

—  22,000  people  visitied  the  Fife  and  Drum  Restaurant 
and  shopping  Mall. 

—  Minuteman  graphic  arts  students  produced  hundreds 
of  design  and  printing  jobs  for  schools,  town 
departments  and  non-profit  organizations  in  district 
towns. 

—  auto  body  students  completely  rejuvenated  a  fire  truck 
for  the  town  of  Lincoln. 
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—  health  occupations  students  in  the  Community 
Service  Aide  program  spent  for  mornings  a  week 
assisting  senior  citizens  at  Greeley  and  Vynebrook 
Villages  in  Lexington  with  shopping  and  also  providing 
home  care  and  working  on  craft  projects  with  them. 

—  carpentry  students  made  signs  for  the  Boxborough 
Town  Hall  and  for  Troop  A  Headquarters  of  the 
Massachusetts  State  Police.  They  also  built  a 
conference  table  for  the  Belmont  Town  Hall  and  built 
new  mounts  for  one  of  the  cannons  in  front  of  the 
Belmont  Town  Hall  1976. 

Minuteman  will  graduate  its  first  class  in  June,  1978, 
providing  area  business  and  industry  with  a  large  group  of 
skilled  potential  employees.  During  1977  fifty-five 
Minuteman  seniors  began  working  off  campus  through 
the  school's  cooperative  work  experience  program.  This 
program  makes  it  possible  for  seniors  to  work  in  the  field 
for  which  they  are  being  trained  full-time  every  other  week 
during  the  time  these  students  would  normally  be  in  their 
vocational  shops.  In  this  way,  two  students  working  full- 
time  during  alternate  weeks  equal  one  full-time  employee 
for  a  company. 

Many  of  the  students  now  on  coop  will  continue 
working  for  their  present  employers  after  graduation.  The 
other  Minuteman  graduates  who  do  not  plan  to  go  on  to 
college  or  some  other  form  of  advanced  training  will  be 
assisted  in  finding  jobs  by  Minuteman's  Work  Experience 
Coordinator.  It  is  expected  that  more  than  90  percent  of 
Minuteman's  June  1978  graduates  will  be  placed  in  jobs, 
continue  their  education  or  enter  the  military. 

Minuteman's  services  to  its  own  students  have  also 
expanded  in  other  ways. 

During  1977: 

—  new  programs  in  art,  music,  photography,  plastics  and 
packaging  were  added  to  the  curriculum.  The 
packaging  technology  program  was  set  up  in 
cooperation  with  the  Package  Machine  Manufacturers 
Institute  of  America  and  is  the  only  program  in  New 
England  training  people  to  repair  and  install  packaging 
machinery.  As  a  result  there  will  be  many  jobs 
awaiting  graduates  of  this  program. 


—  a  new  Math  Lab  was  opened  to  help  students  with 
a  history  of  failure  in  math  by  offering  them  a  variety 
of  teaching  materials  and  methods  to  help  them 
master  the  basics. 

—  increased  services  were  offered  to  students  and  staff 
by  the  school's  library  and  audio  visual  department. 
(One  of  the  requirements  for  graduation  from 
Minuteman  is  proficiency  in  library  skills.) 

—  a  new  Career  Center  was  opened  by  the  Guidance 
Department  for  use  by  Minuteman  day  students  as 
well  as  those  enrolled  in  after  school  and  evening 
programs.  A  key  element  of  the  Center  is  a  computer 
terminal  linked  with  the  New  England  Occupational 
Information  System  which  provides  information 
concerning  schools,  financial  aid,  job  prospects  in 
various  careers  and  qualifications  needed  to  enter 
these  careers. 

—  Minuteman  received  national  recognition  on  a  prime 
time  television  special  for  its  service  to  handicapped 
students.  The  program  was  called  "Including  Me" 
and  was  shown  throughout  the  United  States  over 
the  Public  Broadcasting  System. 

Minuteman  Tech  is  proud  to  be  meeting  the  needs  of  a 
growing  number  of  people  from  the  12  communities 
which  built  the  school.  To  those  who  have  not  yet  visited 
the  school  and  taken  advantage  of  the  many  services  it 
offers,  an  invitation  goes  out  from  the  staff  and  students. 

The  shopping  mall  is  open  from  10  a.m.  until  2  p.m. 
daily;  the  Fife  and  Drum  Restaurant  is  open  Tuesday 
through  Friday  from  11  a.m.  until  1  p.m.  The  Beauty 
Shop  Tuesday  through  Friday  from  11:15  a.m.  until  1:30 
p.m.  Tours  of  the  building  are  usually  scheduled  for 
Fridays,  but  may  be  arranged  at  other  times  by  contacting 
the  Dean  of  Students. 

Financial  and  Enrollment  Data  follow  this  report: 
The  Minuteman  Regional  Vocational  School 
Committee  would  like  to  close  this  report  with  a  note  of 
appreciation  to  former  members  Lawrence  A.  Ovian  of 
Sudbury,  General  Richard  F.  Zeoli  of  Lexington,  and 
Lydia  A.  Smith  of  Concord  who  concluded  their  service 
on  the  Committee  during  1977. 

Acton,  Charles  E.  Courtright 
Arlington,  Rico  A.  Merluzzo,  Chairman 
Belmont,  Henry  L.  Hall,  Jr. 
Boxborough,  John  J.  Shimkus 
Carlisle,  Kenneth  L.  Bilodeau 
Concord,  Kenneth  Marriner,  Jr. 
Lexington,  Robert  C.  Jackson 
Lincoln,  Ruth  W.  Wales,  Vice-Chairman 
Stow,  George  G.  Cormier,  Secretary 
Sudbury,  Thomas  A  Welch 
Wayland,  Frederick  L  Heinrich 
Weston,  Annette  DiStefano 

Minuteman  Regional  Vocational 
Technical  School  Committee 
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Minuteman  Regional  Vocational  Technical  School  District 


Assessment  for  operating  and  capital  costs  for  7/1/77  to  6/30/78  based  on  the  number  of  students  from  each  town 
attending  minuteman  on  10/1/76,  as  a  percentage  of  the  total  number  of  students,  per  Section  V  (C)  of  agreement. 
Assessment  for  special  operating  costs  based  on  Section  IV  (F)  of  agreement.  


% 

OPERATING 

SPECIAL 
OPERATING 

CAPITAL 
(DEBT) 

=  ASSESSMENT 

ACTON 

11.295% 

282,795 

$  13,740 

$  62,695 

$  359,230 

ARLINGTON 

29.016 

726,480 

25,768 

161,058 

913,306 

BELMONT 

8.912 

223,132 

10,631 

49,467 

283,230 

BOXBOROUGH 

2.694 

67,450 

1,492 

14,954 

83,896 

CARLISLE 

1.347 

o i  tot 

33,725 

"1    C  ^  A 

1,564 

7,477 

4z,766 

CONCORD 

5.492 

137,504 

7,436 

30,485 

17,425 

LEXINGTON 

15.648 

391,782 

33,666 

86,857 

512,305 

LINCOLN 

2.902 

72,658 

2,504 

16,108 

91,270 

STOW 

4.767 

119,354 

2,058 

26,458 

147,870 

SUDBURY 

9.948 

249,070 

7,414 

55,218 

311,702 

WAYLAND 

7.150 

179,016 

8,857 

39,687 

227,560 

WESTON 

.829 

20,756 

5,135 

4,601 

30,492 

TOTALS 

100% 

$2,503,722 

+  $120,265 

+  $555,065 

$3,179,052 

Minuteman  Tech  Enrollment  Statistics 
As  off  October  1, 1977 


Gr.9 

Gr.  10 

Gr.  11 

Gr.  12 

PG 

Total 

Acton 

35 

37 

35 

33 

3 

143 

Arlington 

82 

94 

72 

88 

10 

346 

Belmont 

27 

19 

36 

33 

5 

120 

Boxborough 

9 

4 

4 

12 

0 

29 

Carlisle 

2 

2 

6 

2 

1 

13 

Concord 

13 

14 

17 

20 

4 

68 

Lexington 

29 

37 

35 

71 

20 

192 

Lincoln 

4 

7 

12 

7 

2 

32 

Stow 

16 

16 

16 

9 

1 

58 

Sudbury 

29 

28 

25 

31 

3 

116 

Wayland 

15 

22 

16 

29 

3 

85 

Weston 

3 

5 

1 

3 

0 

12 

Total 

264 

285 

275 

338 

52 

1214 

Tuition 

8 

18 

9 

3 

38 

Metco 

2 

2 

Grand  Total 

272 

303 

286 

341 

52 

1254 

Program 
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Board  of  Assessors 


During  1977,  the  Board  of  Assessors  held  regular 
meetings  on  the  first  Tuesday  of  each  month  at  4:30  PM. 
In  addition,  there  were  many  extra  meetings  in 
conjunction  with  the  equalization  program.  These 
meetings  included  public  information  hearings,  progress 
reports  to  the  Selectmen,  and  discussions  with  Town 
Boards,  Civic  Groups  and  other  concerned  individuals. 
Up  to  December  5th,  the  last  date  abatements  may  be 
filed  and  acted  upon,  approximately  800  abatement 
requests  were  filed.  Many  have  been  acted  upon  and 
meetings  will  continue  through  January  1978  to  act  on  all 
requests.  The  Board  has  granted  personal  hearings  to  all 
citizens  who  requested  them.  Many  of  the  hearings  were 
requested  due  to  a  lack  of  information  or 
misunderstanding  as  to  the  methods  used  to  compute  the 
assessments. 

As  a  first  step,  and  in  general,  the  Board  is  well-pleased 
with  the  overall  results  of  the  computer  program.  The 
Board  has  made  comparisons  of  many  newly-assessed 
properties  which  have  sold  in  1977,  and  we  have  been 
pleased  with  the  assessment  sales  ratios,  the  majority 
falling  in  a  plus  or  minus  5%.  Several  areas,  such  as  old 


homes,  raw  land,  wetlands,  and  higher  priced  homes, 
need  further  review  and  the  Board  will  be  asking  for 
additional  funds  to  rerun  the  entire  town  through  the 
computer  in  1978.  We  will  thus  be  able  to  add  further 
information,  such  as  1977  sales,  percentage  of  wetlands 
in  the  properties,  possibly  additional  neighborhoods  and 
any  other  new  information  obtained  at  abatement 
hearings.  The  Board  feels  that  this  program  should  be 
continued  for  the  next  two  or  three  years  so  that  any 
inequities  will  be  eliminated  and  that  one  goal  of  equal  and 
fair  values  for  all  properties  will  be  realized. 

In  conclusion,  the  Board  feels  that  Ralph  Dodge  and 
his  assistants  and  Accu-Rate  have  done  an  excellent  job 
in  equalizing  the  Town's  assessments.  Many  on  site 
inspections  have  been  done  during  the  abatement 
process.  The  Board  also  appreciates  the  interest  and  help 
given  by  individuals  and  town  groups  in  evaluating  the 
results  of  the  program,  and  we  hope  that  we  may  continue 
to  receive  this  assistance. 

Richard  W.  Remmy,  Chairman 
Lorens  A. A.  Persson,  Clerk 
David  J.  Allen,  Member 
Ralph  E.  Dodge,  C  M. A.,  Assessor 


Report  off  the  Town  Treasurer 
&  Town  Collector 


There  has  been  a  succession  of  three  Treasurer- 
Collector's  serving  the  Town  of  Acton  during  the  past 
three  years  (as  of  April  1978).  This  was  due  to  the 
retirement  of  Wm.  Henry  Soar,  and  the  termination  of  his 
successor  in  September  1977,  and  my  appointment  to  the 
position  of  Treasurer-Collector  in  November  1977.  These 
circumstances  have  had  an  impact  on  the  continuity  of 
long  range  planning  of  the  office. 


During  my  employment  interview  with  the  Town 
Manager  and  members  of  the  Board  of  Selectmen  I 
proposed  that  my  efforts,  if  selected,  would  place  heavy 
emphasis  on  cash  management,  automating  the 
Treasurer-Collector's  office,  developing  procedures  to  be 
followed  by  the  staff  for  daily  operation,  and  special 
emphasis  on  an  agressive  collection  effort. 

As  of  this  report's  submission  date  (December  21, 
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BONDED  TOWN  DEBT 


The  following  consolidated  schedule  reflects  the  funded  town  debt  as  at  June  30, 1977. 
All  principal  and  interest  payments  have  been  made  when  due: 


1    -  A  A    I  1    A,   

Interest  Kate 

Original 

Unpaid 

Unpaid 

"Til 

Total 

R         /"I  £> 

DC  >l  ICJt^U 

r  ruicipai 

DCJIlUfcSU 

Town  &  Lower  Schools  Only 

Amount 

Balance 

Payments 

Liability 

3.6%  Merriam  School 

600,000 

30,000 

540 

30,540 

3.6    Merriam  School 

240,000 

10,000 

180 

10,180 

3.5   Douglas  School 

725,000 

315,000 

49,612 

364,612 

4.1    Gates  School 

1,145,000 

605,000 

136,428 

741,428 

5.  /    Conant  bcnool 

1,6^5,000 

l,llz,U(JU 

A  A  £L  OOA 

446,880 

1    C/l£L  OOA 

1,566,880 

5.7   D.P.W.  Building 

265,000 

60,000 

3,420 

63,420 

4.4   D.P.W.  Building 

320,000 

125,000 

5,390 

130,390 

5.0   Conservation  Land 

AfYl  fW~\ 

4U/,UUU 

202,120 

19,536 

o4o,o/o 

5.0   Sanitary  &  Septic 

112,880 

10,839 

4.2    McCarthy-Towne  School 

750,000 

750,000 

150,570 

900,570 

4.2   Conservation  &  Recre. 

118,000 

118,000 

15,708 

133,708 

Total  Original  Bonded  Amt. 

6,195,000 

Total  Unpaid  Principal  Amt. 

3,448,000 

Total  Unpaid  Interest  Amt. 

839,103 

Total  Bonded  Liability 

4,287,103 

1977),  measurable  progress  has  been  accomplished.  We 
have  reduced  our  operating  cash  accounts  from  49  to  10. 
This  will  be  further  reduced.  We  are  evaluating  cash 
registers  in  the  municipal  environment.  We  have  had  the 
twenty  banks  that  the  Town  has  worked  with  in  for  a 
sales  presentation  on  what  Acton  can  offer  banks  and 
what  we  want  in  the  way  of  services  in  return.  We  are 
applying  for  a  full-time  CETA  clerk  to  help  us  in  our 
collection  effort.  I  have  taken  tax  title  on  75  properties 
that  had  not  paid  fiscal  1976  property  taxes.  Work  is 
progressing  to  take  tax  title  on  unpaid  fiscal  1977 
property  taxes  in  the  first  quarter  of  1978.  My  Deputy 
Collector  is  aggressively  pursuing  delinquent  motor  vehicle 


excise  and  personal  property  tax  residents.  We  are  going 
the  route  of  having  the  privilege  of  possession  of  a  driver's 
license  suspended  for  those  motor  vehicle  owners  who 
don't  pay  their  tax  to  us  on  a  timely  basis.  Interest  is  being 
charged  in  all  cases  where  any  tax  is  not  received  on  time. 
This  includes  real  estate. 

Following  are  reports  required  to  be  part  of  the  Annual 
Report.  I  welcome  your  comments  and  questions  by 
phone  and  letter,  but  especially  on  a  person-to-person 
basis. 

Geoffrey  M.  Weaver 
Town  Treasurer  &  Town  Collector 
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TOWN  OF  ACTON 
RECEIPTS 


Account 
Number 

Classif  icat  ion 

1976-1977 
Fiscal 
Year 
Amount 

1975-1976 
Fiscal 
Year 
Amount 

1974-1975 
Fiscal 
Year 
Amount 

1-1 

Taxes  Property 

8,979,282 

7,692,683 

6,983,092 

1-2 

Tax  Title  -  Redemptions 

641 

1,758 

566 

1-'-' 

Taxes  -  Farm  Animals 

4 

487 

277 

l_/a 

Taxes  -  Forest  Products 

— 

276 

386 

1-5 

Taxes  -  Li «  Taxes 

- 

2,359 

- 

l-<  A 

Taxes  -  Corp 

101,938 

103,016 

25,987 

1-7A 

Taxes  -  State  Loral  Aid  Fund 

1,522,450 

1,419,17* 

1,664,872 

2-s 

licensed  Permits  -  .-alcoholic  Bev. 

2%  7^0 

24,250 

17,715 

2-9 

Rldg.  Department  -  1 ermits 

15,649 

12,041 

8,726 

2-9 

Fire  Department  -  } ermits  Licenses 

125 

106 

62 

2-9 

Board  of  Health 

13,193 

8,631 

7,559 

2-9 

Police  Department  -  Licenses  Permits 

391 

693 

1,790 

Selectmen  Licenses 

2,917 

1,680 

2,195 

5—10 

Fines  and  Forfeits 

1?,698 

9,051 

23,729 

Grants  -  Federal  Revenue 

151,170 

283,655 

195,123 

'4-1? 

U.  6.  Treasurer  -  Int.  Rev.  Share 

9,389 

10,457 

10,945 

4-1 7 

Entitlements  -  Title  II  Antirecession 

27,424 

4-14 

Income  Earned  -  Title  II  Anitrecession 

659 

— 

— 

4-17 

Grants  Federal  School    I.L.  b7u 

42,162 

29,445 

'1,288 

4-25 

State  Treasurer  -  School  Trans. 

— 

161,169 

237, 58* 

4-26 

Grants  State  Vocational  Education 

— 

8,139 

454 

4-?7 

Grants  State  Food  Service 

49,926 

57,982 

112,045 

4-29 

State  Treasurer  Bldg.  Assistance 

162,888 

142,280 

12,454 

4-  '1 

State  Treasurer  School  Disadvantage 

10,506 

15,520 

— 

4-''5 

Grants  -  State  -  School 

3,942 

45,652 

— 

4-41 

Grants  State  Highway 

254,651 

194,374 

89,362 

4-42 

State  Treasurer  -  Conservation 

249,192 

— 

186,917 

4  -4  7 

State  Treasurer  -  Library  Aid 

5,5*9 

7,246 

8,253 

4-4  5 

State  Treasurer  -  Other 

6,149 

46,469 

147,726 

4-4b 

Grants  for  County  -  Dog  Fund 

7,822 

2,362 

2,477 

5-50 

All  other  General  Revenue  Tailings 

— 

— 

13,063 

5-51 

General  Revenue  -  All  Other 

— 

52 

1,917 

C-5-" 

Special  Assessments  -  Street  Sidewalk 

1>55 

2,969 

— 

6-^4 

Special  Assessments  -  All  Other 

467 

1,134 

7-55 

Kotor  Vehicle  Excise 

857,976 

736,075 

768,868 

8-59 

Departmental  Selectmen 

1,208 

75 

8-G2 

Departmental  Collector 

9,47? 

6,609 

2,892 

8-6  7' 

Board  of  Assessors 

75 

38 

191 

8-66 

Town  Clerk 

4,619 

4,356 

3,280 

136 


Account 
Number 


CI ass if icat ion 


1976-1977 
Fiscal 
Year 
Amount 


1975-1976 
Fiscal 
Year 
Amount 


1974-1975 
Fiscal 
Year 
Amount 


8-69  Public  Works 

8-73  Departmental  -  Planning  Board 

8-75  Departmental  -  Zoning  Board  of  Appeals 

8-80  Police  off  Duty  Fee  -  Services 

8-81  Fire  Department  -  Ambulance 

8-84  Sealer  of  Weights  and  Measures 

8-87  Public  Health  Nursing 

8-93  Health  -  Sanitation  (HONEY  POT) 

8-96  Highways  -  8-D  -  General 

8-97  Highways  -  8-D-  State  and  County 

8-101  Highways  -  All  Other 

8-109  Verteran's  Service  -  Reimbursement 

8-114  School  Department  tuition 

8-115  School  Tuition  -  other  municipalities 

8-117  Departmental  School  8-0 

8-118A  School  Misc  Rent   of  Facilities 

8-118B  School  Misc  Food  Service 

8-118F  School  8-G  -  Misc.  Fire  Loss  Insurance 

8-118H  School  8-G  -  Misc.  Other 

8-119  Library  Citizens 

8-119  Library  Wilde 

8-120  Recreation 

8-122  Unclassified  8K  sale  of  real  estate 

8-123  Rental  of  Municipality  Property 

8-124A  Unclassified  8K  Youth  Commission 

8-124B  Unclassified  Misc.  Bicentenial  Comm. 

8-124C  Conservation  Commission 

10-129  Cemeteries  Sale  of  Lots  and  Graves 

10-1 30  Cemeteries  Care  of  Lots  and  Graves 

10-  131  Cemeteries  Misc. 

11-  132  Interest  on  Deposits 

11-153  Interest  on  Taxes  and  Assessments 

11-1*5  Interest  on  Investment  Funds 

11-136  Interest  on  Public  Trust  Funds 

11-  157  Interest  -  Misc.  Stabilization  Fund 

12-  141  Municipal  Indebtedness  premiums 
12-146  Agency  -  Dog  Licenses 

1-4—157  Agency  -  Deposit  for  Services 

14-148  Agency  -  Tailings 

14-150  Trust  -  Perpetual  Care 

14-151  Trust  -  Other  Public  Trust  Funds 

15-158A  Refunds  General  Depts.  Gen.  Govt 

15-158B  Refunds  General  Depts.  Public  Safety 


2,v?4 

1 ,  350 
17,778 
4,627 
418 

94,61.9 

12,075 

300 

2,725 
211 
406 
14,970 

402 
1,489 
96,577 

15 

264 

9,819 
37,076 
1 

1,085 

701 

222 
4,025 

20 

10,874 
52,867 
60,972 


_/5 
746 
5,418 
11,750 

55,057 
4  3,714 

4^,977 

760 


4,608 
800 
2*, 575 

484 
25,172 
1%025 
1,862 
3 , 004 
227 
625 

13, 512 
1 

3,042 
102,414 
41,358 
81 
278 
9,584 
38,141 

43,033 
1,970 

1,865 
100 

2,950 
6,551 

12,558 

25,075 

31,473 

299 
529 

3,410 
4 ,  586 
220 
14,425 
105,481 
216 


2^4 

119 

450 
32,477 

4Z5 
15, 977 


3,485 
1,276 

10,681 

4,436 
127,028 


171 
6,510 
34,468 

790 

7,964 

21,495 
1,650 

923 

5,217 
7,864 

13/,  979 

^0,432 
71,966 

158 
5,671 
1,750 

70,047 
106,450 
48,261 

965 
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Account 
Number 


Class  if icat  ion 


1976-1 97V 
Fiscal 
Year 
Amount 


1975-197C 
Fiscal 
Year 
Amount 


1974-1975 
Fiscal 
Year 
Amount 


15-158D  Refunds  General  Depts.  Highway  1,704  606 

15-158F  Refunds  -  General  Depts  Veterans  Benefits         -  - 

15-1 58G  Refunds  -  General  Depts  -  Schools  1,628  18,0?0 

15-158H  Refunds  -  General  Depts.  Libraries 

15-1581  Refunds  -  General  Depts  -  Recreation                -  24 

15-1 58K  Refunds  -  General  Depts  -  Unclassified             -  13 

15-161  Refunds  -  General  Depts  -  Accured  Interest  2,025  1,922 


376 
395 
253 
501 


1,680 


Sub  Total:     Ordinary  Revenue  Receipts 
Annual  Percentage  Changes 

12-138    Municipal  Indebtedness 
14-149    Employee  layroll  Deductions 
14-153    Certificates  of  Deposit 


13,021,636    11,566,101  11,197,197 

(12.6%)          0.3%)  (     -  ) 

2,086,000      1,082,000  315,000 

1,352,222      1,139,645  1,111,176 

2,825,000  3,095,000 


Totals 


S      16,459,858      16,612,746  15,718,373 


Town  Accountant 


I  am  pleased  to  submit  to  the  Taxpayers  of  Acton  my 
second  annual  report. 

The  Accounting  Office  has  grown  substantially  over 
the  past  two  years.  The  Taxpayers  should  be  pleased 
with  the  Town's  Mini  Computer.  We  have  completely 
automated  the  Town's  Accounting  System.  We  are  pro- 
viding the  same  service  for  the  Acton-Boxborough 
Regional  School.  The  Accounting  Department  also 
generated  the  1978  Personal  Property  Tax  Bills  and  we 
hope  to  provide  more  services  for  the  Assessors, 
Planning  Board,  Town  Clerk  and  Treasurer/Collector 
in  the  near  future. 

My  job  has  been  made  easier  by  the  cooperation 
received  from  the  various  Boards,  Departments,  Com- 
missions and  Committees  during  the  past  two  years.  It 
is  my  pleasure  to  provide  the  necessary  accounting 
services  to  the  Town  and  be  a  part  of  Acton's  Manage- 
ment Team. 

The  following  is  the  Town  of  Acton's  Balance  Sheet 
as  of  June  30,  1977,  and  Cash  Disbursements  for  the 
Fiscal  Year  beginning  July  1,  1976  and  ending  June 
30, 1977. 

W.  Roy  Wetherby 
Town  Accountant 


Acton's  new  computer  system  is  based  in  the  Town 
Accountant's  office. 
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TOWN  OF  ACTON  BALANCE  SHEET 
June  30,  1977 


LIABILITIES  AND  RESERVE 


Cash: 
Petty 
General 

Federal  Revenue  Sharing 
Federal  Antirecession 


Accounts  Receivable: 
Levy  of  1966: 

Personal  Property 
Levy  of  1967: 

Personal  Property 
Levy  of  1968: 

Personal  Property 
Levy  of  1969: 

Personal  Property 
Levy  of  1970: 

Personal  Property 
Levy  of  1971: 

Personal  Property 
Levy  of  1972: 

Personal  Property 
Levy  of  1973: 

Personal  Property 
Real  Estate 
Levy  of  1974: 

Personal  Property 
Real  Estate 
Levy  of  1975: 

Personal  Property 
Real  Estate 
Levy  of  1976: 

Personal  Property 
Real  Estate 
Levy  of  1977: 

Personal  Property 
Real  Estate 

Street  Betterments  1977 
Committed  Interest- 1967 

Street  Betterments  1977 
1976  Special  Real  Estate 
Chapter  497  Section  61 

Motor  Vehicle  Excise: 

Levy  of  1965 

Levy  of  1966 

Levy  of  1967 

Levy  of  1968 

Levy  of  1969 

Levy  of  1970 

Levy  of  1971 

Levy  of  1972 

Levy  of  1973 

Levy  of  1974 

Levy  of  1975 

Levy  of  1976 

Levy  of  1977 

Tax  Title  and  Possessions: 
Tax  Title 
Tax  Possessions 

Farm  Animal  Excise: 
Levy  of  1976 

Tax  In  Litigation 

Aid  to  Highway: 
State 
County 

Departmental: 
Fire 

Cemetery 
School 

Health  Insurance: 

Unprovided  for  or  Overdrawn  Accounts: 
Underestimates- 1976: 
State: 

Special  Education 
Mosquito  Control 


270.  00 
2,094.809.74 
170,921.  62 
28,082.99  S 


496.  35 

520.80 

306.00 

462.00 

926.65 

783.00 

308.23 

1,884.75 
215.08 

334.43 
(234.38) 

2,146.32 
2,816.92 

(79.61) 
117,500.73 

12,247.09 
536,902.92 

156.29 
1,120. 54 
79.99 
465.  63 
198.09 


2,294,084.  35 


377.40 
483.58 
1,116.16 
529. 19 
994.  30 
3,390.22 
14,093.22 
39,982.93 
80,624.26 
97,821.05 
52,348.78 
97,921.86 
236J)26.  72 


County:  Tax 
Hospital 

1977: 

Judgements  Ch.44  Section  31 
Public  Law  92-312,  Transfer  Authorized,  1978 
Conservation  Fund  Transfer  Authorized,  1978 
Ant  1- Recession  Transfer  Authorized,  1978 
Revenue  1978 

Total  Assets 


3,966.72 
793. 72 


150,436.95 
17,504.48 


642. 75 
847.00 
4,385.07 


1.419.00 
3.746.26 


56,406.68 
9.556.28 


626,509.67 


14.88 
1,116.64 


5,874.82 
4,021.39 


65,962.96 

18,000.00 
250,000.00 
60,000.00 
27,720.  64 
11 ,814,138.  52 
S  16,024,868.82 


Payroll  Deductions: 
Insurance,  Health 
Insurance,  Life 
Insurance,  Other 
Insurance,  Annuities 
Retirement 


Gurrantee  Deposits: 
Board  of  Appeals 
Performance  Bonds 
Performance  Bonds  (Forfeited) 

Agency: 

Cemetery  Perpetual  Care 
State  Sale  Taxes 
County  Dog  Licences 
Eminint  Domain: 

William  Livingston 

Harriet  Davis 

Eveline  White 

Amasa  Davis 

A  &  R  Katz 

Trust  Fund  Income 

Tailing: 

Unclaimed  Checks 

Revolving  Fund: 
School  Lunch 

Premium  on  Loans 

Federal  Grants: 
School: 

PL  874,  Title  I 
PL  815 

Title  I  Project  #76-002-055 
Title  II  Library,  1972 
Title  II  Library,  1973 
Title  II  Library,  ESEA 
Title  IV  PL  93-380 

Public  Law  #92-512  Revenue  Sharing 
Antirecession 

State  Grants: 

Magnet  Education-Ch  636,  Sec.  8 
Bicentenial  Development,  Ch  686  of  1974 

Gifts: 

Drum  Tricentennial 
Knowlton  Hosroer  Memorial 

Appropriation: 

Un- incumbered  Funds  (See  Schedule  A) 
Incumbered  Funds 

Overestimates,  1977:  • 
State: 

Air  Pollution  Control 
Recreation 

Cemetery  Land  Fund 

Receipts  Reserved  for  Appropriation: 
State  Aid  for  Library 
County-Dog  Licences 
Road  Machinery  Fund 


5,452.  39 
725.09 
460.95 
4.716. 54 
40,279.  72 


1,699.  70 
10,000.00 
7,102. 77 


15,200.00 
49.  14 
390.45 

474. 52 
3,317.02 
11,635.26 
11,871.82 
65,202.69 

450. 32 


95,110.06 
819.  68 
1,158.01 
7.60 
.20 
.93 
1.892.41 


1.00 
772.00 


123. 78 
100.00 


509,695.  68 
9,319.64 


56.01 
3.891. 68 


5,538. 75 
2,361.54 
1 ,167.  02 


Appropriations,  1976 

Tax  Title  Foreclosure 

Overlay  Reserve  for  Abatements: 

Levy  of  1966 

Levy  of  1967 

Levy  of  1968 

Levy  of  1969 

Levy  of  1970 

Levy  of  1971 

Levy  of  1972 

Levy  of  1973-1974 

Levy  of  1975 

Levy  of  1976 

Levy  of  1977 

Surplus 

Revenue  Reserved  Until  Collected: 

Special  Assessment:   Street  Betterments 

Motor  Vehicle  Excise 

Tax  Title  and  Tax  Possession 

Fram  Animal  Excise 

Taxes  in  Litigation 

Aid  to  Highway 

Departmental 

Health  Insurance 

Reserve  of  Petty  Cash 

Surplus  Revenue 

Total  Liabilities  and  Reserves 


18,802.47 


108,591.22 

8,541. 75 

17,729.61 
1,275.49 


170,921.62 
28,082.99 


3.947.  69 
10,579.35 


12,551,467.26 
335.00 


259. 19 
126.87 
306.00 
40.  39 
926.  65 
783.00 
308.23 
1,945.20 
3,007.00 
(20,012.06) 
27.650.92 


2,020.  54 
626,509.67 

4,760.44 
14.88 

1,116.64 
167,941.43 

5,874.82 

4,021. 39 


15.341.39 
379.75 


1  .596.640.43 


S  1  6.0? !.,*'>':.  >.2 
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TOWN  OF  ACTON  BALANCE  SHEET 
June  30, 1977 


DEFERRED  REVENUE  ACCOUNTS 


DEBT  ACCOUNTS 


Approtloned  Street  Assessment  not  Due 
Approtloned  Street  Assessment  Revenue: 


Net   Funded  or  Fixed  Debt 


Inside  the  Debt  Limit 


$     3,448,000.00  S 


Due 

In 

1976 

1 .150. 

32 

Florence  A  Mcrriam  Elem.  Sch. 

11,000. 00 

Due 

in 

1977 

1,150. 

32 

Pubric  Works  Facility 

dO.000.  00 

Due 

In 

1978 

1,150. 

32 

Highway  Dept.  Equipment 

lis. 000.  00 

Due 

In 

1979 

1,050. 

32 

Due 

In 

1980 

1,050. 

32 

Outside  the  Debt  Limit 

Due 

In 

1981 

1,050. 

32 

Florence  A  Merriam  Elem.  Sch. 

30,000.00 

Due 

in 

1982 

729. 

40 

Elm  St.  Douglas  Elem.  Sch. 

315,000.00 

Due 

in 

1983 

729 

40 

Cates  Spruce  St.  School 

605,000.00 

Due 

in 

1984 

729 

32 

Minot  Ave  Conant  Elem.  Sch. 

1,120,000.00 

D  ic 

in 

1985 

597 

76 

Land  Acquisition  Bond 

315,000.00 

Due 

in 

1986 

454 

91 

Land  Acquisition  Bond 

116,000. 00 

Due 

in 

1987 

4S4 

91 

McCarthy  Town  School  Renovation 

750,000.00 

Due 

1988 

454 

91 

Due 

in 

1989 

454 

91 

Due 

in 

1990 

454 

91 

Due 

in 

1991 

454 

91 

$      12,117.26        $  12,117. 

26 

$  3,448,000.00 

LOANS   AUTHORIZED  -    NOT  ISSUED 

Authorized: 

Art.l  5/15/74  Conservation  Ch  40.   Sec.Sc  $ 
Art. 11  5/12/75  Kennedy  Landfill  Purchase 
Art. 12  5/12/75  Septage  Disposal  Kennedy  Land 
Art.  26  4/12/77  Purchase  Fire  Truck 

Not  Issued: 
Art.l  5/15/74  Conservation  Ch.40  Sec.  8c 
Art.   11  5/12/75  Kennedy  Landfill  Purchase 
Art.   12  5/12/75  Septage  Disposal  Kennedy  Land 
Art.   26  4/12/77  Purchase  Fire  Truck 


221,000.00 
360.00 
736.00 
35,000.00 


$  257,096-00 


221,000.00 
360.00 
736.00 
35,000.00 

257.096.00 


TRUST  ACCOUNTS 

Trust  Funds-Cash  &  Securities  in 
Custody  of  Treasurer 
Custody  of  Trustee 


In  Custody  of  Town  Treasurer  (See  Schedule  B) 


Om  Custody  of  Trustees-Charlotte  Coodnow  Fund 


860,74  7.01 
3,000.00 


195,000.  Oil 


3, 253, 000. H0 


s  i.Vis.oonTTiT] 


860,747.11  I 


$      863,747.01  >      SI,  1.747.  nil 


SCHEDULE  A 


SCHEDULE  B 


3/  9/58  Art. 

39 

Archives  Committee  $ 

754 

05 

Charity  Funds: 

3/13/67 

32 

Emergency  Operation  Center 

1,000 

00 

Betsey  M.  Ball 

3/  9/70 

62 

Mt.   Hope  Cemetery  Improvements 

892 

00 

Elizabeth  M  White  T-16 

3/  8/71 

46 

Main  St.   and  Pope  Road  Land 

4,006 

00 

Georgia  E  Whitney  T-18 

3/  8/71 

54 

90  Construction  Central  Street 

5,292 

60 

Varnum  Tuttle  Memorial  T-28 

5/13/72 

54 

90  Construction  Central  Street 

30,800 

00 

3/12/73 

27 

90  Construction  Central  Street 

30,800 

00 

Cemetery  Funds: 

3/12/73 

34 

Development  Town  Land  for  Recreation 

8,462 

42 

George  T  Ames  T-3 

6/18/73 

10 

School  Maintenance  Equipment  Storage 

85 

62 

Arlette  Appleyard  T-4 

5/13/74 

22 

90  Construction  Central  Street 

30,800 

00 

Perpetual  Care  T-6 

5/13/74 

24 

Sidewalk  Construction 

8,809 

63 

A.   B.   Conant  Family  T- 7 

5/13/74  " 

32 

Creat  Hill  Recreation 

12,651 

34 

Dr.   Robert  I  Davis  T-10 

5/13/74  " 

44 

Mc.   Hope  Cemetery  Roads 

2,051 

50 

Martha  L.    Desmond  T- 1 1 

5/13/74  " 

45 

Cemetery  Planning  (Woodlawn  &  Mt.  Hope) 

18,000 

00 

Elbridge  Jones  Robbins  6  Desc.  T-12 

12/  3/74 

13 

Plans  Studies  Refuse  Disposal 

13,033 

33 

Elbridge  J.   Robbins  Lot  Woodlawn  T-13 

5/12/75 

10 

Surplus  Government  Property 

672 

72 

Captain  Robbins  Lot  Woodlawn  T-14 

5/12/75 

11 

Landfill  Purchase  Kennedy 

12,172 

53 

Ethel  R.   Robbins,  Fred  Robbins  6  Ceorge  T 

5/12/75 

14 

Sewage  Disposal  Construction 

64 

68 

Ceorgia  E.  Whitney  T- 19 

5/12/75 

16 

Ambulance  E.M. S.  Programs 

7,009 

54 

Frank  C.   Hayward  T-20 

5/12/75 

17 

School  Zone  Establish 

76 

00 

Hoit  &  Scott  T-21 

5/12/75 

18  McCarthy  Town  Renovation 

518 

69 

Mrs.   Harry  O'Neil  T-22 

5/12/75 

20 

Construction  or  Road  Improvement 

5,798 

00 

Frank  R  Knowlton  T-23 

5/12/75 

21 

Construction  or  Road  Improvement 

40,598 

00 

Luke  Blanchard  T-24 

5/12/75  " 

22 

Drainage  Project  Ch  825 

214 

75 

Henry  S.   Raymond  Monument  T-25 

5/12/75 

23 

Mass.   Bay  Transportation  Authority  (MBTA) 

366 

23 

Henry  S.   Raymond  Care  T-26 

5/12/75 

31 

Town  Hall  Renovations 

273 

76 

Susan  Noyes  Hosmer  T-27 

5/12/75  Art. 

41 

Jenks  Land  Purchase  for  Recreation  Conser. 

41 

50 

J.   Roland  Wetherbec  T-29 

5/12/75 

42 

Putnam  Land  Purchase  for  Recreation  Cons. 

29 

64 

Sarah  A  Watson  T-31 

5/12/75  " 

46 

Eastern  Mortgage  Co.   Land  Purchase  for 

Carrie  F  Wells  T-33 

Recreation  6  Conservations 

416 

00 

Jenks  Family  T-34 

10/20/75 

6 

Preliminary  Plans  New  Town  Hall 

4,369 

41 

Mary  E.   Smith  T-35 

10/20/75 

8 

McCarthy  Town  Reconstruction 

15,367 

60 

Ernest  C.   Jones  T- 36 

10/20/75 

15 

Computerization  of  Assessd  Valuation 

1.653 

54 

10/20/75 

16 

Commuter  Parking  Facility  Land  Purchase 

61 

00 

Library  6  Educational  Funds: 

4/14/76 

3 

MBTA  Commuter  Rail  Service 

2,986 

89 

Acton  High  School  Conant  Fund  T-l 

4/14/76 

4 

MBTA  Commuter  Rail  Service 

15,000 

00 

Wilde  Memorial  T-30 

4/12/76 

10 

Chapter  90  Road  Construction 

6,431 

80 

Georgia  E  Whitney  Memorial  T-17 

4/12/76 

11 

Chapter  90  Road  Construction 

40,598 

00 

4/12/76 

12 

Sidewalk  Construction 

4,000 

00 

Firemen's  Relief  Funds 

4/12/76 

13 

Purchase  New  Vehicles 

15,164 

83 

Acton  T-2 

4/12/76 

16 

Septage  Disposal  Area 

8,063 

09 

West  Acton  T-32 

4/12/76 

17 

Waste  Water  Study 

70,000 

00 

Conservation  Fund  T-9 

4/12/76 

26 

Purchase  Bean  Land 

166 

04 

Acton  Youth  Programs  Fund  T-37 

8/  9/76 

2 

Renovation,  Police  Station 

1,241 

59 

Jemes  E  Kinsley 

8/  9/76 

3 

By-laws  Revision 

1,944 

30 

11/15/76 

1 

Parking  Lot  South  Acton 

90,957 

06 

2/28/77 

1 

School  Zone,  Hayward  Road 

4,000 

00 

Total  Trust  Accounts  in  Custody  of  Town 

32  ,203.28 
39,707.24 
I  5,878. J7 
23,931.99 


473.  17 
3,01'1.  '»K 
249,797.2  1 

i  ,8)7.  n 
1  ,7'A.  10 

4  ,024.  74 
I  ,400.  1,0 
2 ,220. 19 
4  ,109.  67 
32  ,781.  60 
2jV/l.62 
2 ,74 1. 95 
999. 79 
590.  10 
I ,702. 69 
3,849.24 
2.031.28 
1,949.01 
131  ,201. BH 
22  ,791 .99 
4  ,  14  (,.  2'.i 
4,1  19.29 
58, 4 '.0.94 
2,436.28 

i ,  i  wi.  i  j 


4,145.72 
40,01  7.47 
22 . 102.  29 


/I., /(II.  i* 
2 .  (00. 99 


25, 404. 61 
1  ,092.4'/ 


Total  Outstanding  Articles 


5  509,695.68 
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STATEMENT  OF  APPROPRIATIONS  AND  DISBURSEMENTS 
JULY  1,  1976  to  JUNE  30,  1977 


WARRANT  BUDGET  ITEM 


APPROPRIATED 
OR  AVAILABLE 


DISBURSED 


BALANCE 


General  Government: 
Moderator 

1.  Salary 

2.  Expenses 


300.00 
20.00 


220.00 
0.00 


80.00 
20.00 


Finance  Committee 
3.  Expenses 


150.00 


146.48 


3.52 


Selectmen 

4.  Salaries 

5.  Expenses 

6.  Capital  Outlay 
7-  Legal  Services 

8.  Legal  Expenses 

9.  Appraisals  &  Surveys 
10.  Out  of  State  Travel 


36,810.00 
27,351.20 

3,110.75 
23,905.72 

1,090. 17 
350. 12 

1,592. 64 


35,971.23 
27,351.20 

3,110.75 
23,905.72 

1,090.17 
125.00 

1,592.64 


838.77 
0.00 
0. 00 
0.00 
0.00 

225.12 
0. 00 


Town  Office  Clerical  Staff 
11.  Salaries 


148,612.00 


146,601.32 


2,010. 68 


Engineering  Department 

12.  Salaries 

13.  Expenses 


70,074.12 
5,087.88 


70,074.12 
4,357.16 


0. 00 
730.72 


Town  Accountant 
14.  Salary 
15-  Expenses 


17,195.00 
16,500.00 


17,184.81 
16,500.00 


10.19 
0.00 


Town  Treasurer  &  Collector 

16.  Salary 

17.  Expenses 


16,261.00 
12,500.00 


16,243.88 
12,497.46 


17.12 
2.54 


Town  Assessors 
18.  Salaries 
19«  Expenses 


20,881.00 
7,225.00 


20,810.92 
6,884.42 


70.08 
340. 58 


Town  Clerks 

20.  Salary 

21.  Expenses 


6,893.00 
900.00 


6,752.23 
858.  78 


140.77 
41.22 


Election  &  Registrations 

22.  Salaries 

23.  Expenses 


9,975.00 
8,105.00 


9,274. 04 
5,902.71 


700.96 
2,202.29 
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WARRANT  BUDGET  ITEM 

Planning  Board 

24.  Salaries 

25.  Expenses 

Personel  Board 

26.  Expenses 

Board  of  Appeals 

27.  Expenses 

Conservation  Commission 

28.  Salaries 

29.  Expenses 

Archives  Committee 

30.  Expenses 

Public  Ceremonies  &  Celebration 

31.  Expenses 

Buildings  &  Grounds 

32.  Salaries 

33.  Utilities 

34.  Expenses 

Town  Report  Committee 
35-  Expenses 

Youth  Commission 

36.  CODE 

37.  Expenses 

Historical  Commission 

38.  Expenses 

Council  on  Aging 

39.  Expenses 

Total  General  Government 

Protection  of  Persons  and  Property: 
Police  Deaprtment 

40.  Regular  Salaries 

41.  Other  Salaries 

42.  Expenses 

43.  Capital  Outlay 

Fire  Department 

44.  Regular  Salaries 

45.  Other  Salaries 

46.  Expenses 

47.  Capital  Outlay 


APPROPRIATED 

OR  AVAILABLE  DISBURSED 


11,849.00  $  11,839.20 
11,300.00  8,306.62 


100.00 


400.00 


4,828.40 
700.00 


145.00 


2,500.00 


21,111.00 
51,217.20 
22,800.00 


7,000. 00 


8,000.00 
8,500.00 


200.00 


6,015.00 


319,237.00 
125,027.00 
24,552.00 
2,645.00 


436,589.00 
142,232.00 
34,265.20 
644. 80 


35.00 


362.  33 


4,828.40 
692.90 


110.52 


2,006.85 


15,215.29 
45,254.55 
17,953.  61 


6,682. 57 


7,999.92 
5,885.95 


193.  66 


5,700.76 


591,555.20  560,523.17 


309,942. 09 
111,508.65 
24,542.80 
2,645.00 


435,334.34 
141,321.98 
34,265.20 
600. 00 


BALANCE 

$  9.80 
2,993.  38 

65.00 

37.67 


0.00 
7. 10 


34.48 


493.  15 


5,895.71 
5,962.65 
4,846.39 


317.43 


.08 
2,614.05 


6.34 


314.24 


31,032.03 


9,294.91 
13,518.  35 
9.20 
0.00 


1,254.66 
910.02 
0.00 
44.80 
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WARRANT  BUDGET  ITEM 


APPROPRIATED 

OR  AVAILABLE        DISBURSED  BALANCE 


Sealer  of  Weights 

48.  Salaries 

49.  Expenses 


$  $ 

697.00  697.00 
65.00  18.16 


$ 


0. 00 
46.84 


Insect  Pest  Control 

50.  Salaries 

51.  Expenses 

Town  Forest  Committee 

52.  Expenses 


4,703.00 
6,585.00 


100.00 


4,330.93 
5,418.05 


372.07 
1,166.95 


100.00 


Tree  Department 

53.  Salaries 

54.  Expenses 


6,940.00  6,550.82  389.18 

11,600.00         10,058.25  1,541.75 


Insepctor  of  Wires 
55.  Expenses 


4,000.00 


1,750.75 


2,249.25 


Inspector  of  Gas  &  Pipes 
56.  Expenses 


3,000.00 


1,135.50 


1,864.50 


Building  Commission 

57.  Salaries 

58.  Expenses 


33,778.00         33,530.75  247.25 
2,700.00  2,065.78  634.22 


Dog  Officer 

59.  Salary 

60.  Expenses 


1,267.00  1,267.00 
500.00 


0.00 
500. 00 


Building  Committee 
61.  Expenses 


75.00 


0.00 


75.00 


Civil  Defense 
62.  Expenses 


2,500.00 


2,314.54 


185.46 


Town  Utilities 

63.     Hydrant  Rental 
64-     Street  Lights 

Total  Protection  of  Persons  &  Property 


38,690.00  37,865.00 
53,000.00  43,597.05 


1,255,392.00  1,210,759.64 


825.00 
9,402.95 

44,632.36 


Highways: 

Highway  Department 
65-  Salaries 
66.     Overtime  Snow 
67-  Expenses 

68.  Drainage 

69.  Snow  &  Ice  Control 

70.  Machinery  Expenses 

71.  Gas  &  Diesel  Fuel 


200,825.00  194,896.42 


25,000.00 
63,420.22 
25,000.00 
77,000. 00 
45,022. 12 
47,572. 16 


24,531.98 
63,352.89 
24,950.31 
76,499. 11 
45,022. 12 
47,572. 16 


5,928.58 
468.02 
67.33 
49.69 
500.89 
0.00 
0.00 
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WARRANT  BUDGET  ITEM 


APPROPRIATED 
OR  AVAILABLE 


DISBURSED 


BALANCE 


Highway  Department  Cont'd 

72.  Secondary  Road  Maintenance 

73.  Primary  Road  Maintenance 

74.  Capital  Outlay 

Total  Highway 

Health  and  Sanitation: 
Board  of  Health 

75.  Salaries 

76.  Expenses 

77.  Garbage  Collection 

Inspector  of  Animals 

78.  Salary 

79.  Expenses 

Plumbing  Inspector 

80.  Expenses 

Total  Health  &  Sanitation 


66,435.00 
30,880.00 
5,905.00 


54,178.00 
38,575.00 
30,992.88 


180.00 
30.00 


2,550.00 


66,434. 54 
30,880.00 
5,117.27 


587,059.50  579,256.80 


126,505. 


52,049. 70 
33,009.41 
30,992.88 


180.00 
0.00 


2,090. 50 


118,322.49 


.46 
0.00 
787.  73 


7,802. 70 


2,128. 30 
5,565. 59 
0.00 


0.00 
30.00 


459. 50 


8,183. 39 


Cemeteries : 

81.  Salaries 

82.  Expenses 

83.  Capital  Outlay 

Total  Cemeteries 


58,240.00 
15,225.00 
1,500. 00 

74,965.00 


58,238.43 
15,174. 03 
1,497-94 

74,910.40 


1.57 
50.97 
2.06 


54.  60 


Recreation: 

84.  Salaries 

85.  Expenses 

86.  Capital  Outlay 

Total  Recreations 


67,651.00 
30,000.00 
2,400.00 

100,051.00 


59,263. 32 
28,662.90 
1^995.00 

89,921.22 


8,387. 68 
1,337. 10 
405.00 

10,129. 78 


Veteran's  Services: 

87.  Salary 

88.  Expenses 

89.  Aid 

Total  Veterans  Aid 

Pensions: 

90.  Pension  Fund 


5,953.00 
275.00 
30,000.00 

36,228.  00 


5,760.45 
58.08 
14,951. 07 

20,769.  60 


169,338.90  169,330.90 


192. 55 
216.92 
15,048.93 

15,458.40 
0.00 


Total  Pension 


169,338. 90 


169,338.90 


0.  00 
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WARRANT  BUDGET  ITEM 


APPROPRIATED 
OR  AVAILABLE 


DISBURSED 


BALANCE 


Insurance: 

91.  Group  Health  Insurance 

92.  Other  Insurance 

93.  Insurance  Advisor 


180,183.98 
54,522. 12 
1,500.00 


180,183.98 
54,522.12 
1,500.00 


0.00 
0.00 
0.00 


Total  Insurance 


236,206.  10 


236*206.  10 


0.00 


Maturing  Debt  and  Interest  Town  Govern: 
Highway  Department  Building 

94.     Maturing  Debt 

95-  Interest 

Highway  Equipment 

96.  Maturing  Debt 

97.  Interest 

Conservation 

98.  Maturing  Debt 

99.  Interest 

Land  Fill 

100.  Maturing  Debt 

101.  Interest 


30,000.00  30,000.00  0.00 

4,275.00  4,275.00  0.00 

65,000.00  65,000.00  0.00 

6,930.00  6,930.00  0.00 

58,880.00  58,880.00  0.00 

12,077.62  12,077.62  0.00 

33,120.00  33,120.00  0.00 

6,498.00  6,498.00  0.00 


Parking  Lot 

102.  Maturing  Debt  25,000.00  25,000.00  0.00 

103.  Interest  1,000.00  785.76  214.24 


Anticipation  of  Revenue  Notes 
104.     Interest  9,474. 38  3,430.83  6,043.55 

Total  Maturing  Debt  and  Interest  252,255.00        245,997.21  6,257.79 


Libraries: 
Memorial  Library 

105.  Salaries 

106.  Expenses 

107.  Books 

108.  Capital  Outlay 


113,578.00 
25,500.00 
30,000.00 
580.00 


110,242.51 
25,458.50 
29,999. 62 
580.00 


3,335.49 
41.50 
.38 
0.00 


West  Acton  Library 

109.  Salaries 

110.  Expenses 


7,622.02 
2,145.00 


7,197.96 
2,145.00 


424.06 
0.00 


Total  Libraries 


179,425. 02 


175,623.  59 


3,801.43 
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WARRANT  BUDGET  ITEM 

Local  Schools: 
Local  Schools 

111.  Operating  Expenses 

112.  Blanchard  Auditorium  Expenses 

Total  Local  Schools 

Maturing  Debt  &  Interest  Local  Schools: 
McCarthy  Town  School 

113.  Maturing  Debt 

114.  Interest 

Merriam  School 

115.  Maturing  Debt 

116.  Interest 

Douglas  School 

117.  Maturing  Debt 

118.  Interest 

Gate  School 

119.  Maturing  Debt 

120.  Interest 

Conant  School 

121.  Maturing  Debt 

122.  Interest 

Teachers  Summer  Pay 

123.  Maturing  Debt 

124.  Interest 

Total  Maturing  Debt  &  Interest  Local  Sch. 

Regional  Schools: 

125.  Operating  Budget 

126.  Debt 

127.  Teachers  Summer  Pay 

Total  Regional  School  Maturing  Debt 

Vocational  Schools: 
Minuteman  Vocational  School 

128.  Operating  Budget 

129.  Debt  &  Interest 

Other  Vocational  Schools 

130.  Tuition  and  Transportation 

Total  Vocational  Schools 
Total  Appropriation  Disbursed 


APPROPRIATED 

OR  AVAILABLE  DISBURSED  BALANCE 

$  $  $ 

3,487,908.61  3,458,261.28  29,647.  33 

37,793.00  33,511.22  4,281. 78 

3,525,701.61  3,491,772.50  33,929.11 

5,500.00  5,472.22  27-  78 

18,750.00  10,003.89  8,746-11 

40,000-00  40,000.00  0-00 

2,160.00  2,160.00  0.00 

35,000.00  35,000.00  0.00 

11,640.00  11,637.  50  2.  50 

60,000.00  60,000.00  0.00 

26,035.00  26,035.00  0.00 

80,000.00  80,000.00  0.00 

66,120.00  66,120.00  0.00 

105,000.00  105,000.00  0.00 

6,300.00  6,300. 00   0.00 

456,505.00  447,728.61  8,776.39 

3,158,362.00  3,108,193.00  50,169.00 

263,222.00  263,222.00  0.00 

115,770.00  115,770.00   0.00 

3,537,354.00  2,487,185-00  50,169.00 

265,770.00  265,770.  00  0. 00 

70,187.00  70,187.00  0.00 

11,946.  10  11,946.  10   0. 00 

347,903.  10  347,903-10  0-00 

11,476,445-  31  11,256,218-  33  220,226-98 
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SPECIAL  ARTICLES 


T.M. 

ART. 

APPROPRIATED 

DATE 

NO. 

PURPOSE 

OR 

AVAILABLE 

DISBURSED 

BALANCE 

6/24/57 

6 

Civil  Defense  Power  Unit  $ 

300.00 

$             300.00  $ 

0.00 

3/  9/58 

39 

Archives  Commission 

792.75 

38.70 

754.05 

3/  8/71 

54 

90  Construction  Central  St. 

30,800.00 

25,507.40 

5,292.60 

3/12/73 

19 

West  Acton  Library  Improvements 

18.10 

18.10 

0.00 

5/13/74 

24 

Sidewalk  Construction 

9,114.73 

305,10 

8,809.63 

5/13/74 

32 

Great  Hill  Recreation 

79,894.55 

67,243.21 

12,651.34 

5/13/74 

44 

Mt.   Hope  Cemetery  Roads 

3,000.00 

948.50 

2,051.50 

12/  3/74 

10 

Treasurer  &  Collector  and 

Accountant  Salaries 

1,860.23 

1,860.23 

0.00 

5/12/75 

10 

Surplus  Government  Property 

1,056.72 

384.00 

672.72 

5/12/75 

13 

Land  Fill  Construction 

738.30 

738.30 

0.00 

5/12/75 

14 

Sewage  Disposal  Construction 

86. 14 

21.46 

64.68 

5/12/75 

16 

Ambulance  E.M. S.  Program 

9,976.68 

2,967. 14 

7,009. 54 

5/12/75 

22 

Drainage  Projects 

13,598. 74 

13,383.99 

214.75 

5/12/75 

31 

Town  Hall  Renovations 

3,152.86 

2,879. 10 

273.76 

10/20/75 

6 

Preliminary  Plans  New  Town  Hall 

12,000.00 

7,630. 59 

4,369.41 

10/20/75 

8 

McCarthy  Towne  Reconstruction 

463,919.24 

453,551. 64 

15,367.60 

10/20/75 

15 

Computerization  of  Assessed  Val. 

25,629. 17 

23,975.63 

1,653.54 

4/14/76 

3 

MBTA  Commuter  Rail  Service 

5,000.00 

2,013. 11 

2,986.89 

4/12/76 

10 

Road  Construction  and  Improvements 

6,500.00 

68.20 

6,431.80 

4/12/76 

13 

Purchase  New  Vehicles 

23,850.00 

8,685. 17 

15,164.83 

4/12/76 

14 

Purchase  Fire  Alarm  Vehicle 

21,000.00 

20,992.86 

7.14 

4/12/76 

16 

Septage  Disposal  Area 

26,500.00 

18,436.91 

8,063.09 

4/12/76 

21 

Community  Education 

7,381.00 

7,381.00 

0.00 

4/12/76 

26 

Purchase  Bean  Land- Bond- Cons  Pur 

18,000.00 

17,833.96 

166.04 

4/12/76 

28 

Conservation  Land  Purchase, 

Bridges  Property 

1 uu , uuu. uu 

100,000.00 

0.00 

8/  9/76 

1 

Fire  Damage  Renovation  Gates  Sch 

44,093.00 

44 , uy j. uu 

u.  UU 

8/  9/76 

2 

Renovation,  Police  Station 

4,060.00 

2,818.41 

1,241.59 

8/  9/76 

3 

Professional  Service  Revision 

Zoning  By-Laws 

5,795.00 

3,850. 70 

1,944.30 

11/1 5/76 

1 

Park  Facilities  So.  Acton 

95,000.00 

4,042.94 

90,957.06 

2/28/77 

2 

Unpaid  Bills 

2,080. 12 

2,080. 12 

0.00 

Total 

Special  Articles 

1,020,197.  33 

834,049.47 

186,147.86 

OTHER  DISBURSEMENTS: 
Refunds: 

1973  Real  Estate  Tax  Refunds 

1974  Real  Estate  Tax  Refunds 

1975  Real  Estate  Tax  Refunds 

1976  Real  Estate  Tax  Refunds 

1977  Real  Estate  Tax  Refunds 

1971  Motor  Vehicles  Excise  Tax  Refund 

1972  Motor  Vehicles  Excise  Tax  Refund 

1973  Motor  Vehicles  Excise  Tax  Refund 

1975  Motor  Vehicles  Excise  Tax  Refund 

1976  Motor  Vehicles  Excise  Tax  Refund 

1977  Motor  Vehicles  Excise  Tax  Refund 

Keizer  Conservation  Land  Taking 
Insurance  Recovery 
Vendor  Refund  Recovery 
Historical  Society 


AMOUNT 

8,125. 11 
10,521. 17 
22,846.09 
25,768.07 

6,227.96 

13.70 
55.70 
95.60 
1,381.80 
10,794.52 
2,275.91 

18,000.00 
442.47 
50.50 
20,494.94 


AMOUNT 


127,093.54 
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Trust  Fund  Transfers: 
Conservation 
Celebration 
George  Ames 
Arlette  Appleyard 
Perpetual  Care 
A.  B.   Conant  Family 
Dr.  Davis 
M.  Desmond  Fund 
Robbins  &  Family 
E.  Robbins 

Robbins  &  Ames  Memorial 

Elizabeth  White  Charity 

George  Whitney  Memorial 

George  Whitney  Charity 

George  Whitney  Cemetery 

Frank  Haward 

Hoit  &  Scott 

Mrs.  Harry  O'Neil 

Frank  R  Knowlton 

Luke  Blanchard 

Henry  Raymond  Monument 

Henry  Raymond  Cemetery 

Hosmer  Fund 

J.  Roland  Wetherbee 

Memorial  Library 

Sarah  Watson 

Carrie  Wells 

Jenk  Family 

Mary  &  Charle  Smith 

Ernest  Jones 

Conant  H.   S.  Library 

Payroll  Witholdings: 
Federal  Tax 
State  Tax 
County  Retirement 
Teachers  Retirement 
Teachers  School  Insurance 
Group  Life  Insurance 
Health  Insurance 
Court  Judgements 
Suburban  Credit  Union 
M  T  A  Credit  Union 
Dues,  Fire 
Dues,  Highway 
Dues,  MTA 

Teacher's  Annuinities 
Deferred  Compensation 

Agency: 

Board  of  Appeal  Deposits 

Performance  Bond,  Deposits 

Performance  Bond,  Parlin  Road 

Cafeteria  Revolving  Fund 

Police  Off  Duty  Details 

Other  Off  Duty  Details 

Dog  License  To  Middlesex  County 


AMOUNT 

$     8,186.35  $ 
711. 63 
6.35 
60.45 
12,814.69 
20.00 
28.35 
56.  60 
20.00 
114. 10 
1,675.00 
1,414.46 
1,705. 10 
600.00 
271.49 
48.85 
28.00 
13.00 
49.  35 
91.60 
50.00 
128.55 
1,283.44 
440. 10 
1,698. 01 
240»99 
182. 65 
1,182. 15 
42.00 
30.35 
618. 12 


AMOUNT 


596.  70 
7,950.  00 
1,200. 00 
155,368.48 
15,859.99 
95.00 
3,433.  70 


33,811.73 


727,537.02 
235,428.62 
85,197.83 
87,025. 33 

1,788.05 

4,057. 32 
30,645.95 
348.00 
28,196.00 
32,115.00 

2,358.00 

1,088.00 
14,935.04 
52,655. 78 

6,780. 00  1,310,155.94 


184,503.87 
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AMOUNT 


AMOUNT 


Federal  Funds: 

Title  I,  Pro  76-002-0058 

Title  I,  Pro  77-002-155 

Title  II,  Library  ESEA 

Title  IV,  PL  93-380 

Title  IV,  PL  93-380 

State  and  County  Assessments: 
County  Tax 

Air  Pollution  Control 
Mosquito  Control 
State  Recreation  Areas 
Audit  Municipal  Accounts 
Metro  Area  Planning 
Motor  Vehicle  Excise  Bills 
Group  Insurance  Elderly 
County  Hospital 

Temporary  Debt: 

B.A.N.  McCarthy  Town 

B.A.N.  Conservation 

T.A.N.   In  Anticipation  of  Revrrue 

Debt  and  Interest  on  Tax  Levy 


4,714.99 
21,727.99 
1,708.99 
2,049.92 
255.  17 


447,268.85 
1,318.59 
10,575.26 
69,471.48 
1,346.42 
2,662.  34 
2,499.00 
532. 57 
14,246. 63 


1,000,000.00 
118,000.00 
750,000.00 


30,457.06 


549,921.14 

1,868,000.00 
24.828.00 


Total  Cash  Disbureement 


$16,219,039.08 


Street  Map  of  Acton 
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Transportation,  Advisory  Committee  on   23 

Tree  Department   61 
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Vocational  Regional  School   127 

Wires,  Inspector  of   77 

Workmen's  Compensation  Agent   78 

Youth  Commission   62 

Zoning  By-Law   30 
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A  Guide  to  Open  Town  Meeting 


The  OPEN  TOWN  MEETING  has  been  Acton's  legislative  body  since  colonial  times.  All  registered  voters  in  the  town 
are  eligible  to  come  together  annually  to  conduct  town  business,  appropriate  funds  and  give  direction  to  town  boards 
and  departments.  This  meeting  is  called  the  ANNUAL  TOWN  MEETING  and  may  continue  for  several  evenings  (each 
evening  being  designated  a  session  of  the  town  Meeting)  until  all  business  is  concluded.  A  SPECIAL  TOWN  MEETING 
may  be  called  by  the  Selectmen  at  any  other  time  of  the  year  if  it  becomes  necessary. 

PROCEDURES 

WARRANT  -  Prior  to  Town  Meeting  every  household  receives  a  copy  of  the  Town  WARRANT,  which  contains 
the  ARTICLES,  or  items  of  business,  to  be  acted  upon  by  the  voters.  The  Warrant  for  Annual  Town  Meeting  contains 
two  parts:  (1)  Election  Day  information  and  (2)  the  Articles,  including  the  Budget  for  the  coming  fiscal  year.  Articles  may 
be  placed  on  the  Warrant  by  the  Selectmen,  Town  Committees  or  by  a  petition  signed  by  registered  voters. 

ELECTIONS  -  Nonpartisan  ELECTIONS  for  Selectmen,  School  Committee,  Housing  Authority,  Moderator  and 
Library  Trustees  are  held  on  the  first  Mondy  of  Annual  Town  Meeting. 

VOTING  -  Most  Articles  are  decided  by  a  majority  vote  unless  otherwise  specified  by  statute  or  bylaw.  The 
Moderator  may  call  for  a  voice  or  hand  vote.  If  the  outcome  is  in  doubt,  the  Moderator  will  call  for  an  official  count  of  the 
vote,  which  is  known  as  a  TELLER  VOTE.  A  two-thirds  vote  is  required  for  amendments  to  the  Zoning  Bylaws,  the 
taking  of  land  by  eminent  domain  and  for  bond  issues.  Unless  unanimous,  these  votes  are  counted  by  the  Tellers. 

AMENDMENT  -  An  AMENDMENT  to  the  Article  under  discussion  may  be  offered  by  any  voter.  The  Amendment 
is  passed  by  a  simple  majority  and  musst  be  voted  upon  before  debate  of  the  original  Article  is  taken  up  again. 

DEBATE  -  DEBATE  is  limited  to  the  motion  under  discussion.  There  is  no  time  limit  on  debate,  although  the 
Moderator  may  ask  that  the  speakers  avoid  repetition  and  keep  their  remarks  brief. 

PREVIOUS  QUESTION  -  A  voter  may  close  debate  by  MOVING  THE  PREVIOUS  QUESTION.  This  motion  is 
not  debatable.  If  a  two-thirds  vote  is  obtained,  the  Article  under  discussion  is  immediately  put  to  a  vote. 

LAY  ON  THE  TABLE  -  If,  after  an  Article  has  been  moved  and  seconded  and  debate  has  begun,  someone  wishes 
to  postpone  the  final  vote,  he  may  move  to  LAY  IT  ON  THE  TABLE.  A  simple  majority  is  needed  both  to  place  it  "on  the 
table"  and  to  put  it  back  on  teh  floor  for  final  action.  This  motion  is  not  debatable. 

TAKE  NO  ACTION  -  All  Articles  appearing  in  the  Warrant  must  be  acted  upon  before  the  Town  Meeting  can 
adjourn.  A  motion  to  TAKE  NO  ACTION  may  be  made  by  the  sponsor  of  an  Article  if  a  change  in  circumstances  since 
the  preparation  of  the  Warrant  makes  it  unnecessary  or  unwise  to  consider  the  Article  at  that  time.  This  motion  requires 
a  majority  vote  and  is  debatable. 

RECONSIDERATION  -  A  motion  may  be  made  by  a  voter  on  the  prevailing  side  to  RECONSIDER  an  Article 
after  it  has  been  accepted  or  defeated.  A  two- thirds  vote  is  required  to  reconsider  the  Article  at  the  same  session  at  which 
it  was  originally  acted  upon.  A  three-fourths  vote  is  required  for  reconsideration  at  a  subsequent  session,  in  addition  to 
the  posting  of  a  NOTICE  OF  INTENT  TO  RECONSIDER  at  Town  Hall  6  hours  prior  to  the  session.  A  motion  for 
reconsideration  is  debatable. 

POINT  OF  ORDER  -  If  a  voter  questions  the  legality  or  propriety  of  the  proceedings,  he  may  rise  to  a  POINT  OF 
ORDER.  This  is  the  only  time  that  a  voter  does  not  need  to  be  recognized  by  the  Moderator  to  speak.  If  the  objection  is 
reasonable,  the  Moderator  will  take  immediate  steps  to  rectify  it. 

ADJOURNMENT  -  When  all  business  in  the  Warrant  has  been  completed,  the  Moderator  says,  "A  motion  for 
ADJOURNMENT  is  now  in  order,"  and  the  motion,  the  second  and  the  vote  are  usually  drowned  out  in  the  rush  for  the  door. 


At  Your  Service 


EMERGENCY  NUMBERS  -  POLICE:  263-2911  FIRE:  263-9191  AMBULANCE:  263-9191 

Be  sure  to  give  your  name  and  address  as  well  as  the  nature  of  your  emergency.  Do  not  hang  up  until  you  are  sure  your 
message  has  been  understood. 


FOR  ANSWERS  ON: 

CALL  THE: 

TELEPHONE: 

Assessments 

l     U  J  C  Vjl  1  1C  1  1  L O 

Board  of  Assessors 

263-2966 

RiIIq  anH  AppoiintQ 

LJ  11  lo  Ui  IU  /  iLLUUJ  1  LO 

Touun  Trpasnrpr  anH  Tav  Oollprtor 

1  WW  1  1    1  IcUjUIci    Ul  IU    1  CIA  V_.  UllCL  LUl 

263-7018 

Rirth  Dpath  Marriaae  (Certificates 

Town  Clerk's  Office 

263-2761 

Ri  lilninn 

C/lillUlI  IU 

RuilHinn  Insnprtor 

L-/ U 11U11  iy  11  1  jL/CL  LUl 

263-2709 

W  W    L*  1  \J  J 

Cpmptprips 

\_xC  1  1  it  Lcl  1 1,  O 

Opmptpru  Si  ir>printpnHpnt 

UCIIlClCly  UUL/Cl  11  1  LCI  IUCI  1  L 

263-2240 

i-WW  f.LTV 

Civil  Defense 

\/l  VII  1 — '  V.  1  ^  1  1 

Director 

263-2793 

Consprvation  Commission 

Forest  Road 

263-4448 

Don  I  icpnsp 

i — ' 1       i  ■  i  c  c  I  ioc 

Town  Clprk's  Officp 

i  ww  1 1  \  -  ici  r\  o       1 1  ice 

263-2761 

Don  Prohlpms 

C/WM  1    I  UUICI  1  lO 

Don  Offirpr 

L— 'wy  c/iucci 

263-4979 

FHiipation  Information 

1_^.WUCU  Llwl  1  11  11U1  1  1  lULiwi  1 

School  Si  inprintpndpnt 

Utl  IUJI  UUL/C1  U1LCI  IUCI  11 

263-9503 

Flpctions  Votinn  and  Rpoistration 

1  -IvL  LlUI  lo,    V  Will  iy  Ul  IU  1  lcyio  LI  U  llVl  1 

Tou/n  Clprk's  Officp 

i  ww  1 1      ici  r\  o  v  / 1 1  ice 

263-2761 

WW   4_r  /  W  ^ 

F  nrrinpprinn 
j — . i  iy;i  icci  ii  iy 

TouL/n  Fnninppr's  Offirp 

i  ww  1 1  i — ,  i  iyu  icci  o  v_/ 1  iicc 

263-7545 

WW    /  Wx  W 

Finanrp 

1    11  lUl  ICC 

Chairman  of  Financp  Committpp 

v  i 1  IU  11 1 1  IUI  1  Wl  1    11  IUI  ICC  CUl  1  II 1 11  L  LCC 

263-3179 

Firp  (Rontinp  anH  Pprmitsi 

1    LlC  \1  VUUL1I  IC  Ul  IU  1  ClillllO/ 

Firp  Dpnartmpnt 

i    11  C  L/CUul  Li  1 1C1  1  L 

263-4366 

Oarhaop  anH  Rpfiisp 

VJ Ul  UCImv  Ul  ICI  1  tCl  U,  C 

Board  of  Health 

UUCI1U  Wl  1  1CU1L1  1 

263-4736 

Hpalth  anH  Sanitation 
i  lean1 1  ui  iu  jqi  ii lu liwi  i 

RoarH  of  Health 

UUQ1 U  Wl  1  ICUILI  1 

263-4736 

t-WW  ~  /  WW 

Hinhii'aii<s  anH  StrpptQ 
l  nyi  iv>  ayo  ui  iu  wuccio 

Hinhii/au  Dpnartmpnt 

1  liyi  iWUy  L/cL'ul  LI  1  ICI  1  L 

263-5332 

WW  JuJL 

Hnmp  Nnrsinn 

1  Ivl  1  It.  i  1  Ul  Oil  IU 

RoarH  of  Hpalth'  Y/isitinn  Nnrsp 

UUUl  U  Wl  1  1CU1  LI  1,    VlOlLillUll  UI  OC 

263-4736 

WW     i  /  WW 

Himtinn  anH  Fichinn  I  ippnsps 
i  iui  ilii  iy  ui  iu  i  101  in  iy  i— ice  i  loco 

Tovi/n  Clotv  c  Offir*p 

1  WW  1  1       lei  l\  O  W 1 1  ice 

263  2761 

a— WW        i  W  1 

I  in  ran  / 
Liui  ui  y 

T  ihrarian  Momnri^l  T  ihrarw 

L~lc*l  UI  IQI  1 ,  lvlcl  I  IcU  lul  LlUluIy 

263-2232 

T  ihrarian  Citi7Pns  I  ihran;  of  \A/pQt  Arton 

1—  J  KJ I  Ul  IQI  I ,  W  1  Ll£.  t-1  1 0  LlUlUly  Wl    VVCOL  ilC  LW1  1 

263-9222 

i-WW  .1. 

I  ippnepe 

I—Iccl  loco 

So  ortmori-Tnu/n  ^^ananpr 
Oclcc  LI  I  lei  1  1  WWI 1  l v  lu .  luycl 

263-2761 

RoarH  of  Hpalth 

L/ual  cl  Ul  I  lculLll 

263-4736 

LUJ  "T  /  WvJ 

\4oQm  lito  i  ontrol 

rlUo^UILU  V^WllUwl 

RoarH  of  Hpalth 

UUuIU  Ul  1  leu  1UI 

263-47% 

TMiircoc  (School! 

School  Niircp  .liinior/tr  Hirrh 

26^-7738 

Nurses  (School) 

i  » ui  jco  ^uwi  iwi  y 

Flpmpntaru  Schools 

i  ilCI  1  ICI  1LU1  y  vVl  IWWIO 

263-4982 

i-WW      I      W  — 

Nursps  (Town) 

Town  Nursp 

1  WW  11  IIUIOC 

263-4736 

Oil  Rnmpr  Pprmits 

11  ULI1  1  IC1    '    "  1  1  !  U  LO 

Firp  Chipf 

1    U  C  V_/ 1  llC  1 

263-4366 

Planninn 
j  iui  u  in  iy 

f"nairman  of  Planninn  RoarH 
*w i  lull  1 1  iui  l  wi  r  iui  u  in  iy  uufli u 

263-4448 

WW  TTTU 

Plumhina  Pprmits 

1     IUI  1  Ivll  l*-t  A     CI  I  1  11  LO 

Board  of  Health 

263-4736 

Rp^rpation 

1- r\rn c t  R/-\aH 
1  Ul  CJ  L  I  \UuU 

263-9244 

Srhools 

r^arolim  T  r^riiinl^c  ^*hool 

263-2753 

.TiiliA  T             ^rtni;  -  M^rinn  1    Tnunifl  Srhnn 

O  Ullu  L_.  1'                  U  ^       1    1U1  IWI  1  1  . .    1  WW  lit-  Wtl  IVA11 

263-4982 

t-ww  ^yui* 

1  lUlcllLc  r\.  lvlci  1  lal  1 1  o^_l  iwwi 

26S-2581 

<jUU  w  WW  x 

Paul  P  (^atp^  ^rhool 

263-9162 

WW      X  w*-» 

LUU  lei  O  .       Wl  1C31  1 Ol  J  IWWI 

263-7407 

LVJO    /  TV  / 

Acton-Boxborough  Regional  Junior  High  School 

263-7716 

Acton-Boxborough  Regional  High  School 

263-7738 

Superintendent  of  Schools 

263-9503 

Selectmen 

Town  Office 

263-2761 

Snow  Removal 

Highway  Department 

263,5532 

Tax  Collections 

Treasurer  and  Collector 

263-7018 

Veterans'  Services 

Veterans'  Agent 

263-2761 

Water  Problems 

Water  District  (Not  part  of  the  Town  of  Acton) 

263-9107 

Welfare  Questions 

Welfare  Board  (Concord  Office) 

369-1290 

Wiring 

Wire  Inspector 

263-5555 

Wiring  Permits 

Forest  Road 

263-2709 

Zoning 

Zoning  Enforcement  Officer 

263-2709 

ACTON  fl 

TOWN  REPORT 

Sf8 
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DEDICATION 


The  Acton  Board  of  Selectmen  has  voted  to  dedicate 
the  1978  Town  Report  to  Katherine  Mary  Kinsley.  Kitty, 
as  she  is  known  to  her  friends,  has  lived  in  West  Acton 
all  of  her  life. 

She  taught  fourth  grade  in  Maynard  for  26  years  and 
is  a  certified  Massachusetts  school  psychologist.  From 
1974  to  1976,  she  was  a  trustee  for  the  West  Acton 
Citizens  Library  and  was  a  charter  member  of  both  the 
Historical  Society  and  the  League  of  Women  Voters  in 
Acton. 

In  1977,  she  initiated  a  petition  drive  to  have  traffic 
lights  installed  at  the  intersection  of  Mass  Ave.  and 
Central  St.  While  an  article  to  accomplish  just  that  was 
defeated  at  a  Special  Town  Meeting  that  fall,  the  comer 
became  known  as  "Kitty's  Comer"  in  recognition  of  her 
efforts. 


The  1975  Acton  Town  Report  featured  an  interview 
with  Kitty  and  T.  Frederick  S.  Kennedy,  another  life-long 
resident  of  the  Town.  In  the  interview,  she  recalled  that 
as  a  young  girl,  "we  would  go  over  to  Town  Meeting  and 
sit  in  the  gallery.  By  the  time  we  became  voters,  we 
naturally  could  take  an  active  part  in  the  debates." 

And  debates  they  were.  "They  were  like  Parliament," 
she  noted.  "The  Town  Meeting  was  a  thing  to  look 
forward  to  every  year.  They  used  to  have  caucuses  before 
each  Town  Meeting.  On  a  cold  night  in  February,  you'd 
go  over  to  these  caucuses  if  you  wanted  to  get  elected. 

"Up  until  the  late  1920s,  they  used  to  have  a  Town 
Meeting  that  was  an  all-day  affair.  They'd  go  to  the  Town 
Hall  and  vote  for  Town  offices  and  then  they'd  have  a 
Town  Meeting.  The  Grange  would  put  on  a  big  dinner  at 
noon,  and  then  they'd  conduct  school  committee  and 
other  business  in  the  afternoon.  Around  five  or  six 
o'clock,  the  Town  Meeting  ended  so  that  the  farmers 
could  milk  their  cows." 
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CREDITS 


In  preparing  the  1978  Acton  Town  Report,  the  Town 
Report  Committee  has  attempted  to  create  a  document 
that  is  both  readable  and  informative.  At  the  same  time, 
the  committee  has  also  sought  to  compile  a  report  that 
could  serve  as  a  reference  tool  in  future  years  as  well  as 
an  introduction  to  the  Town  Meeting  form  of  government 
for  newcomers. 

To  begin  with,  the  Town  Report  Committee  decided 
to  follow  the  award-winning  format  and  design  of  last 
year's  Town  Report,  although  we  have  made  a  number  of 
additions  and  improvements. 

There  are  several  new  reports  this  year,  including 
ones  from  the  Middlesex  County  Advisory  Board,  the 
Wastewater  Management  Advisory  Committee,  the 
Fireman's  Relief  Committee,  the  Bikeways  Committee 
and  the  Town  Moderator. 

Also  included  is  an  explanation  of  the  new  jury 
section  system  being  used  in  Middlesex  County,  maps  of 
the  six  new  precincts,  a  copy  of  the  Town  Meeting 
Attendence  Study  Committee  Report,  and  a  Citizens 
Resource  Card  for  those  interested  in  volunteering  to 
become  members  of  Town  boards  and  committees. 


The  Town  Report  Committee  asked  each  board  and 
committee  to  include  an  explanation  of  its  duties  in  this 
years  reports  as  well  as  a  list  of  the  accomplishments 
in  1978. 

Finally,  we  have  included  a  reprint  of  an  article  by 
Mary  Poole  which  appeared  in  the  Acton  Minute-Man  on 
Town  Cierk  Charles  MacRae's  retirement.  Our  deadline, 
however,  prevented  us  from  including  more  than  this 
comment  on  former  Assessor  Ralph  Dodge's  untimely 
passing.  Dodge  was  known  around  Town  Hall  as  "the 
assessors'  assessor"  and  was  deeply  involved  in  the 
Town's  revaluation  process  up  until  his  retirement  last 
year  for  health  reasons. 

We  would  also  like  to  thank  Marilyn  Stowe  for  the 
cover  cartoon  of  the  Great  Blizzard  of  1978  and 
Katherine  Kolowich,  The  Acton  Minute-Man,  The 
Assabet  Valley  Beacon,  Minuteman  Regional  Vocational 
Technical  School,  and  the  Acton  Police  Department  for 
the  photographs  in  this  year's  Town  Report. 

Gregory  M.  Jarboe,  Chairman 
For  The  Town  Report  Committee 


Administration 


Christine  Joyce  is  the  first  person  yon  see  when  yon  open  the  door  to  Town  Hall. 
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Town  Manager  Christopher  Farrell  (left)  and  his  assistant,  Joseph  Nevlns,  pause  for  a  portrait  on  a 
typically  busy  day  at  Town  Hall. 


TOWN  MANAGER'S  REPORT 


The  process  of  preparation  and  review  of  the  Town 
Budget  is  one  of  the  most  important  functions  of  the 
Town  Manager's  Office.  The  Fiscal  1980  budget  review 
process  began  early  in  September  when  the  Town 
Manager  met  with  all  of  the  department  heads  to  review 
the  objectives  and  guidelines  that  would  determine  the 
Town's  fiscal  operating  policy  for  the  coming  year.  The 
primary  objective  was  to  continue  to  improve  productivity 
in  all  municipal  functions  while  maintaining  stable  level 
funded  services  to  our  citizens. 

In  spite  of  a  conservative  approach  taken  the  year 
before,  the  town  budget  had  increased  by  9%,  including 
salaries,  in  1978-79.  This  level  of  increase,  due  mainly 
to  inflation,  was  intolerable  to  the  Board  of  Selectmen 
and  myself,  despite  the  fact  that  increased  state  revenues 
allowed  us  to  reduce  the  tax  rate  by  slighty  over  one 
dollar. 

Again  this  year  we  set  a  general  goal  of  holding  the 
line  on  the  tax  rate.  At  this  time,  prior  to  town  meeting, 
we  have  a  3.7%  overall  town  increase  including  collective 
bargaining  settlements.  This  increase  is  based  on  higher 
costs  for  snow  and  ice  control,  pensions,  insurance, 
highway  maintenance,  and  fuel  for  town  vehicles  and 
buildings.  We  have  tried  to  control  costs  in  several  ways. 
Serious  consideration  has  been  given  to  placing  services 


on  a  contractual  basis  whenever  possible.  No  new 
programs  have  been  funded  unless  existing  programs 
were  discontinued  and  every  effort  has  been  make  to  hold 
appropriations  for  services,  supplies  and  capital 
equipment  at  last  year's  levels  despite  an  annual  inflation 
rate  of  over  7%  and  an  estimated  10%  increase  in  energy 
related  expenses. 

During  the  budget  review  process  I  felt  that  the  public 
should  be  aware  of  each  hearing,  through  the 
newspapers,  so  that  the  citizens  of  Acton  could  provide 
input  toward  the  formation  of  the  budget  prior  to  Town 
Meeting.  Each  hearing  was  advertised  yet  no  one 
attended  to  speak  for  or  against  any  budget,  program 
or  particular  service.  We  will  continue  to  take  a  hard  line 
approach  in  our  budget  and  decision  making.  But  it  is 
difficult  to  deal  in  a  vacuum.  It  is  essential  that  we 
receive  continued  citizen  participation  throughout  the 
entire  process  so  that  a  budget  will  be  created  that  will 
service  the  needs  of  every  taxpayer. 

Part  of  the  credit  for  limiting  the  increase  of  the 
budget  must  go  to  the  cooperative  efforts  of  the 
department  heads  who  strive  to  provide  increasingly 
expensive  services  at  a  minimum  cost. 

This  year  we  have  initiated  a  complete  review  of  the 
Personnel  Bylaw  as  it  applies  to  non-union  personnel. 
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The  Town  has  contracted  with  Charles  M.  Evans 
Associates  to  prepare  updated  job  descriptions  and  salary 
classifications  for  the  town  employees  in  this  category, 
such  as  clerical  staff,  department  heads,  and  the 
Cemetery  Department.  This  work  is  scheduled  for 
completion  in  early  April. 

During  the  course  of  the  year  I  have  continued  to 
place  my  office  and  staff  at  the  disposal  of  the  public. 
Should  any  person  have  any  difficulty  or  believe  that  a 
particular  service  or  function  of  the  Town  Government  is 
not  performing  adequately  please  do  not  hesitate  to 
contact  my  office.  Should  a  question  arise  concerning  a 
board  or  committee  we  will  attempt  to  answer  that 
question  to  your  satisfaction. 

Acton's  local  government  relies  heavily  on  volunteers 
to  serve  on  boards,  committees  and  commissions.  It  is 
through  these  boards  that  town  policy  is  determined. 
The  availability  of  volunteers  as  a  resource  for  these 
boards  has  been  declining  in  recent  years.  I  cannot  stress 


enough  the  need  for  citizen  participation  to  determine 
town  policy.  If  you  want  to  change  the  course  or  scope 
of  local  government  it  is  only  through  citizen  effort  that 
it  can  be  accomplished.  If  anyone  is  interested  in  serving 
on  a  board  or  committee  citizen  resource  cards  are 
available  at  Town  Meeting  and  Town  Hall  and  can  be 
submitted  to  my  office.  I  would  like  to  thank  the  many 
citizens  who  have  worked  so  diligently  in  the  past  in 
promoting  the  interests  of  their  board  to  the  citizenry. 

I  would  also  like  to  thank  the  members  of  the  Board 
of  Selectmen  who  have  guided  and  advised  me  during  the 
year.  A  special  thanks  to  secretaries  Christine  Joyce  and 
Ruth  Bailey  for  their  assistance  during  1978. 

Finally  I  would  like  to  say  that  the  taxpayers  of  Acton 
can  be  proud  of  the  employees  of  all  departments  who 
have  worked  to  make  our  town  the  best-served 
community  in  the  Commonwealth. 

Christopher  J.  Farrell,  Town  Manager 


Board  of  Selectmen 


The  Board  of  Selectmen  is  the  Town's  "Board  of 
Directors",  directing  other  Town  Department  and  setting 
policy  and  goals  at  the  highest  level  for  the  Town.  Its 
duties  are  many,  varied,  and  frequently  complex, 
incuding  guiding  the  day-to-day  decisions  of  the  Town 
Manager,  communicating  with  county,  state  and  federal 
government,  holding  site  plan  hearings,  participating  in 
parades  and  other  public  ceremonies,  and  very  active 
preparation  for  and  participation  in  Town  Meeting,  to 
name  just  a  few.  The  public  is  most  welcome  at  the 
Tuesday  evening  Board  meetings  at  Town  Hall  to 
participate  in  the  process  of  leading  Acton  into  the  future. 

As  a  result  of  the  Town's  population  growth,  the  year 
1978  found  the  citizens  voting  in  six  precincts  instead  of 
the  traditional  three.  The  annual  Town  Meeting  in  April 
met  for  five  sessions  with  two  Special  Town  Meetings 
called  within  the  annual.  During  the  annual  meeting  the 
Town  voted  to  add  one  policeman  to  the  force  to  help  with 
the  patrol  of  the  Town,  especially  in  the  commercial  area 
of  Rte.  2 A.  Money  was  appropriated  for  the  Town 
Treasurer  and  Collector's  office  to  acquire  a  Burroughs 
AE500  computer  and  an  automated  cash  register  to  help 
in  the  modernization  of  that  office.   At  the  April  12th 


Special  Town  Meeting  an  additional  $30,000  was 
appropriated  to  further  refine  the  computer  program  for 
the  Assessors  to  help  with  Town's  full  and  fair  Valuation 
program. 

At  first  meeting  after  the  annual  Town  Meeting  the 
Board  of  Selectmen,  with  new  members  Joyce  Foley 
and  T.  Frederick  Kennedy,  reorganized  as  follows:  Alfred 
Steinhauer,  Chairman;  John  Gardner,  Vice-Chairman;  T. 
Fredrick  Kennedy,  clerk;  and  Julia  Stevens  and  Joyce 
Foley,  members. 

On  June  14th  the  new  Board  presided  over  a  Special 
Town  Meeting  which  adopted  the  HUD  Flood  Plain 
boundaries  and  a  more  restrictive  Bylaw,  which  prohibits 
building  in  the  flood  way  and  restricts  building  in  the  flood 
plain  with  specific  limitations. 

In  addition  to  the  regular  Tuesday  night  meetings,  the 
Selectmen  called  five  special  meetings  to  discuss  specific 
topics.  The  Board  held  two  meetings  with  the 
Engineering  Dept.  to  discuss  the  options  and  then 
preliminary  plans  for  the  Town's  program  for  solic  waste 
disposal.  A  meeting  was  held  with  the  Board  of 
Assessors  to  discuss  the  progress  of  the  program  voted 
at  the  Special  Town  Meeting.  As  a  Result  of  this  effort 
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Acton  Corporation  moved  from  Kelly's  Corner  to  larger  quarters  on  Main  St.  in  Acton  Center. 


The  Acton  Board  off  Selectmen:  (front  loft  to  right)  T. 
Steinhauer,  Joyce  E.  Foley,  and  Julia  D.  Stevena 

the  fall  tax  bills  did  not  go  out  until  Dec.  1,  but  for  the  first 
time  in  many  years  the  tax  rate  down  $1.20.  Another 
Special  Meeting  focused  on  conservation  restriction 
easements  with  the  Conservation  Commission  and  the 
Board  of  Assessors.  As  a  result  of  this  effort  the  Town's 
First  restriction  was  filed  and  accepted  by  the  State.  The 
final  meeting  dealt  with  the  topic  of  wetlands  identification, 
mapping  and  zoning  with  the  Planning  Board,  the 
Conservation  Commission  and  the  Board  of  Assessors. 
These  special  meetings  provide  the  Board  with  the 
opportunity  to  discuss  some  of  the  long  range  planning 
concerns  of  the  Town  in  more  detail  and  greater  depth 
than  is  possible  at  the  regular  Selectman's  meetings. 

The  Board  reviewed  and  voted  on  18  site  plans  and 
spent  a  great  amount  of  time  on  the  challenge  of  the  plan 
submitted  by  W.R.  Grace  &  Co.  for  a  new  facility  on  their 
property.  Because  of  the  plan's  size,  scope  and  possible 
environmental  impacts,  the  normal  site  plan  review  was 
expanded  to  include  meeting  with  officials  from  the 
Environmental  Protection  Agency,  Water  District  and 
citizens  groups  from  both  Acton  and  Concord.  In 
addition,  the  Building  Commissioner,  the  Director  of  the 
Board  of  Health  and  the  Superintendent  of  the  Water 
District  were  sent  to  Kentucky  to  view  a  similar  plant. 
Finally,  the  Board  hired  an  engineering  consultant  and 
after  many  meetings  and  much  discussion  the  site  plan 
was  approved  with  the  extraordinary  condition  that  Grace 
deposit  with  the  town  $90,000  for  a  hydrogeological 
study  to  assess  the  impact  of  disposal  operation  by  W.R. 
Grace  on  the  Town  water  supply  wells  and  the  Assabet 
River. 

The  Board  instituted  a  moratorium  on  class  I  (new 
and  used  car)  and  Class  II  (used  car)  licenses  while  it 
reviewed  a  policy  for  the  issuance  of  such  licenses.  All 
too  soon  it  was  December  budget  review  month.  Again 
with  the  cooperative  efforts  of  the  Town  Manager, 
Christopher  Farrell,  the  Town  Accountant,  Roy  Wetherby 
and  the  computer  printout  the  process  went  smoothly. 


Frederick  S.  Kennedy,  Joan  N.  Gaedner,  Alfred  F. 

As  a  result  of  the  state  election,  the  new  governor  and 
the  state  legislature  were  discussing  the  possibility  of  a  tax 
cap  on  local  communities.  The  Board  reacted 
conservatively  and  recommended  a  budget  to  the  Finance 
Committee  that  reflects  a  4%  increase  which  includes 
settlements  with  the  bargaining  units.  It  will  be  a 
challenge  for  the  Board,  the  Town  Manager  and  the 
Financial  team  to  act  creatively  to  continue  to  provide 
future  services  at  the  same  level  as  in  the  past. 

This  year  saw  some  changes  in  the  personnel  who 
serve  the  Town.  This  was  true  in  the  Town  Clerk's  office, 
from  which  Town  Clerk  Charles  MacRae  retired  after 
many  years  of  service,  including  past  service  as  Town 
Collector.  The  talent  and  devotion  to  duty  of  Mr.  MacRae 
will  be  missed  at  Town  Hall.  On  a  sad  note  Ralph  Dodge, 
the  Assistant  Assessor,  resigned  for  health  reasons.  It 
was  through  his  determined  efforsts  and  fairness  that  the 
Town  adopted  the  computer  program  which  helped 
achieve  the  goal  of  full  and  fair  valuation.  The  Board  also 
wishes  to  thank  all  those  volunteers  who  take  time  away 
from  family  and  other  activities  to  serve  the  Town. 
Without  such  a  fine  volunteer  effort  it  would  be  difficult 
for  the  Town  to  function  so  well.  A  special  thanks  to 
those  who  resigned  during  the  year:  Charles  Bumham, 
Ed  Richter,  John  Bush,  Ed  Schwann,  Herman 
Vanderwart,  Ed  Chambers,  Dome  Stonecliffe,  Brent 
Wilkes,  Margaret  Larsen,  Anne  Fanton,  Bill  Soule,  David 
Allen,  Lorens  Persson,  Thomas  Tucker,  Geraldine 
Raynolds,  Nollie  Srivastava  and  Michael  Kolowich. 

And  finally,  a  special  word  of  appreciation  to 
all  those  who  work  on  behalf  of  the  Town,  both  profes- 
sionally and  as  volunteers.  The  Board  of  Selectmen 
recognizes  that  because  such  a  cooperative  effort  is 
made,  Acton  is  a  community  in  which  we  can  all  take  pride. 

Alfred  Steinhauer,  Chairman 
Joan  Gardner,  Vice-Chairman 
T.  Frederick  Kennedy,  Clerk 
_       Julia  Stevens,  Member 
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ELECTED  TOWN  OFFICERS 


Term 
Expires 

MODERATOR 

Donald  MacKenzie  1979 

SELECTMEN 

Julia  D.  Stevens  1979 

Alfred  F.  Steinhauer  1980 

Joan  N.  Gardner  1980 

T.  Frederick  S.  Kennedy  1981 

Joyce  E.  Foley  1981 

LOCAL  AND  REGIONAL  SCHOOL  COMMITTEES 

Francis  M.  Joyner,  Jr.  1979 

Alice  E.  Klemmer  1979 

Anne  H.  Ridley  1980 

'Carole  Cochin  1980 

Robert  Evans,  Jr.  1981 

F.  Dore  Hunter  1981 

TRUSTEES  OF  MEMORIAL  LIBRARY 

Persis  R.  Green  1979 

Nancy  K.  Gerhardt  1980 

Vincent  Parrella  1981 

ACTON  HOUSING  AUTHORITY 

Robert  J.  Storella  1980 

Ann  M.  Courtright  1981 

Paul  G.  DerAnanian  1982 

James  Sargent  1983 

Joseph  S.  Mercurio  1983 

TRUSTEES  OF  ELIZABETH  WHITE  FUND 

Helen  B.  Allen  1979 

HazelP.Vose  1980 

Eleanor  P.  Wilson  1981 

TRUSTEES  OF  WEST  ACTON  FIREMEN'S  RELIEF 
FUND 

James  B.  Wilson  1979 

Frederick  A.  Harris  1980 

H.  Stuart  MacGregor  1981 

TRUSTEES  OF  ACTON  FIREMEN'S  RELIEF  FUND 

Richard  A.  Lowden  1979 

T.  Frederick  S.  Kennedy  1980 

John  F.  McLaughlin  1981 

TRUSTEES  OF  CHARLOTTE  GOODNOW  FUND 

Thelma  L.  Boatman  1979 

James  N.  Gates  1980 

Nancy  Anne  Gilberti  1981 

TRUSTEES  OF  THE  CmZENSTJBRARY 

ASSOCIATION  OF  WEST  ACTON 

Marie  G.Reid  1979 

Betty  L.  Boothby  1980 

Corinne  Merkh  1981 


*  Resigned 
*  *  Replacement 


APPOINTMENTS 
MADE  BY  MODERATOR 

FINANCE  COMMITTEE 

Term 
Expires 


David  T.Barrat  1979 

•Joyce  E.Foley  1979 

•*  Edward  L.  York  1979 

Brent  Wilkes  1979 

John  B.  Gmeiner  1980 

Matt  L.  Mleziva  1980 

Marilyn  Peterson  1980 

E.  Wilson  Bursaw  1981 

Mary  R.  McCarthy  1981 

Jeffrey  Bergart  1981 

MTNUTEMAN  REGIONAL  VOCATIONAL 
TECHNICAL  SCHOOL  DISTRICT  COMMITTEE 

John  W.  Putnam  1981 


APPOINTMENTS  MADE  BY 
SELECTMEN 

AD  HOC  BIKE- WAY  COMMITTEE 
John  R.  Folsom 
Mary  Louise  Longcope 
Betsayan  Newton 
Deven  L.  Scott 
Donald  C.  White 
Frank  R.  Flood 

ADVISORY  COMMITTEE 

ON  SOLIC  WASTE  MANAGEMENT 


Alan  Merrill  1979 
ADVISORY  COMMITTEE  ON  TRANSPORTATION 

Anne  Fanton  1979 

Frank  R.  Flood  1979 

William  J.  Soule  1979 

Carol  Stimmel  1979 

Curtis  H.  Spenny  1979 

John  S.  Hitz  1979 

ARCHIVES  COMMITTEE 

Minetta  D.  Lee  1979 

T.  Frederick  S.  Kennedy  1980 

Joyce  C.  Woodhead  1981 

BOARD  OF  APPEALS 

*  Edward  G.  Schwann  1979 

*  'Kenneth  L.Grinnell  1979 

Harold  W.  Flood  1980 

Marion  H.  Maxwell  1981 

ASSOCIATE  MEMBERS 

Ralph  Abbott  1980 

John  F.  Pasieka  1981 

AUDITING  MONITORING  COMMITTEE 

George  S.  Annis  12/31/79 

Paul  G.  DerAnanian  12/31/79 

James  J.  McPadden  12/31/79 

Joyce  E.  Foley  12/31/79 

Jeffrey  Bergart  12/31/79 
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COMPUTER  ADVISORY  COMMITTEE 


George  O.  Gardner  1 979 

Paul  M.  Wexelblat  1979 

Lelah  M.  Willoughby  1979 

L.  James  Doyle  1979 


CONSERVATION  COMMISSION  EASEMENT 

AD  HOC  COMMITTEE 
Joyce  E.  Foley 
Margaret  B.  Kinzie 
Lorens  A.  A.  Persson 

HISTORIC  DISTRICT  STUDY  COMMITTEE 


William  Klauer  1979 

Robert  H.  Nylander  1980 

Richard  J.  ONeil  1980 

Robert  Z.  Niland  1980 

Frank  T.  Brzezinski  1981 

ACTON'S  DESIGNEE  TO  THE 
MIDDLESEX  COUNTY  ADVISORY  BOARD 

Nancv  K.  Gerhardt  1979 

PERSONNEL  BOARD 

Richard  P.  O'Brien  1979 

Henry  M.Young  1979 

•John  J.  Bush,  Jr.  1980 

•HenryJ.Hogan.ffl  1980 

Walter  E.C.George  1981 

Walter  L.  Levensaler  1981 

PLANNING  BOARD 

'Lea  B.  Pendleton  1979 

•  Sandra  Bayne  1979 
Neal  A.  Grolnic  1980 
William  R.  Becklean  1981 

•  Charles  W.  Burnham  1982 
•Kathleen  Phillips  1982 

Lane  W.  Kirkpatrick  1983 

REGISTRAR  OF  VOTERS 

David  E.  Driscoll  1979 

George  F.  Turtle  1980 

Elizabeth  A.  Barbadoro  1981 

TOWN  ACCOUNTANT 

W.  Roy  Wetherby  1981 

TOWN  MANAGER 

Christopher  J.  Farrell  1981 

WASTE  WATER 
MANAGEMENT  ADVISORY  COMMITTEE 

Daniel  J.  Costello  1979 

•Alan  K.Wong  1979 

•  Stanley  Spotkill  1979 

•  Peter  C.Fantl  1979 

•  Allen  Oi  1979 
Richard  H.  Rogers  1979 
Myra  S.  Schwartz  1979 


APPOINTMENTS  MADE  BY 
TOWN  MANAGER 
REQUIRING  APPROVAL  OF  THE 


BOARD  OF  SELECTMEN 

BOARD  OF  ASSESSORS 

Richard  W.  Remmy  1979 

'Lorrens  A.  A.  Persson  1980 

•  'John  Ormsbee  1980 

James  J.  Kotanchik  1981 

CONSERVATION  COMMISSION 

Judith  A.  Clark  1979 

Brewster  Conant  1979 

Donald  C.White  1979 

William  Ellison  1980 

Eileen  Gemgross  1980 

Ann  W.  Chang  1981 

Stanton  Collins,  Jr.  1981 

HISTORICAL  COMMISSION 

Robert  H.  Nylander  1979 

Stanley  L.  Smith  1979 

Marian  E.  H.  Houghton  1980 

Anita  Dodson  1981 

William  Klauer  1981 
TOWN  CLERK 

•  *  *  Charles  M.  MacRae  1979 

••LydiaR.Lesure  1979 
TOWN  COUNSEL 

Acheson  H.  Callaghan,  Jr.  1979 

TOWN  TREASURER  &  COLLECTOR 

Geoffrey  M.  Weaver  1979 

YOUTH  COMMISSION 

Nancy  Carroll  1979 

Hayden  A.  Duggan  1979 

Helen  T.  Berger  1980 

Robert  L.  Caldwell  1980 

Cornelia  O.  Huber  1981 

Marilu  G.  Nowlin  1981 

William  L.Ryan  1981 


APPOINTMENTS  MADE  BY 
TOWN  MANAGER 

ADMINISTRATIVE  ASSISTANT 


TO  THE  TOWN  MANAGER 
Joseph  W.  Nevins  1978 

ASSISTANT  ASSESSOR 
Ralph  E.  Dodge  1979 
Victor  E.  Stewart  1979 

BOARD  OF  HEALTH 
David  M.  Ogrodnick  1979 
Donald  R.  Gilberti  1980 
Louis  A.  Beauregard  1981 

BUILDING  COMMISSIONER 
Don  P.  Johnson  1979 

LOCAL  BUILDING  INSPECTOR 
•William  B.Tobin  1979 
"Michael  Butler  1979 
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CFMFTFRY  COMMISSIONERS 

FIREFIGHTERS 

Hriu/^rH  P  ,1Vv,pq 

1  lUWuJ  U  1    .  UUI  ICO 

1979 

Forrp^t  Fmprson  Rpan  I 

Carl  Rohinson 

v^i lai ico  i  .  r  uLiiaiij 

1980 

Timothu  RlaisHpll 

\A/illiam  M  Primiano 

V  V  H 1  IUI  I  I  L  "  1 .   A    Alii  iiUI  IU 

Harlan  F  Turtle 

1981 

Dav/iH  Calkins 

Peter  Alan  Robinson 

CONSTABLES 

Joseph  Conquest 

W.  Brian  Richter 

David  J  Allen 

1979 

Wayne  Arthur  Decker 

Paul  Simeone 

,lri^pnh  Riymajt, 

UUjCL/1  i        .  UluWII 

1979 

Milton  Hart 

A*AAALV/A  1  1   IUI  L 

Wm  H  Soar  Jr 

'Till.  1  A*  VA^UI  f  Ul  • 

L/avlU  O.  V_,ai  \jxl,\  1  Ltsi 

1979 

Clifford  Kennpth  Hicks 

Charles  Sweet 

T  PrpHpripk  ^  KpnnpHw 

1979 

X  J  1  s 

Stpnhpn  Hnntlpu 

Bruce  L  Vinal 

Frederick  J.  Hryniewich 

1979 

-James  Stpnhpn  Kpssler 

Robert  Wetherbee 

Charles  A.  Morehouse 

1979 

William  Klauer 

Brent  Wheeler 

Robert  S.  Rhodes 

1979 

David  G.  Nichols 

George  B.  Williams,  HI 

CONSTABLE  -  SPECIAL  -  DEPUTY  COLLECTOR 

Richard  CLeary 

James  Young 

Frpdprick  Perru 

1979 

Timothy  Pattee 

Robert  A.  Vanderhoof 

COUNCIL  ON  AGING 

CALL  FIREMEN 

JoAnne  Kina 

1979 

Richard  Gallant 

Carl  Simeone 

Maraaret  A  Rennie 

1979 

FIREFIGHTERS 

James  H.  Sargent,  Jr. 

1979 

Acton  Center  Station 

Barbara  K.  Smith 

1979 

Ronald  Calkins 

Robert  W.  Reynolds,  Jr. 

Ethel  Mitchell  Smith 

1979 

Mark  Deloury 

Bruce  Stone 

Anne  T.  Staples 

1979 

Gary  Finneault 

Richard  Swenson 

Harold  M.Wright 

1979 

William  Hartman 

Samuel  Wade 

DEPUTY  BUILDING  INSPECTOR 

Fisher  Hills,  Jr. 

Scott  Vanderhoof 

David  F.  Abbt 

1979 

South  Acton  Station 

DEPUTY  FOREST  WARDEN 

James  Fenton 

Dean  Melanson 

Edward  Belmont 

1979 

Dana  Flint 

Allen  Nelson 

Donald  F.  Copeland 

1979 

Myles  Heffemon 

James  Patton 

Clarence  G.  Frost 

1979 

Kendall  Hicks 

robert  W.  Puffer,  HI 

DEPUTY  INSPECTOR  OF 

Dave  Hillman 

Gordon  Robinson 

GAS  PIPING  &  GAS  APPLIANCES 

Stewart  kennedy 

Alan  J.  Waters 

Warren  E.  Bemis 

1979 

George  Wetherbee,  Jr. 

DEPUTY  INSPECTOR  OF  WIRES 

West  Acton  Station 

Lawrence  I.  Tucker 

1979 

William  Benevilli 

Keith  A.  Robinson 

DIRECTOR  OF  CIVIL  DEFENSE 

Gordon  Gravlin 

Michael  Smith 

Donald  W.  Macaulay 

1979 

Francis  Malson 

Bruce  M.  Stamski 

ADVISORY  COMMITTEE  FOR  CIVIL  DEFENSE 

FOREST  WARDEN 

Lawrence  M.  Hill 

1979 

Malcolm  S.  MacGregor 

1979 

CIVIL  DEFENSE  MEDICAL  TEAM 

INSPECTOR  OF  ANIMALS 

(Mary)  Ellen  Lambert 

1979 

Patrick  Palmer 

1979 

DIRECTOR  OF  PUBLIC  HEALTH 

INSPECTOR  OF  GAS  PIPING  &  GAS  APPLIANCES 

Steven  Calichman 

1979 

Joseph  G.  Perry 

DOG  OFFICER 

INSPECTOR  OF  WIRES 

Patrick  Palmer 

1979 

Leslie  F.  Parke 

1979 

FENCE  VIEWER 

KEEPER  OF  THE  LOCKUP 

David  F.  Abbt 

1979 

Chauncey  R.  FEnton,  Jr. 

1979 

Andrew  H.  Hendrickson 

1979 

METROPOLITAN  AREA  PLANNING  COUNCIL 

FIELD  DRIVER 

William  C.  Sawyer 

1979 

William  J.  Durkin,  Jr. 

1979 

PERMANENT  BUILDING  COMMITTEE 

Andrew  H.  Hendrickson 

1979 

Edward  L.  Morrill 

1979 

James  Kazokas 

1979 

Thomas  J.  Regan,  Jr. 

1979 

FIRE  CHIEF 

Peter  L.  Morbeck 

1979 

Malcolm  S.  MacGregor 

1979 

James  A.  Kazokas 

1981 

Donald  M.  Perkins 

1981 

FIREMEN 
(Standing  Appointments) 
Captains 

Edward  Belmont  Donald  Copeland 

*  *  Bernard  Caouette  Clarence  G.  Frost 

*  David  Spinney 


POLICE  DEPARTMENT 
(Civil  Service  -  Standing  Appointments) 
CHIEF 
Chauncey  R.  Fenton,  Jr. 
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Sergeants 


Robert  S.  Rhodes 
John  T.  McNiff 


George  W.  Robinson 
Robert  P.  MacLeod 


Robert  L.  Parisi 
Patrolmen 


Donald  M.  Bresnick 
Paul  J.  Cogan 
Charles  Leo  Coggins 
George  J.  Dristilaris 
Lawrence  A.  Dupont 
Brian  R.  Goodman 
Bernard  W.  Harrison 


Richard  F.  Jackson 
Ronald  E.  Johnson 
Stephen  John  McCarthy 
Paul  V.  McGovem,  Jr. 

Bruce  Alan  Nadeau 
Calvin  Homer  O'Coin 
Thomas  Joseph  Rogers 
Dennis  D.  Thompson,  Sr. 


William  N.  Hayes 

Francis  J.  Widmayer 
SPECIAL  OFFICERS 
W.  R.  Grace  Co. 
Edmond  Daigneault  1979 
Matrons 

June  Carney  Natacha  MacGregor 

Marjory  J.  Davis  Terry  Moore 

Muriel  B.  Flannery  Christine  M.  Joyce 

PUBLIC  CEREMONKS  & 
CELEBRATIONS  COMMITTEE 
Nancy  Barlow 
Robert  W.  Ingram 
Paricia  McMillan 
Richard  P.  Miller,  Jr. 
Martha  Steeves 
David  H.  Donaldson 
Roger  M.  Heubsch 

PUBLIC  WEIGHERS 
William  J.  Durkin,  Jr. 
Bernard  W.  Harrison 
Robert  S.  Rhodes 
Goerge  W.  Robinson 

Arthur  P.  Genettie  -  Lexington  Sand  &  Gravel 
Alan  C.  Wagner  -  Lexington  Sand  &  Gravel 
Joseph  A.  Gigliello  -  Lexington  Sand  &  Gravel 
Roberta  O'Connell  -  Lexington  Sand  &  Gravel 
Phyllis  Szidat  -  Lexington  Sand  &  Gravel 
James  A.  Barbato  -  Assabet  Sand  &  Gravel 
Robert  M.  Greenough  -  Assabet  Sand  &  Gravel 
Robert  C.  Nickerson  -  Assabet  Sand  &  Gravel 

RECREATION  COMMISSION 
Carol  N.  Mahoney 
Beatrice  C.  Perkins 
Charles  A.  Morehouse 
William  P.  Avril 
Deven  L.  Scott 

RECREATION  DIRECTOR 
Thomas  M.  Haggerty 

SEALER  OF  WEIGHTS  &  MEASURES 
Dana  Clark  Flint 

STREET  LIGHTING  COMMITTEE 
Booth  D.  Jackson 
H.  Stuart  MacGregor 
Leslie  F.  Parke 


SUPERINTENDENT  OF  CEMETERIES 

T.  F.  Stewart  Kennedy  1979 
SUPERINTENDENT  OF  INSECT  PEST  CONTROL 

Franklin  H.  Charter  1979 

SUPERINTENDENT  OF  STREETS 

Allen  H.  Nelson  1979 

TOWN  BUILDING-LAND  ACQUISITION 

David  F.Abbt  1979 

Richard  J.  Calandrella  1979 

Gerald  B.Gallagher  1979 

Richmond  P.  Miller,  Jr.  1979 

Michael  G .  Rosenbaum  1979 

TOWN  ENGINEER 

Ralph  W.  Herrick,  Jr.  1979 

TOWN  FOREST  COMMITTEE 

Emer  D.Nelson  1979 

Franklin  H.  Charter  1979 

TOWN  REPORT  COMMITTEE 

Gregory  Jarboe  1979 

Dennis  J.  Ahem  1979 

Stanley  E.  Bielski  1979 

Marilyn  Bars  tow  1979 

Katharine  S.  Kolowich  1979 
TREE  WARDEN 


1979 

Franklin  H.  Charter 

1979 

1979 

VETERANS'  AGENT  &  DIRECTOR 

1979 

OF  VETERANS'  SERVICES 

1980 

*  Charles  M.  MacRae 

1979 

1980 

*  'Joseph  W.  Nevins 

1979 

1981 

VETERANS'  BURIAL  AGENT 

1981 

Charles  M.  MacRae 

1979 

VETERANS'  GRAVES  OFFICER 

1979 

T.  Frederick  S.  Kennedy 

1979 

1979 

WORKMEN'  COMPENSATION  AGENT 

1979 

Theron  A.  Lowden 

1979 

1979 

AUXILIARY  POLICE  OFFICERS 

1979 

Kenneth  Sundberg 

Raymond  Paul  Grey 

1979 

Dean  Charter 

Charles  Day 

1979 

Bruce  Smith 

Matthew  Benson 

1979 

Raymond  LaRoche 

Donald  Macaulay 

1979 

Teresa  Moore 

1979 

SEARCH  &  RESCUE  TEAM 

1979 

EXPLORER  POST  7 

1979 

Craig  Codieux 

Bill  Stanton 

Seth  Campbell 

Rosemary  Vanaria 

1979 

Jeff  Dudley 

Roberta  Vanaria 

1979 

Michael  Dudley 

Cindy  Look 

1980 

Kathy  Ellis 

Mark  Patterson 

1981 

Liz  Gonzales 

Jeanne  Gauthier 

1981 

Mark  Kennedy 

Steve  Chaney 

Ann  LaPorte 

Kathy  Stanton 

1979 

Wendy  Lowry 

Nick  Nicholson 

Jill  Macaulay 

Allaura  Fligg 

1979 

Sandy  Macaulay 

Ann  Ellis 

Kevin  Martin 

Mary  Beth  March 

1979 

Laura  Patton 

Donald  W.  Macaulay 

1979 

Connie  Ingram 

1979 

MEDICAL  TEAM  -CIVIL  DEFENSE 

Cleve  W.  Laird 
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COMMUNICATIONS  -  CIVIL  DEFENSE 
Ronald  H.  Rosenphal 
Richard  W.  Wright 

WESTFORD  POLICE  OFFICERS 

SPECIAL  POLICE  OFFICERS  -  ACTON 
Joseph  R.  Connell  Patrick  Haran 

Donald  Bancroft  George  Higgins 

Edward  Cossette  Terence  Kane 

Douglas  L.  Deware  Keith  Kiberd 

David  Hogg  Milton  Kinney 


Sylvio  Brule 
Francis  Chandonait 
Warren  DeForge 
Thomas  DeLegge 
William  Duggan 


George  MacGregor,  Jr. 
Paul  Montminy 
Timthy  Pomerleau 
Joseph  Roy 
Robert  Smith 


Robert  Welch 


*  Resigned 

*  Replaced 
'Retired 


A  front  end  loader  clears  the  parking  lot  in  front  of  the  Great  Road  Shopping  Center  during  February's 
blizzard. 


Town  Services 


A*  his  partner,  Mlka  Lyons,  refills  hla  shovel  back  at  the  track,  Highway  Department  crew  member  Tony 
Ammendolla  tosses  some  patch  into  a  pothole  on  Central  St.  In  West  Acton. 
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Cemetery  Commission 

The  Cemetery  Commission  oversees  the  operation 
and  care  of  the  three  Town-owned  cemeteries.  It 
maintains  the  grounds  and  equipment  on  a  year-round 
basis,  assists  in  lot  selection  and  interments,  and  helps 
visitors  locate  gravesites  at  which  they  wish  to  pay  their 
repsects.  The  Commission  also  cares  for  the  Memorial 
Chapel  in  Woodlawn  Cemetery. 

Woodlawn  Cemetery 

The  new  section  designed  by  Grever  and  Ward,  Inc. 
was  opened  this  year.  The  shrubbery  was  planted 
according  to  the  designed  layout.  We  leveled  and  seeded 
an  area  adjacent  to  this  section  and  extended  some  water 
pipe. 

The  triangular  area  on  Concord  Road  was  loamed 
and  graded  by  the  Highway  Department.  The  Cemetery 
Department  fertilized,  seeded,  and  is  maintaing  the  area. 

Berm  was  placed  along  Concord  Road  in  front  of 
Woodlawn  Cemetery.  This  area  was  graded  and  seeded 
as  part  of  the  beautification  project. 

The  S.A.R.  markers  will  be  taken  in  and  stored  for 
the  winter  months  to  protect  them  from  deterioration. 
Last  year  was  the  second  time  in  three  years  they  had 
to  be  refinished.  These  markers  are  of  a  porous  nature, 
and  have  begun  to  rust  again. 

Several  areas  will  be  sprayed  to  control  the  crab  grass 
and  chinch  bugs. 

Mount  Hope  Cemetery 

On  Sunday,  July  30, 1978,  the  tool  shed  was  broken 
into  and  a  fire  was  set.  The  fire  was  reported  by  visitors, 
and  the  fire  department  responded  promptly,  and 
extinguished  the  blaze.  Extensive  damage  was  done  in 
the  amount  of  $2500.00.  This  damage  was  covered  by 
insurance.  The  shed  has  been  restored  and  the 
equipment  replaced. 

Beautification  of  this  cemetery  has  been  started  to 
coincide  with  the  overall  cemetery  planning.  We  removed 
some  more  overgrown  shrubbery  and  all  developed  areas 
were  fertilized. 

The  final  distribution  has  been  received  from  the 
Albert  R.  Jenks  estate.  This  is  a  substantial  endowment 
to  be  used  for  the  beautification  of  Mount  Hope 
Cemetery. 

Cemetery  Department 

The  Superintendent  attended  the  New  England 
Cemetery  Association  Conference  in  Portsmouth,  New 
Hampshire.  This  was  an  opportunity  to  meet  with 
cemetarians  from  New  England  to  discuss  developments 
in  Cemetery  Management. 

The  Cemetery  Master  Plan  was  completed  by  Grever 
and  Ward,  Inc.  for  both  cemeteries,  showing  future 
sections,  roads  and  water  layouts. 

The  department  continued  the  program  of  cleaning 
monuments  in  both  cemeteries. 

The  Cemetery  Commissioner  wish  to  call  attention 
to  all  lot  owners  the  following  items  will  not  be 


allowed:  artificial  flowers,  vigil  lights,  crushed  stone  or 
bark  around  a  monument  or  marker,  glass  or  tin  cans  for 
flower  containers  and  cement  urns.  Shrubs  are  not 
allowed  on  lots  smaller  than  four  graves  and  permission 
must  be  obtained  from  the  Cemetery  officer  for  planting 
of  shrubs.  On  lots  where  shrubs  will  be  planted  an 
additional  Perpetual  Care  payment  of  $50.00  is  required. 

Potted  flowers  will  be  removed  and  disposed  of  at  the 
discreation  of  the  Superintendent  ten  days  following 
Memorial  Day,  if  they  are  not  picked  up  by  the  owners; 
usually  they  are  placed  in  beds  within  the  Cemetery. 

Articles 

We  will  have  two  articles  on  the  Town  Warrant.  The 
first  one  asking  for  a  backhoe  because  it  is  increasingly 
difficult  to  get  anyone  to  leave  a  job  to  come  and  prepare 
for  an  interment.  The  other  one  will  be  asking  for  the 
preparations  of  plans  for  a  maintenance  building  in 
Mount  Hope  Cemetery. 

The  department  wishes  to  express  its  thanks  to  the 
Engineering  and  Highway  Departments,  as  well  as  all  the 
other  departments  who  have  assisted  us  during  the  year. 

Stewart  Kennedy,  Superintendent 
Charles  F.  Putnam 
Howard  F.  Jones 
Harlan  E.  Tuttle 
Cemetery  Commissioners 


Elizabeth  White  Fund 

The  trustees  of  the  Elizabeth  White  Fund  have  signed 
requisitions  to  the  Town  Treasurer  totaling  $825  for  the 
year  1978. 

This  fund  was  set  up  in  1923  by  George  R.  White 
for  $25,000.  in  memory  of  his  mother,  the  income  only 
to  be  expended  in  relieving  the  necessities  of  the  Town's 
unfortunate. 

Hazel  P.  Vose 
Eleanor  P.  Wilson 
Helen  B.  Allen 
Trustees 
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Conservation  Commission 


The  Conservation  Commission  enforces  the  Wetlands 
|  Protection  Act  (Chapter  131,  Mass.  General  Laws), 
which  applies  to  areas  within  100'  of  Flood  Plains  or 
Wetlands.  It  also  manages  aquisition  and  use  of 
Conservation  land,  now  consisting  of  about  1000  acres 
in  the  Town.  The  Commission  works  closely  with  the 
Town  Forest  Committee  in  managing  Town  Forest  land, 
and  is  a  source  of  information  on  conservation-related 
issues  to  individuals,  groups  and  organizations,  and  Town 
Boards  and  Departments. 

Nineteen  seventy-eight  has  been  a  year  of 
retrenchment  for  the  Conservation  Commission.  At  the 
town  meeting  in  April  the  voters  decided  not  to  purchase 
the  Averett  land  as  recommended  by  the  Commission. 
Instead,  emphasis  was  placed  on  the  management  of  the 
land  already  under  the  control  of  the  Commission. 

An  agreement  was  reached  with  the  Recreation 
Commission  over  the  use  of  the  Great  Hill  area  and  a  ten 
acre  portion  of  the  Acton  Center  Park  off  of  Wood  Lane. 
The  Great  Hill  area  was  redefined,  along  the  lines  of  the 
original  plan  submitted  for  federal  funding,  so  that  the 
portions  that  are  to  be  used  for  active  recreation  are 
clearly  separated  from  those  that  are  remain  as  passive. 
The  Recreation  Commission  will  have  to  return  to  a  future 
Town  Meeting  if  any  active  recreation  use  is  to  be  made  of 
the  land  in  Acton  Center  Park.  The  Conservation 
Commission  did  not  apply  for  state  self  help  funds  for  the 
10  acres,  so  the  ultimate  decision  over  the  use  of  the  land 
will  remain  within  the  town. 

The  Commission  had  the  help  of  a  summer  intern, 
Larry  Sodano,  who  worked  with  the  Natural  Resources 
Officer  as  an  assistant.  Mr.  Sodano  spent  most  of  his 
office  time  researching  and  writing  guidelines  for  the 
Commission's  soil  erosion  and  sedimentation  control 
plan.  It  is  the  intent  of  the  Commission  to  organize  the 
filing  procedures  for  a  wetlands  hearing  in  such  a  manner 
as  to  leave  no  doubt  as  to  what  the  Commission  expects 
from  the  applicant.  Part  of  the  required  submission  will 
be  a  sedimentation  and  erosion  control  plan.  The 
Commission  has  tried  to  develop  the  procedures  with  the 
Planning  Board  so  that  the  two  town  bodies  are  asking 
the  applicant  for  essentially  the  same  information,  thus 
cutting  through  red-tape  and  delay. 

The  Commission  applied  for  and  was  awarded  a 
$26,000.00  grant  under  the  Youth-Adult  Conservation 
Corps.  The  funds  were  not  used  to  the  fullest  extent 
because  of  the  difficulty  the  town  had  in  hiring  workers 
that  qualified  under  the  federal  guidelines.  The  YACC 
workers  completed  the  clearing  of  the  fitness  trail  in  the 
Spring  Hill  Area,  made  trails  through  to  Grassy  Pond, 
cleared  out  briars  from  the  community  gardens  and 
fought  poison  ivy  on  various  Commission  parcels. 

There  were  many  other  projects  that  the  Commission 
would  like  to  have  completed  with  the  YACC  workers. 
The  Commission  will  try  for  future  grants  from  the 
federal,  state  and  county  governments  as  well  as  local 
organizations. 


Attempts  are  being  made  to  make  all  the 
Commission  controlled  land  accessible  to  the  greatest 
number  of  people.  In  this  effort  new  parking  areas  and 
trails  are  planned.  The  Commission  is  trying  to  revive 
the  orchard  that  is  located  on  the  Jenks  land  off  of 
Central  Street.  This  will  be  a  multi-year  effort  that  will 
take  both  time  and  funds.  A  spraying  program  was 
started  on  the  Bridges  land  in  Acton  Center  Park  to  make 
the  land  useable  during  the  summer  months. 

In  March  the  Commission  lost  Tad  Berlied,  a  CETA 
employee  who  acted  as  assistant.  We  were  fortunate  that 
funds  were  available  to  fill  the  position  with  another 
CETA  employee,  Joe  Stigliani. 

During  the  course  of  1978,  the  Commission  held  15 
public  hearings  under  the  Wetlands  Protection  Act, 
issued  5  extensions  of  permits,  acted  on  6  requests  for 
determinations,  issued  4  cease  and  desist  orders  and 
granted  one  agricultural  exemption. 

These  statistics  do  not  properly  reflect  the  work  and 
time  involved  in  administering  the  Wetlands  Protection 
Act.  Each  site  is  visited  by  a  Commission  member  and 
the  Natural  Resource  Officer.  Reports  on  a  site  plan  are 
written  to  the  Selectmen  indicating  whether  or  not  the 
applicant  needs  a  hearing  before  the  Commission.  If  the 
application  is  for  a  subdivision,  the  report  is  written  to  the 
Planning  Board,  and  for  a  special  permit  to  the  Board  of 
Appeals.  After  the  Commission's  hearing,  an  Order  of 
Conditions  is  drafted  which  outlines  the  safeguards  the 
project.  In  1978  the  Commission  instituted  a  monthly 
review  of  all  outstanding  projects.  The  Natural  Resource 
Officer,  in  the  course  of  his  duty,  makes  regular 
inspections  to  see  that  the  project  is  proceeding  in 
accordance  with  the  Order  of  Conditions. 

The  Commission  members  have  found  that  proper 
enforcement  of  the  Wetlands  Protection  Act  requires 
that  someone  be  available  during  the  daytime  working 
hours  to  make  inspections,  answer  questions  from 
applicants,  investigate  infractions  and  keep  up  with  the 
latest  regulations  from  the  state. 

Land  management  is  a  continual  process  and  the 
programs  that  are  needed  to  be  circumscribed  by  the 
manpower  and  funds  available. 

The  community  garden  program  had  another 
successful  season.  The  Commission  would  like  to 
relocate  the  garden  area  in  the  Robbins  Street  site  to 
another  held  that  has  better  soil.  The  North  Acton  site 
needs  to  be  plowed  again  and  we  hope  to  do  that  well 
before  the  start  of  the  planting  season.  The  cut-a-cord 
program  was  expanded  to  two  other  sites,  the  apple 
orchard  on  the  Bridges  land  and  the  orchard  on  the  Jenks 
land.  The  Commission  realizes  that  the  demand  for 
firewood  makes  it  necessary  to  expand  this  program  even 
more  in  the  coming  years. 

The  Commission  lost  the  services  of  long-time 
member  Dorothy  Stonecliffe.  Mrs.  Stonecliffe  served 
the  Commission  and  the  town  during  her  tenure.  Her 
"garden  club"  position  was  filled  by  Eileen  Gemgross. 
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Mr.  Chambers  worked  long  and  hard  in  trying  to  get  the 
Great  Hill  Controversy  settled  with  the  Recreation 
Commission.  He  was  also  very  instrumental  in  the 
purchase  of  the  Acton  Center  Park  parcels.  His  position 
has  been  filled  by  William  Ellison. 

During  the  course  of  this  year  the  Commission 
recommended  the  acceptance  of  one  conservation 
restriction  and  a  gift  of  17  acres  of  land  in  South  Acton 
from  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  McGloin. 

The  Commission  office  in  the  DPW  Facility,  Forest 
Road,  is  staffed  by  Joseph  Stigliani,  Natural  Resource 
Officer,  and  Margaret  Douglas,  Secretary,  who  are 
available  during  working  hours  to  answer  your  questions 
and  address  your  concerns.  The  telephone  number  is 
263-4448. 

Current  Commission  members  have  each  accepted 
responsibities  for  a  sphere  of  Commission  activity  in 
addition  to  participation  in  routine  matters,  as  noted 
below. 

Ann  W.  Chang,  Chairman 
Stanton  Collins,  Vice  Chairman/Budget 
Judith  Clark,  Planning/Policy/New  Programs 
Eileen  Gerngross,  On-going  Programs 
Donald  White,  Wetlands  Protection 
Brewster  Conant,  Land  Acquisition 
William  Ellison,  Education/Communications 


Council  On  Aging 

The  Council  on  Aging  carries  on  an  extensive 
program  of  activities  and  services  to  fit  the  needs  and 
requirements  of  Acton's  1000  Senior  Citizens.  The 
Council  consists  of  seven  members  and  a  coordinator 
and  meets  the  second  Wednesday  of  each  month  at 
7:30  P.M.,  Room  310,  the  Junior  High  School.  All 
meetings  are  open  to  the  public.  The  Acton  Senior 
Citizen  News  provides  information  and  is  mailed  to  all 
those  over  60  years  of  age.  The  Council's  telephone 
number  is  263-1068. 

A  variety  of  activities  (crafts,  games,  exercise  classes, 
dancing,  and  educational  programs)  is  offered  at  the 
Senior  Center,  located  in  the  West  Acton  Baptist  Church 
and  open  two  days  a  week  (Tuesday,  12:00  to  3:30>  and 
Thursday,  10:00  to  1:00).  These  activities  are  conducted 
in  conjunction  with  a  daily  hot  lunch  program 
(12:15  to  1:00)  sponsored  by  the  Minuteman  Home  Care 
Corooration  A  donation  of  50'  is  suggested  for  the 
lunch.  For  the  elderly  wno  are  confined  to  their  homes, 
the  Wheel-a-Meal  program  delivers  a  hot  and  a  cold  meal, 
prepared  by  Emerson  Hospital,  with  special  attention  to 
those  with  special  dietary  needs.  The  Well  Senior  Clinic 
is  held  on  the  fourth  Tuesday  of  every  month  at  the  Senior 
Center,  at  which  local  doctors,  dentists,  podiatrists,  etc. 
discuss  health  problems  of  the  elderly,  and  where  diabetic 
screenings  and  flu  shots  are  given  by  Acton's  Town 
Nurses. 


In  addition,  the  Council's  Programs  and  Goals 
Committee  continues  to  arrange  other  popular  activities 
for  the  elderly.  The  monthly  trips  to  major  shopping 
centers  and  the  recreational  trips  to  Boston,  the  theater, 
the  Berkshires,  Nantucket,  Pennsylvania  Dutch  country, 
etc.  remain  extremely  popular.  Special  interest  programs 
during  the  year  included  a  concert  by  the  18th  U.S.  Army 
Band  of  Ft.  Devens,  Mass.,  and  performances  by  area 
vocal  groups,  folk  music  groups,  and  handbell  ringers, 
and  a  High  School  Youth  Conference  on  the  Elderly 
sponsored  by  the  Council  and  the  ABRHS  Student 
Council.  Speakers  invited  have  discussed  such  subjects 
as  Tax  Exemption  Eligibility,  Plant  Culture,  Insurance 
Plans  for  the  elderly,  and  Analysis  of  Handwriting.  Free 
Legal  counseling  is  given  (through  the  Minuteman  Home 
Care  Corporation),  as  is  annual  assistance  in  Income  Tax 
preparation  and  Property  Tax  exemptions  and  abate- 
ments, these  latter  by  trained  Council  on  Aging  members 
and  associates.  This  year  witnessed  the  beginning  of 
Acton  Senior  Transit,  a  twice-a-week  Dial-a-Ride  Service. 
It  provides  door-to-dpor  transportation  Tuesday  and 
Friday  afternoons  to  any  destination  in  Acton,  Concord, 
or  Maynard.  A  nominal  fee  is  charged,  and  reservations 
must  be  made  the  afternoon  before  the  desired  trip. 

The  Council  wishes  to  thank  the  many  volunteers 
and  groups  who  provide  a  large  amount  of  the  assistance 
needed  to  keep  the  Council's  program  ongoing.  Those 
who  help  at  the  Senior  Center  and  make  friendly  visits 
to  shut-ins  are  invaluable.  Acton's  Boy  Scouts  assist  in 
leaf  raking  and  other  home  chores,  in  addition  to  donating 
food,  decorations,  and  gifts  during  holiday  seasons. 
During  the  winter,  members  of  Explorer  Post  7  and  the 
Civil  Defense  Force  provide  snow  shoveling.  The  Acton 
Lions  Club  again  sponsored  the  Annual  December 
Holiday  Banquet,  and  the  Acton  Rotary  Club  sponsored 
a  Summer  Outdoor  Chicken  Barbecue  for  the  Seniors. 
The  Acton  Junior  Women's  Club  provided  a  trip  to  visit 
the  Pompeii  Exhibit  in  Boston  and  hosted  a  Christmas 
party  at  the  Senior  Center.  In  addition,  in  a  major  ongoing 
program,  the  Acton  Business  and  Professional  Associa- 
tion provides  free  transportation  to  the  elderly  on 
Wednesday  mornings  to  local  shopping  areas. 

The  Council  appreciates  the  advice  and  support 
given  it  by  the  Town  Manager  and  the  Selectmen  during 
the  year.  We  invite  interested  citizens  of  all  ages  to 
participate  in  our  programs  for  the  elderly  and  attend  our 
meetings.  Volunteers  are  always  needed.  For 
information,  call  Carol  Lake,  Coordinator,  at  263-1068, 
or  the  Chairman  at  263-2238. 

James  Sargent,  Chairman 
Ethel  Smith,  Vice-Chairman 
Margaret  Rennie,  Treasurer 
Joanne  King,  Secretary 
Anne  Staples 
Harold  Wright 
Barbara  Smith 
Carol  Lake,  Coordinator 


19 


1* 


22  Senior  Citizens  were  recognized  for  their  hours  of  volunteer  service  at  the  West  Acton  Baptist  Nutrition 
Site  in  late  April. 


Permanent 
Building  Committee 

The  Building  Committee  administers  the  funds 
appropriated  through  Warrant  Articles  to  plan  and  build 
public  buildings  in  Acton,  and  oversees  these  projects 
as  they  are  worked  on. 

The  Building  Committee  spent  a  relatively  quiet 
1978.  No  new  building  projects  were  undertaken.  The 
only  significant  activity  was  the  reaching  of  a  negotiated 
settlement  on  the  structural  problems  at  the  High  School. 
This  should  be  concluded  early  in  1979. 


Thomas  J.  Regan 
James  Kazokas 
Edward  Morrill 
Peter  Morbeck 
Donald  Perkins 


Goodnow  Fund 

In  the  early  1900's  Charlotte  L.  Goodnow  established 
this  fund,  directing  that  all  but  $20  of  the  earned  interest 
be  given  to  the  Acton  Congregational  Church. 

INVESTMENTS 
Concord  Cooperative  Bank       $3,000.00  $3,000.00 
RECEIPTS 

Concord  Cooperative  Bank  213.16  213.16 

EXPENDITURES 
Treasurer  of  the  Acton 

Congregational  Church  193.16  193.16 

Town  of  Acton  for  the  perpetual 
care  of  the  Goodnow  Lot  in 

Woodlawn  Cemetery  20.00  20.00 

$  213.16 


Thelma  L.  Boatman,  Treasurer 
Nancy  Gilberti 
James  N.  Gates 
Trustees  of  the  Goodnow  Fund 
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Highway  Department 


Highway  Department  Synopsis 

This  department  is  the  work  horse  of  the  Town  of 
Acton.  If  you  want  anything,  call  the  Highway 
Department. 


General 

All  of  the  streets  were  swept  a  lot  faster  this  year. 
The  Town  bought  the  Department  a  Mobile  Sweeper 
which  is  a  one  man  operation  and  does  a  lot  faster  job. 
This  year  we  started  sweeping  in  District  1;  come  next 
spring  we  will  be  starting  in  District  2. 

The  Town  grounds  were  all  mowed  and  fertilized  and 
most  roadsides  were  mowed  when  needed. 

Trash  barrels  were  placed  throughout  the  Town  in 
the  spring  and  emptied  once  a  week,  along  with  Town 
Hall,  Police  Station,  three  Fire  Stations  and  the  Town  Bam. 

A  sidewalk  was  constructed  on  South  Main  St., 
south  of  High  St.  to  Fletcher  Ct.  a  distance  of  1200  feet. 

Berms  were  repaired  where  needed  and  new  berms 
added  on  School  St.,  Main  St.,  Olde  Lantern  Rd., 
Willow  St.  and  Notre  Dame  Rd. 

Guard  rails  were  repaired  and  replaced  where  needed 
and  steel  beam  guard  rail  was  installed  on  Parker  St.  at 
the  Maynard  Town  Line  and  the  same  was  done  on 
Stow  St.  at  the  Stow  Town  Line. 


Drainage 

The  general  cleaning  of  our  2,000  catchbasins, 
manholes  and  drop  inlets  was  accomplished.  The 
problem  ones  were  repaired  as  needed. 

The  following  projects  were  completed  in  the  vicinity 
of  303  Arlington  St.;  one  structure  and  pipe- Arlington  St. 
at  Hayward  Rd.  One  36  inch  culvert  was  installed  at 
Central  St.  at  the  parking  lot  and  a  cross  pipe  added.  At 
Concord  Rd.  across  from  Alcott  St.  one  leaching  basin 
plus  leaching  pipe  and  stone  was  installed.  9-13 
Heald  Rd.  a  subdrain  and  stone.  Hillcrest  Road  at 
Gioconda  Ave.,  subdrain  and  stone.  Hosmer  St.  at 
Forest  Rd.,  five  structures  and  pipe  were  installed.  14 
Mohawk  Dr.  received  a  new  catchbasin.  83  Nagog  Hill 
Rd.  received  a  new  catchbasin.  Newtown  Rd.  at 
Arlington  St.,  one  new  basin  was  added.  Parker  St.  at 
Silver  Hill  Rd.,  five  new  structures  were  added.  Pond 
View  Dr.  at  Hillcrest  Dr.,  one  catchbasin  was  added. 
Spruce  St.  at  Arlington  St.,  one  structure  was  added. 
Strawberry  Hill  Rd.  at  Esterbrook  Rd.,  one  24  inch  culvert 
was  replaced.  Pope  Rd.  at  the  Carlisle  Town  Line,  one 
structure  and  subdrain  were  added. 

There  are  a  lot  of  drainage  structures  failing.  The  top 
foot  deteriorates  from  the  road  salt  and  have  to  be  rebuilt. 
We  have  done  quite  a  few  this  year  and  many  more  will 
be  done  during  the  coming  year. 


Primary  and  Secondary  Roads 

The  primary  road  that  received  all  the  work  this  year 
was  South  Main  St.  from  Route  2  south  to  the  Maynard 
Town  Line  with  the  exceptions  of  the  intersection  of 
Route  111  which  is  due  for  reconstruction  and  a  section 
from  Sylvia  St.  south  for  2000  feet  a  leveling  course  was 
placed.  This  portion  is  being  upgraded  with  a  drainage 
system.  At  the  intersection  of  High  St.  the  road  and  the 
sidewalk  was  widened  two  feet  and  new  catchbasins 
were  installed.  All  the  structures  were  repaired  and 
raised  to  grade  and  the  final  layer  of  hot  top  was  placed. 

Secondary  roads  listed  below  were  all  patched,  swept 
and  received  a  coat  of  asphalt  and  were  covered  with 
treated  stone,  then  rolled.  The  excess  stone  was  then 
swept  up. 


Taylor  Road  (200 
Turtle  Drive 
Beverly  Road 
Francine  Road 
Flint  Road 
Seneca  Road 
Cherokee  Road 
Seminole  Road 
Parker  Street 

Arlington  St.  (Central  to  Newtown) 
Hosmer  St.  (Vami.  S  of  Rte.  2) 
Willow  St.  (Central  to  Marian) 
Durkee  Road 


Coughlin  Street 
Kelley  Road 
Doris  Road 
Nadine  Road 
Spencer  Road 
Oneida  Road 
Quaboag  Road 
High  Street 
Lawsbrook  Road 
Elm  Street 
Algonquin  Road 
Huron  Road 
School  Street 


Mohawk  Dr.  got  a  face  lift  of  hot  top  and  berm  and 
the  edges  loamed  and  seeded  where  needed. 

Sanitary  Landfill 

With  Frank  Towne  at  the  handle,  the  landfill  is 
running  great.  The  way  the  area  is  filling  we  should  be 
into  another  site  in  1982. 

The  recycling  of  newspapers,  bottles,  cans  and  iron 
has  been  going  great. 

I  want  to  tnank  Foster  Masonry  Products,  Inc.  of 
Lawsbrook  Rd.  for  the  cover  material  they  donate. 

The  winds  are  the  biggest  headache.  The  strong 
winds  blow  papers  all  over  the  area,  especially  during 
March.  During  these  periods  it  would  help  if  more 
bags  were  used  instead  of  open  barrels. 

Honey  Pot 

One  more  leaching  bed  was  built  and  the  two  big 
lagoons  were  drained  and  reconstructed.  One  was  made 
into  a  leaching  bed  and  the  other  made  into  a  winter 
holding  tank. 

During  the  summer  we  mixed  the  sludge  with  the 
street  sweepings  and  the  cleanings  from  the  catchbasins, 
screened  this  material  and  made  loam. 


I The  roadway  from  the  end  of  Quarry  Rd.  to  the 
honey  pot  was  widened  and  regraveled.  During  the  spring 
some  drains  will  be  added. 
MBTA  Parking  Lot 

The  wearing  surface  of  hot  top  was  applied  to  the 
parking  lot,  berms  placed,  islands  and  grounds  were  all 
loamed  and  seeded.  With  the  help  of  the  Garden  Club 
and  the  Tree  Dept.  the  grounds  received  the  landscaping 
design.  The  traffic  lines  and  parking  spaces  were  laid  out 
by  the  Engineering  Dept.  and  then  painted.  A  telephone 
booth  was  also  added. 
Snow 

Snow  fences,  snow  markers  and  sand  barrels  were 
placed  in  the  trouble  spots.  The  Dept.  has  96  miles  of 
public  ways  to  plow  and  sand  plus  33  private  ways  to 
plow.  The  first  small  storm  came  November  28.  IV2"  of 
snow  gets  the  bugs  out  of  the  sanders.  The  last  sanding 
came  March  30th. 

We  had  104"  of  snow  requiring  nine  plowings  and 
45  sandings. 

The  two  big  storms-January  20th  left  us  with 
20V2  inches  and  February  6th  tried  to  stop  us  with  an 
additional  32  inches  but  did  not  succeed. 


The  sanders  were  all  sandblasted  and  repainted  as 
well  as  the  plows  during  the  summer. 

Sand  and  salt  are  available  to  all  townspeople  in 
the  salt  shed  at  the  rear  of  the  Highway  Building  on 
Forest  Rd. 
Equipment 

This  year  our  department  received  three  pieces  of 
equipment;  a  three  cubic  yard  Ford  Loader  -  it  has  not 
been  the  machine  we  thought  it  would  be.  The  sweeper 
has  been  a  real  good  piece  of  equipment.  Our  sweeping 
operation  now  only  takes  one  man  whereas  our  old  one 
took  two  men  and  a  truck.  The  sidewalk  plow  is  the 
same  as  the  one  we  have  but  has  a  snow  blower 
attachment.  It  should  help  us  whenever  we  have  a  big 
storm. 

I  want  to  thank  all  the  men  on  the  department, 
Dick  Howe  the  Foreman,  Donna  Stacy  my  secretary  and 
all  departments  that  made  the  year  a  success. 

Allen  H.  Nelson 
Superintendent 


22 


Transportation 
Advisorv  Committee 


The  Committee  was  founded  as  a  result  of  the  Arab 
oil  embargo  to  be  an  advisory  committee  to  the  Board 
of  Selectmen.  It  makes  recommendations  regarding 
transportation  issues  in  Town,  with  particular  emphasis 
on  alternate  means  of  transportation. 

As  one  of  its  functions  the  Committee  has  promoted 
the  use  of  commuter  rail.  Schedules  have  been  furnished 
regulary  to  supermarkets  in  South  Acton  and  on  Route 
2A,  a  pharmacy  in  West  Acton  and  at  the  Town  Hall. 
News  releases  and  flyers  have  been  used  to  promote 
ridership.  Increased  ridership  results  in  a  lower  cost  to  the 
town  in  support  of  the  service.  While  a  telephone  has 
been  installed  at  the  parking  facility  the  Town  is  still 
awaiting  a  shelter  and  secure  bike  racks  promised  by  the 
MBTA. 

The  committee  collaborated  with  the  council  on  aging 
to  furnish  a  transportation  service  for  Senior  Citizens. 
This  service  was  financed  by  a  grant  from  the  State's 
Department  for  Elderly  Affairs.  This  grant  will  not  be 
available  in  the  coming  year. 

A  warrant  article  has  been  proposed  for  the  Spring 
Town  Meeting,  that  the  Town  of  Acton  join  the  Lowell 
Regional  Transportation  Authority.  The  LRTA  is  an 
organization  which  was  created  in  August  of  1974  by 


area  communities  under  Chapter  161  B  of  the  state  law 
for  the  purpose  of  continuing  and  improving  local 
transit  service.  It  is  hoped  that  the  Transportation 
service  for  Senior  Citizens  could  be  continued  by  the  use 
of  the  LRTA  funding  mechanism. 

Free  bus  transporation  to  local  shopping  centers 
was  also  provided  for  senior  citizens  through  the 
generosity  of  the  Businessmen  of  Acton. 

Committee  members  have  attended  many  meetings 
of  the  Metropolitan  Area  Planning  Commission  to  receive 
and  contribute  information  in  regard  to  commuter 
transportation  problems,  suburban  transit  issues  as  well 
as  State  DPW  meetings  on  Route  2  upgrading. 

A  member  of  the  committee  serves  as  liason  member 
on  the  Bikeways  Committee. 

Ann  Fanton  resigned  in  September  as  chairman 
because  of  her  involvement  with  transportation  issues  at 
the  state  level.  Her  successor,  William  Soule,  resigned 
the  chairmanship  in  December  because  of  a  change  in 
his  work  and  responsibilities. 

Francis  A.  Flood,  Chairman 
John  Hitz 
Wiliam  J.  Soule 
Curtis  H.  Spenny 


Chugging  Its  way  eaitboand  for  Boston,  the  7:35  MBTA  train  leaves  the  South  Acton  parking  lot  on  a 
chilly  winter  morning. 
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ACTON 
HOUSING  AUTHORITY 

Late  in  the  year,  the  Housing  Authority  advertised 
for  construction  bids  for  its  68-unit  elderly  housing  project 
on  Windsor  Avenue  and  signed  a  contract  with  Congress 
Construction  Company  of  Beverly,  Massachusetts,  to  do 
the  work.  Cost  of  the  project  will  be  $1,945,863.00. 
Acquisition  of  the  land  will  take  place  in  early  January, 
1979,  and  construction  is  scheduled  to  begin  during  the 
first  week  in  March.  The  contractor  has  480  calendar 
days  to  complete  the  project. 

In  addition  to  the  building  of  housing  units,  the 
Authority  also  administers  two  rental  subsidy  programs. 

The  HUD  Section  8  program  is  a  federally  funded 
program  which  provides  rental  assistance  to  low-income 
familites.  During  1978,  we  provided  assistance  to  thirty 
families  (an  increase  of  fifteen  from  1977)  at  a  total  of 
$99,000.  Because  of  a  long  waiting  list  of  applicants 
for  rental  assistance,  we  have  applied  to  HUD  for  funds 
for  twenty  additional  units  in  1979. 

The  Chapter  707  program  is  a  similar  Program 
funded  by  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts  and  in 
1978  provided  assistance  to  eight  families  (an  increase 
of  five  from  1977)  at  a  total  of  $15,450. 

Both  of  these  programs  are  administered  by 
Ms.  Betty  McManus,  a  professional  program  coordinator 
employed  by  the  Authority.  Ms.  McManus  replaces  Ms. 
Judy  Bockstahler,  who  moved  from  Acton  in  the  fall. 

The  Authority  appreciates  the  cooperation  and 
assistance  given  it  by  other  Town  boards  during  the  year 
and  is  especially  pleased  with  the  advise  and  support 
given  by  the  members  of  our  Citizens  Advisory 
Committee. 

Ann  Courtright,  Chairman 
Robert  J.  Storella,  Vice-Chairman 
Joseph  Mercurio,  Treasurer 
James  H.  Sargent  Jr.,  Secretary 
Paul  G.  DerAnanian 
Citizens  Advisory  Committee 
Charles  Rogers,  Chairman 
Frank  Averett 
Nellie  Campbell 
Rosemary  Durkin 
Ruth  Gill 
Cleon  Phelps 
Anne  Staples 


Acton  Memorial  Library 


Due  to  an  ever-increasing  interest  in  the  Library  and 
its  services,  circulation  and  use  of  the  Library  have  been 
greater  than  ever  this  year.  A  summer  reading  program 
for  children,  story  hours,  crafts  projects,  sing-alongs,  a 
puppet  show,  and  special  holiday  programs  have  all 
attracted  both  children  and  adults  to  use  the  Library  more 
freely. 


While  our  Library  Director,  Wanda  Null,  has  been 
on  a  leave  of  absence,  Carole  Kramp  has  taken  the 
position  of  Acting  Library  Director.  Early  in  1979,  our 
invaluable  custodian,  Robert  Trafton,  will  retire.  Not  only 
has  Bob  kept  the  Library  and  its  sundry  equipment  in 
excellent  repair,  but  by  designing  and  building  many 
cabinets,  tables,  and  storage  areas,  he  has  also  helped  us 
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cut  expenses  over  the  years.  We  are  happy  for  him,  but 
we  shall  certainly  miss  him. 

In  December  the  gray  concrete  ceiling  was  painted 
white,  a  change  which  makes  a  visible  improvement. 
However,  the  actual  level  of  illumination  is  still  far  below 
minimum  standards.  Although  we  will  not  submit  a 
warrant  article  for  improving  the  lighting  at  this  Annual 
Town  Meeting,  we  recognize  the  need  for  further 
improvement,  and  are  preparing  to  present  an  article  at 
a  future  Town  Meeting. 

Earlier  in  the  year  we  were  plagued  by  several  attacks 
of  vandalism  on  our  plate  glass  windows.  Those  attacks 
are  a  matter  of  continuing  concern  to  us  and  we  will  do 
what  we  can  to  prevent  their  reoccurrence. 

A  love  seat  was  given  to  us  for  the  children's  room 
in  memory  of  Breta  Anne  Bodendorf.  It  is,  as  planned, 
a  lovely  place  for  a  parent  to  sit  and  read  with  a  child. 
With  a  gift  from  the  Acton  Corporation,  we  have  been 
able  to  make  an  important  improvement  in  our  business 
reference  section.  The  Friends  of  the  Acton  Libraries 
have  given  funds  for  draperies  in  the  children's  room. 

Again  this  year  we  thank  our  faithful  Volunteers,  who 
have  given  us  so  much  help  each  week.  The  members 
of  the  Acton  Garden  Club  have  continued  to  provide 
flower  arrangements  throughout  the  year.  Our  sincere 
gratitude  goes  to  the  many  generous  people  who  have 
provided  their  time  and  efforts  to  the  Library. 

This  year  we  have  attempted  to  coordinate  Sunday 
openings  with  the  demands  of  the  school  year.  The 
Sunday  afternoons  we  are  open,  from  October  through 
May,  are  very,  very  busy,  attesting  to  the  need  for  this 
service. 

As  of  July  1,  1978,  the  collection  contained  43,560 
books  and  more  than  1821  cassetts  and  records.  The 
circulation  for  the  year  ending  June  30,  1978,  was 
190,211.  On  July  31,  1978,  we  hit  an  all-time  high  of 
1 ,369  items  circulated  in  one  day! 

We  want  everyone  in  Acton  to  take  pride  and 
pleasure  in  the  Library.  Come  to  the  Library  and  discover 
the  wide  variety  of  services  and  materials  it  has  to  offer 
you. 


*  Nancy  Howe,  Chairman 
'  Brewster  Conant 
Nancy  Gerhardt 
Persis  Green 
'Hayward  S.  Houghton 
'James  L.  Parker 
Vincent  Parrella 
'Margaret  Richter 
'Raymond  A.  Shamel 
Board  of  Trustees 


*  Appointed  (To  become  a  corporate  trustee,  a  person  is 
appointed  by  the  remaining  corporate  trustees  when  a 
vacancy  occurs.) 


Citizens  Library 
Association  of 
West  Acton 

With  the  rapid  growth  in  Acton's  population  ano 
increased  use  of  the  Library  facilities,  a  great  manv 
patrons  have  requested  more  evening  and  weekenc 
hours  of  service.  The  Library  offers  over  8,000  book! 
on  diverse  subjects  and  is  open  to  the  public  for  jus 
twenty- six  hours  a  week.  It  houses  a  fine  collection  o 
reference  books  for  old  and  young  alike. 

The  patrons  have  been  most  tolerant  of  a  leaky  roof  ar* 
windswept  doors  for  several  years.  A  small  active  group 
of  Auxiliary  members  chaired  by  Mrs.  June  Cobb  has  c 
program  under  way  to  alleviate  these  conditions.  With 
the  new  fiscal  year,  the  roof  and  rotten  sills  wiil  b* 
repaired  and  the  building  painted.  The  Citizens  Library 
Auxiliary  will  then  build  a  foyer  facing  the  street  to  preven 
warped  doors  and  provide  continuous  gutters  draining 
the  moisture  away  from  the  sills.  The  handsome  new 
Library  sign  will  also  be  illuminated  with  funds  from  oit 
annual  Library  Fairs.  The  foundation  and  basement  o 
the  building  will  be  sprayed  with  an  insecticide.  Th* 
Auxiliary  has  also  paid  to  have  the  carpet  and  window.* 
cleaned,  and  purchased  many  new  books. 

Improvements  of  a  more  aesthetic  nature  have  beer 
made  by  the  Acton  Garden  Club,  various  Scout  troops 
and  Mrs.  Josn  Hansen,  who  kept  the  interior  of  the  builc 
ing  cheerfully  decorated.  We  are  most  grateful  to  thes* 
"friends''. 

The  Eastern  Massachusetts  Regional  Library 
Bookmobile  services  are  eagerly  anticipated.  The  staf 
fills  a  high  percentage  of  patron  requests  in  a  reasonably 
short  period  of  time.  This  includes  many  of  the  newes 
books,  as  well  as  a  good  general  selection. 

The  Board  of  Trustees  and  Librarian  wish  to  voict 
our  appreciation  to  the  active  members  of  the  Citizen* 
Library  Auxiliary,  the  volunteer  lunch  hour  substitutes 
and  the  many  townspeople  who  contribute  books 
periodicals,  labor,  and  Fair  items  throughout  the  year. 

Library  Hours    Monday  7:00  -  9:00  P.M. 

Tuesday,  Wednesday,  Thursday, 
Friday:  10:00  -  5:00  P.M. 

Accession  Books  in  Library  July  1, 1977  7,623 
Increase  by  purchase  396 
Increase  by  gift  272 
Withdrawn  246 
Books  in  Library 

June  30, 1978  8,045 
Circulation       16,657  books 
Income  Fines  collected:  $293.44 

Mrs.  Betty  Boothby,  Chairman 
Mrs.  Corinne  Merkin,  Secretary 
Mrs.  Marie  Reid  -  Board  of  Trustees 
Mrs.  Thelma  Hermes,  Librarian 
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Middlesex  County 
Advisory  Board 


Watchdogging  the  Middlesex  County  Budget  is  the 
Mnandate  of  the  Middlesex  County  Advisory  Board.  To 
flhis  end  representatives  of  all  the  cities  and  towns  within 
Ihe  county  meet  throughout  the  year  to  review  the  budget 
requests  for  county  departments. 

Presently  budgets,  controlled  by  the  three  county 
:ommissioners  with  final  approval  from  the  Committee 
yn  Counties  in  the  General  Court,  are  supported  by  the 
:axes  levied  at  the  local  level.  Until  April  of  1978  the 
MCAB  could  only  "advise"  the  commissioners  on  the 
budget.  Now,  with  the  passage  of  House  Bill  2521,  the 
MCAB  is  evpowered  to  delete  or  amend  downwards  any 
line  item  by  a  two-thirds  vote.  However,  the 
commissioners  are  not  bound  to  follow  the  changes,  only 
to  let  the  General  Court  known  of  the  recommendations. 
Further  legislation  is  needed  to  make  county  government 
more  responsive  to  the  MCAB  and  to  give  final  budget 
approval  to  those  who  must  bear  the  burden  of  county 
expenses.  Home-rule  legislation  in  support  of  this  is  being 
lobbied  for  by  the  Mass.  League  of  Cities  and  Towns  and 
the  Middlesex  County  Selectmen's  Association. 

The  court  Reform  bill  which  was  passed  during  the 
waning  days  of  the  last  legislature  has  given  the  Acton 
taxpayers  a  reduction  in  the  county  budget  of  $325,988. 
It  is  possible  that  the  county  budget  will  be  reduced  again 
if  the  Committee  on  Counties  decides  to  take  the  county 


out  of  the  hospital  business.  In  an  effort  to  better  under 
stand  the  budget  overruns  at  the  Middlesex  County 
Hospital,  the  MCAB  has  formed  a  liaison  committee. 
The  Acton  designee  is  one  of  the  three  appointed 
members.  This  committee  meets  with  the  hospital 
administrator  and  financial  officer  quarterly.  At  that  time 
the  budget  is  reviewed  and  hospital  policies  are  discussed. 
It  is  important  that  the  MCAB  have  a  clear  understanding 
of  the  hospitals  functions  and  how  it  serves  the  needs  of 
the  community  in  order  to  make  an  honest  decision  as  to 
whether  or  not  the  hospital  should  be  retained  as  a  county 
function. 

In  December  of  1978  members  of  the  MCAB  met  in 
Weston  to  discuss  the  upcoming  county  budget  reviews. 
At  that  time  it  was  decided  that  the  best  way  to 
understand  the  1979-1980  would  be  to  break  the  group 
into  study  sections  assigned  to  county  department.  The 
Acton  member  will  serve  on  the  study  group  looking  into 
the  County  Highway  Budget. 

Through  meetings  with  the  selectmen,  the  designee 
is  able  to  inform  the  local  officials  of  all  current 
activities  of  the  MCAB  and  to  elicit  their  opinions  and 
recommendations . 

Nancy  K.  Gerhardt 
Designee 


Planning  Board 


The  Planning  Board  is  established  in  accordance  with 
the  provisions  of  Chapter  41  of  the  Massachusetts 
General  Laws,  otherwise  known  as  the  Municipal 
Planning  and  Subdivision  Control  Act.  The  Planning 
Board's  activities  fall  into  four  general  categories:  zoning, 
subdivision  control,  providing  advice  and  comments  to 
other  boards  and  developing  the  plans  and  procedures 
necessary  to  influence  future  development  in  the  town. 

The  major  accomplishment  this  year  in  the  area  of 
zoning,  was  the  adoption  of  a  revised  flood  plain  section 
of  the  Zoning  By-Law  at  the  Special  Town  Meeting  of 
June  14,  1978.  The  Planning  Board  had  worked  during 
1977  and  1978  to  revise  the  flood  plain  provisions  and 
maps  to  comply  with  the  requirements  and  guidelines 
of  the  federal  HUD  Flood  Insurance  Program.  The  new 
flood  plain  provisions  are  designed  to  eliminate  previous 
problems  caused  by  a  lack  of  guidance  with  respect  to 
construction  or  earth  moving  activities  within  the  flood 
plain. 

As  part  of  the  normal  activities  during  1978,  the 
Planning  Board  dealt  with  one  preliminary  subdivision 
plan,  four  definitive  subdivision  plans  and  numerous,  still 
active,  older  subdivisions.  Preliminary  subdivision  plans 
for  Dunham  Park  (5  lots)  were  approved.  Definitive 
subdivision  plans  for  Briarbrook  Village  South  (93  lots) 


and  Colonial  Acres  D  (15  lots)  were  approved;  plans  for 
Freedom  Farme  (25  lots)  are  now  under  review.  The 
revised  definitive  plans  for  Cedar  Meadow  Estates 
(22  lots)  were  endorsed  under  court  order. 

In  addition  to  new  subdivisions,  the  Planning  Board 
worked  toward  completion  of  roads  and  services  in 
several  other  subdivisions,  notably  Ridgewood  Estates, 
Arborwood  Highlands,  Pope  Road  Estates  and  Fairway 
Heights  II. 

Much  effort  was  expended  in  1978  in  the  area  of 
review,  comment  and  advice.  For  example,  over  40  plans 
were  reviewed  for  lot  changes  which  did  not  require 
subdivision  approval.  Over  19  site  plans  were  reviewed 
with  comments  provided  to  the  Board  of  Selectmen 
relative  to  the  granting  of  a  site  plan  special  permit. 
Twenty  three  Board  of  Appeals  applications  were 
reviewed  in  connection  with  requests  for  variances  and/or 
special  permits.  One  scenic  road  hearing  was  held. 

The  major  planning  effort  during  1978  was  divided 
between  two  primary  areas.  These  were  a  continuation 
of  the  North  Acton  Study  and  the  creation  of  a 
philosophical  framework  from  which  a  Planned  Neighbor- 
hood Development  (PND)  option  may  be  written  for 
submission  to  Town  Meeting  as  a  zoning  by-law 
amendment. 


26 


During  1978,  the  North  Acton  Study  moved  from 
phase  two  (the  selection  of  citizen  opinions)  into  phase 
three  (determination  of  appropriate  actions  to  implement 
the  desired  future  for  North  Acton).  The  Planning  Board 
expects  to  present  specific  proposals  to  the  Town  in  1979 
which  will  implement  any  zoning  changes  deemed  to  be 
consistent  with  the  desires  of  the  citizens  of  Acton  and 
state  law.  It  is  expected  that  a  great  deal  of  additional 
citizen  input  will  be  solicited  during  this  process.  In 
addition,  the  Planning  Board  expects  to  recommend  to 
the  Town  courses  of  action,  other  than  zoning  changes, 
which  might  be  implemented  to  affect  the  desired  future 
of  North  Acton. 

Also  during  1978,  the  Planning  Board  initiated  a 
study  of  alternative  forms  of  development  which  could  be 
used  in  large  subdivisions.  This  study  encompassed 
standard  types  of  alternate  development  such  as  planned 
unit  development  and  cluster  zoning.  After  reviewing 
state  statutes  and  existing  town  PUD  or  cluster  by-laws, 
the  Planning  Board  decided  upon  an  alternate 
development  philosophy  designed  to  fit  the  unique 
conditions  found  in  Acton.  The  writing  of  a  Planned 
Neighborhood  Development  (PND)  zoning  by-law 
amendment  was  initiated  in  late  1978  and  is  expected  to 
be  completed  early  in  1979.  After  soliciting  citizen 
opinion,  the  Planning  Board  expects  to  present  the  PND 
for  Town  Meeting  approval  during  the  spring  of  1979. 

The  Planning  Board  consists  of  five  volunteer 
members  appointed  by  the  Board  of  Selectmen.  These 
members  are  ably  assisted  by  Planning  Administrator 
Rick  Sherman  and  Secretary  Margaret  Douglas.  Over 
and  above  daily  routine  operations,  the  Planning  Board 
staff  has  continually  provided  a  very  high  level  of  support 
for  the  board  members  in  the  form  of  research, 
background  data,  analysis  and  options. 

During  1978  Lea  Pendleton  and  Charles  Bumham 
resigned  from  the  board.  They  were  replaced  by  new 
members  Sandra  Bayne  and  Kathleen  Phillips.  Neal 
Grolnic  was  elected  Chairman  for  the  1978-1979  year, 
replacing  William  Becklean.  Lane  Kirkpatrick  was  elected 
Vice  Chairman  and  Sandra  Bayne  was  elected  Clerk. 

The  Planning  Board  meets  almost  every  Monday 
evening,  8:00  p.m.,  at  the  Department  of  Public  Works 
Facility,  Forest  Road.  Exceptions  to  the  schedule  are 
posted  well  in  advance  at  the  Town  Clerk's  office.  All 
meetings  are  open  to  the  public.  Those  who  would  like 
time  on  the  agenda  are  requested  to  call  the  secretary  in 
advance  at  263-4448. 

Neal  M.  Grolnic 
Chairman 


Wastewater  Management 
Advisory  Committee 

The  Wastewater  Management  Advisory  Committee 
is  responsible  for  assembling  and  presenting  all  basic 
data  necessary  for  the  Town  to  formulate  and  enact  a 
long  term  program  for  management  of  its  wastewaters. 
It  acts  in  an  advisory  capacity  for  the  Board  of  Selectmen, 
working  particularly  closely  with  the  Health  Department, 
Engineering  Department  and  Planning  Board.  It  submits 
recommendations  which  are  acted  upon  at  Town 
Meeting. 

In  April  1976  at  the  Annual  Town  Meeting,  the  Town 
appropriated  $70,000  for  a  study  to  assess  the  need  and 
determine  the  best  alternatives  for  wastewater  manage- 
ment within  the  Town,  and  authorized  the  Town  Manager 
to  apply  for  a  Federal  grant  reimbursment  for  such 
puposes  under  Public  Law  92-500,  Federal  Water 
Pollution  Control  Act  Admendments  of  1972.  At  about 
the  same  time  the  Wastewater  Management  Advisory 
Committee  (WMAC)  was  conducting  interviews  to  select 
a  consulting  sanitary  engineering  firm.  Anderson-Nichols 
&  Co.,  Inc.  of  Boston  was  eventually  selected  and  with 
this  firm,  the  committee  developed  a  plan  of  study, 
negotiated  a  contract  and  applied  for  and  obtained  a 
"step  1"  Facilities  Plan  grant  from  the  Environmental 
Protection  Agency. 

The  Plan  of  Study  calls  for  the  development  and 
analysis  of  four  wastewater  management  strategies  for 
the  Town.  The  four  stragies  are: 

1.  No  Action  -  No  structural  or  institutional  changes. 

2.  Optimum  Utilization  of  Existing  Facilities  (Non- 
Structural)  Total  reliance  on  a  combination  of  on-site 
treatment  systems  and  institutional  controls. 

3.  Combination  of  Structural  and  Non-structural  -  Sewer 
only  some  parts  of  town  to  eliminate  on-site  failures, 
serve  densely  populated  areas  or  satisfy  other  special 
purpose  objectives.  Provided  for  sewers  at  some 
future  date  in  marginal  and  projected  problem  areas. 
Employ  non- structural  alternatives  in  the  remainder  of 
town. 

4.  Town-Wide  Public  Sewer  System  (Structural)  Phased 
implementation  of  a  plan  to  sewer  the  town. 

To  date,  it  is  estimated  that  the  study  is  80% 
complete.  The  committee  feels  that  it  has  enough  facts 
and  figures  to  justify  the  conclusions  that  (1)  on-site 
wastewater  disposal  systems  are  a  viable  alternative  and 
(2)  the  large  conventional  Town-wide  sewer  system  can 
not  be  justified  economically.  The  committee  must  still 
reach  some  conclusions  regarding  the  use  of  some 
localized  communal  systems  (strategy  3)  and  the 
instituting  of  changes  to  optimize  the  present  wastewater 
management  system  (strategy  2). 
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The  Trustees  have  drawn  up  rules  and  regulations 
governing  the  fund  in  the  regards  to  paying  for  injuries 
received  in  the  line  of  duty  and  the  Trustees  will  be 
reveiwing  the  schedule  of  payments  from  time  to  time. 

Richard  A.  Lowden 
Frederick  S.  Kennedy 
John  Francis  McLaughlin 
Trustees 


Board  of  Appeals 

The  Board  of  Appeals  acts  on  requests  for  variances 
to  the  Zoning  Bylaw,  decides  whether  special  (Zoning) 
permits  apply,  acts  on  appeals  made  on  decisions  of  the 
Building  Commission,  and  is  the  permit  granting 
authority  for  housing  for  the  elderly. 

The  petition  forms  and  the  instructions  to  the 
appellant  were  revised  early  in  1978  to  conform  with  the 
new  Zoning  Bylaw  which  was  modified  in  accord  with 
Chapter  808. 

In  1978,  26  public  hearings  were  scheduled  as 
compared  to  22  in  1977.  There  are  4  cases  pending  as  of 
this  reporting,  which  is  unusually  high  due  to  the  early 
closing  dates  required  for  printing  the  Town  Report. 
Comparisons  to  previous  years  are  therefore  not  valid. 

During  1978,  two  valuable  members  of  the  Board  of 
Appeals  were  lost  with  their  20  years  of  dedicated 
service  -  Herman  Vanderwart  was  not  reappointed  and 
Edward  Schwann  resigned.  The  board  wishes  to 
acknowledge  those  years  of  service  with  gratitude  and 
appreciation. 

H.W.  Flood,  Chairman 

Marion  Maxwell,  Clerk 
Kenneth  Grinnell,  Member 
John  F.  Pasieka,  Associate 
Ralph  Abbot,  Associate 


In  the  coming  year,  the  committee  will  complete  the 
current  wastewater  management  study,  hopefully  by 
i^nnual  Town  Meeting.  The  committee  will  hold  a  public 
iworksnop  in  January  and  a  puoiic  meeting  sometime 
i  thereafter.  To  complete  this  step  of  the  planning  process, 
|  the  Town,  by  means  of  Town  Meeting  vote,  must  either 
adopt  and  implement  the  Facilities  Plan  or  reject  it 
outright.  Articles  will  be  placed  on  the  warrant  for  this 
purpose. 

The  committee  wishes  to  thank  all  those  who  have 
supported,  advised  and  worked  with  them  during  the  past 
year.  The  committee  looks  forward  to  their  continued 
support  in  the  development  of  a  long  term  wastewater 
management  system  to  handle  the  wastewater  disposal 
of  the  Town  in  an  environmentally  and  economical  way. 

Daniel  J.  Costello,  Chairman 
Richard  Rogers 
Peter  C.  Fantl 
Stanley  Spotkill 
Allen  W.  Oi 


Acton  Fireman's 
Relief  Fund 

The  following  is  a  brief  history  of  events  leading  up 
to  the  formation  of  the  Acton  Fireman's  Fund. 

In  the  early  thirtys,  it  was  the  custom  if  a  certain  fire 
company  did  an  outstanding  job  at  a  fire,  certain  persons 
or  an  industry  would  show  their  appreciation  by  making  a 
donation  to  that  company. 

"  In  the  early  part  of  the  winter  of  1934,  one  of  the  call 
firemen  received  some  injuries  at  a  fire  and  it  was  then  the 
call  firemen  found  out  that  by  law  they  could  not  be 
insured.  Soon  after  the  incident  a  joint  meeting  of  the 
three  fire  companies  was  held.  It  was  decided  to  submit 
an  article  in  the  warrant  at  the  next  Town  Meeting  to 
establish  The  Acton  Firemen's  Relief  Fund. 

Town  Meeting  March  11,  1935:  Article  21:  To  see 
if  the  Town  will  vote  to  accept  a  fund  contributed  by  the 
members  of  the  several  fire  departments  of  the  Town  and 
known  as  the  Acton  Firemen's  Relief  Fund,  said  fund  to 
be  held  as  a  trust  fund,  and  to  be  administered  by  the 
Trustees  to  be  chosen,  one  for  one  year,  one  for  two 
years,  and  one  for  three  years. 

Voted:  To  accept  said  fund  as  Trust  Fund  to  be 
administered  by  three  trustees  chosen  by  the  Town, 
elected  at  Town  Meeting. 

For  many  years  the  fire  department  consisted  of  call 
fire  men,  and  they  received  a  very  small  annual  salary 
of  fifteen  dollars.  Each  call  man  contributed  five  dollars 
of  his  salary  to  this  fund.  Through  the  years  the  Trustees 
have  received  several  donations  from  citizens,  but  ninety 
percent  of  the  fund  came  from  the  firemen. 
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GrantedDenied  drawn  Pending  Total 

Petitions: 


Review 

0 

1 

1 

1 

3 

Special  Permit 

6 

0 

0 

0 

6 

Flood  Plain 

3 

0 

0 

0 

3 

Variance 

5 

4 

2 

3 

14 

Earth  Removal 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Comprehensive 

Permits 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Total 

14 

5 

3 

4 
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Recreation  Commission 


Proposition  13!  Proposition  2V2\  Taxes!  Taxes!  All 
city  and  town  park  and  recreation  departments  are 
seriously  concerned  with  the  possible  impact  of  taxpayers' 
revolt  on  vital  park  and  recreation  services.  With  the 
never  ending  demand  for  new  programs  and  more 
facilities,  municipalities  find  themselves  forced  to  cutback 
on  existing  programs  and  make  do  with  present  facilities. 
The  dilemma  is  real.  The  Commission  is  as  concerned  as 
you  that  the  tax  rate  be  stabilized.  The  Recreation 
Commission,  which  was  established  in  1957,  started  out 
with  three  major  objectives: 

1 .  to  offer  a  quality  playground  program  for  all  Acton 
school-age  children; 

2.  to  provide  swimming  lessons  for  all  Acton  school- 
age  children;  and 


3.  to  provide  and  maintain  adequate  recreation  areas 
for  all  town  residents. 

The  intent  was  to  offer  a  quality  program  at  a 
minimal  cost  to  the  town.  Since  those  first  goals  were 
established,  the  program  has  expanded  from  a  part-time 
summer  program  to  a  full-time  year-round  program  with 
a  full-time  Recreation  Director.  But  the  intent  has  not 
changed.  In  a  time  when  many  recreation  departments 
are  only  beginning  to  charge  fees  for  programs, 
twenty-five  of  the  thirty-five  programs  sponsored  by  the 
Commission  are  self-supporting,  generating  approxi- 
mately $45,000  in  revenue  each  year.  Cost  effectiveness 
has  become  the  determining  factor  in  initiating  new 
programs  and  continuing  old  programs.  Because  of  this, 
all  recreation  programs  and  activities  are  constantly  being 


Laaaae  McAllleoa  leans  to  swiai  at  the  ABRHS  pool  and  discovers  that  using  the  kickboard  can  be  pretty 
tiring;. 


evaluated.  The  major  thrust  of  the  Commission  in  the 
past  few  years  has  been  away  from  the  more  formal 
active  programs  aimed  at  certain  interest  and  age  groups 
to  more  community-oriented  special  events  for  all  age 
groups.  This  philosophy  allowed  the  Commission  to  offer 
more  programs  and  activities  in  1978  at  no  additional 
cost  to  the  town.  Some  of  the  new  activities  offered 
included: 

1.  Pre-School  Gymnastics; 

2.  Pre-School  Swim  Lessons; 

3.  Converse  Rubber  Company  Basketball  Clinic; 

4.  Roston  Lobster  Tennis  Clinic: 

5.  New  England  Teamen  Soccer  Clinic; 

6.  Summer  Soccer; 

7.  Pepsi-Cola  Hot  Shot  Basketball  Contest;  and 

8.  Boston  Harbor  Cruise. 

The  total  net  cost  of  all  these  new  activities  was 
approximately  $100.  The  Boston  Lobsters  Tennis  Clinic 
and  the  New  England  Teamen  Soccer  Clinic  were 
sponsored  by  the  Boston  Globe  and  the  Boston  Harbor 
Cruise  was  sponsored  by  the  Boston  Gas  Company. 

Summer  continues  to  be  the  busiest  season  for  the 
Commission  as  over  7,000  children  and  adults 
oarticipated  in  town-sponsored  recreation  programs  and 
activities.  Program  highlights  included  the  Boston 
Lobsters  Tennis  Clinic,  the  Eddie  Pellagrini  Baseball 
Clinic,  the  Boston  Harbor  Cruise  and  the  Annual  Town 
Swimming  Olympics.  The  four  town  playground  areas 
were  busy  almost  every  day  with  over  800  children  signed 
up  for  summer  activities  and  special  events.  The 
children's  summer  swimming  lesson  program  also 
continued  to  be  very  popular  with  751  children 
participating  in  the  1978  summer  program. 

Some  portions  of  the  Master  Plan  were  delayed 
somewhat  as  Town  Meeting  voters  rejected  plans  to 
construct  a  soccer  held  and  tennis  courts  on  the  Taylor 
Road  site  adjacent  to  the  Conant  School,  and  the  health 
hazards  on  the  Assabet  River  put  a  stop  to  trail  clearing 
on  the  land  adjacent  to  the  river  off  Adams  and  High 
Streets.  The  Commission  is  now  working  on  a  proposed 
pond  and  parking  area  off  Piper  Road  on  the  Great  Hill 
Recreation  Area  and  the  renovation  of  the  existing 
ballfield  adjacent  to  the  Conant  School. 

According  to  the  Master  Plan  outlined  in  the  1977 
Town  Report,  capital  improvements  made  include  the 
installation  of  a  park  shelter  at  the  Elm  Street  playground 
and  two  baseball  backstops  at  the  Great  Hill  Recreation 
Area.  Repairs  were  made  to  the  lights  and  the  backstop 
at  the  Dm  Street  Field  and  the  infield  grass  was  removed 
by  the  Highway  Department  and  replaced  with  dirt, 
thereby  eliminating  those  crazy  bounces  that  plagued 
many  softball  and  baseball  players. 

Participation  in  the  recreational  swim  and  open  gym 
program  decreased  during  the  year.  Although  program 
revenue  remained  the  same,  higher  operating  costs  may 
force  the  Commission  to  either  increase  membership 
fees  and/or  shut  down  the  facility  certain  days  or  months 
during  the  year.  The  pool  and  gym  are  presently  open 
Monday  through  Friday  evenings  and  Saturday  and 


Sunday  afternoons  year-round.  Any  Acton  residents 
and/or  taxpayers  wishing  to  purchase  a  membership  may 
do  so  at  the  Recreation  Office  in  the  Public  Works  Facility 
on  Forest  Road  or  by  mail.  Memberships  are  valid  from 
January  1  through  December  31 . 

The  Commission  would  like  to  express  its 
appreciation  to  the  parents  and  adults  who  helped 
supervise  our  programs,  to  the  School  Department  and  all 
the  other  town  boards  and  departments  who  worked 
with  us  during  the  past  year,  and  to  the  Assabet  Valley 
Beacon  and  the  Acton  Minuteman  for  their  cooperation 
in  publicizing  our  programs  and  activities. 

Charles  Morehouse,  Chairman 
Beatrice  Perkins,  Vice-Chairman 
Deven  Scott,  Commissioner 
Carol  Mahoney,  Commissioner 
William  Avril,  Commissioner 
Janet  Murphy,  Associate  Commissioner 
John  Folsom,  Associate  Commissioner 
Thomas  Haggerty,  Director 
Barbara  Woodward,  Secretary 

1978  PROGRAM  REGISTRATION 


1.  Youth  Basketball  Grades  4-6  103 

2.  Youth  Basketball  Grades  7-9  45 

3.  Gymnastics  (Winter)  Grades  K-12  120 

4.  Pre-School  Gymnastics  (Winter)  41 

5.  Children's  Swim  Lessons  (Winter)  105 

6.  Town  Swim  Team  (Winter)  110 

7.  Advanced  Lifesaving  (Winter)  6 

8.  Women's  Volleyball  26 

9.  Women's  Tennis  Lessons  (Spring)  109 

10.  Children's  Swim  Lessons  (Spring)  105 

11.  Pre-School  Swim  Lessons  80 

12.  Adult  Swim  Lessons  (Spring)  20 

13.  Gymnastics  (Spring)  Grades  K-12  119 

14.  Pre-School  Gymnastics  (Spring)  47 

15.  Playground  Program  815 

16.  Children's  Swim  Lessons  (Summer)  751 

17.  Aquatic  Leadership  Courses  22 

18.  Advanced  Lifesaving  (Summer)  17 

19.  Town  Swim  Team  (Summer)  51 

20.  Diving  44 

21.  Children's  Tennis  Lessons  465 

22.  Gymnastics  (Summer)  Grades  K-12  239 

23.  Pre-School  Gymnastics  (Summer)  42 

24.  Youth  Basketball  League  (Summer)  20 

25.  Summer  Youth  Soccer  74 

26.  Women's  Softball  30 

27.  Baseball  Clinic  129 

28.  Women's  Tennis  Lessons  (Fall)  52 

29.  Children's  Swim  Lessons  (Fall)  116 

30.  Adult  Swim  Lessons  (Fall)  10 

31.  Gymnastics  (Fall)  Grades  K-12  95 

32.  Pre-School  Gymnastics  (Fall)  40 

33.  Youth  Soccer  (Fall)  120 

34.  Flag  Football  58 

35.  Recreational  Swim  and  Open  Gym  2300 
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A  pair  of  croas-coBBtry  skiers  gilds  their  way  along  Hayward  rd.  daring 

February's  blizzard. 


1978  SPECIAL  EVENTS 


Date 

Event 

Attendance 

January  7 

Converse  Rubber  Company  Basketball  Clinic 

300 

July  11 

Magic  Show 

200 

July  12 

Field  Trip  to  Walter  Brown  Arena 

68 

July  13 

Field  Trip  to  Boston  Museum  of  Science 

145 

July  15 

Pepsi-Cola  Hot  Shot  Contest 

50 

July  20 

Circus  Theatre  Day 

300 

July  21 

Boston  Harbor  Cruise 

225 

July  26 

Playground  Olympics 

200 

July  31 

Field  Trip  to  Crane's  Beach 

42 

August  1 

Animal  Show 

75 

August  1 

Field  Trip  to  Walter  Brown  Arena 

39 

August  4 

Field  Trip  toCrane's  Bech 

45 

August  4 

Swimming  Olympics 

130 

August  4 

Swimming  Olymics  Awards  Ceremony 

300 

August  1 1 

Eddie  Pellagrini  Baseball  Clinic 

65 

August  16 

Field  Trip  to  Crane's  Beach 

100 

August  17 

Boston  Lobsters  Tennis  Clinic 

150 

October  11 

New  England  Teamen  Soccer  Clinic 

500 

October  27 

Magic  Show 

25 
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BIKEWAYS 
COMMITTEE 


In  December  1977,  the  Board  of  Selectmen  formed 
the  Acton  Bikeways  Committee  for  the  purpose  of 
establishing  a  bikeways  system  in  the  town  which  would 
provide  recreation  and  transportation  for  the  citizens  of 
Acton.  The  system  would  also  contribute  towards  the 
conservation  of  energy,  the  protection  of  the  environment, 
and  the  reduction  of  bicycle  and  pedestrian  related 
accidents. 

The  basic  goal  of  the  Committee  is  to  collect 
necessary  data  and  to  develop  a  comprehensive  plan  for  a 
bikeway  within  the  town.  That  plan  would  be  brought  before 
Annual  Town  Meeting  to  gain  funding  approval.  75%  of 
the  total  cost  for  design  and  construction  of  this  plan  will 
be  reimburseable  by  the  state.  The  Committee  is  working 
with  town  boards  and  citizens  groups  to  insure  that  the 
final  plan  meets  the  needs  and  desires  of  the  town.  We 
also  hope  to  increase  general  public  awareness  of 
bicycling  and  bicycling  safety,  and  to  generate  support 
for  the  final  bikeways  plan  through  the  development  and 
dissemination  of  bicycling  information. 

Over  the  last  year  the  Committee  has  gathered  data 
and  obtained  advice  from  many  different  sources.  Last 
summer,  a  survey  was  conducted  on  the  use  of  bicycles 
within  the  town.  Of  the  360  bicyclists  reached,  all  of 
them  felt  that  a  bikeway  system  should  be  established 
in  the  town  and  that  they  would  be  willing  to  support  its 
development  financially.  In  addition,  over  80%  of  those 
responding  felt  that  certain  town  roadways  were  unsafe 
for  bicycling,  and  that  dogs  and  traffic  were  the  major 
problems  encountered  by  bicyclists.  A  summary  of 
accident  reports  from  the  Police  Department  reveals  that 
of  all  reported  accidents  over  the  last  five  years  (both 
bicycling  and  pedestrian),  50%  of  them  occurred  on  three 
streets  -  Main  St.,  Mass  Ave.,  and  Central  St.  The 
Committee's  plan  is  developed  to  avoid,  or  to  make  safe, 
these  dangerous  areas. 

Figure  A  illustrates  the  total  proposed  Acton 
Bikeways  System.  It  travels  through  the  center  of  Acton 
in  a  roughly  east- west  direction.  It  is  made  up  of  several 
major  loops  which  connect  most  major  points  of  interest 
in  the  town.  Most  major  residential  developments  are 
close  to  the  system.  The  first  loop  connects  West  Acton 
center  with  the  South  Acton  train  station.  The  second 
loop  connects  the  high  school  complex  with  Acton  Center 
and  the  Town  Hall.  This  loop  continues  up  to  Nagog 
Pond  in  Littleton  via  Nagog  Hill  Road,  and  then  back  to 
the  high  school  via  Fort  Pond  Road,  Arlington  Street, 
and  Charter  Rd.  This  stretch  is  very  scenic.  The  first 
two  loops  are  connected  via  Mass  Ave.  Care  will  have  to 
be  taken  to  provide  for  a  safe  crossover  of  Mass  Avenue 
at  the  junior  high  school.  The  third  loop  meets  the  second 
loop  in  Acton  Center  at  the  comer  of  Main  St.  and  Nagog 
Hill  Rd.  This  loop  continues  down  Main  Street  to  Brook 


Street,  then  across  Great  Rd.  and  up  Strawberry  Hill  Rd. 
to  Pope  Rd.  At  this  point  a  spur  of  this  loop  proceeds 
across  Pope  Rd.  on  Strawberry  Hill  Rd.  to  Concord,  or 
the  loop  goes  right  on  Pope  Rd.  back  to  Great  Rd.  at  the 
Twin  Cinema  area.  The  loop  then  crosses  Great  Road 
and  follows  Concord  Road  to  Nagog  Hill  Rd.,  and  up 
Nagog  Hill  Rd.  to  Acton  Center.  Parts  of  this  loop  are 
very  scenic  but  care  must  be  taken  at  Great  Rd.  to 
provide  safe  crossovers.  The  first  and  third  loops  are 
connected  via  Minot  St.  to  the  Conant  School  and  then 
cross  Route,  2,  through  the  Great  Hill  Recreation  Area 
to  the  South  Acton  train  station.  We  hope  to  be  able 
to  construct  a  two  mile  bike  path  through  the  Great  Hill 
Recreation  Area  complex. 

The  total  plan  runs  for  about  20  miles.  As  it  is 
envisioned  at  this  time  (without  the  benefit  of  detailed 
engineering  evaluation),  the  system  would  be  composed 
of  three  distinct  types  of  bikeways.  We  are  proposing  a 
total  of  6.25  miles  of  existing  streets  (Type  A)  which  re- 
quire only  street  markings  or  signs.  We  are  proposing  to 
use  3.4  miles  of  existing  sidewalks  (Type  B)  with  some 
upgrading  necessary.  Finally  we  are  proposing  10.15 
miles  of  new  bike  paths  (Types  C,  D,  E)  on  municipal 
or  privately  owned  land.  Each  bikeway  type  has  different 
construction,  cost,  and  land  acquisition  requirements. 

All  cost  figures  that  have  been  developed  should  be 
considered  "ball  park"  based  on  preliminary  engineering 
estimates  which  must  be  refined  before  the  plan  is 
finalized.  The  cost  of  the  entire  proposed  bikeway 
system,  segregated  by  individual  route  links,  is  $256,000 
for  the  entire  system.  The  Town's  share  of  this  (25%) 
would  be  $64,000.  The  entire  system  consists  of  three 
major  loops.  Loop  1  is  estimated  at  $46,000;  Loop  2 
at  $79,000;  and  Loop  3  at  $90,000.  The  town,  therefore, 
has  an  option  to  select  a  phased  implementation  by 
constructing  major  loops  if  it  is  not  desirable  to  pay  for, 
and  construct,  the  entire  system  all  at  once. 

The  Committee  is  working  toward  an  early  request 
for  the  appropriation  of  funds  for  design  and  construction 
of  Loop  1  and  a  bikepath  in  the  Great  Hill  Recreation  area. 
This  constitutes  5.5  miles  and  an  approximate  cost  of 
$71,000.  The  remaining  portion  of  the  total  bikeways 
plan  will  be  presented  as  early  as  possible  over  the  next 
few  years. 

Donald  White,  Chairman 
Bruce  Imbt,  Vice-Chairman 
Betsyan  Newton,  Secretary 
Richard  Coleman 
Brian  Dickens 
Frank  Flood 
John  Folsom 
Ann  Shubert 
Christopher  Malcolm 
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Town  Engineer 

The  Engineering  Department's  function  is  to  provide 
the  Town  boards,  committees  and  departments  with 
engineering  and  surveying  expertise;  to  design,  obtain 
approvals  for  and  supervise  the  construction  of  public 
works  projects;  to  monitor  the  sanitary  landfill  and 
septage  disposal  area;  to  evaluate  the  engineering  aspects 
of  reports  and  plans  for  Town  boards  and  commissions; 
to  inspect  site  construction  within  the  Town  to  insure 
conformance  with  plans;  and  to  maintain  and  update 
Town  maps,  atlases,  and  associated  files. 

The  Engineering  Department  staff  consists  of  Ralph 
W.  Herrick,  Jr.  P.E.  &  R.L.S.,  Town  Engineer;  David  F. 
Abbt,  R.L.S.,  Assistant  Town  Engineer;  Eric  K.  Durling 
and  Douglas  P.  Halley,  Engineering  Assistants;  Mark  S. 
Bailey,  Rodman;  and  Donna  Stacv.  Secretary.  William  D. 
Boston,  who  has  worked  for  the  Town  five  years,  left  in 
April  to  take  a  position  with  a  private  engineering  firm. 

The  most  important  project  to  occupy  our  time  this 
year,  as  it  was  last  year,  was  the  construction  of  the 
South  Acton  Railroad  Commuter  Parking  Lot.  We 
provided  field  stakeout  and  engineering  supervision  for  all 
phases  of  construction.  The  construction  of  this  facility 
except  for  several  minor  items  was  completed  this  fall  and 
an  "as  built"  plan  was  prepared  by  this  department. 

As  usual  a  large  portion  of  our  time  this  year  was 
occupied  by  Acton's  solid  waste  disposal  problems.  We 
continued  our  monitoring  of  the  Forest  Road  Sanitary 
Landfill.  This  is  accomplished  by  semi-annual 
topographic  surveys.  Our  reports  to  the  Massachusetts 
Department  of  Environmental  Quality  Engineering 
(DEQE)  indicate  that  with  our  present  rate  of  filling  this 
landfill  should  last  until  the  spring  of  1982  as  we  originally 
estimated. 

Preliminary  plans  for  the  proposed  Quarry  Road 
Sanitary  Landfill  were  completed  this  past  year.  They 
are  now  in  an  internal  Town  review  process.  Once  this 
review  is  completed,  these  plans  with  appropriate 
revisions  will  be  sent  to  the  State  DEQE  for  approval. 

A  major  factor  of  many  of  the  detail  design  features 
of  this  landfill  will  be  the  solid  waste  management  concept 
used  with  this  facility.  Whether  the  Town  opts  for  a 
mini-transfer  station  on  its  present  landfill  and  then 
transfer  to  the  north  Acton  site  or  whether  the  Town 
decides  to  allow  direct  residential  dumping  at  the  new 
landfill  is  the  key  question.  Other  issues  and  questions 
concern  supplying  Town  water  to  the  area,  installing  a 
liner  with  leachate  collection  and  treatment,  various 
means  of  access  and  mandatory  recycling.  In  the  past 
year  issues  have  been  the  subject  of  much  research  and 
written  reports  by  this  Dept.  Presentations  concerning 
these  options  were  made  at  Selectmen  policy  nights  on 
June  20,  1978  and  October  23,  1978.  Future 
presentations  on  these  subjects  will  be  made  until  the 
Issues  are  resolved  and  Acton  has  a  future  solid  waste 
disposal  system  ready  for  1982. 


Additional  stakeout  and  supervision  for  construction 
work  at  the  towns  septage  disposal  area  in  North  Acton 
was  provided.  Routine  maintenance  was  also  supervised 
and  the  area  is  now  operating  smoothly.  This  department 
made  and  obtained  appropriate  approvals  for  some 
design  changes.  This  facility  is  one  of  the  first  septage 
disposal  areas  in  the  state  and  as  such  this  department 
along  with  the  Highway  Dept.  and  the  Board  of  Health 
is  "breaking  new  ground"  and  attempting  to  optimize 
this  facilities  operation. 

The  Engineering  Dept.  was  also  deeply  involved  last 
year  in  Wastewater  Management,  both  on  the  regional 
and  local  level.  The  final  and  several  preliminary  drafts  of 
the  regional  wastewater  management  study  ("208"  study) 
were  reviewed  in  detail  by  this  department.  Continuous 
liason  witn  the  Town's  Wastewater  Management 
Advisory  Committee  in  the  formulation  of  the  local 
wastewater  management  study  ("201"  study)  was  also 
accomplished  during  the  year.  The  purpose  of  these 
studies,  primarily  the  local  one,  is  to  determine  a 
management  system  to  dispose  of  the  wastewater  (liquid 
waste)  for  the  Town  for  a  planning  period  of  twenty  years, 
(for  more  information  see  report  from  the  Wastewater 
Advisory  Committee.) 

Work  for  the  Cemetery  Commissioners  this  year 
consisted  principally  of  an  extensive  survey  to  determine 
the  exterior  property  lines  of  Mt.  Hope  Cemetery  as  well 
as  to  update  and  correct  the  existing  topographic  plans 
of  the  cemetery.  These  revised  plans  were  provided  to 
the  design  consultant  selected  by  the  Commissioners  so 
they  could  prepare  a  future  development  plan  of  Mt.  Hope 
cemetery. 

Last  year  this  Dept.  received  and  reviewed  the  Flood 
Insurance  Study  for  Acton  prepared  by  the  U.S. 
Department  of  Housing  and  Urban  Development.  We 
made  specific  field  checks  of  some  elevations  and  started 
the  process  of  transferring  the  data  to  the  Town  Contour 
Maps.  This  work  was  performed  through  last  year  and 
still  continues.  It  has  become  even  more  important  now 
that  the  Town  has  adopted  this  flood  study  information 
as  the  Town's  local  flood  plain  zone. 

We  did  the  survey,  design  and  preparation  of  the 
contract  documents,  for  the  installation  of  a  ramp  for  the 
handicapped  at  the  Acton  Memorial  Library.  We  did 
the  survey  arid  design  for  the  replacement  of  the  septic 
system  at  the  South  Acton  Fire  Station  and  we  did  the 
survey  and  design  of  the  upgrading  and  re-construction 
of  Taylor-Minot  intersection.  We  expect  these  projects 
to  be  built  next  year  and  this  Dept.  will  have,  as  usual, 
supervisory  responsibility. 

We  co-operated  with  the  Highway  Dept.  on  several 
drainage  projects.  This  involved  the  survey,  design  and 
stakeout  for  construction  work  on  Arlington  St.,  Main  St. 
and  Strawberry  Hill  Rd.  replacement  of  deteriorated  cross 
culverts. 

Subdivisions  are  reviewed  and  inspected  by  the 
Engineering  Dept.  from  initial  submission  to  completion 
of  the  roads.  When  the  plan  is  submitted  a 
comprehensive  engineering  evaluation  of  all  asricr.ts  nf  » 
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proposed  subdivision  is  made  based  upon  the  current 
Planning  Board  Rules  and  Regulations.  This  year  Briar- 
brook  Village  South,  Freedom  Farme,  Colonial  Acres  II, 
Arborwood  Highlands  and  Cedar  Meadows  were 
reviewed.  Incidently  this  department,  at  the  request  of  the 
Planning  Board,  developed  additional  design  standards 
for  subdivision  streets. 

Subdivision  roads  under  construction  this  year  that 
were  inspected  by  this  Dept.  were:  Arborwood  Rd., 
Brucewood  Rd.,  Sandalwood  Rd.,  Silver  Hill  Rd.,  Robert 
Rd.,  Puritan  Rd.,  Gerald  Circle,  Torrington  Lane,  Lothrop 
Rd.,  Wayside  Lane,  Castle  Dr.,  Kingman  Rd.,  Knowlton 
Dr.,  Gristmill  Rd.,  Windemere  Dr.,  Woodchester  Dr.  and 
Proctor  St. 

Bond  estimates  were  also  prepared  as  requested  by 
the  Planning  Board  to  cover  the  cost  of  uncompleted 
work  on  subdivision  roads  prior  to  the  lots  being  released 
for  building. 

Setting  and  maintaining  granite  road  bounds  at  the 
beginning  and  ends  of  curves  on  the  exterior  sidelines 
of  streets  is  a  continuing  project  for  the  Engineering  Dept. 
These  bounds  are  set  and  maintained  according  to  Mass. 
General  Laws  Chapter  86,  section  1,  on  laidout  roads  to 
delineate  the  road  right-of-way  and  thereby  aid  abutting 
property  owners  and  private  surveyors  in  establishing 
property  lines.  This  year  road  bounds  were  replaced  on 
Lincoln  Dr.  (1),  Pondview  Dr.  (1)  and  Myrtle  Dr.  (1). 
Hopefully  we  will  be  able  to  devote  more  time  to  this  work 
next  year. 

We  continued  work  on  the  "Bridges  Property"  for 
the  Conservation  Commission.  Once  the  Town  decided 
to  purchase  this  land  this  Dept.  set  property  markers 
at  the  comers  of  this  land.  Five  granite  bounds  were  set 
along  with  four  iron  pipes  or  copperweld  rods  set  in 
concrete. 

We  also  completed  a  plan  of  the  "Buxton  Land"  on 
484  Great  Rd.  showing  proposed  conservation  restriction 
areas. 

On  a  daily  basis,  the  Engineering  Dept.  handles  the 
routine  tasks  of  inspecting  street  cuts  related  to  the 
installation  of  utilities  and  driveways,  responding  to 
requests  concerning  drainage  problems,  reviewing  site 
plans,  preparing  street  acceptances,  updating  the  Town 
Atlas,  Rood  Plain  Maps,  Zoning  Maps  and  other  Town 
Maps,  providing  the  general  public  with  information,  and 
assisting  the  various  Town  boards  and  agencies. 

This  year  the  Engineering  Department  compiled  a 
new  "Publicly  Owned  Land"  map  to  replace  the  "Town 
Owned  Land"  map.  This  was  done  to  include  state  and 
other  municipal  land  and  also  to  change  the  scale  of  the 
map  to  bring  it  into  conformance  with  other  Town  maps. 

This  Dept.  will  continue  to  use  its  resources  to  meet 
the  Town's  various  engineering  needs.  We  appreciate 
the  cooperation  received  from  the  other  Town 
Departments,  Boards  and  Committees,  and  anticipate 
further  productive  efforts  in  the  coming  year. 

Ralph  W.  Herrick 
Town  Engineer 


Tree  Department 

The  legislation  under  which  the  Tree  Department 
operated  is  found  in  Mass.  General  Laws  Chap.  87.  This 
Chapter  contains  provisions  that  allow  the  Tree  Warden 

to: 

1.  Remove  any  dead  trees  located  along  public  ways 
without  a  prior  hearing. 

2.  Remove  any  dangerous  trees  located  along  public 
ways  without  a  prior  hearing. 

3.  Remove  dead  wood,  low  limbs,  and  small  brush  that 
endangers  or  impedes  the  public  travelling  along  an 
accepted  town  way. 

4.  Plant  shade  trees  on  Private  property  within  20  feet 
of  the  street. 

5.  Enforce  provisions  making  it  illegal  for  anyone  to 
affix  signs,  damage,  or  remove  any  public  shade 
trees  without  a  permit. 

6.  Post  and  hold  hearings  concerning  the  removal  of 
any  healthy,  vigorous,  town  trees. 

The  Tree  Department  planted  65  trees  along  public 
ways  in  1978.  Additional  flowering  shrubs  were  planted 
on  the  Town  Common,  and  the  planting  of  trees  and 
shrubs  at  the  Commuter  Parking  Facility  was  supervised 
by  the  Tree  Dept 

Sugar  Maple  trees  growing  along  the  older  streets  in 
town  continue  to  decline  in  vigor  due  to  the  effects  of 
road  salt  and  pavement  over  the  roots.  This  maple 
decline  situation  is  not  reversible  by  any  practical  means. 
Maples,  therefore,  constitute  the  bulk  of  the  removals 
performed  by  the  Tree  Department. 

Dead  and  dangerous  trees  and  branches  are  removed 
along  Town  ways;  part  of  this  work  is  performed  by 
contractors.  All  stumps  of  removed  trees  are  ground  out 
below  grade.  The  Dept.  continues  to  repair  trees 
damaged  in  the  May  9, 1977  storm. 

Tree  Dept.  workers  attended  a  training  course  on 
Municipal  Horticulture  held  by  the  Extension  Service 
in  the  spring,  and  also  educational  sessions  held  at  the 
Mass.  Tree  Wardens  and  Foresters  Conference. 

The  purchase  of  a  brush  chipper  for  the  Tree  Dept. 
has  eliminated  a  great  deal  of  work,  and  will  slow  down 
the  inflation  of  the  budget.  In  1979  we  hope  to  replace 
the  tree  truck,  which  is  so  rusted  out  that  the  cost  of 
repairs  would  exceed  the  value  of  the  truck  itself.  We  also 
hope  to  have  a  phone  line  installed  at  the  D.P.W.  building 
to  facilitate  communications  between  the  public  and  the 
Department. 

Where  possible,  small  wood  left  over  from  our 
operations  is  left  on  the  side  of  the  road  for  citizens  to 
pick  up.  Generally,  larger  logs  are  hauled  away  to  the 
landfill  where  citizens  may  cut  them  up,  unless  the  abutter 
requests  that  these  logs  be  left  on  location.  The  Tree 
Department  cannot  deliver  wood  to  residences,  nor  can 
we  cut  up  any  wood  left  on  location. 

Franklin  H.  Charter 
Tree  Warden 
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Town  Forest  Committee 

The  two  Town  Forests  are  located  off  Bulette  Rd. 
and  off  Quarry  Rd.  The  fire  lanes  are  cleared  of  brush 
and  debris  every  year  by  Tree  Department  workers. 

This  year  the  Tree  Department  dropped  100  weak 
and  over  crowded  trees  on  the  Quarry  Rd.  area  in  order 
to  assist  the  Conservation  Commission  Cut-A-Cord 
program. 

The  Town  Forests  are  mostly  healthy  stands  of  timber 
which  present  few  maintenance  problems. 

Franklin  H.  Charter 
Emery  Nelson 

Acton  Youth 
Commission 

The  Youth  Commission  is  a  seven  member  board 
appointed  by  the  Town  Manager  with  the  approval  of  the 
Board  of  Selectmen.  It  was  created  in  May  1971  in  order 
to  meet  the  needs  of  youth  that  are  not  being  met  by 
other  organizations,  commissions  and  agencies  available 
to  that  age  group.  The  Y.C.  fills  in  the  "gaps"  by 
cooperating  with  others  involved  with  young  people. 

The  Commission  continues  to  sponsor  the  Youth 
Employment  Service,  a  non-profit  student  run  referral 
service  between  students  ages  13  -  21  and  employers  in 
both  residential  and  the  business  community.  A  report 
on  Y.E.S.  has  been  prepared  by  Julie  Spurr,  Y.E.S. 
Coordinator. 

Other  projects  sponsored  this  year  by  the 
Commission  are  as  follows: 

SPRING  HILL  FIT  TRAIL  -  The  Y.C.  in  cooperation  with 
the  Conservation  Commission  and  the  Recreation 
Commission  opened  at  fit  trail  this  fall  on  the  Spring  Hill 
Rd.  Conservation  Land.  Residents  are  encouraged  to 
follow  the  course  which  involves  exercising  at  special 
stations  at  marked  intervals.  Signs  were  made  by  Greg 
Goudreau  as  part  of  an  Eagle  Scout  project. 

NEWCOMERS  PARTY  -  New  students  were  invited 
in  March  and  again  in  November  to  a  party  in  the  Town 
Hall.  Both  were  well  attended  and  provided  a  chance  for 
those  new  to  Acton  and  Boxborough  to  meet  other 
newcomers  and  to  learn  about  the  town  and  its  facilities. 
Information  kits  were  prepared  and  distributed  with  help 
from  students  Kathy  Farrell,  Jane  Huber,  Cheryl  Kelley 
and  Cindy  Smith. 

BABY  SITTERS  COURSE  -  Nancy  Miller,  Junior  High 
School  Nurse,  organized  two  six-week  courses  for  Junior 
High  students  in  the  spring  and  in  the  fall.  Approximately 
40  students  took  the  courses,  which  included  instruction 
from  the  Fire  and  Police  Departments.  The  Youth 
Commission  also  sponsored  a  C.P.R.  course  for  High 
School  students. 


ALCOHOL  EDUCATION  PROGRAM  -  In  cooperation 
with  the  Mental  Health  Association  of  Central  Midlesex 
Division  of  Alcohol,  the  Y.C.  sposored  a  six-week 
seminar  for  parents  of  Junior  High  students.  Similar 
programs  are  being  planned  for  the  future. 

Throughout  the  year  the  Y.C.  supports  and 
encourages  many  community  groups.  Some  examples  of 
this  would  be  participation  in  this  fall's  Conference  of 
Community  Agencies  sponsored  by  the  Community 
Education  Program,  planning  a  youth-produced  film 
festival  to  be  given  at  the  AB  Jamboree  this  summer  and 
cooperation  with  the  schools  in  plans  for  Student 
Government  Day. 

Y.C.  meetings  are  held  the  first  and  third  Monday  of 
the  month  in  the  Junior  High  School,  Room  306.  The 
Commission  encourages  anyone  to  attend  who  would  like 
to  exchange  ideas  and  suggestions  on  behalf  of  the  youth 
of  Acton. 

Connie  Huber,  Chairman 
Helen  Berger 
Robert  Caldwell 
Nancy  Carroll 
Hayden  Duggan 
Marilu  Nowlin 


Sarah  Wadoski 
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Youth  Employment 
Service 


The  Youth  Employment  Service  has  maintained  its 
past  success  rate  in  the  employment  of  local  young  people 
in  the  periods  of  December  1,  1977  through 
November  31,  1978.  This  is  illustrated  by  the  following 
statistics:  Odd  jobs  299;  steady  jobs  260.  Of  these, 
98  were  employed  by  businesses  and  461  by 
homeowners.  This  represents  a  total  of  538  jobs.  There 
were  68  requests  for  the  Y.E.S.  babysitting  list  which  is 
constantly  updated  and  maintained  in  convenient 
neighborhood  listings. 

The  Youth  Employment  Service  currently  has  425 
applicants  ranging  in  age  from  13-20.  This  figure  remains 
constant  due  to  the  people  that  drop  out  for  permanent 
employment. 

The  period  of  greatest  activity  continues  to  be  in  the 
fall  when  businesses  are  hiring  people  to  replace  departing 
college  students.  This  activity  is  due  almost  entirely  to 
publicity  in  two  areas;  a)  personal  contact  by  two  Y.E.S. 
Job  Sobdters  to  the  majority  of  businesses  in  the 
community,  and  b)  advertisements  placed  in  local  news- 
papers and  store  windows. 


During  the  Spring  months  the  Coordinator  and  an 
assistant  personally  contact  every  business  in  Acton  and 
Boxborough  looking  for  job  opportunities  for  youths.  A 
complete  list  is  produced  of  Acton/Boxborough 
businesses  which  is  available  to  interested  citizens  by 
contacting  the  Y.E.S.  office  or  members  of  the  Youth 
Commission. 

The  Y.E.S.  is  continuing  as  before  with  one  Job 
Coordinator  and  is  planning  to  rehire  two  Job  Solicitors 
in  April.  The  office  hours  are  weekdays  1-4  P.M., 
September  1  to  May  31,  and  9A.M.  to  4A.M.  during 
the  summer  months. 

The  telephone  number  is  263-0123.  The  Y.E.S. 
staff  would  like  to  thank  the  Acton/Boxborough  Regional 
High  School  and  the  Acton  Youth  Commission  for  their 
steady  help  and  support. 

(More  detailed  breakdoen  of  the  above  statistics  may 
be*  obtained  from  the  Y.E.S.  office  or  the  Youth 
Commission) 

Julie  Spun- 
Coordinator 


Mother;  J  ndy  Glatky 
Danght«r;  Syrntta  Lynn 


Protection  of  Persons  and  Property 


Stolen  motor  vehicle  being  recovered  front  the  qnarry  in  North  Acton. 
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Acton  firefighters  aid  Charles  Gilleaey  after  extricating  him  frees  hie  track. 


Acton  Fire  Department 


During  the  past  year,  the  Acton  Fire  Department 
responded  to  a  total  of  1435  calls,  which  reflects  a  slight 
decrease  in  the  total  number  of  calls  as  compared  to  those 
of  the  previous  year.  The  department  was  fortunate,  in 
that  no  large  loss  fires  were  experienced.  On  a  statistical 
basis,  the  Town  experienced  a  fire  loss  of  6.41%  of  the 
total  value  of  properties  involved  in  fires. 

The  year  of  1978  was  successful  for  this  department, 
in  that  no  serious  injuries  or  deaths  resulted  to  firefighters 
or  persons  involved  in  fires,  and  property  loss  by  fire  was 
kept  to  a  minimum. 
Maintenance  and  Equipment 

At  the  annual  meeting  of  1977,  the  sum  of  $75,000 
was  approved  and  authorized  for  the  purchase  of  a 
replacement  pumper  for  Engine  26,  housed  in 
South  Acton.  The  new  pumper  was  delivered  in 
September  and  after  peronnel  were  trained  on  its 
equipment  and  road  operation,  Engine  23  was 
commissioned  into  service  on  December  5,  1977.  The 
addition  of  this  pumper  completes  our  replacement  of  all 
first  line  pumpers  in  service  at  this  time.  It  is  felt  however, 
that  some  attention  will  be  necessary  in  the  near  future  on 
both  the  ladder  truck  and  the  rescue  truck. 


Specifically,  in  reference  to  our  apparatus  needs,  it 
will  probably  be  necessary  to  replace  the  cab  and  chassis 
for  the  rescue  truck  retaining  the  present  body  and 
equipment  which  would  still  be  serviceable.  In  reference 
to  the  ladder  truck,  it  is  felt  that  a  request  will  be  made  to 
re-power  and  recondition  the  ladder  truck  in  the  near 
future.  The  cost  for  this  project  would  be  approximately 
$40,000  •  45.000,  as  opposed  to  the  purchase  of  a 
new  ladder  truck  costing  well  over  $125,000. 

At  the  annual  town  meeting  of  1978,  funds  were 
appreciated  to  replace  the  1971  Dodge  pick-up  truck 
used  by  trie  department.  The  contract  for  the  new  vehicle 
was  awarded  to  Anderson  Ford  of  Acton,  Massachusetts 
and  the  new  pick-up  truck  was  delivered  in  July  and 
placed  into  service  in  Agust  of  1978. 

Mechanical  problems  regarding  apparatus  continue 
to  be  handled  quite  efficiently  by  Firefighter  Peter 
Robinson,  the  Dept.  Mechanic  and  Firefighter  Carl 
Robinson,  the  Assistant  Dept.  Mechanic.  During  the  last 
year,  Firefighter  George  Williams  has  been  performing 
preventive  maintenance  on  the  apparatus,  and  it  is  hoped 
that  by  instituting  this  program,  major  mechanical 
problems  can  be  prevented  in  the  future. 
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The  fire  stations  continue  to  be  maintained  in  good 
condition  by  the  permanent  firefighters.  I  have  again 
requested  the  Building  Commissioner,  through  his 
budget,  to  Institute  energy  conservation  measures  in  all 
three  stations  by  means  of  installation  of  storm  sash.  In 
addition,  I  have  requested  the  insulation  of  the  attic  area 
at  Station  One  in  Acton  Center. 
Personnel 

During  1978  no  new  positions  were  added  to  the 
permanent  department.  There  were  two  resignations 
from  the  permanent  department,  and  replacement 
personnel  were  hired  to  fill  the  vacated  positions.  Fire- 
fighter Jack  Tobin  resigned  to  accept  a  position  out  of 
state  and  Captain  David  Spinney  resigned,  and  is  now 
selfemployed. 

The  vacated  firefighters  position  was  filled  through 
a  screening  process,  and  Richard  CLeary  was  hired  for 
tiie  position.  The  vacated  Captains  position  was  filled  by 
means  of  a  test  procedure,  with  Firefighter  Bernard 


Statistics 

Total  number  of  responses  were  as  follows: 


12/1/76- 

12/1/77- 

11/30/77 

11/30/78 

Residential  Fires 

31 

21 

Multiple  Dwelling  Fires 

9 

15 

Non-Residential  Assembly 

Fires 

0 

0 

Mercantile  Fires 

1 

0 

Manfacturing  Fires 

6 

1 

Storage  Fires 

0 

3 

Grass/Brush  Fires 

86 

46 

Miscellaneous 

42 

52 

Motor  Vehicle  Fires 

48 

43 

False  Alarms 

51 

44 

Accidental  Alarms 

72 

68 

Emergencies/Non-Medical 

39 

7 

Accidents 

71 

73 

Medical  Emergencies 

651 

631 

Investigations 

177 

175 

Special  Services 

184 

207 

Mutual  Aid  Dispatched 

20 

27 

Medical  Mutual  Aid 

0 

22 

Totals 

1488 

1435 

Fire  Loss  (Estimated) 
Building  and  12/1/76-11/30/77 
Contents  $213,616.00 
Vehicles  6,600.00 

Totals  $220,216.00 
Assessed  Value  of  Property 
Involved: 

Estimated  Damage  to  Property: 
Property  Value  Undamaged: 
Therefore 


12/1/77-11/30/78 

$  1,450.00 
55,100.00 
$146,550.00 

$1,154,880.00 
74,125.00 


$1,080,755.00 
Percent  of  Property  Damaged:       6.41  % 
Percent  of  Property  Undamaged:  93.59% 


Caouette  being  promoted  to  Captain.  Firefighter 
Caouettess  previous  position  was  filled  by  Brian  Richter. 

Incidentally,  it  should  be  pointed  out  that  eight 
members  of  the  department  took  the  examination  for 
Captain.  There  was  only  a  twelve  point  spread  between 
high  and  low  grades  on  the  written  portion  of  the 
examination,  and  a  six  point  spread  between  high  and 
low  grades  on  the  oral  portion. 

The  present  permanent  strength  of  the  Acton  Fire 
Dept.  remains  that  of  a  Chief,  4  Captains,  a  Lieutenant/ 
Fire  Prevention  Officer  and  28  firefighters.  The  call 
force  remains  at  its  authorized  strength  of  28  Call 
Firefighters  and  2  Call  Lieutenants. 
Fire  Prevention 

During  1978  there  were  three  hundred  and  fifty  six 
in-service  inspections  conducted  by  the  on-duty  force. 
This  number  of  inspections  represents  an  increase  over 
last  years  number  of  inspections,  however,  the  point  has 
not  been  reached  as  of  yet  where  each  business  is 
inspected  once  a  year.  A  total  of  ten  investigations 
were  done  by  the  Fire  Prevention  Bureau.  One  hundred 
and  fifty  nine  permits  were  issued  during  the  year. 

There  were  approximately  625  people,  mostly 
children,  who  visited  the  fire  stations  during  the  year. 

Training 

The  Training  Division  under  the  direction  of  the 
Training  Officer,  Captain  Bernard  Caouette  and  Assistant 
Training  Officer  Edward  Bennett  conducted  a  total  of 
2,280  hours  training  for  both  the  prmanent  and  call  force. 
Although  this  represents  an  increase  in  training  hours 
over  the  previous  year,  we  still  have  not  achieved  our 
goal  of  100  hours,  per  man,  per  year  for  training. 
Fire  Alarm 

The  Fire  Alarm  Division,  consisting  of  Captain 
Frost,  Fire  Alarm  Superintendent  and  Firefighters  Robert 
Wetherbee  and  George  Williams  continues  to  do  an 
excellent  job  of  maintaining  the  municipal  fire  alarm 
system.  Of  special  note,  during  this  past  year,  was  the 
fact  that  many  of  our  older  fire  alarm  boxes  were  replaced 
with  modem  equipment,  as  a  result  of  funds  obtained  for 
this  project  at  the  1978  Annual  Town  Meeting.  When  the 
project  is  completed,  the  fire  alarm  box  network  will  have 
the  latest  mechanisms  for  transmitting  alarms  through 
the  network  to  the  Fire  Alarm  Office. 
Emergency  Medical  Services 

The  Emergency  Medical  Services  Division  has 
continued  to  function  smoothly  and  provide  excellent 
service  for  the  residents  of  Acton,  and  others  passing 
through  the  Town.  Notes  and  compliments  on  the 
excellent  service  rendered  are  constantly  being  received 
from  persons  who  have  received  these  services,  as  well 
as  from  other  professional  medical  personnel  involved. 

The  majority  of  credit  for  the  success  of  this  service 
must  go  to  Firefighter  Malcolm  Perkins,  the  Emergency 
Medical  Services  Coordinator  as  well  as  Firefighter 
William  Primiano,  the  Emergency  Medical  Services 
Training  Coordinator. 
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Summary 

In  summary,  I  would  like  to  take  this  opportunity  to 
thank  both  the  Permanent  and  the  Call  Personnel  of  the 
Acton  Fire  Dept.  for  their  cooperation,  assistance, 
efficiency  and  professionalism  during  the  past  year.  Also, 
I  would  like  to  thank  all  the  other  Dept.  Heads,  Town 
Officials,  Town  and  Civic  Committees  with  which  I  have 
come  in  contact  with  in  the  past  year  for  their  cooperation 
and  assistance.  Last,  but  not  least,  I  would  like  to  thank 
the  Auxiliary  Fire  Dept.  of  the  Acton  Civil  Defense- for 
immeasurable  assistance  on  a  number  of  occasions 
dealing  not  only  with  emergency  situations  but  also 
special  service  activities. 


Permits  Issued 

12/1/76-11/30/77  12/1/77-11/30/78 


Oil  Burners  85  68 

Blasting  34  26 
Flammable 

Gas/Liquid  17  24 

Miscellaneous  — —  — ^l 

Totals  165  159 
Monies  Collected 

Permits  $  115.50 

Ambulacne  Receipts  $13,120.10 

Miscellaneous  Receipts  $  250.00 


Malcolm  S.  MacGregor 
Chief  of  Department 


§W|M«t  Rhode*  at  the  front  desk  coeaeaaalcatioa  center  of  th«  Police  Department. 
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Police  Department 


Personnel 

For  the  first  time  in  several  years  the  Police 
Department  is  operating  with  a  full  complement  of  men. 
Patrolman  Richard  Gervais  resigned  in  November  of  1978 
to  take  a  position  with  the  United  States  Postal 
Department.  Patrolman  Albert  Crowley,  Jr.  was 
appointed  to  fill  the  above  vacancy.  Due  to  Patrolman 
Crowley's  previous  training  and  experience,  the  Criminal 
Justice  Training  Council  has  agreed  to  accept  his 
qualifications  under  the  new  Police  Training  Law.  This 
eliminates  the  necessity  of  sending  him  to  the  State  Police 
Academy  for  the  required  three  months  training. 


Members  of  The  Acton  Police  Department 

•CHIEF  OF  POLICE* 
Chauncey  R.  Fenton,  Jr. 
•SERGEANTS* 


Robert  Rhodes 
JohnT.McNiff 


Bernard  Harrison 
William  Hayes 
Donald  Bresnick 
Brian  Goodman 
Lawrence  DuPont 
Charles  Coggins 
George  Dristilaris 
Calvin  O'Coin 
Thomas  Rogers 


George  Robinson 
Robert  P.  MacLeod 


Robert  L.  Parisi 
•PATROLMEN* 


Ronald  Johnson 
Dennis  Thompson 
Stephen  McCarthy 
Paul  McGovem 
PaulCogan 
Robert  Cowan 
Bruce  Nadeau 
Frank  Widmayer 
Richard  Jackson 


Albert  Crowley,  Jr. 
•DISPATCHERS* 


Phil  Harris 
John  MacLeod 

June  Carney 
Chris  Joyce 


•MATRONS* 


James  MacPadden 
Raymond  Grey 

Marjory  Davis 
Natacha  MacGregor 


•SECRETARY* 
June  Carney 

*  OPERATIONAL  ASSIGNMENTS  * 
WITHIN  DEPARTMENT 


Scheduling  Officer 
Department  Prosecutor 
Training  Officer 
EMT  Coordinator 
Safety  Officer 
Deptment  Photographer 
Department  Investigator 
Department  Investigator 
Ass't.  Firearm  Training  Officer 


Sergt.  Robert  Rhodes 
Sergt.  George  Robinson 
Sergt.  John  McNiff 
Sergt.  Robert  MacLeod 
Ptl.  Bernard  Harrison 
Ptl.  Donald  Bresnick 
Ptl.  Brian  Goodman 
Ptl.  Lawrence  DuPont 
Ptl.  George  Dristilaris 


Training  and  Education 

This  department  now  has  four  members  who  hold 
Bachelors  Degrees  in  Criminal  Law,  three  members  with 
Associate  Degrees,  two  of  these  three  will  obtain  their 
Bachelors  Degrees  in  June. 

Six  more  members  of  the  department  are  attending 
regular  courses  in  Criminal  Law  and  working  toward 
degrees. 

Patrolmen  Frank  Widmayer  and  Richard  Jackson 
completed  the  required  three  month  training  course  at  the 
State  Police  Academy  and  graduated  with  excellent 
grades. 

The  following  officers  were  assigned  to  attend 
courses  conducted  by  the  Criminal  Justice  Training 
Council  during  the  past  year. 
Sergt.  Robert  Khodes 


-Hostage  Control  and  Man- 
agement 

-Breathalyzer  Operation 
-Bomb  Incident  Handling 
-  Bomb  Incident  Handling 
-Breathalyzer  Operation 
-Stress  Control 
-Police  Officers  Rights 
-Child  Abuse  and  Neglect 
-Federal  Firearms  Instruc- 
tion Course 

-District   Attorney's  Drug 
Abuse  Course 
-Crime  Prevention  Officers 
Training 

-Juvenile  Delinquency 
-Stress  Control 
-Hostage  Control  and  Man- 
agement 

-Bomb  Incident  Handling 
-Bomb  Incident  Handling 
-Advanced  Arson  Course 
-Advanced  Arson  Course 
-State  Police  Photo  and 
Fingerprint  Identification 
School 

-Stress  Control 
-District  Attorney's  Drug 
Abuse  Course 
In  addition  to  the  above  listed  courses,  the 
department  training  officer,  Sergt.  John  McNiff  conducts 
training  sessions  covering  a  wide  range  of  police  related 
areas.  Not  the  least  of  which  is  the  yearly  qualification 
course  in  the  proper  use  and  handling  of  the  various 
firearms  under  the  control  of  the  department. 

Sergt.  McNiff  and  Patrolman  Dristilaris  are  both 
qualified  Firearms  Instructors,  having  completed  several 
training  sessions  conducted  by  the  F.  B.  I. 

Sergt.  George  Robinson,  the  Department  Prosecutor 
has  conducted  several  sessions  covering  report  writing 
and  proper  court  procedures. 


Ptl.  Thomas  Rogers 

Ptl.  Robert  Cowan 
Ptl.  Ronald  Johnson 
Sergt.  Robert  Parisi 
Ptl.  Paul  McGovem 

Ptl.  George  Dristilaris 


Ptl.  Charles  Coggins 


Sergt.  McNiff 


Ptl.  Donald  Bresnick 
Ptl.  Dennis  Thompson 
Inspec.  Lawrence  DuPont 
In  spec.  Brian  Goodman 


Sergt.  Robert  MacLeod 
Ptl.  Calvin  O'Coin 
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Recommendations 

Due  to  the  increase  in  complaints  from  residents 
concerning  the  actions  and  attitudes  of  persons  soliciting 
throughout  our  town,  I  have  recommended  that  the  Town 
of  Acton  accept  a  By-Law  which  regulates  solicitors 
and  canvassers. 

If  accepted,  this  By-Law  would  require  persons  to 
register  at  the  Police  Department  and  be  issued  a  formal 
identification  badge  which  would  be  displayed  in  plain 
sight  by  the  person  soliciting.  I  am  also  requesting 
an  amendment  to  the  Public  Drinking  By-Law,  due  to 
problems  with  court  cases  concerning  the  wording  of  our 
present  by-law,  which  mandates  that  a  police  officer 
must  actually  observe  a  person  in  the  act  of  drinking 
an  alcoholic  beverage  while  on  public  property.  Under 
the  proposed  amendment,  the  police  could  take 
appropriate  action  against  persons  with  open  containers 
of  alcoholic  beverage  on  public  property. 

In  order  to  continue  to  provide  minimum  police 
coverage  for  our  growing  community,  I  am  again 
requesting  additional  personnel  for  the  Police  Depart- 
ment. The  addition  of  one  new  patrolman  at  the  last 
annual  Town  Meeting,  was  a  step  in  the  right  direction. 
As  I  have  stated  before,  the  visibility  and  presence  of 


Crimes  or  Complaints  Reported 


TYPE  OF  CRIME 

1978 

1977 

Breaking  and  Entering 

171 

146 

Miscellaneous  Complaints 

165 

159 

Larceny 

784 

265 

Malicious  Damage 

254 

211 

Stolen  Motor  Vehicles 

102 

85 

Assault  and  Battery 

55 

51 

Stolen  Bicycles 

50 

49 

Armed  Robbery 

2 

5 

MA/  Violations  Resulting  in  Arrest 

205 

163 

Sex  Related  Crimes 

19 

25 

Narcotics 

24 

18 

Suicide 

1 

5 

Counterfeiting  and  or  Forging 

13 

5 

Missing  Persons 

17 

9 

Arson 

7 

7 

police  vehicles  has  a  positive  influence  in  holding  down 
the  crime  rate  and  keeping  petty  vandalism  to  a  minimum. 

In  view  of  the  present  and  projected  growth  in  both 
business  and  residential  areas,  police  coverage  will  be 
stretched  even  thinner  by  the  conclusion  of  fiscal 
1979/1980. 

Information  obtained  from  the  Acton  Planning  Board 
indicates  an  additional  513  units  of  housing  alone,  not  to 
mention  the  new  businesses  entering  the  community 
every  year. 

We  should  also  be  giving  some  serious  consideration 
to  future  expansion  of  the  Police  Station  building  and  the 
surrounding  area.  At  present  we  are  utilizing  every  square 
foot  of  property  owned  by  the  Town  of  Acton  at  the 
station  location.  The  land  in  that  area  is  now  available 
and  is  for  sale  by  the  present  owner.  If  this  property 
should  be  sold  for  housing  construction,  it  would  restrict 
future  expansion  of  the  present  police  facility. 

I  take  this  opportunity  to  extend  my  thanks  to  all 
Town  Administrators,  Department  Heads,  Police  Depart- 
ment Personnel,  Town  Boards  and  Committees,  Acton 
Citizens  and  all  others  who  assisted  our  department  in 
various  ways  during  the  past  year. 

Chauncey  R.  Fen  ton,  Jr. 
  Chief  of  Police 


Motor  Vehicles  Statistics 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents  Covered  by  Department  539 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents  with  Personal  Injury  128 

Bicycle  Fatals  0 

Bicycle  Accidents  with  Personal  Injury  7 

Pedestrian  Accidents/Fatal  1 

Pedestrian  Accidents/Personal  Injury  4 

Motor  Vehicle/Fatals  1 

Motorcycle  Accidents/Fatal  0 

Motocycle  Accidents/Personal  Injury  4 

Fire  Alarms  Responded  To  804 

Escorts  (Banks  &  Businesses)  373 

Miscellaneous  Statistics 

Protective  Custody  Detentions  322 

Emergency  Runs  631 

Traffic  Violations  (citation  issued)  1 154 

Summons  Served  within  Town  544 

Summons  Served  out  of  Town  1044 


BOARD  OF  HEALTH 


The  Board  of  Health  provides  a  number  of  services 
to  residents  of  the  town  in  the  area  of  preventive 
medicine,  and  performs  follow-up  home  visits  in  cases  of 
communicable  disease.  It  licenses  Day  Care  Centers  and 

examines  tho  he?'f^  r<>nor  \  '  '  — 

children,  holds  monthly  Well  senior  clinics  at  the  benior 
Drop-In  Center  at  the  West  Acton  Baptist  Church,  and 
holds  blood  pressure  clinics  twice  a  year  at  other  locations 


or  by  appointment  during  the  workday.  It  also 
administers  the  Well  Child  Clinic,  which  provides 
immunizations  and  routine  physical  examinations  for 
healthy  children  from  newborn  through  the  preschool 
physical.  On  family  request  or  by  hospital  referral,  home 
visits  are  made  to  newborn  infants  and  mothers  to  help 
the  family  learn  maternal  and  child  health  care.  Free 
Tuburculin  testing  is  performed  on  request  for  residents, 
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those  employed  in  town,  and  school  volunteers;  lead 
poison  screening  of  children  (blood  test)  also  is  available 
on  request. 

In  addition  to  providing  the  town  with  the  above 
publicly  funded  services,  the  same  staff  provides  other 
in-home  health-related  services  for  a  fee  through  the 
state-certified  Public  Health  Nursing  Services.  Fees  are 
often  paid  through  insurance,  Medicare  or  Medicaid  for 
such  physician  supervised  services  as  physical  therapy, 
skilled  nursing  services  such  as  dressings,  injections,  etc., 
and  basic  personal  care  provided  by  Home  Health  Aides. 
The  services  of  a  Social  Worker,  under  contract  from 
Emerson  Hospital,  are  also  available. 

Further  details  of  these  and  other  services  may  be 
found  in  the  sections  which  follow. 

This  past  year  there  have  been  over  2,200 
environmental  inspections.  This  department  was  able  to 
handle  this  number  of  inspections  due  to  the  addition  of 
a  CETA  employee,  Mr.  Martinson,  starting  February 
1978.  Unfortunately,  the  position  only  runs  for  one  year 
and  the  Federal  Government  has  recently  put  a  freeze  on 
filling  vacancies.  Therefore  as  the  Town  Report  goes  to 
press,  Mr.  Martinson  will  be  leaving  our  employment. 

The  Board  and  1  would  like  to  take  this  opportunity 
to  thank  Edwin  Richter  for  his  tremendous  contributions 
of  time  and  knowledge  that  he  gave  to  the  Board  of 
Health  over  the  years.  Ed  decided  after  nine  years  on  the 
Board  of  Health  not  to  accept  another  three  year 
appointment. 

Ed's  position  was  recently  filled  by  Mr.  Louis 
Beauregard.  The  other  Board  members  and  I  are  looking 
forward  to  working  with  Lou. 

I  would  like  to  thank  the  Board  and  the  staff  for  their 
support  and  guidance  throughout  the  year,  as  well  as 
personnel  from  the  Highway,  Engineering  and  Building 
Department's  for  their  cooperation  on  many  joint  projects. 

The  following  is  a  summation  of  the  activities  and 
services  for  1978. 
Rabies  Clinic 

The  Acton  Board  of  Health  holds  a  rabies 
immunization  clinic  in  late  March  or  early  April  of  each 
year  for  all  dogs  six  months  of  age  or  over.  Under 
Massachusetts  Law,  every  dog  must  be  immunized  once 
every  two  years. 

Mosquito  Control  Program 

The  control  consisted  of  four  foggings  of  the  Town 
by  Ultra-Low-Volume  apparatus  for  the  control  of  adult, 
mosquitoes.  Malathion  is  the  pesticide  used  to 
accomplish  this  purpose. 

Board  of  Health  summer  personnel  did  the  majority 
ot  the  fogging  in  the  Town,  along  with  personnel  of  the 
Central  Massachusetts  Mosquito  Control  Project. 

Source  reduction  work  in  the  form  of  stream,  ditch, 
and  drain  cleaning  and  clearing  was  done  by  both  the 
Control  Project  and  Board  of  Health  employees. 
Septic  Tank  Care 

All  residents  in  the  Town  of  Acton  are  reminded  of 
their  responsibility  to  maintain  their  septic  tanks  and 
underground  leachirjg  areas. 


A  septic  tank  system  will  serve  a  home  satisfactorily 
only  if  it  is  properly  located,  designed,  constructed  and 
adequately  maintained.  Even  a  good  system  which  does 
not  have  proper  care  and  attention  may  become  a 
nuisance  and  a  burdensome  expense. 

Neglect  of  the  septic  tank  is  the  most  frequent 
cause  of  damage  to  the  leaching  system.  When  the  tank 
is  not  cleaned,  solids  build  up  until  they  are  carried  into 
the  underground  leaching  system  where  they  block  the 
flow  of  the  liquid  into  the  soil.  When  this  happens,  the 
leaching  system  must  be  rebuilt  or  relocated- -a  costly 
undertaking.  The  precautions  of  periodic  inspection  and 
cleaning  of  the  septic  tank  can  prevent  this  needless 
expense  and  work  by  extending  the  life  of  the  leaching 
systems. 


Communicable  Diseases  Reported  for  1978: 


Animal  Bites  16  Measles  8 

Chicken  Pox  25  Salmonella  4 

German  Measles  0  Syphillis  0 

Gonorrhea  5  Amebic  Dysentery  0 

Mumps  0  Meningitis  0 

Strep  1  Hepatitis  0 

Shigella  4  Tuberculosis  0 


Chapter  111,  Section  111  of  the  General  Laws, 
Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  requires  that  all 
communicable  diseases  must  be  reported  to  the  Board 


of  Health,  263-4736. 

Permits  and  Licenses  Issued: 

Installers  Permits  28 

Sewerage  Disposal  Permits  71 

Food  Establishments  41 

Temporary  Food  Establishments  1 2 

Frozen  Dessert  3 

Retail  Food  Establishments  29 

Sundaries  7 

Milk  and  Cream  Licenses  51 

Mobile  Food  Server  Permits  5 

Offal  Transport  8 

Commercial  Haulers  Permit  12 

Public  and  Semi-Public  Swimming  Facilities  20 

Sewerage  Transporter  Permits  14 

Burial  or  Removal  Permits  60 

Plumbing  Permits  221 

Gas  Permits  146 

Privie  Permits  2 

Total  Collected  Miscellaneous  Items: 

Plumbing  Permits  $  2,477.50 

Gas  Permits  1,372.00 

Sewerage  Permits  -  New  -  71  4,751 .00 
repair  -  49 

Miscellaneous  3,921.02 


12,521.52 

Sewer  connections  21 
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The  frequency  of  cleaning  depends  on  the  size  of  the 
septic  tank  and  the  number  of  people  it  serves.  A  garbage 
grinder  should  not  be  used  unless  approved  by  the  Board 
of  Health.  With  ordinary  use  and  care,  a  septic  tank 
usually  requires  cleaning  every  two  years.  When  the  total 
depth  of  scums  and  solids  at  the  inlet  exceeds  one-third 
of  the  liquid  depth  of  the  tank,  the  tank  should  be  cleaned. 
The  accumulated  solids  are  ordinarily  pumped  out  by 
companies  which  do  this  work  satisfactorily.  The  solids 
removed  should  be  buried  or  disposed  in  a  manner 
approved  by  your  local  Health  Department  to  avoid 
obnoxious  odors  and  health  hazards.  There  are  no 
chemicals,  yeasts,  bacteria,  enzymes,  or  other  substances 
capable  of  eliminating  or  reducing  the  solids  and  scum  in 
a  septic  tank  so  that  periodic  cleaning  by  the  homeowner 
is  unnecessary.  Contrary  to  some  beliefs,  the  addition  of 
such  products  is  not  necessary  for  the  proper  functioning 
of  a  septic  tank  disposal  system  and  can  be  harmful  to 
the  leaching  held. 
Garbage  Collection 

The  Town  of  Acton  maintains  a  municipal  garbage 
collection  and  is  based  on  a  once-a-week  collection.  All 
garbage  must  be  stored  in  a  place  convenient  for  removal. 


Garbage  collectors  are  not  allowed  to  enter  any  building, 
breezeway,  garage,  etc.,  to  pick  up  garbage;  garbage  cans 
should  be  of  adequate  size  and  have  tight  lids.  Paper 
bags,  paper  wrapping  or  other  trash  shall  not  be  deposited 
with  edible  garbage.  Paths  and  garbage  pail  areas  must 
be  free  of  ice  and  snow  and  paths  sanded  for  safe  footing. 
All  garbage  complaints  should  be  directed  to  the 
contractor  at  369-7541.  If  you  do  not  have  satisfaction 
after  contacting  the  contractor,  call  the  Board  of  Health  at 
263-4736  and  we  will  try  to  remedy  the  situation.  Please 
contact  the  Board  of  Health  to  begin  this  service. 
Sanitary  Landfill 

The  Town  of  Acton  maintains  a  sanitary  landfill  for 
rubbish  and  trash  disposal.  It  is  located  on  Route  2  just 
West  of  Hosmer  Street  and  it  is  open  six  days  a  week 
from  8:00  a.m.  to  3:45  p.m.  and  closed  Sundays  and 
Holidays.  (Check  schedule  posted  at  entrance  for 
summer  hours.) 
Day  Care  Services 

The  Acton  Board  of  Health  has  again  become  the 
licensing  agency  for  these  services.  If  you  have  any 
questions  regarding  Day  Care,  call  263-4736. 


ACTON 
PUBLIC  HEALTH 
NURSING  SERVICE 


The  Acton  Public  Health  Nursing  Service,  a  certified 
Home  Health  Agency,  provides  skilled  nursing  in  the 
community  on  a  part-time  basis  in  the  home  and  performs 
nursing  responsibilities  of  the  Board  of  Health. 

The  Public  Health  Nurse's  services  are  available  to  all 
Acton  residents  under  supervision  of  the  individual's 
physician.  These  services  include:  dressings,  injections, 
monitoring  cardiac  patients,  drawing  of  blood  specimens 
for  laboratory  tests,  diabetic  teaching,  guidance  and 
support  of  mothers  and  newborns,  teaching  and 
rehabilitation  of  the  patient  recuperating  at  home, 
teaching  the  family  to  care  for  a  person  in  the  home, 
evaluation  and  referral  of  clients  to  other  recources. 

The  elderly,  the  sick,  the  convalescent  or 
handicapped  who  remain  at  home  or  return  home  early 
from  another  facility  are  afforded  skilled  care  while 
living  close  to  their  family  and  friends. 

The  Acton  Public  Health  Nursing  Service,  through 
contract  with  the  Physical  Therapy  Department  at 
Emerson  Hospital,  will  provide,  with  orders  from  a 
physician,  evaluation,  therapy,  and  teaching  in  the  home 
for  a  homebound  or  recuperating  person. 

A  Medical  Social  Worker  is  available,  part-time,  to 
patients  and  their  families  served  by  the  agency  for  home 
visits  and  consultation. 

Home  Health  Aides  assist  the  Public  Health  Nurse 
by  performing  unskilled  services  such  as  baths,  shampoos 
and  meal  preparation. 


To  support  these  services,  there  is  a  charge  for  home 
visits.  Many  of  the  visits  and  services  are  fully  or  partially 
covered  by  Medicare,  Medicaid,  Blue  Cross,  Veterans 
Services,  or  private  insurance  policies.  The  nurse  will 
assist  the  client  in  obtaining  financial  coverage.  No  one 
is  refused  service  solely  on  his  inability  to  pay. 

Fiscal  year  July  1, 1977  to  June  30, 1978 

2029  Nursing  visits.    1254  visits  to  persons  over  65 
170  Individuals  received  nursing  visits 
12  Physical  therapy  visits  to  17  patients 
19  Social  service  home  visits  and  153  consultations 

to  12  patients 
608  Home  Health  Aide  visits  to  24  patients 

Fees  Collected 
(Fiscal-July  1, 1977  to  Jane  30, 1978) 

Cash  $  5,053.61 

Medicare  19,318.77 

Blue  Cross  1,308.99 

Medicaid  (welfare)  4,210.15 

Veterans  Services  1,726.26 

Total  31,617.67 

The  Board  of  Health  nursing  programs  and  activities 
are  Town  supported  in  the  areas  of  Communicable 
Disease  Control,  Maternal  and  Child  Health,  Immuniza- 
tion and  Screening,  Lead  Poisoning  Screening,  Nursery 
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and  Day  Care  Center  licensing.  The  emphasis  is  on 
prevention,  early  detection  and  education. 

Communicable  Disease  Control  involves  home  visits 
and  follow-up  to  report  cases  of  Hepatitis,  Salmonella 
and  Tuberculosis.  The  nurse  assists  the  family  in  under- 
standing and  controlling  of  the  disease  while  determining 
the  source  of  infection. 

Immunization  and  screening  programs  are  available 
for  education  and  prevention  of  disease. 

1 .  Tuberculin  testing:  ongoing  program  to  any  resident, 
Town  employees,  teachers,  nursery  school  volunteers 
or  business  establishments  requesting  a  program. 

2.  Lead  screening:  ongoing  program  to  all  residents, 
preschool  are  recommended  especially  in  the  Falll. 

3.  Blood  pressure  and  diabetic  screening  clinics  two 
times  a  year. 

4.  Well  Senior's  Clinic:  (every  month  at  the  Drop-In 
Center,  West  Acton  Baptist  Church) 

Individuals:  116 

Referred  for  medical  follow-up:  6 

Average  attendance  at  clinic:  42 

5.  Influenza  vaccine  for  Town  employees  and  senior 
citizens  in  the  Fall. 

6.  Deptheria  Tetanus  Booster  Program  for  ninth  grade 
students. 

7.  Measles  and  Measles,  Mumps  and  Rubella  clinic: 
assisted  school  nurses  in  recommended  Massachusetts 
Department  of  Public  Health  program. 

8.  Well  Child  Clinic:   (once  a  month  third  Wednesday) 

Children  85 
Families  62 
Total  visits  153 

Maternal  and  Child  Health 

The  nursing  staff  makes  visits  to  premature  infants 
in  the  home,  and  to  all  mothers  who  request  the  service 


Conrad  Stuntz 


on  whom  a  physician's  referral  is  sent.  In  1977-1978,  16 
visits  to  premature  infants  were  made. 

The  Well  Child  Clinic  was  established  to  meet  the 
needs  for  preventive  health  services  to  infants  and 
preschool  Acton  residents.  The  clinic  is  under  the 
supervision  of  the  Acton  Public  Health  Nurses,  and  Gene 
Swartz,  M.D.,  Medical  Advisor  to  the  Board  of  Health. 
The  clinic  is  staffed  by  Ellen  Bell,  M.D.  and  Ray  Tripp, 
M.D.,  Pediatricians,  on  a  rotating  basis.  Routine  physical 
examinations  and  immunizations  are  given. 

Your  nurses  have  been  involved  in  the  following 
agencies  and  resources: 

Welfare   Secretary   to  Acton's   Salvation  Army 

Committee 
Acton  Boxborough  School  Health  Program 
Adult  Education  -  Acton  Boxborough  High  School 
Alcoholics  Unit,  Middlesex  County  Hospital 
Girl  Scouts,  Boy  Scouts,  Cub  Scouts,  and  Bluebirds 
Wheel-A-Meal 
Council  on  Aging 

Minuteman  Home  Care  Corporation 

Drop-In  Center 

Senior  Citizens 

Whitney  Fund 

Whit  Fund  Committee 

Nursery  Schools 

Church  Schools  and  Clergy 

C.O.P.E. 

Concord  Welfare  Department 
Lead  Poisoning  Prevention  Program 
American  Heart  Association 
Beacon  Santa 

Middlesex  Community  College 
(Fore  educational  credits) 
After  Care  Mental  Health 
American  Cancer  Society 
Concord  Family  Service 
LeI-eche  League 

Future  Health  Planning 

1 .  Continue  Well  Child  Clinics . 

2.  Blood  Pressure  and  Diabetic  Screening  on  regular 
schedule  for  early  detection  of  Hypertension. 

3.  Support  Glaucoma  Screening  and  research  by  Acton 
Lion's  Club 

4.  Support  resumption  of  Lion's  Lazy  Eye  Screening 
Clinics. 

5.  Continue  Lead  Screening  for  young  children. 

6.  Case  finding  for  aged,  shut-in,  who  may  need  assist- 
ance obtaining  medical  supervision. 

7.  Well  Senior's  Clinic  -  continue  monthly  with  programs 
to  meet  senior's  medical  needs. 

8.  Tuberculin  testing  for  residents  who  desire  this 
service,  especially  those  who  are  teachers  and 
volunteers  working  with  children. 

All  Acton  Board  of  Health  programs  are  directed 
toward  education  and  early  detection  with  appropriate 
referrals  for  particular  health  needs. 
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WALDEN  GUIDANCE 
ASSOCIATION 

(Mental  Health  Services) 


The  Waldcn  Guidance  Association  (WGA)  functions 
as  the  governing  organization  for  its  two  mental  health 
service  units,  the  Eliot  Clinic  and  the  Eliot  Day  Center. 
Eliot  Clinic 

The  Eliot  Clinic  of  the  Walden  Guidance  Association, 
is  the  out-patient  facility  of  the  Concord  Area 
Comprehensive  Mental  Health  Center,  which  serves  ten 
area  communities. 

The  Clinic  offers  services  to  residents  in  the  area,  re- 
gardless of  their  ability  to  pay,  their  age  or  sex. 

Services  provided  by  the  Eliot  Clinic  include: 

1 .  Intake,  referral,  and  information  services. 

2.  Evaluation  and  treatment  services  for  individuals 
groups,  and  families. 

3.  Consultation  and  education  services  to  schools, 
legal  and  community  organizations. 

4.  A  Therapeutic  Preschool  program. 

5.  The  Children's  Day  Treatment  Service. 

6.  Mental  retardation  services. 

7.  Volunteer  services. 

The  Clinic  is  open  Monday  -  Thursday  from  8:30 
a.m.  -  9:00  p.m.  and  Friday  from  8:00  a.m.  -  5:00  p.m. 
Fees  are  based  on  a  sliding  scale,  depending  on  a  families' 
ability  to  pay,  and  the  Clinic  is  eligible  for  third  party 
payments,  including  CHAMPUS  and  Medicaid.  There 
are  no  specific  "pre-admission"  requirements,  nor  is  there 
generally  a  formal  waiting  list. 
Eliot  Day  Center 

The  Eliot  Day  Center,  the  partial  hospitalization  unit 
of  the  Walden  Guidance  Association,  provides  full 
daytime  comprehensive  services  for  a  wide  range  of 
mental  health  problems.  It  is  located  in  the  Community 
Agencies  Building  of  'Emerson  Hospital.  It  is  a 
psychiatric  day  hospital  or  "day  treatment"  facility  that 


serves  the  residents  of  ten  area  towns.  It  is  staffed  by 
graduate  level  mental  health  professionals  and  trainees 
who  work  alongside  Mental  Health  Center  staff  or  other 
community  professionals  in  psychiatry,  psychology, 
social  work,  medicine,  pastoral  counseling  and  other 
human  services. 

If  anyone  is  interested  in  these  services  or  wants  to 
obtain  further  information,  please  call  Walden  Guidance 
Association  at  369-1113. 

Leslie  Brody 
Executive  Director 


We  wish  to  thank  those  physicians,  service 
organizations,  and  volunteers  who  have  given  so  much 
of  themselves  to  support  our  programs  and  services. 
Thanks  to  the  local  newspapers  who  carry  out  our  press 
releases  at  no  cost  to  the  Town  and  the  Adult  Education 
Director  who  always  finds  more  space  to  include  our 
releases. 

A  thank  you  to  Mr.  Farrell,  the  Board  of  Selectmen, 
the  Acton  Board  of  Health  and  the  members  of  the 
Professional  Advisory  Committee. 

Rosemarie  Durkin,  R.N.  Florence  M.  Ross,  R.N. 

Town  Nurse  Senior  Town  Nurse 


Cynthia  C.  Proctor,  R.N. 
Supervisor 

Karen  A.  Callahan 
Secretary 


Catherine  MasLanka,  R.N. 

Town  Nurse 


Building  Department 


The  building  Department  interprets,  administers 
and  enforces  the  State  Building  Code  and  applicable 
statutes,  the  town  of  Acton  Protective  Zoning  Bylaw,  the 
Earth  Removal  Bylaw,  The  Flood  Plain  Bylaw  and  Sign 
Bylaw.  It  also  supervises  maintenance,  repair  and 
renovation  of  municipal  buildings  and  structures.  In 
performing  these  duties  it  supervises  building  custodial 
employees,  and  issues  permits  for  construction, 
alteration,  repair,  demolition,  removal,  installation  of 
equipment  in,  and  the  location,  use,  occupancy  and 
maintenance  of  all  buildings  and  structures  in  the  town  ot 
Acton.  It  also  examines  arid  approves  plans  and 
specifications,  and  inspects  work  for  which  a  permit  has 
been  issued  including  the  determination  as  to  ac- 


ceptability of  proposed  methods  and  material  to  be  used. 
It  periodically  inspects  places  of  assembly,  schools, 
restaurants,  lodging  houses,  boarding  houses,  apartment 
houses  and  multifamily  dwellings  of  three  families  or  more 
and  issues  certificates  of  inspection.  It  also  examines 
plans  for  land  use  and  building  use,  and  conducts 
occupancy  and  held  inspections. 

Last  year  this  department  reported  apparent 
improvement  in  the  local  economy  following  a  low  point 
in  the  number  of  single-family  dwelling  starts  in  1974. 
As  we  close  our  records  on  1978,  several  outstanding 
statistics  indicate  that  Acton  is  growing  at  an  exceptional 
rate.  The  direction  of  this  growth,  however,  has  swung 
from  residential  to  commercial  and  industrial  develop- 
ment. 
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In  1978,  building  permits  were  issued  for 
$13,460,000.00  worth  of  construction  ...  the  highest 
volume  in  the  history  of  Acton.  This  construction 
included  such  major  projects  as  173  multiple-family 
dwelling  units  at  Nagog  Woods,  a  million-dollar  corporate 
office  facility  for  Acton  Corporation,  72,000  sq.  ft.  of 
new  manufacturing  plant  for  W.  R.  Grace  &  Co.  and  68 
low  income,  elderly  housing  units  for  the  Housing 
Authority.  Construction  in  this  record-breaking  year 
exceeded  calendar  year  1977  by  88%  and  represented 
a  206%  increase  over  the  total  construction  in  1976. 

Building  permits  issued  for  all  types  of  construction 
have  averaged  289  per  year  since  1970.  A  near  record 
of  361  permits  were  issued  in  1978  ...  72  more  than  the 
average.  These  permits  generated  $36,445.00  in  fees  for 
the  Town.  (This  figure  does  not  include  the  estimated 
building  permit  fee  of  $5,500.00  for  the  Housing 
Authority's  elderly  housing  project  which  was  waived 
by  the  Board  of  Selectmen.)  The  total  of  all  types  of  fees 
colected  by  the  Building  Dept.  during  1978  was 
$37,655.00  with  these  monies  being  turned  into  the 
General  Fund  to  offset  the  tax  rate. 

The  Building  Dept.  regrets  the  loss  of  the  services 
of  W.  B.  Tobin  in  June  of  1978.  Bill  left  us  to  pursue 
a  career  in  private  construction.  Although  we  were  sorry 
to  lose  an  employee  of  Bill's  caliber  we  were  most  for- 
tunate to  find  a  replacement  who  brings  exceptional 


qualifications  and  talents  of  his  own  to  the  position  of 
Local  Inspector.  Michael  Butler,  our  new  Local  Inspector, 
is  a  graduate  of  Catholic  University  of  America  where  he 
received  formal  training  in  architecture  and  civil 
engineering.  Seven  years  of  "hands  on"  construction 
experience  coupled  with  Mike's  formal  education  and  his 
inherent  understanding  of  building  code  technology  has 
made  him  an  immediate  asset  to  the  Building  Dept.  and 
the  Town  of  Acton.  We  look  forward  to  a  long  and 
productive  association  with  Mike. 

The  State  Building  Code  Commission  undertook  a 
rewrite  of  the  State  Building  Code  this  year  and  your 
Building  Commissioner  was  honored  with  an  invitation 
to  serve  on  the  advisory  committee  for  Article  1,  the 
aclministrative  portion  of  the  code.  Although  the  code  is 
cumbersome  and  subject  to  much  criticism,  I  was  pleased 
to  have  the  unique  opportunity  of  working  in  a  productive 
capacity  to  help  resolve  problems  encounted  by  code 
enforcement  officials  and  contractors  alike.  Through 
involvement  of  this  nature  the  municipalities  of  the 
Commonwealth  are  represented  at  the  State  level  and  the 
State  Building  Code  retains  a  proper  perspective  of 
construction  problems  and  attitudes  in  towns  such  as 
Acton. 

Don  P.  Johnson 
Building  Commissioner 


Leigh  Bintllff  straggles  through  waist-high  snow  to  reach  the  pay  phone  at  Kelly's  Corner  Immediately 
after  The  Blizzard  to  see  if  her  flight  from  Hartford,  CT  to  New  York  City  had  been  cancelled.  She  and  a 
girlfriend  had  been  trying  to  get  out  of  Acton  to  the  Bahamas  for  two  days. 


48 

Acton 
Civil  Defense  Agency 


The  Acton  Civil  Defense  Agency  consists  of  several 
distinct  all-volunteer  units  which  respond  with  assistance 
in  the  event  of  natural  or  man-made  disasters.  The  CD 
Communication  Team,  Search  and  Rescue  Explorer  Post 
*7,  Auxiliary  Fire  Department  and  Auxiliary  Police  from 
part  of  a  mutual  assistance  network  involving  groups  at 
the  local,  state  and  national  levels.  The  Agency 
participates  in  surveying  damage  when  disasters  strike, 
determining  the  necessary  response  (such  as  the  need  for 
outside  assistance),  coordinating  assistance  efforts,  and 
keeping  public  officials  at  all  levels  informed  during 
emergency  periods. 

In  1978  the  Civil  Defense  Agency  continued  to  grow. 
All  Units  met  or  surpassed  their  munimum  readiness 
requirements  by  going  through  intensive  and  indepth 
training  to  keep  up  with  new  procedures  and  regulations. 
Constant  training  is  a  vital  factor  in  this  organization. 

The  year  1978  will  long  be  remembered  by  all  the 
countless  hours  volunteered  and  the  devotion  to  duty 
shown  by  so  many.  A  great  deal  of  thanks  must  go  to  the 
volunteers  who  offered  the  service  of  their  4-wheel 
vehicles,  snowmobiles,  etc.  during  the  "Great  Blizzard". 

We  will  continue  to  progress  during  1979.  We  plan 
to  start  an  underwater  team  which  should  be  kept  quite 
busy  with  mutual  assistance  calls  as  well  as  local  needs. 
We  also  intend  to  expand  our  medical  program,  and  to  set 


up  a  CB  React  program  in  Acton  to  provide  up-to-date 
field  reports  on  conditions  during  emergencies  by  use  of 
Citizen's  Band  radio. 

The  continued  cooperation  and  assistance  of  all 
Town  departments  is  greatly  apperciated. 

The  following  Unit  reports  will  show  you  how  active 
your  Civil  Defense  groups  are. 

Donald  Macaulay 
Director 

Communication  Unit 

For  the  first  time  in  recent  years,  the  Action  CD 
Communication  team  provided  essential  links  to  Area 
Civil  Defense  Headquarters  and  handled  a  number  of 
messages  when  normal  methods  failed.  From  Monday 
night  of  the  "Blizzard  of  78"  through  the  following 
Saturday  night,  Acton's  Civil  Defense  Headquarters 
maintained  continuous  communication  throughout  the 
community  and  the  eastern  sector  of  the  state. 

In  response  to  a  request  from  Emerson  Hospital,  we 
were  instrumental  in  arranging  a  much  needed  delivery 
of  milk  and  juice  by  the  National  Guard  from  Boston. 
Countless  messages  were  originated  and  relayed 
concerning  the  accessible  routes  for  travel  to  health  care 
facilities  and  hospitals  in  Greater  Boston  by  area  nurses 
and  doctors.  Several  people  who  started  en  route  to  their 
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homes  in  the  devastated  areas  of  Quincy  and  Scituate 
were  able  to  continue  their  trips  after  determining  through 
amateur  Radio  Operators  and  Civil  Defense  alternate 
routes  for  travel.  Acton  CD  radio  operators  received 
Certificates  of  Outstanding  Service  for  their  participation 
during  the  blizzard  from  the  American  Radio  League 
Headquarters  in  Connecticut. 

We  acknowledge  and  gratefully  appreciate  the  gift 
of  a  hand-held  two-way  radio  from  the  estate  of  radio 
amateur  Herbert  Stuart,  W1SZV.  This  unit  was  put  to 
good  use  providing  communication  between  search  teams 
and  the  Command  Post  in  Webster,  Mass  during  the 
search  for  a  missing  four  year  old  boy.  This  search, 
reported  to  have  been  the  largest  ever  in  the  state, 
involved  hundreds  of  radio  amateurs  and  thousands  of 
volunteers  from  all  over  New  England. 

An  outgrowth  of  our  activities  has  been  the  creation 
of  the  Acton/Boxborough  Radio  Club  which  will  hope- 
fully provide  an  abundance  of  skilled  radio  amateurs  and 
equipment  available  for  future  emergencies.  Interested 
radio  operators  desiring  to  become  involved  in  Acton's 
CD  Communication  Team  should  contact  either  of  the 
following: 

Ronald  Rosenthal,  WA1MUF 
Radio  Officer 
Richard  E.  Wright,  WLUC 
Emergency  Coordinator 

Search  and  Rescue  Explorer 
Post  #7 

"Our  Best  Today  .  .  .  For  a  Better  Tomorrow"  is  the 
motto  for  Acton  Search  and  Rescue  Explorer  Post  *7's 
group  of  young  adults  who  want  part  of  the  "action"  and 
who  want  to  be  there  the  action  is.  The  Post  is  a 
division  of  the  Boy  Scouts  of  America  and  is  sponsored 
by  the  Acton  Lions  Club,  supporting  itself  through  various 
fundraising  activities. 

Our  twenty-four  members  have  completed  a 
Standard  First  Aid  course,  CPR,  and  First  Reponder 
Courses.  CODE  and  AA  courses  were  held,  and  planned 
for  the  future  are  courses  on  drug  abuse  and  National 
Disaster  Control.  Our  First  Aid  duty  consisted  of  helping 
with  the  Twin  Rivers  District  Camporee,  N.V.C., 
Scouting  U.S.A.;  Thunderbird  District  Camporee, 
N.V.C.,  Scouting  U.S.A.;  Cub  Scout  Camporee;  Council 
Show,  and  other  activities  for  the  Nashua  Valley  Council, 
Scouting,  U.S.A.  The  Issac  Davis  Camporee  gave  a 
mixture  of  duties  from  First  Aid  to  registration,  Set-up  and 
Take-down,  and  Internal  Security  to  giving  our  sponsors, 
the  Acton  Lions  Club,  a  helping  hand  in  the  refreshment 
trailer. 

The  last  five  years  have  found  us  participating  in  the 
Acton  Memorial  Day  Parade,  Acton  Town  Fair  with  game 
booth  for  fundraising,  performing  First  Aid,  and  traffic 
and  parking  control.  July  4th  again  found  us  doing  traffic 
and  parking  control  as  well  as  First  Aid.  Holloween  and 
Mischief  Night  found  us  on  patrol  duty  with  other  Civil 
Defense  personnel. 


The  Yuletide  brought  our  Post  to  the  Maynard 
Christmas  parade  where  we  participated  in  building  the 
float  that  won  first  place  in  the  Religious  Theme  and 
served  hot  cocoa  to  all  those  who  participated. 

This  past  year  was  our  first  attempt  to  really  help 
our  Senior  Citizens,  and  we  started  by  shoveling  a  snow 
path  from  their  door  to  the  roadway.  Little  did  we  know 
that  our  first  year  would  have  some  REAL  TRAINING  . . . 
after  the  BLIZZARD  OF  78  hit!!  Our  advisors  called  us 
out  to  help  Acton  Civil  Defense  team,  which  we  are  a  part 
of.  We  were  on  call  for  Search  and  Rescue  work,  did 
emergency  transportation  for  hospital  personnel,  emergency 
aid  of  food  and  medical  supplies  to  citizens  of  Acton,  aid 
to  the  CD  Director  in  various  tasks  from  answering 
telephones  to  cooking  and  helping  to  monitor  Ham 
Radios.  We  started  the  clothing  drive  at  Blanchard 
Auditorium  for  towns  hit  hardest  by  the  storm  and  we 
also  shoveled,  and  shoveled,  and  shoveled  fire  hydrants 
and  our  Senior  Citizens. 

Spring  brought  our  Second  annual  fund  raising  event 
which  is  a  ROCK-A-THON!  We  rocked  in  rocking  chairs 
for  24  hours  to  raise  money  to  help  complete  our  Posf  s 
Search  and  Rescue  Vehicle.  We  raised  $500.00  for  our 
efforts  and  had  a  great  time  too.  Waldo  Pepper  Day 
found  us  doing  parking,  traffic  control  and  First  Aid;  this 
was  new  for  us  this  year  and  we  were  glad  to  help  out. 
Our  participation  in  the  Memorial  Day  Parade  has  been 
five  years  now  and  our  Senior  who  plan  on  moving  up 
into  the  world  of  college  or  business  know  this  is  their 
last  parade;  therefore,  it  touches  all  of  us  deeply. 

We  feel  this  is  an  outstanding  group  of  young  adults, 
aged  fifteen  to  twenty-one,  and  one  of  the  finest  groups 
we  have  had  the  pleasure  to  work  with  these  past  five 
years. 

Mr.  Donald  W.  Macaulay 
Mrs.  Connie  Sue  Ingram 
Advisors 


Auxiliary  Fire  Department 

The  year  1978  was  another  productive  one  for 
Auxialiary  Fire  Department.  Our  year's  work  began  with 
THE  BLIZZARD  in  February.  The  Auxiliary  provided  its 
services  round  the  clock  starting  at  6  PM  Monday  and 
continued  them  through  Saturday  evening.  We  were 
called  upon  to  provide  transportation  for  staff  members 
to  local  health  care  facilities.  The  Auxiliary  also  assisted 
Explorer  Post  #7  with  snow  shoveling  for  elderly  citizens. 
Our  members  also  manned  two  snowmobiles  during  the 
storm  for  emergency  services.  After  a  week  of  long  hours 
and  hard  work,  the  members  were  rewarded  with  the 
feeling  of  a  job  well  done. 

In  early  spring,  the  Auxiliary,  with  the  assistance  of 
the  Acton  Fire  Department,  helped  clear  the  intersection 
of  Taylor  Road  and  Minot  Avenue  by  buring  a  pile  of 
excess  wood.  Later  in  the  spring  Service  2,  our  brush 
fire  truck,  was  renovated  with  the  help  of  the  Highway 
Department.  A  new  tank  was  fabricated  and  a  new,  more 
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efficient  pumping  unit  was  installed.  The  new  unit  was 
put  in  service  for  the  annual  April  19  Jamboree.  During 
this  time,  the  Auxiliary  provided  fire  protection  for  the 

Scouts. 

Some  of  our  other  activities  for  this  year  include: 

1 .  Training  with  the  Acton  Call  Dept. 

2.  Training  courses  from  the  Mass.  Academy 

3.  Town  Fair  safety  watch 

4.  July  4  fireworks  patrol 

5.  Annual  Firefighters  Assn.  meeting 

6.  Scholarship  Ball  ticket  sales 

7.  Participated  in  Memorial  Day  activities 

8.  Halloween  watch 

Our  group  consists  of  1  deputy  director,  3  officers 
and  8  firefighters.  Our  total  activity  for  thjs  year 
amounted  to 

45  box  alarms  in  town 

58  special  services  (cellar  pumpouts,  emergency 
power,  etc.) 

3  mutual  aid  calls  (out  of  town) 
The  Acton  Auxiliary  Fire  Dept.  wishes  to  thank  the 
members  of  the  Acton  Fire  Dept.  for  the  help  and  support 
they  have  given  us  this  year.  We  especially  thank  the 
Highway  Dept.  for  their  help  with  the  renovation  of  our 
brush  fire  truck.  We  would  also  like  to  thank  all  those 
have  helped  to  make  the  Auxiliary  a  success. 

Capt.  Chuck  Nevala 
Acton  Auxiliary  Fire  Department 

Auxiliary  Police 

Roster  for  1978 
Capt.  Kenneth  Sundberg  Ptl.  Terry  Moore 

Lt.  Charles  Day  Ptl.  Ray  LaRoche 

Ptl.  Dean  Charter  Ptl.  Ray  Grey 

Ptl.  Mathew  Benson  Ptl.  Jack  Batchelder 

Ptl.  Bruce  Smith  Ptl.  Michael  Stutman 

The  Acton  Auxiliary  Police  is  a  Civil  Defense  unit 
consisting  of  volunteer 'men  and  women.  During  the  year 
of  1978,  hundreds  of  man-hours  were  donated  by  this 
group.  These  hours  were  used  in  various  ways,  such  as 
routine,  special  and  emergency  details,  as  well  as  details 
for  local  organizations. 

Routine  details  aiding  the  Acton  Police  Dept.  with 
house  checks  and  patrolling  the  schools.  The  Auxiliary 
Police  unit  assists  with  traffic  and  crowd  control  for. 
special  details  such  as  on  holidays  (July  4th,  Crown 
Resistance  Day).  On  Halloween,  this  group  patrolled 
the  Town,  thus  aiding  the  Police  Department.  During  the 
"Blizzard  of  78",  the  Auxiliary  was  workilng  24  hours  a 
day  for  a  five  day  period.  Transportation  was  provided 
for  nurses  and  other  essential  personnel,  and  aid  provided 
to  the  elderly  who  were  unable  to  leave  their  homes.  This 
unit  is  also  called  on  to  aid  the  Acton  Police  Department 
at  accidents  and  fires.  Benefit  details  such  as  the  Acton 
Lions  Fair  and  the  Isaac  Davis  Comporee  were  patrolled 
by  the  Auxiliary. 

This  year,  the  Acton  Auxiliary  Police  Department 
acquired  a  police  cruiser,  "Car  27".  This  car  was  acquired 


with  che  aid  of  donations  from  local  organizations, 
businessmen,  and  Allen  Nelson.  This  cruider  has  proven 
to  be  an  asset  to  the  Town  with  relatively  little  cost, 
compared  to  the  added  protection. 

In  the  coming  year  of  1979,  the  Auxiliary  plans  to 
increase  its  membership,  to  form  an  underwater  rescue 
team,  and  to  increase  its  services  to  the  community. 

Kenneth  Sundberg 
Auxiliary  Police  Captain 

Sealer  of 
Weights  and  Measures 

The  Sealer  of  Weithts  and  Measures  annually  checks 
the  accuracy  of  all  weighing  and  measuring  devices  used 
by  retail  and  wholesale  businesses  in  the  conduct  of  their 
trade.  This  includes  scales,  gasoline  and  oil  pumps,  yard 
goods  measuring  devices,  as  well  as  investigating 
complaints  in  the  sale  of  cords  of  wood. 

Number  of  devices  sealed  153 
Fees  paid  to  the  Treasurer  $518.20 

Dana  Carl  Flint 

Street  Light  Committee 

The  Street  Light  Committee  accepts  requests  for  the 
installation  of  street  lights  throughout  the  Town,  and 
makes  its  reports  and  recommendations  to  the  Board  of 
Selectmen. 

The  Town  now  has  743  street  lights  throughout  the 
town.  Almost  all  of  the  older  type  open  bulb  fuxtures 
have  been  replaced  with  the  new  mercury  vapor  type. 

We  subscribe  to  the  policy  when  the  Committee 
was  formed  that  new  street  lights,  in  most  instances,  will 
be  installed  only  at  street  intersections,  dangerous  curves, 
fire  alarm  boxes  and  locations  designated  as  hazardous 
by  the  Fire  Chief,  Police  Chief  or  this  Committee. 

The  Committee  extends  to  the  Town  Manager  and 
the  Board  of  Selectmen  their  sincere  appreciation  for 
their  cooperation  during  the  year. 

Lislie  F.  Parke,  Chairman 
Booth  D.  Jackson 
H.  Stuart  MacGregor 

Inspector  of  Wires 

The  Wiring  Inspector,  a  position  required  by  state 
law,  inspects  and  passes  on  all  new  and  replacement 
wiring  for  compliance  with  the  Massachusetts  Wiring 
Code. 

Two  hundred  ten  permits  were  issued  in  fiscal  year 
1978,  and  the  sum  of  three  thousand  six  hundred  fifty 
nine  dollars  and  sixty  one  cents  ($3,659.61)  was  collected 
in  fees  for  these  permits  and  turned  over  to  the  Treasurer. 

All  applications  and  electrical  inspections  were 
approved  with  a  minimum  of  changes. 

Leslie  F.  Parke 
Inspector  of  Wires 
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Two  popples  compete  for  attention  at  Palmer's  Kennels. 


Animal  Inspector 


The  Animal  Inspector  checks  four-legged  farm 
animals  for  health  and  sanitation.  He  also  inspects  bams 
for  cleanliness  and  sanitation,  and  quarantines  dogs 
involved  in  biting  incidents  for  10  days. 

This  year  19  premises  were  inspected  and  the 
following  animals: 

Dairy  Cows  and  heifers  two  years  old 


and  over  46 

Dairy  heifers  one  to  two  years  of  age  19 

Dairy  heifer  calves  under  one  year  19 

Dairy  steers  2 

Goats  19 

Sheep  7 

Horses  32 

Ponies  7 

Cows  imported  into  state:  30 

Dogs  quarantined  22 


Patrick  Palmer 
Animal  Inspector 


Dog  Officer 

The  Dog  Officer  receives  and  acts  on  dog  complaints 
and  picks  up  strays. 

This  year  187  dogs  were  listed  as  lost,  of  which  49 
were  reported  found.  Sixty  four  unidentifiable  dogs  were 
picked  up,  18  were  claimed  by  their  owners,  four  placed 
in  homes  and  42  destroyed. 

Twelve  complaints  were  investigated  which  included 
barking,  chasing  cars  and  bicycles,  frightening  joggers, 
and  congregating  at  schools.  Most  of  these  complaints 
were  settled  amicably,  and  a  few,  as  usual  appeared  to  be 
the  result  of  neighborhood  feuds. 

Patrick  Palmer 
Dog  Officer 


Workmen's 
Compensation  Agent 

For  the  year  1978,  covering  thru  December  18, 
1978,  there  were  twenty  eight  (28)  accidents  reported 
from  the  following  departments. 


School  Department: 

Conant  3 

Douglas  5 

Gates  4 

McCarthy-Towne  3 

Cemetery  Dept.  2 

Health  Dept.  1 

Highway  Dept.  10 


Twenty  of  the  injured  required  medical  attention, 
nine  had  some  loss  of  time.  Four  accidents  are  still  open, 
with  reserves  set  aside.  One  of  these  will  be  closed  by 
the  first  of  the  year. 

One  accident  of  6/24/77  was  closed  and  in  being 
re-opened  due  to  complications. 

The  accident  of  7/21/75  that  was  before  the 
Industrial  Accident  Board  has  been  resolved. 

Theron  A.  Lowden 
Workmen's  Compensation  Agent 

Insect  Pest 
Control  Department 

This  year  the  Department  continued  its  program  of 
removing  Dutch  Elm  Diseased  trees.  Many  of  the  larger 
trees  were  removed  by  private  contractors.  At  this  time 
there  is  no  practical  method  of  protecting  Elm  trees 
against  the  disease,  although  research  goes  on  at  the 
State  and  Federal  level. 

White  Pine  Blister  Rust,  which  was  a  serious  problem 
in  the  1930's,  remains  at  a  low  level,  and  Department 
workers  continue  to  monitor  the  health  of  our  White  Pine 
stands. 

Fall  Webworm,  which  has  been  a  highly  visible 
problem  in  the  past  appears  to  be  on  the  decline. 

Gypsy  Moth  populations  are  increasing  slightly,  but 
no  control  procedures  are  planned  at  this  time. 

Poison  Ivy  growing  along  streets  and  in  playgrounds 
was  sprayed  with  an  Environmental  Protection  Agency 
approved  herbicide. 

A  large  foliage  kill  on  Willow  St.  and  North  Main  St. 
was  investigated  by  Department  members  in  June.  The 
investigation  revealed  that  the  leaf  kill  was  caused  by 
insecticides  improperly  applied  by  members  of  the  Central 
Mass.  Mosquito  Control  Project.  This  injury  was  short- 
lived, and  the  affected  trees  have  since  recovered. 

Two  members  of  the  Department  have  been  certified 
to  apply  restricted-use  pesticides  by  the  Pesticide  Control 
Board.  At  this  time  the  only  spraying  planned  is  for 
control  of  poison  ivy. 

The  legislation  under  which  the  Insect  Pest  Control 


Department  operates  is  found  in  Mass.  General  Laws 
Chap.  132.  This  chapter  contains  provisions  that  allow 
the  Superintendent  to: 

1.  Remove  any  trees  on  public  ways  infected  with 
Dutch  Elm  disease. 

2.  Remove  any  trees  on  public  property  infected  with 
White  Pine  Blister  Rust. 

3.  Supress,  if  necessary,  any  of  the  following,  which 
are  considered  public  nuisences: 

Gypsy  and  Brown  Tail  Moths,  Tent  Caterpillars, 
Cankerworms,  Oriental  Hag  Moths,  Fall  Web- 
worm, Japanese  Beetle,  Saddled  Prominent, 
Pine  Looper,  Elm  Leaf  Beetles,  diseases  and 
leaf-eating  insects  which  damage  shade  trees, 
Dutch  Elm  Disease  and  the  insects  that  spread 
such  disease,  Woodticks,  and  Poison  Ivy  I 
growing  within  100  feet  of  a  public  way. 

4.  Enter  upon  private  land  to  establish  the  extent 
and  nature  of  insect  infestations. 

Frankin  H.  Charter 
Superintendent 

Central  Mass.  Mosquito 
Control  Project 

The  Central  Massachusetts  Mosquito  Control  Project 
is  a  regional  project  designed  to  reduce  mosquito 
populations  to,  at  least,  tolerble  levels.  Our  main 
emphasis  is  on  source  reduction,  which  means  the 
elimination  of  mosquito  breeding  places.  A  lot  of  effort 
this  year  has  been  expended  clearing  out  clogged  streams, 
broken  branches,  trash  and  other  impediments  to  normal 
water  drainage.  These  efforts,  although  slow  and 
laborious,  are  long-lasting  and  are  well-documented  to 
reuce  mosquito  populations.  Standing  waters,  catch 
basins  and  other  mosquito  larval  breeding  sites  are 
treated  with  larvicides.  New  slow  release  chemical  pellets 
and  briquets  are  being  used  that  are  known  to  give  up  to 
14  months  control  of  larval  breeding  sites  with  no  known 
effects  on  other  microorganisms.  When  all  else  fails,  or 
when  a  special  situation  exists  such  as  a  public  affair 
involving  a  lot  of  people,  spraying  of  adult  mosquitoes  is 
conducted.  Most  adulticiding  is  done  at  night  or  in  the 
early  morning  to  minimize  the  effects  on  bee  populations. 

The  Projects  crews  that  come  into  town  have  been 
instructed  to  inform  town  officials  such  as  the  Selectmen 
and  the  Board  of  Health  where  and  when  and  what  they 
will  be  doing  for  whatever  period  of  time.  Contacts  with 
the  Conservation  Commission  are  made  whenever  con- 
servation land  is  involved.  Property  owners  are 
contacted  whenever  and  wherever  feasible  to  assure 
proper  relations  are  established  between  Project 
personnel  and  townspeople.  If  any  citizen  has  questions 
or  would  like  to  interface  with  project  personnel  at  any 
level,  a  call  to  the  Northboro  Headquarters,  1-393-3055, 
will  set  the  machinery  in  motion. 

Clarence  J.  Tourville 
Superintendent 


Our  Heritage 


Bob  Carmlchael,  left,  and  his  son-in-law,  Frank  Brzezinskt,  hold  the  sieve  as  Ray  Shamel,  chairman  of  the 
Historical  Society's  fiosmer  House  project,  ponrs  a  bucketful  of  dirt,  hoping  to  filter  out  Items  of  historical 
Interest  from  the  front  yard  of  the  Hosmer  House.  The  Society  is  Involved  In  an  archaeological  dig  at  the 
site. 
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Historical  Commission 


The  commission  has  devoted  the  past  year  toward 
he  development  of  what  we  hope  to  be  the  first  of 
several  possible  historic  districts.  An  area  of  managerial 
limits  in  Acton  Center  has  been  delineated  and  structures 
have  been  photographed,  title  searches  conducted  to 
verify  both  the  age  of  the  structure  and  early  owners  of  the 
property.  We  hope  to  complete  the  requirements  for 
this  within  the  next  few  months. 

During  the  past  year,  we  have  had  several  requests 
for  on  site  visitations  at  the  request  of  our  citizens  to 
suggest  preservation  measures  and  evaluate  the  rpesent 
condition  of  structures.  We  have  taken  steps  to  preserve 
items  of  historic  significance  and  wish  to  thank  the  Town 
Boards  who  supported  and  assisted  in  our  endeavors. 

Once  the  requirements  for  the  Historic  District  are 
fulfilled,  we  will  recommend  several  buildings  to  the 
Massachusetts  Historical  Commission  to  be  included  in 
the  National  Registry  of  Historic  Places.  At  present  the 
Faulkner  House  and  part  of  the  Line  of  March  of  the 
Acton  Minutemen  is  on  the  National  Registry. 

Again,  we  wish  to  make  known  that  we  would  like  to 
obtain  copies  of  photos,  maps,  deeds,  postcards  and 
documents  which  could  be  used  in  the  future  for  both 
determining  what  changes  have  been  made  to  buildings 
and  surrounding  areas  within  our  Town.  These  along 
with  materials  we  are  presently  developing  will  be  of  use 
to  our  present  needs  and  future  restoration  by  individuals. 

The  Historical  Commission  meets  the  second 
Wednesday  of  each  month  in  the  Town  Hall  at  8:00  p.m. 
We  welcome  your  suggestions  and  comments  on  how  we 
can  best  preserve  the  historic  assets  of  Acton. 

Marian  E.  Houghton,  Clerk 
Anita  E.  Dodson 
Stanley  L.  Smith 
Robert  H.  Nylander 
William  A.  Klauer,  Chairman 


Archives  Committee 

In  accordance  with  the  vote  at  the  Special  Town 
Meeting  in  October,  1956,  the  Archives  Committee  was 
appointed  by  the  Selectmen.     The  purpose  of  the 
Committee  is  to  arrange  for  the  organization  and  ■ 
perservation  of  the  Town  Records  and  Historical  papers  I 
and  materials. 

The  Committee  held  an  organization  meeting  anc 
decided  that  the  first  thing  to  be  done  was  to  ask  foi 
assistance  from  the  State  Archives  Commission,  Ir 
regards  to  the  procedure  in  deciding  what  material  shoulc 
be  saved. 

After  receiving  said  instructions,  then  came  the  tasks 
of  going  through  large  volumes  of  papers,  records, 
documents,  maps  and  various  other  types  of  material 
dating  back  to  the  incorporation  of  the  Town. 

The  next  step  was  to  go  back  to  the  Town  the  nexl 
year  to  ask  for  money  so  that  the  committee  could  start 
microfilming  all  the  records,  papers  and  documents. 
After  the  Town  Meeting  the  committee  met  with  the 
Selectmen  and  it  was  decided  to  engage  Graphic 
Microfilm,  Inc.  of  Waltham,  Mass.  to  do  the  microfilmincj 
of  all  the  Town  Records,  Births,  Deaths  and  Marriages  up! 
to  1958.  Graphic  Company  also  did  the  following:  Towrj 
Meeting  records,  Historical  letters,  Town  Clerk  maps, 
along  with  the  original  Parish  Records  and  many  othei 
interesting  material  concerning  the  early  days  of  the  Town. 

When  this  part  of  the  work  was  completed  the 
committee  decided  to  have  two  sets  of  microfilm  made, 
one  to  stay  in  the  Town  Vault  and  the  other  to  be 
stored  in  Iron  Mountain,  in  Hudson,  N.Y.  This  step  was 
taken  as  a  safety  measure,  should  anything  happen  tc 
the  one  in  the  Town  Hall. 

A  request  was  made  by  the  Memorial  Library  to  have 
a  set  of  microfilmed  records  of  the  early  events  of  the 
Town  so  that  the  citizens  would  be  able  to  view  the  ole 
records  of  births,  deaths,  and  marriages.  The  committee 
voted  to  have  a  set  made  up  for  the  library  through  1958 

A  few  years  before  the  Bicentenial,  the  commettee 
received  a  request  from  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  ol 
Latter-day  Saints,  asking  to  microfilm  our  early  records 
through  the  year  1850.  The  Committee  gave  therr 
permission  with  the  understanding  that  the  Town  woulc 
receive  a  set  of  microfilm  of  these  records  without  any 
charge.  This  was  done. 

This  past  year  the  committee  engaged  the  Spauldinc 
Company,  Inc.  to  do  the  microfilming  of  the  Births- 
Deaths,  Marriages,  Town  Clerk  records,  Town  Meetinc 
records  and  the  Selectmen's  records,  also  other  relatec 
matters. 

The  committee  plans  this  coming  year  to  move  many 
of  the  old  records  and  other  materials  from  the  South 
Acton  Fire  Station  vault  to  a  more  secure  place.  Also  it 
will  be  necessary  to  bind  all  the  certificates  of  births, 
deaths  and  marriages  from  1958  to  1977. 

Joyce  Woodheac 
Minetta  D.  Lee 

T  Frederick  S.  Kennedv 
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Veterans'  Graves 

There  have  been  six  interments  of  United  States  War  Veterans  in  the  Acton  Cemeteries  during  the  year  1978. 
The  names  of  the  Veterans,  the  dates  and  the  place  of  burials  are  as  follows: 

Barbara  Ellen  Fletcher  Vietnam  U.  S.  Army  March  2, 1978  Woodlawn  Cemetery 

Victor  D.  Lawson  W.  W.  1.  U.  S.  Army  March  3, 1978  Woodlawn  Cemetery 

Herbert  M.  Stuart  Korean  U.  S.  Army  June  6, 1978  Mount  Hope  Cemetery 

John  E.  Moore,  Jr.  W.  W.  1 1 .         U.  S.  Air  Force       Sept.  6, 1978  Mount  Hope  Cemetery 

Walter  D.  Wilson  Veitnam  U.  S.  Air  Force       Dec.  1, 1978  Woodlawn  Cemetery 

Flag  Standard  and  all  Grave  Markers  have  been  placed  on  all  of  the  above  Veterans'  Graves.  To  receive  a 
Veterans  Grave  Marker,  it  is  necessary  that  an  application  for  the  marker  be  made  out  and  forwarded  to  the 
government. 

These  forms  are  available  from  all  Funeral  Directors  or  from  the  Veteran  Agent.  A  new  ruling  has  been  made  by 
the  Veterans  Administration  that  a  affidavit  must  be  filed  with  the  Grave  Registration  Officer,  giving  all  of  the  Veterans 
Military  Records  for  future  reference  that  may  be  necessary  for  Veterans  Burial  Benefits. 

Annually  in  April  the  selectmen  of  every  town  shall  appoint  a  resident  of  the  town  to  act  as  a  Veteran  Grave 
Officer.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  such  veterans  grave  officer  to  cause  every  veteran's  grave  within  such  town  to  be 
suitably  kept  and  cared  for.  The  Grave  Officer  shall  keep  records  of  Veterans  interments,  including  the  lot  or  single 
grave  number  and  the  name  of  the  cemetery  where  the  interment  was  made.  He  shall  cause  to  see  that  every 
Veterans  grave  has  a  flag  standard  and  a  flag  of  the  United  States,  be  placed  on  the  veteran  grave  on  every  Memorial  day. 

Frederick  S.  Kennedy 
Veterans  Grave  Registration  Officer 


Two  Acton  patriots  share  a  pleasant  moment  during  a  lnll  In  Veteran's  Day  activities. 


Office  of  the  Town  Clerk 


Lydia  Lesure  is  Acton 's  New  Town  Clerk 
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Report  off  Town  Clerk 

Births  recorded   201 

Deaths  recorded   97 

Marriages  recorded   160 

IMPORTANT  REQUEST 

Please  notify  the  Town  Clerk  immediately  of  any  error  or  omission  in  the  following  list  of  Births. 
Errors  can  be  corrected  only  by  sworn  affidavit,  as  prescribed  in  the  General  Laws,  and  may  cause  you  incovenience 
which  can  be  avoided  by  prompt  attention. 

BIRTHS  REGISTERED  IN  1978 


Date 

Place 

Jan. 

2 

Worcester 

Jan. 

5 

Concord 

Jan. 

9 

Concord 

Jan. 

10 

Concord 

Jan. 

10 

Cambridge 

Jan. 

12 

Acton 

Jan. 

13 

Concord 

Jan. 

15 

Concord 

Jan. 

15 

Concord 

Jan. 

17 

Concord 

Jan. 

17 

Concord 

Jan. 

21 

Concord 

Jan. 

24 

Boston 

Jan. 

26 

Concord 

Jan. 

29 

Newton 

Feb. 

2 

Concord 

Feb. 

2 

Concord 

FEb. 

2 

Concord 

Feb. 

4 

Newton 

Feb. 

6 

Concord 

Feb. 

6 

Concord 

Feb. 

14 

Concord 

Feb. 

14 

Concord 

Feb. 

14 

Concord 

Feb. 

17 

Concord 

Feb. 

23 

Concord 

Feb. 

23 

Concord 

Feb. 

26 

Concord 

Feb. 

27 

Concord 

Feb. 

27 

Boston 

Feb. 

27 

Concord 

Feb. 

28 

Boston 

Mar. 

3 

Weymouth 

Mar. 

5 

Concord 

Mar. 

5 

Framingham 

Mar. 

11 

Concord 

Mar. 

14 

Concord 

Mar. 

16 

Concord 

Mar. 

18 

Concord 

Mar. 

20 

Concord 

Mar. 

29 

Newton 

Mar. 

29 

Concord 

Mar. 

29 

Boston 

Mar. 

30 

Concord 

Apr. 

2 

Boston 

Apr. 

3 

Concord 

Name  of  Child 

Dillon,  Sean  Patrick 
Varney,  Steven  Matthew 
Adler,  Kathryn  Maureen 
Beaudoin,  Serena  Jean 
Janeway,  Heather  Rodman 
Martorano,  Michael  Cephas,  Jr. 
Foott,  Helen  Caroline 
Millerick,  Christopher  James 
Dexter,  Ryan  Thomas 
Kappler,  Nichole  Marie 
Kappler,  Cynthia  Ann 
Lombardo,  Richard  Vincent 
Peterson,  Andrew  McAllister 
Sullivan,  Adam  Peter 
LaFoley,  Joseph  Ryan 
Kodis,  Jennifer  Berman 
Quebec,  Gregory  Adam 
Gustafson,  Amy  Elizabeth 
Garove,  Kara  Jean 
DiBuono,  Mary  Carroll 
Comeau,  Eric  Holden 
Testa,  Evan  Craig 

McComis,  Rebekah  Emeline-Barbara 
Swanson,  Dale  Scott,  Jr. 
Street,  David  Richard 
Sanborn,  Rebecca  Leigh 
Charter,  Christopher  David 
Barriault,  Eric  Ray 
White,  Alexander  Hugh 
Martin,  Toby  Trew 
Sutherland,  Gregory  Andrade 
Forbes,  Claire  Alexander 
Jankowski,  Jaime  Kingston 
Hustvedt,  Richard  Eric  Bennett 
Copeland,  Heath  Alan 
Bozeman,  Michael  Ross 
Walsh,  William  Joseph,  m 
Provent,  Adrienne  Frances 
Luke,  Linslee  Marie 
Hogan,  Elizabeth  Nancy 
Brusie,  Elizabeth  Marie 
Schroder,  Jason  Stig 
Brady,  Lauren  Adams 
Cohen,  Rachel  Freya 
McCord,  Linda  Nelson 
Rein,  Jesse  Luke 


Names  of  Parents 

Michael  Joseph  and  Cathy  Mary  Corey 

Richard  Frederick  and  Martha  Susan  Wettergreen 

Dean  Stuart  and  Loraine  Tervo 

Raymond  James  and  Janice  Edna  Sawyer 

John  Rodman  and  Deborah  Jane  Bacon 

Michael  Cephas  and  Ann  Marie  Glynn 

Roger  and  Jacqueline  Grace  Richards 

John  Joseph  and  Margaret  Sandra  Conneamey 

Thomas  Giles  and  Cheryl  Dawn  Leander 

John  Edward  and  Mary  Louise  Audette 

John  Edward  and  Mary  Louise  Audette 

David  Michele  and  Alice  Anita  Clough 

Paul  Thayne  and  Kate  Elizabeth  Angus 

Roger  Kenneth  and  Kathleen  Ann  Pickowitz 

Michael  Jon  and  Beverly  Louise  Heiligmann 

Marc  Gerald  and  Harriet  Kodis 

Robert  Paul  and  Sharon  Lynn  Edgerly 

Jan  Eric  and  Judith  Ann  Hoffman 

Paul  Michael  and  Jacquelyn  Norman  Allen 

Michael  Anthony  and  Mary  Louise  Asbell 

Eric  John  and  Hope  Wheeler  MacPherson 

John  James  and  Sally  Ann  O'Neil 

Curtis  Robert  and  Jane  Gail  Lounsbury 

Dale  Scott  and  Lynne  Carol  Webster 

Donald  Richard  and  Louise  Jean  Cleve 

Philip  Lee  and  Rosemary  Joan  Schenk 

Dean  Alan  and  Marcia  Ann  Urolatis 

Raymond  Donald  and  Ann  Francoise  Rodrigue 

Warren  Rapelye  and  Elizabeth  Ann  Rassiga 

Thomas  Fabian  John  and  Betsy  True  Wardwell 

George  Arnold  and  Anita  Charlotte  Andrade 

Ian  Alexander  and  Anne  Alexander  McCarthy 

John  Francis  and  Carol  Ann  Kingston 

Richard  Irvin  and  Audrey  Russell  Reith 

Charles  Dean  and  Rebecca  Ann  Leavitt 

Robert  Malcolm  and  Constance  Sue  Bays 

William  Joseph  and  Ann  Christine  Castaldini 

Bruce  David  and  Eileen  Diana  Wingfield 

Henry  Earl  and  Lucille  Lorraine  Champion 

Henry  Joseph  and  Mary  Virginia  Egan 

Charles  Elwood  and  Maureen  Elizabeth  McPartland 

Richard  Stig  and  Amy  Jean  Linkinhoker 

Stephen  Jordan  and  Michele  Denise  Adams 

Seth  Samuel  and  Lynn  Kayla  Lazer 

William  Fred  and  Lucy  Nelson  Beach 

George  Andrew  and  Tracy  Nanette  Turner 
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\pr. 

3 

Concord 

Brommelhoff,  Jessica  Anne 

\pr. 

4 

Winchester 

Sutherland,  David  Barry 

\pr. 

7 

Concord 

MM           |                      11  f 

Whalen,  1  homas  James 

\pr. 

8 

Concord 

Butler,  Paul  Douglas 

\pr. 

9 

Concord 

w— V              |                 ||                   «                 I                          |    |  1,11, 

Barksdale,  Andrew  William 

\pr. 

13 

Boston 

i  i  i-ii-               i  " l •       1      i  i    i  i  i       1  l 

Williams,  hlizabeth  Wayland 

\pr. 

13 

Concord 

Monto,  Emily  Margaret 

\pr. 

15 

Concord 

Meyer,  Bradford  Lee 

\pr. 

16 

Boston 

King,  Julia  Rheiner 

\pr. 

17 

Concord 

Foley,  Matthew  Lloyd 

\pr. 

18 

Concord 

Rogers,  Andrew  Lawrence 

\pr. 

19 

Concord 

Davis,  Lisa  Cathenne 

\pr. 

19 

Concord 

Nolan,  David  Michael 

\pr. 

21 

Concord 

/-N          ,||                                  ¥                                    1   1    1,1/  | 

Spillman  James  Wilfred 

\pr. 

24 

Boston 

T~l  1      1               '7           1  1111 

Blake,  Zachary  Hall 

\pr. 

25 

Boston 

bosworth,  Daniel  Peter 

\pr. 

28 

Boston 

Green,  Kristen  Rose 

May 

2 

Concord 

Simms,  Nicholas  Dana 

May 

7 

Concord 

Smith,  Jennie  Frances 

May 

8 

Concord 

Benowitz,  Suzanne  Elise 

May 

8 

Concord 

/—\     |                      Ail             T~~\               1    1  11T 

Osbom,  Arthur  Ronald,  III 

May 

9 

Stoneham 

It       I          ii.    1         1  O  J 

Hanley,  Michael  Brendan 

May 

11 

Concord 

Gyorgak,  Brad  Michael 

May 

12 

Concord 

Calore,  Daniel  Can- 

May 

13 

Concord 

Myers,  Kimberly  Diane 

May 

15 

Waltham 

f~l  •      1              III                   1  r — ■  1  .          I  ,| 

Richards,  Hannah  Elizabeth 

May 

19 

Concord 

Patton,  Timothy  Edward 

May 

20 

Concord 

Lang,  Michael  George 

May 

27 

Concord 

Mihalek,  Brian  James 

May 

29 

Concord 

Hills,  Emily  Ross 

May 

31 

Concord 

I"*V»  A          1                •          1~N           i  •        \  M 

D  Ambrosio,  Dantia  Mana 

May 

31 

Concord 

Farland,  Spencer  Kenneth 

Jun. 

1 

Concord 

Phillips,  Sean  Brian 

Jun. 

2 

Boston 

Guay,  Stephanie  Anne 

Jun. 

2 

Cambridge 

Downey,  Shannon  Lynn 

Jun. 

3 

Falmouth 

Dwyer,  Timothy  Michael 

Jun. 

4 

Concord 

Hirsch,  Matthew  Leo 

Jun. 

6 

Concord 

Johnson,  Russell  Neal 

Jun. 

8 

Concord 

Farr,  Laura  Bell 

Jun. 

9 

Boston 

Burwick,  Alissa  Lauren 

Jun. 

9 

Concord 

Kotanchik,  Amy  Elizabeth 

Jun. 

10 

Concord 

Leggat,  Sarah  Brooke 

Jun. 

13 

Boston 

Lovdal 

Jun. 

14 

Concord 

Buchanan,  Laura  Katherine 

Jun. 

20 

Boston 

Demicco,  Elizabeth  Grace 

Jun. 

21 

Concord 

Little,  Robert  Edward 

Jun. 

21 

Concord 

Blake,  Shaun  Richard 

Jul. 

1 

Boston 

Sundberg,  Kenneth  Allen,  Jr. 

Jul. 

1 

Concord 

Law,  Amity  Nichols 

Jul. 

3 

Boston 

Jordan,  Emily  Beatrice 

Jul. 

4 

Concord 

Barr,  Mathew  Reynolds 

1  1 

Jul. 

5 

Concord 

Nessman,  Lori  Beth 

Jul. 

7 

Concord 

Shumsky,  Joseph  Edward,  III 

Jul. 

7 

Concord 

Johnson,  Eric  Carl 

Jul. 

14 

Boston 

Nephew,  Katharine  Hope 

Jul.  15 

Stoneham 

Brodney,  Jeremy  Michael 

Jul.  16 

Lowell 

Hatch,  Aimee  Ranee 

Jurgen  Rudi  and  Gretchen  Heley  Ekberg 
Donald  Edward  and  Donna  Lee  Isabelle 
Thomas  James  and  Barbara  Ann  Bryant 
Neal  Ralph  and  Jean  Humphrey 
James  Finlay  and  Patricia  Jane  Thompson 
Theodore  Clayton  and  Alice  Wayland  White 
John  Porter  and  Margaret  Ruth  Dobler 
Everett  Ronald  and  Elaine  Marilyn  Snyder 
Truman  Lewis  and  Dorothy  Anita  Rheiner 
Richard  David  and  Jean  Frances  Lloyd 
William  Joseph  and  Laurel  Sharman  Nichols 
William  Anthony  and  Linda  Rose  Field 
David  William  and  Sandra  June  Foss 
William  Bert  and  Barbara  Sherman  Hatch 
Michael  Wesley  and  Patricia  Ann  Hall 
Jonathan  Edward  and  Pamela  Sue  Kelly 
Richard  Michael  and  Janet  Elizabeth  D'Ambrosio 
John  Tobias  and  Pauline  Banks 
Paul  Edwin  and  Barbara  May  Richardson 
Matin  Lawrence  and  Patricia  Mitoma 
Arthur  Ronald  and  Wendy  Lee  Barstow 
John  Christopher  and  Susan  Jane  Westergren 
R.C.  and  Patricia  M.  Affleck 
Frank  Peter  and  Mary  Anne  Burchard 
Paul  Roger  and  Paula  Darlene  Patrick 
Gordon  Draper  and  Janet  Marilyn  Donnelly 
Doyle  Wayne  and  Karen  Ruth  English 
George  Gordon  and  Susan  Jane  Anderson 
James  Robert  and  Vicki  Ann  Barrows 
Andrew  Michael  and  Elizabeth  Drake  Saul 
Joseph  Francis  and  Gail  Ann  Smith 
Kenneth  George  and  Anne  Rita  Scullen 
Fletcher  Root  and  Harriet  Virginia  King 
Andre  Theodore  and  Barbara  Marie  Madore 
Martin  Edward  and  Paula  Joan  McGovern 
Michael  John  and  Gail  Marie  Ginnetti 
Herbert  Leo  and  Laura  Cira  Theresa  Stivale 
James  Stephen  and  Jane  Louise  Dubsky 
Michael  Frederick  and  Charlotte  Stanford  Bell 
Stanley  Morris  and  Ilene  Mae  Rose 
James  Joseph  and  Judith  Rose  Anthony 
John  Russell  and  Dorothy  Ann  Cooke 
Michael  Lawrence  and  Jean  Marie  Frazier 
Norman  Martin  and  Ruth  Alice  Hodgdon 
William  Andrew  and  Marie  Davenport 
Robert  John  and  Adelle  Lucille  Clarke 
Richard  Randolph  and  Brenda  Jean  Henley 
Kenneth  Allen  and  Elizabeth  Michele  Desautels 
John  Hoffman  and  Julie  Lucille  Nichols 
James  Kent  and  Cheryl  Elizabeth  Jones 
David  Thomson  and  Debra  Ann  Hamilton 
Dennis  Earl  and  Linda  Rose  Cremonini 
Joseph  Edward  and  Virginia  Marie  Ray 
Tom  Allen  and  Monica  Jean  Joachim 
Robert  Michael  and  Nancy  Joan  Dore 
Lawrence  George  and  Myra  Dale  Zauderer 
Leonard  Marcus  and  Carol  Ann  Labbe 
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Jul.  18 

Concord 

Jul.  21 

Concord 

Jul.  21 

Boston 

Jul.  28 

Concord 

Jul.  28 

Boston 

Jul.  28 

Concord 

Jul.  28 

Concord 

Aug.  1 

Concord 

Aug.  13 

Concord 

Aug.  15 

Concord 

Aug.  15 

Concord 

Aug.  17 

Acton 

Aug.  19 

Boston 

Aug.  21 

Concord 

Aug.  23 

Concord 

Aug.  24 

Newton 

Aug.  30 

Concord 

Sep.  1 

Boston 

Sep.  1 

Concord 

Sep.  2 

Concord 

Sep.  5 

Concord 

Sep.  5 

Boston 

Sep.  5 

Boston 

Sep.  5 

Boston 

Sep.  6 

Concord 

Sep.  6 

Boston 

Sep.  6 

Concord 

Sep.  7 

Newton 

Sep.  8 

Worcester 

Sep.  10 

Winchester 

Sep.  11 

Concord 

Sep.  14 

Concord 

Sep.  15 

Stoneham 

Sep.  15 

Concord 

Sep.  15 

Concord 

Sep.  17 

Concord 

Sep.  19 

Concord 

Sep.  20 

Concord 

Sep.  21 

Concord 

Sep.  23 

Concord 

Sep.  27 

Concord 

Sep.  27 

Concord 

Sep.  28 

Concord 

Sep.  28 

Concord 

Sep.  30 

Concord 

Oct.  1 

Concord 

Oct.  2 

Concord 

Oct.  4 

Concord 

Oct.  4 

Concord 

Oct.  5 

Concord 

Oct.  8 

Newton 

Oct.  15 

Boston 

Oct.  17 

Concord 

Oct.  21 

Boston 

Oct.  22 

Concord 

Oct.  27 

Concord 

Oct.  27 

Boston 

Rusk,  Robert  Leo,  Jr. 
King,  Ryan  Charles 
Weeks,  Eric  Christopher 
Geneau,  Renee  Elise 
Hottelet,  Richard  Peter,  Jr. 
Malliaros,  Frances  Alexis 
Null,  Karen  Anne 
Thurston,  Andrew  Stephen 
Bright,  Marcia  Lee 
Knopp,  Shane  Austin 
Baker,  Michelle  Elizabeth 
Connell,  Beth  Lindsay 
Wardlaw,  Andrew  Bowie,  III 
Centauro,  Christine  Ann 
Oettinger,  Andrea  Ruth 
Mahoney,  Robert  Anthony 
Anderson,  Nicholas  James 
Thomas,  Mark  Alan,  Jr. 
Wilson,  Denise  Anne 
Kiyabu,  Cary  Rickey 
Simeone,  Christopher  Edward 
Benotti,  Kimberly  McMullin 
Davidson,  Cynthia  Lynn 
Ogrodnick,  Rebecca  Ann 
Schwartzman,  Anthony  Daniel 
Scheinfield,  Anne  Beth 
Kane,  Jeffrey  Thomas 
Davis,  Nathaniel  James 
Butler,  Matthew  David 
Feeney,  James  Henry,  IV 
Fredericks,  Bradley  Adiel 
Woolhiser,  Kevin  Scott 
Quackenbush,  Todd  Robert 
Schaffer,  Elana  Jeanette 
Kittler,  Anne  Frances 
Thomas,  Amanda  Tiffany 
Parrella,  Andrew  Nicholas 
Veley,  Kristin  Arden 
Johnson,  Melissa  Kay 
Robinson,  Jeffrey  Peter 
Dormer,  Mark  Jason 
Kaduboski,  Bethany  Caresse 
Sills,  Jennifer  Sharon 
Poulin,  Amy  Elizabeth 
Verger,  Robert  Jacob 
Moen,  Leah  Suzanne 
Wood,  Thomas  Kyle 
Fitzgerald,  Michael  Stuart 
Gallegan,  Amy  Lee 
Braginton,  Cherie  Susanne 
Hale,  Jared  Lowe 
Kerr,  Alison  Duncan 
Bourgeois,  Christine  Anne 
Blaine,  Jamie  Marie 
Olenberger,  Elizabeth 
MacLeod,  Jennifer  Ann 
Palmaccio,  Matthew  Raymond 


Robert  Leo  and  Renee  Paula  Desharnais 

Joseph  Francis  and  Edith  Claire  Bromaghim 

William  Francis  and  Christine  Maloof 

Dolan  Paul  and  Sandra  Anne  Palazzo 

Richard  Peter  and  Paulette  Elaine  Barton 

George  and  Caroline  Elizabeth  Shields 

Donald  Carlyle  and  Wanda  Sue  Chatman 

Stephen  Harvey  and  Diana  Kay  Wilkos 

Peter  Allen  and  Paula  Marie  Home 

Jerome  and  Shirley  Ann  Malmquist 

Stephen  Holbrooke  and  Heide  Yvonne  Wegener 

David  Bruce  and  JoAnne  Clara  Rabold 

Andrew  Bowie  and  Starr  Elizabeth  Ashby 

Peter  and  Judith  Ann  Guidoboni 

Peter  Ernest  and  Marlys  Sandra  Klug 

Robert  and  Donna  Marie  Lombardo 

Sydney  Eugene  and  Barbara  Jean  Solley 

Mark  Alan  and  Nancy  Ann  Brandafi 

Walter  Daniel  and  Beth  Anne  Christie 

Rodney  Toshio  and  Elizabeth  Louise  Yourick 

John  Emilio  and  Eileen  Elsie  Costello 

Raymond  Joseph  and  Nancy  McMullin 

John  Mathieson  and  Frances  Mae  Parisse 

David  Mitchell  and  Cynthia  Jean  Noun 

Michael  Isaac  and  Nathalie  Gennady  Belikhova 

Stephen  David  and  Elly  Gentiel  DeRaedemaeker 

Thomas  Jeffrey  and  Nancy  Jean  Richardson 

James  Frederick  and  Florence  Carol  Radcliffe 

David  Allen  and  Ellen-Jean  Kennedy 

James  Henry  and  Susan  Mary  Buentello 

Robert  Adiel  and  Dianna  Lynn  Edwards 

Ronald  Dennis  and  Irene  Edna  Isaac 

Carr  Lane  Westervelt  and  Linda  Louise  Smith 

Howard  Eliott  and  Ronna  Faye  Aron 

Peter  William  and  Janyce  Frances  Guertin 

Daniel  Raymond  Charles  and  Joanne  Paulette  Tompkins 

Vincent  and  Mary  Ellen  Kearney 

Hugh  Arden  and  Nina  Jeanette  Gould 

Michael  Richard  and  Susan  Mary  Hamill 

Peter  Alan  and  Patricia  Ellen  Nadeau 

Thomas  and  Jean  Ann  Parshall 

Stephen  Peter  and  Madeleine  Cecilia  Curcio 

Kenneth  Douglas  and  Patricia  Ann  Liss 

Ronald  Francis  and  Charlotte  Ann  Kershaw 

Donald  Barry  and  Sandra  Bisbee  Warner 

Steven  Ray  and  Elizabeth  Suzanne  Froh 

Thomas  Edwin  and  Susan  Alice  Weber 

Dennis  Gerard  and  Patricia  Ann  Schumaecker 

William  Gerald  and  Linda  Jean  Robinson 

William  Harold  and  Alana  Joyce  Ezzell 

David  Greenleaf  and  Martha  Alice  Hann 

Geoffrey  Martin  and  Maria  Roberts 

Stephen  Charles  and  Leslie  Christine  McKenney 

William  Roger  and  Judith  Ann  Rudd 

Carl  Frederic  and  Gretchen  Vieregg 

Thomas  Doran  and  Carla  Lynn  Veazie 

Raymond  John  and  Leona  Eugenie  Maraget 
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4 
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^OV 

21 

/in  /■*  r\tf\ 
1L-UI  LI 

Km iro  T  oq.\o\i  Alir£> 
l_>UyL-t-,  i— tioitiy  r\HL,ti 

^ov. 

25 

V^Ul  ICUI  Li 

MrNpill        trip  Ann 

1Y1L1  1LIII,   V  -  C  J I  I  IXZ,  iXl  11  1 

^ov. 

27 

Framinaham 

i   I  GI 1  111  1W I  lul  1 1 

Harrinntnn  ("nristin  Man; 

^ov. 

27 

Framinnh^m 
i  i  a  1 1  in  ly  i  lui  1 1 

r-tarrinrytnn  Hpnnj  \A/phstpr  TV/ 
■  lul i ii  lyLUi  i,  i  ici  ii  y  vv  cujiti  ,  iv 

^ov. 

29 

\^\Jl  ILUI  Li 

I  Pinrlr^ii  ^4^tnPiA;  Nirnnlas 

LyQI  ILU  QU ,  1 T  la  LI  ItS  Vv  1  ilLI  IUIU  o 

^ov. 

29 

Ronton 

UUj  LUI  1 

i*^nlp  ^liistin  f^nnr^ 

UU1C,  CILiOLlll  1  *  1V_A^/I  v 

Dec. 

3 

Rr»C  tnn 
UUj  LUI  1 

i  nmp  1  AnrlrpiA/  \A/illi^m 

L>U1  1  Ivll,  111  I  HI  v  W  VVllllUlll 

Dec. 

4 

V_^Ul  1L.UI  Li 

I  &c>  Kp\/in  Kai-Ttm 

L—t,t:,  XXcvlll  I\ai    I  Ui  1 

Dec. 

5 

L^UI  1L-UI  Li 

Qirn^rrl   Aim£>p  Fh7^K£>tn 

U 1 1 1 1  CXI  Li ,  /Millet:  L.U£,aUt.LI  1 

Dec. 

5 

V^Ul  I L,  UI  Li 

(linnpt   rJ^tn^nipl  RiiqqpII 

VJIUIItSL,   I  iu  LI  1U1  11C1  1  \U  OoCli 

Dec. 

7 

innrnrn 

UUl  1LU1  U 

1  nr^Q  V/irtnri^  Annp 

UULUj,    V  IL  LUI  1U  111  11  Iv 

Dec. 

8 

Ronton 

Uvo  LUI  1 

Simnn^nn  \A/pnrlpll  Allpn  I 

vju  i  iui  i oui  i,  v  v  ci  iucii  mien,  ii 

Dec. 

8 

Ronton 

UUj  LUI  1 

Simnn^nn  \A/illi^mQ  1  nrTi£>lrl 

UI  1  1  IUI  I  jUI  1 ,    VVllllUlllO  UU1  1  ivl vl 

Dec. 

12 

innrnrn 

Vw'Ul  1  vUI  Li 

I  nmnArnn  rLAtnloon  Ann 
LUI  HUalUU,  I\uLI            1  i\l  III 

Dec. 

17 

Vw/Ul  1L.UI  Li 

.loanenn    AIwcca  -Ii mo 
Ut-uiioUii,  niyooa  UUllc 

Dec. 

19 

i  nnrnrn 

Vw/Ul  1L.UI  Li 

i  nltin   Aarnn  \A7illi?*nr» 

Dec. 

19 

Rnctnn 

L)Uo  LUI  1 

hoonan   lironnn  i  1   nsr  oc 
vj)t.c-i  iui  i ,  vjttyuiy  L_^iiuiit:o 

Dec. 

19 

I    r\r\  r-  CVTf\ 
V_^UI  lvUI  Li 

L)t.!al         ,  Oui  a  nUoc 

Dec. 

23 

v  nnrnrn 

UUI  ILUI  U 

M^77Pn  ^lncni .Inhn 

Dec. 

24 

innrnrn 

UUI  ILUI  Li 

Williams  Kara  Rpth 

Dec. 

25 

i  nnrnrrl 

UWI  ILUI  vl 

n^iirininpp  Noil  .I^cnn 

L/uULil  111  Ice,  1  it-Il  UCloUl  1 

Dec. 

26 

Fitchburg 

Wilfert,  Alaura  Christine 

Dec. 

26 

Concord 

Black,  Jennifer  Leslie 

Dec. 

27 

Melrose 

Finn,  Matthew  Joseph 

Dec. 

27 

Boston 

Maguire,  Kathleen  Beth 

Dec. 

28 

Concord 

Costa,  John  Robert 

Dec. 

29 

Cambridge 

Murphy,  Scott  Frederick 

Births  recorded  in  this  office  after  December  29, 1978 


Warren  William  and  Pauline  Mary  Dennen 
Alfred  Diosdado  and  Rafaela  Marilu  Fernandez 
David  Myron  and  Joyce  Ellen  Sweeney 
Joseph  Carmen  Paul  and  Angelina  Sarifina  Borelli 
Justin  Patrick  and  Carolyn  Anne  Estelle  Allen 
James  Douglas  and  Carolyn  Kondrat 
Edward  Eugene  and  Marjorie  Rose  Kraemer 
Thomas  Oren  and  Denise  Grace  Dionne 
Peter  Joyce  and  Helen  Elizabeth  Scollins 
Norman  Ernest  and  Eleanor  Cuneo 
Wayne  Matthew  and  Paula  Ann  MacKenzie 
Stanley  Marshall  and  Joanne  Durkin 
Frank  Duncan  and  Marie  Cecile  Lynda  Prairie 
Manley  Bernard  and  Karen  Joanna  Keene 
Alvin  Leroy  and  Janice  Helen  Fortado 
Henry  Webster  and  Maureen  Theresa  Boyd 
Henry  Webster  and  Maureen  Theresa  Boyd 
Ulysses  Nicholas  and  Marilyn  Martha  Hatch 
Mark  Tenbroeck  and  Suzanne  Carol  Glazer 
Edward  Lewis  and  Barbara  Ann  Carney 
Chih  and  Grace  Yung  Ping  Chang 
Robert  George  and  Diane  Jeanne  Byers 
Mark  Leonard  and  Laurie  Ann  Parrazzo 
James  Rowan  and  Joy  Eileen  Graham 
Eric  Allen  and  Patricia  Ann  Ryan 
Eric  Allen  and  Patricia  Ann  Ryan 
L.arry  Lee  and  Pamela  Jean  Card 
Michael  Joseph  and  Debra  Grace  Rimbach 
David  Harry  and  Ethel  Louise  Tousignant 
Wayne  Edward  and  Susan  Elizabeth  Glendon 
Thomas  Charles  and  Maria  Christine  Angelo 
Raymond  and  Paula  Gale  Robertson 
George  Brooks  and  Kerry  Lynn  Hechler 
David  John  and  Deborah  Renne  Hubbard 
Ronald  Albert  and  Ruth  Kathleen  Wright 
Vernon  Mitchell  and  Rebecca  Jill  Ballinger 
Daniel  Joseph  and  Noreen  Mary  Donnelly 
Frank  Gregory  and  Abby  Sue  Joffe 
Robert  John  and  Jean  Antoinette  Wilkinson 
Stephen  Will  son  and  Joan  Del  Landesco 

are  NOT  included  in  the  above  list. 


62 

Voter  Registration 


As  of  December  12,1978 


Prprinct 

I     1            11  1V>  L 

Reoublicn 

Democrat 

Indepen- 

Total 

dent 

1 

277 

443 

1107 

1827 

2 

341 

371 

888 

1600 

3 

362 

389 

861 

1612 

4 

328 

409 

1016 

1753 

5 

435 

415 

926 

1776 

6 

233 

420 

804 

1457 

Totals 

1976 

2447 

5602 

10,025 

Record  of  Town  Election  Held  April  3,  1978 


Pet.  1 

Ptc.2 

Pet.  3 

Pet.  4 

Pet.  5 

Pet.  6 

Total 

Whole  number  of  ballots  cast 

231 

392 

440 

326 

399 

209 

1997 

MODERATOR,  One  Year 

Donald  MacKenzie 

192 

333 

61  £ 

1  too 

Blanks 

39 

59 

68 

40 

73 

26 

305 

SELECTMEN,  Three  Years  (2) 

Joyce  E.  Foley 

100 

208 

233 

175 

157 

93 

966 

Nancy  K.  Gerhardt 

50 

100 

66 

76 

60 

32 

384 

T.  Frederick  S.  Kennedy 

112 

180 

221 

144 

234 

99 

990 

Joseph  F.  King,  III 

11 

20 

5 

11 

14 

11 

72 

William  J.  Mustoe,  II 

20 

17 

29 

14 

83 

5 

118 

Ernest  E.  Nelson,  Jr. 

21 

45 

52 

37 

40 

25 

220 

Mario  Quadri,  Jr. 

23 

31 

43 

38 

48 

31 

213 

Robert  A.  Sundberg,  Jr. 

89 

96 

141 

100 

120 

77 

623 

Blanks 

36 

87 

91 

57 

92 

45 

408 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE,  Three  Years  (2) 

Robert  Evans,  Jr. 

151 

251 

285 

235 

246 

130 

1298 

F.  Dore  Hunter 

139 

247 

276 

217 

239 

137 

1255 

Blanks 

172 

286 

318 

200 

313 

152 

1441 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE,  Two  Years  (t 

o  fill  vacancy) 

Carole  Cochin 

86 

184 

233 

154 

191 

81 

929 

Susan  E.  Grolnic 

106 

142 

131 

125 

120 

87 

721 

Blanks 

39 

66 

76 

37 

88 

41 

347 

TRUSTEE  OF  MEMORIAL  LIBRARY,  Three  Years 

Vincent  Parrella 

177 

310 

342 

266 

320 

172 

1587 

Blanks 

54 

82 

98 

60 

79 

37 

410 

HOUSING  AUTHORITY,  Five  Years  (1) 

Joseph  S.  Mercurio 

121 

174 

189 

134 

151 

81 

850 

Cleon  E.  Phelps 

77 

154 

182 

130 

181 

94 

818 

Blanks 

33 

64 

69 

62 

67 

34 

329 

63 


Record  of  State  Primary  September  19, 1978 


Vote  of  the  Democratic  Party 

Pet.  1 

ret.  Z 

ret.  O 

Pet.  4 

Pet.  5 

Pet.  6 

Total 

Vhole  Number  of  Ballots  Cast 

251 

189 

o^o 

268 

OTO 

273 

271 

250 

-|  /"  OO 

1602 

enator  in  Congress 

Kathleen  Sullivan  Alioto 

1  O 

13 

12 

11 

1  *l 

17 

OO 

20 

1  O 

18 

Ol 

91 

'paul  Guzzi 

91 
CI 

JU 

97 

32 

oo 

28 

O/T 

26 

164 

Elaine  Noble 

oo 

32 

oo 

22 

15 

1  £ 

10 

1 1 

1  HA 

Howard  Phillips 

5 

1  o 

13 

10 

21 

20 

1  o 

12 

81 

Paul  E.  Tsongas 

1  T7 

177 

210 

204 

182 

1  OO 

189 

179 

11/11 

1141 

Blanks 

3 

o 

2 

1 

6 

3 

4 

1  o 

19 

iovemor 

Michael  S.  Dukakis 

1  OA 

184 

183 

1  OO 

loo 

loz 

161 

156 

1  OOO 

l(Jz9 

Barbara  Ackermann 

*i  o 
19 

36 

1  A 

14 

1  o 

18 

Ol 

21 

1  o 

19 

1  0"7 

127 

Edward  J.  King 

A  C 

46 

/O 

C~A 

64 

91 

O  *"7 

87 

73 

A  O  1 

43 1 

Blanks 

2 

n 

1 

o 

2 

o 

Z 

o 

2 

i  c 

15 

jeutenant  Governor 

Thomas  P.  O'Neil,  III 

1  OO 

oon 

01  c: 
£15 

oi  o 

210 

OA1 

20 1 

"1  OO 

190 

1  OOO 

1239 

Blanks 

oo 

07 

JO 

^co 
63 

/0 

/TO 

6U 

0£0 

363 

ittomey  ueneral 

Francis  X.  Bellotti 

iy2 

Zlo 

onn 
ZUU 

oon 
2UU 

iyo 

1  QQ 

ioy 

i  iyo 

ni  t 

Blanks 

CO 

/  1 

60 

TO 

73 

lb 

61 

4U/ 

ecretary 

Michael  Joseph  Connolly 

OA 

39 

A  1 
41 

O/l 

34 

35 

on 

27 

oo 

28 

OO  A 

204 

David  E.  Crosby 

10 

1  A 

14 

11 

1  O 

18 

i  i 
11 

"1  O 

lo 

77 

John  Fulham 

6 

Q 
O 

1 

9 

1  o 

12 

o 

9 

r*  i 

51 

William  James  Galvin  Jr. 

1  n 

1U 

on 

1  Q 
lo 

13 

15 

5 

76 

James  W.  Hennigan  Jr. 

12 

6 

y 

1 1 

Q 
O 

Q 
O 

Lois  G.  Pines 

126 

136 

149 

142 

134 

134 

821 

Anthony  J.  Vigliotti 

1  A 

14 

27 

16 

-1  o 

10 

Ol 

21 

1  o 

18 

1  O/^ 

106 

Blanks 

O/l 

34 

0^7 

37 

or* 

29 

O  f 

35 

A  O 

43 

o  r- 

35 

Ol  o 

213 

'reasurer 

Robert  Q.  Crane 

83 

11-7 

117 

106 

-i  or" 

105 

O  A 

84 

1  oo 

100 

rnr 

595 

Lawrence  E.  Blacke 

12 

1 1 
11 

11 

7 

o 

9 

o 

9 

r-  o 

59 

Paul  R.  Cacchiotti 

A 

4 

A 

4 

A 

4 

7 

1 

■i 

1 

01 

21 

Lawrence  S.  DiCara 

92 

OO 

93 

73 

81 

96 

76 

511 

Thomas  D.  Lopes 

o 

9 

7 

17 

22 

9 

11 

75 

Dayce  Philip  Moore 

7 

12 

12 

12 

18 

9 

70 

Blanks 

44 

45 

45 

39 

54 

44 

271 

.uditor 

Thaddeus  Buczko 

o  r* 

95 

124 

oo 

98 

1  OO 

123 

OO 

93 

96 

r  oo 

629 

Peter  G.  Meade 

111 

122 

130 

110 

121 

113 

707 

Blanks 

A  C* 

45 

A  O 

43 

A  O 

40 

40 

57 

41 

266 

tepresentative  in  Congress 

Ronald  A.  Burba 

6 

6 

o 

8 

3 

4 

7 

34 

Robert  F.  Ha  tern 

14 

23 

18 

27 

24 

21 

127 

John  K.  Markey 

102 

147 

111 

106 

132 

121 

719 

Michael  E.  McLaughlin 

22 

25 

24 

27 

39 

29 

166 

Raymond  F.  Rourke 

19 

8 

-1  o 

13 

15 

16 

8 

79 

James  M.  Shannon 

48 

49 

77 

72 

30 

30 

306 

r>i  i 

Blanks 

a  r\ 

40 

31 

17 

23 

26 

34 

171 

councillor 

Herbert  L.  Connolly 

84 

98 

105 

72 

69 

84 

512 

Raymond  P.  McKeon 

73 

89 

84 

108 

107 

80 

541 

Blanks 

94 

102 

79 

93 

95 

86 

549 

Senator  in  General  Court 

Chester  G.  Atkins 

200 

236 

218 

229 

208 

203 

1294 

Robert  C.  Bowler 

21 

34 

31 

30 

36 

26 

178 

Blanks 

30 

19 

19 

14 

27 

21 

130 

64 


Representative  in  General  Court 


Genevra  R.  Counihan 

177 

213 

202 

199 

186 

177 

1154 

Blanks 

74 

76 

66 

74 

85 

73 

448 

District  Attompu 

*Iohn  e]  Oronpu 

83 

98 

88 

84 

77 

71 

501 

v/VS  X 

Guy  A.  Carbone 

24 

41 

42 

25 

43 

29 

204 

Scott  Harshbaroer 

92 

104 

97 

133 

93 

107 

626 

Blanks 

52 

46 

41 

31 

58 

43 

271 

Rpoistpr  of  Prohatp  anH  Insolvpnru 

Paul  (I  dauanauoh 

1    Civil  \J  •   \>UVU1  IUUm>  I 

81 

103 

83 

87 

88 

74 

516 

Edward  J  Bishon  Jr 

17 

25 

20 

22 

15 

13 

112 

Francis  X.  Conahue 

17 

19 

24 

14 

18 

24 

116 

Leonard  F  Deacon  Doule 

13 

15 

28 

22 

14 

18 

110 

John  R.  Harvey 

11 

14 

10 

19 

21 

12 

87 

Ralnh  R  Hoaan 

12 

14 

10 

14 

13 

7 

70 

Blanks 

100 

99 

93 

95 

102 

102 

591 

Countu  Oommissionpr 

John  L  Danehu 

y  v"i  ii  i  i  # .  l/ui  ivi  ly 

53 

76 

68 

71 

56 

58 

382 

William  C  Chisholm  fir 

T  V  1111U1  1  1   v  •  V— '  1  1 1  J  1  IVll  11  Ul  ■ 

10 

25 

15 

18 

15 

13 

96 

Michael  T.  Cunningham 

29 

36 

38 

20 

36 

31 

190 

Bpmard  rl  Hpnnpssu 

1  1    1 1  IU1  vl  CJ  .   1  1CI  11  ICO  J  y 

59 

59 

65 

76 

75 

55 

389 

Blanks 

100 

X  \J\J 

93 

82 

88 

89 

93 

545 

Countu  Treasurer 

Rorrn  A  Antnnplli 

28 

39 

v*  -J 

26 

27 

20 

15 

155 

James  F  Brennan 

UUi  1  IVO    1     •    LSI  vl  11  IUI  1 

9 

11 

11 

11 

14 

8 

64 

Thomas  F  Couahlin 

1  I  IV-/ 1  l  1UO  1    •    V'VUmI  1111  1 

37 

37 

41 

34 

42 

42 

233 

Donald  A  Fantini 

9 

15 

X  \J 

7 

13 

12 

10 

66 

Charles  A.  Gallagher 

30 

35 

41 

39 

36 

36 

217 

Richard  D.  Mahoney 

9 

23 

11 

21 

15 

15 

94 

John  J.  Twomey 

31 

37 

45 

39 

39 

27 

218 

Blanks 

98 

92 

86 

89 

93 

97 

555 

Record  off  State  Primary  September  19, 1978 

Vote  of  the  Republican  Party 

Whole  Number  of  Ballots  Cast 

180 

262 

277 

241 

265 

155 

1380 

Senator  in  Congress 

Edward  W.  Brooke 

92 

121 

124 

125 

126 

68 

656 

Avi  Nelson 

86 

138 

148 

115 

137 

85 

709 

Blanks 

2 

3 

5 

1 

2 

2 

15 

Governor 

Francis  W.  Hatch  Jr. 

89 

118 

156 

124 

151 

70 

708 

Edward  F.  King 

82 

125 

109 

110 

107 

73 

606 

Blanks 

9 

19 

12 

7 

7 

12 

X  i— 

66 

Lieutenant  Governor 

William  I.  Cowin 

89 

131 

141 

131 

79 

714 

William  I.  Cowin 

89 

131 

141 

131 

143 

79 

714 

Peter  L.  McDowell 

61 

96 

86 

76 

83 

47 

449 

Blanks 

30 

35 

50 

34 

39 

29 

217 

Attorney  General 

William  F.  Weld 

135 

191 

211 

195 

203 

77 

1012 

Blanks 

45 

71 

66 

46 

62 

78 

368 

Secretary 

John  W.  Sears 

144 

198 

213 

199 

212 

77 

1043 

Blanks 

36 

64 

64 

42 

53 

78 

337 

65 


Treasurer 


i reasuiei 
Lewis  S  W.  Crampton 

136 

192 

207 

193 

202 

75 

1005 

Blanks 

44 

70 

70 

48 

63 

80 

375 

Auditor 

William  A.  Casey 

134 

194 

204 

191 

203 

76 

1002 

Blanks 

46 

68 

73 

50 

62 

79 

378 

Representative  in  Congress 

John  J.  Buckley 

109 

157 

170 

138 

158 

97 

829 

Nicholas  D.  Rizzo 

52 

81 

82 

82 

88 

38 

423 

Blanks 

19 

24 

25 

21 

19 

20 

128 

Councillor 

Blanks 

180 

262 

277 

241 

265 

155 

1380 

Senator  in  General  Court 

Blanks 

180 

262 

277 

241 

265 

155 

1380 

Representative  in  General  Court 

John  H.  Loring 

140 

212 

226 

196 

218 

129 

1121 

Blanks 

40 

50 

51 

45 

47 

26 

259 

District  Attorney 

Guy  Carbone 

4 

2 

5 

10 

3 

5 

29 

Blanks 

176 

260 

272 

231 

262 

150 

1351 

Register  of  Probate  and  Insolvency 

James  Veneziano 

0 

0 

8 

0 

0 

6 

14 

Blanks 

180 

262 

269 

241 

265 

149 

1366 

County  Commissioner 

Joan  Needleman 

4 

3 

11 

10 

5 

6 

39 

Did!  lisb 

J.  /  \J 

259 

266 

231 

260 

149 

1341 

County  Treasurer 

Blanks 

180 

262 

277 

241 

265 

155 

1380 

State  Election  Held  November  7, 1978 

D  Democratic 

R  Republican 

I  Independent 

Pet.  1 

Pet.  2 

Pet.  3 

Pet.  4 

Pet.  5 

Pet.  6 

Total 

Whole  Number  of  Ballots  Cast 

1002 

1140 

1144 

1120 

1204 

895 

6505 

Senator  in  Congress 

Edward  W.  Brooke 

R 

474 

590 

582 

530 

605 

424 

3205 

Paul  E.  Tsongas 

D 

509 

524 

552 

571 

575 

451 

3182 

Avi  Nelson 

1 

8 

2 

10 

0 

4 

25 

Blanks 

18 

18 

8 

9 

24 

16 

93 

Governor-Lieutenant  Governor 

Hatch  and  Cowin 

R 

719 

703 

752 

723 

834 

567 

4298 

King  and  O'Neill 

D 

251 

409 

354 

363 

335 

299 

2011 

Michael  Dukakis 

11 

13 

5 

17 

1 

14 

61 

Blanks 

21 

15 

33 

17 

34 

15 

135 

Attorney  General 

Francis  X.  Bellotti 

D 

718 

812 

759 

799 

845 

652 

4585 

William  F.  Weld 

R 

253 

300 

359 

289 

328 

221 

1750 

Blanks 

31 

28 

26 

32 

31 

22 

170 

Secretary 

Michael  Joseph  Connolly 

D 

435 

435 
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Dog  Licenses 

All  dog  licenses  expire  March  31,  1979.  Dogs  must 
be  licensed  on  or  before  April  1st  or  the  owners  or 
keepers  thereof  are  liable  to  a  fine.  The  law  applies  to  all 
dogs  three  months  old  or  over,  regardless  of  time  of  year 
ownership  is  acquired.  No  tax  bills  are  sent  to  owners 
of  dogs. 

Report  of  Dog  Licenses  Issued 


Through  November  30,  1978 
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Jury  Selection 

January  1979  heralded  a  new  system  for  jury 
selection  in  Middlesex  county  which  is  expected  to  be 
adopted  statewide  after  a  trial  period.  The  Jury 
Commissioner  and  his  staff  has  completed  control  over 
the  random  selection  of  prospective  jurors.  Each  city  and 
town  is  required  to  submit  a  sequentially  numbered  list  of 
its  residents,  age  seventeen  and  over  as  of  January  1st, 
derived  from  its  annual  census,  to  the  Jury  Commissioner. 
Eighteen  is  the  minimum  age  for  prospetive  juror  and  the 
maximum  age  of  seventy  has  been  abolished,  as  have  all 
occupational  exemptions.  If  called  to  duty  you  may 
expect  to  serve  on  a  one  day,  or  one  case  basis.  It  is  to 
be  expected  that  most  of  those  called  will  serve  one  day. 
A  Jury  Commission  Hotline  toll-free  number  1-800-792- 
5117  is  available  on  a  twenty-four  hour  a  day  basis  for 
questions. 


Former  Town  Clerk  Charles  MacRae  chats  with  Rep.  John  Loring  (R-Acton)  and  Len  Rae  during  MacRae's 
open  house,  held  at  the  end  of  the  year  In  honor  of  his  retirement. 
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MacRae  Retires 

By  Mary  Poole 

"When  there's  work  to  be  done,  you  do  it,"  says 
Acton's  retiring  Town  Clerk  Charles  MacRae,  who's  been 
using  that  philosophy  during  25  years  of  service  to  that 
town. 

Hard  work  has  gotten  him  through  what  he  calls 
some  "difficult  years"  when  the  town  was  growing  rapidly 
and  the  clerk's  office  was  understaffed  and  overcrowded. 
With  a  "little  bit  more  help  and  a  little  bit  more  space"  it 
would  have  been  easier,  MacRae  admits.  But  he  says  he 
has  no  regrets  and  no  hard  feelings  about  the  job  he  was 
first  elected  in  1956.  "It's  civic  responsibility  to  devote 
some  time  to  your  town,"  says  MacRae,  "Besides,  I 
like  it." 

MacRae  started  in  town  government  as  Treasurer- 
Collector  in  1953,  seven  years  after  he  and  his  wife  moved 
to  Acton.  In  1956  he  began  his  first  term  as  Town 
Clerk,  but  was  also  asked  to  fill  in  for  a  year  as  Treasurer- 
Collector  again  when  the  new  one  resigned.  After  warm- 
ing up  in  both  jobs,  he  knew  which  one  he  preferred  - 
the  Town  Clerk's  job  was  "far  more  interesting."  Although 
it  demanded  a  lot  of  time,  the  job  was  not  as  restrictive 
as  the  schedule  he  kept  as  tax  collector  working  out  of 
his  home.  "As  Treasurer-Collector,  I  once  had  someone 
come  on  Christmas  day  to  pay  a  bill,"  he  recalls. 

The  Town  Clerk  has  a  wide  range  of  dunes  that  many 
citizens  don't  even  know  about.  Besides  the  dog  licenses, 
birth  certificates,  jury  lists  and  election  tallies,  he  is  also 
responsible  for  knowing  and  implementing  state  laws.  The 
job  just  keeps  growing.  This  is  one  office  that  is  de- 
finitely tied  to  population  growth.  And  every  year,  the 
state  legislature  adds  a  new  duty,"  says  MacRae.  Town 
Clerks  are  now  responsible  for  directing  campaign 
financing,  and  publicizing  hearings  under  the  open 
meeting  law. 

The  most  challenging  part  of  the  job  to  him  was 
"delving  into  state  law"  and  MacRae  is  somewhat  of  an 
expert.  He  never  took«a  Bar  exam,  but  several  years  of 
law  courses  helped  him  in  his  town  post  and  his  full-time 
career  in  real  estate  insurance. 

MacRae  joined  Harris  Insurance  in  1934  as  a  junior 
partner  and  became  the  full  owner  when  his  employer 
retired.  He  sold  the  insurance  business  eight  years  ago, 
but  "didn't  really  retire."  "I  remained  a  part  of  it,  but  I  didn't 
have  much  work  to  do.  And  it  didn't  detract  from  the 
work  I  was  doing  for  the  town,"  MacRae  says. 

Over  the  years  as  Town  Clerk,  MacRae  estimates  he 
put  in  "well  over  40  hours  a  week"  for  a  job  that  was 
officially  salaried  at  20  hours  a  week.  In  the  last  three 
years,  he  has  also  received  a  salary  as  the  town's 
Veteran's  Agent. 

During  election  times,  MacRae  ended  up  "working  24 
nours  a  day,"  including  well  into  the  morning  hours 
counting  the  paper  ballots  that  Acton  still  uses.  With  full- 
time  assistant  Virginia  Milbery,  who  retired  in  1977,  and 


13  workers  in  each  of  the  six  precincts,  tallying  the  votes 
was  still  a  time-consuming  project.  Overtime  costs  were 
high  too,  and  MacRae  was  the  first  to  suggest  that  the 
town  convert  to  electonic  voting  machines  to  save  money, 
"it's  the  only  sensible  thing  to  do,"  says  MacRae.  The 
town  may  consider  installing  them  by  the  1980 
Presidential  election,  at  the  request  of  new  Town  Clerk 
Lydia  Lesure. 

MacRae  trained  his  successor  last  fall,  and  feels  that 
"she  will  approach  the  job  properly."  And  he  hopes  that 
current  talk  about  renovating  the  town  hall  basement  to 
give  the  town  clerk  more  room  will  become  a  reality, 
because  the  upstairs  office  is  not  adequate,  with  its  one 
telephone  and  limited  file  space. 

MacRae  will  enlist  the  aid  of  several  fellow  members 
of  the  Middlesex  Clerk's  Association,  which  he  founded, 
and  retains  a  lifetime  membership  in.  He  later  joined 
the  state,  New  England  and  international  clerk 
associations. 

And  it  was  his  longtime  friends  and  associates  in  the 
county  clerk's  association  that  first  celebrated  his 
retirement  last  December.  The  town  sponsored  an  open 
house  for  him  at  the  West  Acton  Baptist  Church,  and 
many  well-wishers  showed  up  to  herald  his  retirement. 

Tm  not  getting  any  younger,  although  as  far  as 
government  is  concerned,  we  can  go  to  age  70,"  says 
MacRae.  "But  I  probably  should  have  retired  a  year  ago. 
I  think  my  wife  would  have  retired  a  year  ago  if  I  had 
asked  her.  We  were  both  getting  on." 

Iris  MacRae  died  last  fall,  after  an  unexpected 
stroke.  She  was  still  active  as  an  associate  professor 
in  the  Simmons  College  School  of  Social  Work.  Along 
with  pioneering  a  master's  program  there  and  founding 
the  Middlesex  Mental  Health  Association,  she  also  raised 
four  children. 

MacRae  spent  the  holidays  with  his  children  and 
grandchildren  in  his  West  Acton  home  and  will  probably 
travel  to  their  homes  in  Maine,  Marlboro  and  California 
in  the  spring. 

Meanwhile,  he  has  plenty  of  work  with  the  manual 
project.  And  despite  the  fact  that  he's  retiring  from  town 
government  after  25  years,  he  still  retains  a  vital  interest 
in  it. 

"Democracy  has  worked  very  well  in  this  country  and 
it  should  continue.  But,  we  need  to  take  a  good  hard  look 
at  what  our  government  is  doing.  I  would  like  to  see 
the  majority  of  officials  directly  responsible  to  the 
electorate,"  says  MacRae. 

"If  I  didn't  know  municipal  government  as  well  or 
better  than  most  people  in  town,  I  wouldn't  have  been 
doing  it  all  these  years"  he  adds,  but  the  time  was  right 
last  December  to  step  down  from  his  post. 

"Times  change,"  after  all,  and  "you  can't  go  on 
forever  doing  the  same  thing." 

Reprinted  by  permission  of  the  Acton 
Minute-Man 


Town  Meeting 


William  L.  Kingman  of  Esterbrook  Rd.  casts  his  vote  as  Kathy  Crockett  cranks  ii 
the  ballot  during  April  town  elections. 
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Moderator 


The  Moderator  performs  two  basic  functions  -  making 
appointments  and  presiding  at  Town  Meetings.  1978 
was  a  relatively  busy  year  for  Finance  Committee 
appointments,  seeing  Mr.  Wilson  Bursaw  and  Mrs. 
Mary  McCarthy  reappointed  to  three  year  terms  and  Mr. 
Jeff  Bergart  also  appointed  to  a  three  year  term  replacing 
Mr.  Don  McGuiness  who  resigned  after  completing 
several  years  of  excellent  service.  In  addition  Mr.  Ted 
York  was  appointed  to  fill  the  vacancy  created  by  Mrs. 
Joyce  Foley's  election  to  the  Board  of  Selectmen.  At 
year's  end  the  Moderator  regretfully  accepted  the 
resignation  of  Mr.  Brent  Wilkes  who  is  leaving  Acton. 

Mr.  John  Putnam,  who  has  served  Acton  in  several 
capacities,  including  Moderator,  was  appointed  to  the 
Minuteman  Regional  Vocational  Committee  filling  the 
vacancy  created  by  the  resignation  of  Mr.  Charles  E. 
Courtright,  who  faithfully  served  the  Town  as  our 
Minuteman  representative  since  the  school's  founding. 

1978  saw  three  sessions  of  Town  Meeting.  The 
Annual  Town  Meeting  began  on  April  10  and  ran  4 
additional  nights.  Its  Warrant  contained  41  Articles 
making  it  slightly  larger  than  the  37  articles  of  1977's 
meeting.  Of  particular  note  was  the  passage  of  a 
$4,194,515.00  Town  Budget  for  General  Government 
and  a  $8,300,008.00  School  Budget. 


Contained  with  the  Annual  Town  Meeting  was  a 
three  article  Special  Town  Meeting  convened  at  7:45  P.M. 
on  April  12. 

On  June  14  an  8  article  Special  Town  Meeting  was 
held  and  completed  with  dispatch  despite  the  potential 
controversy  forecast  by  many  concerned  citizens. 

In  general  the  Moderator  believes  the  open  form  of 
Town  Meeting  continued  to  serve  Acton's  citizenry  well 
in  1978.  While  the  level  of  attendance  is  still  somewhat 
below  optimum,  particularly  at  Special  Town  Meetings, 
the  level  of  debate  and  the  conduct  of  the  voters  remained 
consistently  high.  Issues  appeared  to  be  fairly  discussed, 
opinions  formed  and  reformed,  and  votes  on  individual 
issues  were  often  exceptionally  close. 

Because  of  the  real  opportunity  for  meaningful  citizen 
involvement  and  the  fact  that  your  individual  vote  can 
make  the  difference  the  Moderator  would  like  to 
encourage  your  attendance  and  participation  in  the  1979 
Town  Meeting  sessions. 

Donald  MacKenzie 
Moderator 


Abstract  of  The  Proceedings  of  The 

Special  Town  Meeting  April  12, 1978 

Moderator  called  the  meeting  to  order  at  7:45  P.M. 
Article  1 :    Housing  Authority;  Elderly  Housing  Project 

Voted:  To  authorize  the  Acton  Housing  Authority  to  provide  low  income  housing  for  the  elderly  in  addition  to 
the  elderly  housing  development  on  Windsor  Avenue. 

Article  2:    MBTA  Assessment 

Voted:  To  transfer  the  sum  of  $2,986.89  from  the  balance  voted  under  Article  3  of  the  April  14,  1976  Special 
Town  Meeting,  and  the  sum  of  $9,083.50  from  the  balance  voted  under  Article  4  of  the  April  14, 1976  Town  Meeting 
and  appropriate  such  sums  to  pay  Acton's  share  of  the  cost  of  commuter  rail  service  between  Boston  to 
South  Acton  as  assessed  from  time  to  time  by  the  MBTA. 

Article  3: 

Voted:   To  raise  and  appropriate  the  sum  of  $30,000.00  to  be  used  by  the  Board  of  Assessors  to  perform 
data  verification  of  single  family  residences  by  interior  inspections,  and  exterior  inspections  at  the  discretion  of  the 
Board  of  Assessors,  for  the  purpose  of  improving  the  real  estate  data  base. 
Resolution: 

Moved  that  the  Town  adopt  the  following  resolution: 

This  Town  Meeting  requests  the  Board  of  Selectmen  to  appoint  five  citizens,  including  at  least  three  persons 
skilled  in  some  aspect  of  local  real  estate  valuation,  as  an  Advisory  Committee  to  the  Board  of  Assessors  to 
help  in  evaluating  the  results  of  the  computer  assisted  mass  appraisal. 

Motion  lost. 


Adjourned  at  11:10  P.M. 


Charles  M.  MacRae 


71 


Police  Chief  Chauncey  Fenton  describes  his  request  for  additional  patrolmen  to  voters  during  town 
meeting. 

Abstract  of  The  Proceedings  of  The 
Annual  Town  Meeting  April  10. 1978  and 
Adjourned  Sessions  April  11, 12, 13,  and  April  20, 1978 

Moderator  called  the  meeting  to  order  at  7:35  P.M. 
Article  1:  Officers 

To  choose  all  necessary  Town  Officers  and  Committees  and  fix  the  salaries  and  compensation  of  all  the 
elective  officers  of  the  town. 
Voted  unanimously:  To  elect: 

Eleanor  P.  Wilson  as  trustee  of  the  Elizabeth  White  Fund,  term  to  expire  1981 . 

H.  Stuart  MacGregor  as  trustee  of  the  West  Acton  Firemen's  Relief  Fund,  term  to  expire  1981 . 

John  F.  McLaughlin  as  trustee  of  the  Acton  Firemen's  Relief  Fund,  term  to  expire  1981 . 

Nancy  Anne  Gilberti  as  trustee  of  the  Charlotte  L.  Goodnow  Fund,  term  expire  1981 . 

Corinne  Merkh  as  trustee  of  the  Citizens  Library  Association  of  West  Acton,  term  to  expire  1981 . 

Voted  unanimously:  to  fix  the  compensation  for  elected  officers  as  follows: 
Moderator:  $20.00  per  each  night  per  meeting 

Board  of  Chairman  $750.00 

Selectmen        Clerk   650.00 

Members   650.00 

Article  2:  Reports 

Voted  unanimously:  to  accept  the  reports  of  the  various  Town  Officers  and  boards  as  set  in  the  Town  Report. 
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Article  3:    Wage  and  Salary  Changes 

Voted:  To  postpone  action  until  completion  of  Article  30. 
Article  4:    Personnel  By-Law;  Classification  Changes  and  Additions 

Voted:  To  amend  Schedule  A  of  the  Personnel  By-Law  by  making  following  changes: 

Cemetery  Superintendent  E-5  to  E-7 

Town  Accountant  $2,500  in  addition  to  salary  in 

classification  schedule 

Article  5:    Contributory  Retirement  System 

Voted  unanimously:  To  raise  and  appropriate  $28,000,  pursuant  to  G.L.  c.  40,  S.  5D,  to  be  held  as  a  special 
fund  to  offset  the  anticipated  costs  of  funding  the  contributory  retirement  system. 
Article  6: 

Motion:    To  accept  Section  9E  of  Chapter  32B  of  the  General  Laws,  which  authorizes  the  Town  to  make 
contributions  in  excees  of  50  percent  of  the  premium  for  certain  group  health  and  life  insurance  policies  for 
retired  employees;  and  to  raise  and  appropriate  $8,000  for  such  purposes  for  the  fiscal  year  1979. 
Total  vote  -  365        Yes -164        No -201     Motion  lost. 

Voted:  To  adjourn  at  11:00  P.M.  on  completion  of  article  under  discussion  until  7:30  P.M.,  Tuesday,  April  11th. 
Article  7:    Town  Budget 

Discussed  Items  1  through  22. 
Adjourned  at  11 :05  P.M. 

Tuesday,  April  1 1 , 1978.  Moderator  called  the  meeting  to  order  at  7:50  P.M. 
Article  7: 

Discussed  Items  23  through  106. 

Voted:  To  adjourn  at  11:00  P.M.  on  completion  of  article  under  discussion  until  7:30  P.M.  Wednesday,  April  12th. 
Adjourned  at  11:06  P.M. 

Wednesday,  April  12, 1978.  Moderator  called  the  meeting  to  order  at  7:38  P.M. 
Article  7: 

Voted  unanimously:  That  the  Town  budget  for  the  period  July  1,  1978  to  June  30,  1979,  be  raised  and 
appropriated  in  its  entirety,  except  that  $6,500.00  be  appropriated  from  the  Library  Receipts  reserved  for 
appropriation  for  Library  use,  $2,400.00  be  appropriated  from  receipts  from  the  County  Dog  Fund  reserved  for 
appropriation  for  Library  use,  and  $200,000.00  be  appropriated  from  Federal  Revenue  Sharing  Receipts  for  Police 

Department  use: 


GENERAL  GOVERNMENT 


Moderator: 

Town  Assessors: 

1.  Salary 

$  260.00 

19.  Salary 

22,986.00 

2.  Expenses 

20.00 

20.  Expenses 

32,917.00 

Finance  Committee: 

Town  Clerk: 

3.  Expenses 

200.00 

21.  Salary 

7,706.00 

Selectmen: 

22.  Expenses 

1,085.00 

4.  Salaries 

44,979.00 

Elections  &  Registrations: 

5.  Expenses 

24,770.00 

23.  Salaries 

14,255.00 

6.  Capital  Outlay 

3,500.00 

24.  Expenses 

9,300.00 

7.  Legal  Services 

31,000.00 

Planning  Board: 

8.  Legal  Services  Expenses 

1,000.00 

25.  Salaries 

15,365.00 

9.  Appraisals  &  Surveys 

1,000.00 

26.  Expenses 

5,635.00 

10.  Out-of-State  Travel  (A  Depts.) 

1,500.00 

Personnel  Board: 

Town  Office  Clerical  Staff: 

27.  Expenses 

100.00 

11.  Salaries 

173,582.00 

Board  of  Appeals: 

Engineering  Department: 

28.  Expenses 

400.00 

12.  Salaries 

81,255.00 

Conservation  Commission: 

13.  Expenses 

5,200.00 

29.  Salaries 

5,647.00 

14.  Capital  Outlay 

30.  Expenses 

3,445.00 

Town  Accountant: 

Archives  Committee: 

15.  Salary 

22,886.00 

31.  Expenses 

1,232.00 

16.  Expenses 

14,345.00 

Public  Ceremonies  &  Celebrations: 

Town  Treasurer: 

32.  Expenses 

2,325.00 

17.  Salary 

18,184.00 

18.  Expenses 

14,360.00 
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Building  &  Grounds  Maintenance: 

33.  Salaries 

23,597.00 

34.  Utilities 

56,800.00 

35.  Expenses 

22,590.00 

36.  Capital  Outlay 

Town  Report  Committee: 

37.  Expenses 

8,000.00 

Youth  Commission: 

38.  CODE 

8,000.00 

39.  Expenses 

8,500.00 

Historical  Commission: 

40.  Expenses 

435.00 

Council  on  Aging: 

41.  Expenses 

12,320.00 

TOTAL  GENERAL  GOVERNMENT 

$  700,681.00 

PROTECTION  OF  PERSONS  AND  PROPERTY 

$388  307  00 

1 24  882  00 

J.       i  ,  yjKji-  ■  \J\J 

/l  /l  Fvivincoc 

26  307  00 

•+0.   V^apilal  UUlldy 

1  700  00 

rile  UcjJai  u l  it. 1 1 1 . 

46.  Regular  Salaries 

crv/i  7/i  o  nn 

h  / .  \-/iner  Oaianes 

i  Ad.  c.oo  00 

to.  expenses 

4-7.  i_apuai  V-Juiiay 

d  fidS  00 

Sealer  of  Weights  and  Measures .' 

ou.  oaiary 

600  00 

oi.  cjcpenses 

1 90  00 

Insect  Pest  Control: 

dc  wages 

^OQ  00 

53.  Expenses 

o,ooo.UU 

Town  Forest  Committee: 

*_TT.     LA  j-Ail  loco 

100  00 

Tree  Department: 

55.  Wages 

9,075.00 

56.  Expenses 

8,710.00 

Inspector  of  Wires: 

57.  Expenses 

3,000.00 

Inspector  of  Gas  Piping  &  Appliances: 

58.  Expenses 

2,000.00 

Building  Inspector: 

59.  Salaries 

39,119.00 

60.  Expenses 

2,850.00 

Dog  Officer: 

61.  Wages 

1,200.00 

62.  Expenses 

700.00 

Building  Committee: 

63.  Expenses 

50.00 

Civil  Defense: 

64.  Expenses 

2,650.00 

Town  Utilities: 

65.  Hydrant  Rental 

40,230.00 

66.  Street  Lighting 

56,000.00 

HIGHWAYS 


TOTAL  PROTECTION  OF  PERSONS 
AND  PROPERTY  $1 ,431 ,528.00 


Highway  Department: 


67. 

Salaries  &  Wages 

228,139.00 

68. 

Overtime  for  Snow 

26,250.00 

69. 

General  Expenses 

64,545.00 

70. 

Drainage 

21,714.00 

71. 

Snow  &  Ice  Removal 

72,800.00 

72. 

Machinery  Expenses 

oZ,UUU.UU 

73. 

Gasoline  &  Diesel  Fuel 

58,624.00 

74. 

Secondary  Roads  Maintenance 

63,000.00 

75. 

Primary  Roads  Maintenance 

50,000.00 

76. 

Capital  Outlay 

8,600.00 

TOTAL  HIGHWAYS 

$  655,672.00 

HEALTH  AND  SANITATION 


Board  of  Health: 

77.  Salaries 

78.  Expenses 

79.  Garbage  Collection 
Inspector  of  Animals: 

80.  Wages 

81.  Expenses 
Plumbing  Inspector: 

82.  Expenses 

TOTAL  HEALTH  AND  SANITATION 

CEMETERIES 


64,558.00 
45,317.00 
36,000.00 

200.00 
70.00 

3,000.00 
$  149,145.00 


Cemeteries: 

83.  Salaries  &  Wages 

84.  Expenses 

85.  Capital  Outlay 
TOTAL  CEMETERIES 


61,969.00 
15,045.00 

$  77,014.00 


RECREATION 


Recreation  Department: 

86.  Salaries  &  Wages 

87.  Expenses 

88.  Capital  Outlay 
TOTAL  RECREATION 


VETERAN'S  AID 


Veterans'  Services: 

89.  Salary 

90.  Expenses 

91.  Aid 

TOTAL  VETERAN'S  AID 


PENSIONS 


Pension  Fund: 
92.  Pensions 
TOTAL  PENSIONS 


77,872.00 
30,740.00 
500.00 
$  109,112.00 


6,652.00 
258.00 
25,000.00 
$  31,910.00 


186,667.00 
$  186,667.00 
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INSURANCE 

Insurance: 

93.  Group  Health 

94.  Other  Insurance 

95.  Insurance  Advisory 
TOTAL  INSURANCE 


LIBRARIES 


280,618.00 
110,355.00 
1,500.00 
$  392,473.00 


MATURING  DEBT  AND  INTEREST  - 
TOWN  GOVERNMENT 

Highway  Department  Building: 

96.  Maturing  Debt  30,000.00 

97.  Interest  855.00 
Highway  Department  Equipment: 

98.  Maturing  Debt  60,000.00 

99.  Interest  1,320.00 
Conservation  Commission: 

100.  Maturing  Debt  68,175.00 

101.  Interest  9,365.00 
Sanitary  Landfill: 

102.  Maturing  Debt  26,825.00 

103.  Interest  3,370.00 
Fire  Truck  (Parking  Lot  76/77): 

104.  Maturing  Debt  35,000.00 

105.  Interest  680.00 
Anticipation  of  Revenue  Notes: 

106.  Interest  20,000.00 
TOTAL  MATURING  DEBT  AND 

INTEREST  -  TOWN  GOVERNMENT  $  255,590.00 


Memorial  Library: 

107.  Salaries 

108.  Expenses 

109.  Books 

110.  Capital  Outlay 
West  Acton  Library: 

111.  Salaries 

112.  Expenses 
TOTAL  LIBRARIES 


133,106.00 
26,047.00 
31,200.00 
750.00 

8,585.00 
5,035.00 
$  204,723.00 


MATURING  DEBT  &  INTEREST  LIBRARIES 


Maturing  Debt  &  Interest  Libraries: 

113.  Maturing  Debt 

114.  Interest 

TOTAL  MATURING  DEBT  AND 
INTEREST  -  LIBRARIES 


TOTAL  BUDGET  -  ARTICLE  7 


$4,194,515.00 


Article  8:    Local  and  Regional  School  Budget 

To  see  what  sums  of  money  the  Town  will  raise  and  appropriate  from  available  funds,  to  defray  the  necessary 
expenses  of  the  local  and  regional  schools. 

Voted:  That  the  following  budget  schedule  for  local  and  regional  schools,  for  the  period  July,  1,  1978  to 
June  30, 1979,  be  raised  and  appropriated: 


LOCAL SCHOOLS 

Local  Schools: 
1 15A. Opera  ting  Expenses 
1 15B.Out  of  State  Travel 
116.  Blanchard  Auditorium 

$3,924,509.00 

MATURING  DEBT  AND  INTEREST  -  LOCAL  SCHOOLS 


$3,881,059.00 
1,350.00 
42,100.00 


McCarthy-Towne  School: 

117.  Note  Interest 

118.  Interest 
Merriam  School: 

119.  Maturing  Debt 

120.  Interest 
Douglas  School: 

121.  Maturing  Debt 

122.  Interest 
Gates  School: 

123.  Maturing  Debt 


80,000.00 
26,040.00 


35,000.00 
9,188.00 

55,000.00 


21,423.00 

80,000.00 
57,000.00 


124.  Interest 
Conant  School: 

125.  Maturing  Debt 

126.  Interest 
Teachers  Summer  Pay: 

127.  Maturing  Debt   

128.  Interest    . 

TOTAL  MATURING  DEBT  AND  INTEREST 

LOCAL  SCHOOLS  $  363,651.00 

REGIONAL  SCHOOLS 
Regional  Schools: 

129A.Operating  Expenses  3,803,103.00 

129B.Out  of  State  Travel  2,427.00 

130.  Maturing  Debt  &  Interest  206,318.00 

131.  Teachers  Summer  Pay  - 
TOTAL  REGIONAL  SCHOOLS  $4,011,848.00 
TOTAL -LOCAL  AND 

REGIONAL  SCHOOLS  $8,300,008.00 
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and  appropriate  from  available  funds,  to  defray  the 


Article  9:    Regional  Vocational  School  Budget 

To  see  what  sums  of  money  the  Town  will  raise 
necessary  expenses  of  the  regional  vocational  school. 

Voted  unanimously:  That  the  regional  vocational  school  budget  for  the  period  July  1,  1978  to  June  30,  1979, 
be  raised  and  appropriated  in  its  entirety: 

VOCATIONAL  SCHOOLS 


Minuteman  Vocational  School: 

132.  Operating  Expenses 

133.  Maturing  Debt  &  Interest 
Other  Vocational  Schools: 

134.  Tuition  &  Transportation 
TOTAL  VOCATIONAL  SCHOOLS 
Total  Budget  -  Article  7 
Total  Budget  •  8 
Total  Budget  -  Article  9 
Total  Budgets  -  Articles  7,  8  &  9 
Appropriated  from  Library  Receipts 
Appropriated  from  County  Dog  Fund 
Federal  Revenue  Sharing 

Amount  to  be  raise  and  appropriated 

SPECIAL  ARTICLES 

Article  5.    Contributory  Retirement 
System 

Article  1 1 .  Sidewalk  Construction 
Article  12.  Elderly  Housing 
Article  13.  Fireproof  Doors 


321,024.00 
58,349.00 

5,500.00 
$  384,873.00 
$  4,194,515.00 
8,300,008.00 

 384,873.00 

$12,879,396.00 
6,500.00 
2,400.00 
200,000.00 
$  208,900.00 
$13,088,296.00 


28,000.00 
10,000.00 
572.00 
5,500.00 


Artilce  14. 

Police  Cruisers 

5,301.00 

Article  15. 

Department  Equipment 

98,000.00 

Artilce  17. 

Septage  Disposal  Facility 

5,000.00 

Article  18. 

Culvert 

15,000.00 

Article  19. 

Pickup  Truck 

6,700.00 

Article  26. 

Park  Shelter 

1,800.00 

Artilce  29. 

Tennis  Courts 

18,990.00 

Article  31 

I  inrarw  Ramn 

2  000  00 

Article  32. 

Library  Lighting 

3,900.00 

Article  35. 

Conservation  Land; 

Brush  Hog 

941.00 

Article  37. 

Conservation  Fund 

25,000.00 

Article  40. 

Reserve  Fund 

85,000.00 

$ 

311,704.00 

TRANSFERS 

From:  To: 

Article  39. 

Free  Cash         Assessors  $ 

600,000.00 

SUMMARY 


Budget  (R  &  A) 
Special  Articles  (R  &  A) 
Transfers 
GRAND  TOTAL 


$13,088,296.00 
311,704,00 
600,000.00 

$14,000,000.00 


Voters  line  up  to  take  their  turn  at  the  microphone  during  a  special  town  meeting  held  in  April  to  settle 
the  future  of  the  assessment  program. 
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Article  10.    Public  Ways 

Voted  unanimously:  To  accept  as  public  ways  the  following  streets,  or  protions  thereof,  as  laid  out  by  the  Board  of 
Selectmen  according  to  plans  on  file  with  the  Town  Clerk,  and  authorize  the  Board  of  Selectmen  to  acquire  the  fee 
of  easement  in  said  streets  by  eminent  domain  or  otherwise,  including  the  easements  for  drainage,  utility,  or  other 
purposes  where  shown  on  said  plans  or  described  in  the  Order  of  Layout. 

IN  BRUCEWOOD  ESTATES  SUBDIVISION 

A.  Robinwood  Road  from  station  0  +  00  at  land  now  or  formerly  of  Victor  and  Amelia  Pozza  a  distance  ot  3,236.84 
feet  in  a  generally  easterly  direction  to  station  22  +  36.84  at  the  westerly  sideline  of  Hosmer  Street,  this  being 
the  entire  road. 

B.  Driftwood  Road  (formerly  known  as  Crestwood  Road)  from  station  0  +  00  at  the  easterly  sideline  of  Femwood 
Road  a  distance  of  792.65  feet  in  a  generally  northeasterly  direction  to  station  7  +  92.65  at  the  southwesterly 
sideline  of  Brucewood  Road,  this  being  the  entire  road. 

C.  Brucewood  Road  from  station  17  +  96.57  at  the  end  of  a  previously  accepted  portion  of  this  road  a  distance  of 
250.24  feet  in  a  generally  southeasterly  direction  to  station  20  +  46.81  at  the  southerly  sideline  of  Drifewood 
Road. 

IN  FAIRWAY  HEIGHTS  SUBDIVISION 

D.  Carlton  Drive  from  station  0  +  00  at  the  northerly  sideline  of  Parker  Street  a  distance  of  1,970.00  feet  in  a 
generally  northwesterly  direction  to  station  19.70.00  at  land  of  the  the  Maynard  Country  Club,  this  being  the 
entire  road. 

E.  Putter  Drive  from  station  0  +  25  at  the  northerly  sideline  of  Carlton  Drive  a  distance  of  1,073.65  feet  in  a  gen- 
erally westerly  direction  to  station  10  +  98.65  at  the  easterly  sideline  of  Carlton  Drive,  this  being  the  entire  road. 

IN  PATRIOTS  HILL  SECTION  IV  SUBDIVISION 

F.  Jackson  Drive  from  station  27  +  68.83  at  the  westerly  sideline  of  Lincoln  Drive  a  distance  of  615.93  feet  in  a 
southwesterly  direction  to  station  33  +  84.76  at  the  southeasterly  sideline  of  a  cul-de-sac,  including  the  cul-de- 
sac. 

DM  COLONIAL  ACRES  SUBDIVISION 

G.  Squirrell  Hill  Road  from  station  3  +  73.11  at  the  end  of  the  previously  accepted  portion  of  this  road  a  distance 
of  657.05  feet  ina  generally  easterly  direction  to  station  10  +  30.16  at  the  start  of  a  temporary  turnaround, 
including  the  easement  for  the  temporary  turnaround. 

Article  1 1 .    Sidewalk  Construction 

Voted  unanimously:.  To  raise  and  appropriate  $10,000.00  to  be  expended  by  the  Town  Manager  for  the  construction 
of  sidewalks. 

Article  12.    Elderly  Housing 

Voted:  To  raise  and  appropriate  $572.00  for  the  purpose  of  paying  the  Town's  approtioned  share  of  the  operating 
costs  of  the  Minuteman  Home  Care  Corporation  for  the  Elderly. 

Article  13.    Fireproof  Doors 

Voted  unanimously:  To  raise  and  appropriate  $5,500.00  to  be  expended  by  the  Town  Manager  for  the  renovation 
and  purchase  of  fireproof  doors  for  the  two  vaults  at  the  Town  Hall. 

Article  14.    Police  Cruisers 

Voted  unanimously:  To  raise  and  appropriate  $5,301.00  to  be  expended  by  the  Town  Manager  for  the  purchase 
of  equipment  of  one  cruiser  for  the  Police  Department  and  authorize  the  Town  Manager  to  trade  in  one  of  the  present 
Town  vehicles. 
Article  15:    Department  Equipment 

Voted:   To  raise  and  appropriate  $98,000.00  to  be  expanded  by  the  the  Town  Manager  for  the  purchase  and 
equipping  of  a  sweeper,  a  three  cubic  yard  loader,  a  sidewalk  plow  and  a  brush  chipper,  and  authorize  the  Town 
Manager  to  trade  in  the  Town's  1970  Elgin  Pelican  sweeper,  1968  Allis  Chalmers  loader  and  1967  sidewalk  plow. 
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Article  16.  Loader 

To  see  if  the  Town  will  raise  and  appropriate,  or  appropriate  from  available  funds,  the  sum  of  $18,500.00,  or  any 
other  sum,  to  be  expended  by  the  Town  Manager  for  the  complete  reconditioning  of  a  3  cubic  yard  loader  for 
the  Highway,  or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 
Voted:  To  take  no  action. 
Adjourned  at  11:14  P.M. 

Thursday,  April  20, 1978.  Moderator  called  the  meeting  to  order  at  7:40  P.M. 
Article  17:    Septage  Disposal  Fac. 

Voted  unanimously:    To  raise  and  appropriate  the  sum  of  $5,000.00  to  be  expended  by  the  Town  Manager  for 
for  improvement  of  the  Town  septage  disposal  facility. 
Article  18:  Culvert 

Voted  unanimously:  To  raise  and  appropriate  $15,000.00  to  be  expended  by  the  Town  Manager  for  the  replacement 

of  a  culvert  on  River  Street  at  Fort  Pond  Brook. 
Article  19:    Pickup  Truck 

Voted:  To  raise  and  appropriate  $6,700.00  to  be  expended  by  the  Town  Manager  to  purchase  a  pickup  truck  for  the 

Fire  Department  and  authorize  the  Town  Manager  to  trade  in  the  present  pickup. 
Article  10:    Automate  Machinery 

To  see  if  the  Town  will  raise  and  appropriate,  or  appropriate  from  available  funds,  the  sum  of  $16,000.00,  or  any 

other  sum,  to  be  expended  by  the  Town  Manager  for  the  purchase  of  automated  machinery  for  the 

Treasurer-Collector's  office,  or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

Voted  unanimously:  To  take  no  action.  ) 
Article  2 1 :    Zoning  By-Law;  Small  Car  Parking 

Voted  unanimously:  To  amend  the  Zoning  By-law  by  adding  to  Section  I,  Definitions,  the  following: 

"Z.l.  Parking  Space,  Small  Car:  An  area  not  less  than  7.5  feet  by  15  feet  which  is  available  for  parking  a  single 

small  car." 

and  by  adding  to  Section  VII  the  following: 

"E.  Small-car  parking  provisions  applicable  to  1-1  and  1-2  districts. 

1.  In  1-1  and  1-2  districts  only,  up  to  25  percent  of  the  parking  spaces  required  by  the  Parking  Requirement  Schedule 

for  employee  parking  may  be  designated  for  small-car  parking;  and  small  car  parking  may  be  substituted  for  an 

equivalent  number  of  required  parking  spaces." 
Article  22:    Zoning  By-Law;  Lot  Coverage 

Voted  unanimously:  To  amend  the  Zoning  By-law  by  deleting  Section  VI.D.l,  and  substituting  the  following- 
"The  area  covered  by  all  buildings  on  a  lot  in  B,  1-1  and  1-2  districts  shall  not  exceed  35%  of  the  area  of  the  lot.  The 

area  covered  by  all  buildings  and  paved  surfaces  shall  not  exceed  75%  of  the  area  of  the  lot." 
Article  23:    Zoning  By-Law;  Use  Regulations 

Voted  unanimously:   To  amend  the  Zoning  By-Law  by  deleting  Section  IV  A  3  and  substituting  the  following: 

"Municipal,  religious,  historical,  educational  or  conservation  uses  are  permitted  in  R-l,  R-2,  R-3,  B,  BCB,  1-1, 1-2  and 

ARC  districts  subject  to  all  other  requirements  of  the  zoning  by-law." 

and  by  adding  Section  I,  Definitions,  the  following: 

"H-l.  Education  Use:  use  of  land  or  buildings  on  land  owned  or  leased  by  the  commonwealth  or  any  of  its 
agencies,  subdivisions  or  bodies  politic  or  by  a  religious  sect  or  denomination,  or  by  a  non-profit  educational 
corporation." 

Article  24:    Zoning  By-Law;  Setback  Areas 

Voted  unanimously:    To  amend  the  zoning  by-law  by  deleting  the  title  of  Section  VI C  and  substituting: 

"Setback  Area  and  Open  Space" 

and  by  deleting  Section  VI C  2  and  substituting: 

"In  B,  VCB,  1-1,  1-2  and  ARC  districts  no  parking  space  or  other  paved  surface  shall  be  located  within  10  feet  of 
any  lot  line,  except  as  permitted  in  Sections  VI C  3  and  VI C  4." 
and  by  deleting  Section  VI C  3  and  substituting: 

"In  1-1  and  1-2  districts  a  common  driveway  may  serve  two  lots  of  similarly  zoned  land.  Five  (5)  feet  of  open  space 
shall  be  provided  on  each  side  of  the  common  driveway  running  from  the  public  way  to  the  point  on  each  lot  at 
which  the  common  driveway  is  no  longer  within  the  10  foot  setback  area  required  by  Section  VI C  2." 
and  by  deleting  the  words  "and  VI C  3"  in  Section  VI C  4; 
and  by  adding  to  Section  I,  Definitions,  the  following: 

"E-l.    Driveway,  Common:   a  driveway  which  serves  two  adjacent  lots  in  the  same  zoning  district  and  which 
runs  parallel  to  the  common  lot  line  within  the  required  setback  areas  of  either  or  both  of  the  lots." 
Article  25:    Small  Boat  Access 

To  see  if  the  Town  will  raise  and  appropriate,  or  appropriate  from  available  funds,  the  sum  of  $4,800.00,  or  any 
other  sum,  to  construct  a  small  boat  access  to  be  located  off  the  southern  side  of  Old  High  Street  on  land  owned 
by  the  town  and  shown  on  the  town  atlas  map,  Plate  J-3,  as  lot  No.  33,  or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 
Voted  Unanimously:   To  taUe  no  action. 
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Article  26:    Park  Shelter 

Voted:   To  raise  and  appropriate  $1 ,800.00  to  purchase  a  park  shelter  for  the  Elm  Street  Playground. 
Total  Vote  - 1 77      Yes  - 102      No  -  75 
Article  27:    Recreation  Facilities 

Motion:   To  raise  and  appropriate  $50,000.00  to  construct  two  baseball  fields  and  a  soccer  field  on  Town  Land 
adjacent  to  the  Luther  Conant  School  on  Taylor  Road. 
Motion  lost. 

Motion:   To  raise  and  appropriate  $40,000.00  to  construct  two  tennis  courts  on  Town  Land  adjacent  to  the 

Luther  Conant  School. 

Motion  lost. 
Article  28:    Tennis  Court  Lighting 

Motion:    To  raise  and  appropriate  $19,000.00  to  be  expended  by  the  Town  Manager  to  install  outdoor  lighting 

at  the  Acton-Boxborough  Regional  High  School  tennis  courts. 

Motion  lost. 
Article  29:    Tennis  Courts 

Voted  unanimously:   To  raise  and  appropriate  $18,990.00  to  be  expended  by  the  Acton-Boxborough  Regional 

School  Committee  for  the  purpose  of  reconsruction  of  the  four  tennis  courts  at  Regional  Junior  High  School. 
Article  30:    High  School  Radio  Station 

To  see  if  the  Town  will  raise  and  appropriate,  or  appropriate  from  available  funds,  the  sum  of  $3,956.00,  or  any 

other  sum,  to  be  expended  by  the  Acton-Boxborough  Regional  School  Committee  to  support  a  radio  station  at 

the  Regional  Senior  High  School,  or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

Voted:   To  take  no  action. 

Article  3: 

Voted:  To  adopt  the  changes  in  the  salary,  wage  and  benefit  schedules  of  the  Personnel  By-law,  as  set  forth  in 
revised  Schedules  B,  B-l,  C,  D,  E,  E-l,  F,  and  G  distributed  at  the  Town  Meeting. 

Voted:  To  amend  Section  8  (d)  of  the  Personnel  By-law  to  provide  four  weeks  vacation  with  pay  to  employees 
after  10  years  of  employment  instead  of  12  years. 

SCHEDULE  B 
GENERAL  WEEKLY  SALARY  SCHEDULE 
ANNUAL  RATE  COMPUTED  BY  MULTIPLYING  WEEKLY  RATE  X  52 


MINIMUM 

INTERMEDIATE  STEPS 

MAXIMUM 

A 

B 

C 

D 

E 

S-l 

W 

136.64 

138.03 

143.54 

149.06 

156.42 

A 

7,053.28 

7,177.56 

7,464.08 

7,751.12 

8,133.84 

S-2 

W 

138.03 

143.54 

149.06 

156.42 

163.80 

A 

7,177.56 

7,464.08 

7,751.12 

8,133.84 

8,517.60 

S-3 

W 

143.54 

149.06 

156.42 

163.80 

171.16 

A 

7,464.08 

7,751.12 

8,133.84 

8,517.60 

8,900.32 

S-4 

W 

149.06 

156.42 

163.80 

171.16 

178.53 

A 

7,751.12 

8,133.84 

8,517.60 

8,900.32 

9,283.56 

S-5 

W 

156.42 

163.80 

171.16 

178.53 

185.89 

A 

8,133.84 

8,517.60 

8,900.32 

9,283.56 

9,686.28 

S-6 

W 

163.80 

171.16 

178.53 

185.89 

193.27 

A 

8,517.60 

8,900.32 

9,283.56 

9,666.28 

10,050.04 

S-7 

W 

171.16 

178.53 

185.89 

193.27 

202.46 

A 

8,900.32 

9,283.56 

9,666.28 

10,050.04 

10,527.92 

S-8 

W 

178.53 

185.89 

193.27 

202.46 

211.63 

A 

9,283.56 

9,666.28 

10,050.04 

10,527.92 

11,004.76 

S-9 

W 

185.89 

193.27 

202.46 

211.63 

220.83 

A 

9,666.28 

10,050.04 

10,527.92 

11,004.76 

11,483.16 

S-10 

W 

193.27 

202.46 

211.63 

220.83 

231.90 

A 

10,050.04 

10,527.92 

11,004.76 

11,483.16 

12,058.80 

S-ll 

W 

202.46 

211.63 

220.83 

231.90 

242.94 

A 

10,527.92 

11,004.76 

11,483.1 

12,058.80 

12,632.88 

S-12 

W 

211.63 

220.83 

231.90 

242.94 

255.84 

A 

11,004.76 

11,483.16 

12,058.80 

12,632.88 

13,303.68 

S-13 

W 

220.83 

231.90 

242.94 

255.84 

268.71 

A 

11,483.16 

12,058.80 

12,632.99 

13,303.68 

13,972.92 
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SCHEDULE  B-l 

TECHNICAL  AND  ADMINISTRATIVE  WEEKLY  SALARY  SCHEDULE 
ANNUAL  RATES  COMPUTED  BY  MULTIPLYING  WEEKLY  RATE  X  52 


A 

B 

C 

D 

E 

E-l 

W 

202.46 

211.63 

220.83 

231.90 

242.94 

A 

10,527.92 

11,004.76 

11,483.16 

12,058.80 

12,632.88 

E-2 

W 

211.63 

220.83 

231.90 

242.94 

255.84 

A 

11,004.76 

11,483.16 

12,058.80 

12,632.88 

13,303.68 

E-3 

W 

220.83 

231.90 

242.94 

255.84 

268.71 

A 

11,483.16 

12,058.80 

12,632.88 

13,202.68 

13,972.92 

E-4 

W  i 

231.90 

242.94 

255.84 

268.71 

281.59 

A 

12,058.80 

12,632.88 

13,303.68 

13,972.92 

14,641.68 

E-5 

W 

242.94 

255.84 

268.71 

281.59 

296.32 

A 

12,632.88 

12,303.68 

13,972.92 

14,642.68 

15,408.64 

E-6 

W 

255.84 

268.71 

281.59 

296.32 

312.88 

A 

13,303.68 

13,972.92 

14.642.68 

15,408.64 

16,269.76 

E-7 

W 

268.71 

281.59 

296.32 

312.88 

331.27 

A 

13,972.92 

14,642.68 

15,408.64 

16,269.76 

17,226.04 

E-8 

W 

281.59 

296.32 

312.88 

331.27 

349.8 

A 

14,642.68 

15,408.64 

16,226.04 

17,226.04 

18,183.36 

E-9 

W 

296.32 

312.88 

331.27 

349.68 

369.93 

A 

15,408.64 

16,269.76 

17,226.04 

18,183.36 

19,236.36 

E-10 

W 

312.88 

331.27 

349.68 

369.93 

392.02 

A 

16,269.76 

17,226.04 

18,183.36 

19,236.36 

20,385.04 

Ell 

W 

331.27 

349.68 

369.93 

392.02 

417.79 

A 

17,226.04 

18,183.36 

19,236.36 

20,385.04 

21,725.08 

E-12 

W 

349.68 

369.93 

392.02 

417.79 

443.55 

A 

18,183.36 

19,236.36 

20,385.04 

21,725.08 

23,064.60 

E-13 

W 

369.93 

392.02 

417.79 

443.55 

469.32 

A 

19,236.36 

20,385.04 

21,725.08 

23,064.60 

24,404.64 

SCHEDULE  C 
POLICE  ANNUAL  SALARY  SCHEDULE 
WEEKLY  RATE  COMPUTED  BY  DIVIDING  ANNUAL  RATE  BY  52 

ABC 
Minimum  Intermediate  Maximum 


7/1/78 

1/1/79 

7/1/78 

1/1/79 

7/1/78 

1/1/79 

p-1 

W 

245.77 

253.58 

259.54 

267.79 

273.31 

282.00 

A 

12,780.04 

13,186.16 

13,496.08 

13,925.08 

14,211.60 

14,664.00 

P-2 

W 

292.61 

301.91 

306.64 

316.39 

324.70 

335.02 

A 

15,215.72 

15,669.32 

15,945.28 

16,452.28 

16,884.40 

17,421.04 

P-3 

W 

300.79 

310.35 

318.52 

328.64 

334.17 

344.79 

A 

15,641.08 

16,138.20 

16,563.04 

17,089.28 

17,376.84 

17,929.08 

P 

W 

489.36 
25,446.72 

489.36 
25,446.72 
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SCHEDULED 
FIRE  ANNUAL  SALARY  SCHEDULE 
WEEKLY  RATE  COMPUTED  BY  DIVIDING  ANNUAL  RATE  BY  52 

ABC 
Minimum  Intermediate  Maximum 


7/1/78 

1/1/79 

7/1/78 

1/1/79 

7/1/78 

1/1/79 

F-l 

W 

240.57 

248.22 

252.50 

260.52 

266.61 

275.08 

A 

12,509.64 

12,907.44 

13,130.00 

13,54704 

13,863.72 

14,304.16 

F-2 

W 

266.39 

274.86 

278.35 

287.20 

289.33 

298.53 

A 

13,852.28 

14,292.72 

14,474.20 

14,394.00 

15,045.16 

15,523.56 

F-3 

W 

290.68 

299.92 

304.63 

314.31 

322.61 

332.86 

A 

15,115.36 

15,595.84 

15,84076 

16,344.12 

16,775.72 

17,308.72 

F-4 

W 

496.38 

496.38 

A 

25,811.76 

25,811.76 

SCHEDULE  E 
HOURLY  WAGE  SCHEDULE 
WEEKLY  RATES  COMPUTED  BY  MULTIPLYING  HOURLY  RATE  BY  40 
ANNUAL  RATE  COMPUTED  BY  MULTIPLYING  HOURLY  RATE  BY  2080 


A 

B 

C 

H-l 

H 

4.60 

4.83 

5.07 

W 

184.00 

193.20 

202.80 

A 

9,586.00 

10,046.40 

10,545.60 

H-2 

H 

4.83 

5.07 

5.32 

W 

193.20 

202.80 

212.80 

A 

10,046.40 

10,545.60 

11,065.60 

H-3 

H 

5.07 

5.32 

5.59 

W 

202.80 

212.80 

223.60 

A 

10,545.60 

11,065.60 

11,627.20 

H-4 

H 

5.32 

5.59 

5.83 

W 

212.80 

223.60 

233.20 

A 

11,065.60 

11,627.20 

12,126.40 

H-5 

H 

5.59 

5.83 

6.09 

W 

223.60 

233.20 

243.60 

A 

11,627.20 

12,126.40 

12,667.20 

H-6 

H 

5.83 

6.09 

6.35 

W 

233.20 

243.60 

254.00 

A 

12,126.40 

12,667.20 

13,208.00 

H-7 

H 

6.09 

6.35 

6.67 

W 

243.60 

254.00 

266.80 

A 

12,667.20 

13,208.00 

13,873.60 
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SCHEDULE  El 
HOURLY  WAGE  SCHEDULE 
WEEKLY  RATE  COMPUTED  BY  MULTIPLYING  HOURLY  RATE  BY  52 
ANNUAL  RATE  COMPUTED  BY  MULTIPLYING  HOURLY  RATE  BY  2080 


A 

B 

C 

C-l 

H 

4.59 

4.82 

5.06 

W 

183.60 

192.80 

202.40 

A 

9,547.20 

10,025.60 

10,524.80 

C-2 

H 

4.82 

5.06 

5.31 

W 

192.80 

202.40 

212.40 

A 

10,025.60 

10,524.80 

11,044.80 

C-3 

H 

5.06 

5.31 

5.58 

W 

202.40 

212.40 

223.20 

A 

10,524.80 

11,044.80 

11,606.40 

C-4 

H 

5.31 

5.58 

5.82 

W 

212.40 

223.20 

232.80 

A 

11,044.80 

11,606.40 

12,105.60 

C-5 

H 

5.58 

5.82 

6.08 

W 

223.20 

232.80 

243.20 

A 

11,606.40 

12,105.60 

12,646.40 

C-6 

H 

5.82 

6.08 

6.34 

W 

232.80 

243.20 

253.60 

A 

12,105.60 

12,646.40 

13,187.20 

C-7 

H 

6.08 

6.34 

6.66 

W 

243.20 

253.60 

266.40 

A 

12,646.40 

12,187.20 

13,852.80 

SCHEDULE F 
Per  Hour 


Assessors,  Board  Chairman 

600.00* 

Playground  Trainee 

1.96 

Assessor,  Board  Member 

500.00* 

Plumbing  Inspector 

Fee  Basis 

Board  of  Health,  Chairman 

150.00* 

Police  Matron 

4.60 

Board  of  Health,  Member 

100.00* 

Pool  Manager  Step 

A 

5.27 

Deputy  Building  Inspector  (p.t.) 

Fee  Basis 

B 

5.33 

Deputy  Elections  Clerk  (p.t.) 

4.13 

C 

5.80 

Deputy  Inspector  (elections) 

3.77 

Recreation  Leader  •  Step 

A 

2.47 

Deputy  Warden  (elections) 

4.13 

B 

2.63 

Elections  Clerk 

4.13 

C 

2.77 

Fire  Fighter  (Call  -  Step 

A" 

D 

2.96 

B 

Pending 

E 

3.15 

C 

Recreation  Monitor 

2.85 

Fire  Lieutenant  (Call) 

Recreation  Specialist  -  Step 

A 

3.13 

Inspector  (elections)  (p.t.) 

3.77 

B 

3.31 

Laborer  -  Step 

A 

2.75 

C 

3.47 

B 

3.00 

D 

3.65 

C 

3.25 

E 

3.86 

D 

3.50 

Recreation  Supervisor  -  Step 

A 

4.04 

E 

3.75 

B 

4.21 

Library  Page  Step 

A 

2.53 

C 

4.41 

B 

2.65 

D 

4.58 

Lifeguard 

C 

2.76 

E 

4.12 

3.13 

Registrar  of  Voters 

4.12 

Playground  Director  Step 

A 

3.13 

Teller 

3.77 

B 

3.29 

Warden  (elections) 

3.96 

C 
D 
E 

3.47 
3.65 
3.86 

'Annual  Rates 

"Annual  Base  $150.00 
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SCHEDULE  G 

ADMINISTRATION  ANNUAL  SALARY  DETERMINATION 


POSITION 


Town  Manager 

All  step  rates  determined  by  Board  of  Selectmen  subject  to  the  appropriation  of  necessary  funds. 


Article  3 1 :    Library  Ramp 

Voted  unanimously:  To  raise  and  appropriate  $2,000.00  to  be  expended  by  the  Town  Manager  for  the  construction 

of  a  ramp  at  the  Acton  Memorial  Library. 
Article  32:    Library  Lighting 

Voted:  to  raise  and  appropriate  $3,900.00  for  improvement  of  lighting  in  the  library. 
Article  33: 

To  see  if  the  Town  will  authorize  the  Conservation  Commission  to  purchase  or  otherwise  acquire,  and  authorize  the 
Selectmen  to  take  by  eminent  domain,  upon  the  written  request  of  the  Conservation  Commission,  for 
conservation  purposes,  including  outdoor  recreation,  as  provided  by  Section  8C  of  Chapter  40  of  the  General  Laws, 
the  fee,  in  all  or  part  of  a  parcel  of  land  located  at  875-877  Main  Street  abutting  existing  conservation  land,  now  or 
formerly  owned  by  Henry  Erickson,  containing  1  acre  more  or  less,  shown  as  Parcels  42  and  43,  Plate  C-5  in  the 
Town  Atlas;  and  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  therefore  and  for  expenses  incidental  thereto,  from  the  Conservation 
Fund;  and  authorize  the  Conservation  Commission  to  contract  for  reimbursement  from  the  Commonwealth  under 
General  Law  Chapter  132 A,  Section  11;  or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 
Voted  unanimously:  To  take  no  action. 
Voted:  To  take  up  Article  36. 
Article  36: 

To  authorize  the  Conservation  Commission  to  purchase  or  otherwise  acquire,  and  authorize  the  Selectmen  to  take  by 
eminent  domain  upon  the  written  request  of  the  Conservation  Commission,  for  conservation  purposes,  including 
outdoor  recreation,  as  provided  by  GL.  c.  40,  Section  8C,  the  fee  or  any  other  interest  in  all  or  part  of  a  parcel  of 
land  containing  approximately  56  acres,  located  to  the  rear  of  95  Parker  Street,  now  or  formerly  owned  by  Frank  I. 
and  Zillah  H.  Averett,  shown  as  Parcel  2  on  Plate  1-3  and  Parcel  237  on  Plate  H-3  in  the  Town  Atlas;  and 
appropriate  $93,000.00  for  such  acquisition  and  for  expenses  incidental  thereto  and  to  raise  such  appropriation  to 
authorize  the  Treasurer,  with  the  approval  of  the  Selectment,  to  borrow  $93,000.00  under  the  authorization  voted  by 
the  Town  under  Article  1  of  the  warrant  for  the  May  15,  1974  Special  Town  Meeting;  and  raise  and 
appropriate  $7,000.00  for  the  payment  of  interest  on  such  borrowing;  and  authorize  the  Conservation  Commission 
to  contract  for  reimbursement  from  the  commonwealth  under  GL.  c.  132A,  Section  11. 
Total  vote  - 141  Needed  to  carry  -  94  Yes  -  74  No -67 
Motion  lost. 

Article  34: 

To  see  if  the  Town  will  authorize  the  Conservation  Commission  to  purchase  or  otherwise  aquire,  and  authorize 
the  Selectmen  to  take  by  eminent  domain,  upon  the  written  request  of  the  Conservation  Commission,  for 
conservation  purposes,  including  outdoor  recreation,  as  provided  by  Section  8C  of  Chapter  40  of  the  General  Laws, 
the  fee,  or  any  other  interest,  in  all  or  part  of  a  parcel  of  land  located  off  Central  Street  in  back  of  Idylwilde  Farm, 
Incorporated,  now  or  formerly  owned  by  Louis  Flerra,  containing  21.4  acres  more  or  less,  shown  as  Parcel  143,  Plate 
E-2  in  the  Town  Atlas;  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  therefor  and  for  expenses  incidental  thereto,  determine 
whether  such  appropriation  shall  be  raised  by  borrowing  or  otherwise,  and  authorize  the  Conservation  Commission 
to  contract  for  reimbursement  from  the  Commonwealth  under  Chapter  132A,  Section  11;  or  take  any  other 
action  relative  thereto. 
Motion  lost. 

Article  35:    Brush  Hog 

Voted:  To  raise  and  appropriate  $941 .00  for  the  purchase  of  a  Brush  Hog  for  the  Conservation  Commission. 

Article  37: 

Voted:  To  raise  and  appropriate  $25,000.00  for  the  Conservation  Fund. 
Article  38:    Tax  Anticipation  Notes 

Voted  unanimously:  To  authorize  the  Town  Treasurer,  with  the  approval  of  the  Selectmen,  to  borrow  money  from 
time  to  time  in  anticipation  of  the  revenue  of  the  financial  year  beginning  July  1,  1978,  in  accordance  with  the 
provisions  of  General  Laws,  Chapter  44,  Section  4,  and  to  issue  a  note  or  notes  therefor,  payable  within 
one  year,  and  to  renew  any  note  or  notes  as  may  be  given  for  a  period  less  than  one  year  in  accordance 
with  General  Laws,  Chapter  44,  Section  17. 


83 


Article  39:    Free  Cash  Transfer 

Voted  unanimously:  To  transfer  $600,000.00  from  Free  Cash  to  be  used  by  the  Assessors  in  establishing  the  tax 

rate  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1979. 
Article  40:    Reserve  Fund 

Voted  unanimously:    To  raise  and  appropriate  $85,000.00  for  a  reserve  fund  pursuant  to  General  Laws, 

Chapter  40,  Section  6. 
Article  41: 

To  see  if  the  Town  will  authorize  the  Board  of  Selectmen  to  purchase,  take  by  eminent  domain  or  otherwise 
acquire,  for  future  expansion  of  the  Police  Station  and  apurtenant  driveways  and  parking  areas,  the  fee,  or  any  other 
interest  in  all  or  part  of  a  parcel  of  land  owned  by  Malcom  R.  and  Judith  V.  Dunn  and  located  on  Main  Street, 
said  land  being  more  perticularly  described  as  follows: 

Beginning  at  the  southwesterly  comer  of  the  present  Police  Station  Lot:  thence, 

SOUTHERLY  by  a  protection  of  the  common  lot  line  between  lots  16  and  17  as  shown  on  a  plan  recorded 

in  Book  8785  page  end,  to  the  centerline  of  the  brook  thence, 

EASTERLY  by  said  brook  to  land  of  Thedore  L.  and  Susan  B.  Freeman;  thence, 

NORTHERLY  by  land  of  said  Freeman's  and  land  of  Michael  N.  and  Priscilla  A.  Renanccio  to  a  point;  thence, 
NORTHERLY  by  the  protection  of  the  easterly  lot  line  of  lot  14  on  said  plan  by  other  land  of  Malcom  R.  and 
Judith  V.  Dunn  to  Main  Street;  thence, 

WESTERLY  by  Main  Street  to  the  existing  Police  Station  lot;  thence, 

SOUTHERLY  AND  WESTERLY  by  the  existing  Police  Station  lot  to  a  point  of  beginning,  containing  about  4 
acres  of  land  and  including  all  of  lots  14  and  15  as  shown  on  said  plan. 

and  raise  and  appropriate  or  appropriate  from  available  funds  $32,900.00,  or  any  other  sum,  for  said  acquisition, 

and  betterment  whether  said  appropriation  shall  be  raised  by  borrowing  or  otherwise,  or  take  any  other 

action  relative  thereto. 

Voted  unanimously:  To  take  no  action. 

Voted  unanimously:  To  adjourn  at  12:15  A.M. 

The  following  persons  served  as  tellers  at  this  meeting: 

Regina  Poppert,  Susan  Huebsch,  Roger  Huebsch,  Walter  Gates,  Theron  Lowden,  Marion  Maxwell,  William  Maxwell, 
William  Smith,  William  Reich,  Robert  McCluer,  Beatrice  Perkins,  Elsa  Collins,  Patricia  Pierson,  Jan  Richter, 
Benjamin  Richter,  Jean  Schmelzer,  Basil  Bonk,  William  Becklean,  Charles  Kadlec. 

A  true  copy,  Attest: 
Charles  M.  MacRae 
Town  Clerk 


Selectman  Stephen  Lewis  (second  left)  huddles  with  members  of  the  town's  board  of  assessors  daring  a 
special  town  meeting  held  in  April. 

! 
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Abstract  of  The  Proceedings  of  The 
Special  Town  Meeting  Held  June  14, 1978 

Moderator  called  the  meeting  to  order  at  7:35  P.M. 
Voted  unanimously:  To  take  Article  3  out  of  order. 
Article  3: 

Voted:    To  amend  the  Zoning  By-Law,  Town  of  Acton,  Massachusetts,  and  Zoning  Map  of  the  Town  of 

Acton,  Massachusetts,  Map  No.  1  as  follows: 

By  changing  from  Residence  3  (R-3,  80,000  square  feet  minimun  area  and  200  feet  minimum  frontage)  to  Residence 
2  (R-2,  20,000  square  feet  minimum  area  and  150  feet  minimum  frontage)  the  following  area  of  land  in  the  part  of 

Acton  known  as  East  Acton  and  described  as  follows: 

Starting  at  a  point  on  the  Easterly  sideline  of  Pope  Road,  said  point  being  approximately  1,200  feet  from  Great  Road; 
thence  by  the  Northerly  property  line  of  the  subdivision  known  as  Azalea  Park  (South  Middlesex  Registry  of  Deeds 
Book  10118,  Page  508)  to  a  point;  thence  Southerly  by  the  Easterly  line  of  said  subdivision  to  the  existing  B  Zone 
line;  thence  North  Westerly  by  said  B  Zone  line  to  Pope  Road,  thence  North  Easterly  by  Pope  Road  to  point  of 

beginning. 

Total  Vote  -22         Needed  to  carry  - 14-2/3         Yes -20        No -2 
Voted:  To  take  up  Article  4. 
Article  4: 

Voted  unanimously:  To  amend  the  Zoning  By-Law,  Town  of  Acton,  Massachusetts,  and  Zoning  Map  of  the 
Town  of  Acton,  Massachusetts,  Map  No.  1  to  correct  two  inadvertant  changes  in  zoning  by  changing  from  R-2 
District  to  B  District  land  shown  on  the  Town  Atlas  as  Map  H2A,  Parcel  42-1;  and  to  change  from  1-1  District  to 
R-2  District  land  shown  on  the  Town  Atlas  as  Map  H3A,  Parcels  49,  50  and  51. 
Voted:  To  take  up  Article  5. 
Article  5: 

Voted  unanimously:  To  amend  the  Zoning  By-Law,  Town  of  Acton  Massachusetts,  by  deleting  Section  V.C.I  and 

substituting  the  following: 

"C.   Non-Conforming  Lots: 

1.  Any  lot  which  complied  with  the  minimum  area,  frontage,  and  access  width  requirements,  if  any,  applicable  at  the 
time  the  boundaries  of  the  lot  were  defined  by  recorded  deed  or  plan,  may  be  built  upon  or  used  for  single 
family  residential  uses,  notwithstanding  the  adoption  theretofor  or  thereafter  of  new  or  increased  area,  frontage  or 
access  width  requirements,  provided  that  at  the  time  of  the  adoption  of  such  new  or  increased  requirements  or 
while  building  on  such  lot  was  otherwise  permitted,  whichever  occurs  later,  such  lot  was  held,  and  has  continued 
to  be  held,  in  ownership  separate  from  that  of  adjoinilng  land;  and  further  provided  (a)  that  the  lot  had  at  least 
5,000  square  feet  of  area  and  50  feet  frontage,  and  (b)  that  any  proposed  structure  is  situated  on  the  lot  so  as  to 
conform  with  the  minimum  yard  requirements  in  effect  at  the  time  the  boundaries  of  such  lot  were  defined." 
Artilce  1: 

Voted:  To  change  the  boundaries  of  the  Flood  Plain  District  by  amending  the  Zonign  by-Law,  Town  of  Acton, 

Massachusetts,  as  follows: 

Delete  the  present  "Zoning  Map  of  the  Town  of  Acton,  Massachusetts,  Map  No.  2,  Flood  Plain  Areas"  and 
substitute  "Zoning  Map  of  the  Town  of  Acton,  Massachusetts,  Map  No.  2,  sheet  A,  Flood  Boundary  and  Floodway 
Map"  and  "Map "No.  2,  Sheet  B,  Flood  Insurance  Rate  Map." 
Total  Vote  - 113         Needed  to  carry  -  74        Yes  - 100        No -13 

Article  2: 

Voted:  To  amend  the  Zoning  By-Law,  Town  of  Acton,  Massachusetts,  as  follows: 
(A)  Add  to  Section  II  nine  new  definitions  as  follows: 

"C.l.A-Zone,  Numbered:  An  area  within  the  Flood  Plain  District  for  which  the  town  has  detailed  studies  which 
define  the  exact  boundaries  of  the  district.  Numbered  A-Zones  are  so  designated  on  Zoning  Map  of  the  Town 
of  Acton,  Mass.,  Map  No.  2,  Sheet  B. 
C.2.A-Zone,  Unnumbered:  An  area  within  the  Flood  Plain  District  for  which  the  town  has  only  limited  data  which 
define  the  exact  boundaries  of  the  district.  Unnumbered  A-Zones  are  so  designated  on  "Zoning  Map  of  the 
Town  of  Acton,  Mass.,  Map  No.  2,  Sheet  B". 

C.  3.Base  Flood:  The  flood  having  a  one  percent  chance  of  being  equalled  or  exceeded  in  any  given  year.  Also 

known  as  the  "100-Year  Flood". 

D.  l. Development:  For  purposes  of  Section  IV. H.  (Flood  Plain  District)  development  shall  mean  any  man-made 

change  to  real  estate,  including  but  not  limited  to  buildings,  structures,  whether  above  or  below  ground,  filling, 

dredging,  paving  or  excavation. 
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1. 1  .Flood  Plain:  Any  land  susceptible  to  being  inundated  by  the  base  flood. 

1.2.  Floodproofing:  Structural  and  nonstructural  additions,  changes  or  adjustments  required  to  make  a  structure 
watertight  with  walls  substantially  impermeable  to  the  passage  of  water  and  with  structural  components 
having  the  capability  of  resisting  hydrostatic  and  hydrodynamic  loads  and  effects  of  buoyancy. 

1.3.  Floodway:  The  channel  of  a  river  or  other  watercourse  and  the  adjacent  land  areas  that  must  be  reserved  in 
order  to  discharge  the  base  flood  without  cumulatively  increasing  the  water  surface  elevation  more  than  one 
foot  above  the  base  flood  elevation. 

W.l. Natural  Surface  Storage  Volume:  For  the  purposes  of  Section  IV. H.  (Flood  Plain  District)  the  natural  surface 
storage  volume  shall  be  the  volume  of  water  which  would  be  stored  above  the  natural  surface  of  the  lot  when 
floodwaters  are  at  the  level  of  the  base  flood  elevation.  The  original  natural  surface  storage  volume  of  the  lot 
Shall  be  the  natural  surface  storage  volume  of  the  lot  which  existed  on  June  14,  1978,  the  date  of  adoption  of 
this  by-law. 

FF.l  .Substantial  Improvement:  For  purposes  of  Section  IV. H.  (Flood  Plain  District)  substantial  improvement  shall 
mean  any  repair,  reconstruction,  or  improvement  of  a  structure,  the  cost  of  which  equals  or  exceeds  50 
percent  of  the  value  of  the  structure  either,  (a)  before  the  improvement  or  repair  is  started,  or  (b)  if  the 
structure  has  been  damaged,  and  is  being  restored,  before  the  damage  occurred.  For  the  purpose  of  this 
definition  substantial  improvement  is  considered  to  occur  when  the  first  alteration  of  any  wall,  ceiling,  floor,  or 
other  structural  part  of  the  building  commences,  whether  or  not  that  alteration  affects  the  external  dimensions 
of  the  structure.  The  term  does  not,  however,  include  either  (1)  any  project  for  improvement  of  a  structure  to 
comply  with  existing  state  or  local  health,  sanitary,  or  safety  code  specifications  which  are  solely  necessary  to 
assure  safe  living  conditions  or  (2)  any  alteration  of  a  structure  listed  on  the  National  Register  of  Historic 
Places  or  a  State  Inventory  of  Historic  Places." 

(B)  And  amend  Section  III.B.,  paragraph  2,  by  deleting  the  entire  paragraph  and  substituting  therefor: 

"The  general  location  of  the  flood  plain  district  is  shown  on  the  maps  entitled  "Zoning  Map  of  the  Town  of  Acton, 
Mass.,  Map  No.  2,  Sheet  A,  Flood  Boundary  and  Floodway",  "Zoning  Map  of  the  Town  of  Acton,  Mass.,  Map  No.  2, 
Sheet  B,  Flood  Insurance  Rate  Map",  and  broadly  defined  by  the  elevations  listed  in  "Flood  Plain  Table  I."  "The 
exact  boundaries  of  the  flood  plain  district  shall  be  defined  by  elevation  and  shall  coincide  with  the  boundary  of  the 
base  flood.  The  boundary  of  the  floodway  and  the  boundary  of  the  base  flood  shall  be  determined  using  "Zoning  Map 
of  the  Town  of  Acton,  Mass.,  Map  No.  2,  Sheet  A,  Flood  Boundary  and  Floodway  Map"  "Zoning  Map  of  the  Town 
of  Acton,  Mass.,  Map  No.  2,  Sheet  B,  Flood  Insurance  Rate  Map"  and  the  associated  data  provided  in  the 
"Flood  Insurance  Study,  Town  of  Acton,  December  1977",  published  by  the  U.S.  Department  of  Housing  and  Urban 
Development,  Federal  Insurance  Administration  ("HUD  Flood  Insurance  Study"),  all  of  which  are  hereby  made  part 
of  this  by-law."  Copies  of  these  data  are  filled  in  the  office  of  the  Town  Clerk. 

(C)  And  delete  Section  IV. H.  (Flood  Plain  District)  and  substitute  the  following: 

"H.Flood  Plain  District  (FP):  The  further  restrictions  upon  use  of  land  in  the  flood  plain  district  are  imposed  to 
assure  the  health  and  safety  of  the  occupants  of  lands  subject  to  seasonal  or  periodic  flooding,  to  develop  a 
long-term  stability  in  the  amount  of  land  area  subject  to  flooding  and  to  maintain  the  water  storage  qualities 
and  capacity  of  land  subject  to  flooding. 

1.  In  the  flood  plain  district,  any  use  otherwise  permitted  by  this  by-law  shall  be  allowed  subject  to  the 
provisions  of  this  section. 

2.  Any  person  desiring  to  erect  any  structure  or  excavate,  fill,  grade  or  otherwise  develop  land  within  the 
flood  plain  district  shall  submit  to  the  Board  of  Appeals  a  special  permit  application  therefor,  including  5 
copies  of  a  development  plan. 

a.  The  application  shall  indicate  any  special  permits  previously  granted  under  this  section  of  the  by-law  for 
the  subject  lot,  for  any  portion  of  the  subject  lot  or  for  any  larger  lot,  which  formerly  inlcuded  the 
subject  lot. 

b.  The  development  plan  shall  include,  but  shall  not  necessarily  be  limited  to,  plans  for  the  total  site 
development,  existing  and  proposed  buildings  and  structures,  original  and  proposed  final  grade 
elevations  at  contour  intervals  of  not  more  than  one  (1)  foot,  base  flood  elevation,  drainage  system 
layouts  and  sewage  disposal  systems. 

c.  In  all  unnumbered  A-Zones,  the  base  flood  elevations  shall  be  determined  and  shown  on  the 
development  plan.  The  applicant  shall  supply  the  data  and  methods  used  in  determining  the  base  flood 
elevations.  Such  determinations  may  be  based  upon  plans  and  information  prepared  by  the  Acton 
Engineering  Department,  when  available,  or  by  a  registered  professional  engineer. 

d.  The  application  shall  also  contain  a  specification  of  the  methods  of  grading  and  filling  to  be  used  and 
calculations  and  work  sheets  showing  the  original  natural  surface  storage  volume  of  the  lot  and  the 
natural  surface  storage  volume  after  the  proposed  alterations. 
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e.  Engineering  plans,  data  and  computations  shall  be  supplied  with  the  application  sufficient  to  permit  the 
Board  of  Appeals  to  ascertain  that  the  requirements  defined  in  subsection  4  will  be  met. 

f.  In  situations  involving  the  alteration  or  relocation  of  the  watercourse  for  a  river,  stream  or  brook,  the 
application  must  include  proof  of  notification  to  adjacent  communities,  the  State  Coordinator  HUD 
Flood  Insurance  Program,  Division  of  Water  Resources,  Department  Environmental  Managements,  and 
the  HUD  Flood  Insurance  Administration. 

3.  After  receipt  of  the  application,  the  Board  of  Appeals  shall  promptly  transmit  one  copy  of  the  development 
plan  to  the  Planning  Board,  to  the  Conservation  Commission,  to  the  Board  of  Health  and  to  the  Town 
Engineer.  Each  recipient  shall  submit  a  written  report  to  the  Board  of  Appeals  within  35  days  after  receipt 
of  the  development  plan;  such  reports  shall  be  made  a  part  of  the  record  of  the  public  hearing  by  the  Board 
of  Appeals. 

4.  Subject  to  the  following  requirements,  the  Board  of  Appeals,  after  due  consideraiton  of  all  information 
presented  to  it,  including  any  written  recommendations  received  from  the  Planning  Board,  Conservation 
Commission,  Board  of  Health  and  Town  Engineer,  may  issue  a  special  permit  for  the  proposed 
development: 

a.  No  building  or  development  shall  be  allowed  in  a  floodway. 

b.  Existing  buildings  or  structures  located  partially  or  wholly  within  the  floodway  may  be  modified,  altered 
or  repaired  only  to  the  extent  that  the  level  of  the  base  flood  is  not  increased  and  the  ability  of  the 
floodway  to  discharge  the  waters  resulting  from  the  base  flood  is  not  impaired.  But  no  special  permit 
shall  be  required  for  modification,  alteration  or  repair  to  existing  structures  or  buildings  above  the 
elevation  of  the  base  flood  elevation  or  within  the  interior  of  such  buildings  or  structures. 

c.  A  minimum  of  ninety  eight  (98)  percent  of  the  original  natural  surface  storage  volume  of  the  lot  shall  be 
preserved.  The  original  natural  surface  storage  volume  of  the  lot  and  the  amount  of  reduction  in  the 
natural  surface  storage  volume  granted  under  any  special  permit  shall  be  determined  by  the  petitioner. 
The  detailed  calculations  shall  be  reviewed  by  the  Board  of  Appeals  and  shall  be  made  a  part  of  the 
record  of  the  decision  and  recorded  on  the  development  plan. 

d.  In  all  numbered  and  unnumbered  A-Zones,  as  shown  on  "Zoning  Map  of  the  Town  of  Acton,  Mass., 
Map  No.  2,  Sheet  "B",  new  construction  and  substantial  improvements  to  structures  shall  conform  to  the 
following: 

1 .    residential  structures  shall  have  the  lowest  floor,  including  basement,  elevated  to  or  above  the 
base  flood  level; 

2.  non-residential  structures  shall  have  the  lowest  floor,  including  basement,  elevated  to  or  above 
the  base  flood  level  or  floodproofed  to  or  above  that  level. 

e.  Vehicular  and  pedestrian  access  on  the  site  to  the  structure  shall  be  at  least  one  (1)  foot  above  the  base 
flood  elevation. 

f.  In  situations  involving  the  alteration  or  relocation  of  the  watercourse  for  a  river,  stream  or  brook,  the 
flood  carrying  capacity  within  the  altered  or  relocated  section  of  the  watercourse  shall  be  maintained. 

5.  The  board  of  Appeals  shall  impose  the  following  conditions  on  any  special  permit  granted  under  section 
IV. H.  and  may  impose  such  additional  conditions  as  it  finds  to  be  reasonable  and  consistent  with  the 

purposes  of  this  Section  IV. H.: 

a.  All  other  necessary  permits  including  State  and  Federal  permits  must  be  received  prior  to  any 
construction,  alteration  or  other  development. 

b.  All  new  construction  and  substantial  improvements  shall  be  constructed  with  flood  resistant  materials 
and  methods  and  anchored  to  prevent  flotation  and  lateral  movement. 

c.  All  new  or  reconstructed  water,  sewer,  septic  and  drainage  systems,  gas,  electric,  fuel  and  other  utilities 
shall  be  designed  and  located  to  avoid  their  impairment  during  a  flood,  to  promote  safety  and 
to  minimize  flood  damage. 

d.  Before  an  occupancy  permit  is  granted  the  Building  Commissioner  shall  be  furnished  with: 

1 .  the  "as  built"  elevation  in  relation  to  mean  sea  level  of  the  lowest  habitable  floor  including  basement; 

2.  if  the  structure  has  been  floodproofed,  the  elevation  to  which  the  structure  has  been  floodproofed; 

3.  the  "as  built"  contour  plan. 

e.  Where  floodproofing  is  used,  it  shall  be  certified  by  a  registered  professional  engineer  or  a  registered 
professional  architect  to  be  adequate  to  withstand  the  forces  associated  with  the  base  flood  and  to  be 
water  tight  with  walls  substantially  impermeable  to  the  passage  of  water  and  that  the  methods  used 
are  adequate  to  withstand  the  flood  depths,  pressures  and  velocities,  impact  uplift  forces  and  other 
factors  associated  with  the  base  flood. 
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6.  None  of  the  foregoing  provisions  relating  to  the  presentation  of  an  application  to  erect  any  structure  or 
excavate,  fill,,  grade  or  otherwise  develop  land  within  the  flood  plain  district;  to  the  submission  of  a 
development  plan;  or  to  the  securing  of  a  special  permit  from  the  Board  of  Appeals  shall  apply  to  the 
maintenance  or  repair  of  existing  structures  or  paved  areas  except  those  involving  substantial  improvement 
or  those  located  within  the  floodway. 

7.  Nothing  contained  in  this  section  IV.H.  shall  limit  the  authority  of  the  Board  of  Health  or  affect  the 
general  applicability  of  the  State  Building  Code. 

8.  The  Board  of  Appeals,  in  making  its  decision,  shall  give  full  consideration  to  properly  documented 
engineering  data  showing  a  change  or  an  error  in  base  flood  elevation. 

9.  Unless  the  context  otherwise  requires,  the  provisions  of  this  section  shall  be  construed  to  be  in 
conformity  with  the  provisions  of  the  National  Flood  Insurance  Act  and  the  regulations  adopted  thereunder. 


FLOOD  PLAIN  TALBLE I 

Elevation  in  feet  National  Geodetic 


Source  of  Flooding  Location  Vertical  Datum 

Conant  Brook  Musket  Drive  203 

Newtown  Road  196 

Nagog  Hill  Road  196 

Main  Street  148 

Nashoba  Brook  Main  Street  172 

Carlisle  Road  170 

Wheeler  Lane  Dam  168 

Dam  153 

Conrail  147 

Great  Road  144 

Brook  Street  Dam  141 

Brook  Street  139 

Conrail  139 

Conrail  138 

Concord  Road  138 

Concord  Road  Dam  137 

Conrail  128 

Wetherbee  Street  128 

Acorn  Structures  127 

Tributary  2  Femwood  Road  151 

Tributary  1  Arborwood  Road  151 

Brucewood  Road  151 

Cole's  Brook  Sandalwood  Road  150 

Robin  wood  Road  147 

Hosmer  Street  143 

School  Street  Dam  133 

School  Street  133 

Pratt's  Brook  Boston  &  Maine  Railroad  143 

Fort  Pond  Brook  Boston  &  Maine  Railroad  206 

Arlington  Street  204 

Route  111  203 

Boston  &  Maine  Railroad  202 

Central  Street  201 

Martin  Street  199 

Stow  Street  198 

Boston  &  Maine  Railroad  195 

Route  27  195 

Erikson  Dam  194 

Boston  &  Maine  Railroad  181 

Cement  Dam  176 

River  Street  156 


88 

River  Street 

151 

Merriam  Dam 

151 

River  Street 

139 

Parker  Street 

135  * 

Laws  Brook  Road 

128 

Old  High  Street 

146 

Powder  Hill  Dam 

146 

Route  62 

134' 1 

Assabet  River 


Total  Vote -35        Needed  to  Carry  - 23-1/3        Yes  -30        No -5 

Article  6: 

Voted:  To  adopt  the  following  resolutions: 

Resolved;  that  the  inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  Acton  are  in  favor  of  establishing  a  sewer  district  by  act  of  the 
general  court,  similar  in  operation  to  the  water  district,  but  limited  in  territory  to  approximately  315  acres  of  land 
generally  located  east  of  Main  Street(Rt.  27)  and  north  of  Great  Road  (Rt.  2A)  on  land  owned  by  Homcorp  and 
Keystone  Associates,  sometimes  called  Briarbrook  or  Bellows  Farm,  as  shown  on  the  plan  set  forth  in  the  warrant  la 
article.  There  is  presently  located  on  said  premises  a  fully  operational  treatment  plant  which  will  be  expanded  to  I 
meet  the  needs  of  the  district.  The  operation  and  financial  responsibility  for  the  acquisition  and  operation  of  the  I 
district  and  treatment  plant  is  to  be  the  sole  responsibility  of  those  within  the  district  served  by  its  ip 
facilities  and  not  that  of  the  Town  of  Acton.  I 
And  further  resolved,  that  the  Selectmen  of  the  Town  of  Acton  be  authorized  and  directed  to  advise  the  general 
court  of  the  above  resolution.  a 


Article  7: 

To  see  if  the  Town  will  authorize  the  Conservation  Commission  to  purchase  or  otherwise  acquire,  and  authorize 
the  selectmen  to  take  by  eminent  domain  upon  the  written  request  of  the  Conservation  Commission,  for  conservation 
puposes,  including  outdoor  recreation,  as  provided  by  Section  8C  of  Chapter  40  the  General  Laws,  the  fee,  or 
any  other  interest,  in  all  or  part  of  a  parcel  of  land  located  to  the  rear  of  95  Parker  Street,  now  or 
formerly  owned  by  Frank  I.  and  Zillah  H.  Averett,  shown  as  Parcel  2  on  Plate  1-3  containing  31  acres  more  or  less  in 
the  Town  Atlas;  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  therefor  and  for  expenses  incidental  thereto;  determine  whether  such 
appropriation  shall  be  raised  by  borrowing  or  otherwise,  and  authorize  the  Conservation  Commission  to  contract  for 
reimbursement  from  the  Commonwealth  under  G.L.,  Chapter  132A,  Section  11;  or  take  any  other  action  relative 
thereto. 

Voted:  To  take  no  action.  - 
Article  8: 

Voted:  That  the  Town  accept  Section  23A  of  Chapter  60  of  the  General  Laws,  which  authorizes  the  Town  to 
increase  the  charge  for  municipal  lien  certificates,  and  determine  that  the  increased  charges  as  provided  in  such 
section  shall  apply  to  all  municipal  lien  certificates  issued  after  the  date  of  this  vote. 

Meeting  adjourned  at  12:05  A.M. 

The  following  persons  served  as  teller  at  the  above  meeting: 

Irene  McLaughlin,  Mona  V.  Melymuka,  Barbara  Mulvey,  Barbara  Neagle,  Dolores  Nowokunski,  Violet  Perry. 


A  true  copy,  Attest: 
Charles  M.  MacRae 
Town  Clerk 


( 
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TOWN  MEETING  ATTENDANCE 
STUDY  COMMITTEE  REPORT 
FOREWORD 


Board  attendance  of  the  electorate  at  Acton  Town 
Meeting  is: 

1.  Democratically  desirable. 

2.  Politically  reassuring, 
it  is  democratically  desirable  because  it  maintains 

le  political  equality  of  qualified  voters  in  the  transaction 
f  Town  business.  It  is  politically  reassuring  because  it 
|>ostulates  cross-sectional  voter  participation.  In  support 
l)f  the  premises  and  concerned  with  the  consistent  decline 
)f  voter  attendance,  Acton's  Town  Moderator,  with  the 
ipproval  of  the  Board  of  Selectmen,  appointed  a 
i  hree-member  committee  the  "Town  Meeting  Attendance 
study  Committee." 

The  Committee  was  assigned  the  task  of  conducting 
h  voter  survey  and  eliciting  the  voters'  opinions  and 
recommendations  for  improvement  of  Town  Meeting 
attendance.  Also,  it  was  the  task  of  the  Committee  to 
prepare  a  report  of  the  findings  and  submit  it  to  the  Town 
Moderator  and  the  Board  of  Selectmen. 

This  report  has  been  prepared  in  response  to  that 
assignment  and  is  submitted  herewith. 

Committee  appointed: 
4  October  1977 


Report  submitted: 
27  December  1977 


Donald  MacKenzie 
Acton  Town  Moderator 
F.  Dore'  Hunter 
Committee  Chairman 
Katherine  Mary  Kinsley 
Committee  Member 
John  F.  McLaughlin 
Committee  Member 


IfHETASK 

Determine  in  a  statistically  valid  fashion  why  Acton's 
residents  attend  or  do  not  attend  Town  Meetings,  and 
ormulate  appropriate  recommendations  to  alleviate  the 
Droblems.  Recommendations  would  not  propose  any 
:  ;hanges  in  our  present  form  of  Open  Town  Meeting  with 
10  quorum  requirement. 

The  task  was  implemented  by  the  Study  Committee, 
as  given  above,  with  the  additional  constraint  that  no 
:hange  in  meeting  place  would  be  proposed.  (The  present 
-neeting  place  is  in  the  990-seat  auditorium  at  the  Acton- 
3oxborough  Regional  High  School.) 

RECOMMENDATIONS  (Summary) 

1 .  Accept  promotional  mehtods  as  a  way  of  life  and 
use  these  methods  to  achieve  improved  Town 
Meeting  attendance. 

2.  Erect  re-usable  Town-owned  signs  in  not  less  than 
three  traffic-heavy  locations.  These  signs  should 
exhibit  the  date,  time,  and  location  of  Town  Meet- 
ings and  should  be  posted  two  weeks  in  advance 
of  the  opening  session. 


3.  Consider  the  preparation  and  printing  of  other 
disposable  signs  for  use  in  places  of  business  and 
in  all  public  buildings. 

4.  Prepare  news  releases,  containing  background 
information,  for  those  warrant  articles  which  are 
not  clearly  self-explanatory  and  distribute  to  the 
local  newspapers  in  a  timely  manner. 

5.  Change  the  time  of  recommended  Town  Meeting 
closure  from  11:00  p.m.  to  10:30  p.m. 

RECOMMENDATIONS  (In  detail) 

1.  The  Committee  recommends  that  the  time  and 
place  of  Town  Meetings  be  better  advertised.  Specifically, 
it  is  recommended  that  two  weeks  in  advance  of  any 
Town  Meeting,  signs  be  erected  at  Kelly's  Comer,  the 
Town  Landfill,  and  outside  the  Acton  Memorial  Library, 
setting  forth  the  date,  time  and  place  of  the  Town 
Meeting.  Such  signs  could  be  fabricated  so  that  the  date 
numerals  could  be  easily  changed,  and  thereby  be 
re-usable  for  a  number  of  years.  It  is  further 
recommended  that  some  arrangement  be  explored  with 
the  management  of  the  major  food  stores  so  that  a  notice 
of  Town  Meetings  could  be  prominently  displayed  in 
those  places  of  business. 

2.  It  is  recommended  that  the  Board  of  Selectmen 
request  the  Acton  Boxborough  Regional  District  School 
Committee  to  incorporate  in  their  curriculum  statement, 
a  description  of  the  orientation  sessions  which  they 
conduct  at  the  High  School  to  teach  the  organization  and 
operation  of  our  Town  government. 

3.  It  is  further  recommended  that  a  pamphlet  be 
prepared  explaining  the  Open  Town  Meeting  form  of  local 
government  and  distributed  through  the  "Welcome 
Wagon",  schools  and  libraries.  (See  the  inside  rear  cover 
of  the  1976  Town  Report  for  a  sample.) 

4.  The  Committee  recommends  that  background 
information  concerning  those  warrant  articles  which  are 
not  clearly  self-explanatory  on  their  face  be  furnished  to 
the  publishers  of  the  major  area  newspapers  in  sufficient 
time  so  that  it  could  be  printed  in  the  issue  next  prior  to 
the  Town  Meeting.  It  is  envisioned  that  the  background 
information  that  would  be  provided  would  be  essentially 
the  explanatory  remarks  which  the  sponsor  of  the 
particular  warrant  article  would  otherwise  have  to  give  on 
the  floor  of  the  Town  Meeting  to  introduce  and  explain 
the  article.  Although  this  background  information  might 
be  lengthy,  it  is  suggested  that  it  might  be  run  in  fine  print 
on  a  back  page  or  pages  of  the  newspapers,  inconjunction 
with  a  small  statement  on  the  front  page  reminding  the 
readers  of  the  date  and  time  of  the  Town  Meeting  and 
calling  their  attention  to  the  pages  of  the  paper  containing 
the  background  information.  The  Committee  assumed 
that  at  least  one  of  the  local  newspapers  would  cooperate 
in  this  undertaking  to  get  additional  information  to  the 
voters  before  the  meeting  at  little  or  no  additional  expense 
to  the  taxpayers. 


5.  The  conflict  between  shortening  the  overall  length 
of  the  Town  Meeting  to  improve  attendance  and 
extending  any  voter  an  opportunity  to  be  heard  is,  in  the 
Committee's  opinion,  irreconcilable  and  no  recommen- 
dation is  offered  in  that  area.  However,  the  Committee 
does  recommend  that  individual  Town  Meeting  sessions 
begin  promptly  at  7:30  p.m.  and  be  suspended  promptly 
at  10:30  p.m.  It  is  further  recommended  that  the  dates 
for  subsequent  sessions  be  established  and  announced  in 
advance,  rather  than  debated  and  determined  within  the 
initial  Town  Meeting  session. 
THE  SURVEY  METHOD 

The  following  survey  method  was  developed  by  the 
Study  Committee  to  be  the  best  possible  within  the 
limitations  of  time  and  resources  available. 

1.  Every  60th  voter  would  be  canvassed.  Names 
and  addresses  would  be  taken  from  the  most 
recently  available  voter's  list. 

2.  A  prestamped  return  postcard  would  be  mailed  to 
the  voters  selected  above  to  request  information: 

a.  On  their  Town  Meeting  attendance  habits 

b.  On  their  tenure  as  voters,  and 

c.  On    their    willingness    to    respond    to  a 
telephone  inquiry. 

3.  Those  returning  postcards  would  be  called  and 
interviewed  by  the  Study  Committee.  Two 
questionnaires  would  be  used:  one  for  those  who 
do  not  attend,  and  a  second  one  for  those  who  do 
attend. 

4.  Statistical  Details 

a.  Initial  sampling  1.7% 

(159/9555  voters) 

b.  Response  sampling  28.0% 

(44/159  postcards) 

c.  Interview  sampling  *61.0% 

(27/44  respondents) 
'Some  respondents  did  not  want  to  be 
telephone-interviewed;  others  did  not  have  listed 
phone  numbers  or  simply  were  not  reachable 
by  phone. 

5.  Voter  profile 

A  voter  profile  is  given  in  the  Appendix  at  the  rear 
of  this  report. 


CONCLUSIONS 

1.  The  Town  Meeting  Attendance  Study  Committee 
has  concluded  that  the  principal  factor  affecting 
attendance  at  Town  Meeting  is  lack  of  voter  knowledge 
as  to  when  the  Town  Meetings  are  held. 

2.  It  has  also  been  concluded  that  attendance  would 
be  improved  at  Town  Meeting  if  steps  were  taken  to 
better  educate  the  younger  and  more  mobile  segment  of 
the  Acton  population  as  to  the  function  and  importance 
of  Town  Meetings  in  our  local  government. 

3.  The  Committee  has  further  concluded  that 
publication  of  some  background  information,  at  least  in 
regard  to  the  more  complex  warrant  articles,  in  advance 
of  Town  Meetings  would  also  stimulate  better  attendance 
as  well  as  a  higher  level  of  debate. 

4.  It  has  also  been  concluded  that  anything  that 
could  be  done  to  shorten  the  length  of  Town  Meetings 
would  also  tend  to  increase  attendance,  particularly  from 
young  families  that  require  babysitters,  but  at  the  same 
time  nothing  should  be  done  to  limit  an  individual's  right 
to  be  heard  on  any  topic  of  concern  to  him  or  her.  That  is 
the  single  most  positive  aspect  of  the  Open  Town 
Meeting  and  must  be  preserved  in  the  Committee's 
opinion. 

Respectfully  submitted, 
Acton  Town  Meeting 
Attendance  Study  Committee 
F.  Dore'  Hunter 
3  Foster  Street 
Acton,  MA  01720 
Chairman 
Katherine  M.  Kinsley 
269  Central  Street 
Acton,  MA  01720 
Member 
John  F.  McLaughlin 
24  Hayward  Road 
Acton,  MA  01720 
Member 
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Response  To  Telephone  Interview 

QUESTIONS  ANSWERS- 
REGULAR  ATTENDEES 
Yes  No     In-  Total 
certai  n 

Do  you  feel  that  most  people  in  town  are  2 
Adequately  informed  about  the  function  of 
town  meetings  in  our  form  of  government? 
Do  you  feel  that  it  is  desirable  to  encourage  2 
the  largest  pratical  voter  attendance  at 
town  meetings? 

In  your  opinion,  why  do  a  vast  majority  of 
the  registered  voters  not  attend  town 
meeting? 


1 


1 


1 


1 


Regular  Attendee  Voters 

CONSENSUS  STATEMENT 


NONE 


NO  TALLY  - 
SEE  CONSENSUS 
STATEMENT 


Typically,  town  metting  attendance  dec- 
lines after  the  first  session,  and  attendance 
also  declines  during  each  session  as  it 
progresses.  Why  do  you  think  this 
happens? 

Is  there  anything  that  could  be  changed 
about  the  way  town  meetings  are 
conducted,  or  the  meeting  room  arrange- 
ment, that  would  make  meetings  more 
popular? 


NO  TALLY  - 
SEE  CONSENSUS 
STATEMENT 


NO  TALLY  - 
SEE  CONSENSUS 
STATEMENT 


NONE 


The  comments  indicated  that  several  of  those 
responding  felt  that  the  non-attendees  were 
simply  lazy.  Other  comments  were  that 
people  were  busy  and  had  other  things  and 
interests  other  than  town  meetings,  that  the 
meetings  were  dull,  and  that  the  non- 
attendees  did  not  feel  that  they  could  affect 
the  outcome. 

The  consensus  of  the  comments  in  response 
to  this  question  were  that  many  people  are 
only  interested  in  particular  issues,  not  all  the 
warrant  articles  under  consideration,  and  that 
the  sessions  are  allowed  to  go  on  too  long. 
No  particular  germane  responses  were 
recorded  to  this  question,  except  that  it  was 
suggested  that  some  of  the  discussions  during 
some  of  the  meetings  are  much  too  lengthly. 


Response  To  Telephone  Interview  -  Irregular  and  Non-Attendee  Voters 

QUESTIONS  ANSWERS-  ANSWERS- 

IRREGULAR  ATTENDEES  NON-ATTENDEES 


Yes 


Would  more  people  come  to  town  meetings 
if  more  information  was  made  available 
concerning  the  date,  time  and  place  of  each 
session? 

Would  it  encourage  more  voters  to  come 
and  participate  in  town  meetings  if  back- 
ground information  concerning  each  war- 
rant article  was  made  available  before  the 
day  of  the  meeting? 

Do  you  feel  that  the  voters  at  town  meet- 
ings are  able  to  influence  or  control  the 
quality  and  the  cost  of  local  government? 
Do  you  think  anyone  goes  -to  town  meet- 
ings has  an  opportunity  to  speak  on  any 
issue  that  concerns  him? 
What  form  of  local  government  are  you 
most   accustomed   to?      Open  Town 
meeting  -  Yes.  Other  Systems  -  No. 
Do  you  feel  that  you  would  attend  town 
meetings  under  any  circumstances? 


11 


13 


No  Uncertain  Total  Yes 

4        3  14  9 


14  8 


No  Uncertain  Total 


14  3 


14  8 


14  7 


14  5 
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COMMENTS  were  also  made  as  follows  - 

(Date,  time  and  place)  Those  persons  who  expressed 
themselves  as  to  the  timing  of  additional  notices  of  the 
meeting  incicated  that  a  period  of  one  or  two  weeks 
preceding  the  meeting  date  would  be  appropriate.  Several 
persons  volunteered  that  they  do  not  read  either  the 
Beacon  or  the  Acton  Minuteman  newspapers  and  there- 
fore, have  no  way  of  finding  out  when  the  meetings  are  to 
be  held. 

(Availability  of  background  information)  Several 
voters  said  that  more  background  information  was 
required,  but  not  necessarily  on  all  warrant  articles,  only 
for  the  more  complicated  ones.  Again,  there  seemed  to 
be  no  feeling  that  the  information  need  be  promulgated 
more  than  a  week  or  two  prior  to  the  particular  meeting. 

(Opportunity  for  anyone  to  speak)  A  number  of  those 
responding  wished  to  make  it  very  clear  that  they  felt  this 
was  a  positive  aspect  of  the  Acton  Town  Meeting. 
GENERAL  COMMENTS: 

"Only  a  few  people  go  to  town  meetings  so  they  exercise 
great  clout." 

"Town  meetings  drag  out  so,  can't  they  be  shortened?" 

"The  general  town  meeting  is  dull  and  boring." 

"The  school  committee  has  too  much  budgetary  power." 

"I  would  like  to  come  as  a  matter  of  course,  but  I  don't 

know  when  the  meetings  are  held." 

"We  don't  go  because  we  don't  hear  anything  about  the 

meeting,  we  don't  read  the  local  newspapers,  just  the 

Globe." 

"We  went  to  town  meeting  regularly  in  Lexington,  but  I 
guess  we  don't  do  so  here  because  of  the  lack  of  publicity." 
"I  go  to  town  meeting  on  any  issue  with  which  I'm 
involved." 

"Large  families  are  called  upon  to  do  so  many  things  that 
we  can  only  get  to  town  meetings  for  an  article  that  really 
concerns  us." 


"With  more  notice  we  could  set  aside  time  for  town 
meeting  instead  of  being  surprised  by  it." 
Town  meetings  should  be  announced  in  the  supermarkets 
and  the  Post  Office." 

"I  suggest  that  three  to  five  key  items  be  separated  out 
and  separate  meetings  be  held  for  them.  Interspersing  the 
interesting  articles  with  the  dull  articles  simply  doesn't 
bring  out  people  or  keep  them  there." 
"Town  meetings  are  on  week  nights  and  run  so  late  that 
I  can't  get  babysitters." 

"I  am  afraid  that  most  voters  think  that  only  trivial  things 
are  considered  at  town  meetings." 

"I  suggest  that  notice  be  sent  out  before  town  meeting  in 
the  mail." 

"More  notice  won't  help,  if  people  were  interested,  they 
would  come." 

"I  don't  go  because  I  feel  ineffectual,  I  hate  to  vote  on 

things  we  don't  have  any  control  over." 

"The  way  town   meetings   are  run,   budgets  aren't 

questioned." 

"Background  information  on  the  school  budget  is  particu- 
larly needed,  generally  other  background  information  is 
needed  so  that  one  can  prepare  and  respond  intelligently." 
"Background  information  wouldn't  help,  we  get  too  much 
to  read  now." 

"I  am  disillusioned  about  anyone's  effect  on  the  course  of 
government  anymore." 

"Regular  town  meeting  attendees  are  essentially  unified 
in  their  opinions  and  are  able  to  control  the  discussion 
things  on  the  floor,  if  more  people  turned  out  the  results 
might  change  dramatically." 

"I  don't  feel  that  the  open  town  meeting  is  good  for  this 
town,  it  is  to  big  and  special  interest  groups  can  too  easily 
pack  the  meeting." 

"Meetings  should  be  held  on  Saturday  and  less  important 
topics  limited  so  the  meetings  would  be  shorter." 


<\  weary  campaign  ranine  takes  a  snooze  during  the  long  »ait  for  all  of  the  votes  to  be  counted. 
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APPENDIX 


VOTER  PROFILE  -  PRECINCT  1  1977 
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i 

60 


VOTER  AGE  -  YEARS 


The  above  profile  was  developed  from  a  random  sample  of  67  voters. 
[Source  material:     t   Voters,  Ugt  Augugt  1977 

2.  List  of  Persons  1954  through  1976 
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A  Guide  to  Open  Town  Meeting 

The  OPEN  TOWN  MEETING  has  been  Acton's  legislative  body  since  colonial  times.  All  registered  voters  in  the  town 
are  eligible  to  come  together  annually  to  conduct  town  business,  appropriate  funds  and  give  direction  to  town  boards 
and  departments.  This  meeting  is  called  the  ANNUAL  TOWN  MEETING  and  may  continue  for  several  evenings  (each 
evening  being  designated  a  session  of  the  town  Meeting)  until  all  business  is  concluded.  A  SPECIAL  TOWN  MEETING 
may  be  called  by  the  Selectmen  at  any  other  time  of  the  year  if  it  becomes  necessary. 

PROCEDURES 

WARRANT  Prior  to  Town  Meeting  every  household  receives  a  copy  of  the  Town  WARRANT,  which  contains 
the  ARTICLES,  or  items  of  business,  to  be  acted  upon  by  the  voters.  The  Warrant  for  Annual  Town  Meeting  contains 
two  parts:  (1)  Election  Day  information  and  (2)  the  Articles,  including  the  Budget  for  the  coming  fiscal  year.  Articles  may 
be  placed  on  the  Warrant  by  the  Selectmen,  Town  Committees  or  by  a  petition  signed  by  registered  voters. 

ELECTIONS  Nonpartisan  ELECTIONS  for  Selectmen,  School  Committee,  Housing  Authority,  Moderator  and 
Library  Trustees  are  held  on  the  first  Mondy  of  Annual  Town  Meeting. 

VOTING  •  Most  Articles  are  decided  by  a  majority  vote  unless  otherwise  specified  by  statute  or  bylaw.  The 
Moderator  may  call  for  a  voice  or  hand  vote.  If  the  outcome  is  in  doubt,  the  Moderator  will  call  for  an  official  count  of  the 
vote,  which  is  known  as  a  TELLER  VOTE.  A  two-thirds  vote  is  required  for  amendments  to  the  Zoning  Bylaws,  the 
taking  of  land  by  eminent  domain  and  for  bond  issues.  Unless  unanimous,  these  votes  are  counted  by  the  Tellers. 

AMENDMENT  •  An  AMENDMENT  to  the  Article  under  discussion  may  be  offered  by  any  voter.  The  Amendment 
is  passed  by  a  simple  majority  and  musst  be  voted  upon  before  debate  of  the  original  Article  is  taken  up  again. 

DEBATE  -  DEBATE  is  limited  to  the  motion  under  discussion.  There  is  no  time  limit  on  debate,  although  the 
Moderator  may  ask  that  the  speakers  avoid  repetition  and  keep  their  remarks  brief. 

PREVIOUS  QUESTION  -  A  voter  may  close  debate  by  MOVING  THE  PREVIOUS  QUESTION.  This  motion  is 
not  debatable.  If  a  two- thirds  vote  is  obtained,  the  Article  under  discussion  is  immediately  put  to  a  vote. 

LAY  ON  THE  TABLE  -  If,  after  an  Article  has  been  moved  and  seconded  and  debate  has  begun,  someone  wishes 
to  postpone  the  final  vote,  he  may  move  to  LAY  IT  ON  THE  TABLE.  A  simple  majority  is  needed  both  to  place  it  "on  the 
table"  and  to  put  it  back  on  teh  floor  for  final  action.  This  motion  is  not  debatable. 

TAKE  NO  ACTION  -  All  Articles  appearing  in  the  Warrant  must  be  acted  upon  before  the  Town  Meeting  can 
adjourn.  A  motion  to  TAKE  NO  ACTION  may  be  made  by  the  sponsor  of  an  Article  if  a  change  in  circumstances  since 
the  preparation  of  the  Warrant  makes  it  unnecessary  or  unwise  to  consider  the  Article  at  that  time.  This  motion  requires 
a  majority  vote  and  is  debatable. 

RECONSIDERATION  -  A  motion  may  be  made  by  a  voter  on  the  prevailing  side  to  RECONSIDER  an  Article 
after  it  has  been  accepted  or  defeated.  A  two- thirds  vote  is  required  to  reconsider  the  Article  at  the  same  session  at  which 
it  was  originally  acted  upon.  A  three-fourths  vote  is  required  for  reconsideration  at  a  subsequent  session,  in  addition  to 
the  posting  of  a  NOTICE  OF  INTENT  TO  RECONSIDER  at  Town  Hall  6  hours  prior  to  the  session.  A  motion  for 
reconsideration  is  debatable. 

POINT  OF  ORDER  -  If  a  voter  questions  the  legality  or  propriety  of  the  proceedings,  he  may  rise  to  a  POINT  OF 
ORDER.  This  is  the  only  time  that  a  voter  does  not  need  to  be  recognized  by  the  Moderator  to  speak.  If  the  objection  is 
reasonable,  the  Moderator  will  take  immediate  steps  to  rectify  it. 

ADJOURNMENT  -  When  all  business  in  the  Warrant  has  been  completed,  the  Moderator  says,  "A  motion  for 
ADJOURNMENT  is  now  in  order,"  and  the  motion,  the  second  and  the  vote  are  usually  drowned  out  in  the  rush  for  the  door. 


Educational  Reports 


Jannette  Lynch  (left),  Kathleen  Kirby  and  Lisa  Hopkins  (right)  sing  farewell  to  ABRHS  during  graduation 
ceremonies  in  early  June. 
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Acton  Public  Schools 


Acton  School  Committee 


Term  Expires 

Alice  Klemmer  1979 

Francis  Joyner  1979 

Anne  Ridley  1980 

Carole  Cochin  1980 

Robert  Evans  1981 

F.  Dore'  Hunter  1981 


Act on-Boxborough  Regional  District 

ORGANIZATION 

Acton-Boxborough 
Regional  District  School  Committee 

Term  Expires 


Alice  Klemmer  1979 

Francis  Joyner  1979 

Anne  Ridley  1980 

Carole  Cochin  1980 

Robert  Evans  1981 

F.  Dore' Hunter  1981 

Bruce  Blake  1979 

John  Herrmann  1980 

Dennis  Kuipers  1981 

The  Acton  School  Committee  holds  regular  meetings  on  the  first  and  third  Thursdays  of  each  month,  and  the 
Acton-Boxborough  Regional  District  School  Committee  meets  regularly  on  the  second  and  fourth  Thursdays.  Both 
groups  convene  at  the  Acton-Boxborough  Regional  Senior  High  School  Music  Room  at  7:30  PM. 

ADMINISTRATORS  TELEPHONE 

Superintendent  of  Schools,  Raymond  J.  Grey   263-9503 

Assistant  Superintendent,  Gary  G.  Baker  263-9503 

Business  Manager,  Douglas  W.  Barrus   263-3403 

Head  Bookkeeper  and  Treasurer,  Priscilla  Felt  263-9503 

Principals:   Conant  School,  Joan  M.  Little   263-7407 

Douglas  School,  Robert  C.  Conroy  263-2753 

Gates  School,  James  Palavras   263-9162 

Merriam  School,  William  Sparks  263-2581 

McCarthy-Towne  School,  Parker  Damon   263-4982 

Junior  High  School,  Clifford  A.  Card   263-7716 

James  C.  Chace,  Vice  Principal   263-7716 

Senior  High  School,  Lawrence  McNulty  263-0210 

Donald  MacLeod,  Vice  Principal  263-7738 

Francis  Riley,  Vice  Principal   263-7738 

Coordinator  of  Pupil  Personnel  Services,  William  J.  Petkewich   263-5091 

Coordinator  of  Fine  Arts,  Henry  W.  Wegiel   263-3562 

Coordinator  of  Buildings  and  Grounds,  Cornelius  M.  Casey   263-5272 


TENTATIVE  SCHOOL  CALENDAR 


Reopening  of  Schools 
Martin  Luther  King  Day 
Winter  Vacation 
Good  Friday  (V2  Day) 
Spring  Vacation 
Memorial  Day 
Graduation 
Close  of  Schools  * 
Summer  Recess 
Reopening  of  Schools 
Columbus  Day 


January  2, 1979 
January  15 
February  19-23 
April  13 
April  16-20 
May  28 
May  28 
June  14 

September  5 
October  8 


Veterans'  Day 
Thanksgiving  Recess 
Christmas  Holidays 
Reopening  of  Schools 
Martin  Luther  King  Day 
Winter  Vacation 
Good  Friday  (V2  Day) 
Spring  Vacation 
Memorial  Day 
Graduation 


November  12 
November  22-23 
December  24-28 
January  2, 1980 
January  15, 1980 
February  18-22 
April  4 
April  14-18 
May  26 
June  6, 1980 


*  If  no  days  lost  due  to  inclement  weather 


NO  SCHOOL  SIGNAL 


2-2-2-2  6:30  A.M.                             No  School  ABRSD  All  Day 

1-  1-1-1  7:15  A.M.                              No  School  Acton  Public  Schools  Grades  K-6  All  Day 

2-  2-2-2  7:00  A.M.                             No  School  All  Schools  Day 

Announcements  aired  on:  WBZ  -  1030  AM  Dial;  WHDH  -  850  AM  Dial;  WCVB-TV,  Channel  5;  WEIM  Fitchburg  - 

starting  at  6:00  A.M. 
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Report  From  The  Superintendent 
of  Schools 

The  student  population  of  the  Acton  Public  Schools 
continues  to  decline  to  the  extent  now  that  we  have  to 
begin  considering  the  possibility  of  closing  a  school 
within  a  few  years  as  many  other  school  districts  in  the 
area  have  done.  We  started  this  school  year  with  2321 
students  in  grades  K  -  6,  which  is  151  fewer  than  at  the 
end  of  last  school  year.  It  is  projected  that  when  we  begin 
the  school  year  in  September,  1979,  we  will  have  about 
550  fewer  students  than  we  had  in  the  fall  of  1973. 

As  a  result  of  the  student  decline,  six  teachers  have 
lost  positions  in  the  past  two  years,  and  it  is  anticipated 
that  five  classroom  teaching  positions  and  two  fine  arts 
positions  will  be  cut  this  coming  school  year.  Average 
class  size  in  regular  elementary  classes  is  25.7  this  year. 

The  budget  for  1978-79  was  set  at  $3,957,560,  an 
increase  of  5.9%  over  the  previous  year,  primarily  due 
to  increases  in  contracted  salaries,  Chapter  766  special 
education  costs  and  transportation  and  inflation  in  the 
costs  of  materials,  services  and  utilities,  With  the 
exception  of  the  transfer  of  the  crossing  guards  from  the 
town  budget  to  the  school  budget,  no  personnel  were 
added. 

There  were  no  administrative  changes  this  year. 
Charles  Cormier  replaced  Eugene  Trainor  as  Science/ 
Social  Studies  Curriculum  Specialist,  and  Dana  Cotto 
replaced  Fred  Beauchene  as  the  Coordinator  of 
Cafeterias. 

Curriculum  research  and  development  projects  in 
writing  and  mathematical  learning  disabilities  have  led, 
respectively,  to  guidelines  for  the  teaching  of  writing  at 
each  grade  level  and  to  suggestions  for  working  with 
students  in  the  early  grades  who  are  having  difficulties 
with  mathematics.  New  curriculum  guidelines  have  also 
been  developed  in  spelling.  Also,  new  instructional 
materials  programs  in  mathematics  were  adopted  in  each 
of  the  schools  to  facilitate  the  teaching  of  the  system's 
math  objectives. 

Citizen-teacher  committees  in  competency-based 
education  and  teaching  gifted  and  talented  students  have 
been  meeting.  As  a  result  of  the  Competency-Based 
Education  Committee's  work  recommendations  are  being 
made  for  the  specification  of  basic  skills  attainment  and 
monitoring,  consistent  with  the  state's  Basic  Skills 
Improvement  Policy  which  requires  minimum  competency 
testing  in  reading,  writing  and  mathematics  in  the 
1980-81  school  year.  The  system- wide  Gifted  and 
Talented  Committee  made  twelve  recommendations  to 
the  School  Committee,  eight  of  which  were  supported 
and  three  of  which  were  tabled.  The  question  of  what 
program  models  would  be  used  in  teaching  gifted  and 
talented  students  was  passed  on  to  committees  in  each 
school  to  consider,  with  the  expectation  that  recommen- 
dations for  each  of  the  schools  would  be  made  in  March. 
Procedures  for  the  identification  of  academically  talented 
students  have  begun. 

The  principals'  reports  follow. 


Reports  From  The 
Elementary  Principals 
Mrs.  Joan  Little,  Conant  School 

Mrs.  Little  reports  that  there  have  been  some 
changes  on  the  Conant  faculty  this  year.  Mrs.  Evelyn 
Chadeayne  has  replaced  Mrs.  Sarah  Mickunas  who 
retired  last  year;  Miss  Karen  Johansen  has  replaced  Mrs. 
Katherine  Vecchio,  Mrs.  Evelyn  Jones  is  on  a  leave  of 
absence,  and  Mr.  James  Werrbach  has  replaced  Mr. 
Pierrer  Bonin. 

Mrs.  Little  further  reports  that: 

The  many  efforts  of  the  Parent  Teacher  Advisory 
during  the  1977-78  school  year  have  resulted  in  the 
establishment  of  an  active  PTO  at  the  Conant  School. 
The  major  goals  of  the  newly  formed  Parent  Teacher 
Organization  are  to  find  ways  to  bring  about  maximum 
communication  between  the  school  and  the  parents  of 
the  Conant  Community;  to  become  informed  parents  on 
educational  issues,  programs,  and  activities  of  the  school, 
and  to  help  the  school  in  specific  ways  through  the 
publication  of  a  school  newsletter,  organizing  and 
coordinating  a  parent  volunteer  program,  hospitality, 
social  events  and  fundraising. 

The  Conant  School  has  introduced  to  students  in 
grades  1  -  6  a  new  math  program  entitled  Developing 
Mathematical  Processes  (DMP).  This  Rand-McNally 
program  offers  a  varied  approach  to  teaching  the  school 
system's  math  objectives,  including  manipulatives, 
literature,  learning  centers,  and  traditional  written  work. 
DMP  exposes  the  children  to  the  important  concepts  of 
computation,  geometry,  measurement,  graphing,  statistics, 
and  probability.  Teachers  have  been  attending  work- 
shops to  help  prepare  for  the  new  program. 

Many  students  are  profiting  from  a  special  tutoring 
program  during  the  1978-79  school  year.  "Fusion," 
Fitchburg  State  College's  reading  development,  began  in 
October  at  Conant.  Fifteen  college  students  are  now 
working  with  selected  children  in  the  language  arts  area. 
All  tutoring  is  carried  out  under  the  direct  supervision  of 
the  classroom  teacher  in  consultation  with  Judy  Hause, 
Conanf  s  Reading  Specialist,  and  with  faculty  members  at 
Fitchburg.  Children  are  tutored  individually  and  in  small 
groups.  This  pre-intemship  for  the  Fitchburg  juniors 
follows  three  weeks  of  orientation  sessions  on  campus. 
Weekly  seminars,  conducted  by  an  instructor  from 
Fitchburg  State  College,  are  held  at  Conant  to  share  and 
evaluate  experiences.  The  college  students  follow  the 
prescribed  basal  reading  programs  at  Conant,  but 
improvise  and  develop  lessons  that  cover  the  material 
in  a  variety  of  ways  with  attention  to  individual  differences 
in  the  children.  This  program  has  been  extremely 
successful  in  helping  the  Conant  School  to  meet  the 
needs  of  students  experiencing  temporary  reading 
difficulties. 

As  in  the  other  schools,  a  committee  of  teachers  and 
parents  has  been  formed  to  consider  the  needs  of  our 
academically  talented  students. 
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Mr.  Robert  Conroy,  Douglas  School 

Mr.  Conroy  reported  that  during  1978  the  Douglas 
School  responded  to  the  impact  of  declining  school 
enrollments.  The  adjustment  from  three  to  two 
classrooms  at  the  primary  grades  enabled  us  to  study  and 
modify  our  utilization  of  school  facilities.  The  location  of 
classes  and  specialists  was  changed  to  better  serve  the 
needs  of  the  students.  The  specialists  were  moved  to 
classrooms  where  they  are  able  to  accomodate  more 
students  through  the  use  of  activity  centers.  More 
adequate  storage  facilities  and  proximity  to  other 
specialitsts  have  also  been  of  benefit  to  their  programs. 

The  Art,  Music  and  Physical  Education  teachers 
developed  and  introduced  a  series  of  "mini-courses" 
during  student  recess  periods.  Participation  is  voluntary 
for  students.  The  courses  are  designed  to  broaden 
student  interests,  to  encourage  alternative  leisure  time 
activities  and  to  extend  student  talents. 

During  the  year  we  adopted  the  new  Houghton-Mifflin 
math  program  and  have  change  to  the  Merrill  Spelling 
program.  Both  programs  emphasize  fundamentals  as 
discussed  in  the  system-wide  guidlines,  and  provide 
meaningful  supplementary  activities  for  varying  student 
needs. 

The  School  Handbook  was  revised  and  a  new 
student  handbook  was  developed.  Parent  participation 
in  school  activities  and  volunteer  support  for  the  instruc- 
tional program  was  expanded  under  the  leadership  of 
Mrs.  Anne  Wilson  and  Mrs.  Ann  Muehleisen.  Several 
cultural  programs  were  also  brought  to  the  school 
with  the  financial  assistance  of  our  school  council. 
A  committee  of  parents  and  teachers  was  formed  to 
develop  a  program  for  academically  talented  students 
which  we  hope  to  implement  in  September,  1979. 

Our  Title  I  program  in  reading  and  math  continued 
to  be  successful  in  helping  students  who  needed  tutoring 
in  these  areas. 


Mr.  James  Palavras,  Gates  School 

Mr.  Palavras  listed  the  following  new  development 

in  1978: 

1.  Implementation  of  a  new  mathematics  program, 
Developing  Mathematical  Processes  (DMP),  in  grades 
1  -  6  as  part  of  the  system-wide  math  improvement 
program. 

2.  Formulation  of  a  committee  of  parents  and  teachers 
to  draft  specific  recommendations  as  to  how  best  to 
meet  the  needs  of  gifted  and  talented  students. 

3.  Installation  of  additional  Project  Challenge  outdoor 
equipment. 

4.  Grade  5  students  attended  a  week  long  environmental 
education  program  at  Sargent  Camp  in  Peterborough, 

N.H. 

5.  First  annual  Parent  Advisory  sponsored  "Family  Ice 
Cream  Social  and  Cake  Walk." 


Once  again,  Title  I  federal  funds  were  available,  so 
two  paraprofessionals  could  provide  direct  tutorial 
assistance  in  reading  and  math. 

Our  third  annual  "Balloon  Launch  by  students  and 
our  Community/Career  Day  program  were  held  again 
with  the  enthusiastic  involvement  of  our  students. 

Dr.  J.  Parker  Damon, 
McCarthy-Touwe  School 

The  school  year,  1978,  was  a  successful  one  in  many 
ways  according  to  Dr.  Damon.  Parent  involvement  and 
curriculum  development  received  continued  emphasis: 
the  following  list  highlights  only  a  few  of  the  many 
activities  and  achievements. 

1.  The  PTSO  ran  a  successful  fundraising  effort  that 
culminated  with  an  acclaimed  talent  auction  and  a  hat 
sale. 

2.  The  PTSO,  with  the  help  of  a  landscape  consultant, 
began  extensive  improvements  to  the  plantings  and 
playgroung  equipment  around  the  school. 

3.  In  socail  studies,  the  "Man-A  Course  of  Study" 
program  was  extended  to  all  of  the  sixth  grade.  A 
small  grant  from  the  Cultural  Education  Collaborative 
and  the  National  Endowment  for  the  Humanities 
enabled  the  teachers  of  grades  three,  four  and  five  to 
work  with  the  staffs  of  the  Peabody  Museum  and  the 
Museum  of  Comparative  Zoology  to  expand  the  study 
of  animals  (grade  three),  Plains  Indians  (grade  four), 
and  archeology  (grade  five). 

4.  The  school's  mathematics  curriculum  is  also  the  focus 
of  attention  with  teacher  workshops  in  the  use  of 
manipulative  materials  (primary  grades),  and  the 
teaching  of  geometry  (intermediate  grades).  The 
school  received  additional  funds  for  the  purchase  of 
more  mathematics  materials. 

Other  programs  unique  to  the  school  were  continued. 
They  are:  the  use  of  "Words  in  Color"  for  the  teaching  of 
reading  in  the  primary  grades,  and  the  reliance  on  the 
paperback  book  program,  "Reading  in  Common"  for 
reading  instruction  in  intermediate  grades;  the  use  of  the 
school's  science  prototypes  for  the  in-depth  study  of 
selected  topics;  the  reliance  on  Project  Adventure  and 
gymnastics  to  form  the  basis  of  the  school's  physical 
education  program;  the  emphasis  on  utilizing  the  visual 
arts  in  all  areas  of  the  curriculum  through  the  integrated 
Humanities  Program;  the  Sloyd  Program  to  provide  all 
students  with  an  experiecne  in  working  with  wood  and 
small  hand  tools;  the  Student-Teacher  and  Volunteer 
Program  which  provides  students  (of  all  ages),  teachers, 
and  parents  with  a  variety  of  direct  and  indirect  services 
and  learning  experiences. 

Mr.  William  V.  Sparks,  Merriam  School 

Mr.  Sparks  listed  the  highlights  of  the  Merriam 
School  for  the  1978  school  year  as  follows: 

1.  A  .  new  math  program  (Addison-Wesley  Company) 
was  adopted  in  Septemer,  1978,  to  help  in  the  teaching 
of  the  math  objectives  adopted  system-wide. 
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2.  Meetings  continue  to  be  held  for  the  improvement  of 
the  spelling  and  handwriting  programs. 

3.  Science  and  social  studies  committees  are  actively 
meeting  to  study  ways  in  which  these  disciplines 
may  be  strengthened. 

4.  The  Library  continues  to  expand.  At  the  present  time 
there  are  7,000  volumes  of  books  catalogued  for 
students'  use.  A  dedicated  group  of  35  volunteers 
assists  in  the  maintenance  of  an  excellent  program 
under  the  leadership  of  Mrs.  Helen  Berger,  Media  Aide, 
and  Mrs.  Joyce  Koop,  Coordinator. 

5.  A  combination  ice  cream  social  and  puppet  show  as 
well  as  a  silent  auction  have  contributed  to  the 
raising  of  monies  for  the  school.  A  book  fair  was 
conducted  in  the  fall  for  the  sale  of  books.  The 
proceeds  were  used  to  supplement  the  purchase  of 
library  books. 


6.  The  school  volunteer  program  continues  to  be  most 
successful.  There  are  a  total  of  50  parent  volunteers 
who  willingly  give  of  their  time  in  the  library,  school 
office,  Pupil  Personnel  Services  Department  and  class- 
rooms. 

7.  Many  plays  highlighted  the  student  activities  of  the 
school  year. 

8.  A  very  effective  parent-student  barbeque  was 
conducted  in  June. 

9.  Without  strong  support  from  the  administration, 
teaching  staff,  office  personnel,  cafeteria  services, 
custodial  employees,  nursing  staff,  students,  parents 
and  parent  volunteers,  the  operation  of  the  building 
during  the  year  would  not  have  been  as  effective.  We 
are  most  grateful  for  this  team  effort. 


An  enthusiastic  group  of  first  graders  crowd  together  for  an  informal  portrait  at  the  McCarthy-Towne 
School. 
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Fran  Sitomer,  a  speech  and  language  teacher  at  the  Douglas  School,  works  with  one  of  her  pupils  in  the 
school's  resource  room.  Sitomer  holds  classes  for  "special  needs"  children  Involved  in  individualized 
programs  made  possible  by  Chapter  766. 


Acton-Boxborough 
Regional  School  District 


Report  from  the  Superintendent  of  Schools 

Although  the  student  population  decline  is  not  as 
pronounced  as  in  the  elementary  schools,  the  Regional 
School  District  student  population  has  decreased  from 
2430  last  June  to  2397  this  shcool  year,  a  reduction  of 
just  33  students  in  grades  7  -12.  Although  no  new 
programs  were  added,  contracted  salary  increases,  Ch. 
766  costs  and  inflationary  increases  in  utilities,  materials, 
and  services  caused  the  budget  to  go  up  8.6%,  which 
was  1.1%  less  of  an  increase  than  the  previous  fiscal  year. 

The  only  change  in  supervisory  personnel  was  the 
replacement  of  Fred  Beauchene,  who  resigned  as 
Coordinator  of  Cafetenas,  with  Dana  Cotto  who  began 
in  September. 

Curriculum  research  and  development  projects  this 
year  led  to  the  more  effective  instructional  use  of  the  high 
school  computer  (which  was  donated  to  the  school  by 
Hanscom  Air  Base),  improved  social  studies  instruction 
in  grade  8  and  the  expansion  of  the  interdisciplinary  team 


concept  with  the  formation  of  two  new  interdisciplinary 
instructional  teams,  one  in  grade  7  and  one  in  grade  8, 
because  the  evaluation  of  the  pilot  grade  7  team  which 
started  last  year  was  considered  so  successful  by 
teachers,  parents  and  students. 

The  Citizen's  Advisory  Committee  on  Competency- 
Based  Education,  chaired  by  Mrs.  Sandra  Bayne,  made 
recommendations  to  the  State  Board  of  Education  on 
minimum  competency  standards  for  graduation,  and  the 
state's  final  position  reflected  many  of  those  recommen- 
dations. The  Regional  District  is  responding  to  the  State's 
Basic  Skills  Improvement  Policy  by  reviewing  minimum 
competencies  expected  of  our  graduates  and  forming  a 
reading  committee  (chaired  by  Mrs.  Anita  Dodson),  a 
writing  committee  (chaired  by  Mr.  Neil  Murphy)  and  a 
mathematics  committee  (chaired  by  Dr.  Stephen  Foster). 
These  committees  will  prepare  for  the  testing  in  those 
areas  by  the  1980-81  school  year.  A  new  committee  of 
teachers,  parents  and  administrators  chaired  by  Mr. 
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Charled  Kadlec  began  meeting  this  fall  to  consider  the 
needs  of  and  programs  for  gifted  and  talented  students  in 
our  secondary  schools,  in  much  the  same  way  as  a 
committee  did  the  previous  year  with  regard  to  the 
elementary  schools.  Also  a  Reading  Needs  Assessment 
Committee  of  teachers  and  specialists  chaired  by  Dr. 
Gary  Baker  is  meeting  to  determine  whether  there  are 
ways  we  can  improve  the  reading  program  in  grades 
K  -  12  that  we  offer  our  students. 

Federal  grant  proposals  have  been  written  and 
approved  in  special  education  totalling  $92,750.  These 
grants  have  led  to  such  improved  services  in  special 
education  as  a  project  for  high  school  students  having 
adjustment  problems  (Project  Focus),  an  additional 
learning  disabilities  specialist,  part-time  aides  in  speech 
and  language,  a  special  education  teacher  at  the  Junior 
High,  a  part-time  school  psychologist,  part-time  aides 
in  special  education  and  consultation  on  programs.  We 
have  also  applied  for  and  received  grants  in  vocational 
education  totalling  $19,272  which  have  led  to  the 
purchase  of  modern  machinery  in  industrial  arts,  new 
sewing  machines  in  home  economics,  the  installation  and 
use  of  the  computerized  Massachusetts  Occupational 
Information  Service  in  our  Career  Planning  Center,  a  new 
home  maintenance  course  as  part  of  the  Industrial  Arts 
curriculum  at  the  Junior  High,  and  a  special  education 
aide  in  industrial  arts  at  the  High  School.  A  new 
federally  funded  Title  I  program  was  established  at  the 
Junior  High  v-ith  a  grant  of  $9,952.  This  provides 
intensive  tutorial  reading  instuction  to  32  students  who 
have  been  having  reading  difficulties. 

Finally,  with  the  generous  and  civic-minded 
contributions  of  many  local  community  organizations, 
agencies  and  individuals,  we  hope  to  begin  the  High 
School  community  radio  station  broadcasts  before  -the 
end  of  this  school  year.  All  that  is  holding  us  back  now  is 
the  formal  license  from  the  Federal  Communications 
Commission  which  was  applied  for  months  ago.  Word  is 
that  that  should  be  received  soon.  We  look  forward  to  the 
radio  station  as  a  service  to  both  our  students  and  our 
communities.  We  expect  it  to  be  another  example  of  how 
the  schools  and  their  communities  can  work  together  for 
the  mutual  benefit  and  understanding  of  each. 

Academically,  our  schools  continue  to  excel  as 
testing  results  and  scholarship  competition  indicate.  We 
are  truly  an  academic  high  school  -over  87%  of  last  year's 
graduating  class  participated  in  the  Admissions  Testing 
Program  of  the  College  Entrance  Examination  Board. 

The  Principals'  and  Coordinators'  reports  follow: 

Dr.  Larence  E.  McNulty,  Senior  High  School 

The  population  explosion  experienced  by  the  towns 
of  Acton  and  Box  borough  during  the  late  1960s  and 
early  1 970*5  has  stabilized.  The  student  population  of  the 
Acton-Boxborough  Regional  High  School  (A.B.R.H.S.) 
has,  likewise,  stabilized  in  recent  years.  The  student 
population  of  A.B.R.H.S.,  as  of  December  1,  1978,  was 
1542  students.  The  high  school  facility,  one  of  which  the 
townspeople  of  Acton  and  Boxborough  can  be  justifiably 


proud,  provides  an  outstanding  educational  setting  and 
atmosphere  for  our  high  school  students. 

Academically,  A.B.R.H.S.  continues  to  warrant  the 
respect  and  admiration  of  college  admission  officers. 
Approximately  78%  of  the  graduating  class  (N=391) 
pursued  further  education  in  September,  1978  in  over 
thirty  different  states  around  the  country.  Of  the  391 
graduating  seniors,  30%  qualified  for  the  National  Honor 
Society,  sixteen  students  won  commendation  by  the 
National  Merit  Scholarship  Corporation  (NMSC),  sixteen 
were  semi-finalists,  four  were  finalists,  and  one  student 
won  an  NMSC  scholarship  (A.B.R.H.S.  was  the  only 
high  school  in  the  nation  with  two  NMSC  winners  in 
1976).  The  NMSC  winner  1978  was  Robert  Evans,  Jr., 
who  is  attending  Harvard  University. 

In  terms  of  curriculum,  A.B.R.H.S.  continues  to  be  a 
comprehensive  secondary  school.  The  curriculum 
consisted  of  221  different  course  offerings  during  the 
1977-78  school  year.  Constant  evaluation  and  appraisal 
takes  place  in  order  to  insure  relevant  course  offerings 
and  the  proper  utilization  of  staff,  buildings,  equipment 
and  instructional  materials.  We  feel  that  our  current 
curriculum  is  comprehensive,  relevant,  challenging,  and 
one  that  insures  academic  standards  of  the  highest 
caliber. 

The  extracurricular  program  at  the  high  school  has 
expanded  over  the  years  and  now  consists  of 
interscholastic  athletics  (32  teams),  intramurals,  student 
government  activities,  fine  arts  activities,  and  a  variety  of 
special  interest  clubs.  In  1978,  approximately  1500 
students  participated  in  one  or  more  extracurricular 
activities.  Highlighting  the  1977-78  extracurricular 
activities  was  the  athletic  program,  which  resulted  in  eight 
league  championships  and  a  very  high  rating  in  the 
Boston  Globe's  Dalton  Trophy  won/loss  rating  system 
(5th  of  76  in  division  U).  Other  individual  and  team 
honors  were  garnered  by  the  A.B.R.H.S.  Debate, 
Mathematics,  and  Chess  Teams.  Further  highlights  were 
provided  by  the  Fine  Arts  Program  which  included  a  Fine 
Arts  weekend,  eleven  drama  productions,  an  art  exhibit 
and  an  art  show  at  the  Acton  Town  Memorial  Library, 
thirty  concerts,  a  musical,  eighteen  students  selected  for 
the  Northeast  District  Festival  Band,  Chorus,  Concert 
Choir  and  Orchestra  (four  A.B.R.H.S.  students  were 
awarded  all-state  honors). 

Mr.  Clifford  A.  Card,  Junior  High  School 

For  the  first  time  at  the  Junior  High  School  parents 
had  a  chance  to  attend  classes  in  early  November,  and 
over  one  hundred  of  them  elected  to  attend  school  for 
part  or  all  of  a  day  with  their  child.  In  this  way  there  was 
an  opportunity  to  view  their  child  in  action  as  well  as  the 
teacher.  These  visits  enabled  parents  to  have  a  better 
understanding  of  the  curriculum  and  how  it  is  being 
implemented. 

(n  the  area  of  curriculum  development,  a  revised 
Social  Studies  program  has  been  put  into  effect  after 
an  extensive  R&D  workshop  during  the  summer.  Also, 
instituted  for  the  first  time  was  a  Title  I  reading  program 
designed  to  assist  students  who  are  not  reading  at  grade 
level. 
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The  alternative  program  of  teaming,  started  a  year 
ago  at  the  Junior  High  School,  has  been  expanded  to 
include  one  half  of  the  seventh  grade  and  one  team  of  1 12 
students  in  grade  eight.  Team  students  share  common 
teachers  in  the  major  disciplines  of  English,  math,  science 
and  social  studies.  Students  are  enrolled  at  the  request  of 
parents  for  this  alternative  program. 

Some  of  the  other  highlights  of  the  year  have  been 
student-centered  activities.  With  responsible  student 
leadership,  there  was  strong  support  for  the  Beacon 
Santa  project  to  assist  the  needy  as  well  as  several 
successful  school  dances.  Also,  students  in  the  Fine  Arts 
Department  sponsored  a  concert  for  senior  citizens  and 
several  assembly  programs  for  students  and  parents. 

Mr.  Henry  Wegiel,  Fine  Arts  Department 

The  Fine  Arts  Department  enjoyed  a  productive  year 
at  all  educational  levels.  Department  attempts  to  integrate 
interesting  units  of  study  for  elementary  students  that 
will  continue  to  be  taught  in  1978-79.  At  the  high  school 
a  special  project  with  the  University  of  Lowell  saw 
students  of  the  performing  groups  work  in  three  seminars 
with  composer-conductor  Dr.  Waclav  Nelhybel.  The  end 
result  was  a  presentation  by  ABRHS  students  made  last 
spring  at  a  Massachusetts  Music  Educators  Conference 
session  at  the  University  of  Mass.  which  showed  the 
possibilities  of  creativity  in  performance  by  interrelated 
arts  (music,  art,  drama,  dance  and  language  arts). 
Educators  from  throughout  the  state  were  in  attendance. 

William  Petkewich, 
Coordinator  of  Pupil  Personnel  Services 

During  1978  the  Pupil  Personnel  Services  has 
continued  to  serve  all  students  in  the  Acton  and  Acton- 
Boxborough  Schools  through  the  Counseling,  Health, 
Learning  Disabilities,  Reading,  Special  Education,  and 
Speech  and  Language  Departments.  The  Secondary 
Level  Career  Education  Program  and  the  responsibility 
for  development  of  a  bi-lingual  education  program  have 
also  been  assigned  since  September  1978. 

A  total  of  947  students  are  assigned  to  PPS 
instructional  programs  (Reading  and  Special  Education 
Services)  during  the  1978-79  school  year. 

The  impact  of  federal  and  state  special  education 
laws  has  continued  to  be  significant  during  1978.  The 
number  of  student  evaluations  has  increased  sharply  -  from 
214  in  1976-1977  to  301  during  the  1977-1978  school 
year.  At  the  elementary  level  the  special  education 
population  has  been  relatively  stable  at  10.5%  of  the  total 
school  population,  reflecting  a  slight  decline  in  actual 
numbers.  At  the  secondary  level  where  there  has  been  a 
sharp  increase  in  referrals  for  evaluation  and  some 
increase  in  staffing  the  percentage  has  increased  from 
9.8%  to  11.0%.  The  federal  special  education  law  has 
also  provided  funds  for  the  development  of  new 
programs.  These  funds  have  been  concentrated  at  the 
secondary  level  during  the  past  two  years  because  of 
limitations  in  staffing  and  identified  students  who  did  not 
receive  adequate  supportive  services.    During  1978-79 


the  funds  are  being  used  to  continue  funding  of  Project 
Focus  (a  high  school  special  education  program)  and  to 
expand  the  secondary  Learning  Disabilities  program.  At 
the  elementary  level  paraprofessionals  have  been  added 
to  the  staff  as  assistants  in  the  Speech  and  Language 
Program.  In  addition  a  portion  of  the  funds  have  been 
used  to  continue  newly  developed  programs  of  the  CASE 
Special  Education  Collaborative. 

A  major  concern  during  recent  years  has  been  the 
rapidly  escalating  costs  of  tuition  and  transportation  for 
students  who  must  be  served  by  public  or  private  school 
programs  outside  of  the  local  school  districts.  It  is  hoped 
that  with  expanded  programs  at  the  secondary  level  we 
will  have  local  programs  which  will  be  adequate  and  less 
costly  for  some  of  these  students. 

In  October,  a  team  of  eight  specialists  from  the 
Department  of  Education  conducted  a  "Compliance 
Review"  to  determine  our  compliance  with  special 
education  laws  and  regulations.  This  procedure  included 
extensive  review  of  documentation  and  school  records, 
interviews  with  parents  selected  at  random,  observation 
of  special  education  programs,  and  interviews  with  staff. 
The  report  of  the  team  was  very  positive  and  commended 
the  community  and  the  staff  for  the  level  and  quality 
of  services  provided.  The  need  to  expand  secondary 
programs  was  the  major  area  of  concern  (copies  of  the 
complete  report  are  available  for  review  in  the  offices  of 
the  Superintendent,  the  school  principals,  or  the 
Coordinator  of  Pupil  Personnel  Services  in  the  High 
School  Counseling  Center.) 

The  School  Health  Service  in  cooperation  with 
school  administration,  the  Board  of  Health  and 
Massachusetts  Department  of  Public  Health  has  empha- 
sized the  need  for  enforcement  of  Immunization  Laws 
through  a  review  of  records  and  provision  of  clinics.  It 
appears  that  at  this  time  the  school  district  is  in  full 
compliance  with  immunization  requirements. 

New  staff  assignments  during  the  current  school 
year  have  included:  Stephen  Donovan,  Counseling 
Department  Chairperson,  on  sabbatical  leave  of 
absence;  Andrew  Palmer,  Junior  High  School  Counselor, 
who  is  Acting  Department  Chairperson  for  1978-79;  Francis 
Blount,  Learning  Disabilities  specialist  Bates  school,  who  is 
the  newly-appointed  Chairperson  of  the  Learning  Disabilities 
Department.  New  staff  members  are:  Career  Educaiton  - 
Edward  Feder,  Specialist,  Junior  and  Senior  High  School; 
Counseling  -  David  Murphy,  High  School;  Learning 
Disabilities  -  Melany  Appelle,  Junior  High  School;  Ann 
Burbank,  Merriam;  Deborah  Hess,  McCarthy-Towne; 
and  Special  Education  -  Michelle  Tamaren,  Gates  School; 
Beverly  Heaton,  Junior  High  School. 
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Acton-Boxborough 
Community  Education 

The  Acton-Boxborough  Community  Education 
Program  serves  as  a  link  between  the  residents  of  Acton 
and  Boxborough  and  the  Public  Schools,  and  all 
residents  are  urged  to  partake  in  the  wide  variety  of 
educational  programs  and  activities  that  are  offered  to  the 
community.  Many  programs  and  activities  are 
determined  by  your  neighbors  serving  on  the  Community 
Education  Advisory  Committee.  Residents  are  welcome 
to  attend  the  Advisory  Committee  meetings  which  are 
held  on  the  second  Monday  of  each  month  from  7:30  to 
9:30  p.m.  at  the  Acton-Boxborough  Regional  Junior  High 
School  Library.  New  residents  are  encouraged  to  visit 
the  Community  Education  office  located  in  the  main 
lobby  of  the  Junior  High  School  to  learn  of  the  different 
educational,  recreational,  cultural  and  community 
opportunities  that  are  available  in  Acton-Boxborough. 
These  activities  are  also  described  in  the  Community 
Education  newspaper,  "INTERACTION",  which  is  mailed 
four  times  yearly  to  all  Acton-Boxborough  residents. 

Community  Education  Coordinator,  Bill  Ryan,  listed 
the  following  areas  as  accomplishments  in  1978: 

Estabhshment  of  the  COMMUNITY  EDUCATION 
EXTENDED  DAY  PROGRAM  in  the  fall  of  1978 
at  the  McCarthy- fowne  School.  Over  fortyfive 
children  are  enrolled  in  the  after-school  program 
participating  in  a  variety  of  activities  including  arts 
and  crafts,  games  and  recreation,  cooking, 
woodworking  and  field  trips  (e.g.  Children's 
Museum,  apple  orchards,  etc.). 
The  addition  of  a  SPRING  TERM  of  Community 
Education  Day  and  Evening  courses.  The  addition 
of  the  Spring  Term  now  makes  a  total  of  four 
sessions  of  Community  Education  programs  yearly. 
The  extension  of  a  GRANT  ($4,500.00)  for 
operating  expenses  from  the  Blanchard  Foundation 
for  the  1978-79  fiscal  year. 

The  expansion  of  the  Community  Education 
SUMMER  DAY  CAMP  to  include  100  children  per 
session  and  the  addition  of  a  new  activity  period  in 
music  and  drama 

The  development  of  a  30-minute  slide-tape  show 
"THIS  IS  ACTON"  covering  Acton's  past  and 
present.  The  slide-tape  presentation  is  available 
without  charge  for  use  by  any  Acton-Boxborough 
groups,  agencies  or  organizations. 
Active  involvement  in  a  successful  fund  raising 
effort  (approximately  $14,000.00)  for  the  develop- 
ment of  a  10-watt  F.M.  COMMUNITY  RADIO 
STATION.  Contributions  have  been  received 
from  corporations,  businesses,  trusts  and  individual 
donors.  The  Community  Radio  Station  will  be 
located  in  the  High  School  and  will  hopefully 
become  operational  during  the  1979  academic  year. 
And  last,  but  not  least,  notification  to  Mr.  Raymond 
Grey,    Superintendent    of    Schools,    that  the 


Community  Education  Program,  for  the  second 
year  now,  would  not  be  requesting  any  funding 
from  the  Towns  of  Acton  or  Boxborough  for  the 
1979-80  fiscal  year. 

ACTON-BOXBOROUGH  COMMUNITY 
EDUCATION  ADVISORY  COMMITTEE 

Mr.  Earl  Steeves,  Chairman 
Mr.  Jack  Ormsbee,  Vice  Chairman 
Mrs.  Vanetta  Hunter,  Secretary 
Mrs.  Judith  Cadieux 
Mrs.  Selma  Garber 
Mrs.  Marsha  Gratz 
Mrs.  Sue  Grolnic 
Mrs.  Joan  Huntley 
Mrs.  Carol  Lake 
Mr.  John  W.  Putnam 
Miss  Robin  Shackford 

Mr.  Mark  Sigman 
Mrs.  Catherine  Trainor 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE  REPRESENTATIVES 
Mrs.  Alice  Klemmer 
Mrs.  Anne  Ridley 

BUDGET  ALLOCATIONS  FOR  COMMUNITY 

EDUCATION  FROM 
ACTON  &  BOXBOROUGH  TOWN  MEETINGS 


TOWN  MEETING 
TOWN  MEETING 
TOWN  MEETING 
TOWN  MEETING 
TOWN  MEETING 


April  1975 
April  1976 
April  1977 
April  1978 
April  1979 


$11,400.00 
8,102.00 
2,345.00 
NO  REQUEST 
NO  REQUEST 


The  projected  total  budget  for  the  Acton-Boxborough 
Community  Education  Program  for  fiscal  year  1979-80  is 
$114,355.35.  (This  does  not  include  the  budget  for  A-B 
JAMBOREE  '79  which  will  be  operated  on  a  self-sustain- 
ing basis  through  fees,  corporate  and  business  support, 
local  and  state  grants,  etc.) 

We  anticipate  that  we  will  generate  sufficent  revenues 
to  operate  all  community  education  programs  for  the 
1979-80  fiscal  year. 
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Acton-Boxborough 
Community  Education  Statistical  Data  -  1978 


Total. No.  of        Total  No.  of 
Comm.  Ed.      Students  Enrolled 
Courses  offered/  Comm.  Ed.  Classes 
Actually  Taught      (Day  &  Eve) 


Total  No.  of 
Courses  offered/ 
Actually  Taught 


Total 
No.  of 
College 
Student  s 


Other  Comm.  Ed  Programs 


TOTAL 
ENROLL- 
MENT 


Winter 
1978 


133/111 


1,204 


24/16 


Spring 
1978 


Summer 
1978 


100/67 


49/29 


889 


316 


0 


Fall 
1978 


143/108 


1,449 


51/45 


375  Preschool 
70 


900 


Comm. 
Gardens 

105 
Summer 
Day  Camp 
285 

Preschool 
70 

Extended 
Day 
47 


Friday 
Nite 
Fun 
Club 

25 


Shaping 
Acton's 
Future 
40 


Conf.  Comm. 
Agencies 
14 


Conf.  Comm. 
Agencies 
40 


A-B  JAMBOREE 
Planning  Comm. 
70 


Totals  425/315 


3,858 


75/61 


1,275 


766 


1,714 


903 


706 


2,576 


5,899 


Lisa  Dieffenbach 
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Acton-Boxborough 
Regional  High  School 

Class  off  1978 


\F              _     All  w 

Karen  Abbott 

Cynthia  Cohen 

Mary  E.  Franz 

Ellen  r-arnnam  Huebsch 

Clayton  P.  Abrams 

Laurie  Jean  Collagen 

Scott  Frederickson 

Andrew  Hull 

Sharon  Jean  Adams 

Stanton  J.  Collins,  111 

Noreen  A.  French 

Mark  Hynes 

Jamie  Agule 

Kobin  A.  Collmer 

Robyn  Frost 

Steven  Imke 

Mary  B.  Alex 

Cheryl  Beth  Connors 

1  1        .  |_          f                     i|  , 

Heather  Jean  Fullerton 

David  C.  lnman 

_      _t_  t  _     1     A  __.  _1  

Cynthia  J.  Anderson 

Peter  Cooke 

1—       1  A. 

Joel  Gates 

rj  i  f  

Edward  lvanov 

Jonathan  P.  Andrews 

Susan  Marie  Cooney 

Susan  Gavin 

Gail  M.  Jacque 

Rocco  Arpaio 

Deborah  Cooper 

Lillie  C.  Gervin 

Patricia  Jaehnig 

Carol  Athens 

Stephen  M.  coughian 

Lisa  A.  Guman 

Martha  Ellen  Jameson 

Marianne  Avril 

Annie  Mary  Coughlin 

Patrick  Glennon 

George  Jamieson 

HT.Um    C         D  —    -  1  .  _r.r- 

Walter  b.  Backman 

Stephen  Coughlin 

Pamela  N.  Godfrey 

Keith  E.  Jensen 

Michael  Bacnrach 

l  nomas  K.  Crowdis,  111 

a  i  ^         a  t   i  _i 

Aimee  Beth  Goldman 

Linda  A.  Jensen 

Scott  K.  Bailey 

Lisa  D  Agosttne 

Elizabeth  Gonzalez 

Dana  S.  Johnson 

Kooert  r .  Baker 

jonn  A.  Uagdigian,  jr. 

Susan  A.  Goodall 

Allison  Leslie  Jones 

Hillary  J.  Barrett 

Kim  Kegina  Daigle 

Snenlyn  Goudreau 

I  _____  „  T  7    1  _    1 

Inger  Kaalstad 

T""\  __.-_.-J  O  _  _ ..  .  _1  _  i 

David  Beaudoin 

John  s.  Daniel 

Richard  Grace 

Pamela  Brenda  Kallio 

TPj  i     t~>   t~>    1  i 

Brenda  P.  Belmont 

Jeffrey  A.  Danneker 

Gregory  Michael  Green 

_T*a        1_          T  7  1 

Stephen  Kalms 

Christopher  A.  Ben 

/""M  ;      .  1             l-V   ;  

Christopher  Dargin 

Jean  A.  Grekula 

tii    <         mi    ii          t  r 

Waino  Walker  Kangas 

Brian  C.  Benson 

r~*\  _t_  1_   A     T~~- _  .  _  _ 

Deborah  A.  Davis 

Tracy  Eileen  Grieman 

1_*  •     in    1/  j 

Enc  W.  Karkane 

Gary  Berg 

Lemuel  J.  Davis 

Edward  J.  Griffin,  Jr. 

r_L_.i'     t  \j  ii 

Philip  J.  Keller 

Andrew  Berger 

Lindsay  Anne  Davis 

Steven  E.  Cuba 

Kevin  Kelley 

Ellen  J.  Bergeron 

Carolyn  Dayton 

Lauren  A.  Guerette 

Craig  Kellogg 

r\_ .  j  j  a    __>  _»__,1  _ . 

David  A.  Berlan 

Doreen  Dean 

Nancy  J.  Guidoboni 

Michael  J.  Kennedy 

T  , , . , .  r>  

lerry  Berman 

Cythia  Lee  Deloury 

Raymond  Guubault 

INancy  L.  Killian 

1  yler  B.  Berrier 

William  Delzell 

John  Gundersen 

Kathleen  Mane  Kirby 

Mark  r .  Bezanson 

Elizabeth  Deveau 

Lisa  Mane  Haeberle 

Peter  Klinkmueller 

t  .r  n|_:  in 

Karen  h.  Blaisdell 

Amber  L.  Dewey 

James  P.  Hamilton 

kathryn  Mane  Koeller 

Michael  Blankinship 

Scott  Dickinson 

Catherine  Hammann 

A  iff*    L.       1  \7 

Michael  Koonce 

L  _  1  l_f.__l_._1_ 

Cheryl  boblk 

TP.  _  .  .  _             |L  M  j         _""\  _       _1_  a 

Doreen  Maria  Doughty 

Linda  Marie  Hancock 

Jeffrey  Koranda 

Susan  Elizabeth  Bodde 

1    \i      ■""•Ij       1_    _1_  r\  9 

Julie  Elizabeth  Downing 

Kevin  Haney 

i    !•     1/      .j  |_ 

Julie  r-reidermacher 

Kimberiy  Boothman 

Christopher  Doyle 

Barbara  Ellen  Hansen 

»  t      i  i_r 

Mark  Kresge 

Penny  A.  Bradley 

T_       .*    rll       r\..>  \\ 

Barrie  Ellen  Driscoll 

Alice  M.  Harrington 

/*^»l_      1        I  I         M  i/        .       •  a 

Charles  Harold  Krysieniel 

Susan  Ann  Bridge 

James  Blaise  Dudziak 

Scott  Eugene  Harris 

Dennis  Kuipers 

Gregory  J.  Brown 

t   L     it   r\  _. 

John  H.  Dupont 

Carole  Ann  Harrison 

Dennis  T.  Kuntzsch 

Susan  E.  Brown 

George  A.  Earle 

Shirley  Melanie  Hatchell 

Signe  Bemadette  LaFrance 

I   T"T_  TP» 

J.  Thomas  Browne 

1      if     r*\  a  

Joel  L.  Ekstrom 

Lori  Hederstedt 

Jeffrey  D.  Lake 

Jeffrey  W.  Burnham 

i-**    _l_l          \  a     t  r^lii 

Kathleen  Marie  Ellis 

Ann  Hennessey 

Glen  M.  LaPierre 

Laura  A.  Caldwell 

\M        ill""       it  1 

Marcia  L.  English 

Susan  Barbara  Herskovitz 

Tern  J.  Lantz 

Kathryn  Campbell 

Robert  Evans,  IE 

Wendell  Robert  Hess 

£***        __  TP.     T  11 

Scott  R.  Latvalla 

Mary  Campbell 

Brad  L.  Feltus 

Janet  Lee  Hicks 

\  M-     \           1     T  T 

Michael  J.  Lemere 

Peter  A.  Carbutt 

William  W.  Fenniman,  Jr. 

A.  Pamela  Hirschfeld 

Richard  A.  Leone,  Jr. 

Richard  Casselbury 

Dorothy  Fenton 

Sacheverell  Hoar 

TP*!*         1       1 1     ¥*1*  1 

Elizabeth  Lidiak 

David  M.  Centauro 

Kathleen  Ferrara 

Brett  Hodess 

A       J              T"  T 

Andrew  T.  Long 

Valerie  Chapski 

Judy  A.  Fife 

Peter  Charles  Brendon  Hoey 

TIT  JT 

Wrendy  Leigh  Lowry 

Margaret  c.  Charter 

^aroi  A.  rinneauit 

f  2_.J_  T  11-11 

Linda  L.  Holly 

Thomas  E.  Ludden 

Val  Richard  Cheever 

Douglas  H.  Fischer 

Cammy  T.  Hoi  way 

Jannette  A.  Lynch 

Elise  Chenail 

David  Edward  Fisher 

Robert  Hoopes 

Sara  Lyon 

Barbara  Ciccolini 

Lisa  Fisher 

John  Hooever 

Sandra  Lee  Macauley 

Wayne  S.  Clark 

Melodie  Fitch 

Lisa  M.  Hopkins 

John  James  MacDonald 

Peter  Clarke 

John  E.  Flannery 

Kenneth  W.  Horton 

Patricia  Madison 

Stefanie  Ann  Cloutier 

Susan  F.  Flannery 

Mark  W.  Houston 

Maura  Lynn  Mahoney 

Terese  M.  Coane 

Kevin  Owen  Flynn 

Elizabeth  Howe 

Christopher  G.  Malcolm 

Stephen  E.  Cochrane 

Kenneth  A.  Frank 

Elizabeth  Hryniewich 

Mark  A.  Malec 
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Stephen  Malizia 
Maureen  Manning 
Jeanette  Marchocki 
Linda  E.  Markind 
Cynthia  M.  Martin 
Kimberly  Mattison 
David  Maxwell 
Thomas  E.  Mazur 
William  F.  McBride 
Colleen  Mcdonald 
Karen  Anne  McDonald 
Kenneth  C.  McKay 
Erin  A.  McNamara 
Jane  M.  McNutt 
Cecilia  L.  McPhee 
Jode  Meehan 
Michael  A.  Megan 
Peter  Jerome  Megan 
Sarah  Margaret  Melahn 
Joanne  Meleedy 
Renee  A.  Meyer 
Maria  T.  Miccioli 
Susan  E.  Mills 
Glenn  A.  Minnich 
Barbara  A.  Moody 
Jennifer  Lamb  Moore 
Joseph  H.  Morgart 
James  M.  Morris 
Maryann  Morse 
David  P.  Moulden 
Lyn  Marie  Mullen 
Kevin  P.  Mullin 
Janet  A.  Murphy 
Thomas  Murphy 
William  J.  Mustoe,  II 
Judith  Anne  Mutty 
Denise  Audrey  Myers 
Judith  A.  Nadeau 
Erik  A.  Nelson 
Ernest  E.  Nelson,  III 
Maureen  E.  Nelson 
Beth  A.  Newcombe 
Katherine  L.  Nintzel 
Alan  Nordgren 
Deborah  Lynn  Nordstrom 


Timothy  Patrick  CRourke 
Diane  L.  Oldenburg 
Joseph  J.  OLeary 
Cynthia  L.  Oliver 
Catherine  M.  Olson 
Elizabeth  C.  Osbom 
Kevin  M.  Page 
Christine  Panetta 
Jeffrey  S.  Pappas 
Raymond  A.  Paquet 
Paula  Jean  Paquette 
John  F.  Pasieka 
Burton  Pecukonis 
Palo  A.  Peirce 
Bonnie  Perkins 
Maria  Petrocchi 
Daniel  W.  Phillips 
Samuel  T.  Phillips 
Thomas  Phillips 
Suzanne  Marie  Pillion 
Robert  Plakias 
Pamela  A.  Plitt 
Mark  R.  Poklemba 
Rosemarie  Polselli 
Kenneth  G.  Pope 
Madeline  Porrazzo 
Susan  Mary  Portyrata 
Marianne  Pratt 
Alison  Janet  Preston 
David  Putnam 
Deborah  L.  Quadri 
Sander  A.  Quist 
Elizabeth  Reeves 
Timothy  Regan 
Peter  Joseph  Reid 
Carolyn  Reidy 
Judith  Leigh  Renaccio 
Dorothy  A.  Richter 
Margaret  E.  Richter 
Michael  J.  Ring 
Margaret  Rose  Robbertz 
Betsy  E.  Robbins 
Geoffrey  Derning  Roberts,  Jr. 
Barbara  Jane  Robinson 
Amy  Kristine  Roesler 


Mark  W.  Rood 
Patricia  E.  Roscoe 
Meredith  Ross 
Debra  L.  Roulinavage 
Peter  J.  Russell 
Brian  J.  Saia 
Paul  T.  Sanford 
Kelley  A.  Savage 
James  E.  Scammon 
Julie  M.  Schaeffer 
Michael  J.  Schmid 
Lisa  Susan  Schmidt 
Karon  Scully 
Jennifer  Beth  Searcy 
Cynthia  E.  Secor 
Brian  Roger  Selling 
Richard  A.  Sette 
Alexis  Rose  Sgobbo 
Andrea  Robin  Shackford 
Bruce  Shaeffer 
Susan  Beth  Shaffer 
Catherine  Anne  Shea 
David  C.  Shuttle 
Gail  M.  Shuttle 
Irina  Shwarz 
Deborah  J.  Smith 
Mark  E.  Smith 
Ronalee  Smith 
Steven  K.  Snook 
Loretta  M.  Soar 

Irene  Saraunchalee  Srethabharti 

Leslie  R.  Stanley 

William  Stanton 

Cynthia  G.  Stark 

William  Stevenson 

Brian  Stewart 

David  M.  Straub 

Vicki  L.  Swanson 

Joanne  Faith  Sweeney 

Michael  Sweeney 

Mark  J.  Tambling 

Gretchen  A.  Tarky 

Yoshiko  Tashiro  (AFS) 

Susan  DeChant  Tatem 

Dean  A.  Taylor 


Karen  J.  Taylor 
Marjorie  A.  Taylor 
Constance  Anne  Thompson 
Debra  A.  Thompson 
Dean  S.  Thornblad 
James  Albert  Tiernan 
Lynne  B.  Toland 
Brian  A.  Tornell 
Eric  H.  Towne 
R.  WinfieldTrafton 
David  W.  Trumpoldt 
Wayne  Upham 
Rosemary  Vanaria 
Sharon  Lee  Vanderhoof 
Johan  Vandermeulen  (AFS) 
Karyn  H.  Vassell 
Robert  G.  Vigliotti 
Susan  Fay  Vitkauskis 
Peter  A.  Michael  von  Jess 
Christopher  Robert  Walker 
Virginia  M.Wall 
Brian  Walsh 
Jill  Ann  Ward 
Stephen  F.  Ward 
Peter  S.  Warren 
Phillip  C.  Warren 
JillV.  Webb 
Leslie  J.  Weiner 
Michael  Welch 
Paul  Welch 
Karen  Elaine  Welland 
Wendy  M.Wells 
Joan  T.  Westcott 
Dewey  Thomas  White,  HI 
Jane  M.  Whitehead 
Christine  H.  Williamson 
Peter  B.Wilson 
Pamela  A.  Winfrey 
Elaine  Manette  Withrow 
Geralynn  M.  Wojtkiewicz 
Sharon  L.  Wood 
James  Woodruff 
Diane  M.  Young 
Robert  B.  Young 
Barbara  Youse 


The  following  students  received  diplomas  during  August  1978  as  the  result  of  G.E.D.  or  summer  school  study: 

Nancy  Burgess 
Cynthia  M.  Crosby 
Alan  P.  Deacon 
Karl  D.  Taub 
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Acton-Boxborough  Regional  School  District 

Treasurer's  Report,  June  30, 1978 

Balance,  June  30, 1977  $  509,839.25 

Receipts,  7/1/77-6/30/78: 

Town  of  Acton   $3,938,364.00 

Town  of  Boxborough   391 ,030.00 

State  Aid  for  Construction   442,073.17 

Chapter  71 ,  s.  16D,  Regional  School  Aid   425,952.1 1 

Chapter  71 ,  s.  16C,  Transportation   96,645.00 

Chapter  74,  s.  9,  Distributive  Education   4,722.00 

Chapter  766,  Special  Needs   298,160.00 

Rentals   6,438.34 

Tuition   707.60 

Miscellaneous   4,018.80 

Federal  Tax   508,154.44 

State  Tax   166,289.28 

Teachers' Retirement   146,985.11 

County  Retirement   28,063.01 

Accident-Health  Insurance   1 ,084.27 

American  Federation,  State,  County,  Municipal   896.00 

Tax  Annuities   58,941 .76 

M.  T.  A.  Credit  Union   96,873.50 

Suburban  Credit  Union   2,807.96 

Acton  Education  Association   17,605,39 

Blue  Cross/Blue  Shield   23,717.19 

Group  Life  Insurance   2,549.54 

Title  IV-B,  Library  and  Learning  Resources   5,482.50 

Title  I,  P.  L.  874,  Federal  Impact   46,045.41 

Title  VI-B,  Project  Focus   27,484.00 

Summer  School   6,450.00 

Acton  Box  -  ..rough  High  School  Library   537 . 20 

Community  Education   94 , 886 . 1 0 

Community  Education,  Humanities   1 ,500.00 

Community  Education,  Blanchard  Foundation   4,500 .00 

Community  Education,  This  Is  Acton   210.00 

Acton-Boxborough  Community  Radio  Station   6,845.00 

Bridging  The  Gap   6,080.00 

School  Athletic  Fund   7,812.86 

School  Lunch  Fund   201,515.02 

Interest   46,942.53 

Total  Receipts  $7,118,369.09 
Total  $7,628,208.34 


Disbursements,  7/1/77-6/30/78: 

Federal  Tax   $  508,154.44 

State  Tax   166,289.28 

Teachers'  Retirement   146,985. 1 1 

County  Retirement   28,063.01 

Accident-Health  Insurance   1 ,050. 12 

American  Federation,  State,  County,  Municipal   896.00 

Tax  Annuities   63,819.76 

M.  T.  A.  Credit  Union   96,873.50 

Suburban  Credit  Union   2 , 807 . 96 

Acton  Education  Association   17,605.39 

Blue  Cross/Blue  Shield   23,102.98 

Group  Life  Insurance   2,585.43 

Maintenance  and  Operation     4,635,090.92 
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Title  IV-B,  Library  and  Learning  Resources   5,185.51 

Smith-Hughes,  George  Barden  Act   21 .50 

Project  Challenge   5,979.92 

Title  VI-B,  Project  Focus   21,207.74 

Summer  School   5,982.92 

Acton-Boxborough  High  School  Library   60.83 

Community  Education   84,937.85 

Community  Education,  Humanities   1,482.99 

Community  Education,  Blanchard  Foundation   4,500.00 

Community  Education,  This  Is  Acton   95.00 

Bridging  the  Gap   5,311.29 

School  Athletic  Fund  Receipts   2,429.50 

School  Athletic  Fund  Appropriation   97,066.70 

School  Lunch  Fund   201 ,548.50 

Interest  on  Debt   106,550.00 

Maturing  Debt   575,000.00 

Interest   59.07 

Total  Disbursements  $6,810,743.22 
Balance  June  30, 1 978  817,465.12 

Total  $7,628,208.34 
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Bubble  gum  is  as  much  a  part  of  Softball  as  the  ball  and  bat,  as  Acton- 
Boxborough  softball  team  member  Carol  Wespiser  demonstrates. 
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Minuteman  Regional 
Vocational  Technical 
School  District 


Minuteman  Tech  is  a  technical  high  school  which 
provides  a  student  with  an  opportunity  to: 

(1)  explore  over  24  career  possibilities  in  a  way  that 
can  give  worthwhile  direction  to  all  future  study 
and  employment; 

(2)  earn  a  high  school  diploma;  and 

(3)  earn  a  technical  certification  which  can  then 
serve  as  the  basis  for  either  skilled  employment 
after  high  school  or  for  college  level  study.  Such 
certificates  can  significantly  affect  a  student's 
ability  to  earn  more  of  the  money  needed  to 
finance  post-high  school  study. 

The  Minuteman  School  Committee  and  staff 
members  emphasize  the  operation  of  programs  which 
expand  rather  than  narrow  career  and  business  options. 
The  school  also  provides  a  full  range  of  extracurricular 
activities. 

The  Minuteman  Regional  Vocational  Technical 
School  District,  a  political  entity  by  Massachusetts  law, 
consists  of  the  participating  member  towns,  currently 
Acton,  Arlington,  Belmont,  Boxborough,  Carlisle, 
Concord,  Lexington,  Lincoln,  Stow,  Sudbury,  Wayland 
and  Weston.  The  District  is  administered  by  the 
Minuteman  District  School  Committee,  consisting  of  one 
member  appointed  for  a  three  year  term  by  the  Town 
Moderator  of  each  participating  town. 

When  in  session,  the  Committee  operates  in  a 
manner  similar  to  Town  Meetings.  One  of  its  primary 
functions  is  to  appropriate  funds  and  regulate  financing 
of  the  operation  of  the  School  District.  The  Committee 
assesses  each  member  town  annually  on  the  basis  of 
actual  use  (percentage  of  total  student  population),  rather 
than  on  a  fixed  percentage  of  total  costs  as  many  similar 
districts  do.  Thus,  each  town  contributes  its  fair  share 
toward  the  cost  of  the  District  even  as  the  student 
population  changes. 

In  June,  1978  Minuteman  Tech  graduated  its  first 
class.  This  was  the  culmination  of  almost  ten  years  of 
planning  and  work  by  many  people  in  the  12  towns  of 
the  Minuteman  District,  and  a  dream  come  true.  The 
school  takes  great  pride  in  the  fact  that  89%  of  the 
students  available  for  work  were  placed  in  jobs.  In 
addition,  18  percent  of  the  325  graduates  have  gone  on  to 
further  education  at  either  two-year  or  four-year  colleges. 

As  soon  as  a  school  graduates  its  first  class,  it  is 
eligible  for  accreditation  by  the  New  England  Association 
of  Schools  and  Colleges.  This  was  also  accomplished  in 
1978.  In  December  the  NEASC  voted  to  grant 
Minuteman  Tech  accreditation  for  a  period  of  five  years, 
the  longest  period  normally  granted  to  technical  schools. 
In  a  70-page  report  prepared  by  a  team  of  22  educators 
who  spent  three  days  observing  the  operations  of  the 
school  for  NEASC,  Minuteman  students  were  described 


as  being  "exceptional  in  the  area  of  creativity"  and  "more 
motivated  as  a  group  than  one  would  expect  to  find  in 
other  schools."  The  report  went  on  to  say,  "The 
commitment  to  education  is  everywhere  evident." 

Our  students  also  brought  honor  to  Minuteman  Tech 
in  other  ways  during  1978.  Five  students  became  state 
champions  in  their  trade  areas  during  the  Vocational 
Industrial  Clubs  of  America  (VICA)  Skill  Olympics  which 
were  held  at  Minuteman  in  April.  An  exhibit  designed 
and  built  by  horticulture  students  won  second  prize  at 
the  Burlington  Mall  during  its  vocational  week.  John 
Eleftherakis  (Minuteman  Tech  Class  of  1979)  has  been 
elected  president  of  the  Eastern  Massachusetts 
Association  of  National  Honor  Societies. 

Although  Minuteman  was  only  in  its  first  year  of 
varsity  competition  during  1977-78,  the  school's  athletes 
were  selected  for  all-star  or  all-conference  teams  in 
hockey,  girls'  and  boys'  basketball,  football,  soccer,  field 
hockey,  wrestling,  baseball  and  softball.  In  addition, 
the  boy's  singles  and  girl's  singles  tennis  champions  of  the 
Commonwealth  Conference  are  Minuteman  Tech 
students. 

In  1971  when  the  Minuteman  District  was  formed,  a 
very  strong  commitment  was  made  to  work  closely  with 
business  and  industry  in  relation  to  the  school's 
curriculum  and  placement  programs.  This  commitment 
has  been  honored  ever  since  the  school  opened,  and  it 
was  further  strengthened  in  1978.  People  representing 
business  and  industry  serve  on  advisory  committees  for 
every  vocational  area  at  Minuteman.  Over  the  past  year 
members  of  these  committees  have  spent  long  hours  with 
Minuteman  teachers  going  over  proposals  for  the 
purchase  of  new  shop  equipment  (which  they  must 
approve  before  any  recommendation  is  made  to  the 
school  committee),  providing  teachers  and  the  school 
committee  with  job  market  data,  and  giving  advice 
relating  to  changes  which  may  be  needed  to  keep  the 
technical  programs  abreast  with  current  developments. 

Minuteman  Tech's  Adult  Education  program  has  also 
hired  instructors  and  set  up  a  number  of  special  training 
courses  for  the  employees  of  area  firms  (on  a  self-support- 
ing basis).  This  service  is  available  to  any  firm  that  wishes 
to  take  advantage  of  it. 

Minuteman  Tech  has  also  linked  up  with  local 
businesses  to  provide  a  program  of  entry  level  job  training 
which  serves  adults  as  well  as  students  from  the  district. 
This  Regional  Occupational  Program  or  ROP  combines 
classroom  instruction  with  the  placement  of  students  in 
local  business  and  public  service  institution  for  on-the-job 
training  under  the  supervision  of  a  Minuteman  Tech 
instructor.  The  program  has  been  found  particularly 
helpful  for  seniors  from  the  district's  academic  high 
schools  who  have  no  plans  to  go  on  to  college  and 
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Services  to  the  district  were  further  expanded  during 
1978  by  the  addition  of  a  self-supporting  summer  school 
program  which  provided  academic  courses  and  enrich- 
ment programs  in  vocational  areas,  physical  education 
and  the  arts  to  more  than  400  students  and  adults.  The 
program  was  so  successful  that  it  will  be  continued  in 
1979. 

Minuteman  Tech's  student-operated  services  for  the 
public  continue  not  only  to  provide  extra  training  for  the 
students  in  dealing  with  the  public,  but  also  extra  revenue 
for  the  school  which  is  used  to  reduce  operating 
expenses.  These  services  include  a  restaurant,  flower 
shop,  bakery,  auto  mechanics  shop  and  gas  station,  auto 
body  shop,  printing  shop,  beauty  salon,  nursery  school, 
two  stores,  and  a  catering  service. 


Enrollment  on  OCTOBER  1, 1978,  is  summarized  as  follows: 


Town 

Grade  9       Grade  10       Grade  11       Grade  12 

PG 

Total 

Acton 

23 

37 

37  29 

2 

128 

Arlington 

64 

76 

90  66 

13 

309 

Belmont 

20 

26 

21  29 

10 

106 

Boxborough 

10 

7 

2  5 

1 

25 

Carlisle 

1 

3 

2  4 

3 

13 

Concord 

22 

14 

14  13 

8 

71 

Lexington 

32 

36 

35  31 

15 

149 

Lincoln 

8 

6 

7  10 

0 

31 

Stow 

15 

15 

15  15 

.  4 

64 

Sudbury 

32 

26 

23  26 

6 

113 

Wayland 

13 

14 

20  14 

2 

63 

Weston 

0 

1 

5  0 

1 

7 

SUB-TOTAL 

240 

261 

271  242 

65 

1079 

Tuition  +  METCO 

27 

23 

19  12 

10 

91 

TOTAL 

267 

284 

290  254 

75 

1170 

Finally  here  are  financial  statistics  for  the  current  and  past  school  years: 

Assessment  for  operating  and  capital  costs  for  7/1/78  to  6/30/79  based  on  the  number  of 

students  from  each  member  town  attending  Muniteman  on  10/1/77  as  a  percentage  of  the 

total  number  of  students,  per  Section  V(C)  of  agreement.  Assessment  for  special  operating 

costs  based  on  Section  IV  (F)  of  agreement. 

TOWN 

% 

OPERATING 

+        SPECIAL  + 

CAPITAL  =  ASSESSMENT 

OPERATING 

(DEBT) 

ACTON 

11.779% 

$  302,286 

$  18,738 

$  58,349 

$  379,373 

ARLINGTON 

28.501 

731,425 

21,078 

141,184 

893,687 

BELMONT 

9.885 

253,680 

9,826 

48,967 

312,473 

BOXBOROUGH 

2.389 

61,310 

3,204 

11,834 

76,348 

CARLISLE 

1.071 

27,485 

2,133 

5,305 

34,923 

CONCORD 

5.601 

143,740 

6,525 

17,745 

178,010 

LEXINGTON 

15.815 

405,862 

33,160 

78,342 

517,364 

LINCOLN 

2.636 

67,648 

3,171 

13,058 

83,877 

STOW 

4.778 

122,618 

3,482 

23,669 

149,769 

SUDBURY 

9.555 

245,211 

5,674 

47,332 

298,217 

WAYLAND 

7.002 

179,693 

3,628 

34,686 

218,007 

WESTON 

0.988 

25,356 

6,754 

4,894 

37,004 

TOTALS 

100% 

$2,566,314 

$117,373 

$495,365 

$3,179,052 

NOTE:    The  total  assessment  is  identical  to  that  for  the  previous  school  year  even 

though  the  operating  and  capital 

budget  total 

rose  4.7%  from  $6,282,187  in  1977-78  to  $6,479,924  in  1978-79.   This  rise  was  offset  by 

increased  aid  and  revenue. 


Also  in  line  with  making  the  operation  of  Minut 
Tech  as  cost-effective  as  possible  are  explcJlT^ 
meetings  now  taking  place  with  several  towns  which 
expressed  an  interest  in  joining  the  Minuteman  T^k 
district.     The  expansion  of  the  district  is  a  str 
possibility  in  the  future  with  the  goal  of  benefiting  aH 
parties  concerned. 

During  1978  four  members  retired  from  the 
Minuteman  Tech  School  Committee,  and  they  deserve  a 
vote  of  thanks  for  their  faithful  service.  Charles  E 
Courtright  of  Acton  and  Frederick  L.  Heinrich  from 
Wayland  served  on  the  original  planning  committee  and 
later  were  appointed  to  the  School  Committee  to  replace 
the  first  members  from  their  respective  towns.  George  G 
Cormier  of  Stow  was  a  member  of  the  Committee  for  six 
years,  and  Thomas  A.  Welch  of  Sudbury  served  one  year. 


Ill 


STATE  AID  RECIEVED  BETWEEN  JULY  1  OF  1977  AND  JUNE  30  OF  1978 

CATEGORY  AMOUNT  RECEIVED 

Transportation  $  176,699 

Chapter  71, 16c 

Net  Maintenance   935,420 

Chapter  74 

Construction  Grant   1,103,135 

Chapter  645 

METCO   4,332 

Special  Education   237,958 

Chapter  71b 

Regional  Aid   114,014 

Chapter  7 1 , 1 6d   

TOTAL  $2,571,558 


Acton,  John  W.  Putnam  (term  expires  1979) 
Arlington,  Rico  A.  Merluzzo  (term  expires  1979) 
Belmont,  Henry  L.  Hall,  Jr.,  (term  expires  1980) 

Vice-ChQirman 

Boxborough,  John  J.  Shimkus  (term  expires  1979) 
Carlisle,  Kenneth  L.  Bilodeau  (term  expires  1979) 
Concord,  Kenneth  Marriner,  Jr.,  (term  expires  1980) 

Secretary 


Lexington,  Robert  C.  Jackson  (term  expires  1981) 
Lincoln,  Ruth  W.  Wales,  (term  expires  1980) 

Chairman 

Stow,  Denise  L.  Wooster  (term  expires  1981) 
Sudbury,  Donald  D.  Bishop  (term  expires  1980) 

Wayland,  John  B.  Wilson  (term  expires  1981) 
Weston,  Annette  DiStefano  (term  expires  1981) 
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Financial  Reports 


Top:  Members  of  the  sActon  Citizens  for  proportionate  Taxation  listen  closely  to  the  assessors'  report  on 
computer-assisted  evaluation. 

Bottom:  Members  of  Acton's  Board  of  Assessors  and  representatives  of  Accu-Rate  glance  at  their  notes 
during  a  selectmen's  meeting. 
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Acton's  new  fulltime  assistant  assessor,  Victor  Stewart,  (left)  reviews  one  of  the  town  maps  with  Deputy 
Assessor  Paul  Cassidy. 


Board  of  Assessors 


The  Board  of  Assessors  is  a  3-person  board  that 
nonitors  and  guides  the  establishment  of  the  assessed 
/alue  of  all  real  taxable  personal  property  in  the  Town, 
it  reviews  and  makes  decisions  on  actions  taken  by  the 
Town's  professional  assessor,  who  performs  under 
contract  to  the  Town.  It  also  accepts  abatement  appeals, 
holds  hearings  on  them,  and  decides  whether  changes  to 
the  appealed  assessment  are  warranted. 

There  were  several  changes  in  the  Assessors 
Department  during  1978.  Ralph  Dodge,  the  Assistant 
Assessor,  retired  due  to  reasons  of  health.  Mr  Dodge 
had  been  with  the  Town  since  1970  and  has  done  an 
excellent  job  in  establishing  and  maintaining  equable 
assessments  throughout  the  Town.  He  will  be  missed  by 
the  Assessors  Department  and  the  Town.  Two  members 
of  the  Board  have  resigned  this  year.  David  A.  Allen  left  after 
three  years  service  and  Lorens  A.  Persson  after  six  years 
service.  The  Town  appreciates  the  efforts  which  these 
part  time  board  members  have  given  to  their  jobs. 
Replacing  these  board  members  are  James  J.  Kotanchik 
and  Jack  Ormsbee.  Replacing  Ralph  Dodge  as  Assistant 
Assessor  is  Victor  E.  Stewart.  Mr.  Stewart  came  to 
Acton  with  thirteen  years  of  appraisal  experience,  having 
worked  on  more  than  sixty  revaluation  programs  through- 
out New  England. 

Once  again  the  tax  bills  reflect  100%  assessments. 
This  update  of  assessments  was  undertaken  again  this 
year  to  alleviate  those  errors  and  inconsistencies  that 
occured  during  the  1977  revaluation  program.  During  the 
course  of  the  program,  all  of  the  data  was  field  reviewed, 


approximately  300  houses  were  inspected,  neighbor- 
hoods were  redelineated  and  the  land  valuations  were 
updated.  Special  thanks  are  in  order  to  Joan  Lindquist, 
Charlotte  Crossman  and  Paul  Cassidy  who  gave  that  little 
extra  of  themselves  to  make  the  update  program  a 
success  during  Ralph  Dodge's  extended  illness. 

On  the  first  Tuesday  of  each  month  at  4:30  P.M.,  the 
Board  held  their  regular  meetings.  Several  work  sessions, 
special  meetings  and  taxpayer  hearing  sessions  were  also 
held. 

TAX  RATE  SUMMARY 

1.  Gross  amount  to  be  raised  $  14,442,636.00 

2.  Estimated  receipts  and 

available  funds  3,939,744.31 

3.  Net  amount  to  be  raised 

by  taxation  10,502,891.69 

4.  Real  property  valuation  348,661,814.00 

5.  Personal  property  valuation  8,579,400.00 

6.  Total  property  valuation  357,241,214.00 

7.  Tax  Rate 

School  $17.72 
General  11.68 
Total  $29.40 

8.  Real  Property  Tax  10,250,657.33 

9.  Personal  Property  Tax  252,234.36 
10.  Total  taxes  levied 

on  property  $  10,502,891.69 

Richard  W.  Remmy,  Chairman 
James  J.  Kotanchik 
Jack  Ormsbee 
Victor  E.  Stewart,  Ass't.  Assessor 
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Treasurer-collector  Geoffrey  Weaver  keeps  a  sharp  eye  on  the  town's  financial  matters. 

Town  Treasurer 
and  Town  Collector 


The  duties  of  the  separate  offices  of  Town  Treasurer 
and  Town  Collector  are  effectively  defined  in  Chapter  60, 
Sections  35-38A  of  the  Massachusetts  General  Laws. 

The  Town  Treasurer  must  give  bond  annually  for 
the  faithful  performance  of  his  duties  in  a  form  approved 
by  the  Commissioner  of  Corporations  and  Taxation  and 
in  such  sum,  not  less  than  the  amount  established  by 
said  Commissioner,  as  shall  be  fixed  by  the  Selectmen, 
and  if  he  fails  to  give  such  bond  withing  ten  days  after 
his  election  or  appointment,  or  if  withing  ten  days  after 
the  expiration  of  said  bond  or  any  renewal  of  said  bond  he 
fails  to  file  a  renewal  thereof,  the  Selectmen  shall  declare 
the  office  vacant  and  the  vacancy  shall  be  filled  in  the 
manner  prescribed  by  Section  40  or  61 A  of  Chapter  60, 
as  the  case  may  be.  He  shall  receive  and  take  charge  of 
all  money  belonging  to  the  Town,  and  pay  over  and 
account  for  the  same  according  to  the  order  of  the  Town 
or  of  its  authorized  officers;  provided,  however, 
reimbursements  made  to  a  town  under  Section  13  of 
Chapter  71 B  shall  be  made  to  the  School  Committee  of 
such  town  and  shall  be  used  for  special  education 


programs  pursuant  to  said  Chapter  7 IB  without  further 
appropriation.  No  other  person  shall  pay  any  bill  of  any 
department;  provided,  however,  this  provision  shall  not 
prohibit  the  Treasurer  from  paying  such  bill  by  the  use  of 
bank  treasurer's  or  cashier's  check.  He  shall  have  the 
authority  given  to  an  auditor  by  Section  51  of  Chapter  60, 
and  shall  annually  render  a  true  account  of  all  his  receipts 
and  disbursements  and  a  report  of  his  official  acts.  This 
bond  required  herein  shall  cover  the  duties  of  the 
Treasurer  with  respect  to  trust  funds  and  funds  of 
retirement  systems  which  are  in  his  custody  by  virtue 
of  his  office,  and  any  such  funds,  for  the  purposes  of  said 
bond,  shall  be  deemed  to  be  public  funds. 

He  may  in  his  own  name  and  official  capacity- 
prosecute  actions  upon  bonds,  notes  or  other  securities 
given  to  him  or  to  his  predecessors  in  office;  and  unless 
otherwise  provided,  he  or  the  Chief  of  Police  or  other 
police  officer  of  the  Town  may  prosecute  for  trespasses 
committed  in  or  on  any  public  building  or  enclosure 
belonging  to  or  within  the  Town  If  a  pubhc  building 
or  enclosure  is  owned  in  part  by  the  Town  and  in  part  by 
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the  County,  such  prosecution  may  be  instituted  by  the 
Treasurer  of  either  the  Town  or  the  County. 

A  Town  Treasurer,  acting  as  Collector  of  Taxes, 
may,  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  Commissioner  of 
Corporations  and  Taxation,  appoint  deputies,  who  shall 
give  bond  for  the  faithful  performance  of  their  duties  in 
such  sum  and  in  such  form,  and  subject  to  such 
conditions,  as  the  said  Commissioner  may  prescribe;  and 
such  Collector  and  deputies  shall  have  all  the  powers  of 
Collectors  of  Taxes.  Such  deputies  may  be  removed  by 
said  Commissioner  for  cause.  A  Treasurer  acting  as 
Collector  may  issue  his  warrant  to  the  Sheriff  of  the  County 
or  his  deputy,  or  to  any  constable  of  the  Town,  directing 
them  to  distrain  the  property  or  take  the  body  of  any 
person  delinquent  in  the  payment  of  taxes,  and  may 
proceed  in  the  same  manner  as  Collectors. 

The  Town  may  authorize  its  Collector  of  Taxes  to 
use  all  means  of  collecting  taxes  which  a  Town  Treasurer 
may  use  when  appointed  a  Collector  of  Taxes. 

The  Town  may  by  ordinance,  by-law  or  vote, 
notwithstanding  any  other  provision  of  law,  general  or 
special,  provide  that  the  Collector  of  Taxes  shall  collect, 
under  the  title  of  Town  Collector,  all  accounts  due  the 
Town,  and  may  in  like  manner  define  his  powers  and 
duties  in  relation  to  the  collection  of  such  accounts,  but 
no  such  ordinance,  by-law  or  vote,  heretofore  or  hereafter 
passed,  shall  limit  such  Collector  in  the  exercise  of  the 
remedies  hereinafter  conferred.  Such  a  Collector  shall  in 
the  collection  of  such  accounts  have  all  the  remedies 
provided  by  Section  35,  36  and  93  Chapter  60  of  the 
Massachusetts  General  Laws  for  the  collection  of  taxes 
on  personal  estate.  This  section  shall  not  apply  to  the 
collection  of  interest  on  investments  of  sinking  or  trust 


funds.  All  bills  for  the  accounts  due  the  Town  shall  state 
that  all  checks,  drafts  or  money  orders  shall  be  made 
payalble  to  or  to  the  order  of  the  Town  and  not  to  or 
to  the  order  of  any  officer,  board  or  commission. 

Fiscal  1978  was  a  year  of  progress  for  the  finance 
office  of  Acton!  Emphasis  on  cash  management, 
automation,  procedural  definition  and  collection  effort 
was  paramount  from  October  1, 1977  when  I  was  employed. 

We  have  installed  a  cash  register  capable  of  recording 
all  income  to  the  Town  on  tape  cassettes  that  can  be  read 
directly  into  our  computer.  Total  implementation  of  our 
computerized  accounts  receivable  system  will  occur  ir 
1979.  Fiscal  1977  unpaid  real  estate  tax  accounts  were 
put  into  tax  title  in  June  1978.  Our  Deputy  Collector 
is  effectively  using  a  Registry  of  Motor  Vehicle 
Department  driver  license  listing  to  suspend  the  driver's 
license  of  those  car  owners  who  fail  to  pay  their  motor 
vehicle  excise  taxes  on  a  prompt  basis.  This  penalty  has 
helped  reduce  our  unpaid  excise  taxes  at  an  accelerated 
rate. 

Fiscal  1979  (July  1978  through  June  1979)  will  see 
the  continuation  of  our  planned  phasing  in  of  a  modem 
computer  processing  system  for  receiving  cash  and 
issuing  bills  in  contrast  to  our  old  green  eyeshade  ways  of 
the  past.  This  is  important  in  an  office  that  processes 
almost  twenty  million  dollars  each  year. 

This  office  is  grateful  for  the  assistance  of  the  Town 
Accountant  in  planning  and  implementing  many  of  our 
projects  and  procedures  in  the  computer  and  accounting 
areas. 

Geoffrey  M.  Weaver 
Town  Treasurer  and  Town  Collector 


BONDED  TOWN  DEBT 

The  following  consolidated  schedule  reflects  the  funded  town  debt  as  at  June  30,  1978. 
All  principal  and  interest  payments  have  been  made  when  due: 


Interest  Rate 

Original 

Unpaid 

Unpaid 

Total 

and  Bond  Issue 

Bonded 

Principal 

Interest 

Bonded 

Town  &  Lower  Schools  Only 

Amount 

Balance 

Payments 

Liability 

2  56%  Fire  Truck 

35,000 

35,000 

680 

35,680 

3.5%    Douglas  School 

725,000 

280,000 

39,200 

319,200 

4  1%   Gates  School 

1,145,000 

550,000 

112,750 

662,750 

5.7%   Conant  School 

1.625,000 

1,040,000 

385,320 

1,425,320 

5.7%    D  P.  W.  Building 

265,000 

30,000 

855 

30,855 

4  4%    D  P  W.  Building 

320,000 

60,000 

1,320 

61,320 

5  0'*'    Conservation  Land 

144,520 

10,896 

241,875 

5.0%    Sanitary  &  Septic 

407,000 

80,480 

5,979 

I  29    McCarthy  Towne  School 

750,000 

660,000 

120,960 

780,960 

4  2%   Conservation  &  Recre. 

118,000 

90,000 

11,340 

101,340 

Total  Original  Bonded  Amt. 

5.390,000 

Total  Unpaid  Principal  Amt. 

2,970,000 

T  ital  Unpaki  ink-rest  Amt. 

689,300 

 3,659,300 
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TOWN  OF  ACTON 
RECEIPTS 
FISCAL  YEAR  ENDED  JUNE  30,  1978 


ACCOUNT 


AMOUNT 


GENERAL  REVENUE 


TAXES 
Local 

Property 

Tax  Title  Redemptions 
Vessel,  Farm  Animal  Excise 

From  the  State  and  Local  Aid  Fund 

Valuation  Basis 
Programs 

LICENSES  AND  PERMITS 

Alcoholic  Beverage 
All  Other 

FINES  AND  FORFEITS 

GRANTS  AND  GIFTS 

Entitlements 

Title  II  -  Antirecession  Fiscal  Assistance 

School 

Public  Law  874 
Other 

Other  Purposes 

Grants  from  State 

School 

Transportation  (inc.  Cigarette  Tax  distribution 
Vocational  Education 
Food  Service  (Lunches) 
Building  Assistance 

Other  Purposes 

C.  616,  Acts  of  1967;  Ch.  768,  Acts  of  1969 

Library  Aid 

Other 

Grants  from  County  -  Dog  Fund 
Gifts  from  Individuals  and  Others 

COMMERCIAL  REVENUE 

SPECIAL  ASSESSMENTS 

Street  and  Sidewalk 
PRIVILEGES 

Motor  Vehicle  Excise 

DEPARTMENTAL 

Manager,  Commission,  Selectmen 

Accountant 

Treasurer 

Assessors 

City  or  Town  Clerk 
Superintendent  of  Buildings 
Planning  Board 
Other  General  Departments 

PUBLIC  SAFETY 

Police  Department 

Fire  Department 

Sealer  of  Weights  and  Measures 

HEALTH,  SANITATION,  AND  HOSPITALS 

Public  Health  Nursing 
All  Other 


9,700,073.47 
12,243.37 
176.50 


234,223.69 
723,379.73 


22,311.25 
50,464.62 

16,186.64 


222,998.00 
1,717.00 


41,622.55 
31,864.45 

4,763.00 


92,565.00 
8,858.00 
50,973.23 
162,887.71 


83,069.98 
6,828.38 

77,282.84 
1,803.41 
908.21 


407.37 


967,884.79 


550.00 

726.00 
10,803.14 

292.05 
4,552.35 

785.51 
8,779.00 

494.70 


2,901.89 
6,725.60 
486.40 


31,617.42 
3,801.36 
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ACCOUNT  'AMOUNT 


HIGHWAYS 


State  144,019.67 

County  17,504.48 

All  Other  15,209.30 

SCHOOLS 

Tuition  from  Municipalities  and  Other  States  40,136.17 

Sales  of  Text  Books  and  Supplies  31.00 

Rent  of  Facilities  47,418.72 

Food  Service  (Sale  of  Lunches)  95,743.80 

Other  50.09 

LIBRARIES  9,852.45 

RECREATION  43,429.00 

UNCLASSIFIED 

Rental  of  Municipal  Property  900.00 

Miscellaneous  17,348.46 

CEMETERIES 

Sales  of  Lots  and  Graves  2,550.00 

Care  of  Lots  and  Graves  1,025.00 

Miscellaneous  8,608.50 

INTEREST 

On  Deposits  42,878.38 

On  Taxes  and  Assessments  36,547.05 

On  Public  Trust  Funds  59, J" 
Miscellf 


Laneous  525-67 
MUNICIPAL  INDEBTEDNESS 

Anticipation  of  Revenue  Loans  4,700,000.00 

General  35,000.00 

AGENCY,  TRUST,  AND  INVESTMENT 

Dog  Licenses  for  the  County  3,413.15. 
Employee  Payroll  Deductions  1,491,966.82 

Perpetual  Care  Funds  22,982.74 

Other  Public  Trust  Funds  80,493.31 

Deposits  for  Services  31,459.24 

REFUNDS 

General  Government  1,680.06 

All  Other  2,743.05 


TOTAL  RECEIPTS 


19,541,180.78 


( 
} 


I 
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TOWN  ACCOUNTANT 

The  reports  which  follow  represent  a  statement  of  the 
Cash  disbursements  authorized  during  the  Fiscal  Year 
Ending  June  30,  1978  and  a  Balance  Sheet  of  the  Town 
of  Acton  as  of  June  30, 1978. 

The  Cash  Accounts  of  the  Treasurer  and  Collector 
have  been  verified  and  I  have  reviewed  the  various  Trust 
Funds  in  the  Custody  of  the  Treasurer  and  Trustees. 

W.  Roy  Wetherby,  Town  Accountant 


STATEMENT  OF  APPROPRIATIONS  AND  DISBURSEMENTS 
JULY  1,  1977  to  JUNE  30,  1978 


WARRANT  BUDGET  ITEM 

General  Government: 
Moderator 

1.  Salary 

2.  Expenses 


APPROPRIATED 
OR  AVAILABLE 


200. 00 
20.00 


DISBURSED 


120.  00 
0.00 


BALANCE 


80.00 
20.00 


Finance  Committee 

3.  Expenses 

Selectmen 

4.  Salaries 

5.  Expenses 

6-  Capital  Outlay 

7-  Legal  Services 

8.   Legal  Service  Expenses 
9-   Appraisals  &  Surveys 
10.   Out  of  State  Travel 


150.00 


40,296.08 
28,592.44 

7,299.20 
38,267.76 

1,888.33 
500.00 

1,315.13 


130.00 


40,296.08 
28,592.44 

7,299.20 
38,267.76 

1,888.33 
500.00 

1,315.13 


20.00 


0.00 
0.00 
0.00 
0.00 
0.00 
0.00 
0.00 


Town  Office  Clerical  Staff 
11.  Expenses 

Engineering  Department 
12-  Salaries 
13.  Expenses 


159,781. 15 


76,178.91 
5,100.00 


159,781.  15 


73,278.  20 
5,095.25 


0.00 


2,900.71 
4-75 


Town  Accountant 
15-  Salary 
16.  Expenses 


19,414.72 
13,732.28 


19,414.72 
13,732.28 


0.00 
0.00 


Town  Treasurer  &  Collector 
17-  Salary 
18.  Expenses 


18,616.00 
12,060.43 


18,615.24 
12,060. 15 


.76 
.28 


Town  Assessors 

19.  Salaries 

20.  Expenses 


22,016.00 
20,675.00 


22,014.68 
18,612.60 


1.32 
2,062.40 
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WARRANT  BUDGET  ITEM 

Town  Clerk 

21.  Salary 

22.  Expenses 

Election  &  Registrations 

23.  Salaries 

24.  Expenses 

Planning  Board 

25.  Salaries 
26-  Expenses 

Personnel  Board 
27.  Expenses 

Board  of  Appeals 

28-  Expenses 

Conservation 

29-  Salaries 
Expenses 

Archives  Committee 

31.  Expenses 

Public  Ceremonies  &  Celebrations 

32.  Expenses 

Building  &  Grounds 

33.  Salaries 

34.  Utilities 

35.  Expenses 

36-  Capital  Outlay 

Town  Report  Committee 

37-  Expenses 


APPROPRIATED 
OR  AVAILABLE 


7,339.00 
965.00 


9,335.92 
9.549.08 


13,902.00 
5,895.00 


100.00 


300.00 


5,378.00 
1,430.00 


145.00 


2,615.00 


22,473.00 
53,000.00 
17,690.00 
12,000.00 


8.057.00 


DISBURSED  BALANCE. 
$ 


7,337.72 
929.78 


6,690.24 
9,549.08 


13,896.80 
3,798.07 


0.00 


274.38 


4,649.92 
1,270.76 


81.80 


1,654.49 


21,205.81 
44,070.37 
17,644.92 
12,000.00 


7,666.30 


1.28 
35.22 


2,645.68 
0.00 


5.20 
2,096.93 

100.00 

* 

25.62 


728.08 
159.24 


63.20 


960.51 


1,267.  19 
8,929. 63 
45.08 
0.00 


390.70 
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WARRANT  BUDGET  ITEM 

'outh  Commission 
38.  Code 
39-  Expenses 

listorical  Commission 

40.  Expenses 

Council  on  Aging 

41.  Expenses 

?otal  General  Government 

'rotection  of  Persons  &  Property: 
'olice  Department 

42.  Salaries 

43.  Other  Salaries 

44.  Expenses 

45.  Capital  Outlay 

■"ire  Department 

46.  Salaries 

47.  Other  Salaries 

48.  Expenses 

49.  Capital  Outlay 

5ealer  of  Weights 

50.  Salary 

51.  Expenses 

Lnsect  Pest  Control 
52-  Wages 
53.  Expenses 

Town  Forest 
54-  Expenses 

Tree  Department 

55.  Wages 

56.  Expenses 

Inspector  of  Wires 

57.  Expenses 

Inspector  of  Gas  &  Piping 

58.  Expenses 


APPROPRIATED 
OR  AVAILABLE 


$ 


8,000. 00 
8,500.00 


200. 00 


8,597. 00 
661,574.43 


352,873.00 
120,880. 00 
26,615. 00 
2,670.00 


476,723. 00 
155,520. 00 
38,370. 00 
1,026.00 


600. 00 
120. 00 


6,199.00 
5,385. 00 


100. 00 


8,642. 00 
7,710. 00 


4,000. 00 
3,000. 00 


DISBURSED 

$  $ 
7,999.92 
5,616. 54 


177. 78 


8,596.  51 


636,124.40 


345,241. 74 
104,488. 36 
26,572. 34 
2,650.00 


468,955. 15 
153,315. 59 
38,370. 00 
1,026.00 


600. 00 
97.45 


6,194. 78 
4,966.09 


73.  38 


8,606. 84 
6,503.22 


3,631. 61 

1, 161. 00 


BALANCE 


.08 

2,883.46 


22.22 


.49 


25,450.  03 


7,631.26 
16,391. 64 
42.  66 
20.  00 


7,767.85 
2,204.41 
0.00 
0.00 


0.00 
22.  55 


4.22 
418.91 


26.  62 


35. 16 
1  ,206.  78 


368.  39 


1,839- 00 
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APPROPRIATED 

WARRANT  BUDGET  ITEM                               OR  AVAILABLE  DISBURSED 

Building  Commission 

59.  Salaries  $      36,461.00      $        36,342.09  $ 

60.  Expenses  2,700.00  2,695.  34 

Dog  Officer 

61.  Wages  1,200.00  1,200.00 

62.  Expenses  700.00  0-00 

Building  Committee 

63.  Expenses  75.00  0.00 

Civil  Defense 

64.  Expenses  2,924.61  2,924.61 
Town  Utilities 

65.  Hydrant  Rental  38,415.00  38,280o00 

66.  Street  Lights  53,000.00  44,328.43 

Total  Protection  of  Persons  &  Property     1,345,908. 61  1,298,224.02 
Highways: 

Highway  Department 

67.  Salaries  &  Wages  187,738.00  179,860-23 

68.  Overtime  for  Snow  32,500.00  32,472.97 

69.  Expenses  68,200.00  67,932.62 

70.  Drainage  25,000.00  19,862.56 

71.  Snow  and  Ice  Removal  127,500.00  124,834.69 

72.  Machinery  Expenses  54,500.00  54,348.82 

73.  Gasoline  &  Diesel  Fuel  57,805-00  57,753.82 

74.  Secondary  Road  Maintenance  60,238.00  60,238.00 

75.  Primary  Road  Maintenance  39,762.00  39,762.00 
76-   Capital  Outlay  2,100.00  1,720-27 

Total  Highways  655,343.00  638,785.98 

Health  and  Sanitation: 
Board  of  Health 

77.  Salaries  60,224.00  57,864.06 

78.  Expenses  42,219.00  39,177.81 

79.  Garbage  Collection  34,992.00  33,351.12 


Inspector  of  Anirr.als 

80-  Wages 
81 .  Expenses 


200.  00 
70.  00 


200- 00 
70-  00 
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APPROPRIATED 

WARRANT  BUDGET  ITEM  OR  AVAILABLE  DISBURSED  BALANCE 


'lumbing  Inspector 

82.   Expenses  $  2,500-00      $   2  ,500.  00  $   0.  00 


Dotal  Health  and  Sanitation 

140,205.  00 

133,162.99 

7,042.01 

leme  teries: 
Cemetery  Department 

83.  Salaries 

84.  Expenses 

85-   Capital  Outlay 

59,867.00 
15,665. 00 
695.00 

58,744. 18 
15,385. 85 
669.00 

1,122. 82 
279. 15 
26.00 

Total  Cemeteries 

76,227.  00 

74,799.03 

1 ,427.97 

lecreation: 

lecreation  Department 

86.  Salaries 

87.  Expenses 

88.  Capital  Outlay 

67,791.00 
33 ,030. 00 
0.00 

65,574.93 
29  ,807. 18 
0.00 

2,216. 07 
3,222. 82 
0.00 

Total  Recreation 

100,821.  00 

95,382. 11 

5  ,43cj.  89 

Veterans  Aid: 
/eterans  Services 

89.  Salary 

90.  Expenses 

91.  Aid 

6,336.00 
275.00 
30,000.00 

6,336.00 
34.  50 
22,601.49 

0.00 
240. 50 
7,398.51 

Total  Veterans  Aid 

36,611.00 

28,971.99 

7,639.01 

'ensions: 
92.  Pension  Fund 

187,472.00 

187,472.00 

0.00 

Total  Pension 

187,472.00 

187,472.00 

0.00 

Lnsurance: 

93.  Group  Health 

94.  Other  Insurance 

95.  Insurance  Advisor 

232,014.00 
81,621. 00 
1,500.00 

230,183. 50 
81,537. 19 
1,500.00 

1,830.50 
83.81 
0.00 

Total  Insurance 

315,135.00 

313,220. 69 

1,914.31 

9 
0 
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APPROPRIATED 

WARRANT  BUDGET  ITEM  OR  AVAILABLE 

.attiring  Debt  and  Interest  Town  Government: 

lighway  Department  Building  $ 

96.  Maturing  Debt  30,000.00 

97.  Interest  2,565.00 

Highway  Equipment 

98.  Maturing  Debt  65,000.00 
99-   Interest  4,070.00 

Conservation 

100.  Maturing  Debt  85,600.00 

101.  Interest  13,008.00 

Sanitary  Landfill 

102.  Maturing  Debt  32,400.00 

103.  Interest  4,860.00 

106.  Interest  Anticipation  of  Revenue  22  , 838. 00 

Total  Maturing  Debt  and  Interest  260,341. 00 

Libraries 
Memorial  Library 

107.  Salaries  "  122,741.00 

108.  Expenses  28,640.00 

109.  Books  31,500.00 

110.  Capital  Outlay  485.00 

West  Acton  Library 

111.  Salaries  7,800.00 

112.  Expenses  2,695.00 

Total  Libraries  193,861.00 

Local  Schools: 

115.  Operating  Expenses  3,711,034.00 

116.  Blanchard  Auditorium  Expenses  41 ,443. 00 


Total  Local  Schools 


3,752,477.00 


125 


APPROPRIATED 

WARRANT  BUDGET  ITEM  OR  AVAILABLE  DISBURSED  BALANCE 


Maturing  Debt  and  Interest  Local  School: 
McCarthy  Town  School 

117.  Maturing  Debt                                      $  90,000.00 

118.  Interest  29,610.00 


90,000.00  $ 
29,610.00 


0.00 
0.00 


Merriam  School 

119.  Maturing  Debt 

120.  Interest 


40,000.00 
720.  00 


40,000.00 
720.00 


0.00 
0.00 


01  Douglas  School 

121.  Maturing  Debt 

122.  Interest 


35,000.00 
10,413.00 


35,000.00 
10,412.50 


0.00 
.  50 


Gates  School 

123.  Maturing  Debt 

124.  Interest 


55,000. 00 
23,678.00 


55,000. 00 
23,677. 50 


0.  00 
.50 


Conant  School 
125-  Maturing  Debt 
126.  Interest 


80,000. 00 
61 ,560. 00 


80,000.00 
61,560. 00 


0.00 
0.00 


Total  Maturing  Debt  and  Interest 


425,981. 00 


425,980.00 


1.00 


Regional  Schools: 
129.   Operating  Budget 
130»  Maturing  Debt  and  Interest 

Total  Regional  Schools 


3,710,861. 00 
227,504. 00 

3,938,365. 00 


3,710,860. 00 
227,504. 00 

3,938,364.00 


1.00 
0.00 

1.0C 


Minuteman  Vocational  School: 

132.  Operating  Budget 

133.  Maturing  Debt  and  Interest 


296,535.00 
62,695.00 


296,535. 00 
62  , i>95.00 


0.  0( 
0.0( 


Other  Vocational  Schools: 
134.   Tuition  and  Transportation 


5,808. 00 


4,371. 50 


1,436.  5 


Total  Vocational  Schools 
Total  Appropriation  Disbursed 


365,038. 00 
12,455,360.04 


363,601. 50 
12,185,276. 64 


1,436. 5 
270,033.-' 
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T.  M. 

ART. 

APPROPRIATED 

DAL  t 

VT/-V 

INVJ* 

r  U  KJr  Ubt 

CXQ     AT/ATT   APT  C 

UK  AVAlLAxSLc 

BALANCE 

1971 

3/8 

54 

90  Construction  Central  Street 

$  5,292.60 

$         5,292.60  $ 

0.00 

1972 

■jf  Li 

Chapter  90  Construction 

JUj ouu.  uu 

JU, ouu.  uu 

u.  uu 

1973 

3/12 

27 

Chapter  90  Construction  Central  St. 

30,800. 00 

30,800.00 

0.00 

1 

1974 

5/13 

22 

90  Construction  Central  Street 

30,800.00 

30,800.00 

0.00 

5/13 

24 

Sidewalk  Construction 

8,809-63 

7,233. 35 

1,576.28 

5/13 

32 

Great  Hill  Recreation 

12,651.34 

1,340.00 

11,311.34 

5/13 

45 

Cemetery  Planning 

10,000.00 

7,624.00 

2,376.00 

1975 

5/12 

10 

Surplus  Government  Property 

672.  72 

322.00 

350.72 

5/12 

11 

Kennedy  Land  Fill 

12,172. 53 

12,169.63 

2.90 

5/12 

16 

Ambulance  E.M. S.  Program 

7,009-54 

1,077.35 

5,932.19 

5/12 

20 

Construction  Road  Improvement 

5,798.00 

5,798.00 

0.00 

5/12 

21 

Construction  Road  Improvement 

40,598.00 

21,397.10 

19,200.90 

5/12 

31 

Town  Hall  Renovations 

273.76 

273.76 

0.  00 

10/20 

8 

McCarthy  Town  Reconstruction 

15,367. 60 

15,245.80 

121.80 

10/20 

15 

Computerization  of  Assessed  Val. 

1,653.54 

1,110.00 

543. 54 

1.7  1  0 

4/12 

4 

MBTA  Commuter  Rail  Service 

15,000.00 

5,916.50 

9,083.50 

4/12 

12 

Sidewalks 

4,000.00 

4,000.00 

0.00 

4/12 

13 

Purchase  New  Vehicles 

15,164.83 

15,164.50 

.33 

4/12 

16 

Septage  Disposal  Area 

8,063.09 

2,384.07 

5,679.02 

4/12 

17 

Waste  Water  Study 

70,000.00 

19,331.45 

50,668.55 

8/9 

2 

Renovation,  Police  Station 

1,241.59 

1,241.59 

0.00 

8/9 

3 

Professional  Services  Revision 

Zoning  By-Laws 

1,944.30 

454.90 

1,489.40 

1.1/15 

1 

Park  Facilities  So.  Acton 

90,957.06 

83,098.59 

7,858.47 

1977 

2/28 

1 

School  Zone,  Hayward  Road 

4,000.00 

3,780.00 

220.00 

4/12 

13 

Pickup  Truck  Purchase 

7,000. 00 

6,970.01 

29.99 

4/12 

14 

Purchase  Police  Cruisers 

20,981.76 

20,981.76 

0.00 

4/12 

18 

Mlnot  Ave  Taylor  Rd  Easement 

300.00 

300. 00 

0. 00 

4/12 

25 

Community  Education  Program 

2,136.62 

2,136.62 

0.00 

4/12 

26 

Fire  Truck  Purchase 

75,000.00 

74,794.45 

205.55 

11/28 

1 

Unpaid  Bills  1977 

1,690.55 

1,690.55 

0.00 

11/28 

6 

Bridges  Land  Purchase  Cons.  Pur. 

60,000.00 

60,000.00 

.  0.00 

4/11 

2 

M. B.T.A.  Commuter  Rail  Service 

12.070.39 

4.598.00 

7.472.39 

Total  Special  Articles 

602,249.45 

478,126.58 

124,122.87 
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Other  Disbursements: 


DISBURSED 


AMOUNT 


Refunds: 

1976  Personal  Property  Tax 

1977  Personal  Property  Tax 

1975  Real  Estate  Tax 

1976  Real  Estate  Tax 

1977  Real  Estate  Tax 

1978  Real  Estate  Tax 

1974  Motor  Vehicle  Excise  Tax 

1975  Motor  Vehicle  Excise  Tax 

1976  Motor  Vehicle  Excise  Tax 

1977  Motor  Vehicle  Excise  Tax 

1978  Motor  Vehicle  Excise  Tax 

Insurance  Recovery 
Vendor  Refund  Recovery 
Interest  And  Other  Refunds 

Trust  Fund  Transfers: 

Tricentenial  2074  A.  D. 

Conservation 

George  Ames 

Arlette  Appleyard 

Perpetual  Care 

A.   B.   Conant  Family 

Dr.  Davis 

M.  Desmond 

Robbins  &  Family 

E-  Robbins 

Elizabeth  White  Charity 

Georgia  Whitney  Memorial 

Gerogia  Whitney  Charity 

Georgia  Whitney  Cemetery 

Frank  Hayward 

Hoitt  &  Scott 

Mrs  Harry  O'Neil 

Frank  R  Knowlton 

Luke  Blanchard 

Henry  Raymond 

Hosmer  Fund 

J.   Roland  Wetherbee 

Memorial  Library  Fund 

Sarah  Watson 


320.  68 
707. 56 

44.80 
5,181.00 
20,403. 66 
33,431.27 

23. 10 
151.80 
1,861. 15 
12,857.03 
3,755.27 

1,164.25 
94.00 
88.05 


123.78 
6,277.43 
5.49 
64.24 
11,507.74 
20.00 
27.49 
36.99 
26.50 
38.24 
1,125.00 
1,800. 00 
600.  00 
102.49 
48.49 
28.50 
13.50 
48.99 
91.24 
127.49 
1,750.90 
213. 74 
421.38 
71.99 


80,083. 62 
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Trust  Fund  Transfers  Continued: 
Carrie  Wells 
Jenks  Family 
Mary  &  Charles  Smith 
Ernest  Jones 
Conant  H.   S-  Library 
Mark  Clapp 
Newell  B  Tainter 
William  A  Wilde 

Miscellaneous  Transfers: 

Cash-Federal  Revenue  Sharing  P.L. 
Cash- Certificate  of  Deposit 

Payroll  Withholdings: 
Federal  Tax 
State  Tax 
County  Retirement 
Teacher  Retirement 
Teacher  School  Insurance 
Group  Life  Insurance 
Blue  Cross  &  Shield 
Health  Insurance  Retirees 
School  Maintenance  Dues 
Suburban  Credit  Union 
M.  T.   A.   Credit  Union 
Fire  Department  Dues 
Highway  Department  Dues 
Teachers  Dues 
Teachers  Annunities 
Deferred  Compensation 
Disability  Insurance 


92-51 


DISBURSED 
$  51.99 
2,190.55 
42.50 
29.49 
358.00 
361.50 
5,928.15 
784.41 


178,019.66 
132,000.00 


757,525.36 
252,100.25 
98,013.97 
136,237.25 
1,809.85 
4,005.59 
37,092.55 
2,080.68 
772.00 
72,198.30 
42,590.50 
2,376.00 
1,152.00 
15,462.25 
47,133.75 
22,935.50 
124.39 


AMOUNT 


34,318.20 


310,019. 66 


1,493,610. 19 


Agency: 


Board  of  Appeal  Deposits 

Performance  Bond  Deposits 

Performance,  Bond,  Forfeit  Bruce  Quirk 

Cafeteria  Revolving  Fund 

Police  Off  Duty  Detail 

Other  Off  Duty  Detail 

Dog  License  to  Middlesex  County 

Sales  Tax,  Commonwealth  of  Mass 


347.12 
6,150.00 
5,800.00 
166,835.28 
21,964.68 
624.00 
3,396. 10 
49. 14 


205,166.32 
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DISBURSED 


AMOUNT 


Federal  Funds: 

Title  1,  Pro  77-002-155 

Title  1,  Pro  78-002-155 

Title  1,  PL  874 

Title  4B,  PL  93-380 

Title  4B,  PL  93-380 

Title  1  LSCA  Memorial  Library 

Title  2,  Antirecession  Funds  Highway 


3,905.01  $ 
21,981.38 
25,951.95 
1,892.41 
5,579.41 
1,559.46 
27,720.64 


88,590.26 


Gifts  and  BeQuest: 

Memorial  Library 
Cemetery,  Perpetual  Care 

Highway  M. B. T. A.   R.  R.   Platform,  Contract 

State  and  County  Assessments: 
County  Tax 
Air  Polution  Control 
Mosquito  Control 
State  Recreation  Area 
Audit  Municipal  Accounts 
Metropolitan  Area  Planning  Council 
Motor  Vehicle  Excise  Tax  Bills 
Group  Insurance,  Elderly 
County  Hospital 


353.48 
26,675.00 


5,566.00 


612,676. 62 
1,426.90 
10,907.00 
82,544.97 
369.37 
2,603.89 
2,069.40 
635.02 
18,859.08 


27,028.48 
5,566.00 


732,092.25 


Temporary  Debt: 

T.A.N.   In  Anticipation  of  Revenue 

Judgement  G/L  44  Section  31: 
Tax  Title  Expense 
Bond  Premium 

Incumbered  Funds,  Civil  Defense 
Incumbered  Funds,  Police 
Incumbered  Funds,  Wire  Inspector 


4,700,000.00  4,700,000.00 

3,530.00 
3,488.71 
1,098.90 
154.24 
4,024.24 

1,081.00  13,377.09 


Total  Disbursed 


20,353,255.29 
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DISBURSED 


AMOUNT 


Appropriat  ion 
Transfers  to  Articles: 


$  65,000.00 


ART. 


DATE 

NO. 

Art  ic let 

1978 

4/11 

14 

Purchase  Police  Cruisers 

981.76 

Tranfers  to  Budget  Line  Items: 

BUDGET 

DAlE 

LINE 

Account  s : 

iy  /  / 

Board  oi  Assessors  expenses 

2,500.00 

10/20 

37 

Town  Report  Expenses 

1,057.00 

11/17 

20 

Board  of  Assessors  Expenses 

5,000.00 

12/  6 

44 

Police  Department  Expenses 

930.00 

1978 

1/  3 

20 

Board  of  Assessors  Expenses 

4,200.00 

1/  5 

44 

Police  Department  Expenses 

400. 00 

3/23 

17 

Treasurer  Collector  Salary 

1,298.00 

3/23 

106 

Interest,  Anticipation  of  Revenue 

12,838.00 

4/  4 

18 

Treasurer  Collector  Expenses 

2,560.43 

4/  8 

94 

Insurance,  Others 

10,941.00 

4/12 

78 

Board  of  Health  Expenses 

910.00 

4/12  ' 

48 

Fire  Department  Expenses 

3,850.00 

4/27 

5 

Board  of  Selectmen  Expenses 

800.00 

4/27 

108 

Memorial  Library  Expenses 

1,732. 00 

4/27 

64 

Civil  Defense^  Expenses 

424. 61 

6/  8 

94 

Insurance,  Others 

680.00 

6/  8 

30 

Conservation  Expenses 

290.00 

6/22 

108 

Memorial  Library  Expenses 

1,981.00 

6/30 

7 

Selectmen,  Legal  Services 

9,658. 00 

981. 76 


62,050.04 


Total  Reserve  Fund  Transfers 


63,031.80 
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Maps  of  Acton 


Traff ic  Supervisor  Teri  Moore  directs  traffic  at  the  corner  of  Spruce  St.  and  Mass.  Ave.  in  West  Acton  every 
day  during  the  school  year. 
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One  of  *e\  er  idents  requiring  use  of  Acton's  new  ambulance  on  its  first  day  of  service. 
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OFFICE  HOURS 


Town  Office  ( 

tmen, 

Town  Mana 

8-4:30  (Tues.  7:30-8:30  p.m.) 

Town  Hall 

263-2761 

Town  Cler' 

8-4:30  (Tues.  7:30-8:30  p.m.) 

Town  Hall 

263-2761 

Treasure 

ctor 

8-4:30  (Tues.  7:30-8:30  p.m.) 

Town  Hall 

263-7018 

Assessois 

8-4:30  (Tues.  7:30-8:30  p.m.) 

Town  Hall 

263-2966 

School  Superi 

t  dent 

8-4:30 

A-B  Regional  H.S. 

263-9503 

Asst.  School  Superintendent 

8-4:30 

A-B  Regional  H.S. 

263-9503 

Board  of  Health 

8-4:30 

Forest  Road 

263-4736 

Veterans'  Agent 

8-4:30 

Town  Hall 

263-2761 

Library  Hours 

Memorial  Library 

Mon.-Fri.,  9  a.m. -9  p.m. 

263-2232 

Saturday,  9-5  p.m. 
Sunday,  2-5  p.m.  (in  Winter  Months) 
Citizens,  West  Acton  Mon.,  7-9  p.m.  263-9222 

Tues.-Fri.,  10-5  p.m. 


fc  TINGS 


Annual  Town  F  ion 
Annual  Town  N 
Appeals  Board 

Assessors 
Building  Commu. 
Conservation  Con.  ssion 

Finance  Committee 
Board  of  Health 

Historical  C  ^mmission 

Library  Tn  aortal 
Library  Tn.  citizens 
Planning  Bo< 
Recreation  C<  nrr;  si 
School  Comr.  Dnal 


Loca. 


Selectmen 

Youth  Commission 


DAY  &  TIME 

1st  Monday  in  April 
2nd  Monday  in  April 
2nd  Monday  of  each  month 
As  necessary 

1st  Tuesday  of  each  month  4:30  p.m. 
as  necessary 

1st  and  3rd  Wednesdays  of  each 
month,  8:00  p.m. 
Thursdays  as  needed,  7:30  p.m. 
2nd  and  4th  Tuesday  of  each  month, 
7:30  p.m. 

2nd  Wednesday  of  each  month, 
8:00  p.m. 

1st  Thursday  of  each  month,  8:00  p.m. 
4th  Tuesday  of  each  month,  7:00  p.m. 
Every  Monday,  8:00  p.m. 
1st  Tuesday  each  month,  8:00  p.m. 
2nd  and  4th  Thursday  of  each  month, 
7:30  p.m. 

1st  and  3rd  Thursday  of  each  month, 
7:30  p.m. 

Every  Tuesday  at  7:30  p.m. 

1st  and  3rd  Tuesday  of  each  month, 

8:00  p.m. 


PLACE 

As  designated 
Blanchard  Auditorium 
Town  Hall 

Town  Hall 

Guidance  Library  at  High  School 
Hearing  Room-Forest  Road 

High  School  Library 
Hearing  Room  Forest-Road 

Hearing  Room-Forest  Road 

Memorial  Library 
Citizens  Library 
Hearing  Room-Forest  Road 
Hearing  Room-Forest  Road 
Sr.  High  School  Music  Room 

Sr.  High  School  Music  Room 

Town  Hall 

Jr.  High  School-Room  310 


At  Your  Service 


EMERGENCY  NUMBERS  -  POLICE:  263-291 1  FIRE:  263-9191  AMBULANCE:  263-9191 

Be  sure  to  give  your  name  and  address  as  well  as  the  nature  of  your  emergency.  Do  not  hang  up  until  you  are  sure  your 
message  has  been  understood. 


hOR  ANSWERS  ON: 

CALL  1 HL: 

TELEPHONE: 

Assessments 

Board  of  Assessors 

263-2966 

Bills  and  Accounts 

Town  Treasurer  and  Tax  Collector 

263-7018 

Birth,  Death,  Marriage  Certificates 

Town  Clerk's  Office 

263-2761 

Building 

Building  Inspector 

263-2709 

Cemeteries 

Cemetery  Superintendent 

263-2240 

Civil  Defense 

Director 

263-2793 

Conservation  Commission 

Forest  Road 

263-4448 

Dog  License 

Town  Clerk's  Office 

263-2761 

Dog  Problems 

Dog  Officer 

263-4979 

Education  Information 

School  Superintendent 

263-9503 

Elections,  Voting  and  Registration 

Town  Clerk's  Office 

263-2761 

Engineering 

Town  Engineer's  Office 

263-2709 

Finance 

Chairman  of  Finance  Committee 

263-3179 

Fire  (Routine  and  Permits) 

Fire  Department 

263-4366 

Garbage  and  Refuse 

Board  of  Health 

263-4736 

Health  and  Sanitation 

Board  of  Health 

263-4736 

Highways  and  Streets 

Highway  Department 

263-5332 

Home  Nursing 

Board  of  Health:  Visiting  Nurse 

263-4736 

Hunting  and  Fishing  Licenses 

Town  Clerk's  Office 

263-2761 

Library 

Librarian,  Memorial  Library 

263-2232 

Librarian,  Citizens  Library  of  West  Acton 

263-9222 

Licenses 

Selectmen-Town  Manager 

263-2761 

Board  of  Health 

263-4736 

Mosquito  Control 

Board  of  Health 

263-4736 

Nurses  (School) 

School  Nurse,  Junior  &  High 

263-7738 

Nurses  (School) 

Elementary  Schools 

263-4982 

Nurses  (Town) 

Town  Nurse 

263-4736 

Oil  Burner  Permits 

Fire  Chief 

263-4366 

Planning 

Chairman  of  Planning  Board 

263-4448 

Plumbing  Permits 

Board  of  Health 

263-4736 

Recreation 

Forest  Road. 

263-9244 

Schools 

Carolyn  T.  Douglas  School 

263-2753 

Julia  L.  McCarthy-Marion  L.  Towne  School 

263-4982 

Florence  A.  Merriam  School 

263-2581 

Paul  P.  Gates  School 

263-9162 

Luther  B.  Conant  School 

263-7407 

Acton-Boxborough  Regional  Junior  High  School 

263-7716 

Acton-Boxborough  Regional  High  School 

263-7738 

Superintendent  of  Schools 

263-9503 

Selectmen 

Town  Office 

263-2761 

Snow  Removal 

Highway  Department 

263-5532 

Tax  Collections 

Treasurer  and  Collector 

263-7018 

Veterans'  Services 

Veterans'  Agent 

2632761 

Water  Problems 

Water  District  (Not  part  of  the  Town  of  Acton) 

263-9107 

Welfare  Questions 

Welfare  Board 

263-6610 

Wiring 

Wire  Inspector 

263-5555 

Wiring  Permits 

Forest  Road 

263-2709 

Zoning 

Zoning  Enforcement  Officer 

263-2709 

Retired  Fire  Chief  H.  Stuart  MacGregor  was  the  youngest  fire  chief  in  the  state  when  he  was  first  appointed 
in  1933.  He  retired  in  1967  after  serving  Acton  in  several  capacities  for  43  years.  (Samuels  Studio  photo) 


Dedication 


The  1979  Town  Report  is  being  dedicated  to 
retired  Fire  Chief  H.  Stuart  MacGregor.  "Mac"  is  an 
Acton  native  who  still  lives  in  W.  Acton;  his  municipal 
service  spans  some  forty-three  years,  thirty-four  of 
them  as  Fire  Chief.  Even  more  impressive  is  the  wide 
esteem  in  which  he  is  still  held,  without  exception. 

He  became  a  volunteer  fireman  on  July  24,  1924, 
a  lieutenant  in  March  of  1927,  a  Captain  two  years 
later.  On  May  1,  1930  he  was  named  W.  Acton 
District  Chief.  In  1933  when  he  became  Fire  Chief, 
Acton's  population  was  about  2600;  his  department 
then  numbered  about  50  volunteers,  and  the  facilities 
consisted  of  three  wooden  buildings.  Apparently  he 
was  the  youngest  Fire  Chief  in  the  state  when  he  was 
first  appointed.  He  was  made  permanent  Fire  Chief  on 
April  1,  1956,  with  tenure  of  office  voted  at  Town 
Meeting.  Mac  retired  on  November  30,  1967,  having 
also  been  named  Assistant  Building  Inspector  in  1960. 

His  accomplishments  were  many;  he  is  best 
remembered  for  building  the  Acton  Fire  Department 
into  the  effective  force  it  has  become  from  three 
distinct  volunteer  fire  companies  through  dedication, 
innovation  and  sound  management,  such  as  periodic 
surveys  of  the  Department's  effectiveness  by  the  New 


England  Board  of  Fire  Underwriters.  Today's  Fire 
Department  is  very  much  a  tribute  to  his  vision  and 
philosophy. 

It  is  almost  superfluous  to  add  that  Mac's 
photograph  hangs  prominently  and  deservedly  in  the 
W.  Acton  Fire  Station,  a  gift  to  the  Town  of  the  Acton 
Firefighter's  Association  he  helped  found. 

Chief  MacGregor  was  highly  respected  and 
trusted  by  those  around  him.  He  was  one  of  those  best 
able  to  get  along  with  then-Selectman  Mary  Hadley, 
widely  known  for  her  direct  manner,  because  he  either 
responded  quietly  or  not  at  all;  former  Selectman  John 
Loring  calls  him  a  "gentleman's  gentleman",  and 
others  who  know  him  are  in  unanimous  agreement. 

It  is  hard  to  pinpoint  the  "people  magic"  that 
Chief  MacGregor  had.  He  served  in  a  simpler  day  and 
didn't  have  to  be  political;  he  had  to  be  at  the  scene 
and  in  action  with  his  men  because  his  was  the  only 
permanent  position;  he  did  his  own  budgets  and 
payroll  in  what  had  to  be  a  24-hour,  7  days  a  week 
commitment.  He  had  the  ability  to  make  people 
around  him  feel  comfortable,  regardless  of  the 
Continued  on  page  67 
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"Acton's  Monument"  was  drawn  by  Lourdes 
Ferragut.  The  12-year-old  artist  is  a  member 
of  Mrs.  McDonald's  class  at  Acton-Boxborough 
Junior  High  School. 
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CREDITS 


The  1979  Acton  Town  Report  covers  a  very  active 
year  for  the  town.  Construction  began  on  the  long- 
awaited  elderly  housing  units  on  Windsor  Avenue; 
citizen  were  busy  on  several  fronts,  including  idling 
trains,  a  proposed  new  prison,  and  water  pollution.  A 
rare  Special  Election  was  held  to  fill  the  seat  of  Select- 
man Fred  Kennedy,  who  died  in  office.  As  this  Report 
goes  to  press,  several  important  positions  in  town  govern- 
ment were  vacant,  including  Planning  Administrator, 
Administrative  Assistant  to  the  Town  Manager,  Town 
Treasurer,  and  Town  Collector. 

A  major  innovation  in  this  year's  Report  was  the 
opportunity  for  the  entire  town  to  participate  by 
submitting  photos,  drawings  or  sketches  for  considera- 
tion. Both  the  volume  and  quality  of  material  received 
was  gratifying;  the  "Winter  in  Acton"  scene  submitted 
by  Edward  White,  which  appears  in  the  Town  Services 
section,  was  selected  by  the  Report  Committee  to  receive 
a  special  merit  award  of  $25.  We  wish  space  had  allow- 
ed even  more  of  the  submitted  material  to  be  used;  a 
public  display  is  being  planned. 

The  type  font  in  the  Report  was  changed  to  help 
make  it  easier  to  read.  Among  the  changes  in  the 
individual  reports  are  a  new  "At  Large"  report  on 
citizen  volunteers  and  activism,  a  report  by  the  Town 


Report  Committee,  and  a  "Call  for  Help"  telephone 
number  list  on  the  back  cover.  Brief  articles  appear  on 
the  deaths  of  three  highly-regarded  individuals:  Ralph 
Dodge,  "Kitty"  Kinsley,  and  Fred  Kennedy. 

Our  cover  was  both  a  surprise  no -cost  gift  from 
the  Report's  printer,  Rene  Press  of  Fitchburg,  and  an 
informal  tribute  to  the  popular  and  effective  Joe  Nevins 
for  his  typical  "behind  the  scenes"  help  in  getting  this 
particular  Report  started  with  prompt  copy.  Joe  left  the 
Town  Manager's  Office  in  January  1980  to  take  a  job 
in  private  industry. 

The  cover  photo,  taken  by  Ted  Janericco  was 
selected  to  depict  a  scene  growing  more  and  more 
common  around  town  as  hot  air  balloons  proliferate. 
More  to  the  point,  it  is  an  acknowledgement  and 
remembrance  of  the  high  spirits  enjoyed  by  all  who 
attended  or  participated  in  the  first  (and  ideally 
Annual)  Acton  Jamboree.  Armchair  ballonists  who 
were  within  touching  distance  of  the  Jamboree's 
multi-balloon  launch  came  away  more  than  satisified, 
and  apparently  can  look  forward  to  an  even  bigger 
liftoff  in  1980. 

Stanley  E.  Bielski 
for  the  Town  Report  Committee 
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Administration 


Ruth  Bailey,  the  Selectmen's  Secretary,  looks  up  from  her  typewriter  during  a  typically  busy  day.  (Kath 
Kolowich  photo) 
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Joan  Gardner  (top  photo),  the  chairman  of  the 
board  of  selectmen,  makes  a  point  with  her  pencil 
as  Stanton  Collins  (middle  photo),  the  clerk  of  the 
board,  and  Hayden  Duggan,  the  newest  member 
of  the  board,  listen  during  a  recent  meeting. 
(Kath  Kolowich  photo) 


Board  Of  Selectmen 

Between  Town  Meetings  the  business  of  Acton's 
government  is  conducted  primarily  at  the  Tuesday 
evening  Board  of  Selectmen's  meetings.  This  year, 
perhaps  more  so  than  in  other  recent  years,  many 
citizens  participated  in  that  process  by  attending  our 
meetings  and  expressing  their  views  and  ideas.  On  many 
evenings  the  discussions  of  the  Town's  business  was 
enhanced  and  sometimes  lightened  by  the  comments 
of  these  citizens.  Although  the  temperature  in  the 
meeting  room  was  sometimes  "cool",  because  of  the 
Town's  energy  conservation  program,  the  feelings  of 
the  Selectmen  were  warmed  by  the  presence  of  these 
citizens.  We  are  very  grateful  to  them  and  strongly 
urge  all  citizens  to  attend  our  meetings  which  begin  at 
7:30  P.M.  each  Tuesday  on  the  second  floor  of  the 
Town  Hall. 

In  1979  Acton's  annual  Town  Meeting  was  held 
in  April  on  six  evenings.  Because  of  the  state- 
mandated  program  for  a  4%  cap  on  local  government 
spending,  the  Board  of  Selectmen  recommended  cuts 
in  the  budget  below  the  Finance  Committee's 
recommendation.  Town  Meeting  exercised  its  local 
option  in  overriding  the  cap  and  voted  for  a  budget 
which  provided  for  maintaining  Town  services  at  the 
present  level  with  the  exception  of  adding  one 
patrolman  to  the  Police  Department.  Articles  which 
dealt  with  long  range  financial  obligations, 
transportation,  future  expansion  of  police  and  fire 
departments,  environmental  protection  and  land 
acquisition  were  all  approved.  When  all  caculations 
were  made  at  the  state  and  local  level,  Acton's  tax  rate 
remained  stable  at  $29.40. 

At  the  first  meeting  after  the  annual  Town 
Meeting  the  Board  of  Selectmen  reorganized  as 
follows:  Joan  N.  Gardner,  Chairman;  Joyce  Foley, 
Vice-Chairman;  T.  Frederick  Kennedy  and  Alfred 
Steinhauer,  members;  and  Stanton  Collins,  Clerk. 

The  Board  continued  its  efforts  on  the 
environmental  issue  at  the  W.R.  Grace  site,  closely 
monitored  the  program  of  the  hydrogeological  study 
performed  by  Goldberg,  Zoino,  Dunnicliff  Associates, 
and  met  with  the  Water  District  Commissioners,  town 
agencies  and  various  state  officials.  Public  meetings 
were  held  in  May  and  December  to  discuss  the  study. 

In  December  the  Goldberg  &  Zoino  report,  and 
its  conclusions  that  W.R.  Grace  Co.  was  a  source  of 
the  contaminants  which  pollute  the  "Sinking  Pond" 
aquifer  and  Assabet  Wells  1  and  2,  initiated  another 
round  of  meetings  with  the  Board  of  Selectmen,  Water 
District  Commissioner,  Board  of  Health,  State  and 
Federal  agencies  and  officials  from  W.R.  Grace  Co.  to 
formulate  a  plan  to  cleanse  the  aquifer  and  restore 
Assabet  Wells  1  and  2. 

As  a  result  of  heightened  awareness  from  the 


6 


Grace  situation  the  Board  of  Selectmen  worked  with 
the  Water  District  Commissioner  and  town  boards  and 
committees  to  prepare  a  proposal  for  a  townwide 
hydrogeological  study.  On  October  9  a  special  Town 
Meeting  was  called.  The  town  voted  unanimously  for 
the  funds  to  start  a  town-wide  hydro  study  with  the 
cooperative  efforts  of  the  Acton  Water  District.  At  this 
special  Town  Meeting  the  Town  also  voted  to  create  a 
revolving  fund  for  the  Recreation  Department,  make 
additional  funds  available  for  the  Nursing 
Department,  acquire  over  100  acres  off  Nagog  Hill 
Road  for  conservation  purposes,  adopt  a  resolution 
against  illegal  dumping  of  hazardous  wastes,  and 
make  minor  amendments  to  the  Zoning  Bylaw. 

In  May,  T.  Frederick  Kennedy  died.  In  1976  he 
had  retired  as  Cemetery  Superintendent  after  51  years 
of  service  to  the  Town.  Not  one  to  sit  quietly  on  the 
sidelines,  Fred  ran  unsuccessfully  for  Selectman  in 
1977,  and  was  elected  to  the  Board  when  he  ran  again 
in  1978.  Those  of  us  who  served  with  Fred  appreciated 
his  pride  in  service  as  a  Selectman,  his  concern  for  the 
elderly,  his  knowledge  of  Acton's  history  and  his 
attempts  to  get  us  to  finish  our  meetings  earlier.  Fred 
worked  until  the  end,  participating  with  us  in  a 
meeting  on  Route  2  on  the  morning  of  the  day  before 
he  died.  He  had  a  long  and  successful  life.  We  all  miss 
him  . 

To  fill  the  vacancy  a  special  election  was  held 
September  20th  and  Hayden  Duggan  was  elected 
Selectman. 

At  regular  Tuesday  night  meetings  during  the 
ye.ir,  the  Board  held  fourteen  site  plan  hearings,  eight 
free  standing  sign  hearings,  continued  to  monitor  the 
Waste  Water  Management  Study,  met  with  the 
Transportation  Advisory  Committee,  and  the  Council 
on  Aging  to  bring  the  "Road  Runner"  to  Acton.  On 
September  1st  a  nine  passenger  van  was  put  on  the 
road  to  provide  transportation  for  the  elderly  in 
Acton. 

Too  soon  it  was  December,  and  budget  month. 
The  Board  of  Selectmen  set  a  policy  which  was  to 
maintain  service  at  the  present  level  and,  in  spite  of  a 
national  inflation  rate  of  11-13%  and  escalating  fuel 
costs,  completed  its  review  with  a  10%  increase  in  the 
budget. 

A  milestone  in  the  long  struggle  to  make  Route  2 
safer  was  passed  this  year  when  for  the  first  time  ever, 
we  worked  with  the  Selectmen  from  Concord  and 
Lincoln.  The  three  towns  agreed  to  a  uniform 
approach  to  safety  upgrades  from  Route  128  to  Route 
27.  Uniformity,  we  learned  from  the  State  Highway 
Department,  is  a  requirement  for  Federal  Highway 
Funds. 

The  final  answer  to  the  landfill  issue  appeared 
on  the  horizon  with  the  development  of  plans  for  a 
trash  transfer  station  at  the  site  of  the  present  landfill. 


Joyce  Foley,  the  vice-chairman  of  the  board  of 
selectmen,  and  Fred  Steinhauer  listen  attentively 
at  a  recent  selectmen's  meeting.  (Kath  Kolowich 
photo) 

The  design  of  the  North  Acton  Sanitary  Landfill  was 
submitted  to  the  state  for  approval.  The  proposed 
transfer  station,  which  will  be  presented  to  the  1980 
Town  Meeting,  could  be  used  in  connection  with 
either  the  new  landfill  or  a  Regional  Refuse  Disposal 
Facility.  The  Board  kept  informed  on  development  of 
two  such  facilities  through  a  presentation  to  the 
selectmen  of  one  facility,  and  a  Town  representative 
on  the  planning  committee  for  the  other. 

In  June  the  Selectmen  met  with  all  the  agencies 
that  provide  human  services  to  residents  of  Acton.  The 
board  is  beginning  to  evaluate  and  review  the 
programs  offered  by  these  agencies  to  assure  that 
human  needs  are  met  and  programs  are  coordinated. 
This  will  be  high  on  the  Selectmen's  agenda  in  the 
1980s. 
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One  agenda  topic  of  the  1970  s  appeared  to  be 
resolved.  No  longer  will  trains  idle  along  the  South 
Acton  Boston  &  Maine  right-of-way.  Beginning  in 
January  1980,  as  a  result  of  state  funding,  train  service 
will  originate  and  terminate  in  Fitchburg. 

Another  issue  of  the  1970's,  the  discrepancy  in  the 
Town's  July  1975  to  June  1977  financial  records,  was 
resolved  when  the  bonding  company  settled  the  town's 
claim  for  $72,500.00. 

This  year  was  a  very  stable  year  and  there  were  no 
changes  in  department  heads.  The  Board  of 
Selectmen  thanks  each  and  every  department  head  for 
the  professional  attitude  and  fine  cooperative  way  with 
which  he  approaches  the  job  of  serving  the  town.  Rick 
Sherman,  Planning  Board  Administrator,  resigned 
effective  December  31st  after  six  years  with  the  Town. 
Her  professional  approach  and  enthusiastic  manner 
will  be  missed. 

A  special  thank  you  for  those  who  serve  the  Town 
in  a  volunteer  capcaity.  The  long  hours  of  work  from 
so  many  Actonians  make  this  a  fine  community. 

Julia  Stevens  chose  not  to  stand  for  re-election 
after  five  years  as  Selectman,  and  prior  to  that  had 


served  as  Chairman  of  the  Housing  Authority.  Her 
calm  reasoned  approach  is  missed.  And,  thanks  also 
to  the  following  who  participated  in  making  so  many 
of  our  programs  successful:  Donald  C.  White, 
Conservation  Commission;  Minetta  D.  Lee,  Archives 
Committee;  Dick  O'Brien,  Personnel  Board;  Lane 
Kirkpatrick,  Planning  Board;  Richard  Remy, 
Chairman,  and  Jack  Ormsbee,  Board  of  Assessors; 
David  Ogrodnick,  Board  of  Health;  James  Kazokas, 
Permanent  Building  Committee;  and  Roger  Heubsch, 
Public  Ceremonies  and  Celebrations. 

The  Board  of  Selectmen  looks  forward  to  the 
challenge  of  next  year,  hopeful  that  the  same  spirit  of 
professionalism  and  cooperation  from  employees  and 
volunteers  will  carry  us  through  in  successfully 
maintaining  the  same  high  sense  of  community  that 
makes  Acton  "our  town". 

Joan  N.  Gardner,  Chairman 
Joyce  Foley,  Vice-Chairman 
Stanton  Collins,  Clerk 
Hayden  Duggan,  Member 
Alfred  Steinhauer,  Member 


Town  Manager's  Report 


Town  Manager  Chris  Farrell  leans  back  and  enjoys 
one  of  the  lighter  moments  at  a  recent  meeting  of 
the  selectmen.  (Kath  Kolowich  photo) 


Calendar  year  1979  has  been  a  unique  year. 
Activity  has  been  different  from  previous  years  in  that 
environmental  issues  have  become  the  major  area  of 
citizen  concern.  Since  December  of  1978  when  two 
major  wells  were  shut  down  by  the  Water  District 
because  of  chemical  contamination,  much  of  the  staff 
time  has  been  devoted  to  the  protection  of  Acton's 
natural  resources. 

The  Town  Manager's  Office  has  coordinated  the 
$115,000  hydrogeological  study  performed  in  the  area 
of  suspected  contamination  and  has  arranged  several 
sensitive  meetings  between  the  Town,  W.R.  Grace  & 
Co.  and  the  Water  District  relative  to  the  complex 
problems  posed  by  this  issue.  I  am  optimistic  that  1980 
will  be  a  year  when  many  of  our  apprehensions  about 
this  contamination  and  its  abatement  will  be  resolved. 

The  Town's  experience  with  Assabet  Wells  I  &  II 
prompted  action  on  at  least  two  other  fronts.  Funds 
for  Wetlands  Mapping  were  approved  at  the  annual 
Town  Meeting,  and  a  townwide  groundwater 
resources  analysis  and  protection  study  was  approved 
at  an  October  special  Town  Meeting. 

In  addition  to  the  water  issue  this  office  has 
continued  to  execute  the  policies  of  the  Board  of 
Selectmen  and  Town  Meeting  in  two  other  important 
areas,  solid  waste  disposal  and  tax  rate  stabilization. 
The  engineering  department  has  developed  plans  for 
the  relocation  of  the  sanitary  landfill  to  the  North 


8 


Joe  Nevins,  the  adminstrative  assistant  to  the 
town  manager,  sits  in  for  Farrell  at  selectmen's 
meeting^  when  Farrell  is  on  vacation. 
(Rath  Kolowich  photo) 

Acton  site  purchased  in  1976.  Present  plans  call  for  a 
central  transfer  station  to  be  built  at  the  current  site. 
We  anticipate  1980  Annual  Town  Meeting  approval 
in  order  to  make  an  orderly  transition  by  the  spring  of 
1982. 

The  state  imposed  4%  tax  cap  forced  this  office 
to  make  difficult  and  often  painful  recommendations 
to  the  Board  of  Selectmen  concerning  curtailment  or 
elimination  of  town  services.  These  recommended 
reductions  were  presented  to  the  townspeople  at  the 
Acton  Town  Meeting  and  were  overwhelmingly 
reinstated  in  the  Town's  budget.  Despite  the  town's 
decision  to  override  the  tax  cap,  the  tax  rate  was  held 
for  a  second  year  at  $29.40.  Indications  from  the  state, 
however,  that  no  additional  local  aid  will  be 
forthcoming,  make  it  extremely  unlikely  that  we  will 
be  able  to  continue  this  same  rate  for  a  third  year.  As 
the  level  of  inflation  continues  to  rise,  we  must  re- 
examine each  year  the  cost  effectiveness  of  the  services 
that  the  Town  provides. 

The  concern  of  many  South  Acton  residents 
about  pollution  from  idling  trains  has  been  resolved 
through  the  efforts  of  several  state  officials  and  the  B 
&  M  railroad.  Train  service  has  been  extended  to 
Gardner,  thus  preventing  South  Acton  from  being  the 
final  stop  along  the  line. 


This  office  has  continued  to  provide  staff  support 
on  an  intermittent  or  sustained  basis  to  over  thirty 
boards  and  committees,  encompassing  over  150  people 
exclusive  of  our  normal  commitment  to  the  Board  of 
Selectmen  and  Town  Meeting. 

I  would  like  to  emphasize  that  the  continued  high 
level  of  citizen  involvement  in  the  town's  governmental 
process  is  a  major  reason  why  the  town  provides 
quality  services  despite  a  small  work  force  and  remains 
a  pleasant  community  in  which  to  live.  High  level 
volunteer  efforts  combined  with  dedicated  employee 
performance  will  continue  to  protect  the  town's  future 
and  preserve  its  quality  of  life. 

My  office  continues  to  remain  open  to  all  citizens 
for  discussion  of  concerns  about  town  government.  We 
continue  to  be  sensitive  to  maintaining  an 
environment  where  viewpoints  can  be  freely 
exchanged  and  where  town  government  will  remain  as 
responsive  as  possible  to  the  needs  of  the  Town  as  a 
whole.  Toward  that  end,  I  welcome  your  suggestion  as 
to  how  Acton  can  be  made  an  even  better  place  to  live. 

Finally,  I  would  like  to  thank  the  members  of  the 
Town  Report  Committee,  especially  chairman  Stan 
Bielski,  for  their  efforts  to  produce  an  attractive  and 
informational  Town  Report. 

Christopher  J  .  Farrell 
Town  Manager 


Christine  Joyce  is  generally  the  first  one  to  greet 
people  who  come  to  Town  Hall.  (Kath  Kolowich 
photo) 
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Acton  school  children  have  some  interesting  perspectives  on  what  Town  Hall  looks  like.  Sandy  Duncan 
(upper  left)  sees  it  as  a  place  to  sit  on  a  summer  day.  Jennev  B.  (upper  right)  sees  it  as  a  place  for  birds  to 
check  the  time.  Robert  Huber  (botton  right)  associates  it  with  cannon  fire. 


10 


Elected  Town  Officers 


MODERATOR 

Donald  MacKenzie 

SELECTMEN 
Alfred  F.  Steinhauer 
Joan  N.  Gardner 
****T.  Fredericks.  Kennedy 
Joyce  E.  Foley 
Hyden  Duggan 
Stanton  J.  Collins 

LOCAL  AND  REGIONAL 
SCHOOL  COMMITTEES 
Anne  H.  Ridley 
Carole  Cochin 
Robert  Evans,  Jr. 
F.  Dore  Hunter 
Susan  Grolnic 
Cynthia  Kramer 

TRUSTEES  OF  MEMORIAL  LIBRARY 

(Three  elected.  Six  permanent  members 
are  appointed  by  the  permanent  members.) 
Nancy  K.  Gerhardt 
Vincent  Pacrella 
Persis  R.  Green 

ACTON  HOUSING  AUTHORITY 
Robert  J.  Storella 
Ann  M.  Courtright 
Paul  G.  DerAnanian 
James  Sargent 
Josephs.  Mercurio 

TRUSTEES  OF  WEST  ACTON 
FIREMAN'S  RELIEF  FUND 
Frederick  A.  Harris 
H.  Stuart  MacGregor 
James  B.  Wilson 

TRUSTEES  OF  ACTON 
FIREMAN'S  RELIEF  FUND 
*T.  Frederick  S.  Kennedy 
John  T.  McLaughlin 
Richard  A.  Lowden 


Term 
Expires 


Appointments 
Made  by  Moderator 


1  QftO 
1  zJOV 

FINANCE  COMMITTEE 

1980 

Term 
Expires 

i  norv 

lyoO 

John  B.  Gmeiner 

1980 

1981 

Matt  L.  Mleziva 

1980 

1981 

Marilyn  Peterson 

1980 

Wilson  Bursaw 

1981 

1  009 

i  yoz 

Mary  R.  McCarthy 

1981 

Jeffrey  Bergart 

1981 

1980 

Bailey  M.  Geeslin 

1982 

Gena  G.  Manalan 

1982 

1980 
1981 

William  R.  McCarthy 

1982 

1981 

MINUTEMAN  REGIONAL  VOCATIONAL 

1982 

TECHNICAL  SCHOOL  DISTRICT 

1982 

COMMITTEE 

John  W.  Putnam 

1981 

1980 

Appointments 

1981 
1982 

Made  by  Selectmen 

1980 
1981 
1982 
1983 
1983 


1980 
1981 
1982 


1980 
1981 
1982 


TRUSTEES  OF  CHARLOTTE  GOODNOW  FUND 
James  N.Gates  1980 
Nancy  Anne  Gilberti  1981 
Thelma  L.  Boatman  1982 
TRUSTEES  OF  THE  CITIZEN'S  LIBRARY 
ASSOCIATION  OF  WEST  ACTON 
Betty  L.  Boothby  1980 
Corinne  Merkh  1981 
Priscilla  Killian  1982 

*  Resigned 
**  Replaced 
***Retired 
****Deceased 


ACTON'S  DESIGNEE  TO  THE  MIDDLESEX 
COUNTY  ADVISORY  BOARD 

Nancy  K.  Gerhardt  1981 

AD  HOC  BIKE-WAY  COMMITTEE 

Frank  R.  Flood  N/A 

John  R.  Folsom 

Mary  Louise  Longcope 

Betsyan  Newton 

Deven  L.  Scott 

Donald  C.  White 

AD  HOC  COMMITTEE  ON  REVITALIZATION 

John  W.  Hodge  N/A 
Jerome  L.  Olin 
Robert  G.  Rowe 
Eric  A.  Semple 
Stephen  P.  Steinberg 

ADVISORY  COMMITTEE  ON  SOLID 
WASTE  MANAGEMENT 

Alan  Merrill  1980 


COMPUTER  ADVISORY  COMMITTEE 

L.James  Doyle  1980 
George  O .  Gardner  1 980 

Lelah  M .  Willoughby  1 980 
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ADVISORY  COMMITTEE  ON 

Precinct  3 

TRANSPORTATION 

Warden 

Dolores  R.  Nowokunski 

Frank  R.  Flood 

1980 

Deputy  Warden 

MaryD.  Prendiville 

John  b.  Hitz 

1980 

Clerk 

John  C.  Veasie 

Martha  D.  Kleinman 

1980 

Deputy  Clerk 

Elizabeth  Charter 

Curtis  H.  Spenny 

1980 

Inspector 

Bridie  Connors  -  Janet  A.  Bubier 

Carol  Stimmel 

1980 

Deputy  Inspector 

Ada  E.  Walker  -  Judith  H.  Buck 

BOARD  OF  APPEALS 

Precinct  4 

Harold  W.  Flood 

1980 

Warden 

Mona  V.  Melymuka 

Marion  H.  Maxwell 

1981 

Deputy  Warden 

Judith  M.  Keohan 

Kenneth  L.  Grinnell 

1982 

Clerk 

Marcia  T.  Fogelgren 

Associate  Members 

Deputy  Clerk 

Susan  L.  Moore 

Ralph  Abbott 

1980 

Inspector       Doris  V.  Pomeroy  -  Elizabeth  D.  Lemere 

John  F.  Pasieka 

1981 

Deputy  Inspector 

Nathalie  B.  Dauphine 

Lucille  V.  Kress 

ARCHIVES  COMMITTEE 

Teller 

Pauline  B.  Johnson 

Pamela  H.  Hirchman 

1980 

Lawrence  T.  Story 

1980 

Precinct  5 

Joyce  C.  Woodhead 

1981 

Warden 

Katherine  E.  Arnold 

Minetta  D.  Lee* 

1982 

Deputy  Warden 

Barbara  E.  Neagle 

Charles  M.  MacRae** 

1982 

Clerk 

Clare  Peterson 

Deputy  Clerk 

George  Neagle 

AUDITING  MONITORING  COMMITTEE 

Inspector          Margaret  Douglas  -  William  H.  Arnold 

George  S.  Annis 

N/A 

Deputy  Inspector 

Ardelia  H.  Hamke 

Paul  G.  Der  Ananian 

Margaret  O.  Bintliff 

JamesJ.  McPadden 

CONSERVATION  COMMISSION  EASEMENT 
AD  HOC  COMMITTEE 

Joyce  E.  Foley  N/A 
Margaret  B.  Kinzie 
I  orens  A.  A.  Persson 

ELECTION  OFFICERS 

Precinct  1 

Warden  Frances  Hirsch 

Deputy  Warden  Elizabeth  Anne  Powers 

Clerk  Donna  R.  Braidman 

Deputy  Clerk  Priscilla  G.  Clapp 

Inspector  Jeanne  E.  Secor  -  Katherine  Crockett 

Deputy  Inspector  Barbara  Nylander 

Eileen  L.  Gerngross 
Teller  Ruby  M.  Daddaria    Mary  G.  Callanan 

Faith  A.  Priest  -  Catherine  S.  Wells 
Barbara  Towne    Gail  G.  Roche 

Precinct  2 

Warden  Irene  F.  McLaughlin 

Deputy  Warden  John  F.  McLaughlin 

Clerk  Barbara  M.  Mulvey 

Deputy  Clerk  Violet  M.  Perry 

Inspector  Frances  L.  Collins  -  Nancy  Anne  Gilberti 
Deputy  Inspector  Nancy  L.  Miller  -  Theresa  M.  Carroll 
Teller  Eleanor  Petrocchi  -  Constance  Krea 


Precinct  6 

Warden  J°an  E.  Nelson 

Clerk  Esther  M.  Bergin 

Inspector  Linda  L.  Luosalo  -  Marianne  Varno 

Teller  Ruth  R.  Phelps  -  Lorraine  O.  Condon 

Charlotte  E.  Wetherbee  -  Janet  K.  Talbot 

HISTORIC  DISTRICT  STUDY  COMMITTEE 


Robert  H.  Nylander 
RichardJ.  O'Neil 
Robert  Z.  Niland 
Frank  T.  Brzezinski 
William  Klauer 


PERSONNEL  BOARD 

HenryJ.  Hogan,  III 
Walter  E.  C.  George 
Walter  L.  Levensaler 
Henry  M.  Young 
Grant  A.  Bowry 

PLANNING  BOARD 

Neal  A.  Grolnic 
William  R.  Becklean 
Kathleen  Phillips 
Lane  W.  Kirkpatrick* 
Sandra  Bayne 
Mollis  P.  Nelson 


1980 
1980 
1980 
1981 
1982 


1980 
1981 
1981 
1982 
1982 


1980 
1981 
1982 
1983 
1984 
1985 
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PRISON  STUDY  COMMITTEE 

Pamela  R.  Booma 
F.  Dorc  I  lunter 
Arnold  R.  Rosenfeld 

REGISTRAR  OF  VOTERS 

George  F.  Tuttle 
Elizabeth  A.  Barbadoro 
David  E.  Driscoll 

TOWN  ACCOUNTANT 

W.  Rov  Wethcrbv 


TOWN  CLERK 


N/A        Lydia  R.  Lesure 


TOWN  MANAGER 

Christopher  J.  Farrell 


1980 
1981 
1982 


i  J81 


ASSISTANT  TOWN  ACCOUNTANT 

Mary  Larson  1980 


TOWN  COUNSEL 

Acheson  H.  Callaghan,  Jr. 


1980 


1980 


1981 


TOWN  TREASURER  AND  COLLECTOR 

Geoffrey  M .  Weaver  1 980 

YOUTH  COMMISSION 

Helen  T.  Berger  1980 

Robert  L.  Caldwell*  1980 

Cornelia  O.  Huber  1981 

Marilu  G.  Nowlin  1981 

John  Ormsbee  1981 

Nancy  Carroll  1982 

Vanetta  M.  Hunter  1982 

Hayden  A.  Duggan*  1982 


Appointments 
Made  by  Town  Manager 
Requiring  Approval 

of  the  Board  of  Selectmen 


BOARD  OF  ASSESSORS 

John  Ormsbee*  1980 

Paul  M.  Wexelblat**  1980 

JohnJ.  Kotanchik  1981 

Edward  H.  O'Donoghue.  Jr.  1982 

CONSERVATION  COMMISSION 

William  Ellison  1980 

Eileen  Gerngross  1980 

Cynthia  E.  Torkelsen**  1981 

Saskia  Huising**  1981 

Charles  B.  Freeman  1982 

Judith  A.  Clark  1982 

Brewster  Conant  1982 

Ann  W.Chang*  1981 

Stanton  Collins,  Jr.*  1981 

Associate  Members 

Erin  M.  Lanigan  1980 

HISTORICAL  COMMISSION 

Robert  H.  Nylander  1980 

Marian  E.  H.  Houghton  1980 

Anita  Dodson  1981 

William  Klauer  1981 


Associate  Members 

Nancye  D.  Tuttle  1982 

Nan  R.  Casselbury  1982 

Charles  L.  Coggins  1980 


Appointments 
Made  by  Town  Manager 

ADMINISTRATIVE  ASSISTANT 
TO  THE  TOWN  MANAGER 


Joseph  W.  Nevins  1980 

ASSISTANT  ASSESSOR 

Victor  E.  Stewart  1980 

BOARD  OF  HEALTH 

Donald  R.  Gilberti  1980 

Louis  A.  Beauregard  1981 

Norman  W.  F.  Higgins  1981 

BUILDING  COMMISSIONER 

Don  P.  Johnson  1980 

LOCAL  BUILDING  INSPECTOR 

Michael  Butler  1980 

CEMETERY  COMMISSIONERS 

Charles  F.  Putnam  1980 

Harlan  E.  Tuttle  1981 

Howard  F.  Jones  1982 
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CONSTABLES 

DavidJ.  Allen 
Joseph  C.  Brown 
DavidJ.  Carpenter 
FrederickJ.  Hryniewich 
Charles  A.  Morehouse 
Robert  S.  Rhodes 


1980 
1980 
1980 
1980 
1980 
1980 


COUNCIL  ON  AGING 

R.  Donald  Biron  1980 

Anna  H.  Reip  1980 

Margaret  A.  Rennie  1980 

James  H.  Sargent,  Jr.  1980 

Barbara  K.  Smith  1980 

Ethel  Mitchell  Smith  1980 

Anne  T.  Staples  1980 

Associate  Members 

Barbara  K.  Willson  1980 

DEPUTY  BUILDING  INSPECTOR 

David  F.Abbt  1980 

DEPUTY  FOREST  WARDEN 

Edward  Belmont  1980 

Bernard  Caouette  1980 

Donald  F.  Copeland  1980 

Clarence  G.  Frost  1980 

DEPUTY  INSPECTOR  OF  GAS  PIPING 
&  GAS  APPLIANCES 

Warren  E.  Bemis  1980 


LT.  OFFICER  IN  CHARGE  OF  FIRE 
PREVENTION  BUREAU 

Robert  C.  Craig 


CAPTAINS 


Edward  Belmont 
Bernard  Caouette 


Donald  Copeland 
Clarence  G.  Frost 


FIREFIGHTERS 
Forrest  Emerson  Bean,  III  David  G.  Nichols 

David  Calkins  Timothy  Pattee 

Joseph  Conquest  Carl  Robinson 

Wayne  Arthur  Decker  Peter  Alan  Robinson 

Milton  Hart  Paul  Simeone 

Clifford  Kenneth  Hicks  Wm.  H.  Soar,  Jr. 

Stephen  Huntley  Charles  Sweet 

James  Stephen  Kessler  Bruce  L.  Vinal 

William  Klauer  George  B.  Williams,  III 

James  Young 


FIREFIGHTERS  EMT 
Edward  Bennett  William  M.  Primiano 

James  Fenton  Brian  Richter 

Richard  O  Leary  Brent  Wheeler 

Robert  A.  Vanderhoof 


DEPUTY  INSPECTOR  OF  WIRES 

Lawrence  I.  Tucker  1980 


CALL  LIEUTENANTS 
Richard  Gallant  Carl  Simeone 


DIRECTOR  OF  CIVIL  DEFENSE 

Donald  W.  Macaulay  1980 

DIRECTOR  OF  PUBLIC  HEALTH 

Steven  Calichman  1980 


DOG  OFFICER 


Patrick  Palmer 


FENCE  VIEWER 

David  F.  Abbt 

Andrew  H.  Hendrickson 

FIELD  DRIVER 

William  J.  Durkin,  Jr. 
Andrew  H.  Hendrickson 

FIRE  CHIEF 

Malcolm  S.  MacGregor 

FIREMEN 

(Standing  Appointments) 


1980 


1980 
1980 


1980 
1980 


1980 


CALL  FIREFIGHTERS 

Acton  Center  Station 
Mark  Deloury  Robert  Sabourin 

Gary  Finneault  Bruce  Stone 

William  Hartman  Richard  Swenson 

Fisher  Hills.  Jr.  Scott  Vanderhoof 


Dana  Flint 
Kendall  Hicks 
David  Hillman 
Warren  Mallard 
Dean  Melanson 


South  Acton  Station 

Allen  Nelson 
Eric  Nelson 
James  Patton 
Robert  W.  Puffer,  III 
Wm.  H.  Soar 

AlanJ.  Waters 


West  Acton  Station 
Gregory  Bemis  Edward  Powers 

William  Benevilli  Keith  A.  Robinson 

Hayden  Duggan  Michael  Smith 

Stewart  Kennedy  Bruce  M.  Stamski 

Charles  Nevala  Stephen  Tolman 
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Scenes  of  Acton:  winter  near  the  library  by  Wendy  Dreier  (upper  left);  Acton's  ambulance  in  summer  by  Pat 
Ferrara  (lower  left);  a  police  cruiser  by  Wendy  Morey  (upper  right);  waiting  for  the  school  bus  by  Anita  Seifer 
(middle  right);  and  pest  control  by  Tom  Billingsley  (lower  right),  collage  by  Lori  Janes 
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AUXILIARY  FIREFIGHTERS 

Douglas  Stone,  Captain 
Norman  Nicholson,  Lieutenant 
Jeffrey  Hillman,  Lieutenant 
Dean  Melanson,  Training  Officer 


PATROLMEN 


Gregg  Bemis 
Gerald  Butler,  Jr. 
Kenneth  March 
Curtis  Smith,  Jr. 
William  Soar,  3rd 
Gary  Whittaker 


James  Boothroyd 
Leonard  Kendall,  Jr. 

Peter  Olson 
David  Soar 
Bruce  Stone 
William  Wilhide 


In  addition,  we  have  a  team  of  advisors,  Robert 
Vanderhoof,  William  Soar,  Jr.,  James  Fenton  and 
William  Klauer. 

FOREST  WARDEN 

Malcolm  S.  MacGregor  1980 

INSPECTOR  OF  ANIMALS 

Patrick  Palmer  1980 

INSPECTOR  OF  GAS  PIPING  & 
GAS  APPLIANCES 

Joseph  G.  Perry  1980 

INSPECTOR  OF  WIRES 

Leslie  F.  Parke  1980 

KEEPER  OF  THE  LOCKUP 

Chauncey  R.  Fenton,  Jr.  1980 

METROPOLITAN  AREA  PLANNING 
COUNCIL 

William  C.  Sawyer  1982 


PERMANENT  BUILDING  COMMITTEE 


Peter  L.  Morbeck 
Donald  M.  Perkins 
John  R.  Folsom** 
Thomas  J.  Regan,  Jr. 
Edward  L.  Morrill 
James  A.  Kazokas* 


1981 
1981 
1981 
1982 
1982 
1982 


POLICE  DEPARTMENT 
Civil  Service 

(Standing  Appointments) 

CHIEF 
Chauncey  R.  Fenton  ,  Jr. 

SERGEANTS 
Robert  S.  Rhodes  George  W.  Robinson 

John  T.  McNiff  Robert  P.  MacLeod 

Robert  L.  Parisi 


Donald  M.  Bresnick 
Paul  J.  Cogan 
Charles  Leo  Coggins 
George  J.  Dristilaris 
Lawrence  A.  Dupont 
Brian  R.  Goodman 
Bernard  W.  Harrison 
William  N.  Hayes 


Ronald  E.  Johnson 
Stephen  John  McCarthy 
Paul  V.  McGovern,  Jr. 

Bruce  Alan  Nadeau 
Calvin  Homer  O'Coin 
Dennis  D.  Thompson,  Sr. 
Thomas  Joseph  Rogers 
FrancisJ.  Widmayer 


DISPATCHER 


James  V.  McPadden 


CHAPLAIN 


Roger  W.  Wooton 


SPECIAL  OFFICERS 
Edmond  Daigneault    W.  R.  Grace  Co. 


WESTFORD-SPECIAL  POLICE 
OFFICERS-ACTON 
Joseph  R.  Connell 
Edward  Cossette 
Douglas  L.  Deware 
David  Hogg 
Sylvio  Brule 
Francis  Chandonait 
Cleveland  Coats 
Hervey  Cote 
Warren  DeForge 
James  Doolin 
William  Duggan 
Eric  Gordon 
Patrick  Haran 
James  Hayes 
George  Higgins 
Terence  Kane 
Milton  Kenney 
George  MacGregor,  Jr. 
Paul  Montiminy 
Raymond  V  .  Peachey 
Timothy  Pomerleau 
Edward  P.  Rochon 
Joseph  Roy 
Robert  Smith 
Robert  Welch 


MATRONS 


June  Carney 
MarjoryJ.  Davis 
Muriel  B.  Flannery 
Natacha  MacGregor 
Terry  Moore 
Christine  M.  Joyce 


1980 


1980 


1980 


1980 

1980 

1980 

1980 

1980 

1980 

1980 

1980 

1980 

1980 

1980 

1980 

1980 

1980 

1980 

1980 

1980 

1980 

1980 

1980 

1980 

1980 

1980 

1980 

1980 


1980 
1980 
1980 
1980 
1980 
1980 
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AUXILIARY  POLICE  OFFICERS 

RECREATION  COMMISSION 

Kenneth  Sundberg                     Raymond  P 

aul  Grey 

Charles  A.  Morehouse 

1980 

Dean  Charter                                           Charles  Day 

William  P.  Avril 

1981 

Bruce  Smith                                      Matthew  Benson 

Deven  L.  Scott 

1981 

Raymond  I. a  Rot  he                          Jack  Ba 

tchelder 

Carol  N.  Mahoney 

1982 

Teresa  Moore                               Bruce  E.  Guenard 

Beatrice  C.  Perkins 

1982 

Donald  Macaulay  -  Director 

RECREATION  DIRECTOR 

SEARCH  &  RESCUE  TEAM 

Thomas  M.  Haggerty 

1980 

EXPLORER  POST  7 

Seth  Campbell                                        Laura  Patton 

SEALER  OF  WEIGHTS  &  MEASURES 

Craig  Codieux  Rosemary 

Vanaria 

Dana  Clark  Flint 

1980 

Jeff  Dudley                                        Roberta  Vanaria 

Michael  Dudley                                         Cindy  Look 

STREET  LIGHTING  COMMITTEE 

Kathv  Ellis                                          Mark  Patterson 

Booth  D. Jackson 

1980 

Liz  Gonzales                                      Jeanne  Gauthier 

H.  Stuart  MacGregor 

1980 

M.uk  Kennedy                                       Steve  Chaney 

Leslie  F.  Parke 

1980 

Ann  LaPorte                                      Kathy  Stanton 

Wendy  Lovvry                                      Nick  Nicholson 

SUPERINTENDENT  OF  CEMETERIES 

Jill  Macaulay                                          Allaura  Fligg 

T.  F.  Stewart  Kennedy 

1980 

Sandy  Macaulay                                           Ann  Ellis 

Kevin  Martin                                   Mary  Beth  March 

SUPERINTENDENT  OF  INSECT 

Donald  Macaulay  -  Director 

PEST  CONTROL 
Franklin  H.  Charter 

1980 

Cleve  W.    Laird   -   Medical  Team   -  Civil 

Defense 

Ronald  IT  Rosenphal  -  Communications  -  Civil 

Defense 

SUPERINTENDENT  OF  STREETS 

Richard  W.  Wright  -  Communications  -  Civil  Defense 

Allen  H.  Nelson 

1980 

PUBLIC  CEREMONIES  & 

TOWN  BUILDING  LAND 

CELEBRATIONS  COMMITTEE 

ACQUISITION  COMMITTEE 

Richmond  P.  Miller,  Jr. 

1980 

David  F.  Abbt 

1980 

Martha  Steeves 

1980 

RichardJ.  Calandrella 

1980 

David  H.  Donaldson 

1981 

Gerald  B.  Gallagher 

1980 

E.  Wilson  Bursaw 

1981 

Richmond  P.  Miller.  Jr. 

1980 

Roger  M.  Huebsch 

1981 

Michael  G.  Rosenbaum 

1980 

Nancy  Barlow 

1982 

Robert  W.  Ingram 

1982 

TOWN  ENGINEER 

Patricia  McMillan 

1982 

Ralph  W.  Herrick.  Jr. 

TOWN  FOREST  COMMITTEE 
Emery  D.  Nelson 

1980 
1980 

PUBLIC  WEIGHERS 

Franklin  H.  Charter 

1980 

WilliamJ.  Durkin,  Jr. 

1980 

Bernard  W.  Harrison 

1980 

TOWN  REPORT  COMMITTEE 

Robert  S.  Rhodes 

1980 

Stanley  E.  Bielski 

1980 

George  W.  Robinson 

1980 

DennisJ.  Ahern 

1980 

Arthur  P.  Genetti-Foster  Masonry  Products 

1980 

Marilyn  L.  Barstow 

1980 

Alan  D.  Wagner-Foster  Masonry  Products 

1980 

Gregory Jarboe 

1980 

Joseph  A.  Gigliello-Foster  Masonry  Products 

1980 

Janet  E.  Madden 

1980 

Roberta  O'Connell-Foster  Masonry  Products 

1980 

KatharineS.  Kolowich 

1980 

Phyllis  Szidat-Foster  Masonry  Products 

1980 

Maurice  Sagoff 

1980 

Francis  S.  Mazza,  Jr. -Foster  Masonry  Products 

James  A.  Barbato- Assabet  Sand  &  Gravel 
Robert  M.  Greenough- Assabet  Sand  &  Gravel 

1980 
1980 
1980 

TREE  WARDEN 
Franklin  H.  Charter 

1982 

Robert  C.  Nickerson- Assabet  Sand  &  Gravel 

1980 
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VETERANS"  AGENT  &  DIRECTOR  OF 
VETERANS'  SERVICES 
Joseph  W.  Nevins 

VETERANS'  BURIAL  AGENT 
T.  F.  Stewart  Kennedy 

VETERANS'  GRAVES  OFFICER 
T.  F.  Stewart  Kennedy** 
T.  Fredericks.  Kennedy*** 


WORKMEN'S  COMPENSATION  AGENT 
Theron  A.  Lowden 

*  Resigned 
*  *Replaced 
***Deceased 


1980 


1980 


1980 
1980 


1980 


Appointments  Made  by 
School  Committee 

ACTON-BOXBOROUGH 
COMMUNITY  EDUCATION 
ADVISORY  COMMITTEE 

John  W.  Putnam,  Chairman 
Earl  Steeves,  Vice-Chairman 
Vanetta  Hunter,  Secretary 
Janice  Butler 
Selma  Garber 
Marsha  Gratz 
Cindy  Kramer 
Carol  Lake 
Jack  Ormsbee,  Members 


Selectmen  Fred  Kennedy  Dies 


Selectman  and  historian,  the  late  Fred  Kennedy. 


(May  24,  1979) 

Municipal  buildings  were  draped  in  black  last 
week  as  Acton  residents  mourned  the  death  of  their 
elderly  selectman  and  unofficial  historian,  T. 
Fredericks.  Kennedy. 

"Fred"  Kennedy  died  last  Thursday  of  a  heart 
attack  at  his  Arlington  Street  home.  He  was  73  years 
old. 

The  lifelong  resident  of  Acton  had  served  the 
town  in  various  posts  with  the  cemetery  and  fire 
departments,  and  worked  to  preserve  its  history.  Last 
spring  he  won  the  selectmen's  seat  by  a  wide  margin 
after  an  unsuccessful  attempt  the  year  before. 

Kennedy  and  his  wife  Marjorie  celebrated  their 
50th  wedding  anniversary  last  spring. 

As  the  town's  historical  expert,  Kennedy  was  the 
chairman  of  the  Archives  Committee  for  more  that  20 
years,  and  a  member  of  the  Acton  Historical  Society, 
for  which  he  had  written  several  papers. 

His  work  with  the  Cemetery  department  began 
when  he  was  a  teenager,  working  for  his  grandfather, 
the  superintendent.  He  succeeded  his  father  and 
grandfather  in  the  post,  and  also  joined  the 
Massachusetts  Cemetery  Association. 

He  attended  Concord  High  School  as  other  Acton 
students  of  his  era  did  and  went  to  work  immediately 
after  graduation. 
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The  retired  town  employee  was  still  serving  as  a 
constable  and  volunteer  fireman  at  the  time  of  his 
death.  He  had  served  on  the  auxiliary  police  force  as  a 
special  officer. for  20  years  until  1974.  He  had  also 
been  a  trustee  of  the  Acton  Firemen's  Relief  Fund 
since  1941 . 

Kennedy  served  as  the  town's  veteran's  burial 
agent. 

As  one  of  Acton's  senior  citizen  proponents,  he 
took  part  in  the  planning  of  its  first  elderly  housing 
project  by  serving  on  the  advisory  committee.  He  also 
participated  in  the  group  known  as  Shaping  Acton's 
Future. 

Kennedy  was  a  member  of  the  town's  Republican 
Club     and     the     Nashoba     Valley  Sportsmens' 


Association.  He  was  a  past  master  of  the  Charles  A. 
Welch  lodge  of  Masons  in  Maynard,  and  was  an  active 
supporter  of  the  Boy  Scouts  for  many  years. 

Besides  his  wife,  he  leaves  two  sons,  Stewart  of 
Boxborough  and  Ernest  of  Maynard;  a  daughter,  Mrs. 
Shirley  Smith  of  Acton;  10  grandchildren,  and  two 
great  grandchildren. 

Funeral  services  were  held  last  Saturday 
afternoon  at  the  West  Acton  Baptist  Church.  Burial 
was  in  Mt.  Hope  Cemetery. 

Donations  in  his  memory  may  be  sent  to  the  West 
Acton  Baptist  Church  or  the  American  Heart 
Association. 

By  Mary  Poole 
Reprinted  by  permission  of  the  Acton  Minuteman 


At  Large 


Citizen  participation  in  Town  affairs  by  diverse 
groups  outside  the  traditional  governmental  structure 
has  been  on  the  increase  in  1979,  an  encouraging 
answer  to  those  critics  who  have  commented  on  a 
seeming  lack  of  involvement  on  the  part  of  most 
townspeople.  This  greater  show  of  interest  is  mainly 
due  to  the  scope  and  diversity  of  issues  that  have 
arisen,  affecting  larger  numbers  of  residents.  The 
need  for  thoughtful  and  prompt  action  has  brought 
out  activists  on  many  fronts:  the  Route  2  upgrading 
controversy,  the  new  prison  site  proposal,  a  planned 
school  closing,  gravel  pit  operations,  condominium 
conversions,  a  proposed  Town  Charter  revision, 
railroad  train  problems  and  many  others. 

Activism  and  citizen  participation  in  Town  affairs 
takes  many  forms.  What  follows  are  the  results  some  of 
them  initiated  in  the  form  of  human  endeavor  and 
accomplishment.  These  are  not  necessarily  represen- 
tative, but  are  meant  as  an  informal  tribute  to  all  who 
give  something  of  themselves  to  help  make  Acton  the 
town  it  is. 

Volunteerism 

Volunteer  workers  are  so  much  a  part  of  our  town 
operations  that  to  list  them  all  would  be  impossible  in 
a  concise  report.  Hundreds  of  townspeople  contribute 
their  time  and  effort  to  facilitate  the  work  of  Town 
departments,  commissions,  schools,  social  services  and 
a  host  of  programs  that  enrich  our  community  life. 

One  could  choose  at  random  among  these 
activities  for  inspiring  examples  of  volunteerism.  An 
example  can  be  found  in  the  workings  of  the 
Volunteer  Program  of  the  Acton-Boxborough 
Regional  School  District,  to  which  some  400  parents 


have  contributed  during  the  1978-79  school  year 
as  tutors,  clerical  assistants,  classroom  aides,  library 
help,  and  in  audiovisual,  science,  art  guidance, 
and  a  score  of  other  activities.  This  makes  for 
greater  teaching  effectiveness  and  provides  students 
with  emotional  support  and  enrichment.  The  value 
of  these  volunteer  contributions  during  the  school 
year  has  been  calculated  to  be  easily  worth  many 
thousands  of  tax  dollars,  not  to  mention  the  spirit 
of  cooperation  and  sense  of  accomplishment  enjoyed 
by  the  participants. 

"The  use  of  aides  greatly  facilitated  the  remedial 
English  program  and  Vision-Hearing  screening  of  the 
student  body,"  according  to  Clifford  A.  Card, 
principal  of  the  Junior  High  School.  A  series  of  seven 
mini-courses  conducted  by  volunteers  at  the  Junior 
High  School  included:  You  and  the  Law;  Plant 
Care;  Chinese  Cookery;  Horsemanship;  and  Posters 


Selma  Garber,  the  coordinator  of  volunteers  for 
the  Acton  school  system,  discusses  her  work  with  a 
parent  over  the  phone  (Kath  Kolowich  photo) 
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and  Murals.  Both  Junior  and  Senior  High  School 
students  participate  in  area  mental  health  programs 
for  retarded  children;  and  parents  attended 
educational  seminars  on  alcohol  and  adolescent 
behavior. 

The  volunteer  program  is  attracting  senior 
citizens  who  tutor  and  bring  their  specialties  to  the 
classroom  and  run  after-school  activities. 

Says  Mrs.  Selma  R.  Garber,  Coordinator  of 
Volunteers:  "Before  the  existence  of  this  program 
there  was  parental  interest  and  energy  in  abundance, 
but  no  way  to  channel  it.  Now  parents  and  others  from 
the  community  freely  come  and  go."  She  notes,  as  a 
sidelight,  that  "the  confidence  gained  through 
volunteering  has  led  many  to  resume  full-time  outside 
employment,  yet  their  loyalty  keeps  them  on  our  roster 
as  evening  chaperones  or  week-end  recruiters." 

****** 

So  many  volunteers,  young  and  old,  are  serving  in 
so  many  capacities  that  it  might  be  an  injustice  to 
single  out  any  one  for  individual  mention. 
Nevertheless,  as  an  instance  of  the  devotion  and  self- 
effacement  of  this  breed  of  humanitarians,  one  could 
well  point  to  the  example  of  Karl  Goedecke  who  served 
as  a  volunteer  at  Emerson  Hospital  almost  up  to  the 
last  day  of  his  life. 

Karl  had  come  to  Acton  four  years  earlier  from 
Hazelton,  Pa.,  where  he  and  his  late  wife  had  owned  a 
bookshop.  After  settling  in  at  his  apartment  on  Great 
Road,  Karl,  who  was  then  semi-retired,  looked  around 
for  volunteer  work  and  found  his  niche  at  Emerson 
Hospital,  working  at  the  reception  desk  during 
evening  hours.  An  elderly  man,  he  was  far  from  robust 
in  health,  but  he  drove  to  and  from  work  with 
unfailing  regularity,  priding  himself  on  hardly  missing 
a  day  of  his  schedule  despite  bad  weather  and  personal 
discomfort.  From  1976  until  his  death  in  the  Fall  of 
1979,  he  put  in  over  2000  hours  of  volunteer  service  at 
Emerson,  assisting  patients  and  their  families.  A  tall, 
gentlemanly  figure,  he  had  the  kindly  manner  and 
capability  that  made  things  seem  more  bearable  to 
those  who  were  suffering.  When  he  was  honored  with 
the  American  Hospital  Association  "pin"  award  for  his 
hours  of  service,  he  commented  quietly,  "I've  never 
found  any  work,  paid  or  unpaid,  as  rewarding  as  my 
worl  at  the  hospital." 

Of  such  is  the  kingdom  of  Volunteers. 

Katherine  Kinsley 

(June  28,  1979) 

Miss  Katherine  Kinsley,  our  Miss  Kitty,  has  gone 
to  her  rest,  her  final  liberation.  She  died  Saturday, 
June  23  at  the  Suburban  Manor  Nursing  Home  at  the 
age  of  74  years.  She  was  so  full  of  life,  so  full  of  childish 
wonder,  that  it  is  difficult  to  accept  her  death.  Kitty 


The  late  Kitty  Kinsley  was  one  of  the  town's  most 
active  citizens.  (Beacon  Communications  photo) 

had  a  zest  for  life  and  learning  that  many  admired  and 
envied,  and  even  when  her  final  illness  confined  her  to 
her  bed,  she  never  quite  lost  those  qualities. 

She  was  once  described  as  "mercurial",  and  that 
description  still  fits.  She  was  a  teacher,  psychologist 
and  a  romanticist;  a  fighter  to  the  very  end. 

Miss  Kitty  Kinsley  was  born  in  Acton  on  Central 
St.  and  lived  there  all  her  life  across  the  street  from  the 
house  where  she  was  born.  She  was  a  teacher  in  the 
Maynard  School  system  for  26  years  until  her 
retirement  in  1971.  Convinced  that  knowledge  opens 
up  new  horizons,  Miss  Kinsley  constantly  sought  to 
improve  her  mind  and  even  after  her  retirement  she 
continued  to  take  courses  in  such  things  as  Spanish 
and  Investment  Security. 

A  woman  who  was  always  liberated,  in  her  own 
words,  she  accomplished  whatever  she  set  out  to  do, 
always  seeking  to  achieve  her  full  potential.  She  said 
at  one  time  that  people  might  wonder  why,  since  she 
felt  so  strongly  about  achieving  one's  potential,  she 
remained  in  her  own  home  town,  never  venturing  far 
afield.  Recognizing  the  contradiction  in  her  own 
philosophy,  she  maintained  that  she  had  made  a 
conscious  commitment  to  herself  and  the  community, 
and  it  was  never  necessary  for  her  to  leave  in  order  to 
achieve  her  own  potential. 

Active  in  many  things,  and  always  a  driving  force 
in  the  community,  it  was  her  work  with  children  that 
gave  her  the  greatest  sense  of  accomplishment.  She  felt 
that  having  the  opportunity  to  have  influence  over 
children,  to  be  able  to  open  their  eyes  and  ears  and 
minds  to  all  of  the  wonders  of  the  world,  was  by  far  the 
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most  rewarding  experience  of  her  life.  She  was  a  happy 
person,  her  good  humor  and  enthusiasm  was 
contagious,  and  her  influence  over  the  hundreds  of 
children  who  passed  through  her  classes  over  the  years 
can  be  seen  in  the  happy,  successful  adults  they  have 
become.  Even  after  her  retirement  she  continued  to 
hear  from  her  former  students  and  their  parents  who 
made  it  a  point  to  contact  her  to  let  her  know  how  they 
were  doing,  and  to  thank  her  for  what  she  had  done 
for  them  -  for  inspiring  them  to  reach  for  the  stars. 

Miss  Kitty  was  a  familiar  face  around  town  and 
she  always  took  an  active  interest  in  town  affairs.  She 
was  a  frequent  visitor  to  the  Town  Hall  and  followed 
the  Selectmen's  meetings  closely.  Regarded  as  an  ex 
officio  member  of  the  Board,  she  spoke  up  on  many 
issues  which  concerned  her  and  her  opinion  was  high- 
ly regarded.  One  of  her  concerns  was  for  the  safety  of 
West  Acton  Square,  both  for  pedestrians  and 
motorists,  and  whenever  the  subject  comes  up,  the 
area  is  referred  to  as  "Kitty's  Corner". 

Miss  Kinsley  earned  her  Master  of  Education 
degree  and  took  additional  course  credits  to  be 
certified  as  a  Massachusetts  Special  Class  teacher  and 
a  School  Phychologist.  She  was  one  of  only  300 
psychologists  in  the  state.  She  had  also  completed  a 
four-year  course  in  Natural  Sciences  at  the  Harvard 
University  Biological  Laboratories.  She  was  a  charter 
member  of  the  Maynard  PTA  and  the  Teachers' 
Association  and  a  charter  member  of  the  Acton 


League  of  Women  Voters.  She  was  a  member  of  the 
Acton  Historical  Society,  the  Emerson  Hospital 
Auxiliary,  Theatre  III,  the  Massachusetts  School 
Psychologists  Association,  the  Retired  Teachers 
Association,  and  a  member  of  the  Retired  State, 
County  and  Municipal  Employees  Association.  She 
served  as  a  member  of  the  Acton  Town  Meeting 
Attendance  Study  Committee,  participated  in  a  survey 
of  local  attendance  at  Town  Meetings  and  made 
several  recommendations  to  improve  attendance. 

Her  philosophy  towards  life  was  summed  up  in 
this  way:  "In  your  later  years,  you  are  either  a  better 
or  worse  replica  of  yourself  as  you  were  in  your  active 
years,"  Her  aim,  she  once  said,  was  to  be  an  A-plus 
replica  of  herself  on  her  100th  birthday. 

Miss  Kitty  Kinsley  didn't  reach  her  100th 
birthday,  but  she  did  make  the  grade. 

by  Dorris  Hillberg 
Reprinted  by  permission  of  the  Assabet  Valley  Beacon 


A-B  Jamboree 

A-B  Jamboree,  a  two  day  festival  of  arts, 
entertainment,  fun  and  community  spirit  that  was  in 
the  planning  stages  for  over  a  year,  finally  happened 
on  August  4  and  5.  The  extensive  activities  and  events 
of  the  enjoyable  festival  were  spread  throughout  the 


Citizens  participate  in  town  activities  in  many  ways.  Here,  scores  take  dance  instruction  during  the  A-B 
Jamboree.  (Beacon  Communications  photo) 
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Bill  Ryan  (right),  the  Acton-Boxborough  Community  Education  director,  rewards  Jack  Ormsbee  (left), 
the  A-B  Jamboree  coordinator,  for  getting  more  citizens  involved  in  a  town  activity  than  anyone  since  King 
George  fll.  His  is  being  awarded  an  original  artwork  depicting  the  spirit  of  the  Jamboree,  created  by  Acton 
artist  Alfred  Olschewski.  (Beacon  Communications  photo) 


buildings  and  grounds  of  the  Acton-Boxborough 
Regional  Junior  and  Senior  High  Schools. 

A  large  crafts  show,  featuring  quality  crafts 
products  and  demonstrations,  was  held  both  days  on 
the  lawn  in  front  of  the  Junior  High  School,  while  a 
juried  art  show  was  hung  in  the  school's  hallway 
adjacent  to  the  Blanchard  Auditorium.  There  were 
hang-gliding  demonstrations,  aviation  events, 
children's  programs,  lectures,  a  road  race,  a  literary 
contest,  poetry  readings,  musical  extravaganzas, 
dances,  folk  singing,  classical  music,  blue-grass 
groups,  ethnic  foods,  a  biking  race,  hot  air  balloons 
and  more.  Jamboree  was  a  happening-an  event  that 
was  fun  for  all  and  all  for  fun  -  a  bright  spot  in  the 
town's  year. 

Under  the  direction  of  Jack  Ormsbee  with  the 
assistance  of  Community  Education  coordinator  Bill 
Ryan  and  over  a  hundred  volunteers,  the  programs 
and  activities  attracted  enthusiastic  throngs  from  the 
immediate  area,  as  well  as  people  from  farther  away, 
who  heard  about  Jamboree  through  the  news  media. 
Estimates  ranged  from  5,000  to  10,000  as  to  the 
numbers  who  came,  participated  and  enjoyed  the 
Jamboree. 

Through  the  efforts  of  the  many  volunteers  who 
gave  so  generously  of  their  time  and  the  enthusiastic 
acceptance  of  those  who  came,  the  first  Jamboree  most 
certainly  was  the  success  everyone  had  hoped  it  would 
be.  There  was  a  tremendous  feeling  of  community 
involvement  and  pride  that  first  weekend  in  August. 

Based  on  the  success  of  the  first  Jamboree,  plans 
are  now  underway  for  A-B  Jamboree,  1980,  which  will 
be  held  during  the  first  weekend  of  August,  1980. 


Charter  Commission 

A  successful  petition  drive  took  place  during  the 
fall  to  place  on  the  ballot  the  election  of  a  nine- 
member  Charter  Commission  during  the  April  7,  1980 
election.  The  petition  group  was  initiated  by  former 
Town  Clerk  Charles  MacRae,  and  attracted  other 
citizens  who  felt  it  was  time  for  a  formal  review  of  the 
present  Charter,  adopted  in  1969.  Many  queued-up 
Post  Office  patrons  will  remember  Christmas  1979  as 
the  one  during  which  they  were  firmly  but  politely 
accosted  by  former  Town  Moderator  John  Putnam  in 
his  last-minute  drive  for  additional  signatures. 

The  Commission's  work  will  involve  the  holding 
of  public  sessions  for  citizens  to  express  their  views.  It  is 
required  by  law  to  report  recommendations  to  the 
Town  within  18  months;  the  Town  would  then  vote  on 
whether  to  accept  or  reject  the  Commission's 
recommendations. 


Environment 

Environmental  concerns,  both  related  to  other 
activities  such  as  development  and  sand  and  gravel 
removal,  as  well  as  in  their  own  right,  were  in  the 
forefront  during  1979. 

The  objections  raised  by  residents  to  the  danger, 
fumes,  and  noise  from  trains  left  idling  overnight  gave 
rise  to  frequent  visits  to  Town  Hall  by  the  "Maple 
Street  irregulars"  to  voice  their  concerns  to  the 
Selectmen.  The  trains  now  move  on  to  the  end  of  the 
line  in  Gardner. 
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The  issue  that  galvanized  the  greatest  number  of 
citizens  to  get  involved  in  decision  making  with 
Town  officials  and  other  authorities  was  the  matter  of 
water  pollution  and  the  future  of  Acton's  water 
supply.  With  the  closing  of  two  major  wells  (Assabet 
#1  and  #2)  due  to  contamination,  Acton  was  deprived 
of  40  per  cent  of  its  water  supply.  Confronted  with  an 
acute  problem,  a  group  of  residents  organized  the 
Acton  Citizens  for  Environmental  Safety  (ACES)  to 
deal  with  present  and  potential  dangers  to  our 
environment.  They  perhaps  unwittingly  also 
represented  the  large  number  of  citizens  who  were  not 
satisfied  with  official  efforts  to  halt  known  instances  of 
pollution,  and  gave  them  a  constructive  channel  for 
relieving  their  frustration. 

This  group  of  highly  motivated  citizens  called  on 
the  Selectmen  for  action  against  polluters,  then  took 
the  issue  to  State  and  Federal  environmental  agencies. 
Drawing  on  professional  expertise,  ACES  developed 
information  and  evidence  which,  coupled  with  the 
findings  of  the  Goldberg-Zoino  hydrogeological  study, 
brought  pressure  to  bear  on  the  W.R.  Grace  Company 
to  cease  dumping  hazardous  wastes  in  Acton.  At  the 
year-end,  the  issue  was  still  being  pressed,  and  ACES 
was  collaborating  with  State  environmental  agencies, 
the  Attorney-General,  the  Acton  Board  of  Health  and 


Board  of  Selectmen,  and  the  independent  Acton 
Water  Supply  District  to  enforce  the  clean-up 
demands. 

ACES  activities  during  the  past  year  included: 

1)  The  monitoring  of  decisions  made  by  public 
officials  on  issues  affecting  the  environment. 

2)  Education  of  the  public  through  sponsorship 
of  lectures,  letters  to  newspapers,  press  releases 
and  participation  in  public  meetings. 

3)  Participation  in  the  governmental  process 
including  the  sponsorship  and  passage  of  a 
Town  Meeting  warrant  article  instructing  our 
public  officials  to  notify  all  companies  in 
Acton  to  cease  immediately  the  illegal  disposal 
of  hazardous  materials. 

4)  Establishment  of  a  regional  environmental 
safety  organization  with  neighboring  com- 
munities. 

5)  Enhancing  communication  for  governmental 
groups  at  all  levels  by  calling  to  their  attention 
pertinent  information  already  a  part  of  official 
files.  ****** 
A  Citizen's  Resource  Card  is  included  in  this 
Report  for  those  wishing  to  give  some  of  their  time  and 
abilities  to  the  Town,  or  to  learn  in  more  detail  how  a 
government  like  ours  functions. 


Margaret  Korde  (left)  and  Martha  Koenig  (right)  have  kept  a  watchful  eye  on  the  town's  water  quality  as 
members  of  the  Acton  Citizens  for  Environmental  Safety  (ACES).  (Kath  Kolowich  photo) 
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Issues,  issues  everywhere  ....  Michelle  Paradise's  sketch  (upper  left)  sums  up  the  water  issue  in  Acton.  Ted 
York  presents  the  same  issue  in  a  different  light  (bottom  left).  The  noise  of  idling  trains  at  the  South  Acton 
station  is  depicted  by  Michelle  Olin  (upper  right).  A  solution  to  the  water  problem  is  suggested  by  Andy 
Appleton  (bottom  right). 
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Town  Services 
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Ben  Emerson,  age  12,  depicts  one  of  the  town's  snow  plows  in  acton— something  the  plows  didn't  see  in  the 
winter  of  1979. 
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Highway  Department 


General 

This  year  the  roads  in  District  1  were  swept  first 
followed  by  all  other  town  ways.  West  Square  was 
swept  two  times  a  week,  while  the  Center  and  South 
Square  received  one  sweeping  a  week.  This  started  in 
April  and  ended  in  mid  November.  Next  spring 
District  3  will  be  the  first  district  to  be  swept. 

All  the  trash  barrels  were  painted  light  brown 
with  a  dark  brown  Minuteman  emblem.  This  was 
done  by  the  Girl  Scouts.  These  barrels  were  placed 
where  needed  throughout  the  town. 

The  grass  mowing  and  roadside  mowing  have 
been    done    by    C.E.T.A.    help.    This  program, 


face  lifting.  All  the  area  was  regraded,  loam  was 
added,  and  it  was  reseeded. 

The  Highway  Department  installed  a  new 
wheelchair  ramp,  sidewalk,  and  catchbasin  at  the 
entrance  of  the  Center  Library.  The  side  railing  will 
be  installed  the  first  of  the  year;  and  the  side  lawn  will 
be  graded,  loamed,  and  seeded  in  the  spring. 

The  Conant  School  ball  field  is  being  improved. 
All  the  loam  was  removed,  and  fill  hauled  in  so  that  the 
field  will  be  raised  one  foot.  In  the  spring  it  will  be 
loamed  and  seeded  and  the  backstop  relocated. 

The  intersection  of  Taylor  and  Minot  Roads  was 


Believe  it  or  not,  this  car  made  it  through  the  late  January  flood  which  covered  the  corner  of  Deacon  Hunt 
Drive  and  Route  111.  (Owen  O'Rourke  photo) 


terminated  on  December  21,  helped  the  Highway 
Department  a  great  deal. 

All  damaged  guard  rails  and  berms  were  repaired 
or  replaced  where  needed. 

Granite  curbing  was  installed  around  the  islands 
at  the  intersection  of  Summer  and  Central  Streets  and 
the  intersection  of  Martin  and  Central  Streets.  These 
will  be  loamed  and  seeded  in  the  spring.  The 
Department  will  be  doing  one  or  two  of  these  islands 
each  year  in  an  effort  to  make  the  area  more 
attractive. 

The  area  at  the  rear  of  the  Center  Library  had  a 


reconstructed.  A  telephone  pole  was  relocated, 
drainage  installed,  the  island  was  loamed,  and  a 
portion  of  both  roads  had  hot  top  applied. 

A  new  septic  system  was  installed  at  the  South 
Acton  Fire  Station.  This  was  quite  a  project  because  of 
the  ground  water. 

Drainage 

The  drainage  program  is  getting  down  to  a 
controllable  size.  Hopefully,  this  coming  year  will 
bring  our  large  projects  down  to  three  or  four. 

A  large  culvert  was  replaced  on  Arlington  Street 
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near  Charter  Road.  A  large  culvert  collapsed  on  North 
Main  Street  and  the  Department  repaired  it  with 
granite  until  fall.  At  that  time  a  coated  metal  culvert 
was  installed. . 

Quite  a  bit  of  subdrain  work  was  done  on 
Brucewood  Road.  A  manhole  was  installed  on 
Coughlin  Street  which  tied  a  driveway  into  the  town 
system.  A  new  catch  basin  was  installed  on  Central 
Street  at  Downey.  A  subdrain  was  installed  on  Wright 
Terrace. 

All  catch  basins  were  cleaned  with  problem  basins 
receiving  a  second  cleaning. 

The  older  catch  basins  are  now  starting  to  be 
more  noticeable.  If  any  townspeople  see  a  manhole 
or  a  catch  basin  sinking  more  on  one  side  than  the 
other,  call  the  Highway  Department.  We  will  check  it 
as  it  could  be  hazardous. 

Primary  and  Secondary  Roads 

This  year  the  Highway  Department  spent  a  lot  of 
time  getting  the  roads  ready  for  surfacing.  Most  of  the 
large  rocks  were  removed  from  Brucewood  Road, 
Piper  Road,  Paul  Revere  Road,  Carlisle  Road,  Stow 
Street,  and  Prospect  Street.  These  roads  had  stones 
which  ranged  in  size  from  a  football  to  a  bathtub. 
These  stones  kept  coming  up  from  the  action  of  the 
frost. 

The  following  streets  received  a  leveling  course  or 
were  patched,  then  swept  and  received  a  coat  of 
asphalt.  This  was  covered  with  stone  which  was  rolled 
in  and  the  excess  was  swept  up. 


Birch  Ridge  Road 
Braebrook  Road 
Carlisle  Road 
Cherry  Ridge  Road 
Conant  Street 
Country  Club  Road 
Esterbrook  Road 
Fairway  Road 
Faulkner  Hill  Road 
Flagg  Road 
Forest  Road 
Hillcrest  Road 


Liberty  Street 
Minot  Street  (Part) 
North  Street 
Piper  Road 
Pope  Road 
Quarry  Road 
South  Street 
Stow  Street 
Strawberry  Hill  Road 
Wetherbee  Street 
Wheeler  Lane 
Woodbury  Lane 


Juniper  Ridge  Road 

The  following  streets  received  a  coat  of  Type  I 
concrete: 

Central  Street  from  Windsor  Avenue  to  Elm 
Street.  This  was  bermed  where  needed,  loamed, 
and  seeded.  This  was  the  largest  hot  top  job  for 
the  year. 

Brucewood  Road 

Prospect  Street  from  Main  Street  to  Mass.  Avenue 
Marian  Road 
Paul  Revere  Road 

Willow  Street  From  Marian  to  Town  Line 
Hosmer  Street  from  Route  2  to  Concord  Road 


B.  J.  Holt's  sketch  of  vehicles  waiting  for  gas 
shows  what  the  town's  roads  looked  like  last  spring. 

The  above  streets  received  berm  where  needed 
and  were  then  loamed  and  seeded. 

Stow  Street  from  Martin  to  Robbins  Street 
received  a  coat  of  cold  mix  followed  by  a  coat  of 
asphalt  and  stone.  The  stone  seal  will  not  last  too  long 
because  the  stone  used  on  parts  was  dirty. 

About  300  feet  of  Piper  Road  in  the  vicinity  of 
Oakwood  received  a  cold  mix  job  followed  by  a  coat  of 
asphalt  and  stone. 

Honey  Pot 

The  Highway  Department  is  now  making  one 
holding  lagoon  for  each  two.  We  are  hot  topping  the 
lagoons  and  installing  curbing  on  the  sides.  Previously 
these  deep  lagoons  had  gravel  bottoms  which  become 
very  uneven. 

This  area  has  been  operated  by  a  C.E.T.A. 
employee  for  the  past  few  years.  Now  we  will  have  to 
station  a  Highway  employee  back  in  the  area  again. 

Landfill 

The  landfill  has  been  a  paper  problem  this  year. 
The  Department  has  installed  a  10  foot  fence  along 
Route  2,  through  the  woods,  and  along  Forest  Road. 
The  "kids"  keep  cutting  holes  in  the  fence  so  they  can 
get  to  the  "shopping  center".  The  wind  is  a  problem 
blowing  all  the  loose  papers  away.  If  more  people 
would  bag  their  trash,  it  would  help. 
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Snow 

Sand  barrels  were  placed  at  the  trouble  spots 
along  the  roadsides.  Snow  fence  was  placed  in  the 
open  fields  to  prevent  drifting  of  snow  on  our 
roadways.  Snow  markers  were  placed  in  subdivisions  at 
intersections  and  where  berm  is  a  problem  for 
plowing. 

The  first  sanding  came  on  November  21  and  the 
last  came  on  February  28. 

We  had  only  30  inches  of  snow  requiring  us  to 
plow  only  five  times  and  snow  removal  three  times. 
However,  we  had  to  sand  35  times. 

All  the  snow  equipment  was  repaired  and  painted 
where  needed. 

Sand  and  salt  are  made  available  to  all 
townspeople  in  the  salt  shed  at  the  rear  of  the  Highway 
Building  on  Forest  Road. 


Equipment 

This  year  the  Department  received  the  following 
equipment: 

Anew  Superintendent's  car,  L.T.D.  Ford 

A  new  F-250  Ford  Cab  and  Chassis.  The  old  utility 

body  was  reused. 
A  new  F  700  Ford  Platform  Dump. 
A  new  F-700  Ford  Cab  and  chassis.  The  old  body 

and  catch  basin  cleaner  were  installed. 

On  both  F-700's  plow  frames  were  installed. 
Also  purchased  were  two  Frink  snowplows,  a  trash 
pump,  and  a  trench  compactor  used  in  our  drainage 
work. 

The  above  equipment  is  part  of  our  capital 
expenditure  program. 

I  would  like  to  take  this  opportunity  to  thank  the 
Department  for  their  cooperation  and  many  jobs  well 
done.  Also,  I  would  like  to  thank  all  the  Departments 
for  the  help  they  have  rendered. 

Allen  H.  Nelson 
Superintendent 


Transportation  Advisory  Committee 


The  Transportation  Advisory  Committee  (TAC) 
is  responsible  for  assembling  and  presenting  all  the 
basic  data  necessary  for  the  Town  to  formulate  and  act 
upon  transportation  related  issues.  It  acts  in  an 
advisory  capacity  to  the  Board  of  Selectmen. 


Victor  Srethabhakti  depicts  one  of  the  Budliners 
which  began  to  be  replaced  by  the  B  &  M  Rail- 
road in  1979  with  newer  equipment. 


At  the  Annual  Town  Meeting  in  April,  1979,  the 
Town  voted  to  join  the  Lowell  Regional  Transit 
Authority  (LRTA).  The  TAC  had  reviewed  the 
potential  benefits  and  liabilities  prior  to  Town 
Meeting  and  recommended  to  the  Board  of  Selectmen 
that  the  Town  join.  Membership  became  effective 
May  30,  1979  upon  receipt  of  a  letter  of  approval  from 
the  Executive  Office  of  Transportation  and 
Construction  of  The  Commonwealth  of 
Massachusetts.  John  Hitz,  of  this  committee,  was 
appointed  as  representative  of  the  Acton  Board  of 
Selectman  on  the  LRTA  Advisory  Committee. 

An  immediate  benefit  of  LRTA  membership  was 
the  reduction  of  cost  to  the  Town  for  commuter  rail 
service  to  Boston  from  25%  to  6.25%  of  the  net  opera- 
ting cost,  with  the  remainder  paid  by  the  state  and 
federal  governments. 

In  September  1979,  a  contract  with  the  Leasing 
Systems  Development  Corporation  of  Chelmsford 
became  effective  to  provide  transportation  service  four 
days  per  week  for  the  elderly  and  handicapped  of  the 
Town.  The  service,  known  as  "Road  Runner", 
replaces  that  previously  provided  by  5-K 
Transportation  and  by  F.'SH  volunteers  and  provides 
door-to-door  transportatk  n  for  "shopping,  medical, 
recreation,  visiting  friends  and  the  Nutrition 
Program. 

As  a  member  of  the  LRTA,  Acton  is  responsible 
for  25%  of  any  operating  cost  above  revenue.  The 
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Even  Santa  had  to  contend  with  the  energy  crisis 
according  to  Kevin  Stef  ano. 

Town 

The  Engineering  Department's  function  is  to  pro- 
vide the  Town  Boards,  committees  and  departments 
with  engineering  and  surveying  expertise;  to  design, 
obtain  approvals  for  and  supervise  the  construction  of 
public  works  projects;  to  monitor  the  sanitary  land- 
fill and  septage  disposal  area;  to  evaluate  the  engineer- 
ing aspects  of  reports  and  plans  for  Town  boards  and 
commissions;  to  inspect  site  construction  within  the 
Town  to  insure  conformance  with  plans;  and  to 
maintain  and  update  Town  maps,  atlases,  and  asso- 
ciated files. 

The  Engineering  Department  staff  consists  of 
Ralph  W.  Herrick,  Jr.  P.E.  &  R.L.S.,  Town  Engineer, 
David  F.  Abbt.  R.L.S.,  Assistant  Town  Engineer;  Eric 
K.  Durling,  P.E.,  and  Douglas  P.  Halley,  Junior  Civil 
Engineers;  Margarita  "Gari"  Kloss,  Rodperson;  and 
Elaine  DeCesare,  Secretary.  Mark  S.  Bailey  left  the 
rodperson's  position  in  February  to  take  a  position  at 
Acton  Survey  and  Engineering  Inc.,  and  Secretary, 
Donna  Stacy  who  worked  for  the  Town  for  six  years, 
left  in  June  to  work  for  Digital  Equipment  Corp. 

As  usual  a  large  portion  of  our  time  this  year  was 
occupied  by  Acton's  solid  waste  disposal  problems.  We 
continued  our  monitoring  of  the  Forest  Road  Sanitary 
Landfill.  This  is  accomplished  by  semi-annual 
topographic  surveys.  Our  reports  to  the  Massachusetts 
Department  of  Environmental  Quality  Engineering 
(DEQE)  indicate  that  with  our  present  rate  of  filling 
this  landfill  should  last  until  the  spring  of  1982  as  we 
originally  estimated. 


remainder  of  the  cost  of  this  service  is  shared  by  the 
state  and  federal  governments.  The  TAC,  in 
conjunction  with  the  Council  on  Aging,  developed  the 
specification  for  this  service,  prepared  a  request  for 
quotation,  evaluated  bidders  and  is  responsible  for 
monitoring  and  assessing  the  service.  Sue  Carlson,  an 
Acton  resident,  has  been  hired  by  the  Leasing  Systems 
Development  Corporation  to  drive  the  "Road  Runner" 
van. 

In  related  commuter  rail  issues,  shelters  and  bike 
racks  were  installed  at  the  South  Acton  parking  lot 
during  this  calendar  year. 

Martha  Kleinman  was  appointed  to  the  TAC  in 
July,  1979.  The  committee  meets  at  7:30  p.m.  on  the 
second  and  fourth  Thursdays  each  month  in  the 
Acton-Boxborough  Junior  High  School.  Exceptions 
are  posted  well  in  advance  in  the  Town  Clerk's  office. 

Francis  A.  Flood,  Chairman 
John  Hitz 
Martha  Kleinman 
Curtis  H.  Spenny 


Engineer 

Final  plans  and  operating  procedures  for  the 
proposed  Quarry  Road  Sanitary  Landfill  and  the 
Forest  Road  Refuse  Transfer  Station  were  submitted 
in  October  to  DEQE  for  approval.  This  submitted 
material  was  the  end  result  of  several  years  of  work  for 
Town  officials.  Last  year  we  reported  on  many  of  the 
issues  related  to  the  town's  future  solid  waste  disposal 
system.  In  the  past  year,  meetings  with  the  Board  of 
Selectmen,  Board  of  Health  and  others  resolved  these 
issues  so  that  this  department  was  able  to  finalize  plans 
and  operating  procedures  and  finally  submit  them  to 
the  state  for  approval.  It  is  expected  that  approvals 
will  be  obtained  so  that  funds  can  be  appropriated  and 
preparation  of  the  proposed  facilities  can  begin  during 
the  next  year. 

The  Engineering  Department  was  also  involved 
last  year  in  wastewater  management.  Continuous 
liason  with  the  town's  Wastewater  Management 
Advisory  Committee  in  the  formulation  of  the  local 
wastewater  management  study  ("201"  study)  was  also 
accomplished  during  the  year.  The  purpose  of  this 
study  is  to  determine  a  management  system  to  dispose 
of  the  wastewater  (liquid  waste)  for  the  Town  for  a 
planning  period  of  twenty  years,  (for  more 
information  see  report  from  the  Wastewater  Advisory 
Committee,) 

In  1977  the  Town  received  the  Flood  Insurance 
Study  for  Acton  which  was  prepared  by  the  U.  S. 
Department  of  Housing  and  Urban  Development.  In 
1978  we  began  transferring  this  information  onto  the 
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Town  Contour  Map  Atlas.  During  the  past  year  this 
department  completed  this  task.  In  addition,  this 
department  spent  several  days  in  January  after  the  big 
storm  measuring  flood  water  elevations  to  compare 
them  with  HUD's  elevations  where  they  were  given  and 
establish  flood  elevations  where  HUD  did  not  provide 
them.  Also,  from  the  set  of  contour  maps,  this 
department  estimated  the  amount  of  flood  plain  on 
some  855  individual  parcels  of  land  so  that  the 
assessors  could  reduce  the  assessments  of  these  lots 
accordingly. 

The  Engineering  Department  provided 
construction  supervision  for  the  Highway  Department 
for  several  projects.  A  new  drainage  system  on  Main 
Street  in  South  Acton;  a  cross  culvert  replacement  on 
Arlington  Street;  the  ramp  for  the  handicapped  at  the 
Acton  Memorial  Library;  the  replacement  of  the 
septic  system  at  the  South  Acton  Fire  Station;  the 
upgrading  of  the  Taylor  Road  -  Minot  Avenue 
intersection;  and  a  cross  culvert  replacement  on  Main 
Street  at  Butter  Brook  in  North  Acton  are  the  major 
projects  that  were  supervised.  In  addition  the 
Engineering  Department  began  design  of  a  major 
cross  culvert  replacement  on  River  Street,  a  sidewalk 


Measuring  the  flood  plain  was  one  of  the  many 
activities  of  the  Town  Engineer  in  1979.  (Margot 
Schmidt  photo) 

on  Windsor  Avenue  for  the  Housing  for  the  Elderly 
and  a  sidewalk  on  Pearl  Street.  These  projects  will 
probably  be  constructed  next  year  by  the  Highway 
Department. 

Work  for  the  Cemetery  Commissioners  this  year 
consisted  principally  of  designing  a  new  section  for  Mt. 
Hope  Cemetery.  This  section  was  later  staked  out  for 
construction  and  is  near  completion  at  this  time. 

A  ballfield  was  staked  out  at  the  Conant  School 
for  the  Recreation  Department.  Construction  was 
begun  by  the  Highway  Department;  however,  due  to 
the  lateness  of  the  year  and  other  commitments,  final 
grading  and  seeding  was  suspended  until  next  spring. 

For  the  School  Department  the  Engineering 
Department  staked  out  play  fields  at  the  high  school 
and  prepared  construction  plans  for  piping  a  brook 


near  the  Conant  School.  Piping  the  brook  was 
unacceptable  to  the  Conservation  Commission  so  an 
alternate  design  was  then  prepared  by  this 
department. 

Subdivisions  are  reviewed  and  inspected  by  the 
Engineering  Department  from  initial  submission  to 
completion  of  the  roads.  When  the  plan  is  submitted  a 
comprehensive  engineering  evaluaton  of  all  aspects  of 
a  proposed  subdivision  is  made  based  upon  the  current 
Planning  Board  Rules  and  Regulations.  This  year  a 
modification  of  Pope  Road  Estates,  a  modification  of 
Patriots  Hill  and  Wildwood  Hills  were  reviewed. 

Subdivision  roads  under  construction  this  year 
that  were  inspected  by  this  Department  were: 
Arborwood  Road,  Silver  Hill  Road,  Robert  Road, 
Puritan  Road,  Gerald  Circle,  Torrington  Lane,  Castle 
Drive,  Kingman  Road,  Knowlton  Drive,  Gristmill 
Road,  Windemere  Drive.  Woodchester  Drive,  Proctor 
Street,  Ledge  Rock  Way,  Putnam  Road  and  Guswood 
Road. 

Bond  estimates  were  also  prepared  as  requested 
by  the  Planning  Board  to  cover  the  cost  of 
uncompleted  work  on  subdivision  roads  prior  to  the 
lots  being  released  for  building. 

Setting  and  maintaining  granite  road  bounds  at 
the  beginning  and  ends  of  curves  on  the  exterior 
sidelines  of  streets  is  a  continuing  project  for  the 
Engineering  Department.  These  bounds  are  set  and 
maintained  according  to  Mass.  General  Laws  Chapter 
86,  section  1,  on  laidout  roads  to  delineate  the  road 
right-of-way  and  thereby  aid  abutting  property  owners 
and  private  surveyors  in  establishing  property  lines. 

This  past  year,  the  Engineering  Department 
completed  a  land  survey  of  approximately  four  acres 
that  the  Town  purchased  for  future  expansion  of  the 
police  station.  This  Department  also  started  a  land 
survey  of  the  Concord  Road  Ice  House  Pond  and  the 
"Quin  Land".  The  Town  expects  to  purchase  both 
these  pieces  of  land  next  year. 

On  a  daily  basis,  the  Engineering  Department 
handles  the  routine  tasks  of  inspecting  street  cuts 
related  to  the  installation  of  utilities  and  driveways, 
responding  to  requests  concerning  drainage  problems, 
reviewing  site  plans,  preparing  street  acceptances, 
updating  the  Town  Atlas,  Flood  Plain  Maps,  Zoning 
Maps  and  other  Town  Maps,  providing  the  general 
public  with  information,  and  assisting  the  various 
Town  boards  and  agencies. 

This  Department  will  continue  to  use  its  resources 
to  meet  the  Town's  various  engineering  needs.  We 
appreciate  the  cooperation  received  from  the  other 
Town  Departments,  Boards  and  Committees,  and 
anticipate  further  productive  efforts  in  the  coming 
year. 

Ralph  W.  Herrick 
Town  Engineer 
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Tree  Department 

The  legislation  under  which  the  Tree  Department 
operates  is  found  in  Mass.  General  Laws  Chap.  87. 
This  Chapter  contains  provisions  that  allow  the  Tree 
Warden  to: 

1.  Remove  any  dead  trees  located  along  public 
ways  without  a  prior  hearing. 

2.  Remove  any  dangerous  trees  located  along 
public  ways  without  a  prior  hearing. 

3.  Remove  dead  wood,  low  limbs,  and  small 
brush  that  endangers  or  impedes  the  public 
travelling  along  an  accepted  town  way. 

4.  Plant  shade  trees  on  private  property  within 
20  feet  of  the  street. 

5.  Enforce  provisions  making  it  illegal  for  anyone 
to  affix  signs,  damage,  or  remove  any  public 
shade  trees  without  a  permit. 

6.  Post  and  hold  hearings  concerning  the  removal 
of  any  healthy,  vigorous,  town  trees. 

The  Tree  Department  planted  40  trees,  of  8 
species,  along  public  ways  this  year.  The  majority  of 
these  trees  were  planted  on  easements  on  private 
property.  All  this  work  was  done  by  the  town  tree  crew 
rather  than  a  contractor  to  hold  down  expenses. 

The  1979  Town  Meeting  voted  to  purchase  a  new 
truck  for  the  Tree  Department.  This  truck  has  been 
received  and  equipped  and  is  now  in  service.  Included 
in  the  equipment  installed  on  the  truck  is  a  hydraulic 
pruner,  which  will  facilitate  pruning  back  low  brush 
along  the  streets. 

Sugar  Maple  trees  growing  along  the  older  streets 
in  town  continue  to  decline  in  vigor  due  to  the  effects 
of  road  salt  and  pavement  over  the  roots.  This  maple 
decline  is  not  reversible  by  any  practical  means. 
Maples,  therefore,  constitute  the  bulk  of  the  removals 
performed  by  the  Tree  Dept. 

Dead  and  dangerous  trees  and  branches  were 
removed  along  town  ways  as  part  of  our  continuing 
safety  program.  All  stumps  are  ground  out  below 
grade  for  aesthetic  and  safety  reasons. 

Tree  Department  workers  attended  educational 
sessions  held  by  the  University  of  Massachusetts  and 
the  International  Society  of  Arboriculture. 

A  highly  visible  problem  the  Tree  Department 
has  been  consulted  on  is  the  high  mortality  rate  of 
mature  trees  in  new  subdivisions.  A  large  portion  of 
these  deaths  are  due  to  ignorance  and  neglect  on  the 
part  of  the  developers.  Xerox  copies  of  recommen- 
dations for  dealing  with  construction  injuries  are 
available  at  the  Tree  Department  office  in  the  D.P.W. 
Building. 

Where  possible,  wood  left  over  from  our 
operations  is  left  on  the  side  of  the  road  for  citizens  to 
pick  up.  The  Tree  Department  cannot  deliver  wood  to 


residences.  Wood  chips  are  stockpiled  by  the  town  for 
use  on  road  cuts  and  for  mixture  with  sludge  at  the 
'Honey  Pot'  to  make  loam. 

Franklin  H.  Charter 
Tree  Warden 


Town  Forest  Committee 

The  two  Town  Forests  are  located  off  Bulette 
Road  and  off  Quarry  Road.  The  fire  lanes  are  cleared 
of  brush  and  debris  every  year  by  Tree  Department 
workers.  In  addition,  the  gate  to  the  Bulette  Road 
area  was  also  repaired  this  year. 

The  Tree  Crew  began  selective  cutting  of 
weakened  trees  in  the  Bulette  area,  and  the  wood  from 
this  work  was  used  as  a  fuel  supply  for  the  D.P.W.  of- 
fice stove.  All  the  hardwoods  in  a  four  acre  tract  off 
Quarry  Road  were  removed  this  year  in  conjunction 
with  the  Conservation  Commission  Cut-a  Cord 
program.  This  area  will  be  used  as  a  soft  wood  plan- 
tation for  eventual  timber  production. 

Franklin  H.  Charter 
Emery  Nelson 

Conservation  Commission 

1979  has  been  a  year  of  change  and  progress, 
challenge  and  accomplishment.  The  Commission 
functioned  for  a  time  with  only  four  members.  In  the 
spring,  Ann  Chang,  Donald  White  and  Stanton 
Collins  resigned,  Stanton  to  run  for  Selectman.  The 
new  members,  Charles  Freeman,  Saskia  Huising  and 
Cynthia  Torkelsen,  have  all  brought  to  the 
Commission  enthusiasm,  dedication  and  considerable 
ability.  We  have,  in  a  few  months,  become  an  effective 
working  team  cognizant  of  our  reponsibilities  and 
conscientious  in  addressing  them.  At  the  end  of 
September,  our  valued  assistant,  Joseph  Stigliani,  left 
to  become  full  time  assistant  to  the  Hingham 
Conservation  Commission.  Our  assistant  position  was 
not  filled  again  until  the  end  of  the  year. 

Our  fulfillment  of  our  directives  as  a 
Conservation  Commission  has  been  accomplished,  as 
with  most  things  in  life,  through  a  combination  of 
inspired  effort  and  dogged  determination.  Our  Open 
Space  Plan,  intended  for  the  guidance  of  the 
Conservation  Commission's  efforts  in  the  next  five 
years,  due  for  presentation  in  1979,  was  finally 
completed  in  December  1979.  The  Conservation 
Commission  prepared  the  Conservation  Master  Plan 
part  of  the  Plan,  and  the  Recreation  Commission 
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prepared  the  Recreation  Master  Plan  part  of  the  plan. 
Copies  of  this  Open  Space  Plan  will  be  available  for 
reference  in  the  Library  and  we  commend  it  to  your 
attention.  Maps  of  Acton,  showing  Conservation  lands 
and  Recreation  lands  are  available  at  the  Conservation 
Commission  office. 

Our  regulatory  function,  enforcement  of  the 
Wetlands  Protection  Act,  Chapter  131,  Section  40,  of 
the  Massachusetts  General  Laws,  has  been  performed 
to  the  best  of  our  ability.  Much  work  and  time  is 
involved  in  administering  the  Wetlands  Protection  Act: 
preliminary  and  follow-up  site  inspections,  public 
hearings,  written  reports  for  various  Town  agencies, 
and  availability  for  consultation  with  potential 
applicants.  Although  these  functions  take  up  a  great 
deal  of  our  time,  we  must  also  direct  our  attention  to 
other  aspects  of  our  environmental  responsibility. 

This  year  has  been  a  great  change  in  our 
perception  of  our  water  resources  -  we  have  realized 
that  our  water  supplies  are  finite  and  very  vulnerable. 
The  Conservation  Commission  is  charged  with 
protection  of  watershed  resources  and  with  protection 
of  natural  water  (in  ponds,  lakes,  streams,  rivers,  and 
wetlands)  from  interference  of  any  sort  with  its  flow, 
and  from  pollution.  Measures  for  protection  of 
watertable-recharge  areas  must  insure  that  their 
function  not  be  impaired  and  pollution  not  be 
introduced.  The  Conservation  Commission  must  be 
zealous  in  introducing  and/or  supporting  such 
measures. 

The  Conservation  Commission  has  been  actively 
involved  in  the  planning  for  the  Wetlands  Mapping 
Study  sponsored  by  the  Planning  Board,  and  the 
Hydrogeologic  Survey  of  the  town,  sponsored  by  the 
Selectmen  and  the  Water  District.  These  two  studies, 
when  completed,  will  be  extremely  valuable  tools  for 
the  use  of  various  town  agencies  in  protecting  our 
invaluable  natural  resources. 

A  renewable  natural  resource,  albeit  one  which 
also  needs  protection,  is  wood.  There  is  much  wood  on 
conservation  lands,  and  some  of  it  is,  by  forest 
management  criteria,  available  for  cutting.  We  are 
committed  to  good  land  management  and,  whenever 
it  it  feasible,  will  combine  land  and  forest 
improvement  with  our  cut-a-cord  program. 

We  have  participated  in  the  planning  for  a 
Department  of  Natural  Resources  which  will  combine, 
in  one  agency,  the  Conservation  Commission,  the  Tree 
Department  and  the  Department  of  Insect  Pest 
Control.  This  will  insure  a  greater  efficiency  in 
manpower  and  equipment  use,  and  will  provide  the 
Conservation  Commission  with  much-needed 
assistance  in  overseeing  the  proper  use  of  the  lands 
under  its  control.  No  change  in  the  responsibilities  or 
authority  of  the  Conservation  Commission,  as  defined 
by  statute,  is  involved  in  this  affiliation. 


We  have  had  the  very  happy  experience  of 
presenting  two  land  purchase  articles  to  Town 
Meeting  and  receiving  approval  from  the  voters. 
Annual  Town  Meeting  voted  to  purchase  the  Averett 
land  off  Parker  St.  -  56  acres  of  very  interesting 
terrain,  an  active  brook  with  associated  wetlands,  and 
higher  ground  with  hardwoods  and  conifers  and  a 
pond.  We  have  been  notified  that  we  will  receive  fifty 
percent  reimbursement  of  this  purchase  from  the  State 
Self-Help  program.  We  have  also  completed  the 
necessary  steps  to  receive  Self-Help  funds  for  three 
earlier  land  purchases,  the  Cacciatore  land  off 
Massachusetts  Ave.,  and  two  parcels  in  Acton  Center 
Park.  In  the  fall,  we  had  an  opportunity  to  purchase, 
through  the  first  right  of  refusal  provision  of  Chapter 
61A  of  the  MGL,  one  hundred  and  six  acres  of 
beautiful  farm  and  woodland  off  Nagog  Hill  Road 
belonging  to  the  Quins.  We  were  able  to  present  this 
purchase  on  the  warrant  of  the  Special  Town  Meeting 
of  October  1979  and  received  approval  of  the  voters. 
This  acquisition  will  give  us  an  opportunity  to  keep 
existing  agricultural  land  in  use,  and  provide 
additional  passive  recreation  area  for  the  use  of  the 
people. 

We  have  been  pleased  to  receive  a  gift  of  land 
from  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  McGloin,  approximately  3.2 
acres  off  Arlington  St.  and  adjoining  Town  Forest 
land. 

We  have  been  fortunate  to  have  help  from 
members  of  local  Boy  Scout  troops  in  planning, 
preparing  and  mapping  hiking  and  skiing  trails  in 
conservation  lands.  The  Acton  Conservation  Trust  has 
been  very  supportive  of  our  projects,  providing  funds 
and  manpower,  endorsement  at  Town  Meetings,  and 
encouragement  in  general. 

As  time  goes  on,  and  less  and  less  of  the  available 
land  is  suitable  for  development  because  of 
environmental  considerations,  land  use  decisions  will 
become  increasingly  difficult  to  make  and 
correspondingly  important.  We  can  expect  some 
assaults  on  our  interpretation  of  our  moral  and  legal 
interests  in  the  land.  We  have  an  important  and 
difficult  job.  We  have  the  indispensible  assistance  of 
other  town  boards  and  departments,  but  citizen 
support  and  encouragement  is  vital.  We  are  all  in  this 
together  -  this  is  our  town. 

Eileen  Gerngross,  Chairman 
Judith  Clark 
Brewster  Conant 
William  Ellison 
Charles  Freeman 
Saskia  Huising 
Cynthia  Torkelsen 
Erin  Lanigan,  Associate 
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Cemetery  Commission 


The  Chapel  at  the  Woodlawn  Cemetery  was  used 
for  a  wedding  in  1979.  (Sandy  Harris  photo) 


Th Cemetery  Commission  oversees  the  operation 
and  cart  of  the  three  Town-owned  cemeteries.  It 
maintains  the  grounds  and  equipment  on  a  year- 
round  basis,  assists  in  lot  selection  and  interments, 
and  helps  visitors  locate  gravesites  at  which  they  wish 
to  pay  their  -espects.  The  Commission  also  cares  for 
the  Memorial  Chapel  in  Woodlawn  Cemetery. 

Woodlawn  Cemetery 

The  office  has  been  completely  insulated,  as  has 
the  rear  wall  of  the  buiHing.  In  a  further  effort  to  con- 
serve heat,  one  overhead  door  has  been  blocked  up 
and  an  entrance  door  installed. 

Several  sections  of  the  cemetery  have  been 
reseeded.  Flush  markers  have  been  raised  and 
cornerstones  lowered.  The  field  along  Concord  Road 
has  been  maintained. 

The  Chapel  was  used  for  a  wedding  this  year.  The 
Commissioners  would  like  to  let  the  public  know  that  it 
is  available  for  this  use. 

Mount  Hope  Cemetery 

The  entire  front  of  Mt.  Hope,  ou'.side  the  wall, 
has  been  loamed  and  graded. 

Two  catch  basins  and  100  feet  of  drainage  pipe 
have  been  installed  in  the  new  section,  as  have  325  feet 
of  plastic  water  pipe.  Gravel  was  hauled  in  and  an  18 


foot  road  around  the  new  section  was  graded  for 
paving. 

A  second  coat  of  stain  has  been  applied  to  the  tool 
shed.  300  feet  of  galvanized  pipe  has  been  relocated 
and  replaced  with  plastic  pipe.  Four  oiled  roads  have 
been  dug  up;  two  have  been  loamed  and  graded  and 
two  graveled  and  prepared  for  paving. 

The  paving  of  the  above  mentioned  roads  has 
now  been  completed. 

The  tool  shed  was  broken  into  several  times  and 
the  woodstove  was  stolen,  as  were  a  few  small  tools. 

Cemetery  Department 

The  Superintendent  attended  the  New  England 
Cemetery  Association  Conference  in  Whitefield,  New 
Hampshire,  where  he  was  elected  to  a  three  year  term 
as  a  Director  of  the  Association. 

The  Superintendent  and  the  Foreman  have 
attended  several  Massachusetts  Cemetery  meetings  to 
keep  up  with  new  legislation  that  applies  to  cemeteries 
as  well  as  share  in  an  exchange  of  ideas. 

As  a  result  of  the  rising  cost  of  living,  there  has 
been  an  increase  in  interment  fees  as  of  November  1, 
1979. 

A  36"  self-propelled  rotary  mower  has  been 
purchased  through  funds,  and  the  Cemetery 
Department  has  purchased  a  1972  Ford,  model  3400, 
backhoe  with  funds  appropriated  at  the  Annual 
Town  Meeting. 

The  Cemetery  Commissioners  wish  to  remind  all 
lot  owners  that  the  following  items  will  not  be  allowed: 
artificial  flowers,  vigil  lights,  crushed  stone  or  bark 
around  a  monument  or  marker,  glass  or  tin  cans  for 
flower  containers  and  cement  urns.  Shrubs  are  not 
allowed  on  lots  smaller  than  four  graves  and 
permission  must  be  obtained  from  the  Cemetery 
Officer  for  the  planting  of  shrubs.  On  lots  where 
shrubs  are  allowed,  at  the  time  of  planting  there  will 
be  an  addition  Perpetual  Care  charge  of  $50.00. 

Potted  flowers  will  be  removed  and  disposed  of  at 
the  discretion  of  the  Superintendent  ten  days  following 
Memorial  Day,  if  they  are  not  picked  up  by  the 
owners;  usually  they  are  placed  in  beds  within  the 
cemetery. 

Articles 

We  will  have  an  article  on  the  Town  Warrant 
asking  for  a  maintenance  building  to  be  constructed  in 
Mount  Hope  Cemetery.  This  building  will  eliminate 
the  daily  transportation  of  equipment  to  West  Acton 
and  time  lost  associated  with  this  moving.  Toilet 
facilities  in  the  building  will  eliminate  the  need  to 
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leave  the  cemetery,  also  saving  man  hours.  The 
building  will  serve  as  a  winter  storage  area  for  items 
that  are  now  left  out.  Heat  would  be  supplied  to  the 
office  and  toilet  areas  on  a  regular  basis  and  to  the 
work  area  only  as  needed.  There  have  been  several 
break-ins  this  year  resulting  in  damage  and  loss  of  the 
wood  burning  stove.  You  may  recall  the  fire  set  in  the 
present  storage  areas  last  year.  The  greater  security  of 
the  new  building  will  eliminate  these  break-ins. 

The  Department  wishes  to  express  its  thanks  to 
the  Engineering  and  Highway  Departments,  as  well  as 
all  the  other  departments  who  have  assisted  us  during 
the  year. 

Stewart  Kennedy,  Superintendent 
Charles  F.  Putnam 
Howard  F.  Jones 
Harlan  E.  Tuttle 
Cemetery  Commissioners 


Two  headstones  at  the  Mount  Hope  Cemetery  in 
West  Acton.  (Kath  Kolowich  photo) 


Elizabeth  White  Fund 

The  trustees  of  the  Elizabeth  White  Fund  have 
signed  requisitions  to  the  Town  Treasurer  totaling 
$1,269.07  for  the  entire  year,  1979,  covering  fuel 
assistance,  food  stamps,  and  health  assistance. 

Hazel  P.  Vose 
Eleanor  P.  Wilson 
Helen  B.  Allen 
Trustees 


Town  Report  Committee 

The  Town  Report  Committee  was  indeed 
fortunate  to  have  all  of  last  year's  members  return;  in 
addition  we  were  joined  by  Janet  Madden  and  Maurice 
Sagoff,  whose  help  was  needed  due  to  our  expanded 
activities.  We  continued  to  build  on  the  firm  base 
established  in  recent  years  with  regard  to  format  and 
philosophy. 

The  photographs  were  ably  handled  by  Katharine 
Kolowich  and  Janet  Madden.  Dennis  Ahem  provided 
technical  expertise  in  rewriting  the  bid  specification 
and  in  production  of  the  Report.  Maurice  Sagoff 
helped  in  writing  and  editing,  and  Greg  Jarboe,  last 
year's  Chairman,  provided  valuable  consultation  and 
help  throughout  the  effort.  All  of  us  proof-read  text 
and  helped  lay  out  the  Report.  It  can  truly  be  called  a 
community  effort  since  it  involved  the  customary 
participation  of  Town  Departments  as  well  as  an 
opportunity  for  all  Acton  residents  to  contribute. 

Marilyn  Barstow  single-handedly  took  the  idea  of 
Town  participation  through  photos  and  sketches 
submitted  by  Acton  residents,  and  made  it  a  reality. 
Her  enthusiastic  persistence  in  organizing  this  new 
effort  and  performing  the  many,  many  chores  needed 
to  get  it  underway  produced  the  major  innovation  this 
year.  We  all  hope  you  like  the  result;  we  plan  to  put 
submitted  art  works  on  public  display  after  the  Report 
is  published. 

The  Committee  was  very  pleased  and  impressed 
with  the  number  of  responses  to  our  solicitation  for 
photos  and  drawings,  though  we  would  have  liked 
seeing  more  from  people  of  High  School  age  and 
older.  The  quality  and  originality  of  submitted 
material  made  deciding  what  to  use  very  difficult,  very 
pleasant,  and,  quite  confidentially,  a  lot  of  fun. 

As  the  only  member  without  professional 
experience  in  a  related  field,  I  am  again  awed  that  the 
talented  people  on  the  Committee  can  so  easily  do 
what  appears  at  first  blush  to  be  next  to  impossible.  I 
have  enjoyed  working  with  them  and  sincerely 
appreciate  their  volunteered  efforts. 

In  a  desire  to  hold  down  production  costs  of  the 
Report,  the  Committee  revised  this  year's  bid 
specification  to  encourage  responses  from  more 
typesetters  and  printers  than  in  the  past.  Any  such 
qualified  companies  interested  in  getting  on  the 
bidder's  list  need  only  contact  the  Report  Committee 
Chairman.  This  approach  involved  an  earlier  start 
than  usual,  more  effort  by  the  Committee  and  Town 
Hall,  and  tighter  scheduling,  but  should  help  keep 
future  bidding  even  more  competitive.  Early  copy 
from  all  Town  Departments  and  Committees  was 
critical  to  this  effort;  sincere  thanks  are  in  order  for  all 
who  contributed  to  the  Report  or  offered  to  do  so,  but 
particularly  to  those  who  made  the  extra  effort  to  get 
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their  individual  reports  in  promptly.  Receipt  by  the 
Committee  of  most  of  the  reports  by  our  contractual 
deadline  with  the  printer  is  most  certainly  a  new 
record.  It  encourages  us  that  keeping  costs  down  by 
the  possible  use  of  separate  typesetting  and  printing 
contracts  (as  first  suggested  by  Dennis  Ahern)  is 
feasible.  The  schedule  we  attempted  to  follow  this  year 
anticipated  this  possibility  and  has  proven  successful  so 
far.  We  look  forward  to  continuing  progress  next  year. 

The  Committee  also  plans  an  evaluation  of  the 
delivered  Report  and  any  problems  in  its  production 
to  determine  the  need  for  revisions  to  the  next  bid 
specification,  and  to  help  decide  which  printers  and 
typesetters  are  qualified  for  next  year's  bidder's  list. 

Special  thanks  go  to  Assistant  Town  Manager  Joe 
Nevins  for  so  skillfully  encouraging  all  departments  to 
get  their  reports  in  while  they  were  either  preparing 
for  or  recovering  from  the  Christmas  holidays. 

Our  typesetter  and  printer  this  year,  Rene  Press 
of  Fitchburg,  also  showed  its  appreciation  by  giving 
the  Town  Report  a  colored  cover  at  no  extra  cost  after 
they  received  most  of  the  copy  ahead  of  schedule. 

Stan  Bielski,  Chairman 
Dennis  Ahern 
Marilyn  Barstow 
Gregjarboe 
Katharine  Kolowich 
Janet  Madden 
Maurice  Sagoff 


Board  Of  Appeals 

The  Board  of  Appeals  was  first  appointed  in 
April  1954.  The  first  members  of  the  Board  were 
Hayward  S.  Houghton,  Otto  O.  Pasanen  and  Edward 
M.  Ferry;  Bradford  Sturtevant  and  Donald  Parker 
were  the  first  associate  members.  The  functions  of  the 
Board  of  Appeals  has  changed  little  in  concept  over  its 
25  years  of  existence  although  the  Zoning  Bylaw  has 
undergone  substantial  modification  as  a  result  of 
changes  in  the  enabling  legislation  at  the  state  level 
and  as  a  result  of  changes  in  the  Bylaw  itself  by  the 
Town  Meeting.  Today,  the  Board  of  Appeals  acts  on 
petitions  for  variances  from  the  Zoning  Bylaw  and  on 
petitions  for  special  permits  under  various  sections  of 
the  Bylaw,  just  as  was  the  case  25  years  ago.  In 
addition,  the  Board  acts  on  appeals  from  decisions  of 
the  Building  Commissioner  and  is  the  permit  granting 
authority  for  low  and  middle  income  housing  and  for 
the  earth  removal  Bylaw. 

In  1979,  32  public  hearings  were  scheduled  as 
compared  to  26  in  1978.  Because  of  the  early-in- 
December  closing  for  the  Town  Report,  we  have  3 
cases  pending  at  this  time. 


With- 

Pend- 

Granted 

Denied 

drawn 

ing 

Total 

Petitions  for: 

Review  0 

1 

0 

1 

2 

Special  Permit  4 

1 

0 

0 

5 

Flood  Plain  0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Variance  10 

9 

4 

2 

25 

Earth  Removal  0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Comprehensive 

Permit  0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Total  14 

11 

4 

3 

32 

H.W.  Flood,  Chairman 
Marion  Maxwell,  Clerk 
Kenneth  Grinnell,  Member 
John  Pasieka,  Associate 
Ralph  Abbott,  Associate 


Chris  Dunlop  entitled  this  sketch,  "Board  of 
Appeals." 

Middlesex  County 
Advisory  Board 

The  Middlesex  County  Advisory  Board  has  met 
throughout  the  year  to  discuss  the  county  budget.  Due 
by  July  1,  the  1979-1980  budget  was  not  approved  by 
the  State  Legislature  until  well  into  November.  The 
cities  and  towns  in  the  county  that  send  regular  and 
faithful  delegates  produced  a  budget  that  substantially 
reduced  expenses  in  several  departments  and 
eliminated  unwarrented  positions,  as  well  as  identifing 
those  workers  who  were  carried  on  departmental 
budgets  while  actually  working  for  the  commissioners. 
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County  Commissioner  Michael  McLaughlin  and 
delegates  who  never  before  and  never  again  attended  a 
MCAB  hearing,  appeared  at  the  hearing.  Political 
maneuvering  was  blatantly  apparent.  A  budget  which 
had  been  well  studied  and  revised  downward 
reasonably  was  destroyed;  it  became  obvious  that 
unless  each  member  of  the  MCAB  has  an  equal  vote, 
there  will  never  be  an  un  political  budget  in  Middlesex 
County.  Fortunately,  two  State  Representatives  were 
also  present,  Royall  H.  Switzler,  a  member  of  the  Joint 
Committee  on  Counties,  and  John  Loring  of  Acton. 
They  were  able  to  carry  the  message  to  other 
representatives  from  Middlesex  County  to  get  their 
towns  and  cities  to  send  delegates  to  the  MCAB.  That 
action  is  to  late  for  saving  the  1979-1980  budget. 

Any  savings  to  the  taxpayers  were  further 
diminished  by  failure  of  the  General  Court  to 
adequately  fund  the  court  costs  assumed  by  the  state 
and  the  slack  will  have  to  be  passed  on  to  you. 
Middlesex  County  Hospital  appeared  briefly  to  be  one 
bright  spot  on  the  horizon.  It  ended  the  1978-1979 
budget  year  in  the  black.  A  budget  which  would  have 
allowed  the  hospital  to  remain  self-supporting  was 
slashed  by  the  Joint  Committee  on  Counties,  to  the 
degree  that  you,  the  taxpayer,  will  again  be  asked  to 
pick  up  the  tab  on  an  operation  which,  if  allowed  to  do 
business  in  a  normal  manner,  would  cost  you  nothing. 

Until  the  time  comes  when  the  voters  of  this 
county  start  to  take  an  active  interest  in  county 
government,  all  of  us  will  continue  to  pay  for 
undelivered  services,  unnecessary  workers  and 
uncalled  for  debts. 

Nancy  K.  Gerhardt,  Designee 


Planning  Board 

The  Planning  Board  it  established  in  accordance 
with  the  provisions  of  Chapter  41  of  the  Massachusetts 
General  Laws,  otherwise  known  as  the  Improved 
Method  of  Municipal  Planning  and  Subdivision  Con- 
trol Act.  The  Planning  Board's  activities  fall  into  four 
general  categories:  zoning,  subdivision  control, 
providing  advice  and  comments  to  other  boards  and 
developing  the  plans  and  procedures  necessary  to 
influence  future  development  in  the  Town. 

The  Planning  Board  consists  of  five  members: 
Neal  Grolnic,  Chairman;  Sandra  Bayne.  Vice- 
Chairman;  Kathleen  Phillips,  Clerk;  William 
Bccklean  and  Hollis  Nelson.  Rick  Sherman,  Planning 
Administrator  and  Margaret  Dougias  comprise  the 
Planning  Board's  staff.  During  1979  Line  Kirkpatrick 
resigned  as  a  member  and  Hollis  Nelson  was 
appointed  to  fill  the  void.  Sandra  Bayne  was 
reappointed  for  a  full  term. 


Linda  Macaulay  recorded  the  historic  October 
snowfall  in  Acton. 

A  very  significant  change  occurred  in  December 
with  the  resignation  of  Rick  Sherman  as  Planning 
Administrator.  There  is  no  way  to  adequately  express 
the  loss  this  resignation  represented  to  the  Town  of 
Acton.  Town  residents  familiar  with  the  issues  and 
problems  which  have  confronted  the  town  over  the 
past  six  years  will  certainly  appreciate  the  contribution 
made  by  Rick.  Present  and  past  board  members  felt 
her  resignation  as  a  personal  loss. 

Major  projects  undertaken  during  1979  were: 

1.  Wetlands  mapping  in  which  the  Board 
coordinated  the  interests  of  several  agencies  and 
supervision  of  the  actual  mapping  which  will  produce 
both  detailed  wetlands  maps  and  an  evaluation  of 
each  of  the  town's  wetlands; 

2.  Hydrogeologic  mapping  in  which  the  Board 
worked  in  conjunction  with  the  Selectmen,  the  Acton 
Water  District  and  other  boards  on  the  definition  of 
the  proposal  and  selection  of  the  consultant; 

3.  Preparation  of  the  Planned  Neighborhood 
Development  zoning  amendment  for  the  spring  town 
meeting,  in  which  the  Board  proposed  an  alternative 
land  use  which  would  have  created  mixed  uses  on  large 
parcels  of  land,  and  an  amendment  to  require  a 
special  permit  for  restaurants; 

4.  Erosion  and  sedimentation  subdivision 
guidelines  were  completed  for  use  by  the  Conservation 
Commission  and  the  Board  as  a  cooperative  project 
with  the  U.S.  Soil  Conservation  Service;  and 


37 


5.  Completion  of  Phase  Three  of  the  North 
Acton  Study. 

As  part  of  the  normal  activities  during  1979  the 
Planning  Board  dealt  with  a  total  of  sixteen 
subdivisions,  both  new  and  old,  in  various  stages  of 
review  and/or  construction.  These  subdivisions 
represent  a  potential  of  465  housing  units  and  7 
industrial  lots.  Considerable  effort  was  expended  on 
review,  comment  and  advice. 

Thirty-seven  plans  were  reviewed  for  lot  changes 
which  did  not  require  subdivision  approval.  Thirteen 
site  plans  were  reviewed  with  comments  provided  to 
the  Board  of  Selectmen  relative  to  the  granting  of  a 
site  plan  special  permit.  Fifteen  Board  of  Appeals 
applications  were  reviewed  in  connection  with  requests 
for  variances  and/  or  special  permits.  Two  scenic  road 
hearings  were  held. 

During  the  A-B  Jamboree  the  Planning  Board 
displayed  the  North  Acton  Image  Board,  a 
photographic  "trip"  over  north  Main  Street  and  over 
Great  Road  above  Main  Street.  This  represented  part 
of  the  data  collection  which  was  in  high  gear  during 
the  summer.  The  Image  Board  was  produced  by  our 
talented  student  intern,  Tim  Tear,  with  an  assist  from 
Elaine  Tear. 

Wastewater 
Advisory 

The  Wastewater  Management  Advisory 
Committee  (WMAC)  is  responsible  for  assembling  and 
presenting  all  basic  data  necessary  for  the  Town  to 
formulate  and  enact  a  long  term  program  for 
management  of  its  wastewaters.  It  acts  in  an  advisory 
capacity  for  the  Board  of  Selectmen,  working  closely 
with  the  Health  Department,  Engineering 
Department  and  Planning  Board.  It  submits 
recommendations  which  are  acted  upon  at  Town 
Meeting. 

Last  year  we  reported  that  four  wastewater 
management  strategies  for  the  Town  were  being 
investigated.  The  four  strategies  are: 

1.  No  Action  -   No  structural  or  institutional 

changes. 

2.  Optimum  Utilization  of  Existing  Facilities 
(non-Structural)  Total  reliance  on  a  combination  of 
on-site  treatment  systems  and  institutional  controls. 

3.  Combination  of  Structural  and  Non-structural 
-  Sewer  only  some  parts  of  town  to  eliminate  on-site 
failures,  serve  densely  populated  areas  or  satisfy  other 
special  purpose  objectives.  Provide  for  sewers  at  some 
future  date  in  marginal  and  projected  problem  areas. 
Employ  non-structural  alternatives  in  the  remainder 
of  town. 


The  data  collection,  organization  and  evaluation 
continued  during  the  fall  and  winter.  Valuable 
assistance  was  contributed  during  this  period  by 
another  outstanding  student  intern,  Beth  McCurdy, 
who  was  responsible  for  translating  the  Green  Town 
environmental  maps  for  use  in  North  Acton. 

The  Board  will  be  prepared  to  come  to  the  1980 
Town  Meeting  with  recommendations  derived  from 
the  wetlands  mapping,  the  first  phase  of  the  hydro 
study,  and  all  of  its  own  work. 

The  Planning  Board  relies  heavily  on  the 
excellent  support  services  of  the  Acton  Engineering 
Department,  the  Building  Department,  the  Board  of 
Health,  the  Conservation  Commission  and  the  Tree 
Warden.  We  are  also  fortunate,  from  time  to  time,  to 
have  the  help  of  volunteers  such  as  Mr.  Edwin 
Murdough. 

The  Planning  Board  meets  almost  every  Monday 
evening  at  8:00  p.m.,  at  the  DPW  Facility,  Forest 
Road.  Exceptions  to  the  schedule  are  posted  well  in 
advance  at  the  Town  Clerk's  office  and  at  the 
Planning  Board  office.  All  meetings  are  open  to  the 
public.  Those  who  would  like  time  on  the  agenda  are 
requested  to  call  the  secretary  well  in  advance  of  a 
meeting  at  263-4448. 

Neal  Grolnic 
Chairman 

Management 
Committee 

4.  Town-Wide  Public  Sewer  System  (Structural) 
Phased  Implementation  of  a  plan  to  sewer  the  town. 

The  WMAC  also  reported  that  strategy  4  had 
been  eliminated  as  a  viable  alternative.  This  past  year 
strategy  3  was  also  eliminated.  There  was  no  area  in 
the  Town  which  warranted  the  application  of  a  small 
sewer  district  and,  in  the  one  place  (South  Acton)  that 
a  cost  was  estimated,  it  was  shown  that  strategy  3  was 
not  economically  justified. 

Based  on  the  data  available  and  the  analysis  of 
that  data  completed  thus  far,  it  is  evident  to  the 
committee  that  on-site  disposal  of  wastewater  (strategy 
1  and  2)  does  work  in  Acton.  It  cannot,  however,  be 
stated  without  qualification  that  continuing  this  on- 
site  policy  will  not  have  detrimental  environmental 
impacts  on  the  Town's  water  resources.  More  detailed 
data  and  analysis  of  Acton's  water  resources  and  the 
potential  sources  of  contamination  are  needed.  The 
WMAC  therefore  feels  that  strategy  2  is  and  will  be  the 
strategy  adopted  by  the  Town.  In  view  of  this  the 
WMAC  has  been  developing  the  basis  for  a  program  to 
optimize  and  monitor  the  existing  wastewater 
management  system.  Currently  this  program  consists 
of  three  tasks: 
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Public  Education  and  Participation 

With  on-site  systems,  individuals  within  the 
community  must  operate  and  maintain  their  private 
systems,  currently  with  a  minimum  of  education  and 
regulatory  control.  If  the  community  is  not  educated 
ahout  the  proper  use,  the  optimum  effectiveness  of 
using  on-site  systems  throughout  the  Town  will  not  be 
achieved.  This  task  would,  therefore,  develop  an 
educational  program  for  the  community. 

Water  Pollution  Source  Identification 
and  Evaluation 

A  water  pollution  source  identification  program 
would  locate,  define  and  evaluate  all  potential 
pollution  sources,  including  on-site  systems,  treatment 
plants,  fuel  and  chemical  storage  tanks,  landfills  and. 
industrial  discharges. 

Water  Resource  Identification  And  Evaluation 

A  comprehensive  hydrogeological  study  would 
identify  surface  and  subsurface  water  resources  and 
evaluate  them  in  terms  of  their  quality,  present  and 


future  use,  and  in  particular,  their  sensitivity  to 
degradation  from  existing  and  potential  pollution 
sources.  The  hydrogeological  data  developed  in  this 
program  will  be  used  in  conjunction  with  the  data 
developed  under  the  Water  Pollution  Source 
Identification  and  Evaluation  Program  to  formulate 
detailed  management  and  monitoring 

procedures. 

The  committee  wishes  to  thank  all  those  who  have 
supported,  advised  and  worked  with  them  during  the 
past  year.  The  committee  looks  forward  to  their 
continued  support  in  the  development  of  a  long  term 
wastewater  management  system  to  handle  the 
wastewater  disposal  of  the  Town  in  an 
environmentally  sound  and  economical  way. 

DanielJ.  Costello,  Chairman 
Stanley  Spotkill 
Allen  W.  Oi 
George  Wiegele 
Mary  Kozik 
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Council  on  Aging 

The  Council  on  Aging  carries  on  an  extensive 
program  of  activities  and  services  to  fit  the  needs  and 
requirements  of  Acton's  1200  Senior  Citizens.  The 
Council  consists  of  seven  members  and  a  Coordinator 
and  meets  the  second  Wednesday  of  each  month  at 
7:30  p.m.  in  the  Guidance  Library,  Acton- 
Boxborough  Regional  High  School.  The  "Acton 
Senior  Citizen  News"  provides  information  and  is 
mailed  to  all  those  over  60  years  of  age.  The  Council's 
telephone  number  is  263-1068. 

A  variety  of  activities  (crafts,  games,  exercise 
classes,  dancing,  and  educational  programs)  is  offered 
at  the  Senior  Center,  located  in  the  West  Acton 
Baptist  Church  and  open  two  days  a  week  (Tuesday, 
12:30  to  3,  and  Thursday  10:00  to  12:00). 

These  activities  are  conducted  in  conjunction 
with  a  daily  hot  lunch  program  (12:00  to  12:30)  spon- 
sored by  the  Minuteman  Home  Care  Corporation.  A 
donation  of  60<  is  suggested  for  the  lunch.  For  the 


While  an  apple  a  day  is  helpful,  the  Well  Senior 
Clinic  seems  to  be  more  practical  way  of  keeping 
the  doctor  away.  (Monica  Lorencic  photo) 


elderly  who  are  confined  to  their  homes,  the  Wheel-a- 
Meal  program  delivers  a  hot  and  a  cold  meal, 
prepared  by  Emerson  Hospital,  with  special  attention 
to  those  with  dietary  needs. 

At  the  Well  Senior  Clinic,  held  on  the  fourth 
Tuesday  of  every  month  at  the  Senior  Center,  local 
doctors,  dentists,  podiatrists,  etc.  discuss  health 
problems  of  the  elderly,  and  diabetic  screenings,  flu 
shots,  and  blood  pressure  readings  are  provided  by 
Acton's  Town  Nurses. 

In  addition,  the  Council's  Programs  and  Goals 
Committee  continues  to  arrange  other  activities  for  the 
elderly.  The  trips  to  major  shopping  centers  and  the 
recreational  trips  to  Boston,  the  Ice  Follies,  the 
Berkshires,  New  Hampshire,  the  theater,  etc.  remain 
extremely  popular. 

Free  legal  counseling  is  given  (through  the 
Minuteman  Home  Care  Corporation),  as  is  annual 
assistance  in  Income  Tax  preparation  and  securing 


Property  Tax  exemptions  and  abatements,  these  latter 
by  trained  Council  on  Aging  members  and  associates. 

The  Council  wishes  to  thank  the  many  volunteers 
and  groups  who  provide  a  large  amount  of  the 
assistance  needed  to  keep  the  Council's  programs 
ongoing.  Those  who  help  at  the  Senior  Center  and 
make  friendly  visits  to  shut-ins  are  invaluable. 

Acton's  Boy  Scouts  assist  in  leaf  raking  and  other 
home  chores,  in  addition  to  donating  food, 
decorations,  and  gifts  during  holiday  seasons.  During 
the  winter,  members  of  Explorer  Post  7  and  the  Civil 
Defense  Force  provide  snow  shoveling. 

The  Acton  Lions  Club  again  sponsored  the 
annual  December  Holiday  Buffet,  and  the  Acton 
Rotary  Club  sponsored  the  annual  Summer  Outdoor 
Chicken  Barbecue  for  the  Seniors.  The  Acton  Junior 
Women's  Club  hosted  an  annual  Christmas  party  at 
the  Senior  Center;  the  Service  Committee  of  St. 
Elizabeth's  Church  funded  a  trip  to  the  Ice  Follies;  and 
the  Ladies  Auxiliary  of  the  VFW  provided  furniture 
for  the  Senior  Center  and  sponsored  afternoon  parties. 

Three  new  services  were  provided  this  year.  The 
first  was  the  introduction  of  the  Acton  "Road  Run- 
ner,'" a  four-day-a-week  Dial-a-Ride  Service  providing 
door-to-door  transportation  for  the  elderly  to  any 
destination  in  Acton,  Concord,  or  Maynard.  A 
nominal  fee  is  charged,  and  reservations  must  be  made 
the  day  before  the  desired  trip.  The  Council 
cooperated  closely  with  the  Selectmen's  Transportation 
Advisory  Committee,  which  was  instrumental  in 
obtaining  this  service. 

Secondly,  the  Council  published  and  distributed 
to  each  Senior  Citizen  the  "Acton  Seniors  Handbook," 
which  contains  useful  information  concerning  services 
and  agencies  available,  and  provides  telephone 
numbers  important  to  the  elderly. 

Lastly,  the  Council  broadcasts  on  WHAB,  the 
FM  Radio  Station  operated  by  ABRHS,  at  5:30  p.m. 
Tuesday  of  each  week,  a  30-minute  program  of 
information  of  interest  to  the  elderly  of  Acton. 

The  Council  appreciates  the  advice  and  support 
given  by  the  Town  Manager  and  the  Selectmen  during 
the  year.  We  invite  interested  citizens  of  all  ages  to 
participate  in  our  programs  for  the  elderly  and  to 
attend  our  meetings.  Volunteers  are  always  needed. 
For  information,  call  Carol  Lake,  coordinator,  at  263- 
1068,  or  the  Chairman,  at  263-2238. 

James  Sargent,  Chairman 
Ethel  Smith,  Vice-Chairman 
Margaret  Rennie,  Treasurer 
Barbara  Smith,  Secretary 
Anne  Staples 
Donald  Biron 
Anna  Riep 
Carol  Lake,  Coordinator 
Barbara  Willson,  Associate  Member 
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Acton  Memorial  Library 


TO 


Tina  Klinkmueller's  photo  captures  one  of  the  few  quite  moments  at  the  Acton  Memorial  Library  this  year. 


The  Library  has  been  an  extremely  busy  place 
this  year.  Following  the  trend  of  previous  years,  the 
demand  for  in-library  services  has  increased  again  this 
year.  Requests  for  assistance,  both  for  academic  and 
self-help  purposes,  have  increased  greatly.  Circulation 
has  continued  to  rise.  A  new  service  this  year  which  has 
been  extremely  popular  is  the  "Good  Reads"  table. 
Old  as  well  as  new  favorites,  recommended  by  both 
patrons  and  staff,  are  selected  to  appeal  to  every  taste, 
and  are  set  out  for  casual  browsing.  A  number  of  other 
changes  have  occurred  this  year  as  well. 

We  accepted  with  reluctance  the  resignation  of 
Margaret  Richter,  from  the  corporate  Board  of 
Trustees,  after  fourteen  years  of  service  on  the  Board. 
We  are  grateful  to  her  for  her  unceasing  interest  and 
efforts  on  behalf  of  the  Library  for  many  years. 

We  are  pleased  to  welcome  back  our  Library 
Director,  Wanda  Null,  from  a  leave  of  absence.  Our 
thanks  go  to  our  Assistant  Library  Director,  Carole 
Kramp,  who  held  the  position  of  Acting  Library 
Director  during  Mrs.  Null's  absence. 

All  of  us  associated  with  the  Library  were  deeply 
saddened  by  the  tragic  death  of  Jane  Franz. 

Another  series  of  attacks  of  vandalism  on  the 
windows  occurred  in  the  first  half  of  this  year.  At  our 
request  the  Selectmen  ordered  the  installation  of 
lighting  behind  the  Library. 


The  Town  Engineer,  Ralph  Herrick,  helped  us 
design  a  wheelchair  ramp  which  was  constructed  by 
the  Highway  Department.  A  ramp  to  make  the  lower 
level  of  the  library  accessible  by  wheelchair  is 
forthcoming.  The  Highway  Department  also  repaired 
the  groundwater  drainage  problem  at  the  entrance, 
installed  a  berm  and  a  raised  sidewalk,  and  regraded 
and  seeded  the  old  highway  department  site  behind 
the  Library.  We  appreciate  their  cooperation  very 
much. 

The  Garden  Club's  weekly  flower  arragements 
were  most  welcome  again  this  year. 

The  Friends  of  the  Acton  Libraries  have 
continued  their  support  for  the  eighteenth  year.  This 
year  the  Friends  have  given  to  the  Library  a 
membership  for  the  New  England  Aquarium, 
available  for  the  use  of  Acton  residents.  As  always,  the 
volunteer  program  sponsored  by  the  Friends  has 
provided  many  hours  of  assistance  to  the  Library.  We 
are  very  grateful  to  our  wonderful  volunteers. 

We  suffered  another  loss  with  the  death  of  Mabel 
Ellis,  under  whose  aegis  as  volunteer  chairman  of  the 
Friends  the  volunteer  program  ran  so  smoothly  for 
many  years. 

A  children's  puppet  theater  was  given  to  the 
Library  by  the  family  and  friends  of  Breta  Anne 
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Todd  Lintwodd  bones  up  on  his  history.  (Kath 
Kolowich  photo) 


Bodendorf.  It  is  an  appealing  addition  to  the 
children's  room. 

For  1980,  we  are  looking  forward  to  celebrating 
the  90th  birthday  of  the  Library.  Our  tentative  plans 
include  a  beautification  project  for  the  library 
grounds,  and  improvement  in  the  lighting  to  provide 
adequate  illumination  levels. 

As  the  Seventies  have  been  seen  the  Library 
develop  into  a  facility  to  serve  the  changing  needs  of  a 
rapidly  growing  community,  we  know  the  Eighties  will 
see  a  time  of  constant  growth  in  demands  for  the 
services  of  our  fine  Library.  We  look  forward  to 
providing  these  services  and  to  keeping  pace  with  the 
needs  of  Acton. 

Nancy  C.  Howe,  Chairman 
Brewster  Conant 
Nancy  K.  Gerhardt 
Persis  Green 
Hayward  S.  Houghton 
James  L.  Parker 
Vincent  Parrella 
Raymond  A.  Shamel 
Board  of  Trustees 


Books  in  Library  July  1 ,  1978  43,560 

added  3,502 

withdrawn  1,271 

Books  in  Library  July  1 ,  1979  45,791 

Records  and  Cassettes  July  1,  1978  1,821 

added  356 

withdrawn  167 

Records  and  Cassettes  July  1 ,  1979  2010 

Circulation  193,143 


Citizens  Library  Association 
of  West  Acton 

It  has  been  an  active  year  at  the  Library,  with 
circulation  of  books  continuing  to  rise.  We  are 
operating  at  capacity.  Further  increase  in  circulation 
will  be  dependent  upon  obtaining  additional  space 
and  providing  longer  hours  of  service.  Volunteers  are 
needed  to  repair  books  and  for  the  lunch  hour. 

Mrs.  Priscilla  Killian  replaced  Mrs.  Marie  Reid 
on  the  Board  of  Trustees.  Sincere  thanks  are  extended 
to  Mrs.  Reid  for  her  effective  services. 

The  Library  roof  and  some  of  the  rotten  sills  have 
been  repaired  and  the  building  has  been  painted  and 
the  foundation  sprayed  with  an  insecticide.  The 
Citizens  Library  Auxiliary  added  a  new  foyer,  as  we 
have  had  a  problem  with  warped  and  broken  doors. 
Money  from  our  annual  fairs  also  provided  a  new 
automatically  lighted  sign,  gutters,  and  carpet 
cleaning. 

Improvements  of  a  more  aesthetic  nature  have 
been  made  by  the  Acton  Garden  Club,  Boy  Scouts, 
and  Mrs.  Joan  Hansen,  who  has  kept  the  interior  of  the 
building  cheerfully  decorated.  We  are  most  grateful  to 
these  "fi iends ". 

The  Eastern  Massachusetts  Regional  Library 
Bookmobile  services  are  eagerly  anticipated.  The  staff 
fills  a  high  percentage  of  patron  requests  in  a 
reasonably  short  period  of  time.  This  includes  many 
of  the  newest  books,  as  well  as  a  good  general 
selection. 

The  Board  of  Trustees  and  Librarian  wish  to 
voice  our  appreciation  to  the  active  members  of  the 
Auxiliary,  the  volunteer  lunch  hour  substitutes,  and 
the  many  townspeople  who  contributed  books, 
periodicals,  labor,  and  Fair  items  throughout  the  year. 


LIBRARY  HOURS 

Monday   7:00-9:00  P.M. 

Tuesday,  Wednesday,  Thursdasy,  Friday 

10:00-5:00  P.M. 

ACCESSION 

Books  in  Library  July  1 ,  1978    8,045 

Increase  by  purchase   363 

Increase  by  gift   164 

Withdrawn   316 

Books  in  Library  June  30,  1979   8,256 

CIRCULATION  18,269 

INCOME 

Fines  Collected   $265.30 

Mrs.  Betty  Boothby,  Chairman 
Mrs.  Priscilla  Killian,  Sec.-Treas. 


Mrs.  Corinne  Merkh 
Mrs.  Thelma  Hermes,  Librarian 
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The  newly  constructed  elderly  housing  on  Windsor 
Ave.  stands  ready  to  accept  occupants  in  1980. 

Housing  Authority 

On  January  17,  1979  the  Acton  Housing 
Authority  recorded  the  deed  on  land  for  its  68-unit 
elderly  housing  development  on  Windsor  Avenue,  and 
on  January  18,  1979  executed  a  final  contract  with 
Congress  Construction  Company  of  Beverly, 
Massachusetts,  for  construction  of  the  units.  Cost  of 


the  project  will  be  $1,973,000.00.  Construction  began 
in  March  and  will  be  completed  in  May  1980. 
Occupancy  is  scheduled  for  July  1 ,  1 980. 

In  addition  to  the  building  of  housing  units,  the 
Authority  also  administers  two  rental  subsidy 
programs.  The  HUD  Section  8  program  is  a  federally 
funded  program  which  provides  rental  assistance  to 
low-income  families.  During  1979,  we  provided 
assistance  to  forty  families  (an  increase  of  ten  from 
1978)  at  a  total  of  $117,857.00.  Because  of  a  long 
waiting  list  of  applicants,  we  have  applied  to  HUD  for 
funds  for  thirty  additional  units  in  1980. 

The  Chapter  707  program  is  a  similar  program 
funded  by  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts  and  in 
1979  provided  assistance  to  eight  families  at  a  total  of 
$18,920.00.  Both  of  these  programs  are  administered 
by  Ms.  Betty  McManus,  a  professional  program 
coordinator  employed  by  the  Authority. 

The  Authority  appreciates  the  cooperation  and 
assistance  given  it  by  the  Town  Manager,  the 
Selectmen,  and  other  Town  Boards  during  the  year 
and  is  especially  pleased  with  the  advice  and  support 
given  by  the  members  of  our  Citizens  Advisory 
Committee. 

RobertJ.  Storella,  Chairman 
Ann  Courtright,  Vice-Chairman 
Joseph  Mercuric  Treasurer 
James  H.  Sargent  Jr.,  Secretary 
Paul  G.  DerAnanian 

Citizens  Advisory  Committee 
Charles  Rogers,  Chairman 
Frank  Averett 
Nellie  Campbell 
Rosemarie  Durkin 
Ruth  Gill 
Cleon  Phelps 
Anne  Staples 


Acton  Recreation  Commission 


The  Recreation  Commission  had  a  very  active 
year  in  1979.  In  addition  to  offering  the  usual 
programs  and  activities,  the  Commission,  working 
with  the  Highway  and  Engineering  Departments  (1) 
constructed  a  40 '  x  40 '  basketball  court  at  the 
Gardner  Field  playground,  (2)  began  work  on 
upgrading  the  school  ball  field  at  the  Conant  School, 
and  (3)  removed  the  asphalt  from  the  Goward  Field.  A 
self-supporting  program  revolving  fund  was  approved 
by  voters  at  the  Special  Town  Meeting  in  October  and 
will  be  instituted  beginning  in  January  1980. 

The  Recreation  Director  attended  the  New 
England  Park  and  Recration  Conference  held  in  April 
in  Waterville  Valley,  New  Hampshire.  He  was  also 
panel  moderator  for  a  discussion  on  Tax  Caps  and 
Budget     Pressures     in     Dover,     Massachusetts  on 


November  13  for  the  Massachusetts  Recreation  and 
Park  Society.  The  Commission  met  with  members  of 
the  Town  Bikeways  Committee  several  times  during 
the  year  to  discuss  their  proposal  to  establish  bike 
routes  throughout  the  town. 

The  Commission  and  Director  were  also  involved 
in  the  organization  and  planning  of  the  July  4th  and 
Acton-Boxborough  Jamboree  celebrations.  Mrs. 
Perkins  was  Secretary/Treasurer  and  Mr.  Haggerty 
served  on  the  Sports  Committee  for  A  B  Jamboree. 

Due  to  budget  pressures  and  tax  cap  limitations, 
no  new  programs  were  started  during  the  year.  The 
revolving  fund  will  give  the  Commission  more 
flexibility  to  start  new  programs  without  requesting 
additional  budget  appropriations. 
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The  Recreation  Department  maintenance  crew 
had  a  lot  of  problems  performing  their  duties  due  to 
continued  equipment  breakdowns.  The  Commission 
will  be  requesting  a  new  medium-size  tractor  at  the 
1980  Annual  Town  Meeting  to  replace  the  existing 
1970  International  Loboy  and  1976  International  Cub 
Cadet  which  cost  the  town  almost  $1 ,500  for  repairs  in 
the  past  three  years. 

The  maintenance  of  town  recreation  areas  has 
reached  a  critical  stage.  Maintenance  budget 
appropriations  and  purchase  of  maintenance 
equipment  have  not  kept  pace  with  construction  and 
development  of  new  town  recreation  areas  and 
facilities. 

We  can  no  longer  adequately  maintain  town 
recreation  areas  that  are  being  used  nine  months  a 
year  with  a  part-time  maintenance  crew.  The 
Commission  will  be  requesting  an  upgrade  of  one  part- 
time  maintenance  position  to  a  full-time  maintenance 
position  in  the  1981-1982  budget. 

Vandalism  was  also  a  major  problem  during  the 
year.  The  control  box  for  the  lights  at  the  Elm  Street 
Field  was  broken  into  several  times.  One  of  the  picnic 
tables  at  the  Great  Hill  Recreation  Area  was  burned 
and  thrown  into  the  woods.  Graffiti  was  a  major 
problem  at  Jones  Field  where  vandals  constantly  used 
the  equipment  box,  picnic  tables  and  wooden 
backstop  to  practice  their  penmanship.  Several 
playground  bubblers  were  destroyed. 

The  trail  markers  on  the  Great  Hill  and  Spring 
Hill  cross-country  ski  and  hiking  trails  were  ripped 
down.  The  portable  soccer  goals  at  the  Gates  School 
Field  were  dismantled  several  times  and  thrown  in  the 
brook  adjacent  to  the  field  before  being  totally 
destroyed     the     final     week     of     the  program. 

The  town  bulldozer,  used  to  work  on  the  Conant 
School  playfield,  had  all  the  windows  broken  and 
gauges  punched  out  one  weekend,  and  the  game  of 
driving  cars  on  wet  muddy  fields  was  also  popular 
again  this  year.  These  acts  of  vandalism  are  costly  to 
the  taxpayers  of  Acton.  Therefore  residents  who  see, 
or  know  or  anyone  responsible  for  any  vandalism 
should  call  the  police  immediately. 

The  Director  continued  to  receive  calls  from  out- 
of-town  residents  inquiring  about  the  possibility  of 
participating  in  the  swim  and  gym  program  held  at 
the  high  school,  Monday  through  Friday  evenings  and 
Saturday  and  Sunday  afternoons.  This  program 
continued  to  be  the  most  popular  with  an  average  of 
60  people  a  day  taking  advantage  of  the  recreational 
swim  and  open  gym  time.  This  figure  does  not  include 
the  many  children  and  adults  who  participated  in  the 
swim  lesson,  swim  team,  and  lifesaving  programs 
offered  during  the  year. 

The  pool  and  gym  were  shut  down  for  four  weeks 
for  maintenance  and  cleaning.  The  Commission  voted 
to  shut  down  on  Friday  evenings  in  December  of  1979, 


Trees  in  winter  by  Brenda  Berrigan. 

and  January  and  February  of  1980  to  cut  program 
costs  and  continue  their  policy  of  making  this  program 
self-supporting.  The  facts  that  Friday  night  was  the 
lowest  attendance  night  of  the  week  and  that  the  high 
school  basketball  teams  played  their  home  games  on 
Friday  evenings  were  also  considered  when  making  this 
decision.  The  Commission  is  hopeful  that  they  will  not 
be  forced  to  cut  back  any  further  on  open  swim  and 
gym  time.  Community  support  and  participation  will 
decide  future  action. 

Despite  the  tax  cap  and  budget  cuts  the 
Commission  will  continue  to  offer  a  quality  cost- 
effective  recreation  program  to  all  residents  of  Acton. 
The  expenditures  for  the  1978-1979  fiscal  year  were 
$101,571.21.  Revenue  in  the  amount  of  $43,727.50, 
plus  rental  fees  to  the  schools  of  $5,801 .47  reduced  the 
actual  cost  of  town  recreation  to  $52,042.24. 

The  major  thrust  in  the  past  few  years  has  been 
away  from  the  more  formal  active  programs  aimed  at 
certain  interest  and  age  groups  to  a  more  total 
community  oriented  program  emphasizing  more 
year-round  recreational  activities  and  leisure  pursuits 
for  all  interest  and  age  groups.  As  an  indication  of 
this,  our  plans  for  1980  do  not  call  for  any  new 
programs  but  rather:  (1)  complete  the  upgrading  of 
the  school  ballfield  at  the  Conant  School,  (2)  construct 
a  shallow  pond  and  parking  area  off  Piper  Road  on 
the  Great  Hill  Recreation  land,  and  (3)  repaint  the 
Elm  Street  tennis  courts. 

Cost-effectiveness  has  become  the  determining 
factor  in  initiating  new  programs  and  continuing  old 
programs.  The  Commission  will  continue  to  work  with 
the  private  groups,  i.e.  Little  League,  Youth  Soccer, 


44 


Adult  Softball  and  commercial  recreation  agencies  in 
the  area  not  only  to  assist  them  in  their  efforts  but  also 
to  avoid  program  duplication. 

The  Commission  would  like  to  formally  thank  the 
Colonial  Little  League  for  their  financial  assistance  to 
help  upgrade  the  Conant  School  ballfield.  The 
Commission  would  also  like  to  express  its  appreciation 
and  thanks  to  those  parents  and  adults  who  helped  out 
during  the  year,  to  the  School  Department, 
Community  Education,  and  all  the  other  town  boards 
and  departments  who  worked  with  us  during  the  past 
year,  and  to  the  Assabet  Valley  Beacon,  Acton 
Minuteman,  and  South  Middlesex  News  for  their 
cooperation  in  publishing  our  activities  and  programs. 

Charles  Morehouse,  Chairman 
Beatrice  Perkins,  Vice-Chairman 
Deven  Scott,  Commissioner 
William  Avril,  Commissioner 
Carol  Mahoney,  Commissioner 
John  Folsom,  Associate  Commissioner 
Thomas  Haggerty,  Director 
Barbara  Woodward.  Secretary 


****** 


Goodnow  Fund 

INVESTMENTS 
Concord  Cooperative  Bank      S3, 000. 00  $3,000.00 

RECEIPTS 

Concord  Cooperative  Bank  158.34  158.34 

EXPENDITURES 
Treasurer  of  the  Acton 

Congregational  Church  138.34  138.34 

Town  of  Acton  for  the  perpetual 
care  of  the  Goodnow  lot  in 

Woodlawn  Cemetery  20.00  20.00 

$158.34 

Thelma  L.  Boatman.  Treasurer 
Nancy  Gilberti 
James  N.  Gates 
Trustees  of  the  Goodnow  Fund 


1979  PROGRAM  REGISTRATION 


1.  Youth  Basketball  Grades  4-6  120 

2.  Youth  Basketball  Grades  7-9  60 

3.  Gymnastics  (Winter)  Grades  K-12  79 

4.  Pre-School  Gymnastics  (Winter)  37 

5.  Children's  Swim  Lessons  (Winter)  97 

6.  Town  Swim  Team  (Winter)  86 

7.  Advanced  Lifesaving  (Winter)  11 

8.  Women's  Volleyball  13 

9.  Women's  Tennis  Lessons  (Spring)  69 

10.  Children's  Swim  Lessons  (Spring)  134 

1 1 .  Pre-School  Swim  Lessons  49 

12.  Adult  Swim  Lessons  (Spring)  20 

13.  Gymnastics  (Spring)  Grades  K- 1 2  97 

14.  Pre-School  Gymnastics  (Spring)  60 

15.  Playground  Program  615 

16.  Arts  and  Crafts  Program  75 

17.  Children's  Swim  Lessons  (Summer)  678 

18.  Children's  Diving  Lessons  41 

19.  Aquatic  Leadership  Courses  13 

20.  Basic  Rescue  and  Water  Safety  Courses  41 

21.  Advanced  Lifesaving  12 

22.  Children's  Tennis  Lessons  310 

23.  Gymnastics  (Summer)  Grades  K-12  146 

24.  Pre-School  Gymnastics  (Summer)  82 

25.  Swim  Team  (Summer)  61 

26.  Youth  Soccer  (Summer)  60 

27.  Women's  Softball  40 

28.  Women's  Tennis  Lessons  (Fall)  21 

29.  Children's  Swim  Lessons  (Fall)  97 

30.  Adult  Swim  Lessons  (Fall)  10 

31.  Gymnastics  (Fall)  Grades  K-12  78 

32.  Pre-School  Gymnastics  (Fall)  35 

33.  Youth  Soccer  (Fall)  48 

34.  Recreational  Swim  and  Open  Gym  Membersl  ,444 
Non-Member  Daily  Admissions  1,600 

1979  SPECIAL  EVENTS 
Date  Event  Attendance 

January  13  Basketball  Clinic  300 

June  28      Animal  Show  240 

July  4         Parades  and  Field  Events  400 

July  10        Magic  Show  180 

Julv  1 1        Field  Trip  To  Stoneham  Zoo  140 

July  12       Circus  Wagon  Theater  150 

July  18        Playground  Talent  Show  75 

Julv  1 9       Field  Trip  to  Crane's  Beach  50 

July  20       Field  Trip  to  Crane's  Beach  63 

July  25        Magic  Show  160 

August  1     Playground  Olympics  200 

August  3     Swimming  Olympics  150 

August  14  Pepsi-Cola  Hotshot  Basketball  200 

August  15  Field  Trip  to  Whalom  Park  140 
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Youth  Commission 


Janet  Larkin's  impression  of  the  Acton  Youth 
Commission. 

The  Youth  Commission  is  a  seven  member  board 
appointed  by  the  Town  Manager  with  the  approval  of 
the  Selectmen.  It  was  created  in  May  1971  to  meet  the 
needs  of  young  townspeople  not  being  met  by  other 
organizations.  To  this  end  the  Commission  sponsors 
and  oversees  the  Youth  Employment  Service  and  con- 
ducts a  number  of  educational,  social  and  recreational 
programs  for  the  youth  of  Acton. 

The  Youth  Employment  Service,  which  is 
managed  by  young  people  under  the  aegis  of  the 
Commission,  continues  its  successful  history  of  finding 
employment  for  youth  as  indicated  in  a  separate 
report  submitted  bv  Y.E.S.  Coordinator  Mark 
Higden. 

Other  programs  sponsored  by  the  Commission 
this  year  were: 

Educational-More  than  sixty  Junior  High  School 
students  were  trained  as  certified  baby-sitters  in  three 
five-week  courses  conducted  by  Junior  High  School 
nurse  Nancy  Miller.  The  Police  and  Fire  Departments 
assisted  in  instructing  the  students  in  how  to  deal  with 
emergencies. 

Late  in  the  year,  the  Commission  launched  an 
initiative  to  add  C.P.R.  instruction  to  the  school 
curriculum  so  that  this  life-saving  training  could  be 
made  available  to  greater  numbers  of  young  people 
than  could  be  accommodated  in  courses  previously 
sponsored  by  the  Commission. 

The  Commission  also  assisted  in  the  organization 
of  Student  Government  Day  at  the  High  School. 


Social-The  Commission  continued  its  practice  of 
sponsoring  a  welcome  reception  for  young  newcomers 
to  Acton.  These  events,  held  in  March  and  November, 
are  generally  well  attended.  Newcomers  are  given  an 
informational  brochure  written  by  other  young  people 
to  acquaint  them  with  Town  facilities  and  services  of 
particular  interest  to  youth.  They  are  also  invited  to 
share  their  reactions  to  their  new  home  town  and  en- 
couraged to  become  active  in  youth  affairs. 

The  Commission  also  sponsored  a  highly  suc- 
cessful roller  skating  party  for  Junior  High  School 
students.  Almost  200  students  joined  in  this  exuberant 
excursion  to  the  Wal-Lex  skating  rink.  Commission 
members  and  their  spouses  chaperoned  this  event  and 
some  even  participated  in  it  at  great  risk  to  life  and 
limb. 

The  Commission  played  an  important  role  in  the 
debut  of  A  B  Jamboree  by  sponsoring  a  Disco  Dance 
on  opening  night.  Despite  the  intense  heat  the  dance 
drew  a  large  group  of  young  people  to  the  High  School 
and  even  attracted  a  number  of  older  patrons  from  a 
more  sedate  affair  staged  in  the  Junior  High 
School. 

The  Commission  also  sponsored  a  Film  Festival 
for  Jamboree,  underwriting  and  presenting  several 
short  movies  produced  by  Acton  Youth. 

Personnel  During  the  year  Commission  mem- 
ber Hayden  Duggan  resigned  and  was  later  elected  to 
the  Board  of  Selectmen.  He  was  replaced  by  Vanetta 
Hunter.  Commission  Chairman  Connie  Huber  step- 
ped down  after  five  years  in  the  job  amidst  resounding 
kudos  from  the  Selectmen,  the  Town  Manager,  her 
fellow  citizens,  and,  loudest  of  all,  the  other  members 
of  the  Commission. 

Louise  Malcolm  who  had  served  the  Commission 
in  a  consulting  capacity  for  some  time  found  it 
necessary  to  leave  and  the  Commission  will  miss  her 
concern  and  cooperation.  Carolyn  Gray  was  welcomed 
as  her  replacement. 

At  summer's  end.  Mark  Higden  replaced  Julie 
Spurr  as  Co  ordinator  of  the  Youth  Employment  Ser- 
vice. Julie  racked  up  a  splendid  record  in  this  role  and 
Mark  is  following  suit. 

Meetings    Youth  Commission  Meetings  are  held 
the  first  and  third  Monday  of  the  month  in  the  Junior 
High  School  Library.  The  Commission  encourages 
anyone  to  attend  who  would  like  to  exchange  ideas 
and  suggestions  on  behalf  of  the  young  people  in  Ac- 
Jack  Ormsbee,  Chairman 
Helen  Berger 
Robert  Caldwell 
Nancy  Carroll 
Connie  Huber 
Vanetta  Hunter 
Marilu  Nowlin 
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YOUTH  EMPLOYMENT  SERVICE 

The  Youth  Employment  Service  has  continued  its 
successful  program  of  finding  employment  for  local 
young  people  during  the  past  year.  In  the  year  June 
1978  through  May  1979  nearly  1000  jobs  were  filled. 
Of  these  nearly  half  were  odd  jobs,  and  the  other  half 
were  steady  jobs.  Slightly  more  than  half  of  the  em- 
ployers were  homeowners,  slightly  less  than  half  were 
businesses.  There  were  many  requests  for  the  Y.E.S. 
babysitting  list  which  is  constantly  updated  and  main- 
tained in  convenient  neighborhood  listings. 

The  Youth  Employment  Service  has  a  list  of  520 
kids  between  the  ages  of  13  to  21  who  are  looking  for 
jobs.  This  figure  tends  to  remain  fairly  constant. 

Fall  is  the  period  of  greatest  activity  for  the  Em- 
ployment Service  when  businesses  are  hiring  people  to 
replace  departing  college  students  and  homeowners 
are  looking  for  people  to  do  yardwork  before  winter. 


Publicity  for  Y.E.S.  is  generated  through  per- 
sonal contact  by  a  Job  Solicitor  with  the  majority  of 
businesses   in   the   community,    and  advertisements 
placed  in  local  newspapers  and  posters.  Howevei 
word  of  mouth  seems  to  be  the  best  advertisement. 

The  staff  of  Y.E.S.  consists  of  one  Job  Coor- 
dinator and  a  Job  Solicitor  who  works  during  summer 
vacation. 

The  office,  which  is  located  in  the  lobby  of  the 
High  School,  is  open  weekdays  1  to  4  p.m.,  September 
1  to  May  31 ,  and  9  a.m.  to  4  p.m.  during  the  summer. 
The  telephone  number  is  263-0123. 

The  Y.E.S.  staff  would  like  to  thank  the  Acton- 
Boxborough  Regional  High  School  and  the  Acton 
Youth  Commission  for  their  steady  help  and  support. 

Mark  Higden 
Coordinator 


x  V 
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Margot  Patrick  wades  across  Jones  Field  in  Acton  during  the  late  January  floods.  (Owen  O'Rourke  photo) 
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Protection  Of  Persons  And  Property 


Police  Department 


Members  of  The  Acton  Police  Department 


CHIEF  OF  POLICE 
Chauncey  R.  Fenton,  Jr. 

SERGEANTS 

George  Robinson 
Robert  MacLeod 

Robert  Parisi 
PATROLMEN 


OPERATIONAL  ASSIGNMENTS 
WITHIN  DEPARTMENT 


Robert  Rhodes 
JohnT.  McNiff 


Bernard  Harrison 
William  Hayes 
Donald  Bresnick 
Brian  Goodman 
Lawrence  DuPont 
Charles  Coggins 
George  Dristilaris 
Calvin  O'Coin 
Thomas  Rogers 


Ronald  Johnson 
Dennis  Thompson 
Stephen  McCarthy 
Paul  McGovern 
Paul  Cogan 
Robert  Cowan 
Bruce  Nadeau 
Frank  Widmayer 
Albert  Crowley,  Jr. 


Scheduling  Officer 
Department  Prosecutor 
Training  Officer 
EMT  Co  ordinator 
Safety  Officer 
Department  Photographer 
Department  Investigator 
Department  Investigator 


Sergt.  Robert  Rhodes 
Sergt.  George  Robinson 
Sergt.  John  McNiff 
Sergt.  Robert  MacLeod 
Ptl.  Bernard  Harrison 
Ptl.  Donald  Bresnick 
Ptl.  Brian  Goodman 
Ptl.  Lawrence  DuPont 


DISPATCHERS 
Phil  Harris  James  McPadden 

John  MacLeod  Raymond  Grey 

Raymond  La  Roche 
MATRONS 

June  Carney  Marjory  Davis 

Christine  M.  Joyce  Natacha  MacGregor 

SECRETARY 
June  Carney 


Ass  t.  Firearm  Training  Officer  Ptl.  George  Dristilaris 
Crime  Prevention  Officer  Ptl.  Charles  Coggins 

TRAINING  AND  EDUCATION 

The  Police  Department  now  has  six  members 
with  Bachelor's  Degrees  in  Criminal  Law.  One  mem- 
ber has  an  Associate's  Degree  at  present  and  is  pres- 
ently working  toward  a  Bachelor's  Degree.  Eight  more 
members  have  credits  and  are  taking  courses  toward 
future  degrees. 

The  following  officers  were  assigned  and  at- 
tended courses  presented  by  the  Massachusetts  Crim- 
inal Justice  Training  Council  during  the  past  year. 
Sergt.  McNiff         Hostage  Negotiations 
Crisis  Intervention 
Crime  Prevention  Officer's  Train- 


Sergt.  Parisi 
Ptl.  Coggins 


ing  program. 

Juvenile  Officer's  Training  Program 


Matt  George  has  a  unique  view  of  how  Police  Department  communicates  with  its  cruisers. 
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Ptl.  Cowan 


Ptl.  Crowley 


According  to  Tracey  Millett,  crime  doesn't  pay  in 
Acton. 

Ptl.  Nadeau  Child  Abuse  and  Neglect, 

Court  Room  Testimony 
Patrol  Tactics 
Hostage  Management 
Crisis  Intervention 
Child  Abuse  and  Neglect 
Patrol  Tactics 
Hostage  Management 
Crisis  Intervention 
Courtroom  Testimony 
Crisis  Intervention 
Patrol  Tactics 
Hostage  Management 
Child  Abuse  and  Neglect 
E.M.T.  Recertification  Course 
Child  Abuse  and  Neglect 
Courtroom  Testimony 
Crisis  Intervention 
E.M.T.  Recertification  Course 
Crisis  Intervention 
E.M.T.  Recertification  Course 
Crisis  Intervention 
Prevention  and  Control  of  Extra- 
ordinary Violence 
State  Police  Photo  and  Fingerprint- 
ing Identification  School 
Prevention  and  Control  of  Extra- 
ordinary Violence 

Sergt.  McNiff  and  Ptl.  Dristilaris  are  Qualified 
Firearm  Instructors  and  during  the  year  all  personnel 
are  required  to  qualify  in  the  proper  use  and  hand- 
ling of  the  various  weapons  under  the  control  of  the 
Police  Department. 

Ptl.  Dristilaris  completed  and  passed  an 
Armorer's  Course  at  Smith  &  Wesson  Arms  Company 
in  Springfield,  Mass.  This  course  consists  of  a 
concentrated  instruction  on  the  care,  maintenance, 
repair  and  safety  features  of  firearms. 


Pt.  Rogers 

Ptl.  Johnson 
Ptl.  O'Coin 
Inspec.  DuPont 
Inspec.  Goodman 


As  a  result  of  this  training,  Ptl.  Dristilaris  now 
handles  approximately  95%  of  the  ordinary  repairs 
associated  with  firearms. 

Both  Sergt.  McNiff  and  Ptl.  Dristilaris  attended  a 
yearly  refresher  course  on  Firearms  conducted  by  the 
Federal  Bureau  of  Investigation  at  Camp  Curtis  Guild 
in  Wakefield,  Mass. 

Sergt.  McNiff  in  his  capacity  as  Training  Officer 
has  also  conducted  several  in-service  training 
programs  in  the  police  related  areas. 

CRIMES  OR  COMPLAINTS  REPORTED 


Tvnp  of  {~!t*imf 

1979 

1978 

Breaking  and  Entering 

148 

171 

Miscellaneous  Complaints 

994 
ZZ^t 

1  F.^ 

Larceny 

754 

784 

Malicious  Damage 

222 

254 

Stolen  M/V's 

92 

85 

Assault  &  Battery 

79 

55 

Stolen  Bikes 

91 

50 

Armed  Robbery 

1 

2 

M/V  Violations 

Resulting  in  Arrests 

275 

205 

Sex  Related  Crimes 

26 

19 

Narcotics 

47 

23 

Suicide  Attempts 

5 

1 

Counterfeiting  and/or  Forgery 

10 

14 

Missing  Persons 

9 

17 

Arson 

11 

7 

MISCELLANEOUS  STATISTICS 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents  Covered  by  Department  495 
Fire  Alarms  Responded  To  1 ,002 

Escorts  (Banks  &  Businesses)  600 
Protective  Custody  Detentions  355 
Physical  Arrests  390 
Emergency  Runs  633 
Traffic  Violations  (citations  issued)  1836 
RECOMMENDATIONS 

As  a  result  of  Town  Meeting  action  in  1978  and 
1979  the  Police  Department  was  allotted  two  more 
patrolmen.  If  we  obtain  a  favorable  vote  at  1980 
Town  Meeting,  we  will  have  enough  personnel  to 
place  a  fourth  patrol  vehicle  on  the  road  to  augment 
the  night  patrol  teams.  Considering  the  growth  factor 
in  both  business  and  residential  areas,  the  addition  of 
extra  patrols  is  certainly  essential  to  obtain  minimal 
coverage  for  the  town. 

I  would  like  to  take  this  opportunity  to  thank  Police 
Department  Personnel,  Town  Administrators,  Depart- 
ment Heads,  Town  Boards  and  Committees  who  have 
worked  with  me  during  the  past  year.  As  Chief,  I  am 
very  appreciative  of  their  efforts.  A  special  thanks  to 
the  citizens  of  Acton  who  have  cooperated  and  assisted 
the  department  in  various  ways,  thus  helping  us  to 
make  the  department  highly  efficient  and  effective 
and  more  responsive  to  the  needs  of  our  community. 

Chauncey  R.  Fenton,  Jr. 

Chief  of  Police 
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Fire  Department 


During  the  past  year  the  Acton  Fire  Department 
responded  to  a  total  of  1645  calls,  which  reflects  a 
sizeable  increase  over  the  number  of  total  responses  for 
the  previous  year.  In  fact  the  department  had  a  total 
increase  of  210  responses  over  the  previous  year,  46  of 
these  responses  were  for  structural  fires.  A  number  of 
these  structural  fires  were  for  properties  with  high 
assessed  values  and  they  suffered  significant  losses.  As 
a  result  the  statistical  comparison  of  fire  losses  as 
opposed  to  assessed  property  value  was  6.53%,  which 
is  very  close  to  the  loss  percentage  of  the  previous 
year.  It  must  be  realized  also  that  the  assessed  values  of 
properties  and  the  cost  of  reconstruction  continues  to 
rise,  and  this  is  reflected  in  all  fire  loss  figures.  Also 
significant  relative  to  the  total  number  of  responses  is 
the  fact  that  as  the  population  and  structural  density 
of  the  town  increases,  the  incidence  of  fires  and  related 
emergencies  will  probably  increase  respectively. 

During  the  year  1979,  this  department 
unfortunately  saw  the  loss  of  life  by  fire  of  two  civilians 
and  the  loss  of  life  of  another  civilian  by  a  heart 
attack,  which  was  thought  to  have  been  caused  by  a 
fire  situation.  There  were  no  firefighter  deaths, 
although  in  an  attempt  to  effect  a  rescue  in  one  of  the 
fatal  fire  situations,  a  total  of  6  firefighters  sustained 
serious  burns  or  were  overcome  by  smoke.  All  of  these 
firefighters  were  transported  to  the  hospital,  were 
treated  and  released. 

On  a  more  positive  note,  I  would  like  to  report 
that  in  February  of  1979  a  new  survey  by  the  I.S.O 
(Insurance  Services  Office)  commenced.  This  was 
pursuant  to  a  statement  made  by  myself  at  the  1977 
Town  Meeting,  that  with  the  purchase  of  a  new  pumper 
and  with  other  significant  changes,  I  would  make  an 
attempt  to  have  I.S.O.  re-survey  the  Town  in  the 
hopes  that  our  fire  rating  could  be  improved  from  a  5- 
C  classification  to  a  4  B  classification.  If  this  were  to 
be  accomplished,  each  homeowner  would  realize  a  net 
savings  of  $8  to  $15  on  their  annual  fire  insurance 
premium.  On  a  townwide  basis,  such  a  saving  would 
amount  to  approximately  $85,000  to  homeowners. 

As  indicated  at  the  1977  Town  Meeting  many 
changes  in  the  Fire  Department  have  taken  place  in 
such  aspects  as  pump  tests,  hose  tests  and  record 
keeping,  all  of  which  were  accomplished  at  no 
additional  cost  to  the  Town.  In  addition  equipment 
and  tools  have  been  upgraded  and  a  full  time  Fire 
Prevention  officer  has  been  added  to  the  department. 
These  changes  had  no  appreciable  impact  on  the  tax 
rate,  yet  they  serve  to  greatly  enhance  our  rating  by 
the  I.S.O.  In  addition  to  these  improvements  on  the 
part  of  the  Fire  Department,  many  improvements  by 
the  Acton  Water  District  also  played  a  major  role  in 
improving  our  fire  rating. 


At  the  conclusion  of  this  survey  during  November 

of  1979,  we  were  very  confident  we  would  obtain  a 
rating  of  4-B  and  possibly  might  even  obtain  a  3-B 
classification  which  would  affect  the  insurance  rates  of 
business  and  commercial  property.  I  feel  that  the 
strong  possibility  of  a  better  fire  rating  would  not  have 
been  accomplished  without  the  cooperation  of  many 
town  boards  and  officers,  namely  the  Town  Manager, 
the  Board  of  Selectmen  and  the  Finance  Committee 
and  also  the  support  and  cooperation  of  the  residents 
of  Acton.  (NOTE:  Results  of  the  survey  re:  a  new 
rating  were  not  yet  available  as  the  report  went  to 
press;  unofficially,  the  4-B  classification  seems  certain, 
and  3-B  is  a  possibility.) 

Maintenance  and  Equipment 

At  the  1978  Town  Meeting,  the  sum  of  $44,000 
was  approved  for  the  purpose  of  reconditioning  and 
repowering  our  present  ladder  truck.  The  result  would 
be  that  the  truck  itself  would  be  totally  reconditioned 
mechanically  and  hydraulically  and  the  ladder  would 
be  reconditioned  and  tested.  All  of  this  would  serve  to 
make  certain  that  the  ladder  was  not  only  dependable 
but  safe.  At  this  writing  the  aerial  ladder  truck  is 
undergoing  the  above  stated  process  at  Continental 
Fire  Trucks  Inc.  in  Hopkinton,  Mass.  The  truck  was 
delivered  to  Continental  on  November  5,  1979  with  an 
expected  return  date  of  approximately  March  1,  1980. 
From  an  economic  and  tax  impact  standpoint,  this 
was  a  prudent  undertaking  in  that  the  ladder  truck 
will  essentially  be  new  and  serviceable  for  another  15 
years,  as  opposed  to  an  outlay  of  approximately 
$125,000.00  to  replace  our  present  ladder  truck  with  a 
new  ladder  truck. 

Addressing  short  term  apparatus  and  vehicle 
needs,  based  on  present  knowledge,  the  chassis  and 
cab  of  the  rescue  truck  will  have  to  be  replaced  in  the 
near  future.  It  is  our  intention  to  retain  the  present 
body  of  the  rescue  truck  and  transfer  it  to  a  new 
chassis  and  cab,  as  the  body  itself  is  stil!  serviceable. 

In  addition  to  the  rescue  truck,  the  car  used  by 
the  Fire  Prevention  Officer  will  have  to  be  considered 
for  replacement  in  the  near  future.  This  vehicle,  a 
1972  Mercury  with  97,000  miles,  although  well  cared 
for  and  rust  repaired  many  times  has  just  about 
reached  the  point  of  no  return  of  its  service  life. 

Finally,  the  Fire  Department  ambulance,  a  1976 
Ford,  placed  into  service  in  May  of  1976  has 
accumulated  over  36,000  miles  at  this  point,  and  is 
beginning  to  suffer  as  a  result  of  age  and  hard 
mileage.  It  was  hoped  that  this  unit,  purchased 
through  a  state  assistance  program,  could  merely  have 
the  ambulance  module  transferred  to  a  new  chassis 
and  cab  when  replacement  was  necessaiy.  However,  it 
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has  been  found  that  our  present  modulance  unit, 
constructed  to  the  required  specifications  of  the  state 
assistance  program,  has  not  held  up  as  expected  under 
actual  field  conditions.  In  view  of  the  fact  that  this 
vehicle  is  used  very  frequently  in  life  threatening 
situations,  it  is  felt  that  the  purchase  of  a  unit  with 
better  construction  features  and  dependability  is 
paramount.  Therefore,  we  must  consider  replacing 
this  unit  within  the  next  year  or  two. 

Our  other  fire  apparatus  from  the  standpoint  of 
pumping  capability  and  reliability  is,  in  general,  in 
excellent  shape.  The  good  mechanical  condition  of 
our  apparatus  must  be  attributed  to  the  efforts  of  our 
maintenance  division  consisting  of  Firefighter  Peter 
Robinson,  Department  Mechanic  and  Firefighter  Carl 
Robinson,  Assistant  Department  Mechanic. 

Of  course,  mechanical  failure  becomes  inherent 
with  age  and  a  greater  number  of  responses.  However, 
through  a  preventive  maintenance  program, 
performed  by  Firefighter  George  Williams,  it  is  hoped 
that  major  problems  can  be  averted.  This  program,  in 


existence  for  18  months  at  this  time,  appears  to  be  suc- 
cessful from  the  standpoint  that  the  line  of 
communication  has  een  extended  to  the  maintenance 
division  and  many  mechanical  problems  are  noticed 
during  routine  maintenance  and  forwarded  to  the 
mechanic  for  immediate  attention. 

My  personal  feeling,  from  an  economic 
standpoint,  is  that  the  Town  is  realizing  much  in  the 
way  of  savings  and  in  expertise  by  having  an  in-house 
maintenance  program.  Parts  are  purchased  at  a 
reasonable  cost,  the  labor  is  charged  at  about  one-half 
that  of  outside  labor  and  emergency  service  is 
available  24  hours  per  day,  365  days  per  year. 

The  fire  stations  remain  in  good  order  from  the 
standpoint  of  housekeeping,  due  to  the  efforts  of  the 
permanent  firefighters.  Good  cooperation  continues 
on  the  part  of  the  Building  Commissioner,  and  the 
energy  conservation  measures  stated  in  the  previous 
years  report  are  in  the  process  of  being  carried  out, 
with  only  the  insulation  of  the  station  roofs  to  be 
completed. 


That's  really  Pete  Robinson  in  the  "Sparky"  costume  talking  to  A.  Jay  P.  Horino.  (Owen  O'Rourke  photo) 
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Personnel 

During  1979  no  new  positions  were  created  in  the 
permanent  department.  There  was  one  resignation 
from  the  permanent  department.  Firefighter  Timothy 
Blaisdell  resigned  to  accept  a  position  out  of  state.  The 
vacated  firefighter  position  was  filled  through  a 
screening  process  and  James  Fenton  was  hired  and 
assigned  to  the  ambulance. 

The  present  permanent  strength  of  the 
department  remains  that  of  a  Chief,  4  Captains,  a 
Lieutenant/Fire  Prevention  officer  and  28 
Firefighters.  The  call  force  presently  consists  of  28  Call 
Firefighters  and  2  Call  Lieutenants. 

It  is  hoped  that  on  the  warrant  for  the  1980  Town 
Meeting,  will  be  an  article  to  request  the  hiring  of  4 


Statistics 

Total  number  of  responses  were  as  follows: 


12/1/77- 

12/1/78- 

11/30/78 

11/30/79 

Residential  Fires 

21 

26 

Multiple  Dwelling  Fires 

15 

9 

Non-Residential  Assembly 

Fires 

0 

0 

Mercantile  Fires 

0 

5 

Manufacturing  Fires 

1 

3 

Storage  Fires 

3 

3 

Grass/ Brush  Fires 

46 

57 

Miscellaneous 

52 

71 

Motor  Vehicle  Fires 

43 

31 

False  Alarms 

44 

45 

Accidental  Alarms 

68 

88 

Emergencies/ Non- Medical 

7 

161 

Accidents 

73 

82 

Medical  Emergencies 

631 

613 

Investigations 

175 

222 

Special  Services 

207 

188 

Mutual  Aid  Dispatched 

27 

19 

Medical  Mutual  Aid 

22 

22 

Totals 

1435 

1645 

Fire  Loss  (Estimated) 

12/1/77-11/30/78  12/1/78-1 1/30/79 

Building  &  Contents  $  91,450.00 

$1,073,844.00 

Vehicles  55,100.00 

41,585.00 

Totals  $146,550.00 

$1, 

115,429.00 

Assessed  Value  of  Property  Involved 

(Excluding  Vehicles) 

$7,385,150.00 

Estimated  Property  Damage 

(Excluding  Contents) 

482,759.00 

Property  Value  Undamaged 

$6,902,391.00 

Therefore:    Percent  of  Property  Damage 

6.53% 

Percent  of  Property  Undamaged: 

93.47% 

dispatchers,  who  will  work  in  the  headquarters  station 
in  West  Acton.  These  dispatchers  are  needed  to 
alleviate  the  serious  situation  of  one  firefighter 
responding  alone  on  apparatus  from  the  headquarters 
station. 

It  has  been  proven  that  one  firefighter  responding 
alone  is  unacceptable  because  a  single  firefighter  is  not 
capable  of  instituting  a  rescue  attempt.  Likewise  it  is 
not  humanly  possible  for  a  single  firefighter  to 
effectively  make  an  initial  fire  attack.  Under  our 
present  situation,  with  one  firefighter  responding 
alone  from  West  Action,  I  feel  that  the  safety  of  the 
residents  of  Acton,  as  well  as  the  safety  of  the 
firefighters  is  seriously  jeopardized. 

Recognizing  that  all  things  cost  money,  it  should 
be  noted  that  over  the  past  three  years  we  have  taken 
advantage  of  the  federally  funded  C.E.T.A. 
(Comprehensive  Employment  Training  Act)  program. 
However  at  this  time,  funding  is  not  available  and  the 
quality  of  personnel  hired  through  this  program  has 
not  been  acceptable  for  such  a  critical  position. 
Therefore,  it  is  necessary  that  immediate  action  be 
taken  to  correct  this  serious  condition. 

Fire  Prevention 

During  the  year  1979,  the  workload  of  the  Fire 
Prevention  Bureau  continued  to  escalate,  primarily 
because  of  the  number  of  plan  reviews  and  inspections 
that  were  necessary  with  the  commercial  and 
residential  development  in  the  Town.  The  Fire 
Prevention  Bureau  which  consists  of  Lt.  Robert  Craig, 
the  Fire  Prevention  Officer  and  Inspector  Clifford 
Hicks  conducted  a  total  of  twelve  fire  investigations 
during  the  year,  as  well  as  handling  the  large  number 
of  inspections  mentioned  above.  In  addition  the  on- 
duty  force  conducted  a  total  of  331  in-service 
inspections  of  businesses  in  the  town.  A  total  of  188 
permits  were  issued  by  the  Fire  Prevention  Bureau 
during  the  year. 

In  the  area  of  public  education,  a  total  of  22 
programs  were  presented  by  the  Fire  Prevention 
Bureau.  Many  of  these  programs  were  conducted  in 
the  public  schools  and  were  well  received.  Especially 
popular  is  "Sparky"  the  fire  dog  who  is  in  reality  one  of 
our  firefighters.  This  year,  our  Fire  Prevention  Week 
activities  were  expanded  on  a  limited  basis,  by 
conducting  an  Open  House  at  the  fire  stations.  During 
a  two  hour  period  of  the  open  house,  approximately 
230  persons  visited  the  Acton  fire  station. 

It  has  been  found  that  the  public  education 
programs  have  been  very  well  received  and  it  is  hoped 
that  funds  will  be  available  to  expand  this  vital  area  of 
fire  prevention.  Basically,  we  would  like  to  expand  the 
open  house  or  public  display  concept  during  Fire 
Prevention  Week  as  this  offers  an  opportunity  to  really 
bring    the    message    of    fire    prevention    to  the 
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community.  It  should  also  be  noted,  that  the 
efforts  of  the  Fire  Prevention  Bureau,  and  the  addition 
of  a  full  time  Fire  Prevention  Officer,  played  a  very 
extensive  role  in  acquiring  an  improved  fire  rating  by 
the  I.S.O.,  as  mentioned  in  the  introduction  of  this 
report.  Needless  to  say,  the  importance  of  this  area  of 
endeavor  and  its  impact  on  the  community  cannot  be 
stressed  enough. 

Training 

The  training  division  under  the  direction  of 
Training  Officer  Captain  Bernard  Caouette  and 
Assistant  Training  Officer  Edward  Bennett  conducted 
a  total  of  2133  hours  of  training  for  both  the 
permanent  and  call  force.  Although  the  training  has 
been  broadened  in  some  areas,  the  goal  of  100  hours, 
per  man,  per  year  for  training  seems  unattainable. 

In  the  past  year,  we  were  fortunate  enough  to  be 
able  to  burn  two  abandoned  structures,  which 
afforded  a  great  deal  of  actual  experience  in  structural 
firefighting.  These  structures  were  burned  only  after 
proper  legal  waivers,  clearances  and  approvals  were 
obtained.  The  burning  of  these  structures  was  planned 
to  offer  experience  in  such  areas  as  search  and  rescue, 
use  of  self-contained  breathing  apparatus,  room  and 
contents  fires,  ventilation,  and  salvage  parctices. 

At  the  burning  of  one  of  the  structures,  a  crew  of 
camera  men  and  technical  writers  from  the  National 
Fire  Protection  Association  was  present.  The 
N.F.P.A.,  headquartered  in  Boston,  is  an  international 
organization  dealing  with  fire  protection.  The 
N.F.P.A.  utilized  this  drill  situation  to  film  portions  of 
a  slide/tape  program  dealing  with  firefighter  safety 
programs.  Recently,  a  set  of  the  slide/tape  program 
that  was  developed  was  presented  to  this  department 
by  the  N.F.P.A.  in  appreciation  for  the  assistance  of 
our  department. 

In  addition  to  the  N.F.P.A.  the  Massachusetts 
Fire  Academy  and  the  Department  of  Public  Safety 
also  utilized  this  drill  situation  as  a  field  exercise  for  an 
Advanced  Arson  Investigation  course.  Various 
incendiary  fires  were  set  in  the  structure,  and  after 
being  extinguished,  were  investigated  by  course 
participants  consisting  of  police  and  fire  personnel 
from  many  cities  and  towns. 

Fire  Alarm 

The  Fire  Alarm  Division  consists  of  Captain 
Frost,  Fire  Alarm  Superintendent  and  Firefighters 
Robert  Wetherbee  and  George  Williams.  These  men 
not  only  continued  their  excellent  job  of  maintaining 
the  municipal  fire  alarm  system  but  also  completed 
many  improvements  in  the  area  of  fire  alarm  and 
communications.  There  were  5  master  boxes  and  2 
street  boxes  installed  during  the  past  year,  and  all  of 
the  older  fire  alarm  boxes  have  now  been  changed  to  a 


Permits  Issued 


12/1/77- 

12/1/78- 

11/30/78 

11/30/79 

Fuel  Oil  Burner  &  Storage 

68 

93 

Blasting 

26 

25 

Flammable  Gas/  Liquid 

24 

21 

Miscellaneous 

41 

IM 

Totals 

159 

188 

Monies  Collected 

Permits 

$  136.00 

Ambulance  Receipts 

$3,510.00 

Miscellaneous  Receipts 

S  60.00 

modern  type,  with  a  total  of  255  boxes  now  on  the 
municipal  fire  alarm  system. 

In  the  area  of  communications  improvements, 
the  fire  alarm  division  has  been  responsible  for 
installing  a  24  hour  digital  clock  in  the  fire  alarm 
console  at  the  headquarters  station.  The  fire  alarm 
office  has  been  equipped  with  a  base  radio  on  a 
frequency  compatible  with  towns  in  the  Littleton  area, 
for  mutual-aid  purposes.  Likewise,  a  two-way  radio  on 
this  other  frequency  has  also  been  installed  in  the 
Captains'  vehicle.  Also,  a  two-way  radio  on  the 
municipal  frequency  has  been  installed  in  the  Fire 
alarm  truck,  to  permit  routine  or  non-emergency 
communications  with  the  fire  alarm  dispatch  center 
without  tying  up  the  primary  radio  frequency  used  for 
emergency  dispatching. 

Administratively  a  fire  alarm  operators  manual 
was  developed  and  response  cards  and  mutual-aid 
procedures  were  revised.  These  revisions  were  done  by 
onduty  firefighters,  in  an  effort  to  update  and 
standardize  dispatch  procedures  for  ourselves,  as  well 
as  with  surrounding  towns  on  the  same  radio 
frequency. 

Emergency  Medical  Services 

The  Emergency  Medical  Services  Division  has 
continued  to  function  smoothly  and  provide 
outstanding  service  to  the  community.  Letters  of 
praise  and  thanks  for  the  professionalism  and  concern 
of  the  department  personnel  providing  medical  aid  are 
constantly  received  from  both  individuals  using  the 
service  and  medical  professionals  as  well. 

Twenty-Five  of  the  thirty-three  man  force  are 
currently  registered  EMT.  This  is  one  of  the  highest 
percentages  in  the  area.  These  men  are  to  be 
commended.  It  is  no  easy  task  to  maintain  this 
certification.  It  requires  many  hours  of  training  both 
while  on-duty,  within  the  department,  as  well  as  off- 
duty  by  attending  various  special  drills  and  training 
seminars. 
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As  noted  in  the  past,  the  credit  for  the 
outstanding  performance  and  continued  success  of  the 
ambulance  program  must  go  to  Firefighter  Malcolm 
Perkins,  the  Emergency  Medical  Services  Coordinator, 
and  Firefighter  William  Primiano,  the  Emergency 
Medical  Services  Training  Coordinator. 

Summary 

In  closing,  I  would  like  to  thank  the  Permanent 
and  Call  Personnel  of  the  Acton  Fire  Department  for 


their  continued  cooperation,  assistance,  efficiency  and 
professionalism.  I  would  also  like  to  thank  the  other 
department  heads,  town  officials  and  committees  with 
whom  I  have  dealt  in  the  past  year,  for  their 
cooperation.  Finally,  once  again,  special  thanks  to  the 
Auxiliary  Fire  Department  of  the  Acton  Civil  Defense 
for  their  immeasurable  assistance  on  many  occasions. 

Malcolm  S.  MacGregor 
Chief  of  Department 


Are  those  rabbit  ears  on  the  captain?  (Holly  Heyner  photo) 


Workmen's  Compensation  Agent 


For  the  year  1979,  thru  November  28,  there  were 
twenty  one  (21)  accidents  reported  from  the  following 


departments: 

School  Department 

Conant   2 

Douglas   4 

Merriam   1 

McCarthy-Towne   4 

Building  Inspector   1 

Town  Clerk   1 

Cemetery  Department    2 

Highway  Department   6 


Twelve  of  the  injured  had  medical  attention,  five 
required  some  loss  of  time,  from  one  to  four  days. 
Two  had  considerably  more  time  out,  due  to  extent 
of  injury. 

The  accident  of  November  19,  1978  is  still  being 
held  open,  depending  on  physical  condition  in  the 
future. 

The  accident  of  June  24,  1977  that  was  closed  and 
reopened  due  to  complications  is  still  open,  but  the 
company  is  appealing  its  liability. 

Theron  A.  Lowden 
Workmen's  Compensation  Agent 
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Board  Of  Health 


Last  year  the  Acton  Board  of  Health  made  over 
2,000  environmental  inspections. 

A  great  deal  of  our  time  has  been  consumed  by 
the  problems  concerning  the  contamination  of  the 
Assabet  Wells,  the  sludge  problem  in  the  Assabet 
River,  and  the  removal  of  bats  from  houses. 

We  have  also  revised  and  updated  our  Rules  and 
Regulations,  copies  of  which  are  available  at  the 
Board  of  Health  office. 

Board  member  David  Ogrodnick,  D.D.S. 
completed  his  appointment.  The  Doctor  served  on  the 
Board  for  three  years.  The  Board  and  I  wish  to 
publicly  thank  him  for  the  time  he  devoted  to  the 
Town. 

Mr.  Norman  Higgins  has  been  appointed  as  the 
new  member  and  we  are  looking  forward  to  working 
with  him. 

The  following  is  a  summation  of  the  activities  and 
services  for  1979: 

Rabies  Clinic 

The  Acton  Board  of  Health  holds  a  rabies 
immunization  clinic  in  late  March  or  early  April  of 
each  year  for  all  dogs  six  months  of  age  or  over.  Under 
Massachusetts  law,  every  dog  must  be  immunized 
once  every  two  years. 

Mosquito  Control 

The  control  consisted  of  almost  five  foggings  of 
the  Town  by  Ultra-Low  Volume  apparatus  for  the 
control  of  adult  mosquitos.  Malathion  is  the  pesticide 
used  to  accomplish  this  purpose. 

Board  of  Health  summer  personnel  did  the 
majority  of  the  fogging  in  the  Town,  along  with 
personnel  of  the  Central  Massachusetts  Mosquito 
Control  Project. 

Source  reduction  work  in  the  form  of  stream, 
ditch,  and  drain  cleaning  and  clearing  was  done  by 
both  the  Control  Project  and  Board  of  Health 
employees. 

Septic  Tank  Care 

All  residents  in  the  Town  of  Acton  are  reminded 
of  their  responsibility  to  maintain  their  septic  tanks 
and  underground  leaching  areas. 

A  septic  tank  system  will  serve  a  home 
satisfactorily  only  if  it  is  properly  located,  designed, 
constructed  and  adequately  maintained.  Even  a  good 
system  which  does  not  have  proper  care  and  attention 
may  become  a  nuisance  and  a  burdensome  expense. 

Neglect  of  the  septic  tank  is  the  most  frequent 
cause  of  damage  to  the  leaching  system.  When  the 
tank  is  not  cleaned,  solids  build  up  until  they  are 
carried  into  the  undergound  leaching  system  where 
they  block  the  flow  of  the  liquid  into  the  soil.  When 
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The  water  ban  meant  that  some  residents  had  to 
wash  their  cars  (and  themselves?)  late  at  night, 
according  to  this  sketch  by  Joanne  A. 


this  happens,  the  leaching  system  must  be  rebuilt  or 
relocated- -a  costly  undertaking.  The  precautions  of 
periodic  inspection  and  cleaning  of  the  septic  tank  can 
prevent  this  needless  expense  and  work  by  extending 
the  life  of  the  leaching  systems. 

The  frequency  of  cleaning  depends  on  the  size  of 
the  septic  tank  and  the  number  of  people  it  serves.  A 
garbage  grinder  should  not  be  used  unless  approved  by 
the  Board  of  Health.  With  ordinary  use  and  care,  a 
septic  tank  usually  requires  cleaning  every  two  years. 
When  the  total  depth  of  scums  and  solids  at  the  inlet 
exceeds  one-third  of  the  liquid  depth  of  the  tank,  the 
tank  should  be  cleaned.  The  accumulated  solids  are 
ordinarily  pumped  out  by  companies  which  do  this 
work  satisfactorily.  The  solids  removed  should  be 
buried  or  disposed  in  a  manner  approved  by  your  local 
Health  Department  to  avoid  obnoxious  and  health 
hazards.  There  are  no  chemicals,  yeasts,  bacteria, 
enzymes,  or  other  substances  capable  of  eliminating  or 
reducing  the  solids  and  scum  in  a  septic  tank  so  that 
periodic  cleaning  by  the  homeowner  is  unnecessary. 
Contrary  to  some  beliefs,  the  addition  of  such  products 
is  not  necessary  for  the  proper  functioning  of  a  septic 
tank  disposal  system  and  can  be  harmful  to  the 
leaching  field. 
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Garbage  Collection 

The  Town  of  Acton  maintains  a  municipal 
garbage  collection  and  is  based  on  a  once-a-week 
collection.  All  garbage  shall  be  stored  in  a  place 
convenient  for  removal.  Garbage  collectors  are  not 
allowed  to  enter  any  building,  breezeway,  garage, 
etc.,  to  pick  up  garbage;  garbage  cans  should  be  of 
adequate  size  and  have  tight  lids.  Paper  bags,  paper 
wrapping  or  other  trash  shall  not  be  deposited  with 
edible  garbage.  Paths  and  garbage  pail  areas  must  be 
free  of  ice  and  snow  and  paths  sanded  for  safe  footing. 
All  garbage  complaints  shall  be  directed  to  the 
contractor  at  369-7541.  If  you  do  not  have  satisfaction 
after  contacting  the  contractor,  call  the  Board  of 
Health  at  263-4736  and  we  will  try  to  remedy  the 
situation.  Please  contact  the  Board  of  Health  to  begin 
this  service. 

Sanitary  Landfill 

The  Town  of  Acton  Maintains  a  sanitary  landfill 
for  rubbish  and  trash  disposal.  It  is  located  on  Route  2 
just  west  of  Hosmer  Street  and  it  is  open  six  days  a 
week  from  8:00  a.m.  to  3:45  p.m.  and  closed  Sundays 
and  holidays.  (Check  schedule  posted  at  entrance  for 
summer  hours.) 

Day  Care  Services 

The  Acton  Board  of  Health  has  again  become  the 
licensing  agency  for  these  services.  If  you  have  any 
questions  regarding  Day  Care,  call  263-4736. 


Communicable  Diseases  Reported  for  1979: 

Animal  Bites  12  Measles  0 

Chicken  Pox  13  Salmonella  2 

German  Measles  1  Syphillis  1 

Gonorrhea  2  Amoebic  Dysentery  0 

Mumps  0  Meningitis  0 

Strep  0  Hepatitis  0 

Shigella  1  Tuberculosis  2 

Malaria  1 

Shigella  Sonnei  1 


Chapter  111,  Section  111  of  the  General  Laws, 
Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  requires  that  all 
communicable  diseases  must  be  reported  to  the  Board 
of  Health,  263-4736. 


Permits  and  Licenses  Issued: 

Installers  Permits  25 

Sewage  Disposal  Permits  114 

Food  Establishments  41 

Temporary  Food  Establishments  27 

Frozen  Dessert  7 

Retail  Food  Establishments  34 

Sundries  8 

Milk  and  Cream  Licenses  48 


Mobile  Food  Server  Permits  7 

Offal  Transport  6 

Commercial  Haulers  Permit  12 

Public  and  Semi-  Public  Swimming  Facilities  18 

Sewage    Transporter  Permits  13 

Burial  or  Removal  Permits  50 

Plumbing  Permits  239 

Gas  Permits  191 

Private  Permits  3 

Motel  1 

Total  Collected  Miscellaneous  Items: 

Plumbing  Permits  $3,540.00 

Gas  Permits  1,838.00 

Sewerage  Permits  -  New  -  80  6,059.00 
Repair  -  34 

Septage  Coupons 

July  1  -  June  30,  1979  9,600.00 

Miscellaneous  3,947.56 

Sewer  Connections  -  21  24,984.56 


The  Acton  Board  of  Health  contracts  for  mental 
health  services  with  Eliot  Community  Mental  Health 
Center  (EMHC),  formerly  Walden  Guidance  Associa- 
tion, to  provide  mental  health  services  to  the  Town 
of  Acton. 

These  services  are  provided  through  (1)  the  Eliot 
Clinic  and  (2)  the  Eliot  Day  Center. 


Eliot  Clinic 

The  Eliot  Clinic  of  the  EMHC  is  the  out-patient 
facility  of  the  Concord  Area  Comprehensive  Mental 
Health  Center,  which  serves  ten  area  communities. 

The  Clinic  offers  services  to  residents  in  the  area 
regardless  of  their  ability  to  pay,  their  age  or  sex. 

Services  provided  by  the  Eliot  Clinic  include: 

1.  Intake,  referral,  and  information  services. 

2.  Evaluation  and  treatment  services  for  individuals, 
groups,  and  families. 

3.  Consultation  and  education  services  to  schools, 
legal  and  community  organizations. 

4.  A  Therapeutic  Preschool  Program. 

5.  The  Children's  Day  Treatment  Service. 

6.  Mental  Retardation  Services 

7.  Volunteer  Services. 

The  Clinic  is  open  Monday  -  Thursday  from 
8:30  a.m.  -  9:00  p.m.  and  Friday  from  8:00  a.m.  - 
5:00  p.m.  Fees  are  based  on  a  sliding  scale,  depending 
on  a  families'  ability  to  pay,  and  the  Clinic  is  eligible 
for  third  party  payments,  including  CHAMPUS  and 
Medicaid.  There  are  no  specific  "pre-admission" 
requirements,  nor  is  there  generally  a  formal  waiting 
list. 
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Eliot  Day  Center 

The  Eliot  Day  Center,  the  partial  hospitalization 
unit  of  the  EMHC,  provides  full  daytime 
comprehensive  services  for  a  wide  range  of  mental 
health  problems.  It  is  located  in  the  Community 
Agencies  Building  of  Emerson  Hospital.  It  is  a 
psychiatric  day  hospital  or  "day  treatment"  facility 
that  serves  the  residents  of  ten  area  towns.  It  is  staffed 
by  graduate  level  mental  health  professionals  and 
trainees  who  work  alongside  Mental  Health  Center 
staff  or  other  community  professionals  in  psychiatry, 
psychology,  social  work,  medicine,  pastoral  counseling 
and  other  human  services. 

If  anyone  is  interested  in  these  services  or  wants  to 
obtain  further  information,  please  call  Eliot 
Community  Mental  Health  Center  at  369-1113. 

Donald  R.  Gilberti,  Chairman 
Steven  Calichman,  Director 
Paul  McNulty,  Sanitarian 
Louis  Beauregard 
Norman  Higgins 
Karen  Callahan,  Secretary 

Future  Plans 

1 .  Increase  Well  Child  Clinics 

2.  Two  hours  per  week  on  site  at  Elderly  Housing  for 
health  screening. 

3.  Participation  in  Hospice  program  at  Emerson 
Hospital. 

4.  Increased  service  and  programs  to  young  mothers. 

5.  Involvement  in  occupational  health. 

We  would  like  to  thank  the  physicians,  service 
organizations  and  volunteers  who  have  supported  our 
programs  and  services. 

Rosemarie  Durkin,  R.N.,  Staff  Nurse 
Catherine  MasLanka,  R.N.,  Staff  Nurse 
Florence  Ross,  R.N.,  Senior  Staff  Nurse 
PriscillaJ.  Greene,  R.N.,  Administrator/Supervisor 
GeneSwartz,  M.D.,  Medical  Advisor 
Karen  A.  Callahan,  Secretary 


Public  Health 
Nursing  Service 

The  Acton  Public  Health  Nursing  Service  is 
dedicated  to  providing  health  care  services  to  Acton 
residents  that  foster  the  attainment  of  their  highest 
level  of  physical,  mental  and  social  well-being. 

As  a  Certified  Home  Health  Agency,  the  Acton 
Public  Health  Nursing  Service  provides  home  health 
care  to  the  community.  Services  provided  are  available 
to  all  Acton  residents,  with  physicians'  orders,  and 
include: 

Three  full  or  part-time  Registered  Nurses  who 
provide: 

Bedside  care  of  acute  and  chronic  illness  on  part- 
time  basis  with  a  physician's  orders. 
Instruction  in  patient  care  to  both  the  patient  and 
the  family. 

Surgical  dressings,  hypodermic  injections,  ostomy 

care,  monitoring  cardiac  status. 

Family  health  guidance  in  child  development  and 

growth. 

Ante  and  Postpartum  instruction  to  new  mothers 
and  care  of  the  newborn,  especially  premature 
babies. 

Instruction  and  interpretation  of  special  diets. 
Support  to  emotionally  disturbed  patients. 
Diabetic  teaching. 
Rehabilitation  nursing. 
Adult  health  supervision. 
Prevention  of  illness  and  accidents. 

A  Physical  Therapist 

Available  on  a  part-time  basis  to  provide 
evaluation,  therapy,  and  teaching  in  the  home  for  the 
recuperating  or  homebound  person. 


c 

V 

V  j 

EB  51 

J  s 

J. 

a 

© 

33 

ffl 

[ 

jS 

3  f 

n 

Y 

\ 

M 

Ah 

Heather  Cignotti  shows  that  tenants  in  Acton  can 
be  very  friendly. 


A  Medical  Social  Worker 

Available  part-time  to  assess  and  evaluate 
emotional  and  social  needs  in  relation  to  health 
problems  and  to  provide  individual  and  family 
counseling. 

Home  Health  Aides 

To  assist  with  the  patients  activities  of  daily  living 
under  the  supervision  of  a  nurse. 

To  support  these  services  there  is  a  charge  for 
home  visits.  Many  of  the  services  are  fully  or  partially 
covered  by  Medicare,  Medicaid,  Blue  Cross,  Veterans 
Services,  or  private  insurance  policies.  The  nurse  will 
assist  the  client  in  obtaining  financial  coverage.  No 
one  is  refused  service  based  on  his  inability  to  pay. 
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John  Rinaldi  illustrates  what  Acton  Center  looks  like  on  a  summer's  day  (upper  left),  Marsha  Minnich 
wants  to  know  what's  become  of  the  bike  paths  advisory  committee  (lower  left),  Krista  Papas  is  encouraging 
citizen  activists  to  protect  their  environment  (upper  right),  Matt  Aeberhard  wants  crime  controlled  (lower 
right).  Collage  by  Lori  Janes 
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From  July  1,  1978  through  June  30,  1979  there 
were: 

2393  Nursing  visits  -  1718  to  persons  over  65 

1008  Clinic  visits 

112  Physical  Therapy  visits 

21  Social  Service  visits 

128  Social  Service  consults 

952  Home  Health  Aide  visits 

Fees  Collected  Were: 

Cash  $5,669.25 
Medicare  28,316.19 
Blue  Cross  473.10 
Medicaid  (Welfare)  3.818.55 

Veterans  Services   166.98 

Total  38,444.07 
The  nursing  service  also  carries  out  the  nursing 

responsibilities  of  the  Acton  Board  of  Health;  these 

include: 

Community  clinics  for  preventive  health 
services  -  influenza,  blood  pressure,  diabetic  and  lead 
screening. 


Well  Child  Clinics  -  health  screening  and 
immunizations  for  children  1  month  -  5  years  under 
the  direction  of  Dr.  Ray  Tripp  and  Dr.  Ellen  Bell . 

Well  Seniors  Clinic  health  screening  and 
counseling  at  the  Drop  In  Center. 

Communicable  Disease  Control  -  Tuberculosis, 
Salmonella,  Hepatitis. 

Nursery  and  Day  Care  Center  Licensing. 

Office  visits  for  health  supervision. 

In  the  past  year  the  nursing  service  has  worked 
with  some  of  the  following  agencies  and  organizations: 

Acton  Housing  Authority 

American  Cancer  Society 

American  Heart  Association 

CASE  Collaborative 

CODE 

Concord  Family  Service 
Council  on  Aging 

Fitchburg  state  (Student  Nurse  Clinic  Site) 
Minuteman  Home  Care  Corporation 
Salvation  Army 
White  Fund 
Whitney  Fund 


Building  Department 


In  previous  years  this  department  has  reported 
various  statistics  related  to  Acton's  growth.  These 
figures  are  customarily  drawn  upon  to  predict 
demographic  changes,  future  municipal  service 
requirements,  trends  in  local,  regional  and  national 
economics,  and  so  on.  Without  spending  a  great  deal 
of  time  on  these  types  of  statistics  I  would  simply  state 
that  the  number  of  single  family  dwelling  permits 
issued  during  this  year  exceeded  those  in  1978  and 
commercial  development  has  kept  pace  with  previous 
years. 

The  news  story  for  this  year,  however,  is  energy 
conservation  .  .  .  specifically,  wood  stoves.  Without 
qualification,  New  Englanders  are  responding  to 
OPEC  with  a  clear  message  -  independent  Yankee  self- 
sufficiency.  This  writer  applauds  the  response; 
however,  as  a  building  official  I  cannot  maintain  a 
clear  conscience  without  an  exclamation  from  my 
entire  department  .  .  .  HELP!! 

The  woodstove  syndrome  has  been  primarily 
responsible  for  the  largest  number  of  building  permits 
ever  issued  in  the  Town  of  Acton.  More  than  560 
permits  have  been  issued  to  date  with  216  woodstove 
permits  included  in  the  total.  This  exceeded  the  1978 
total  by  more  than  200  (a  55%  increase). 

The  significance  of  these  numbers  is  realized 
when  one  understands  that  the  average  woodstove 
installation    requires   as   much    administrative  and 


inspectional  time  from  your  Building  Department  as  a 
single  family  dwelling.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  the  impact 
has  been  so  great  that  a  special  application  and  permit 
form  had  to  be  developed  for  administrative  purposes 
and  afternoon  and  evening  "instruction  classes"  are 
being  conducted  for  inividuals  who  wish  to  install  their 
own  appliances. 

It  is  not  my  custom  to  extend  public  credit  to 
employees  of  the  Building  Department.  However,  I 
believe  the  citizens  of  Acton  should  know  that  Norine 
Christian  and  Mike  Butler  have  suffered  through  -  and 
survived  -  a  very  difficult  year.  Norine  spent  most  of 
1979  in  significant  physical  discomfort  resulting  from 
two  (2)  bouts  with  major  surgery  early  in  the  year  and 
Mike  has  simply  been  outstanding  in  shouldering  a 
much  heavier  than  normal  burden.  Both  are  super. 

At  this  time  a  simple  acknowledgement  of  an 
employee  in  another  department  is  in  order.  Rick 
Sherman,  the  Planning  Administrator,  has  given 
notice  that  she  will  soon  leave  the  Town's  employ  to 
change  professions  and  pursue  an  extremely  ambitious 
career  in  New  Hampshire.  Unfortunately,  the  vast 
majority  of  our  citizens  have  little  or  no  idea  who  Rick 
is,  what  her  contributions  have  been  to  the  Town  of 
Acton  or  the  quality  and  character  she  has  brought  to 
our  municipal  government.  I  do. 

Don  P.Johnson 
Building  Commissioner 
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Acton  Civil  Defense  Agency 


The  year  1979  proved  to  be  another  eventful  year 
for  the  Acton  Civil  Defense  Agency.  During  the  floods 
over  6,000  sand  bags  were  filled  by  Boy  Scouts, 
Explorers  and  Town  personnel.  Many  hours  of 
volunteer  time  was  spent  on  this  disaster  alone. 

The  Acton  Civil  Defense  Agency  is  made  up  of 
the  following  departments:  Auxiliary  Police,  Auxiliary 
Fire,  Communications  Search  and  Rescue  Team,  and 
a  Medical  Team.  All  departments  are  very  active. 

Constant  training  is  in  process  throughout  the  year. 
Staff  members  have  attended  weekend  sessions  with 
both  state  and  federal  agencies. 

A  plan  for  Energy  Emergencies  has  been 
developed: 

We  now  have  a  shelter  manager,  a  radiological 
monitor  officer. 

The  continuing  cooperation  from  all  town 
departments  is  a  major  factor  in  the  success  of  this 
Department. 

With  the  present  world  situation  we  have  a  lot  of 
work  to  do.  We  need  the  support  of  the  people  of  Acton. 

Don  Macaulay 
Director 

Auxiliary  Police 

The  Acton  Auxiliary  Police  Department  is  a 
branch  of  Acton  Civil  Defense.  The  Auxiliary  Police  is 
made  up  of  men  and  women  volunteers  who  are 
trained  by  the  Auxiliary  Police,  the  Acton  Police 
Department,  and  the  Massachusetts  Civil 
Preparedness  Agency. 

Presently  the  Auxiliary  Police  is  Comprised  of  one 
captain,  one  lieutenant,  one  sergeant,  and  six 
patrolmen: 

Captain  K.  Sundberg  Patrolman  M.  Stutman 

Lieutenant  C.  Day  Patrolman  T.  Moore 

SergeantJ.  Batchelder  Patrolman  B.  Guenard 

Patrolman  D.  Charter  Patrolman  W.  Mauru 

Patrolman  M.  Benson 

The  Auxiliary  Police  supplements  the  Acton 
Police  Department  in  times  of  emergency  as  well  as 
routine  details  and  patrols.  The  Auxiliary  Police 
Officer  is  involved  with  traffic  details  for  parades, 
marathons,  etc.,  and  security  details.  Some  of  the 
details,  which  are  of  no  cost  to  the  town  are:  Isaac 
Davis  Camporee,  Lions  Fair,  Acton-Boxboro 
Jamboree,  Fourth  of  July,  Crown  Resistance  Day, 
Graduation,  Football  Games,  Halloween,  Vacant 
House  Security  Checks,  and  Patrolling  of  Schools. 

There  is  a  lot  of  work  that  Civil  Defense  has  yet  to 
do  for  the  community.  Acton  is  lacking  in  the  areas  of 
shelters  and  shelter  wardens,  radiological  monitors, 
controls  and  procedures  dealing  with  transport  of 
hazardous  materials  through  Acton,  an  Emergency 


Operation  Center,  and  the  education  of  the  public  to 
the  effects  of  nuclear  fall-out  and  how  to  protect 
themselves  from  it. 

Acton  Civil  Defense  receives  overwhelming 
cooperation  from  other  town  agencies  but  for  the  most 
part,  the  people  of  Acton  are  apathetic  about  the 
situation.  The  situation  is  that  we  all  live  in  an  attack 
environment.  For  example,  the  Iranian  situation. 
Think  about  it.  Do  something  about  it.  It  could  save 
your  life  and  your  family's  lives. 

Acton  CD.  Communications  Department 

This  year  additional  radio  equipment  was 
purchased  to  enable  Civil  Defense  vehicles  to  maintain 
communications  with  CD.  Headquarters  and  the 
police  and  fire  departments.  These  radios  and  existing 
equipment  were  used  to  coordinate  activities  during 
the  First  Acton-Boxboro  Jamboree. 

They  were  also  used  to  monitor  traffic  during  the 
Town  Fair  road  race  and  the  "Run  for  the  Gold".  The 
police  were  supported  during  the  race  with  personnel 
stationed  at  strategic  locations  to  ensure  the  safety  of 
the  runners  and  observers. 

Communications  personnel  participated  in  public 
service  radio  nets  which  provide  support  to  towns  in 
eastern  Massachusetts  which  require  aid.  Daily  reports 
were  also  given  to  the  Radio  Amatuer  Interstate 
Weather  Net  of  weather  and  road  conditions  for  use 
by  local  weather  broadcasters. 

Communications  personnel  were  on  alert  status 
during  the  winter  floods  and  the  reentry  of  Skylab. 

Acton  CD.  Communications  has  entered  into  a 
mutual  aid  agreement  with  neighboring  towns  to 
provide  additional  communications  should  their 
services  be  required. 

Auxiliary  Fire  Department 

The  Auxiliary  Fire  Department  consists  of  16 
personnel  who  are  on  call  to  assist  the  Acton  Fire 
Department  and  other  agencies  during  an  emergency. 

During  the  past  12  months,  we  have  been  called 
out  205  times  to  assist  at  fires,  pump  flooded  cellars, 
provide  emergency  lighting  and  other  services.  This 
represents  an  increase  of  91%  over  1978  figures  and 
our  personnel  volunteered  1196  man-hours  during 
these  emergencies. 

There  are  two  pieces  of  apparatus  that  we 
operate.  The  first,  a  1948  Ford,  is  a  light  duty  rescue 
unit  equipped  with  ropes,  shovels,  saws,  pumps,  a 
lighting  plant  and  cascade  system  for  refilling  air 
bottles  used  on  self-contained  breathing  equipment. 
Our  second  piece  of  apparatus  is  a  small  brush  fire 
truck  that  we  built  this  year  with  the  assistance  of 
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both  the  Highway  and  Fire  Departments.  The  truck  is 
a  1967,  1  Vi  ton  Jeep  that  was  acquired  through 
Government  Surplus  and  which  replaced  a  smaller 
and  older  vehicle. 

Dean  Melanson,  our  Training  Officer,  conducted 
17  drills  in  which  463  man-hours  were  spent  training. 
The  drills  cover  the  basics  and  progress  into  evolutions 
that  involve  operation  and  placement  of  ladders,  hose 
lines,  apparatus  and  other  equipment.  Courses  were 
also  given  in  extinguishment  of  flammable  liquids,  car 
fires,  brush  fires  and  structure  fires.  We  also 
participated  in  drills  given  by  the  Acton  Fire 
Department,  visited  Boston  Fire  Alarm  and  three  of 
our  personnel  completed  the  Fire-fighters  Course  held 
at  the  State  CD.  Academy  in  Topsfield. 

We  want  to  thank  our  Town  Manager, 
Christopher  Farrell,  the  Fire  Chief,  Malcolm 
MacGregor,  Highway  Superintendent  Allen  Nelson 
and  Highway  Mechanic  Robert  Kendall,  who,  along 
with  many  others  have  unselfishly  assisted  this  agency. 
We  would  also  like  to  express  our  gratitude  to  Air 
Reduction  for  their  assistance  in  setting  up  our 
cascade  system  and  the  Acton  Lions  Club  for  their 
donation  of  much  needed  equipment. 

Explorer  Post  7 

In  the  past  Explorer  Post  7  has  helped  with  many 
matters  and  many  townspeople  and  hopes  to  continue 
to  do  so  in  the  future. 

A  few  good  examples  would  be  shoveling  out  the 
elderly  people  when  they  need  it.  During  the  blizzard 
of  '78  many  people  worked  many  long  hours,  and 
during  last  year's  flooding  as  well. 

In  January  of  last  year  the  post  was  involved  in 
campouts.  They  were  also  taking  a  C.P.R.  course  and 
a  basic  first  aid  course. 

In  March,  the  members  organized  a  Rock-a-thon 
to  raise  funds  for  the  Post  equipment  and  training. 
The  day  after  the  Rock-a-thon  the  Post  went  to 
Framingham  to  do  surveillance  and  first  aid  for  an 
Easter  Seals  Marathon.  That  entailed  setting  up  first 
aid  stations  at  the  various  checkpoints  throughout  the 
course  and  checking  up  on  any  people  who  seemed  to 
be  having  difficulties.  Several  of  the  Post  members  also 
attended  a  Regional  Explorer  Conference  held  in 
Bridgeport,  Conn. 

In  May  we  had  a  campout  with  boy  scouts, 
handling  first  aid.  The  members  of  the  Post  started 
C.B.  training  with  React.  They  were  also  invited  to  the 
Topsfield  Civil  Defense  Training  Academy  to  act  as 

victims  for  the  people  training  there  at  that  time.  The 
Post  members  and  their  advisors  also  march  in  the 
Memorial  Day  Parade  each  year.  During  the 
month  of  June  the  Post  handled  first  aid  and  helped 
with  traffic  control  for  a  Bike-a-thon  for  the  March  of 


Dimes.  They  also  went  on  a  Father  and  Son  Campout 
at  which  they  did  first  aid.  Several  of  the  Post 
members  went  to  the  Scout  Mini  Olympics  and  helped 
to  run  events  and  do  first  aid.  They  also  attended  the 
Topsfield  Civil  Defense  Training  Academy  for 
training  on  types  of  fires  and  hydraulics  and  rope 
training.  The  Fair  was  in  town  that  month  and  the 
Post  sold  balloons,  handled  first  aid  and  helped  with 
the  setting  up  and  breaking  down  of  tents. 


Kim  Scire's  sketch  portrays  a  cloudy  day  in  town. 

In  September  a  Flea  Market  was  held  and  the 
Explorers  donated  items  to  be  sold  for  additional 
funds  for  the  Post.  A  parents'  meeting  was  arranged 
for  the  parents  of  the  Post  members  in  order  that  the 
parents  would  know  what  the  members  have  done  in 
the  past  and  what  they  plan  to  do  in  the  future.  They 
went  to  Topsfield  for  another  training  weekend  with  a 
post  from  Newton.  They  all  reviewed  ropes,  knots  and 
rapelling   from   windows   and   other   high  places. 

In  October  they  started  Basic  First  Aid  Training, 
to  refresh  those  who  have  had  it  in  the  past  and  to 
teach  those  who  have  never  had  the  training.  After 
everyone  has  passed  the  first  aid  test  the  Post  will  go  to 
Topsfield  for  recertification  in  C.P.R.  and  First 
Responders.  They  were  asked  to  the  Round-up 
Camporee  for  Cubscouts  to  handle  first  aid. 

In  November  they  had  a  Parents  Weekend  in 
Topsfield  and  all  the  parents  of  the  members  were 
invited.  All  the  members  decided  that  instead  of 
making  a  Thanksgiving  Basket  for  the  elderly,  that  it 
would  be  more  beneficial  to  donate  money  for  fuel  for 
the  elderly. 

These  are  only  some  of  the  things  Explorer  Post  7 
had  done  in  the  past  and  plans  to  do  in  the  future. 
They  also  have  many  more  expenses  for  equipment 
and  activities  than  many  people  realize. 

Maribeth  March 
Secretary 
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Pest  control  is  very  much  on  Jackie  Land's  mind 
in  this  sketch. 

Insect  Pest  Control 

The  legislation  under  which  the  Insect  Pest  Con- 
trol Department  operates  is  found  in  Massachusetts 
General  Laws  Chapter  132.  This  chapter  contains 
provisions  that  allow  the  Superintendent  to: 

1 .  Remove  any  trees  on  public  ways  infected  with 
Dutch  Elm  disease. 

2.  Remove  any  trees  on  public  property  infected 
with  White  Pine  Blister  Rust. 

3.  Suppress,  if  necessary,  any  of  the  following, 
which  are  considered  public  nuisances: 
Gypsy  and  Brown  Tail  Moths,  Tent  Caterpil- 
lars, Cankerworms,  Oriental  Hag  Moths,  Fall 
Webworm,  Japanese  Beetle,  Saddled  Promi- 
nent. Pine  Looper,  Elm  Leaf  Beetles,  diseases 
and  leaf-eating  insects  which  damage  shade 
trees,  Dutch  Elm  Disease  and  the  insects 
that  spread  such  disease,  wood  ticks,  and 
poison  ivy  growing  within  100  feet  of  a  public 
way. 

1  Enter  upon  private  land  to  establish  the  ex- 
tent and  nature  of  insect  infestations. 

This  year  saw  a  spectacular  increase  in  Dutch  Elm 
diseased  trees.  This  appears  to  be  a  result  of  various 
environmental  factors  influencing  the  vigor  of  the  Elm 
Bark  Beetle,  which  carries  the  disease  fungus.  All 
diseased  elm  trees  on  public  land  will  be  removed  by 


April  15,  many  by  private  contractors.  At  this  time 
there  is  no  proven  method  to  protect  or  cure  trees  of 
Dutch  Elm  Disease,  although  research  goes  on  at  the 
state  and  federal  levels. 

Fall  Webworm,  which  was  a  highly  visible 
problem  for  the  last  several  years,  has  declined  to  a 
very  low  level. 

Serious,  localized  outbreaks  of  Gypsy  Moth  in- 
festation,.and  resultant  defoliation  of  hardwood  trees, 
occurred  along  the  eastern  and  southern  borders  of 
town,  predominantly  in  dry  land  oak-hickory  forests. 
At  this  time  no  area-wide  controls  are  being  planned. 
Defoliation  presently  is  not  a  severe  problem;  most 
trees  will  leaf  out  again  later  in  the  summer,  although 
a  few  weakened  hardwoods  might  die.  Most  likely  the 
Gypsy  Moth  populations  will  decline  naturally  after  a 
few  years.  There  is  a  controversy  about  which,  if  any, 
pesticide  should  be  used  on  Gypsy  Moth;  any  chemical 
or  biological  control  is  extremely  expensive.  Persons 
wishing  to  protect  a  few  specimen  trees  should  hire  a 
contractor. 

No  Poison  Ivy  was  sprayed  this  year  by  the  Town 
due  to  confusion  at  the  state  and  federal  levels  about 
pesticide  applicator  liability.  These  problems  seem  to 

be  resolved,  and  we  hope  to  resume  spraying  infested 
areas  next  year. 

Franklin  H.  Charter 
Superintendent  of  Insect  Pest  Control 

Mosquito  Control  Project 

As  another  year  comes  to  an  end  we  at  the  Central 
Massachusetts  Mosquito  Control  Project  look  back  at 
the  progress  we  have  made  during  1979  and  ahead 
towards  achieving  our  goals  in  1980. 

This  past  year  we  re-divided  the  project  into  four 
districts  instead  of  the  three  previous  ones  to  allow 
more  manpower  to  be  utilized  in  each  community. 
Additional  equipment  was  acquired  to  be  used  by  the 
fourth  district. 

In  July  a  staff  entomologist  was  hired  on  a  full 
time  basis  to  evaluate  pesticides  and  control 
techniques,  conduct  surveys  and  to  help  plan  various 
control  measures  and  insure  their  compatibility  with 
the  environment. 

Our  second  swamp-going  tractor  with  a  back-hoe 
and  front  end  loader  was  delivered  in  early  September 
and  has  been  kept  busy  throughout  many  of  the 
member  communities. 

In  the  town  of  Acton  we  carried  out  thirteen  (13) 
larviciding  operations  and  nineteen  (19)  adulticiding 
operations.  In  our  source  reduction  program  we 
cleaned,  cleared,  dug  and  removed  trash,  dead  trees, 
brush  and  all  sorts  of  debris  from  3100  feet  of  streams, 
brooks  and  ditches  throughout  the  community. 
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We  intend  to  continue  to  increase  our  source 
reduction  and  water  management  programs  to 
eliminate  many  of  the  mosquito  breeding  areas. 
Larvicides  will  be  applied  to  known  breeding  sites  and 
adult  mosquito  spraying  will  be  done  to  reduce  heavy 
infestations  of  adult  mosquitoes. 

Due  to  the  large  number  of  requests  for  adult 
mosquito  spraying,  we  are  no  longer  able  to  keep  up 
with  spraying  upon  individual  request;  instead  we  will 
be  treating  entire  sections  of  the  communities.  This 
should  allow  for  much  better  control  than  does  request 
spraying. 

Beekeepers  and  anyone  wishing  that  their 
property  not  be  sprayed  should  contact  the  Central 
Massachusetts  Mosquito  Constrol  Project,  54  Hudson 
St.,  Northboro,  Mass.    01532,  Telephone  393-3055. 

A  more  comprehensive  report  of  our  1979 
achievements  and  plans  for  1980  is  currently  being 
prepared. 

Thank  you  for  the  cooperation  which  we  received 
this  past  year.  We  are  looking  forward  to  serving  you 
in  1980. 

David  W.  Scott 
Superintendent 

Sealer  Of 
Weights  And  Measures 

Inspections  made: 

15  Business 
102  Devices  Sealed 

Dana  Flint 
Sealers  of  Weights  &  Measures 


Street  Light  Committee 

The  Town  of  Acton  now  has  755  street  lights 
throughout  the  town. 

Almost  all  the  older  type  open  bulb  fixtures  have 
been  replaced  with  the  new  mercury  vapor  type 
fixtures. 

We  subscribe  to  the  policy  adopted  with  the 
formation  of  the  committee  that  new  street  lights,  in 
most  instances,  will  be  installed  only  at  street 
intersections,  dangerous  curves,  fire  alarm  boxes  and 
locations  designated  as  hazardous  by  the  Fire  Chief, 
Police  Chief  or  this  committee. 

The  Committee  extends  to  the  Town  Manager 
and  the  Board  of  Selectmen  their  sincere  appreciation 
for  their  cooperation  during  the  year. 

Leslie  F.  Parke,  Chairman 
Booth  D. Jackson 
H.  Stuart  MacGregor 


Inspector  of  Wires 

Two  hundred  twenty  six  permits  were  issued  and 
the  sum  of  five  thousand  two  hundred  fifty  six  dollars 
and  twenty  cents  ($5,256.20)  was  collected  in  fees  for 
these  permits  and   turned  over   to   the  Treasurer. 

All  applications  and  electrical  inspections  were 
approved  with  a  minimum  of  changes. 

Leslie  F.  Parke 
Inspector  of  Wires 


The  street  light  committee  celebrates  it  work  in 
this  sketch  by  Mike  DeVivo. 
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Sara  Becklean's  dog  officer  seems  to  need  help. 


Dog  Officer 


This  year  189  dogs  were  listed  as  lost  of  which  81 
were  reported  found. 

60  unidentifiable  dogs  were  picked  up,  12  were 
claimed  by  their  owners,  17  placed  in  homes  and  31 
destroyed. 

19  complaints  were  investigated  which  included 
chasing  bicycles  and  joggers,  barking  and 
congregating  at  schools.  Most  of  these  complaints  were 
settled  easily.  A  few  seemed  to  be  the  result  of 
neighborhood  feuds. 

Patrick  Palmer 
Dog  Officer 


Animal  Inspector 


This  year  17  premises  were  inspected  and  the 
following  animals: 

Dairy  heifers  one  to  two  years  of  age  15 

Dairy  calves  under  one  year  9 

Beef  heifers  one  to  two  years  of  age  2 

Beef  Steers  1 

Goats  8 

Sheep  5 

Horses  36 

Ponies  8 

Cows  imported  into  state  15 

Dogs  quarantined  27 

Patrick  Palmer 
Animal  Inspector 


Kate  Zaborowski  reminds  us  that  the  town  has  an  animal  inspector,  in  case  we've  forgotten. 
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A  Capsule  History 
Of  The 
Acton  Fire  Department 


The  Minute  Man  building,  built  at  a  cost  of 
$1300,  was  the  W.  Acton  Fire  Station  after  1903.  It 
remained  in  service  until  1958,  when  its  wooden  floor 
was  not  strong  enough  to  support  the  weight  of  a  new 
fire  truck;  it  was  also  too  small  for  it.  The  present  W. 
Acton  station,  also  housing  the  Town's  dispatch 
center,  was  built  for  the  new  equipment  and  to  meet 
the  needs  of  a  growing  Fire  Department. 

A  call  company  established  in  each  of  the  three 
Acton  villages  in  1925  was  the  beginning  of  Acton's 
organized  fire  department.  The  early  days  saw  hand 
pumps,  manually  drawn  hose  reels,  and  a  Chalmers 
car  converted  to  use  as  a  fire  truck.  Gertrude  Daniels 
first  owned  the  car,  and  presented  it  to  the  Fire 
Department,  along  with  use  of  her  garage,  not  to 
mention  her  chauffeur  who  drove  it  to  fires.  It  was 
equipped  with  brooms,  shovels,  and  hand  fire 
extinguishers  but  has  a  reputation  for  effectiveness. 
Mac  planned  and  oversaw  the  building  of  several  new 
fire  stations,  and  installed  almost  all  of  the  present  alarm 
boxes,  except  those  in  S.  Acton. 

Major  purchases  of  motorized  equipment  began 
in  1924.  Three  1924  Reo  four-cylinder  Speed-Wagons 
were  obtained;  one  was  sold  to  Sunapee,  N.H.  in  1946 
and  may  still  be  in  use.  All  equipment  was  well 
maintained  to  assure  its  reliability  and  to  preserve  its 
resale  value.  The  then-new  1934  Reo  500  gallon 
pumper  engine  is  in  service  in  Monson,  Mass., 
according  to  historian  and  firefighter  Bill  Klauer. 

The  two  1936  Reos  purchased  new  are  still 
serviceable;  one  can  be  recognized  by  fire  engine  buffs 
as  W.  Acton's  Engine  No.  4;  the  other  is  No.  3  at  S. 
Acton.  The  Ford  Ladder  truck  obtained  in  1943  for  S. 
Acton  replaced  a  1926  Packard  Ladder  truck.  The 
1930  Ford  which  was  replaced  in  1946  by  Engine  No. 
5,  a  forest  fire  (brush)  truck,  is  still  in  use  in  Boxboro. 
The  first  generator  equipped  rescue  truck  in  the  area 
was  a  1948  Ford,  still  in  Acton  service. 

The  rest  of  our  present-day  equipment  had  been 
purchased  since  1955:  International  750  gallon 
pumpers  No.  7  and  No.  1  in  1955  and  1958,  and  in 
1961.  Engine  No.  6  which  was  an  International  of 
1000  gallons.  The  most  recent  addition  was  in  1965,  a 
75  foot  aerial  ladder  truck  to  replace  the  1942  Ford 
gasoline-powered  truck. 


The  Acton  Fire  Department  has  come  a  long  way 
since  H.  Stuart  MacGregor  posed  for  this  photo 
with  his  first  fire  dog,  nicknamed  "Nig". 

(Continued  from  inside  front  cover) 
situation,  and  without  apparent  effort  ....  and  still 
possesses  it. 

His  men  respected  Mac  for  his  professional 
abilities  and  a  sincere  concern  with  their  welfare. 
When  the  department  switched  from  all-volunteer  to  a 
permanent  firefighting  force,  Mac  obtained  approval 
of  a  "grandfather  clause"  to  be  sure  the  older 
volunteers  would  be  retained.  He  led  the  way  in  the 
annual  drive  to  sell  raffle  and  dinner  tickets  to  support 
a  youth  scholarship  fund  and  to  aid  firefighters 
through  the  Firefighter's  Association;  the  men  and  the 
community  appreciated  and  responded  to  his  efforts. 

Mac  always  got  what  he  wanted  from  Town 
Meeting  because  he  only  asked  for  what  he  needed, 
according  to  long-time  Town  Clerk  Charles  MacRae. 
He  is  of  the  solid,  conscientious  "old  school",  able  to 
make  do  on  a  shoestring  or  find  another  way  to  get  the 
job  done.  Selectman  Arthur  Lee  reputedly  went  over 
the  Fire  Department's  budgets  with  a  fine-toothed 
comb,  but  found  no  fault.  Chief  MacGregor's  budget 
requests  at  Town  Meeting  were  well  reasoned;  presented 
with  the  right  combination  of  facts,  figures  and 
justifications  by  a  competent  man  who  could  be 
trusted,  they  were  routinely  passed.  Mac  credits  this 
success  to  an  early  management  training  lesson:  get 
what  you  need,  but  keep  in  mind  the  Town's  ability  to 
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pay.  His  continuous  efforts  to  keep  up  with  changes  in 
equipment  and  techniques  seem  one  of  the  keys  to  his 
knowing  what  to  ask  for,  and  when. 

His  mother  was  the  former  Ida  Littlefield,  whose 
father  Hansen  was  also  once  a  W.  Acton  Fire  Chief.  Of 
historical  interest,  the  house  she  grew  up  in  was  once 
located  in  what  is  now  W.  Acton  square;  it  was  later 
moved  nearby  and  may  be  seen  today  on  Spruce  St. 
housing  the  Acton  Minute  Man,  apartments,  and  other 
businesses. 

He  married  Ruth  Helen  Hewitt  on  December  24, 
1927;  their  son  Malcolm  is  the  present-day  Acton  Fire 
Chief,  carrying  on  the  fine  work  of  his  father,  and 
daughter  Doris  has  accompanied  her  husband  to 
Saudi  Arabia  with  his  job  for  a  major  electronics  firm. 

Young  MacGregor  studied  to  be  a  machinist  at 
the  Lowell  Vocational  School  after  attending  grade 
school  in  Acton.  At  16,  when  his  father  died,  he  took 
over  his  job  as  railroad  crossing  attendant  in  W. 
Acton. 

Mac  recalls  getting  his  driver's  license  by  just 
sending  in  his  name;  road  tests  were  not  required  and 
he  learned  bv  doing.  In  those  days,  W.  Acton  was  the 
commercial  center  for  the  three  Acton  villages.  He 
reminisces  a  bit  about  the  many  more  stores  on 
Massachusetts  Avenue  and  nearby  W.  Acton  streets, 
and  the  daily  stop  of  the  train  to  pick  up  milk  headed 
for  market  from  local  farms.  The  area  was  largely 
destroyed  by  the  fire  of  1922,  the  biggest  the  Chief 
could  recall.  Today,  W.  Acton  commercial  activity  is 
not  nearly  as  great;  the  area  was  never  completely 
rebuilt.  One  of  the  hardest  ways  to  earn  money  was  in 
weeding  carrots  on  William  Teale's  farm  (where 
Douglas  School  now  stands)  for  5C  a  row.  At  one  row 
per  day.  young  workers  soon  found  more  rewarding 
pursuits. 

In  1922  Mac  built  a  garage  called  the  Acton 
Motor  Company,  later  A  &  M  Motors.  It  had  a  red 
telephone  for  fire  calls,  and  minor  repairs  to  fire 
vehicles  and  equipment  were  sometimes  made.  Mac 
was  reportedly  not  without  his  flaws  -  he  drove  his 
employees  to  distraction  by  frequently  singing  a 
popular  shaving  cream  commercial  of  the  time. 
Longtime  friend  and  fellow  firefighter  "Hobie"  King 
vividly  recalls  how  Mac  kept  moving  things  around  in 
the  garage  in  a  typical  effort  to  make  Hobie's  work 
go  easier:  he  also  cited  as  typical  Mac's  humorous 
reaction  when  a  customer's  Studebaker  Hobie  was 
moving  away  from  him  and  wound  up  outside  the 
garage,  decorated  with  the  remnants  of  the  previously 
closed  sliding  garage  door. 

The  1957  Acton  Town  Report  contains  a  special 
in-depth  report  on  the  Fire  Department,  occasioned 
by  Chief  MacGregor's  25th  year  in  that  post;  he  lived 
most  of  the  story  the  Report  tells  and  played  no  small 
part  in  making  it  happen. 


Chief  MacGregor's  first  fire  dog,  nicknamed 
"Nig",  accompanied  him  to  over  500  fires  after  being 
first  to  sound  the  alarm  by  scratching  on  his  door  and 
barking.  "Nig"  would  bark  orders,  tug  at  hoses  to  help 
the  firefighters,  and  assume  general  command  at  the 
scene  of  the  fire,  allowing  the  Chief  to  help  on 
occasion.  Several  Dalmations  followed  "Nig"  as 
the  Chief's  dog,  but  the  black  mongrel  clearly  has  a 
fond  spot  in  Mac's  heart. 

Chief  MacGregor  received  the  Mass.  League  of 
Cities  and  Town's  Outstanding  Municipal  Employees 
Award  in  1966;  was  cited  in  the  Acton  Fire  Fighter's 
Association's  Red  Book  in  1967.  His  retirement  day  in 
1967  was  a  day-long  testimony  to  his  service  to  the 
Town  and  the  wide  respect  he  enjoyed.  Ten  area  fire 
chiefs  and  many  other  notables  attended  the 
festivities;  over  300  attended  the  banquet  at  the  High 
School  cafeteria.  Lifetime  memberships  were 
presented  in  the  Mass.  Fire  Chiefs  Association,  the 
New  England  Division  of  the  International  Fire  Chiefs 
Association,  the  New  England  States  Fire  Chiefs 
Association,  and  the  Lions  Club,  the  latter  by  Lions 
President  Alfred  Steinhauer  who  acknowledged  Mac 
as  a  charter  member.  He  is  a  32nd  degree  Mason 
(Scottish  Rite). 

Mac's  career  had  its  lighter  side  -  attention  was 
once  called  to  the  fact  that  the  Chief  began  to  respond 
to  a  fire  without  the  benefit  of  his  pants,  and  at  other 
times  without  dentures.  (He  admits  the  cold  rain  sent 
him  back  to  finish  dressing,  but  in  all  other  cases  he 
did  his  duty  and  kept  on  going.) 

In  the  "old  days"  of  all-volunteer  departments,  it 
was  the  custom  to  head  out  of  town  to  Maynard  for 
liquid  rejuvenation  after  a  fire,  because  Acton  was 
"dry"  .  .  .  unless  it  was  too  early  in  the  day  to  skip  the 
remaining  hours  of  work  at  the  local  jobs  most 
firefighters  held. 

One  fire  with  an  interesting  story  occurred  in 
March  of  1932  when  the  W.  Concord  Fire  Station  was 
destroyed.  Surrounding  towns  responded  to  the  alarm 
with  their  superior  equipment,  but  Acton  got  there 
first  and  drew  down  all  the  water  pressure;  later 
arrivals  were  unable  to  help  much,  and  the  Acton  crew 
got  a  lot  of  publicity  afterward  for  its  performance. 

Mac's  fire  stories  could  no  doubt  fill  a  book;  with 
justifiable  pride  he  recalls  that  during  his  tenure  as 
Chief  but  two  lives  were  lost  to  fire.  This  occurred 
when  "Drop-Kick"  Murphy's  Sanitorium,  called 
Bellows  Farm,  burned  in  N.  Acton. 

Barn  fires  were  quite  common;  competition 
among  towns  as  well  as  the  three  Acton  companies  was 
friendly  but  intense. 

Route  111  was  just  a  country  road  connecting 
Kelley's  Corner,  the  present  dump  site,  and  Concord 
until  clearing  operations  began  for  a  new  highway. 
The  burning  of  the  brush  by  the  road  crews  often  got 
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out   of   hand   and   the   calls   on   the   Acton  Fire 
Department  were  a  continuous  nuisance  about  1948 
1952  while  the  present  Route  2  was  being  constructed. 

Chief  MacGregor  thought  the  most  spectacular 
fire  occurred  in  February  1951  at  the  Acton  Woolen 
Company  in  temperatures  ranging  to  16°  below  zero 
Farenheit.  The  evening  before,  a  fire  there  was 
extinguished  about  8  P.M..  Because  the  water 
sprinkler  system  had  to  be  reset  with  new  sprinkler 
heads  before  it  would  stop  spraying,  the  entire 
sprinkler  system  was  shut  down.  Despite  admonitions 
by  the  Chief  to  periodically  check  the  bales  of  wool, 
their  smouldering  erupted  into  another  fire,  this  time 
with  no  automatic  sprinkling.  An  ammonia  tank, 
heated  by  the  blaze,  exploded.  Firefighters  at  the 
scene  on  Saturday  morning  were  thwarted  by  frozen 
hoses  and  nozzles  despite  the  high  speed  of  the  water 
streams.  They  were  thawed  out  with  hot  coals  from  the 
fire  they  were  being  used  to  extinguish. 

Mac  still  subscribes  to  the  philosophy  that  the  first 
firefighter  on  scene  should  go  into  immediate  action; 
his  reasons  for  preferring  the  1  V£  '  hose  to  the  newer 
2V£"  sized  used  in  larger  cities  seems  sound:  one 
person  can  handle  them,  and  they  are  more  flexible 
for   maneuvering   toward   the   fires.    They   are  in 


common  use  in  suburban  towns  such  as  Acton.  He 
recalled  how  there  was  initial  reluctance  to  use  fog 
streams  when  the  first  fog  nozzles  were  introduced;  it 
took  a  while  before  these  new  devices  were  accepted 
despite  their  ability  to  cool  and  smother  a  fire. 

The  Chief  instilled  confidence  in  his  men  by 
remaining  cool-headed  in  all  situations;  no  instance 
was  found  of  any  lapse  in  this  regard,  and  there  is  no 
known  case  of  loss  of  temper  though  Ruth  has  not  had 
her  say.  There  seems  to  be  little  need  to  comment 
further  on  why  the  man  is  so  widely  admired, 
respected,  and  liked. 

Now  Mac  listens  to  the  police  and  radio  calls  on 
his  scanner  set,  alert  as  ever  but  with  no  inclination 
to  chase  fire  engines  or  offer  advice.  He  lives  quietly 
with  Ruth  on  the  Windsor  Avenue  that  has  known  him 
for  45  years;  he  does  the  maintenance  and  repair  work 
about  the  house  that  still  reflects  the  easy  manner, 
pride,  and  competence  that  have  characterized  his 
life.  In  this  day  and  age,  it  is  somehow  reassuring  that 
Mac  is  now  enjoying  all  the  good  wishes  that 
accompanied  him  into  retirement  over  twelve  years 
ago,  and  that  there  is  no  doubt  that  he  deserves  every 
one. 


Acton  Fire  Chief  Malcolm  S.  MacGregor  and  his  father,  retired  fire  chief  H.  Stuart  MacGregor.  (Greg 
Jarboe  photo) 
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Michelle  Koenig's  drawing  reminds  us  that,  among  many  other  things,  the  Town  Clerk  is  responsible  for 
registering  births  and  dogs. 
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Report  Of  Town  Clerk 

Births  recorded   195 

Deaths  recorded   97 

Marriages  recorded   190 

IMPORTANT  REQUEST 

Please  notify  the  Town  Clerk  immediately  of  any  error  or  omission  in  the  following  list  of  Births. 
Errors  can  be  corrected  only  by  sworn  affidavit,  as  prescribed  by  the  General  Laws,  and  may  cause  you 
inconvenience  which  can  be  avoided  by  prompt  attention. 


BIRTHS  REGISTERED  IN  1979 


Date 

Place 

Name  of  Child 

Names  of  Parents 

Jan. 

z 

Concord 

*  1  P                  T"%       1                  T  7 ' 

Gilfert,  Robert  Vincent 

T»                                                                                1     T  T  *       1      "      T                               T   T  * 

Roger  George  and  Vicki  Lynne  Vincent 

Jan. 

5 

Concord 

Lin,  Candice  Chung-Hsin 

Tf  *                    J   /">  1        1  "  tat 

Kuanpin  and  Cnahng  Wang 

Jan. 

4 

Concord 

Kochis,  Daniel  Thomas 

T- -y                    llT                                            1T.T            11                      It  It                    TT               "  P 

Donald  James  and  Kathleen  Mary  Haniian 

Jan. 

■7 
/ 

Stoneham 

Tripi,  Adam  Sowkow 

Joseph  William  and  Robin  Marie  Sowkow 

Jan. 

9 

Acton 

Carter,  Ashley  Eve 

Kicnard  Kalustian  and  Jayne  Ellen  Pesso 

Jan. 

9 

Newton 

Martignette,  Alfonse  John  Jr. 

>   1  r                     Tl                         IT                   ~K  It           '               IV  T  1 

AllonseJohn  and  Jean  Marion  Noel 

Jan. 

14 

Concord 

Frolick,  Andrea  Lauren 

T             T  T                        1                 1    T*                1  *        C  '                            C  ' 

Jay  Howard  and  Rosalie  Simone  Singer 

Jan. 

1  / 

Concord 

Johson,  Elizabeth  Radcliffe 

Robert  Radclilte  and  Wendy  Ann  Langs 

Jan. 

17 

Concord 

McCann,  Kenneth  Michael 

Kenneth  Michael  and  Yvonne  Marie  Walsh 

Jan. 

19 

Concord 

Cochrane,  Jessica  Jennifer 

David  Earle  and  Pamela  Skipp  O'Brien 

Jan. 

25 

Concord 

Thurber,  Brendan  Michael 

Harold  Douglas  and  Karen  Linda  Horn 

Jan. 

28 

Concord 

Peebles,  Matthew  Neil 

Richard  Wilsdon  and  Dorothy  Jean  Cameron 

Jan. 

30 

Natick 

King,  Barrett  Hallock 

George  Barrett  and  Nancy  Ruth  Hallock 

Feb. 

7 

Boston 

Hocker,  Emily  Claire-Martha 

Andrew  Charles  and  Diane  Carol  Bonneau 

Feb. 

9 

Concord 

Texidor,  Francesca  Ines 

Francisco  Rolando  and  Nancy  Margaret  Beekman 

Feb. 

9 

Concord 

Marks,  Julian  Daral 

Hjf                        T~il_*11*                 _1T">L            T                             TT  1 

Maurice  Phillip  and  Robyn  Lorraine  Healy 

Feb. 

13 

FraminghamDiMase,  Timothy  David 

John  F.W.  and  Donna  Jean  Teabo 

Feb. 

13 

Concord 

Grieder,  Jeffrey  Michael 

Tracy  Alan  and  Nancy  Moore 

Feb. 

13 

Boston 

Barkley,  Leigh  Ann 

James  Hickman  and  Judy  Ann  Trevethick 

Feb. 

14 

Newton 

Stinebaugh,  Lindsay  Cummings 

John  Jay  and  Jean  Trainor 

Feb. 

15 

Concord 

Potter,  Jason  Paul 

Terry  Wayne  and  Linda  Lee  Stringfellow 

Feb. 

15 

Concord 

Novick,  Jonathan  Henry 

Leonard  Robert  and  Phyllis  Ellen  Arnold 

Feb. 

16 

Concord 

Ephraim,  Jeremy  Andrae 

Emmanuel  and  Paula  Marie  Butler 

Feb. 

18 

Concord 

White,  Kenneth  Craig 

William  Craig  and  Dorothy  McClintock 

Feb. 

23 

Boston 

O'Connor,  Eric  Michael 

Leo  Shannon  and  Theresa  Anne  Martin 

Feb. 

24 

Concord 

Toschik,  Pamela  Christine 

Thomas  John  and  Carol  Ann  Mclntyre 

Feb. 

26 

Boston 

Peterson,  Kate  Elizabeth 

James  Leslie  and  Judith  Agnes  Carnahan 

Mar. 

1 

Concord 

Martino,  Joseph  Michael 

Paul  Louis  and  Arleen  Marie  Hartery 

Mar. 

1 

Concord 

Knights,  Daniel  Brooke 

Edwin  Brooke  and  Lynn  Valare  Courtney 

Mar. 

2 

Newton 

Bochicchio,  Andrew  Nicholas  Paul 

Michael  Andrew  Paul  and  Lianne  Marie 
Giacoppo 

Mar. 

2 

Newton 

Denoncourt,  Devin  Michael 

Dennis  Michael  and  Susan  Marie  Spain 

Mar. 

2 

Boston 

Thalheimer,  Andres  Carmen 

Glenn  Robert  and  Karen  Anne  Williams 

Mar. 

3 

Boston 

Draine,  Ryan  Anderson 

Robert  Richard  and  Sharon  Lynn  Anderson 

Mar. 

3 

Newton 

Fontas,  Daniel  Lee 

Paul  John  and  Susan  Meadows 

Mar. 

4 

Concord 

Hearn,  Darren  Patrick 

Patrick  Lawrence  and  Frances  Mary  White 

Mar. 

4 

Concord 

Nichols,  Lon  Steven,  Jr. 

Lon  Steven  and  Susan  Elizabeth  Kennedy 

Mar. 

5 

Concord 

Smith,  Charlotte  Warren 

Daniel  Gunter  and  Glynda  Kathleen  Warren 

Mar. 

6 

Concord 

Prentiss,  Sara  Frances 

Brian  Allan  and  Debra  Ann  Cournoyer 

Mar. 

6 

Concord 

Billings,  Sara  Martha 

Donald  Malcolm  and  Martha  Louise  Cranson 

Mar. 

7 

Concord 

Dishman,  Julia  Ann 

Robert  Alan  and  Marsha  Anne  Washburn 

Mar. 

11 

Concord 

Pekins,  Ronald  Eugene,  Jr. 

Ronald  Eugene  and  Teresa  Imelda  Morse 

Mar. 

12 

Boston 

Munroe,  Heather  Renee 

Scott  Charles  and  Judith  Marion  Mael 
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Mar. 

16 

Boston 

Epstein,  Peter  James 

Martin  and  Marsha  Lynn  Halperin 

Mar. 

16 

Boston 

Wylie,  William  Campbell 

Derek  Campbell  and  Marilyn  Anne  Toomey 

Mar. 

17 

Concord 

Piccirillo,  Justin  Matthew 

Robert  Joseph  and  Alice  Caroline  Berlan 

Mar. 

23- 

Concord 

Marathe,  Chaitra  Madhav 

Madhav  Vinayak  and  Minakshi  Madhav  Habbu 

Mar. 

26 

Concord 

Braun,  Michael  William 

William  Allen  and  Marie  Adelaide  DiPillo 

Mar. 

29 

Concord 

Bartolomeo,  Brian  James 

Richard  Joseph  and  Sandra  Irene  Lucey 

Apr. 

2 

Lowell 

Matthewman,  James  Bryden 

Charles  A.  and  Kathy  Tresa  Hill 

Apr. 

5 

Concord 

Alfieri,  James  Scott 

John  and  Monica  Lee  Barrus 

Apr. 

5 

Concord 

Henderson,  Alexandra  Martin 

John  Ray  and  Christina  Marie  Conroy 

Apr. 

7 

Concord 

Harmon,  Andrew  Charles 

Charles  Edward  and  Judith  Ann  Moon 

Apr. 

9 

Newton 

Schaffer,  Benjamin  Aaron 

Dean  Ira  and  Kim  Laurie  Siegler 

Apr. 

11 

Concord 

Kudirka,  Vincent  Raulins 

Paul  Edward  and  Marcy  Louise  Titcomb 

Apr. 

11 

Boston 

Buck,  Meaghan 

Richard  Manson  and  Rosanne  Kelley 

Acton  Town  Clerk  Lydia  Lesure  looks  up  from  a  stack  of  paperwork.  (Kath  Kolowich  photo) 


Apr. 

12 

Stoneham 

Rogers,  Shaun  Patrick 

Thomas  Joseph  and  Cheryl  Ann  Cohan 

Apr. 

15 

Concord 

Depeyrot,  Valerie  Jeanne- Pascale 

Michel  Yves-Louis  and  Laura  Phypers  Chapman 

Apr. 

16 

Newton 

Harper,  Caroline  Jones 

Richard  March  Hoe  and  Sandra  Ann  Forsyth 

Apr. 

16 

Boston 

Rusconi,  Marc  William 

Paul  Joseph  and  Margaret  Mary  McEachern 

Apr. 

22 

Concord 

Radigan,  Kristy  Lee 

Daniel  Paul  and  Joan  Marie  Muscato 

Apr. 

25 

Boston 

Belanger,  Jeffrey  Daniel 

David  Leon  and  Charlene  Ann  Fournier 

Apr. 

28 

Concord 

Auclair,  Charles  Philip 

Richard  Stafford  and  Marilyn  Jane  Burgess 

Apr. 

30 

Concord 

Weiner,  Adam  Jeffrey 

Leonard  David  and  Joyce  Susan  Cohen 

Apr. 

30 

Boston 

Zubick,  Marc  Nathan 

Howard  Henry  and  Phyllis  Marsha  Seder 

May 

1 

Waltham 

Pittorino,  Feliece  Joseph 

Joseph  Paul  and  Margaret  Tresa  Ranucci 

May 

2 

Concord 

Schmidt,  Diane  Spence 

William  Gerard  and  Regina  Marie  Mitchell 

May 

2 

Winchester  Coy,  Tanner  Scott 

Timothy  Dale  and  Dawn  Valerie  MacGillivray 

May 

2 

Concord 

Hsieh,  Katherine  Chang 

Lwo  Sheng  and  Phebe  Pei-Ying  Chang 
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May 

3 

Concord 

Jones,  Lisa  Marie 

Kevin  Blayne  and  Lynn  Patricia  Hopkins 

May 

4 

Boston 

Easton,  Ivan  George,  III 

Ivan  George  and  June  Leslie  DeBar 

May 

6 

Concord 

Rudy,  Matthew  Clark 

Jeffrey  Harris  and  Marjorie  Ellen  Jackson 

May 

7 

Concord 

Knapp,  Ann  Elizabeth 

Donald  Lowell  and  Wendy  Ellen  Meehan 

May 

9 

Concord 

Sharpe,  Joy  Michelle 

Jeffrey  Mark  and  Marguerite  Rose  Gaudette 

May 

10 

Worcester 

Cowher,  Carly  Alison 

Melvyn  Eugene  and  Vona  Mae  Scott 

May 

11 

Boston 

Neustat,  Todd  Eric 

Stephen  J  ay  and  Brina  Dale  Eistein 

May 

13 

Concord 

Griffin,  Kathryn  Ann 

George  William  and  Patricia  Ann  Hughes 

May 

13 

Concord 

Recchia,  Lauren  Anne 

Frank  Theodore  and  Anne  Letitia  Black 

May 

13 

Concord 

Ballard,  Kim  Mae 

Steven  Francis  and  Charlotte  Mae  MacAulay 

May 

15 

Concord 

Howell,  Brian  James 

Robert  James  and  Christine  Anne  Brown 

May 

16 

Boston 

Veasie,  James  Corbett 

John  Corbett  and  Deborah  Ann  Tenney 

May 

18 

Concord 

Polselli,  Danielle  Lee 

Bernard  Francis  and  Linda  Jane  Wolfenden 

May 

20 

Concord 

Bowen,  Wendy  Ellen 

William  Ely  and  Kathleen  Kelley 

May 

24 

Concord 

Phillips,  Christopher  Ainslie 

Leonard  Arthur  and  Susan  Adelaide  Dixon 

May 

26 

Concord 

Hess,  Sarah  Elizabeth 

John  Richard  and  Mary  Elizabeth  Clark 

May 

26 

Concord 

Rohwer,  Susan  Avalyn 

Alan  Billingsley  and  Mary  Isabel  Korth 

May 

30 

Concord 

Zaniolo,  Marco  Alberto 

Carlo  Antonio  and  Aglaia  Sakellariou 

June 

1 

Cambridge  Howison,  Andrew  Craig 

Roger  Vincent  and  Eleanor  Pereira 

June 

4 

Concord 

Harney,  Elizabeth 

Robert  Charles  and  Jane  Withers 

June 

6 

Concord 

Zotos,  Nikolaos 

Charalambos  and  Alexandra  Timoleon 

June 

6 

Concord 

Sullivan,  Heather  Mary 

Richard  Charles  and  Pamela  Travis 

June 

12 

Fitchburg 

Lemire,  Jason  Mitchell 

Frank  Albert  and  Alice  Esther  Mitchell 

June 

12 

Newton 

Belkin,  Lara  Dewan 

Stuart  Clyde  and  Maureen  Dewan 

June 

18 

Newton 

Gruber,  Jessica  Michelle 

Benjamin  Aaron  and  Jane  Anne  Hibbert 

June 

20 

Concord 

McBreen,  Quin  Kathryn 

John  Edward  and  Arlene  Rita  Murphy 

June 

26 

Concord 

Richey,  James  Jacob 

James  Lawrence  and  Frances  Louise  Bryniarski 

June 

27 

Concord 

Pascoe,  Kimberly 

Steven  Bryant  and  Suzanne  Marie  Bille 

June 

27 

Concord 

Berglind,  Alison  Lindsay 

David  Wendell  and  Cynthia  Lee  Williams 

June 

28 

Newton 

Kelly,  Rebecca  Laughland 

Jeffrey  Laughland  and  Linda  Kelly  Laughland 

July 

4 

Concord 

Fleury,  Danvers  Donald 

Donald  Michael  and  Patricia  Louise  Lacovone 

July 

4 

Boston 

Wachtell,  Jonah  Fried 

Tom  Aaron  and  Marlene  Ann  Fried 

July 

5 

Boston 

Hoffman,  Evan  Rory 

Peter  Kim  and  Joan  Meryl  Glaser 

July 

5 

Boston 

Doyle,  Andrew  James 

Leo  James  and  Paula  Anne  Corrigan 

July 

5 

Newton 

DeGeorge,  Thomas  Francis,  Jr. 

Thomas  Francis  and  Michele  Therese  Allard 

July 

9 

Concord 

Wallis,  Romeo  Theordore 

Ronald  Gene  and  Diane  Trosclair 

July 

10 

Natick 

Walsh,  Sean  Thomas 

Mark  Devlin  and  Rosanne  Mary  Burke 

July 

15 

Concord 

Brown,  Ethan  Hurley 

Charles  Francis  and  Madonna  Rae  Boultram 

July 

19 

Acton 

Raffel.  Sarah  Shanti 

Laurence  Lee  and  Mary  Wynne  Burns 

July 

22 

Concord 

Bumford,  Christopher  Brandon 

Ervin  Linwood  and  Deborah  Anne  Clauson 

July 

22 

Concord 

Dietrich,  Gillian  Baker 

Robert  Eric  and  Patricia  Iris  Prescott 

July 

22 

Concord 

McCormick,  Edward  Joseph 

Daniel  James  and  Mary  Frances  McCann 

July 

23 

Concord 

Arnold,  Danielle  Christine 

David  Brian  and  Murielle  Marie  Geneau 

July 

23 

Concord 

Gossett,  Erin  Elizabeth 

Robert  Louis  and  Colleen  Marie  Casey 

July 

24 

Concord 

Isaacs,  Seth  Jason 

Ronald  Gary  and  Jane  Ellen  Kalfus 

July 

24 

Concord 

Harrington,  Jason  Gabriel 

Jeffrey  Charles  and  Karen  Arlene  Flaherty 

July 

28 

Natick 

Phillips,  Meredith  Lindsey 

David  and  Mary  Fulton  Herlihy 

July 

30 

Concord 

Cataldo,  Laura  Amy 

Joseph  Anthony  and  Dale  Louise  Vanderhoof 

July 

30 

Concord 

Stahl,  Jed  Nicholas 

Ray  William  and  Lesley  Kathleen  Salisbury 

Aug. 

2 

Concord 

Illsley,  Sara  Jeanne 

Thomas  Ralph  and  Judith  Ann  Gillis 

Aug. 

3 

Worcester 

Bottos,  Athanasious  Nikos  P. 

Philippos  A.  and  Afroditi  Culafi 

Aug. 

4 

Concord 

Arumugham,  Karthikeyan 

Rangaswamy  and  Visalakshi  Rathaswamy 

Aug. 

4 

Concord 

Gibs,  Andrew  Steven 

T                                    C                      1              J    TM 1            O  T 

Lawrence  Samuel  and  Ellen  Sue  Levine 

Aug. 

5 

Concord 

Donnelly,  Shawn  Richard 

Richard  George  and  Jan  Louise  Colwell 

Aug. 

7 

Concord 

Tripp,  Owen  Wheble 

Ray  William  and  Caroline  Elizabeth  Ernst 

Aug. 

8 

Concord 

Howes,  Andrew  John 

John  Francis  and  Sandra  Ellen  Adams 
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A 1 1  (j 

g 

ConrorH 

V_>  \_J  1  1 V  V7  1  VI 

Rohprfs   JvTirhapl  C»arv 

Carv  Ravmond  and  Hpidi  Ann  Ratfacrlia 

V. '  til   y    ixutlll  t  '  i  ill    ti  1 1 VI    i  i  t    i  vi  l    I  &  1 1 1 1    ll  QU  11  r~  lid 

AllQ" 
rlu5- 

15 

Concord 

Rizzitano,  Christopher  James 

Victor  John  and  Tracy  Elizabeth  Shaw 

Autr. 

15 

Concord 

Cartwright,  lulie  Ann 

James  Edward  and  Lorraine  Marie  Champ 

Ana 

21 

Boston 

Weiner,  Elyse  Naomi 

Garry  Jay  and  Bette  Ann  Bernstein 

Aue. 

o 

22 

Boston 

Benanti,  Eric  Peter 

Peter  Francis  and  Donna  Louise  Shaheen 

Auc 
nus  ■ 

22 

Concord 

Randolph,  Carl  Leonard 

Chester  Todd  and  Jane  Catherine  Leonard 

Aug 

23 

Newton 

Bergart,  Davidjacob 

Jeffrey  Glenn  and  Marlene  Halpern 

A  up 

24 

Concord 

Finson,  Christine  Ellen 

Michael  Lawrence  and  Ann  Terese  Gallagher 

Autr 

25 

Concord 

Szafran,  Christine  Mary 

John  Henry  and  Rosemary  Larkin 

25 

Boston 

Ogrodnick,  William  Michael 

David  Mitchell  and  Cynthia  Jean  Noun 

All? 

25 

Boston 

Ogrodnick,  Lesley  Eve 

David  Mitchell  and  Cynthia  Jean  Noun 

Auc 

27 

Concord 

Renwick,  Michael  Scott 

Thomas  Johnson  and  Jill  Nancy  Quaglieri 

An? 

27 

Concord 

Reid,  Jennifer  Marion 

Douglas  Stewart  and  Constance  Avery  Curnen 

Autr 

31 

Concord 

McDonald,  Michael  Anthony 

James  Addison  and  Karen  Marie  Parker 

Sep. 

1 

Boston 

Ackles,  Jody  Nicholas 

Charles  Henry  and  Pauline  Shirkoff 

Sep. 

4 

Boston 

DeVita,  Michael  Lee 

Robert  Michael  andjennifer  Louise  Philippe 

Sep 

5 

Concord 

Smith  Sara  Frances 

James  Michael  and  Susan  Mane  Madrid 

Sep . 

9 

("lonrorrl 

Rpaiifinm  Rvan  Tames 

RavmnnH  Tamps  anfl  lanirp  FHna  Sawvpr 

IV  il  y  iliv'iill   1  (l  1 1 1  v  .1  ( 1 1  ill   iiiiiiv  v    l  >  l.l  1 1  tl  ,tii  vt  y  v  l 

Sep. 

r 

10 

Waltham 

Almeida,  Mandy  Lee 

Joseph  Edward  and  Roberta  Lee  Galvin 

Sep. 

12 

Concord 

Hadden,  Julia  Saylor 

Stephen  Clow  and  Rebecca  Lee  Saylor 

Sep. 

18 

Concord 

Testa,  Tara  Leigh 

John  James  and  Sally  Ann  O'Neil 

Sep. 

19 

Concord 

Gregory,  Nathan  Clarence 

Keith  Edward  and  Theresa  Ann  Barton 

Sep . 

22 

Maiden 

Butler,  Keith  Michael 

Neal  Ralph  andjean  Humphrey 

Sep. 

r 

23 

Boston 

Boyce,  David  Benjamin 

James  A.  and  Linda  Mary  Leibman 

Sep. 

25 

Concord 

Dennington,  Andrew  Rouge,  II 

Roy  Everett  and  Carol  Ann  Samoluk 

Sep. 

25 

Concord 

Cutler,  David  Jerome,  Jr. 

Davidjerome  and  Jane  Anne  Mulhall 

Sep. 

27 

Concord 

Hustvedt  Mark  Stuart  Russell 

Richard  Irvin  and  Audrey  Russell  Reith 

Sep . 

28 

Concord 

Folsey,  Kristy  Lynn 

David  Kirk  and  Nancy  Lynn  Moody 

Oct. 

1 

Concord 

Fredette,  Neil  Christopher 

Neil  Lawrence  and  Gail  Arden  English 

Oct. 

3 

Concord 

Holland,  Desirae  Anne 

Gregg  Thompson  and  Rhonda  Katheryn  Brewer 

Oct. 

g 

Roston 

1  ' V  'it  IV'  1 1 

Olsen   Mariellp  Flizahpth 

v  '  i  '  v  i  l  ,   i'i  hi  iv  lit.    i  ,1  nam  in 

RirharH  Paul  and  Ruth  Rahv  Hacrpn 

1\IV  llul  VI    I    CI  KX  1    CI  1  Ivl    IV  U  111    1  V  <  I  1 1  V    1  1 11  c  v  II 

Oct. 

10 

Boston 

Bartick,  Lesley  Ann 

Philip  Gerard  and  Cynthia  H.  White 

Oct. 

11 

Stoneham 

Ahern  Andrew  Dennis 

Opnnis  Tamps  and  T  vrl  Cathpnnp  Ppfprson 

1  -*  v   lllllO    1  (1  1  1  1  v   .1    tl  I  1  V  1     1  .j  V  1  1    V  t  CX.  L  1  1 V  1  1 1  1V_     1    V    I  V    1  JV/1  1 

Oct. 

12 

Wi  nchpstpr 

IVTcTnprnpv   lVTirhpIlp  Ann 

i*lVlllVlltV\,     I'I  u    in    IH      1  1II1I 

Thomas  \4ipnapl  and  Katnlppn  IVTarip  Pit7r>atnpk 

i  1 1 '  '  i  lido    .  >  1 1  v  i  lav  i    d  1 1  vi    i\a  i  i  i  i  v  v  i  i    iviai  iv    k  ii/.i-'tii.iivrv 

Oct. 

14 

Concord 

Wolfe,  Adam  Christopher 

Robert  Kenneth  andjoan  Anne  Stuart 

Oct. 

15 

Concord 

Fishlin,  Blakely  Dara 

Tprrold  Stpvpn  and  IVTichpllp  Evin  Pinp 

IV  1  1  \J  1  \JL    JIV  VV11    Ull  V_A    1T11V11V  1  1  V     1j  Vlll    1  111V 

Oct. 

19 

ConrorH 

V_J  V  1  1  \   V  1  V  4 

Rraprinton   William  T  nras 

1  J  1  UClll  L  W  11,      V*  llllUlll     1  j  U<.  (I  1 

\A/illiam  Harold  and  Alana  Tovpp  p77pll 

vv  iniuiii  i  itii  \  '  iv  i  d  1 1  v  i  1  1 1  el  1 1  el    1  v  /  y  vv   ■  .t.t.\  1 1 

Oct. 

22 

Ronton 

TVF  tirri    R  lrha  rH  IVTirhapl 

i»i  U  v  v.  i ,        i  v  i  1 1 1  i  vl  Itiil  Mat  i 

Rirharn  T  0111s  anH  Rosalip  IVTontiion 

IX IV-  11(11  V-l    1  , '  '  W  1 3  til  1U  1\Uj  CI  1 IV.    ITIUIIILIUI  I 

Oct. 

23 

ConrorH 

v^j  \J  i i  v  \j  i  v_x 

C»ironHpl    Alpviinnpr  Dav 

\JIl  U11UV.I  ,    i  11V.  AullUv  1    17  d  y 

npriK  ("lharlps  anH  Karpn  IVTorsp  Dav 
i  jy  iiio  v.-  iidi  n  .1  ti  i  hi  ix  <i  i  v  1 1  iTiv/i  at.  l  /  &  y 

Oct. 

23 

CnnrnrH 

Concrnlin    Carolinp  Rpnpp 

Thomas  Tospom  anH  (^arol  Plainp  AnHprson 
x  ii' 'iiid."  luav  uii  iii  i  vi  v  j  c*  l  \ji  i  ■  i  a  ill*.   i  \  1 1  vii  i  juii 

Oct. 

25 

Conrord 

CafalHo  Cathprinp  AHpIp 

vjuiaiuu ,   v. ) ( i  i  i  n  i  1 1 1\_   i  i\n  n 

Pafrirk  Anthonv  anH  Kathippn  TvTarv  IvTikoloski 

X  all  lvl\  ix  lllllWlly   ell  1 VI   lvdLiiivv.il   1*1  ai  y   It  L  mUlvonl 

Ort 

9fi 

I'nnrnrH 

\_iUilLUl  vl 

Iv  n7pn«n     1VT l/^nci^l  1  'j m  f  c 
rvvJZ.Cl  llvvJ  ,  ivi  iv- 1 1 1 1  v  I  1  a  1 

iVllCIlaCl  VVlllldlll  dllLl  Ddl  Udld  r\  I  111  Ddll  U 

KJCl . 

98 

Concord 

Hirsch,  Neil  Windheim 

Alan  Theodore  and  Catherine  Elizabeth  Windheim 

KJCl. 

Zo 

Concord 

Cunningham,  Lorren  Nichole 

David  Randell  and  Catherine  Ann  Bickers 

yjci . 

98 
ZO 

Concord 

Thomas,  Suzanne  Sarah 

Richard  David  and  Joanne  Wendy  Brooks 

Ort 

\JCl . 

J  1 

nnrnrn 

v_JVJllv-vJi  LA 

r  a  I 1KI1 ,  1V1  d  I1S1  I  OgvSIl 

Yogesh  Bansilal  and  Pallavi  Navnitlal 

Nov 

7 

I^nn  rnrn 

LjUIILUI  vl 

Pf»ct^iTia    IVTifnaplip  r^lnri^  -  Ann 

1   COldlllu,    .'In  IliU  IK    VJ1U1  la  illlll 

Norman  Onran  and  Chprvl  Ann  Wilson 

I'ivji  iiicui  \-J  ULdii  ai  ivi  v_j  i  i  v  i  y  i  i  1 1111   »»  uowii 

Nov 

(""'on  (T\Yf\ 

v^vJllv-vM  vl 

Illo    Kathippn  Patrina 

V     Ill',    IX 1 1  L  1  1  1  V    L    1  1    1  Clt.llV.lCl 

Rohprt  Charlps  and  Kathippn  Anne  Hauc 

l  V  \J  UV1  I    V.  j  1  Ul  I  Iv  i*    CI  1  X  VI    IVtlllllVVil    1  1I11IV  M. 

Nov 

1  3 

i  nnrnrn 

\_jvJ11v_vJ1  LI 

IVTihalpk    KpIIv  IVTarip 

1V1 1 1  lalCK  ,    1  V  V 1 1  Y  IVlClllV 

Tamps  RoHprt  anH  \7ipki  Ann  Rarrows 

1  tl  i  I  i  v  ~  ivvJ  UL1  I  d  liu    v  iv  M  il  nil  u  a  i  i  uvvj 

Nov. 

1  5 

Waltham 

IVTrC^arthv   Kathprinp  Till 

1V1  v-  V_*Cl  1  Lily,    I\  iX  LllVllllV    1  1  1  1 

Tamps  Tospoh  anH  Eilppn  Aptips  O  Rpillv 

Illlll*.         1  UoV  I            CI  1  1  V_l    1.1  1  V  V  1  I    1  Icll*.  J              &  V  V  11*  J 

l\Inv 

llUV. 

1  ft 

1  u 

I*  on  rnrn 

ruwcio,  iciucy  u<x i icii 

\A/illiam  Tospoh  anH  IVTarv  Rohprta  Danen 

VV  1  1  1  1  tl  1  1  I    l*J3v  L/U  illlLL    i*ldl  y    1\U     V  1  V  CI    l/iiw*  u 

Nov. 

19 

Concord 

Liebfried  Tammi  Margaret 

Paul  Frederick  and  Jocelyn  Lee  Hibbard 

Nov. 

19 

Waltham 

White,  Jennifer  Marie 

David  John  and  Shirley  Ann  LeClair 

Nov. 

21 

Natick 

Hurlbert,  Wesley  Adam 

Robert  Ernest  and  Penelope  McGill 

Nov. 

23 

Concord 

McFadden,  Deirdre  Teresa 

Noel  James  and  Olivia  Teresa  Waters 

Nov. 

24 

Concord 

Wiederhold,  Benjamin  Rhomberg 

Lawrence  Francis  and  Elizabeth  Anne  Rhomberg 
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Nov. 

27 

Winchester  DiCostanzo,  Jaime  Marie 

Nov. 

27  New  Bedford  Randall,  Elizabeth  Louise 

Nov. 

28  FraminghamLewis,  Danielle  Marie 

l\Jr»v 

1  N  U  V  . 

29 

C  c\  n  c  c\  r  c\ 

Kinrlrprl    IVFplissa  Ann 

I\111U1  v  U  ,    I'll,  ll^.lil    i  \  1111 

Dec. 

2 

Concord 

Wilson,  Caroline  Jane 

Dec. 

4 

Concord 

Schroder,  Meagan  Dorothy 

Dec. 

4 

Concord 

Guinee,  Alicia  Catherine 

Dec. 

5 

Concord 

Cleary,  Daniel  Robert 

Dec. 

6 

Concord 

Bennett,  Christiana  Noelle 

Dec. 

7 

Concord 

Fincke,  Andrew  Hamilton 

Dec. 

1  i 

1  1 

ion  f(W(\ 

Ivi  □rtin  1— Tnll\7  i  ncnin 

iVl  til  1111,    llLMly   V_>  1  1  >    M  1  1 

Dec. 

1  9 

\_.UI1L(JI  CI 

£>  I  OlIlIIlCl  I  lOl  1  ,   iVllCIlaCl  I\UUcI  I 

Dec. 

14 

Concord. 

Quin,  Susan  Mane 

Dec. 

17 

Concord 

Hathaway,  Christine  Lynn 

Dec. 

28 

Concord 

Gamero,  Justin  Thomas 

Oct. 

7 

Boston 

Patel,  Amee  Bharat 

Nov. 

2 

Boston 

Zimmer,  Roberta  Leann 

Nov. 

26 

Boston 

Taylor,  Nathan  Alan 

James  George  and  Donna  Marie  Adams 
William  Edward  and  Maria  Berndette  Fiorentino 
Daniel  Douglas  and  Jessica  May  Walsh 
John  Peter  and  Lisa  Ann  Fife 

William  Wayne  and  Susan  Marie  Luciani 
Richard  Stig  and  Amy  Jean  Linkinboker 
David  Vincent  and  Christine  Marie  Milmore 
Paul  William  and  Cynthia  Ann  Joachim 
William  Darrell  and  Betty  Gene  Pletschke 
Robert  Hamilton  and  Mary  Beth  Laurell 
Chauncey  John  and  Elaine  Marie  Cronin 
Jurgen  Rudi  and  Gretchen  Heley  Ekberg 
Thomas  James  and  Mary  Ellen  Landry 
Patrick  Lewis  and  Deborah  Lynn  Vincett 
Louis  Loza  and  Suzette  Michaud 

Bharat  Ratilal  and  Indira  Bharat  Patel 
Robert  Leroy  and  Evelyn  Ann  LaDue 
Milton  Herbeit  and  Phyllis  Jane  Moody 


Births  recorded  in  this  office  after  December  28,  1979  are  NOT  included  in  the  above  list. 


8%  Voter  Turnout  Elects  Collins  Selectman 


(April  5,  1979) 

Acton  -  Stanton  Collins,  Jr.  edged  out  opponent 
Nancy  Gerhardt  in  the  annual  town  elections  by 
128  votes,  in  what  is  believed  by  some  to  be  the  lowest 
voter  turnout  in  the  town's  history.  Out  of  a  total  of 
9965  registered  voters  in  Acton,  only  847  went  to  the 
polls  or  appropximately  8  percent  of  the  voters.  Collins 
carried  five  of  the  town's  six  percincts,  polling  a  total 
of  445  voted  to  Gerhardt's  317. 

William  Mustoe,  a  third  contender  for  the  seat  on 
the  board  of  selectmen  netted  52  votes,  and  Frank 
Natola,  who  had  withdrawn  from  the  race  two  weeks 
ago  but  not  in  time  to  have  his  name  removed  from  the 
printed  ballot,  garnered  13.  Only  20  blanks  were 
recorded. 

Town  Moderator  Donald  MacKenzie  racked  up 
720  votes  with  127  blanks  recorded.  Incumbent 
MacKenzie  ran  unopposed. 

Elected  to  the  regional  and  local  school 
committees,  a  dual  post  in  Acton,  were  Susan  Grolnic 
with  563  votes,  and  Cynthia  Kramer  who  tallied  573. 
Since    there    were    two    openings    on    the  school 


committee,  and  two  candidates,  there  was  no  contest 
and  officials  feel  that  may  account  for  the  542  blanks 
recorded. 

Persis  Green,  who  ran  unopposed  for  the  seat  on  the 
board  of  Trustees  for  the  Memorial  Library,  won 
handily  with  706  votes.  Blanks  recorded  numbered 
141. 

Town  Clerk  Lydia  Lesure  said  this  week,  that  she 
was  surprised  by  the  low  voter  turnout,  particularly  in 
view  of  the  three-way  race  for  selectman,  and 
wondered  if  it  would  portend  anything  for  the  up- 
coming annual  town  meeting.  Former  town  clerk 
Charles  MacRae,  who  was  asked  by  Lesure  to  come  in 
and  help  her  through  what  was  her  First  election  since 
assuming  that  office  last  January,  said  that  he  thought 
the  voter  turnout  was  most  probably  the  lowest  in  the 
history  of  Acton. 

By  Dorris  Hilberg 
Reprinted  by  permission  of  the  Assabet  Valley  Beacon 
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Record  Of  Town  Election  Held  Apri 

12,  1979 

Pet.  1 

Pet.  2 

Pet.  3         Pet.  4 

Pet.  5 

Pet.  6 

Total 

Whole  number  of  ballots  cast 

88 

190 

187 

153 

152 

77 

847 

MODERATOR,  One  Year 

Donald  MacKenzie 

76 

156 

156 

136 

127 

69 

720 

Blanks 

12 

34 

31 

17 

25 

8 

127 

SELECTMEN ,  Three  Years  ( 1 ) 

Stanton  J.  Collins,  Jr. 

44 

83 

117 

76 

82 

43 

445 

Nancy  K.  Gerhardt 

33 

91 

49 

69 

47 

28 

317 

William  J.  Mustoe,  II 

7 

8 

17 

3 

14 

3 

52 

Frank  A.  Natola 

1 

4 

1 

1 

4 

2 

13 

Blanks 

3 

4 

3 

4 

5 

1 

20 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE,  Three  Years  (2) 

Susan  Grolnic 

60 

128 

118 

107 

96 

54 

563 

Cynthia  B.  Kramer 

65 

127 

134 

98 

97 

52 

573 

Blanks 

51 

110 

121 

101 

111 

48 

542 

Scattered 

15 

1 

16 

TRUSTEE  OF  MEMORIAL  LIBRARY,  Three  Years 

Persis  R.  Green 

76 

157 

153 

129 

126 

65 

706 

Blanks 

12 

33 

34 

24 

26 

12 

141 

Dog  Licenses 

Report  of  Dog  Licenses  Issued 

All  dog  licenses  expire  March 

31,  1980 

.  Dogs 

Through  December  31,  1979 

must  be  licensed  on  or  before  April 

1st  or  the 

owners 

1011  Licenses 

at     $  3.00 

$3,033.00 

or  keepers  thereof  are  liable  to  a  fine 

The  Law 

applies 

49  Licenses 

at     $  6.00 

294.00 

to  all  dogs  three  months  old  or  over, 

regardless  of  time 

12  Licenses 

at  $10.00 

120.00 

of  year  ownership  is  acquired. 

5  Licenses 

at  $25.00 

125.00 

2  Licenses 

at  $50.00 

100.00 

15  Duplicate  Tags 

at  .25 

3.75 

4  Transfer  I  icensesat  .25 

1.00 

$3,676.75 


Duggan  Wins  By  A  Landslide 


(Sept.  27,  1979) 

Acton  -  A  vigorous  campaign  in  which  he  vowed       precincts  was  as  follows: 


to  "take  the  gloves  off  and  tell  it  like  it  is",  resulted  in  a 

Pet. 

Duggan 

Sawyer 

Manalan 

resounding  victory  for  Hayden  Duggan  in  the  three- 

1 

67 

49 

39 

way  race  for  a  seat  on  the  Acton  Board  of  Selectmen  in 

2 

218 

107 

38 

the  September  special  election. 

3 

186 

112 

34 

Of  the  1654  votes  cast,  Duggan  garnered  almost 

4 

143 

107 

68 

55%  of  the  vote,  racking  up  a  solid  895,  defeating 

5 

206 

62 

29 

opponents  William  Sawyer  and  Gena  Manalan  in  their 

6 

75 

36 

59 

bid  for  the  post,  left  vacant  last  spring  due  to  the  death 

Duggan  is 

Director  of 

Psychology 

at  the 

of  former  selectman  Fred  Kennedy. 

Wrentham  State 

School,  and 

received  a 

PhD.  in 

Sawyer  was  a  strong  candidate  for  the  seat,  clinical  psychology  from  the  Harvard  Graduate  School 

netting  473  votes.  Manalan,  a  newcomer  to  local  of  Education  in  1977.  A  former  member  of  the  Acton 

politics  racked  up  278.  Youth  Commission,  from  which  he  resigned  in  January 

Duggan  carried  all  six  precincts,  with  the  widest  Qf  this  year,  Duggan  has  had  much  experience  in 

margin  in  precincts  2  and  5.  The  voting  in  the  dealing  with  troubled  youth,  beginning  in  the  '60s  in 


77 


New  York  City.  He  has  been  active  in  the  civil  rights 
movement  in  the  south,  taught  in  Roxbury,  and  spent 
some  time  in  Kenya,  Africa  as  a  volunteer.  He  is  the 
author  of  a  book,  "A  Second  Chance",  which  deals 
with    helping    troubled    adolescents    through  an 


innovative  approach  called  "cross-age",  in  which 
adolescents  are  paired  with  younger  children,  in  a 
controlled  setting  focusing  on  empathy. 

By  Dorris  Hillberg 
Reprinted  by  permission  of  the  Assabet  Valley  Beacon 


Record  Of  Special  Town  Election 


Pet.  1 

Whole  Number  of  ballots  cast  146 
SELECTMAN,  One  and  one-half  years 
(To  fill  unexpired  term) 
Hayden  A.  Duggan  67 
Gena  G.  Manalan  30 
William  C.  Sawyer  49 
Blanks 


Pet.  2 
363 


218 
38 
107 


:t.  3 

Pet.  4 

Pet.  5 

Pet.  6 

Total 

353 

320 

301 

171 

1654 

186 

143 

206 

75 

895 

54 

68 

29 

59 

278 

112 

107 

62 

36 

473 

1 

2 

4 

1 

9 

o  w 


W  EUtCTXoWS 


VOTE  f«R 


A 


ML 


4_ 


••••••     •    #      *    #  r** 


ft   *  • 


Jim  MacDonald's  sketch  of  a  candidates'  night  seems  to  indicate  that  Hayden  Duggan  has  plenty  of  support; 
somehow  his  supporters  have  misspelled  his  name. 
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Our  Heritage 


The  Acton  Historical  Commission  is  compiling  a  resource  file  of  photos,  maps,  sketches,  and  postcards  of 
the  town.  (Natalie  Moritz  photo) 


Acton  Historical 
Commission 

Each  year,  the  Acton  Historical  Commission 
receives  an  increasing  number  of  requests  for 
information  pertaining  to  buildings  and  properties 
within  the  Town  of  Acton.  As  a  result,  we  have  started 
to  compile  a  resource  file  containing  pictures,  maps, 
sketches,  postcards  and  other  data  referring  to  the 
Town.  Copies,  as  well  as  originals,  are  being  collected. 

The  Commission  urges  anyone  who  has 
illustrations  or  accounts  of  Acton  that  he  would  like  to 
share  to  contact  us  so  that  we  might  duplicate 
information  for  our  files.  Meanwhile,  we  are 
continuing  to  photograph  events  and  places  in  Acton 
as  changes  occur. 

We  are  nearing  completion  of  the  nomination 
forms  for  the  Acton  Center  Historic  District.  If 
approved,  Acton  Center  could  be  included  in  the 
National  Registry  of  Historic  Places. 

We  regret  that  Stanley  Smith,  one  of  the  original 
members  of  this  Commission,  tendered  his  resignation 
this  year.  He  was  instrumental  in  placing  the  Isaac 
Davis  Trail  on  the   National   Registry  of  Historic 


Places,  amongst  many  other  contributions  he  made 
during  his  years  of  service  to  the  Town. 

William  A.  Klauer,  Chairman 
Anita  E.  Dodson,  Clerk 
Marion  E.  Houghton 
Robert  H.  Nylander 

Archives  Committee 

In  the  past  few  years  the  Archives  Committee  has 
focused  its  energies  on  the  microfilming  of  infor- 
mation of  historical  value  for  safe  keeping  in  the  event 
that  the  original  information  is  destroyed.  This  in- 
cludes Town  Clerk  records.  Selectman's  Meetings 
minutes,  and  Town  Meeting  records.  This  archiving  of 
data  has  been  continued  and  microfilming  of  records 
has  been  completed  through  1976. 

The  coming  months  will  be  spent  working  with 
the  town  boards  and  departments  and  with  microfilm 
companies  to  fully  develop  an  implementation 
proposal.  This  proposal  will  be  presented  as  a  separate 
budget  article  at  the  April  Town  Meeting. 

Pam  Hirschman 
Larry  Story 
Joyce  Woodhead 
Charles  MacRae 
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Veteran's  Graves 


There  have  been  seven  interments  of  United  States  War  Veterans  in  the  Acton  Cemeteries  during  the  year 
1979.  The  names  of  the  Veterans,  the  dates  and  place  of  burial  are  as  follows: 


Soren  M.  Mekkelson 

WW  1 

I  T    C       A  _«.-. 

U.b.  Army 

Jan. 4,  1979 

\  AT  11   

Woodlawn 

Joseph  Gerard  McKee 

WW  I 
w  W  1 

u .  o .  in  avy 

Ion     1  fi     1  U7Q 

jan.  id, 

ivit.  nope 

Kenneth  T.  Blood 

WW  I 

U.S.  Army 

Feb.  1,  1979 

Woodlawn 

WW  II 

Robert  E.  Sughrue 

Korean 

U.S.  Army 

May  29,  1979 

Mt.  Hope 

Donatus  W.  Benere 

WW  I 

U.S.  Army 

July  28,  1979 

Woodlawn 

William  H.  Rozell 

WW  II 

U.S.  Navy 

Aug.  29,  1979 

Woodlawn 

Korean 

Mildred  E.  Mahaney 

WW  II 

U.S.  Army 

Oct.  4,  1979 

Woodlawn 

Flag  Standards  have  been  placed  on  all  of  the  above  Veteran's  graves  and  grave  markers  have  been  placed  on 
most.  To  receive  a  Veteran's  Grave  Marker,  it  is  necessary  that  an  application  be  made  out  and  forwarded  to  the 
government.  These  forms  are  available  from  all  funeral  directors  or  from  the  Veteran  Agent.  A  new  ruling  has 
been  made  by  the  Veteran's  Administration  that  an  affidavit  be  filed  with  the  Grave  Registration  Officer,  giving  all 
Veteran  military  records  for  any  future  reference  that  may  be  necessary  for  Veteran's  Burial  Benefits. 

Stewart  Kennedy 
Veterans  Grave  Registration  Officer 


Barry  Smith  stands  near  the  wreath  he  placed  in  front  of  the  Isaac  Davis  Monument  on  Veterans' 
(Owen  O  Rourke  photo) 
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Town  Meeting 


Town  Moderator 


1979  was  a  relatively  busy  year  for  appointments 
to  the  Finance  Committee.  Mr.  Bailey  Geeslin,  Mr. 
William  McCarthy  and  Mrs.  Gena  Manalan  were 
appointed  replacing  Mr.  Brent  Wilkes,  Mr.  David 
Barrat  and  Mr.  Ted  York.  The  Moderator  gratefully 
acknowledges  the  contributions  made  by  the  three 
retiring  members. 

Mr.  John  Putnam  was  reappointed  to  the 
Minuteman  Regional  Vocational  School  Committee  as 
Acton's  sole  member. 

During  1979  Acton  held  3  sessions  of  town 
meeting.  The  Annual  meeting  began  April  9  and  ran 
for  five  long  sessions  dealing  with  42  articles  (one  more 
than  last  year).  On  April  25,  with  the  Annual 
Meeting,  the  Town  dispatched  8  articles  in  a  Special 
Town  Meeting  with  all  but  Article  4  passing. 

On  Article  9  we  held  a  second  Special  Meeting  of 
10  articles  -  9  passing. 


In  general  the  Moderator  believes  the  open  form 
of  Town  Meeting  continued  to  serve  Acton's  citizenry 
well  in  1979.  The  level  of  debate  and  conduct  of  the 
voters  remained  high.  Attendance  was  somewhat 
improved  due  to  implementing  several 
recommendations  made  previously  by  the  Hunter, 
McLaughlin,  Kinsley  Committee.  Of  particular  note 
were  the  several  large  signs  strategically  placed 
throughout  the  town  advertising  the  time  and  place  of 
the  meetings. 

The  Moderator  would  like  to  encourage  your 
attendance  at  the  1980  Town  Meeting  sessions  -  as 
your  individual  concern,  opinions  and  vote  can  make  a 
real  difference  to  the  direction  and  conduct  of  our 
town's  business. 

Donald  MacKenzie 
Town  Moderator 


Abstract  Of  The  Proceedings  Of  The 
Annual  Town  Meeting  Held  April  9,  1979  and 
Adjourned  Sessions  April  10,  23,  24,  and  April  26,1979 

Moderator  called  the  meeting  to  order  at  7:50  P.M. 
Article  1.  Officers 

To  choose  all  necessary  Town  Officers  and  Committees  and  fix  the  salaries  and  compensation  of  all  the  elective 

officers  of  the  Town. 

Voted  unanimously:     To  elect: 

James  B.  Wilson  as  a  Trustee  of  the  West  Acton  Fireman's  Relief  Fund,  term  to  expire  in  1982. 
Richard  A.  Lowden  as  a  Trustee  of  the  Acton  Fireman's  Relief  Fund,  term  to  expire  in  1982. 
Thelma  L.  Boatman  as  a  Trustee  of  the  Goodnow  Fund,  term  to  expire  in  1982. 

Priscilla  Killian  as  a  Trustee  of  the  Citizen's  Library  Association  of  West  Acton,  term  to  expire  in  1982. 
Voted  unanimously:     to  fix  the  compensation  for  elected  officers  as  follows: 
Moderator                $20.00  per  each  night  per  meeting 
Board  of  Selectmen  Chairman   $750.00 

Clerk   650.00 

Member   650.00 

Article  2.  Reports 

Voted  unanimously:     To  accept  the  reports  of  the  various  Town  Officers  and  Boards  as  set  forth  in  the  Town 
Report. 
Article  3. 

Moderator  calls  for  any  other  reports  -  no  vote  required.  There  were  no  other  reports. 

Article  4.  Group  Insurance  for  Retired  Employees 

To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  accept  section  9E  of  Chapter  32B  of  the  General  Laws,  which  authorizes  the 
Town  to  make  contributions  in  excess  of  50%  of  the  premium  for  certain  group  health  and  life  insurance 
policies  for  retired  employees,  and  to  raise  and  appropriate  from  available  funds  a  sum  of  money,  or  any  other 
sum  for  such  purposes  for  the  fiscal  year  1980. 
Voted:     To  take  no  action. 

Article  5.  Personnel  By-Law,  Wage  and  Salary  Change 

Voted:    To  amend  the  Personnel  By-law  as  follows: 

(a)  Amend  section  10  (a)  of  the  Personnel  By-law  "Non-Occupational  Sick  Leave"  to  provide  a  maximum  of 
120  days  instead  of  100  days  total  sick  leave  accumulation  and 
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(b)  to  amend  section  12  of  the  by-law  to  read  "all  permanent  fulltime  employees  and  all  permanent  part-time 
employees  whose  regularly  established  work  week  is  20  hours  or  more,  who  shall  have  completed  six  (6) 
months  of  continuous  service  for  the  Town  .  .  .  shall  be  provided  with  Group  Life  Insurance  coverage 
not  to  exceed  $7,500.00  in  the  fiscal  year  ending  1980,  and  $10,000.00  in  the  fiscal  year  ending  1981  and 
thereafter,  of  which  the  Town  will  pay  50%  of  the  premium  and  the  employee  the  other  50%." 

(c)  Delete  Schedules  B,  B-l,  C,  D,  E,  ET,  F  and  G  and  insert  the  revised  schedules  distributed  at  the  Town 
Meeting.  (For  schedules  see  following  pages). 

Article  6.  Personnel  By-Law  Classification  Changes  &  Additions 


Voted:    To  amend  Schedule  A  of  the  Personnel  By-Law  by  making  the  following  changes  and  additions 

Director  of  Public  Health 

E-9  to  Ell 

Sanitarian 

E-3  to  E-4 

Staff  Nurse 

E-3  to  E-4 

Recreation  Director 

E-7  to  E-8 

Highway  Superintendent 

E-9  to  Ell 

Executive  Clerk  to  Assistant  Town  Accountant 

S-9  to  E-l 

Engineering  Assistant  to  Junior  Civil  Engineer 

E-3 

Senior  Engineering  Aid 

S-10 

Rodman  to  Junior  Engineering  Aid 

S-7 

Council  on  Aging  Coordinator 

E-l 

Head  Clerk 

S-7 

Shedule  A 

Alphabetical  List  Of  Position  Classes  And  Allocation  To  Schedule 

And  Compensation  Grade  Or  Designated  Or  Range 

'lass  Title 

Schedule 

Grade 

Accounting  Clerk 

B 

S-6 

Administrative  Assistant 

B-l 

E-5 

Assessor,  Board  Chairman 

F 

Assessor,  Board  Member 

F 

Assistant  Assessor 

B-l 

E-10 

Assistant  to  Conservation  Commission  (p.t.) 

B 

SI  1 

Assistant  Library  Director 

B-l 

E-2 

Assistant  Town  Accountant 

B-l 

E-l 

Assistant  Town  Engineer 

B-l 

E-9 

Board  of  Health  Chairman 

F 

Board  of  Health  Member 

F 

Building  Commissioner 

B-l 

E-12 

Chief  (Fire) 

D 

F-4 

Chief  (Police) 

C 

P-4 

Children's  Librarian 

B-l 

E-l 

Council  on  Aging  Coordinator 

B-l 

E-l 

Custodian 

E 

H-l 

Deputy  Building  Inspector  (p.t.) 

F 

Deputy  Chief  (Fire)  Call  p.t.) 

F 

Deputy  Elections  Clerk  (p.t.) 

F 

Deputy  Inspector  (Elections)  (p.t.) 

F 

Deputy  Warden  (Elections)  (p.t.) 

F 

Director  of  Public  Health 

B-l 

E-ll 

Disposal  Area  Operator 

E 

H-4 

Dog  Officer 

E 

H-2 

Elections  Clerk  (p.t. ) 

F 

Executive  Clerk 

B 

S-9 

Fire  Alarm  Maintenance  Man  (p.t.) 

F 

Fire  Alarm  Operator 

B 

S-7 

Fire  Alarm  superintendent  (p.t.) 

F 

Fire  Captain 

D 

F-3 
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T*\  rpfi  &\\  tpr 

L) 

17  1 

r  - 1 

Firefighter  (Call  Wn  t  .■ 

TT 

r 

Fire  Lieutenant 

Fire  Lieutenant  (Call)  (p,t.) 

F  9 

Head  Clerk 

XX 
D 

Heavy  Motor  Equipment  Operator 

Ej 

n  - 1 

Inspector  of  Animals  (p.t.) 

Em 

H  9 

Insnertor  Selections  i  fn  t  ^ 

F 

Incnprfnr  nf  \A/ir#*c  ( x\  t  \ 

XlloLJCLUJl   \Jl    V V  1 1  C5  1  U.l,  .1 

D 
D 

C    1  Q 

b-lo 

Iiininr  I             h  n m nppr 
1  U  1  1  1  u  1    V  - 1  V 1 1  H,  I  lti  IK  U 

n  l 

Jo- 1 

Jh-o 

Junior  Engineering  Aid 

R 

Lj 

Tumor  fieri* 

R 

D 

o- 1 

Laborer  Cemeteries 

F-1 

p-1 

Vj  1 

Laborer  Highways 

F 

XL. 

14  1 
n  i 

I  aborpr  ("rpner;il 

F 

I  ihrarian  SAAfest  Acton^  ( n  t  ^ 

B 

S-Q 

Library  Assistant  (Jr.) 

B 

S-l 

L,lUIdIy  rvaoloLalll  ^  x  1 1I1L 1  Udl ) 

R 
D 

<\  7 

T  i  nra v\i  A qci Qt^int  ^pninr^ 

t.j  l  Ul  dl  V  A931olalll  \  ui  HUM  1 

R 

XJ 

Library  Cataloger 

B-l 

E-l 

ii  ret  1 1  q  t  i  r^n  T  lnr^nQn 

V.j  II  (  LlldlI'MI    I.JIM  ill  Ulll 

R 

o  / 

Library  Director 

B-l 

E-7 

I  inrarv  Psior**  1  n  f  \ 

LI  I  M  dl  \    X  dec  ^  LJ  .  l .  1 

F 

X^ 

T    1TP  {"111  Z\  Tc\ 

p 

Local  Inspector 

B-l 

E-6 

Maintenance  Man  (Cemeteries) 

E-l 

C-3 

Ivf     1  Tl  tf*T~\  Ck  Tl  CF*    IvT  d  T1   1  I- 1  1  CT  nlA/^  \7S  1 

iVidiiiu  iidiin   ivxdii  iiiiEiiWdya^ 

F 

XX    .  1 

\^r\tr*T"  P" n 1 1 in m pnt  Onpratnr 
1VHJLU1    XLU  1X1 LH11C111  v/UCI  dlUl 

P 
XL 

Motor  Fniiinmpnt  Rpnairman 

E 

j_j_7***** 

\4otor  Fniiinmpnt  IVT^intenjince  IVIan 

E 

H-4 

Pa  trolm  7\  n 

c 

Pa  trolm  a  n  ( Soeci  a  IWn  t  ^ 

x  ail  vjiuiaii  I  jUv-Liai  i  iw.l.  i 

c 

P-1 

x  Idlllllllt  /\LLII11I11SII  dLUI 

R- 1 

D  1 

F-R 

PI  ^  \/(Trni  i  nri  111  rprtnr 
x  laytii  UUllU  L/iiCLiui 

F 

Plumbing  Inspector  (p.t.) 

F 

Pol  irp  I  l  lfpn^nt 

X  UllvC    L  d  '    UK  1  1  d  1  1  L 

p. 3**** 

Police  Matron  (p.t.) 

r 

Police  Sergeant 

o  o  *  *  *  * 

r-.Z 

Principal  Cerk 

Jo 

cc 
3D 

R  pcrpa  fion  Dirpctor 

1\V.  V    1   1    all '  '  1 1     l  r  11  V  V  L  '  '  1 

B-l 

E-8 

P  f*c yf* 7i ftnn  1  p^npr 
i\CLi  caiiun  x_(tr<xv-ic i 

F 

Recreational  Specialist 

F 

P  prrpQ  t  i nn 1  Snnpruicnr 
IXtLI  CdllUlldl  JUUC1  viaui 

F 

xvccrcdlioiidi  ruui  ividiidgtri 

F 

lxClCieilCe  X_ilUId.Ild.il 

B-l 

E-l 

P    m  ctrar  /~»  f  \7  nfprs  1  n  t  l 
XVCti  1  SI  1  dl   vj  1    V  UIC13  \  j 

F 

S-10 

Sanitarian 

B-l 

E-4 

jcnooi  crossing  oudru  ^  p .  i .  ^ 

F 

^pilpr  r\(  \\ * 1 1  <T  Vi  t  c  -inH  Mpacurps  In   t  1 
JCdlCI  OI   VVCltdllLo  ti  1  Kl  IVledMll  C5  ^  U  .  l .  } 

B 

S-9 

Semi-Skilled  Laborer,  Cemeteries 

B-l 

C-2 

Semi-Skilled  Laborer,  Highways 

F 

W-2 

Senior  Engineering  Aid 

B 

S-10 

Senior  Clerk 

B 

S-3 

Staff  Nurse 

B-l 

E-4 
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Superintendent  (Cemeteries) 

B-l 

E-7 

Superintendent  (Highways) 

B-l 

E-ll** 

Superintendent  of  Insect  and  Pest  Control 

E-l 

C  7 

Teller  (p. t.) 

F 

Town  Accountant/Data  Processing  Agent****** 

B-l 

E-10 

Town  Clerk 

B-l 

E-5 

Town  Engineer 

B-l 

E-13 

Town  Manager 

G 

Town  Treasurer  &  Town  Collector 

B-l 

E-8 

Tree  Climber 

E-l 

C-5 

Tree  Warden 

E-l 

C  7 

Veterans'  Agent  &  Director  of  Veterans'  Services  (p. t.) 

F 

Warden  (Elections)  (p.t.) 

F 

Working  Foreman  (Cemeteries) 

E-l 

C-6 

Working  Foreman  (Highways) 

E 

H  7 

*  Additional  $7.00  per/wk.  when  assigned  to  and  performing  duties  relating  to  the  maintenance  of  fire 
apparatus. 

**An  additional  $125.00  per/ month  during  the  months  of  December,  January,  Febuary  and  March. 
*  *  *  Additional  $50.00  per/month  when  assigned  to  and  performing  the  duties  of  official  police  photographer 
or  prosecuting  officer. 

****  Additional  $50.00  per/month  when  assigned  to  and  performing  the  duties  of  prosecuting  officer. 
*****15c  additional  for  Lead  Mechanic. 
******Additional  $2,500.00  per  year  for  performing  the  duties  of  a  Data  Processing  Agent. 


Gail  Mack's  characters  at  Town  Meeting  are  made  out  of  tin  cans. 
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Lisa  Codwise's  view  of  Acton  is  colored  by  her  thoughts  of  lunch. 


Schedule  B 
General  Weekly  Salary  Schedule 


Annual  Rate  Computed  By  Multiplying  Weekly  Rate  x  52 

MINIMUM 

INTERMEDIATE 

MAXIMUM 

A 

B 

C 

D 

E 

S-l 

W 

143.77 

146.31 

152.15 

158.00 

165.80 

A 

7476.04 

7608.12 

7911.80 

8216.00 

8621.60 

S-2 

W 

146.31 

152.15 

158.00 

165.80 

173.62 

A 

7608.12 

7911.80 

8216.00 

8621.60 

9028.24 

S-3 

W 

152.15 

158.00 

165.80 

173.62 

181.42 

A 

7911.80 

8216.00 

8621.60 

9028.24 

9433.84 

S-4 

W 

158.00 

165.80 

173.62 

181.42 

189.24 

A 

8216.00 

8621.60 

9028.24 

9433.84 

9840.48 

S-5 

W 

165.80 

173.62 

181.42 

189.24 

197.04 

A 

8621.60 

9028.24 

9433.84 

9840.48 

10246.08 

S-6 

W 

173.62 

181.42 

189.24 

197.04 

204.86 

A 

9028.24 

9433.84 

9840.48 

10246.08 

10652.72 

S-7 

W 

181.42 

189.24 

197.04 

204.86 

214.60 

A 

9433.84 

9840.48 

10246.08 

10652.72 

11159.20 

S-8 

W 

189.24 

197.04 

204.86 

214.60 

224.32 

A 

9840.48 

10246.08 

10652.72 

11159.20 

11664.64 

S-9 

W 

197.04 

204.86 

214.60 

224.32 

234.07 

A 

10246.08 

10652.72 

11159.20 

11664.64 

12171.64 

S-10 

W 

204.86 

214.60 

224.32 

234.07 

245.81 

A 

10652.72 

11159.20 

11664.64 

12171.64 

12782.12 

SI  1 

W 

214.60 

224.32 

234.07 

245.81 

257.51 

A 

11159.20 

11664.64 

12171.64 

12782.12 

13390.52 

S-12 

W 

224.32 

234.07 

245.81 

257.51 

271.19 

A 

11664.64 

12171.64 

12782.12 

13390.52 

14101.88 

S-13 

W 

234.07 

245.81 

257.51 

271.19 

284.83 

A 

12171.64 

12782.12 

13390.52 

14101.88 

14811.16 
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Schedule  B-l 
Technical  and  Administrative  Weekly  Salary 
Annual  Rated  Computed  By  Multiplying  Weekly  Rate  x  52 


MINIMUM 

INTERMEDIATE 

A 

B 

C 

D 

E-l 

W 

214.60 

224.32 

234.07 

245.81 

A 

11159.20 

11664.64 

12171.64 

12782.12 

E-2 

W 

224.32 

234.07 

245.81 

257.51 

A 

11664.64 

12171.64 

12782.12 

13390.52 

E-3 

W 

234.07 

245.81 

257.51 

271.19 

A 

12171.64 

12782.12 

13390.52 

14101.88 

E-4 

W 

245.81 

257.51 

271.19 

284.83 

A 

12782.12 

13390.12 

14101.88 

14811.16 

E-5 

W 

257.51 

271.19 

284.83 

298.48 

A 

13390.52 

14101.88 

14811.16 

15520.96 

E-6 

W 

271.19 

284.83 

298.48 

314.09 

A 

14101.88 

14811.16 

15520.96 

16332.68 

E-7 

W 

284.83 

298.48 

314.09 

331.65 

A 

14811.16 

15520.96 

16332.68 

17245.80 

E-8 

W 

298.48 

314.09 

331.65 

351.14 

A 

15520.96 

16332.68 

17245.80 

18259.28 

E-9 

W 

314.09 

331.65 

351.14 

370.66 

A 

16332.68 

17245.80 

18259.28 

19274.32 

E-10 

W 

331.65 

351.14 

370.66 

392.12 

A 

17245.80 

18259.28 

19274.32 

20390.24 

Ell 

W 

351.14 

370.66 

392.12 

415.54 

A 

18259.28 

19274.24 

20390.24 

21608.08 

E-12 

W 

370.66 

392.12 

415.54 

442.85 

A 

19274.32 

20390.24 

21608.08 

23028.20 

E-13 

W 

392.12 

415.54 

442.85 

470.16 

A 

20390.24 

21608.08 

23028.20 

24448.32 

MAXIMUM 
E 

257.51 
13390.52 

271.19 
14101.88 

284.83 
14811.16 

298.48 
15520.96 

314.09 
16332.68 

331.65 
17245.80 

351.14 
18259.28 

370.66 
19274.32 

392.12 
20390.24 

415.54 
21608.08 

442.85 
23028.20 

470.16 
24448.32 

497.47 
25868.44 


Schedule  C 


Police  Annual  Salary 

Schedule 

Weekly  Rate  Computed  By  Dividing  Annual  Rate  x  52 

MINIMUM 

INTERMEDIATE 

MAXIMUM 

A 

B 

C 

PI 

W 

268.79 

283.86 

298.92 

A 

13977.08 

14760.72 

15543.84 

P-2 

W 

320.02 

335.37 

355.12 

A 

16641.04 

17439.24 

18466.24 

P-3 

W 

324.97 

348.36 

365.48 

A 

17106.44 

18114.72 

19004.96 

P-4 

W 

519.24 

A 

27000.48 
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Schedule  D 
Fire  Annual  Salary  Schedule 
Weekly  Rate  Computed  By  Dividing  Annual  Rate  x  52 

MINIMUM                     INTERMEDIATE  MAXIMUM 
ABC 

F-l                    W                                  263.75                                  276.83  292.31 

A                                  13715.00                                14395.16  15200.12 

F-2                    W                                    292.05                                   305.15  317.19 

A                                15186.60                               15867.80  16493.88 

F-3                    W                                    318.69                                   333.97  353.68 

A                                  16571.88                                17366.44  18391.36 

F-4                    W  519.24 

A  27000.48 


Schedule  E 
Highway  Hourly  Wage  Schedule 
Weekly  Rate  Computed  By  Multiplying  Hourly  Rate  By  40  Hours 
Annual  Rate  Computed  By  Multiplying  Hourly  Rate  By  2080  Hours 


A 

B 

HI 

H 

4.88 

5.12 

W 

195.20 

204.80 

A 

10150.40 

10649.60 

H-2 

H 

5.12 

5.37 

W 

204.80 

214.80 

A 

10649.60 

11169.60 

H-3 

H 

5.37 

5.64 

W 

214.80 

225.60 

A 

11169.60 

11731.20 

H-4 

H 

5.64 

5.93 

W 

225.60 

237.20 

A 

11731.20 

12334.40 

H-5 

H 

5.93 

6.18 

W 

237.20 

247.20 

A 

12334.40 

12854.40 

H-6 

h 

6.18 

6.46 

W 

247.20 

258.40 

A 

12854.40 

13436.80 

H-7 

H 

6.46 

6.73 

W 

258.40 

269.20 

A 

13436.80 

13998.40 

c 

5.37 
214.80 
11169.60 
5.64 
225.60 
11731.20 
5.93 
237.20 
12334.40 
6.18 
247.20 
12854.40 
6.46 
258.40 
13436.80 
6.73 
269.20 
13998.40 
7.07 
282.80 
14705.60 
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Shedule  E-l 
Hourly  Wages 

Weekly  Rate  Computed  By  Multiplying  Hourly  Rate  x  40 
Annual  Rate  Computed  By  Multiplying  Hourly  Rate  x  2080 


A 

B 

c 

H 

4  86 

J.  1U 

0.  JO 

W 

194.40 

204.00 

214.40 

A 

10108.80 

10608  00 

11148  80 

H 

5  1  n 

J.  JO 

fi9 

W 

204.00 

214.40 

224.80 

A 

10608.00 

11148.80 

1 1689  60 

C-3 

H 

5  36 

J.  JU 

5  fi9 

W 

214.40 

224.80 

236.40 

A 

11148.80 

1 1689  60 

12292  80 

C-4 

H 

5  69 

^  Ql 

D .  1  D 

W 

224.80 

236.40 

246.40 

A 

11689.60 

12292  80 

12812  80 

IT 

H 

5.91 

6.16 

6.44 

W 

236.40 

246.40 

257.60 

A 

12292.80 

12812.80 

13395.20 

C-6 

H 

6.16 

6.44 

6.72 

W 

246.40 

257.60 

268.80 

A 

12812.80 

13395.20 

13977.60 

C-7 

H 

6.44 

6.72 

7.05 

W 

257.60 

268.80 

282.00 

A 

13395.20 

13977.60 

14664.00 

Schedule  G 

Administration  Annual  Salary  Determination 

Position 

Town  Manager  All  step  rates  determined  by  Board  of  Selectmen  subject  to  the  appropriation  of 

necessary  funds. 

Schedule  F 


PER  HOUR 

Assessor,  Board  Chairman 

600.00* 

Assessor,  Board  Member 

500.00* 

Board  of  Health,  Chairman 

150.00* 

Board  of  Health,  Member 

100.00* 

Deputy  Building  Inspector  (p.t.) 

Fee  Basis 

Deputy  Elections  Clerk  (p.t.) 

4.37 

Deputy  Inspector  (elections) 

3.99 

Deputy  Warden  (elections) 

4.19 

Elections  Clerk 

4.19 

Fire  Fighter  (Call)  -  Step  A** 

5.25 

B 

5.50 

C 

5.75 

Fire  Lieutenant  (Call) 

6.00 

Inspector  (elections)  (p.t.) 

3.99 

Laborer  -  Step  A 

3.00 

B 

3.25 

C 

3.50 

D 

3.75 
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Library  Page 

3.00 

Lifeguard 

3.31 

Playground  Director  -  Step  A 

3.31 

B 

3.48 

C 

3.67 

D 

3.86 

E 

4.09 

Plumbing  Inspector 

Fee  Basis 

Police  Matron 

4.87 

Pool  Manager  -  Step  A 

5.58 

B 

5.86 

C 

6.14 

Recreation  Leader  -  Step  A 

2.93 

B 

3.13 

Recreation  Specialist  -  Step  A 

3.31 

B 

3.50 

C 

3.67 

D 

3.86 

E 

4.09 

Recreation  Supervisor  -  Step  A 

4.28 

B 

4.46 

C 

4.67 

D 

4.85 

E 

5.06 

Registrar  of  Voters 

4.36 

Teller 

3.99 

Warden  (election) 

4.39 

Veterans'  Agent 

1500.00* 

*Annual  Rates 
**Annual  Base  $150.00 


Article  7. 

Voted  unanimously:    To  raise  and  appropriate  $56,000.00  under  G.L.  c.  40,  S5D,  to  be  held  as  a  special 
fund  to  offset  the  anticipated  costs  of  funding  the  contributory  retirement  system. 
Resolution:     Voted  unanimously:     To  adopt  the  following  resolution: 

Be  it  resolved  that  it  is  the  sense  of  this  Town  Meeting  of  Acton  Massachusetts  on  April  9,  1979  that  there 
is  a  real  and  serious  energy  crisis  that  demands  our  private  and  common  attention,  that  all  of  us  in  our  private 
lives  henceforth  carry  out  to  the  extent  of  our  ability  measures  of  significant  energy  conservation,  that  in  our 
group  or  corporate  lives  we  similarly  work  for  the  conserving  of  energy,  that  churches,  schools  and  other 
institutions  do  everything  in  their  power  to  practive  and  encourage  amoung  their  members  the  conservation  of 
energy  and  that  our  town  government  likewise  set  an  example  of  energy  conserving. 

Be  it  further  resolved  that  individual  citizens  be  encouraged  to  communicate  their  views  on  the  subject  of 
energy  to  their  representatives  in  the  General  Court  of  Massachusetts  and  the  United  States  Congress  and 
support  insofar  as  it  shall  be  consistent  with  their  own  views  energysaving  proposals  offered  by  the  President  of 
the  United  States  and  others. 

Be  it  further  and  finally  resolved  that  copies  of  this  resolution,  if  adopted,  be  forwarded  to  the  Massachusetts 
General  Court  and  Governor's  Office  and  to  the  United  States  Congress  and  the  Office  of  the  President. 
Voted:    To  adjourn  at  10:30  P.M.  to  April  10,  1979  at  7:30  P.M.  at  this  same  place. 
Tuesday,  April  10,  1979.  Moderator  called  the  meeting  to  order  at  7:37  P.M. 

Voted:     To  adjourn  at  the  completion  of  the  article  or  budget  line  item  under  discussion  at  11:00  P.M.  and 
resume  on  Monday,  April  23,  1979  at  7;30  P.M. 
Article  8.  Town  Budget 

To  see  what  sums  of  money  the  Town  will  raise  and  appropriate,  or  appropriate  from  available  funds,  to 
defray  the  necessary  expenses  of  the  several  departments,  officers,  and  board  of  the  Town,  exclusive  of  the 
necessary  expenses  relative  to  shcools. 
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Voted:  That  the  town  budget  for  the  period  July  1,  1979  tojune  30,  1980  as  printed  in  the  warrant,  except 
that  the  total  on  page  19  be  shown  as  $4,359,931,  be  raised  and  appropriated  in  its  entirety,  except  that 
$6, 500. 00  be  appropriated  from  library  receipts  reserved  for  appropriation  for  library  use,  $2,400.00  be 
appropriated  from  receipts  from  the  county  dog  fund  reserved  for  appropriation  for  library  use,  and 
$25,000.00  be  appropriated  from  federal  revenue  sharing  receipts  for  police  department  use: 

General  Government 


Moderator: 

1.  Salary 

2.  Expenses 
Finance  Committee: 

3.  Expenses 
Selectmen: 


200.00 
20.00 

200.00 


4. 

Salaries 

47,739.00 

5. 

Expenses 

43,300.00 

6. 

Capital  Outlay 

3,500.00 

7. 

Legal  Services 

33,000.00 

8. 

Legal  Services  Expenses 

1,000.00 

9. 

Appraisals  &  Surveys 

1,000.00 

10. 

Out  of  State  Travel  (All  Depts.) 

1,500.00 

Town  Office  Clerical  Staff: 

1 1 .  Salaries 
Engineering  Department 

12.  Salaries 

13.  Expenses 

14.  Capital  Outlay 
Town  Accountant 

15.  Salary 

16.  Expenses 

16A.  Capital  Outlay 
Town  Treasurer 

17.  Salary 

18.  Expenses 
Town  Assessors 

19.  Salary 

20.  Expenses 
Town  Clerk 

21.  Salary 

22.  Expenses 
Elections  &  Registrations 

23.  Salaries 

24.  Expenses 
Planning  Board 

25.  Salaries 

26.  Expenses 
Personnel  Board 

27.  Expenses 
Board  of  Appeals 

28.  Expenses 
Conservation  Commission 

29.  Salaries 

30.  Expenses 
Archives  Committee 

3 1 .  Expenses 


182,686.00 

83,358.00 
5,000.00 


24,109.00 
23,955.00 
5,000.00 

19,274.00 
15,500.00 

23,210.00 
27,700.00 

10,577.00 
1,085.00 

11,236.00 
4,925.00 

16,334.00 
5,485.00 

100.00 

1,000.00 

5,916.00 
4.095.00 

1,200.00 


Public  Ceremonies  &  Celebrations 

32.  Expenses  2,340.00 
Buildings  &  Grounds  Maintenance 

33.  Salaries  24,813.00 

34.  Utilities  60,000.00 

35.  Expenses  18,020.00 

36.  Capital  Outlay 
Town  Report  Committee 

37.  Expenses  8,000.00 
Youth  Commission 

38.  CODE  10,000.00 

39.  Expenses  8,300.00 
Historical  Commission 

40.  Expenses  200.00 
Council  on  Aging 

41A.  Salaries  8,750.00 

4 IB.  Expenses  7,002.00 

TOTAL  GENERAL  GOVERNMENT  $750,629.00 
Protection  Of  Persons  And  Property 

Police  Department 

42.  Regular  Salaries  437,249.00 

43.  Other  Salaries  141,181.00 

44.  Expenses  26,763.00 

45.  Capital  Outlay 
Fire  Department 

46.  Regular  Salaries  539,802.00 

47.  Other  Salaries  173.187.00 

48.  Expenses  42,240.00 

49.  Capital  Outlay  5,345.00 
Sealer  of  Weights  &  Measures 

50.  Salary  600.00 

51.  Expenses  150.00 
Insect  Pest  Control 

52.  Wages  6,900.00 

53.  Expenses  5,385.00 
town  Forest  Committee 

54.  Expenses  100.00 
Tree  Department 

55.  Wages  9,620.00 

56.  Expenses  8.710.00 
Inspector  of  Wires 

57.  Expenses  4,000.00 
Inspector  of  Gas  Piping  &  Appliances 

58.  Expenses  2,000.00 
Building  Inspector 

59.  Salaries  42,203.00 

60.  Expenses  2,875.00 
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Dog  Officer 

61.  Wages  1,200.00 

62.  Expenses  700.00 
Building  Committee 

63.  Expenses  50.00 
Civil  Defense 

64.  Expenses  2,650.00 
Town  Utilities 

65.  Hydrant  Rental  40,725.00 

66.  Street  Lighting  54,000.00 
TOTAL  PROTECTION  OF  PERSONS 

AND  PROPERTY  $1,547,635.00 

Highways 

Highway  Department 

67.  Salaries  &  Wages  238,571.00 

68.  Overtime  for  Snow  27,825.00 

69.  General  Expenses  69,170.00 

70.  Drainage  21,137.00 

71.  Snow  &  Ice  Removal  84,200.00 

72.  Machinery  Expenses  63,650.00 

73.  Gasoline  &  Diesel  Fuel  71,000.00 

74.  Secondary  Roads  Maintenance  49,717.00 

75.  Primary  Roads  Maintenance  17,065.00 

76.  Capital  Outlay  11,900.00 
TOTAL  HIGHWAYS  $654,235.00 

Health  And  Sanitation 

Board  of  Health 

77.  Salaries  72,238.00 

78.  Expenses  49,448.00 

79.  Garbage  Collection  38,648.00 
Inspector  of  Animals 

80.  Wages  200.00 

81.  Expenses  70.00 
Plumbing  Inspector 

82.  Expenses  3,000.00 
TOTAL  HEALTH  AND  SANITATION  $163,604.00 

Cemeteries 

Cemeteries 

83.  Salaries  &  Wages  63,302.00 

84.  Expenses  14,685.00 

85.  Capital  Outlay   = 

TOTAL  CEMETERIES  $  77,987.00 

Recreation 
Recreation  Department 

86.  Salaries  &  Wages  79,322.00 

87.  Expenses  29,661.00 

88.  Capital  Outlay  1,000.00 
TOTAL  RECREATION  $109,983.00 

Veteran's  Aid 

Veteran's  Services 

89.  Salary  1.500.00 

90.  Expenses  150.00 

91.  Aid  25,000.00 
TOTAL  VETERAN'S  AID  $  26,650.00 


Pensions 

Pension  Fund 

92.  Pensions 
TOTAL  PENSIONS 

Insurance 

Insurance 

93.  Group  Health 

94.  Other  Insurance 

95.  Insurance  Advisor 
TOTAL  INSURANCE 


200,000.00 
$200,000.00 


261,618.00 
129,188.00 
1,500.00 
$392,306.00 


Maturing  Debt  And  Interest 
Town  Government 

Highway  Department  Building 

96.  Maturing  Debt  — 

97.  Interest  — 
Highway  Department  Equipment 

98.  Maturing  Debt 

99.  Interest 
Conservation  Commission 

100.  Maturing  Debt  68,175.00 

101.  Interest  6,168.00 
Sanitary  Landfill 

102.  Maturing  Debt  26,825.00 

103.  Interest  1,977.00 
Fire  Truck  (Parking  Lot  76/77) 

104.  Maturing  Debt  — 

105.  Interest  — 
Anticipation  of  Revenue  Notes 

106.  Interest  40,000.00 
TOTAL  MATURING  DEBT  AND  INTEREST 


TOWN  GOVERNMENT 


$143,145.00 


Libraries 


Memorial  Library 

107.  Salaries 

108.  Expenses 

109.  Books 

110.  Capital  Outlay 
West  Acton  Library 

111.  Salaries 

112.  Expenses 
TOTAL  LIBRARIES 


$141,898.00 
28,312.00 
34,500.00 
900.00 

9,101.00 
3,722.00 
$218,433.00 

Maturing  Debt  And  interest  -  Libraries 

Maturing  Debt  &  Interest  Libraries 

113.  Maturing  Debt 

114.  Interest   - 

_}  - 

TOTAL  BUDGET  -  ARTICLE  8  $4,284,607.00 
TOTAL  VOTE:  370 

NEEDED  TO  CARRY:  246 
YES    365        NO  5 
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Article  9. 

To  see  what  sums  of  money  the  Town  will  raise  and  appropriate  from  available  funds,  to  defray  the  necessary 
expenses  of  the  local,  regional  and  vocational  schools. 

Voted  unanimously:  That  the  following  budget  schedule  for  local,  regional  and  vocational  schools,  for  the 
period  July  1,  1979,  to  June  30,  1980,  be  raised  and  appropriated: 

Local  Schools 


Local  Schools: 

1 1 5 A .  Operating  Expenses 

115B.  Out  of  State  Travel 

116.  Blanchard  Auditorium 
TOTAL  LOCAL  SCHOOLS 
Maturing  Debt  And  Interest 

McCarthy-Town  School: 

117.  Note  Interest 

118.  Interest 
Merriam  School: 

119.  Maturing  Debt 

120.  Interest 
Douglas  School: 

121.  Maturing  Debt 

122.  Interest 
Gates  School: 

123.  Maturing  Debt 

124.  Interest 
Conant  School: 

125.  Maturing  Debt 

126.  Interest 


$4,031,771.00 
900.00 
36,897.00 
$4,069,568.00 
Local  Schools 

80,000.00 
22,680.00 


35,000.00 
7,963.00 

55,000.00 
19,168.00 

80,000.00 
52,440.00 


Teachers  Summer  Pay: 

127.  Maturing  Debt 

128.  Interest   — 

TOTAL  MATURING  DEBT  AND  INTEREST 

LOCAL  SCHOOLS  $352,251.00 
Regional  Schools 

Regional  Schools: 

129A.  Operating  Expenses  $3,689,628.00 
129B.  Out  of  State  Travel  2,320.00 

130.  Maturing  Debt  &  Interest  185,134.00 

131.  Teachers' Summer  Pay   — 

$3,877,082.00 

Vocational  Schools 

Minuteman  Vocational  School: 

132.  Operating  Expense  $362,173.00 

133.  Maturing  Debt  &  Interest  2,915.00 
Other  Vocational  Schools: 

134.  Tuition  &  Transportation  15,185.00 
TOTAL  VOCATIONAL  SCHOOLS  $380,273.00 
TOTAL  ARTICLE  9.  $8,679,174.00 
TOTAL  BUDGETS  -  ARTICLE  8  &  9  $12,963,781 .00 


Borrowed 

Article  24.  Police  Department  Land 
Article  38.  Averett  Conservation  Land 

NET  AMOUNT  TO  BE 
APPROPRIATED 

Summary 

Budget  (R  &  A) 
Special  Articles  (R  &  A  &  B) 
Transfers 
Borrow 

GRAND TOTAL 


32,900.00 
88,000.00 
$120,900.00 


$12,785,517.00 

$12,963,781.00 
551,536.00 
608,900.00 
120,900.00 
$12,785,517.00 


Article  8. 

From: 

Library  Receipts 
County  Dog  Fund 
Federal  Revenue 

Sharing 
Article  40. 
Free  Cash 


Transfers 

To: 

Library  Use 
Library  Use 

Police  Dept. 

Assessors 


$  6,500.00 
2,400.00 

250,000.00 

350,000.00 
$608,900.00 


Article  10.  Acton-boxbo rough  Regional  School  Debt 

To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  approve  the  amount  of  debt  authorized  by  the  Acton-Boxborough  Regional 
School  District  to  acquire  for  school  purposes  the  so-called  Kazokas  property  consisting  of  approximately  1.75 
acres  located  at  43  Charter  Road,  Acton,  Massachusetts. 
Motion:  Lost 

Voted:    To  adjourn  at  10:45  p.m.  until  April  24,  1979  at  7:30  p.m. 
Article  1 1 .  Public  Ways 

Voted  unanimously:  To  accept  as  public  ways  the  following  streets  or  portions  thereof,  as  laid  out  by  the 
Board  of  Selectmen  according  to  plans  on  file  with  the  Town  Clerk,  and  authorize  the  Board  of  Selectmen 
to  take  fee  or  easement  in  said  streets  by  eminent  domain  or  otherwise,  including  the  easements  for 
drainage,  utility,  or  other  purposes  where  shown  on  said  plans  or  described  in  the  order  of  layout: 
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IN  CONCORD  ACTON  INDUSTRIAL  PARK 

A.  Knox  Trail  from  station  0  +  63.81  at  the  Concord  Town  Line  a  distance  of  2700.67  feet  in  a  generally 
northeasterly  direction  to  the  northerly  sideline  of  a  64.50  foot  radius  cul-de-sac,  including  the  cul-de-sac, 
this  being  the  entire  road  within  the  Town  of  Acton. 

IN  ARBORWOOD  HIGHLANDS  SUBDIVISION 

B.  Arborwood  Road  from  station  12  +  47.86  at  the  previous  limit  of  acceptance  a  distance  of  291 .92  feet  in 
a  westerly  direction  to  the  westerly  sideline  of  a  64.50  foot  radius  cul-de-sac,  including  the  dul-de-sac, 
this  being  the  entire  road  in  Arborwood  Highlands  Subdivision. 

IN  CENTRAL  ESTATES  SUBDIVISION 

C.  Lothrop  Road  from  station  0  +  0  at  the  previous  limit  of  acceptance  a  distance  of  798.84  feet  in  a 
southerly  direction  to  the  previous  limit  of  acceptance  at  Tuttle  Drive,  this  being  the  entire  length  of 
Lothrop  Road  in  Central  Estates  Subdivision. 

D.  Wayside  Lane  from  station  0  +  25.11  at  the  northwesterly  sideline  of  Lothrop  Road  a  distance  of  326.52 
feet  in  a  northwesterly  direction  to  the  northwesterly  sideline  of  a  62.50  foot  radius  cul-de-sac,  including 
the  cul  de-sac,  this  being  the  entire  road. 

IN  BRUCEWOOD  ESTATES  SECTION  IV 

E.  Brucewood  Road  from  the  westerly  sideline  of  Robinwood  Road  a  distance  of  786.54  feet  in  a  westerly 
direction  to  station  33  +  92.89,  this  being  all  of  Brucewood  in  Brucewood  Estates  Section  IV  Subdivision. 

F.  Sandalwood  from  the  northerly  sideline  of  Brucewood  Road,  a  distance  of  377.50  feet  in  a  northerly 
direction  to  the  northerly  sideline  of  a  62.50  foot  radius  cul-de-sac,  including  the  cul-de-sac,  this  being 
the  entire  road. 

IN  COLONIAL  ACRES  SUBDIVISION 

G.  Woodchester  Drive  from  the  westerly  sideline  of  Highland  Road  a  distance  of  1426.44  feet  in  an  easterly 
direction  to  the  westerly  sideline  of  Windemere  Drive,  this  being  the  entire  road. 

H.  Windemere  Drive  from  the  southerly  sideline  of  Woodchester  Drive  a  distance  of  1485.08  feet  in  a 
generally  southerly,  easterly,  then  northerly  direction  to  the  southerly  sideline  of  Gristmill  Road,  this  being 
the  entire  road. 

J.  Grist  Mill  Road  from  the  westerly  sideline  of  Duggan  Road  a  distance  of  1780.90  feet  in  a  westerly  direction 
to  the  easterly  sideline  of  Highland  Road,  this  being  the  entire  road. 

Article  12.  Drainage  Easement 

Voted:  That  the  Town  accept  an  easement  for  drainage  purposes  located  at  the  intersection  of  Main  Street 
and  Taylor  Road  and  described  in  a  deed  from  Power  Homes,  Inc.  to  the  Town  of  Acton. 

Article  13.  Abandonment  of  Street  Right  of  Way 

Voted  unanimously:  To  abandon  the  50-foot  wide  right  of  way  and  utility  easement  on  Lot  3  Eastern  Road 
originally  laid  out  by  the  Selectmen  in  1975  and  authorized  the  Board  of  Selectmen  under  G.L.  c.  40,  s.  15  to 
convey  the  Town's  interest  in  such  easement  for  such  sum  not  less  than  $1.00  as  the  Selectmen  deem 
appropriate. 

Article  14.  Alcoholic  Beverages  By-Law 

Voted:     To  amend  the  Town  By-Laws  to  provide  as  follows: 

"No  person  shall  drink,  or  possess  an  unsealed  container,  of  any  alcoholic  beverage  as  defined  in  Chapter  138, 
section  1  of  the  Massachusetts  General  Laws,  while  in  or  upon  any  public  way  or  any  way  which  the  public 
has  a  right  to  access,  whether  in  or  upon  a  vehicle,  or  on  foot,  or  while  in  or  upon  any  public  place  or 
public  building  or  playground,  or  while  in  or  upon  a  private  parking  lot,  or  a  private  way  to  which  the  public 
has  access  as  invitees  or  licensees,  or  in  or  upon  any  private  land  or  place  without  the  prior  consent  of  the 
owner  or  authorized  person  in  control  thereof.  A  police  officer  may  arrest  without  a  warrant  any  person  who 
commits  a  violation  of  this  bylaw  in  his  presence  and  may  seize  the  alcoholic  beverages,  which  shall  be  kept  by 
him  and  destroyed  upon  adjudication  or  returned  to  the  person  entitled  to  lawful  possession. 
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Article  15.  By-Law  Licensing  Solicitors 

Voted  unanimously:    To  adopt  the  following  addition  to  the  Town  Bylaws: 

A  BYLAW  REGULATING  AND  LICENSING  SOLICITORS  AND  CANVASSERS  SECTION  1  LICENSE 
REQUIRED.  It  shall  be  unlawful  for  any  solicitor  or  canvasser  as  defined  in  this  bylaw  to  engage  is  such 
business  with  in  the  Town  of  Acton  without  first  obtaining  a  license  therefor  in  compliance  with  the  provisions 
of  this  bylaw.  The  provisions  of  this  bylaw  shall  not  apply  to  any  person  engaged  in  the  soliciting  for 
charitable,  benevolent,  fraternal,  religious  or  political  activities,  nor  to  any  person  exempted  under  Chapter 
101  of  the  General  Laws,  nor  to  any  person  duly  licensed  under  Chapter  101  of  the  General  Laws,  nor  to  any 
person  exempted  by  any  other  General  Law,  nor  shall  this  bylaw  be  construed  to  prevent  route  salesmen  or 
other  persons  having  established  customers  to  whom  they  make  periodic  deliveries  from  calling  upon  such 
customers  or  from  making  calls  upon  prospective  customers  to  solicit  an  order  for  future  periodic  route 
deliveries. 

SECTION  2  -  DEFINITION.  A  solicitor  or  canvasser  is  defined  as  any  person  who,  for  himself,  or  for  another 
person,  firm  or  corporation,  travels  by  foot,  automobile  or  any  other  type  of  conveyance  from  place  to  place, 
from  house  to  house,  or  from  street  to  street,  taking  or  attempting  to  lease  or  to  take  orders  for  retail  sale  of 
goods,  wares,  merchandise,  or  services,  including  without  limitation,  the  selling  distributing,  exposing  for  sale 
or  soliciting  orders  for  magazines,  books,  periodicals  or  other  articles  of  a  commercial  nature,  the  contracting 
of  all  home  improvements,  or  for  services  to  be  performed  in  the  future  whether  or  not  such  individual  has, 
carries  or  exposes  for  retail  sale  a  sample  of  the  subject  of  such  sale  or  whether  he  is  collecting  advance 
payment  on  such  retail  sales. 

SECTION  3  -  APPLICATION.  Applicants  for  a  license  shall  file  with  the  Chief  of  Police,  on  a  form  issued  by 
the  Police  Department,  a  written  application  signed  under  the  penalties  of  perjury,  containing  the  following 
information: 

a)  Name  of  applicant 

b)  Address  of  applicant  (local  and  permanent  address) 

c)  Applicant's  height,  weight,  eye  and  hair  color 

d)  Applicant's  Social  Security  Number 

e)  The  length  of  time  for  which  the  right  to  do  business  is  desired 

f)  A  brief  description  of  the  nature  of  the  business  and  the  goods  to  be  sold. 

g)  The  name  and  home  office  address  of  the  applicant's  employer.  If  self-employed,  it  shall  so  state. 

h)  A  photograph  of  the  applicant  which  picture  shall  be  submitted  by  the  applicant  and  be  2"  x  2"  showing 
the  head  and  shoulders  of  the  applicant  in  a  clear  and  distinguishing  manner. 

i)  If  operating  a  motor  vehicle,  the  year,  make,  model,  motor  number,  registration  number,  State  of 
registration,  vehicle's  owner  and  address. 

At  the  time  of  filing  the  application,  each  applicant  shall  pay  a  fee  of  $10.00. 
SECTION  4  -  INVESTIGATION  AND  ISSUANCE 

1 .  Upon  receipt  of  the  application,  the  Chief  of  Police  shall  investigate  the  applicant's  reputation  to  determine 
from  prior  business  practices  if  he/she  is  a  suitable  person  to  be  licensed. 

2.  After  such  investigation  the  Chief  of  Police  shall  endorse  on  such  application  his  approval  or  disapproval. 
If  disapproved,  the  applicant  shall  have  the  right  of  appeal  to  the  Board  of  Selectmen. 

3.  Such  license  when  issued  shal  contain  the  signature  of  the  Chief  of  Police  or  the  Board  of  Selectmen  and 
shall  show  the  name,  address,  and  photograph  of  said  licensee,  the  date  of  issuance  and  the  length  of  time 
the  same  shall  be  operative,  as  well  as  the  license  number.  The  Police  Department  shall  keep  a 
a  record  of  all  licenses  issued  for  a  period  of  six  (6)  years.  Solicitors  and  canvassers  when  engaged  in  the 
business  of  soliciting  or  canvassing  are  required  to  display  an  identifying  badge  issued  by  the  Police 
Department,  by  wearing  said  badge  on  an  outer  garment.  Each  licensee  is  required  to  possess  an 
individual  license. 

SECTION  5  -  EXPIRATION  OF  LICENSE.  Each  license  issued  under  provisions  of  this  by-law  shall  be 
enforced  for  a  period  not  exceeding  60  days,  unless  sooner  revoked. 

SECTION  6  -  RENEWAL  OF  LICENSE.  A  license  issued  under  the  provisions  of  this  bylaw  may  be  renewed 
by  the  Chief  of  Police.  An  applicant  requesting  a  renewal  of  a  license  must  apply  in  person  for  such  license 
renewal,  and  provide  such  material  as  required  by  the  Chief  of  Police. 

SECTION  7  -  TRANSFER  OR  REVOCATION  OF  LICENSE.  No  license  shall  be  transferred.  The  Chief  of 
Police  may  revoke  a  license  for  any  violation  of  this  bylaw. 
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SECTION  8  -  MISREPRESENTATION. 

1.  No  solicitor  or  canvasser,  licensed  or  exempted  from  license,  may  misrepresent,  in  any  manner,  the 
buyer's  right  to  cancel  as  stipulated  by  Chapter  93,  93A  and  255D  of  the  General  Laws. 

2.  No  solicitor  or  canvasser,  licensed  or  exempted  from  license,  may  use  any  plan,  scheme  or  ruse  which 
misrepresents  the  true  status  or  mission  of  the  person  making  the  call  in  order  to  gain  admission  to  a 
prospective  buyer's  home,  office,  or  other  establishment  with  the  purpose  of  making  a  sale  of  consumer 
goods  or  services. 

SECTION  9  DUTY  OF  POLICE  TO  ENFORCE.  The  Police  Officers  of  the  Town  of  Acton  shall  enforce 
this  bylaw. 

SECTION  10  -  PENALTY.  Any  person  violating  any  provision  of  this  bylaw  shall,  upon  conviction  thereof, 
be  punished  by  a  fine  not  to  exceed  fifty  ($50.00)  dollars  for  each  and  every  offense.  Each  day  on  which  a 
person  solicits  without  a  license  shall  constitute  a  separate  offense. 

Article  16.  Lowell  RTA 

Voted:    To  join  the  Lowell  Regional  Transit  Authority. 
Article  17.  Resolution  About  MBTA 

To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  resolve  that  every  year  from  fiscal  1980  and  thereafter  the  Board  of  Selectmen 
place  an  article  before  the  annual  or  special  town  meeting  requiring  approval  or  disapproval  prior  to 
entering  into  a  yearly  operational  agreement/contract  with  the  Massachusetts  By  Transportation  Authority 
for  commuter  rail  service  from  Boston  to  South  Acton,  so  that  the  final  authority  for  renewing  the  MBTA 
contract  be  giving  to  town  meeting.  (Inserted  on  petition  of  31  citizens). 
Motion  lost. 

Voted:    To  adourn  at  11:00  P.M.  until  Thursday,  April  26,  1979  at  7:30  P.M. 
Article  18.  MBTA  Commuter  Service 

Voted  unanimously:    To  raise  and  appropriate  $20,000.00  to  pay  Acton's  share  of  the  cost  of  commuter  rail 

service  from  South  Acton  to  Boston  as  assessed  by  the  MBTA.  for  the  year  1978  and  calendar  year  1979. 

Voted:    To  adjourn  at  11 :00  P.M.  to  reconvene  Thursday,  April  26,  1979  at  7:30  P.M. 

Thursday,  April  26, 1979.  Moderator  called  the  meeting  to  order  at  7:30  P.M. 
Article  19.  Senior  Citizen's 

Voted  unanimously:    To  raise  and  appropriate  $5,200.00  to  provide  transportation  service  for  senior  citizens. 


While  the  Hatch  Shell  isn't  in  Acton,  Meta  Hobson  knows  the  music  that  emanates  from  it  belongs  as  much 
to  this  town  as  all  the  others  in  America. 
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Article  20.  Fire  Station  Study 

Voted  unanimously:  To  raise  and  appropriate  $3,000.00  to  be  expended  by  the  Town  Building  and  Land 
Acquisition  Committee  to  study  whether  the  Town  needs  an  additional  fire  station,  where  it  should  be  located, 
and  whether  the  Town  should  abandon  one  of  the  existing  stations. 

Article  21.  Cemetery  Building 

To  see  if  the  Town  will  raise  and  appropriate,  or  appropriate  from  available  funds,  the  sum  of  $5,000.00,  or 
any  other  sum,  to  be  expended  by  the  Permanent  Building  Committee,  for  architectural  or  engineering 
plans  for  a  building  at  the  Mt.  Hope  Cemetery,  or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 
Voted  unanimously:    To  take  no  action. 

Article  22.  Town  Hall  Renovation 

To  see  if  the  Town  will  raise  and  appropriate,  or  appropriate  from  available  funds,  a  sum  of  money  to  be 
expended  by  the  Permanent  Building  Committee,  for  architectural  and  engineering  plans  and  renovation  of 
the  basement  of  the  Town  Hall,  or  take  other  action  relative  thereto. 
Voted  unanimously:    To  take  no  action. 

Article  23.  Police  Dept.  Vehicles 

Voted  unanimously:  To  raise  and  appropriate  $23,600.00  to  be  expended  by  the  Town  Manager  for  the 
purchase  and  equipping  of  four  cruisers  for  the  Police  Department,  and  authorize  the  Town  Manager  to 
trade  in  four  of  the  present  Town  vehicles. 

Article  24.  Police  Station  Land 

Voted:    To  authorize  the  Board  of  Selectmen  to  purchase,  take  by  eminent  domain  or  otherwise  acquire 
for  future  expansion  of  the  police  station  and  appurtenant  driveways  and  parking  areas,  the  fee  or  any 
other  interest  in  all  or  part  of  the  land  owned  by  Malcolm  R.  and  Judith  B.  Dunn  and  located  on  Main 
Street,  said  land  being  more  particularly  described  as  follows: 
Beginning  at  the  southwesterly  corner  of  the  present  Police  Station  Lot;  thence, 

SOUTHERLY  by  a  protection  of  the  common  lot  line  between  lots  16  and  17  as  shown  on  a  plan  recorded 

in  Book  8785  page  end,  to  the  centerline  of  the  brook;  thence, 

EASTERLY  by  said  brook  to  land  of  Theodore  L.  and  Susan  B.  Freeman;  thence, 

NORTHERLY  by  land  of  said  Freeman's  and  land  of  Michael  N.  and  Priscilla  A.  Renanccio  to  a  point; 
thence, 

WESTERLY  by  Main  Street  to  the  existing  Police  Station  lot;  thence, 

SOUTHERLY  AND  WESTERLY  by  the  existing  Police  Station  lot  to  a  point  of  beginning,  containing 
about  4  acres  of  land  and  including  all  of  lots  14  and  15  as  shown  on  said  plan, 

and  appropriate  $32,900.00  for  such  acquisition;  and  to  raise  such  appropriation  to  authorize  the  Treasurer 
to  borrow  $32,900.00  for  such  acquisition;  and  to  raise  and  appropriate  $1,000.00  for  the  payment  of 
interest  on  such  borrowing. 
TOTAL  VOTE  -  61        Yes  -  60        No  -  1 
Article  25.  Fire  Engine  Recondition 

Voted  unanimously:  To  raise  and  appropriate  $44,000.00  to  be  expended  by  the  Town  Manager  to 
recondition  and  overhaul  Ladder  28  for  the  Fire  Department. 

Article  26.  Departmental  Equipment 

Voted:  To  raise  and  appropriate  $79,096.00  to  be  expended  by  the  Town  Manager  for  the  purchase  and 
equipping  of  Town  Vehicles  as  listed  below: 

2  vans  for  the  Engineering  and  Recreation  Department  $12,500.00 

1  half-ton  pick-up  truck  for  the  Board  of  Health  5,000.00 

1  three  quarter  ton  cab  and  chassis  for  the  Maintenance  Department.  The  present  body  will 

be  retained  5,000.00 

1  One  Ton  cab  and  chassis  for  the  recreation  department.  The  present  dump  body  will  be 

retained.  6,098.00 

1  F-600  one  and  one  half  ton  cab  and  chassis  for  the  tree  department.  The  current  body  will 

be  retained.  13,100.00 

1  F-600  one  and  one  half  ton  platform  dump  truck  for  the  Highway  Department.  14,700.00 

1  Standard  Sedan  for  the  Highway  Superintendent.  5,100.00 

1  F-700  5  ton  Catchbasin  cleaner  chassis  and  cab.  The  present  body  will  be  retained.  11,500.00 

1  One  ton  cab  and  chassis  for  the  Cemetery  Department.  The  present  body  will  be  retained   6,098.00 

$79,096.00 
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and  authorized  the  Town  Manager  to  trade  in  the  town's  engineering  van,  Board  of  Health  truck, 
Maintenance  Department  vehicle  #12,  Recreation  Department  truck,  tree  department  vehicle,  Highway 
Department  truck  #4,  the  Highway  Superintendent's  sedan,  and  the  catch  basin  chassis  and  cab,  the 
Cemetery  truck. 
Article  27.  McGloin  Gift 

Voted  unanimously:    That  the  Town  vote  to  thank  John  J.  and  Ann  T.  McGloin  for  a  gift  of  land  on  Conant 
Street  for  conservation  purposes. 
Article  28.  Moulton  Gift 

Voted  unanimously:  To  thank  David  C.  Moulton  for  two  gifts  of  land  in  the  Central  Estates  subdivision  for 
conservation  purposes. 

Article  29.  Backhoe 

Voted  unanimously:    to  raise  and  appropriate  $12,000.00  to  be  expended  by  the  Town  Manager  for  the 

purchase  of  a  used  backhoe. 
Article  30.  Landfill  Transfer  Station 

To  see  if  the  Town  will  raise  and  appropriate,  or  appropriate  from  available  funds  the  sum  of  $50,000.00, 

or  any  other  sum,  for  the  purpose  of  construction  and  preparation  of  a  landfill  and/or  transfer  station  in 

conjunction  with  the  Town's  proposed  solid  waste  disposal  systen,  or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

Voted  unanimously:    To  take  no  action. 
Article  3 1 .  Sidewalk  Construction 

Voted  unanimously:    To  raise  and  appropriate  $4,140.00  to  be  expended  by  the  Town  Manager  for 

construction  of  sidewalks. 
Article  32.  W.A.  Square 

Voted:    To  raise  and  appropriate  $9,000.00  to  be  expended  by  the  Town  Manager  for  reconstruction  of 

West  Acton  square. 
Article  33.  Fire  Station  Parking 

Voted:    To  raise  and  appropriate  $10,500.00  to  be  expended  by  the  Town  Manager  for  the  construction  and 

expansion  of  the  parking  area  behind  the  Center  fire  station. 

Total  Vote  -  129        Yes  -  75        No  -  54 
Article  34.  Concord  Ice  Co.  Land 

Voted  unanimously:    To  authorize  the  Selectmen  to  purchase,  take  by  eminent  domain  or  otherwise  acquire 

for  municipal  purposes  the  fee  in  all  or  a  part  of  a  parcel  of  land  located  at  120-125  Concord  Road,  now  or 

formerly  owned  by  the  Concord  Ice  Company,  shown  as  Parcel  027,  Plate  G-4  in  the  Town  Atlas  and  raise 

and  appropriate  $45,000.00  for  such  acquisition  and  expenses  incidental  thereto. 
Article  35.  Wetlands  Mapping 

Voted  unanimously:    To  raise  and  appropriate  $23,400.00  for  mapping  wetland  areas  in  the  Town. 
Article  36.  Conservation  Fund 

Voted:    To  raise  and  appropriate  $7,000.00  for  the  Conservation  Fund. 
Article  37.  Brushhog 

To  see  if  the  Town  will  raise  and  appropriate,  or  appropriate  from  available  funds,  the  sum  of  $1,000.00,  or 
any  other  sum,  for  additional  funds  for  the  purchase  of  a  Brush  Hog  for  conservation  purposes,  or  take 
any  other  action  relative  thereto. 
Voted  Unanimously:    To  take  no  action. 
Article  38.  Averett  Conservation  Land 

Voted:  To  authorize  the  Conversation  Commission  to  purchase  or  otherwise  acquire,  and  authorize  the 
Selectmen  to  take  by  eminent  domain  upon  the  written  request  of  the  Conservation  Commission,  for 
conservation  purposes  including  outdoor  recreation  as  provided  by  G.L.  c.  40,  s8c,  the  fee  or  any  other  interest 
in  all  or  a  part  of  a  parcel  of  land  located  to  the  rear  of  95  Parker  Street  now  or  formerly  owned  by  Frank  L. 
and  Zilah  Averett  shown  as  Parcel  2  on  Plate  1-3  in  the  Town  Atlas  containing  31  acres  more  or  less  and  Parcel 
237  on  Plate  H-3  in  the  Town  Atlas  containing  25  acres  more  or  less;  and  appropriate  $88,000.00  for  such 
acquisition  and  for  expenses  incidental  thereto;  and  to  raise  such  appropriation  to  authorize  the  Treasurer 
with  the  approval  of  the  Selectmen  to  borrow  $88,000.00  for  such  purposes;  and  raise  and  appropriate 
$2,700.00  for  the  payment  of  interest  on  such  borrowing;  and  authorize  the  Conservation  Commission  to 
contract  for  reimbursement  from  the  Commonwealth  under  G.L.  c.  132A,  si  1 . 
Total  Vote  -85        Yes  -  75        No  -  10 
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Article  39.  Tax  Anticipation  Borrowing 

Voted  unanimously:  To  authorize  the  Town  Treasurer,  with  the  approval  of  the  Selectmen,  to  borrow 
money  from  time  to  time  in  anticipation  of  the  revenue  of  the  financial  year  beginning  July  1,  1979,  in 
accordance  with  the  provisions  of  General  Laws,  Chapter  44,  Section  4,  and  to  issue  a  note  or  notes  therefor, 
payable  within  one  year,  and  to  renew  any  note  or  notes  as  may  be  given  for  a  period  of  less  than  one  year 
in  accordance  with  G.L.  Chapter  44,  Section  17. 
Article  40.  Free  Cash  Transfer 

Voted  unanimously:  To  transfer  $350,000.00  from  free  cash  to  be  used  by  the  Assessors  in  establishing  the 
tax  rate  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1980. 

Voted  unanimously:    To  not  use  any  portion  of  the  remaining  Town's  free  cash  for  the  purpose  of  reducing 
the  tax  rate  for  the  fiscal  year  endingjune  30,  1980. 
Article  4 1 .  Reserve  Fund 

Voted  unanimously:  To  raise  and  appropriate  $85,000.00  for  a  reserve  fund  pursuant  to  G.L.  c.  40,  s6. 
Article  42.  Unpaid  Bills 

To  see  if  the  Town  will  raise  and  appropriate,  or  appropriate  from  available  funds,  a  sum  of  money  to  pay 
unpaid  bills  of  previous  fiscal  years,  or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 
Voted  unanimously:    To  take  no  action. 
Voted:    To  adjourn  at  10:31  P.M. 

The  following  persons  served  as  tellers  at  the  above  meetings:  Elsa  Collings,  Joan  Gates,  Jennora  Grieman, 
Roger  Huebsch,  Sue  Huebsch,  Charles  Kadlac,  Theron  Lowden,  Marion  Maxwell,  William  Maxwell, 
Beatrice  Perkins,  Ricard  Phillips,  Patricia  Pierson,  Regina  Poppert,  Pamela  Resor,  Jean  Schmelzer, 
John  Schmelzer,  William  Smith,  Nancy  vo  der  Linden,  Barbara  Woodward. 

A  True  Copy,  Attest: 
Lydia  R.  Lesure 
Town  Clerk 


Abstract  Of  The  Proceedings  Of  The 
Special  Town  Meeting  Held  April  25,  1979 

Moderator  called  the  meeting  to  order  at  7:30  P.M. 
Article  1.  Independent  Audit 

Voted  unanimously:    To  appropriate  $12,000.00  from  available  funds  to  have  an  independent  audit  made 
in  accordance  with  generally  accepted  auditing  standards. 
Article  2.  Annual  Town  Meeting  Date 

Voted  unanimously:    To  amend  Article  1 ,  Section  2  of  the  Town  Bylaw  to  read  as  follows: 
"Section  2.  All  business  of  the  annual  meeting,  except  the  election  of  such  officers  and  the  determination  of 
such  meetings  as  by  law  are  required  to  be  determined  at  such  meeting,  shall  be  considered  at  an  adjournment 
thereof,  which  adjournment  shall  be  held  on  the  first  Tuesday  in  April  following  the  town  election,  at  such 
hour  as  decided  by  the  Board  of  Selectmen." 
Article  3.  Pedestrian  Safety  Program 

Voted:    To  appropriate  $3,158.00  from  available  funds  to  be  expended  by  the  Police  Department  for 
audio-visual  aid  equipment  for  a  pedestrian  safety  program  and  authorize  the  Town  to  apply  for 
reimbursement  for  such  expenditures. 
Article  4.  PND  By-Law 

Motion:    To  amend  the  Zoning  By-Law,  Town  of  Acton,  Massachusetts,  as  follows: 
(A)  Amend  Section  II,  Definitions,  by  adding  several  new  definitions: 

"W.2.  Neighborhood  Space:  For  purposes  of  section  XII  (Planned  Neighborhood  Development), 
neighborhood  space  includes  all  land  used  for  park,  recreational,  conservation  and  agricultural  uses; 
all  land  used  for  municipal,  religious,  historical,  educational  or  community  uses  approved  by  the  Planning 
Board;  all  land  classified  as  fresh  water  wetland  under  G.L.  c.  131,  s.40,  and  all  flood  plain  land  as 
defined  by  this  by-law,  whether  or  not  included  within  a  building  lot;  and  all  other  open  space  not 
included  within  a  building  lot.  Neighborhood  space  shall  not  include  streets. 

Z.2.  Planned  Neighborhood  Development:  A  method  for  the  development  of  land  which  provides 
for  mixed  uses  and  in  shich  the  lots  are  not  subject  to  the  dimensional  regulations  contained  in  section 
VI  of  this  by-law." 


101 


(B)  Amend  Section  III,  Districts,  by  adding  to  III.  A,  Type  of  Districts,  a  new  category: 
"6.  Planned  Neighborhood  Development  District  (PND) 

A  PND  district  is  an  overlay  district.  Land  included  within  a  PND  district  shall  be  subject  to  all 
requirements  of  this  by  law  applicable  to  the  underlying  district  if  a  PND  special  permit  is  not  obtained." 

(C)  Amend  Section  III,  Districts,  by  adding  to  III.C.2.  under  District  Boundaries,  so  that  the  next  to  the 
last  sentence  reads: 

"For  the  purpose  of  this  rule  any  district  in  the  following  list  is  less  restricted  than  districts  preceding  it 
in  the  list;  all  R  districts,  ARC,  VCB,  B  1-2,  1-1 ,  PND." 

(D)  Amend  Section  IV,  Use  Regulations,  by  adding  another  category: 
"I.  Planned  Neighborhood  Development  District  (PND): 

1 .  The  following  uses  may  be  permitted  in  a  planned  neighborhood  development  district  (PND)  by 
a  special  permit  from  the  Planning  Board: 

a.  a  single  family  dwelling; 

b.  accessory  uses  of  a  single  family  dwelling  by  a  resident  thereof  including,  but  not  limited  to: 

(1)  garages,  toolsheds,  greenhouses,  gardens,  tennis  courts  and  swimming  pools; 

(2)  a  workshop  or  studio  for  a  handicraft  worker  or  artist,  provided,  however,  that  no  persons  other 
than  the  residents  are  employed  on  the  premises  in  connection  with  these  uses; 

c.  multi-family  dwellings  containing  a  maximum  of  6  dwelling  units; 

d.  all  uses  permitted  in  Section  IV.D.l.a,  b,  c,  d,  e,  f  and  g,  but  only  in  those  areas  so  designated 
on  the  PND  plan; 

e.  all  uses  permitted  in  Section  IV. G.  1  .a,  b  and  c; 

recreational  uses  including,  but  not  limited  to,  tennis,  swimming,  skiing,  playgrounds,  parks  and 
golf  courses; 

g.  municipal,  religious,  historical  or  educational  uses;  and  approved  central  sewage  treatment 
facilities." 

(E)  Amend  Section  VI,  Dimensional  and  Development  Regulations,  by  adding  to  VI. A,  Dimensional 
Regulation  Schedule,  an  additional  entry: 

"PND  All  Permitted  uses  See  Section  XII" 

(F)  Amend  Section  VII,  Off-Street  Parking  and  Loading  Requirements,  by  adding  to  the  title  of  VII. C.  so 
that  it  reads  as  follows: 

"C.  Requirements  Applicable  to  B,  VCB,  1-1  1-2,  ARC  and  PND  Districts:" 

(G)  Amend  Section  VIII,  Site  Plan  Approval,  by  adding  to  VIII. A.  the  words  "Except  for  those  buildings, 
structures  and  uses  covered  by  a  PND  special  permit,"  so  that  the  first  sentence  reads: 

"Except  for  those  buildings,  structures  and  uses  covered  by  a  PND  special  permit,  no  business  or 
industrial  building  and  no  building  containing  more  than  4  multiple-dwelling  units  shall  hereafter  be 
erected  or  externally  enlarged,  and  no  business,  industrial,  or  multiple-dwelling  use  shall  hereafter 
be  expended  in  groung  area  except  in  conformity  with  a  special  permit  from  the  Board  of  Selectmen 
approving  a  site  plan  for  the  lot." 

(H)  Amend  Section  XII,  Administration,  to  become  Section  XIII;  amend  Section  XIII,  General  Provisions, 
to  become  Section  XIV  and  amend  references  to  these  sections  as  needed. 

(I)  Amend  the  Zoning  By-Law  by  adding  a  new  section  XII,  Planned  Neighborhood  Development  (PND) 
which  reads  as  follows: 

"XII.  PLANNED  NEIGHBORHOOD  DEVELOPMENT  (PND) 
A.  Purposes  of  PND: 

The  Planning  Board  may  grant  a  special  permit  in  compliance  with  section  IX,  Special  Permits, 
and  this  section  to  provide  for  the  utilization  of  land  in  a  PND  district  to  fulfill  the  purposes  of 
Section  I  and  the  following  purposes: 

1.  the  conservation  of  environmental  features,  natural  resources,  agricultural  land  and  areas  of 
scenic  beauty; 

2.  the  preservation  of  sites  and  structures  of  historic  importance; 

3.  the  preservation  of  significant  open  space; 

4.  the  creation  of  efficient  systems  of  streets  and  utilities; 

5.  the  encouragement  of  innovative  planning  and  architectural  designs;  and 

6.  the  creation  of  a  community. 
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B.  Dimensional  and  Development  Regulations  for  PND: 

1.  A  PND  shall  contain  at  least  100  contiguous  acres  of  land  in  a  single  ownership,  undivided 
by  preexisting  public  way  or  railroad  right  of  way. 

2.  Dwelling  Unit  Density: 

a.  The  maximum  number  of  dwelling  units  which  may  be  erected  shall  be  determined  in 
accord  with  the  following  formula: 

D  =  K  (A-W) 

D  =  maximum  number  of  dwelling  units 
K  =  density  factor 

A  =  total  number  of  acres  in  the  tract 

W  =  number  of  acres  in  the  tract  which  is  fresh  water  wetland  as  defined  by  G.L.  c.  131 , 
s.  40,  or  flood  plain  land  as  defined  by  this  by-law . 

b.  The  density  factor  (K)  shall  be  valued  approved  by  the  Planning  Board  within  a  range  of 
0.5  to  1 .75  based  on  an  evaluation  of  the  following: 

(1)  the  extent  to  which  the  plan  fulfills  the  purposes  of  section  XII ; 

(2)  the  nature,  size  and  distribution  of  the  wetland  and  flood  plain  within  the  tract; 

(3)  the  suitability  of  the  soils  and  topography  for  the  proposed  use;  and 

(4)  the  extent  to  which  the  plan  provides  to  feeder  streets,  major  collector  streets  or  state 
highways. 

3.  Business  uses  as  defined  in  section  IV.I.l.d.  may  be  permitted  in  the  PND,  provided  that  the 
total  building  area  dedicated  to  business  uses  shall  not  exceed  a  ratio  of  one  square  foot  of 
gross  floor  area  to  10  square  feet  of  dwelling  unit  area.  For  the  purpose  of  this  ratio  dwelling 
unit  area  shall  mean  the  total  floor  area,  including  basement,  of  dwelling  units  which  is 
designated  for  occupancy  and  use;  it  shall  not  include  garages,  porches  and  decks. 

4.  Neighborhood  Space: 

a.  At  least  70%  of  the  total  tract  area  shall  be  used  for  neighborhood  space,  provided  no 
than  50%  of  the  neighborhood  space  within  the  tract  shall  be  fresh  water  wetlands,  as 
defined  in  G.L.  c.  131,  s.  40,  or  flood  plain  land,  as  defined  in  this  by-law. 

b.  All  land  devoted  to  neighborhood  space  shall  have  a  shape,  dimension,  character  and 
location  suitable  for  its  designated  use,  as  determined  by  the  Planning  Board.  The 
Planning  Board  may  permit  neighborhood  space  to  be  used  for  subsurface  waste  disposal 
from  the  central  sewage  treatment  system  if  it  finds  that  such  use  would  not  be  detrimental 
to  the  character  or  the  quality  of  the  neighborhood  space. 

c.  The  permanent  use  of  neighborhood  space  for  its  designated  purposes  shall  be  assured 
by  one  of  the  methods  described  in  G.L.  c  40A,  s.  9,  or  another  method  satisfactory  to  the 
Planning  Board. 

d.  changes  in  the  location  of  streets  or  other  public  facilities. 

e.  changes  in  the  ownership,  management,  or  use  of  neighborhood  space,  provided  that  the 
acquisition  of  ownership  or  control  of  any  neighborhood  space  by  the  town  shall  not 
require  a  new  special  permit. 


Chrissy  O'Neill's  view  of  Town  Meeting  points  out  that  every  citizen  is  a  member  of  the  board  of  directors 
for  the  town. 
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5.  Multi-Family  Dwelling  Requirements: 

a.  No  multi-family  dwelling  shall  contain  more  than  6  dwelling  units. 

b.  The  average  number  of  bedrooms  per  dwelling  unit  in  a  multi-family  dwelling  shall  not 
exceed  2.5  bedrooms  per  dwelling  unit. 

c.  No  more  than  30%  of  the  dwelling  units  in  the  PND  may  be  multi-family  dwellings. 

6.  Dimensional  Standards: 

a.  The  minimum  lot  area,  minimum  frontage,  minimum  access  width,  minimum  setback 
from  lot  lines,  maximum  height  and  maximum  lot  coverage  requirements  for  every 
building,  structure  and  use  in  the  PND  plan  shall  be  approved  by  the  Planning  Board  as 
part  of  the  special  permit.  In  approving  such  dimensional  requirements,  the  Planning 
Board  shall  be  guided  by  the  requirements  of  this  by-law  applicable  to  come  parable  uses 
in  the  underlying  district  but  may  vary  such  requirements  to  fulfill  the  purposes  of 
section  XII. 

b.  Minimum  setback  of  all  buildings,  structures  and  parking  or  loading  areas  within  the 
PND  from  adjacent  zoning  districts,  or  from  adjacent  street  lines  where  the  PND  is 
bounded  by  a  street,  shall  be  50  feet.  The  setback  shall  contain  appropriate  fencing, 
landscapping  or  other  buffers  to  provide  shielding. 

7.  Off-Street  Parking  and  Loading  Requirements: 

a.  Off-street  parking  and  loading  requirements  shall  be  those  provided  in  section  VII.  for 
comparable  use  unless  otherwise  approved  by  the  Planning  Board. 

b.  No  lot  providing  for  residential  parking  shall  contain  more  than  12  parking  spaces,  unless 
otherwise  approved  by  the  Planning  Board. 

c.  The  visual  impact  of  parking  areas  shall  be  minimized  by  the  use  of  a  landscaped  buffer, 
berms,  underground  parking  or  other  suitable  means. 

8.  A  central  sewage  treatment  system  shall  be  provided  in  a  PND . 

9.  Signs: 

a.  Signs  for  single  family  dwellings,  including  their  accessory  uses,  and  multi-family 
dwellings  shall  be  subject  to  the  regulations  in  section  XI  applicable  in  residential  districts. 

b.  Signs  for  all  other  uses  shall  be  subject  to  the  regulations  in  section  XI  applicable  in  the 
general  business  district. 

10.  If  the  PND  is  to  be  developed  in  phases  each  phase  after  the  first  must  be  constructed 
contiguous  and  adjacent  to  a  preceding  phase  or  phases.  Phases  separate  by  streets  or  ways 
shall  be  considered  contiguous.  Each  phase  must  meet  the  requirements  of  this  section  as 
a  separate  phase,  although  the  Planning  Board  may  allow  a  deviation  of  10%  from  the 
allocated  amount  of  neighborhood  space  or  other  uses  if  that  deviation  is  fully  restored 
in  the  next  to  be  constructed. 

C.  Standard  for  Granting  the  PND  Special  Permit: 

1 .  No  special  permit  for  a  PND  shall  be  granted  unless  all  of  the  following  criteria  are  met: 

a.  the  requirements  of  section  IX. B.  are  satisfied; 

b.  the  requirements  of  this  section  XII .  are  satisfied; 

c.  the  land  is  shown  on  a  definitive  subdivision  plan  which  has  been  approved  by  the 
Planning  Board,  may  grant  a  special  permit  conditional  on  such  approval; 

d.  The  Planning  Board  finds  that  the  implementation  of  the  plan  is  financially  feasible;  and 

e.  The  Planning  Board  finds  that  the  plan  is  designed  and  will  be  developed  by  professionally 
capable  persons. 

D.  Procedure: 

1.  Applicants  for  a  PND  special  permit  shall  submit  the  following  items  to  the  Planning  Board: 
a.  an  application  form; 

the  original  and  10  copies  of  a  plan  designated  as  the  PND  plan,  designed  to  the  standards 
of  a  definitive  subdivision  plan  as  described  in  the  Town  of  Acton,  Massachusetts, 
Subdivision  Rules  and  Regulations.  In  addition  the  plan  shall  show: 
(1)  all  present  and  proposed  buildings,  structures;  driveways,  service  areas,  parking  and 
loading  areas;  walk  ways,  bike  paths  and  bridle  paths;  facilities  for  sewage,  refuse  and 
other  waste  disposal;  landscape  features;  signs  and  lighting; 
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(2)  land  designated  according  to  proposed  use; 

(3)  dimensions  for  all  lots; 

(4)  the  location  of  each  development  phase  if  the  PND  will  be  developed  in  phases. 

The  applicant  shall  file  a  copy  of  the  plan  and  of  the  application  form  with  the  Town 
Clerk. 

c.  a  transparent  overlay  of  the  plan  showing  soil  types,  fresh  water  wetlands  and  the  flood 
plain  district  land; 

d.  calculations  showing  the  total  area  of  the  PND  tract,  the  neighborhood  space,  the 
wetlands  and  the  flood  plain  district  land,  dwelling  unit  area  and  the  gross  floor  area 
devoted  to  business  uses;  the  number  of  single  family  dwelling  units  and  multi-family 
dwelling  units;  the  number  of  bedrooms  in  each  multi-family  dwelling;  and  the 
anticipated  number  of  cars  and  residents  in  the  PND; 

e.  a  plan  and  an  elevation  for  each  building  type  proposed  to  be  built; 

f.  a  plan  and  an  elevation  for  typical  landscaping  around  buildings,  structures,  parking 
areas  and  in  the  50  foot  setback; 

g.  evidence  that  the  applicant  is  the  owner  of  the  PND  tract  or  will  be  the  owner  prior  to  the 
granting  of  the  PND  special  permit; 

h.  evidence  that  the  PND  tract  is  in  a  PND  district; 

i.  a  statement  setting  forth  a  specific  plan  for  the  ownership  and  management  of  all 
neighborhood  space  and  appurtenant  buildings  and  structures,  roadways,  parking  and 
loading  areas,  drainage  facilities,  the  central  sewage  treatment  system,  waste  disposal 
facilities,  utilities  and  easements; 

j.  a  statement  of  all  applicable  federal,  state  and  local  permits,  variances,  etc.,  required  and 

the  procedures  the  applicant  is  using  to  secure  them; 
k.  a  statement  proposed  financing  of  the  PND  development.  The  Planning  Board  may 

require  additional  documentation  to  determine  the  financial  feasibility  of  the  project; 
1.  a  statement  setting  forth  the  training  and  experience  of  the  applicant,  and  any  associates, 

professional  advisors  and  contractors  who  will  be  associated  with  him  in  the  development 

and  management  of  the  PND  development; 
m.  aschedule  for  the  beginning  and  completion  of  each  and  the  buildings  and  improvements 

to  be  done  in  each  phase,  if  the  PND  will  be  developed  in  phases; 
n .  other  data,  information ,  documents,  etc. ,  as  may  be  required  by  the  Planning  Board; 
o.  a  list  of  parties  in  interest  signed  by  the  Board  of  Assessors  or  its  authorized  representative; 

and 

p.  a  non-refundable  fee  set  at  the  rate  of  $1,000.00  plus  $25.00/acre,  to  be  used  by  the 
Planning  Board  for  expenses  of  legal  advertising  and  of  design  review,  engineering,  and 
technical  assistance. 

2.  An  applicant  may  request  that  the  Planning  Board  extend  the  time  for  consideration  of  the 
plan  after  the  public  hearing.  If  the  Planning  Board  agrees  to  the  extension,  the  agreement 
must  be  filed  with  the  Town  Clerk. 

3.  The  grant  of  a  special  permit  under  this  section  shall  not  constitute  approval  under  G.L.  c.  41. 
However,  it  is  intended  that  the  special  permit  process  and  the  subdivision  process  will  be 
carried  on  simultaneously,  if  possible. 

Changes  and  Additions  to  the  Plan: 

The  original  applicant  or  any  other  person  who  owns  land  within  the  PND  district  may  apply 

for  a  special  permit  for  a  revision  or  addition  to  the  PND  plan. 
2.  A  special  permit  for  a  revision  of  or  addition  to  the  PND  plan  will  be  required  if  any  of  the 

following  is  proposed: 

a.  the  construction  or  erection  of  any  building  or  structure  not  shown  on  the  original  plan, 
except  the  construction  of  single  family  dwelling  on  a  lot  previously  approved  for  such 
use,  or  the  construction  of  an  addition  to  a  single  family  dwelling. 

b.  a  change  in  the  nature  of  the  use  of  a  nonresidential  building  or  structure,  provided  a 
change  in  ownership  not  involving  a  change  in  the  nature  of  the  use  shall  not  require  a 
revision  of  the  PND  plan. 

c.  changes  in  previously  approved  lot  dimensions  or  building  locations. 
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3.  All  the  provisions  of  this  section  with  respect  to  an  application  for  an  original  special  permit 
shall  apply  to  an  application  for  a  revision  or  addition  to  the  special  permit,  except  all  plans 
and  documents  need  show  only  the  land  or  use  affected  by  the  revision  or  addition  and  the 
fee  shall  be  $50.00." 
Motion  lost. 

Article  5.  Zoning  By-Law;  Off-Street  Parking 

Voted  unanimously:    To  amend  the  Zoning  By-Law,  Town  of  Acton,  Massachusetts,  as  follows: 

Amend  Section  VII,  Off-Street  Parking  and  Loading  requirements,  by  adding  to  VII. C. 3.  "with  a  bituminous 

concrete  surface"  after  "paved  so  that  the  sentence  reads: 

"All  required  off-street  parking  and  loading  bay  spaces,  including  traffic  lanes  and  maneuvering  space 
therefor,  as  well  as  driveways,  shall  be  paved  with  a  bituminous  concrete  or  concrete  surface,  shall  (except 
in  a  VCB  district)  be  located  entirely  on  the  same  lot  as  and  within  a  reasonable  distance  of  the  principal  use 
they  are  designated  to  serve,  and  shall  be  cleaned,  plowed  and  maintained  in  good  condition  at  all  times  by 
the  owner  or  occupant  thereof  as  the  responsibility  between  them  shall  have  been  determined." 
Article  6.  Prison  Resolution 

Voted:    To  accept  the  following  Resolution: 

"Resolved,  that  the  residents  of  the  Town  of  Acton  are  opposed  to  the  construction  of  a  maximum  security 
corrections  facility,  and  the  the  construction  of  any  corrections  facility  in  the  Town  of  Acton  or  Concord, 
and  that  our  Senator  and  Representative  in  the  General  Court  be  instructed  to  defeat  any  effort  to 
appropriate  funds  for  the  purpose,  and  further  that  a  certified  copy  of  this  resolution  and  vote  thereon  be 
transmitted  to  the  Corrections  Commissioner,  the  Senator  and  the  State  Representative." 

Article  7.  Amendment  of  Minuteman  Regional  Vocational  Technical  School  District  Agreement 

Voted  unanimously:  To  accept  an  amendment  to  the  agreement  establishing  the  Minuteman  Regional 
Vocational  Technical  School  District  ("Minuteman")  as  proposed  by  vote  of  the  Minuteman  School 
Committee  by  vote  adopted  on  February  20,  1979.  The  amendment  provides  for  the  admission  of  new 
member  towns  generally  and  the  Town  of  Bolton,  Dover,  Lancaster  and  Needham  specifically.  The 
amendment  specifies  (a)  that  any  new  member  town  will  have  one  member  of  the  School  Committee  appointed 
by  the  Moderator  of  the  town  for  a  three  year  term,  or  for  a  shorter  initial  term  in  order  to  retain 
symmetry  of  terms  on  the  Minuteman  School  Committee  as  whole;  (b)  that  for  the  first  year  of  its  membership 
a  new  member  town  will  contribute  as  its  entire  share  of  the  operating  costs  and  capital  of  Minuteman  for 
such  year  an  amount  equal  to  what  it  would  pay  if  the  students  from  the  new  town  enrolled  in  Minuteman 
were  tuition  students,  and  the  new  member  town  will  also  be  responsible  for  all  the  transportation  costs  of 
these  students.  After  its  first  year  of  membership  a  new  town  will  pay  its  share  of  operating  costs  and  capital 
costs  apportioned  in  accordance  with  Section  IV  of  the  agreement,  except  that  such  new  member  town  shall 
not  pay  any  capital  costs  in  accordance  with  said  Section  IV  on  account  of  debt  service  on  Minuteman's  bonds 
dated  March  1,  1973  and  March  1,  1974,  but  in  lieu  thereof  and  as  partial  reimbursement  to  the  members  of 
Minuteman  for  their  payments  of  capital  costs  on  Minuteman's  original  school  building,  each  new  member 
town  will  pay  to  Minuteman  for  a  period  of  ten  years,  commencing  with  the  second  year  of  the  new  town's 
membership  and  ending  on  the  eleventh  year  of  such  membership,  an  annual  surcharge  of  $400.00  per  pupil 
enrolled  on  October  1st  of  the  prior  year;  (c)  that  the  effective  date  for  the  admission  of  a  new  member  town 
will  be  July  1st  following  its  acceptance  of  the  amended  Minuteman  agreement  and  the  acceptance  by  each  of 
the  existing  member  towns  of  the  amendment  admitting  the  new  town.  The  amendment  provides  further 
for  the  admission  of  such  of  the  Towns  of  Bolton,  Dover,  Lancaster  and  Needham  as  accept  and  for  their 
admission  not  earlier  than  July  1,  1980,  in  accordance  with  the  Muniteman  agreement  amended  and  as 
proposed  to  be  amended,  as  described  in  this  Article,  are  available  for  inspection  at  the  office  of  the  town  clerk. 

Article  8.  Street  Construction  Transfer 

Voted  unanimously:    To  transfer  and  appropriate  the  sum  of  $77,282.84  from  reserved  chapter  765  receipts 
to  be  expended  for  secondary  road  maintenance. 
Voted  unanimously:    To  adourn  at  10:38  P.M. 
The  following  persons  served  as  tellers  at  this  meeting: 

Katherine  Arnold,  Bridie  Connors,  Irene  McLaughlin,  Mona  Melymuka,  Joan  Nelson. 

A  true  copy,  Attest: 
Lydia  R.  Lesure 
Town  Clerk 
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Abstract  Of  The  Proceedings  Of  The 
Special  Town  Meeting  Held  October  9,  1979 

Moderator  called  the  meeting  to  order  at  7:30  P.M. 
Article  1. 

To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  accept  G.L.  c.  44,  Section  53D  and  to  establish  a  revolving  fund  for  use  by  the 
Recreation  Department,  or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

Voted:  To  accept  the  provisions  of  G.L.  c.  44,  s53D  and  establish  a  revolving  fund  for  the  Recreation 
Department. 


To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  appropriate  from  available  funds  to  Budget  Line  Item  78,  Board  of  Health 
Expenses,  the  sum  of  $3,000.00,  or  any  other  sum  to  fund  the  additional  nursing  coverage  now  required  by 
law  and  other  incidental  expenses,  or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 
Voted:     to  appropriate  $3,000.00  from  available  funds  for  additional  nursing  services. 
Yes    100        No    1        Total  Vote  101 
Article  3. 

To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  appropriate  from  available  funds  a  sum  of  money  to  be  used  for  a  town-wide 
hydrogeological  study  and  to  authorize  the  Town  Manager  to  apply  for  a  grant  for  such  purposes  from  the 
United  States  Government  under  the  provisions  of  Public  Law  92-500,  Dederal  Water  Pollution  Control  Act 
Amendment  of  1972,  or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

Voted  unanimously:  To  appropriate  $20,000.00  from  available  funds  for  a  hydrogeological  study  and 
authorize  the  Town  Manager  to  apply  for  a  grant  for  such  purposes  from  the  United  States  Government. 


To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  purchase  or  otherwise  acquire,  for  conservation  or  other  municipal  purposes, 
the  fee,  or  any  other  interest,  in  all  or  part  of  a  parcel  of  land  located  to  the  rear  of  207-237  Nagog  Hill  Road, 
now  or  formerly  owned  by  ThomasJ.  and  Hilda  M.  Quin,  Shown  as  Parcel  13  on  Plate  D-4  of  the  Town  Atlas, 
containing  81  acres  more  or  less,  and  Parcel  6  on  Plate  D-4  of  the  Town  Atlas,  containing  25  acres  more  or 
less;  to  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  therefor  and  for  expenses  incidental  thereto;  to  determine  whether  such 
appropriation  shall  be  raised  by  borrowing  or  otherwise;  or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 
Voted:  To  purchase  for  conservation  purposes,  the  land  and  buildings  thereon,  owned  by  ThomasJ.  and 
Wilda  M.  Quin,  and  offered  to  the  Town  under  G.L.  c.  61A,  sl4,  said  land  being  on  the  easterly  side  of 
Nagog  Hill  Road  and  containing  approximately  106  acres  and  being  more  fully  described  in  a  deed  recorded 
in  Middlesex  South  Registry  Book  7124,  Page  428;  and  appropriate  the  sum  of  $165,000.00  for  such 
purchase  and  for  expenses  incidental  thereto  and  authorize  the  Treasurer  with  the  approval  of  the  Selectmen 


Article  2. 


Article  4. 


While  Snoopy  hasn't  attended  Town  Meeting  in  Acton,  perhaps  Beth  Willson  remembers  when  the  leash 
law  article  filled  the  auditorium  a  few  years  back. 
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to  borrow  $165,000.00  for  such  purposes;  and  appropriate  $5,000.00  from  free  cash  for  the  payment  of 
interest  on  such  borrowing  in  fiscal  year  1979-1980;  and  authorize  the  Selectmen  and  Town  Manager  to 
take  all  actions  necessary  to  effectuate  such  purchase;  and  authorize  the  Conservation  Commission  to 
contract  for  any  reimbursement  available  for  such  purpose  from  the  Commonwealth  under  G.L.  c.  132A. 
Yes    100        No    2       Total  Vote  102 
Article  5. 

To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  approve  the  budget  and  appropriations  voted  at  the  annual  town  meeting, 
which  exceed  the  limits  imposed  by  St.  1979,  c.  151,  to  approve  the  tax  levy  resulting  from  said  budget 
and  appropriation  votes,  which  exceed  the  limit  imposed  by  St.  1979,  c.  151  and  to  approve  the  use  of 
$350,000.00  of  free  cash  to  reduce  the  tax  levy  and  retention  of  the  remainder,  all  as  voted  at  the  annual 
town  meeting,  or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

Voted  unanimously:    To  approve  the  tax  levy  for  fiscal  year  1979-1980  and  approve  an  increase  in  the  tax 
levy  limit  imposed  by  St.  1979,  c.  151  by  $250,000.00. 
Article  6. 

To  see  if  the  Town  will  transfer  from  Budget  Line  Item  73,  Secondary  Roads  expenses,  the  sum  of  $5,155.00 
to  pay  an  unpaid  bill  of  a  prior  period,  or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 
Voted  unanimously:     To  take  no  action. 
Article  7. 

To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  accept  the  following  resolution,  or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 
"Resolved,  that  the  residents  of  the  Town  of  Acton  are  opposed  to  the  disposal  by  commercial  firms  of 
hazardous  wastes  in  Acton,  such  wastes  to  include  without  limitation  all  wastes  listed  in  Regulation  4  of  the 
Massachusetts  Hazardous  Waste  Regulations,  and  therefore  that  our  Senator  and  Representatives  in  the 
General  Court,  and  our  Board  of  Selectmen,  Board  of  Health,  Water  District  Commissioners  and 
Commissioners  and  Commissioner  of  the  Department  of  Environmental  Quality  Engineering  by  instructed 
to  notify  the  W.R.  Grace  Company  and  any  other  company  found  to  be  illegally  disposing  of  hazardous 
wastes  in  Acton,  to  cease  immedicately  such  disposal;  and  further,  that  a  certified  copy  of  this  resolution,  and 
vote  thereon,  be  transmitted  to  all  such  companies,  the  Senator  and  the  State  Representative,  our  Board 
of  Selectmen,  Board  of  Health  and  Water  District  Commissioners,  and  the  Commissioner  of  the  Department 
of  Environmental  Quality  Engineering." 

Amended:    To  delete  W.R.  Grace  Company  so  that  it  reads  "to  notify  any  company." 
Voted  unanimously:    To  accept  the  following  resolution: 

"Resolved,  that  the  residents  of  the  Town  of  Acton  are  opposed  to  the  illegal  disposal  by  commercial  firms 
of  hazardous  wastes  in  Acton,  such  wastes  to  include  without  limitation  all  wastes  listed  in  Regulation  4  of  the 
Massachusetts  Hazardous  Waste  Regulations,  and  therefore  that  our  Senator  and  Representative  in  the 
General  Court,  and  our  Board  of  Selectmen,  Board  of  Health,  Water  District  Commissioners  and 
Commissioner  of  the  Department  of  Environmental  Quality  Engineering  be  instructed  to  notify  any  company 
found  to  be  illegally  disposing  of  hazardous  wastes  in  Acton,  to  cease  immediately  such  disposal;  and  further, 
that  a  certified  copy  of  this  resolution,  and  vote  thereon,  be  transmitted  to  all  such  companies,  the  Senator 
and  the  State  Representative,  our  Board  of  Selectmen,  Board  of  Health  and  Water  District  Commissioners, 
and  the  Commissioner  of  the  Department  of  Environmental  Quality  Engineering." 

Article  8. 

Motion:  Mrs.  Phillips  moves  that  the  Town  adopt  the  amendments  of  the  Zoning  by-lae  set  forth  in  Article  8. 
To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  amend  the  Zoning  Bylaw,  Town  of  Acton,  Massachusetts,  as  follows: 

(A)  Amend  Section  IV.C.l.f.  by  deleting  "restaurant  where  food  and  beverages  are  consumbed  indoors  or, 
if  consumed  outdoors,  are  consumed  on  a  patio  closed  on  all  sides  with  entrance  to  the  patio  normally 
available  from  the  building;"  and  substituting  the  words  "Intentionally  left  blank;"  therefore. 

(B)  Amend  Section  IV.C.2.g.  by  adding  "or  all  restaurants"  after  ".  .  .  500  persons"  so  that  the  phrase  reads 
"place  of  amusement  or  assembly  for  more  that  500  persons,  or  all  restaurants." 

(C)  Amend  Section  IV.D.f.  by  deleting  "restaurant  where  food  and  beverages  are  served  and  consumed  by 
patrons  seated  at  a  table  or  counter;  with  a  maximum  gross  floor  area  of  5,000  square  feet;"  and  substituting 
the  words  "Intentionally  left  blank;"  therefore. 

(D)  Amend  Section  IV.D.l.g.  by  deleting  "and  f  and  inserting  "and"  before  "E"  so  that  the  phrase  reads 
"combinations  of  a,  b,  c,  d  and  e  above  in  any  one  building;" 
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(E)  Amend  Section  IV. D. 2  by  adding  "e.  restaurant,  subject  to  the  standards  and  provisions  set  forth  in 
section  IV.C.2.g.". 

(F)  Amend  section  IV.E.l.d.  by  deleting  "and  f  and  inserting  "and"  before  "e"  so  that  the  phrase  reads 
"all  uses  as  permitted  in  section  IV.C.  1  .b. ,  c,  and  e.". 

(G)  Amend  Section  IV.E.2.f.  by  adding  "or  all  restaurants"  after  ".  .  .  500  persons"  so  that  the  phrase  reads" 
"place  of  amusement  or  assembly  for  more  than  500  persons,  or  all  restaurants,  subject  to  the 
standards  and  provisions  set  forth  in  Section  IV.C.2.g". 

or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

Motion  Lost        Needed  to  carry    90       Yes    89        No    47        Total  136 
Article  9. 

To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  amend  the  Zoning  Bylaw,  Town  of  Acton,  Massachusetts,  as  follows: 

Amend  Section  VI. G.  by  revising  it  to  read  "In  all  districts  lighting  facilities  in  parking  areas,  on  the  exterior 

of  buildings  and  on  signs  shall  be  so  arranged  that  they  neither  unreasonably  distract  occupants  of  adjacent 

properties  nor  interfere  with  traffic  on  any  public  way.  They  shall  be  so  placed  or  hooded  as  to  prevent 

direct  light  from  shining  onto  any  street  or  property  other  than  the  premises  on  which  the  lights  are 

installed." 

or  take  any  otheraction  relative  thereto. 

Voted:     To  amend  the  Zoning  Bylaw,  Town  of  Acton,  Massachusetts,  as  follows: 

Amend  Section  BI.G.  by  revising  it  to  read  "In  all  districts  lighting  facilities  in  parking  areas,  on  the 
exterior  of  buildings  and  on  signs  shall  be  so  arranged  that  they  neither  unreasonably  distract  occupants  of 
adjacent  properties  nor  interfere  with  traffic  on  any  public  way.  They  shall  be  so  placed  or  hooded  as  to 
prevent  direct  light  from  shining  onto  any  street  or  property  other  than  the  premises  on  which  the  lights  are 
installed." 

Yes    40        No     10        Total  Vote  50 
Article  10. 

To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  amend  the  Zoning  Bylaw,  Town  of  Acton,  Massachusetts,  as  follows: 

Amend  Section  II,  Definitions,  by  adding  "EE.l  Street,  cul-de-sac:  A  dead  end  street  terminated  by  a 

cirular  turnaround  otherwise  known  as  a  cul-de-sac." 

Amend  Section  VI. A,  Dimendional  Regulations  under  Footnotes  to  Dimensional  Regulation  Schedule  by 
adding  at  the  end  of  (a)  the  following:  "except  that  no  more  than  three  such  reduced  frontage  lots  shall 
be  derived  from  a  cul-de-sac;"  so  that  it  reads  as  follows: 

"1.  Exceptions:     (a)  If  a  lot  fronts  entirely  on  a  64.5  foot  or  greater  sideline  cul-de-sac,  the  minimum 
frontage  lots  have  frontage  on  a  cul-de-sac;", 
or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

Voted  unanimously:    To  amend  the  Zoning  Bylaw,  Town  of  Acton,  Massachusetts,  as  follows: 

Amend  Section  II,  Definitions,  by  adding  "EE.l  Street,  cul-de-sac:    A  dead-end  street  terminated  by  a 

circular  turnaround  otherwise  known  as  a  cul-de-sac." 

Amend  Section  VI. A,  Dimensional  Regulations  under  Footnotes  to  Dimensional  Regulation  Schedule  by 
adding  at  the  end  of  (a)  the  following:  "except  that  no  more  than  three  such  reduced  frontage  lots  shall 
be  derived  from  a  cul-de-sac;"  so  that  it  reads  as  follows: 

"  1 .  Exceptions:  (a)  If  a  lot  fronts  entirely  on  a  64.5  foot  or  greater  sideline  radius  cul-de-sac,  the  minimum 
frontage  will  be  100  feet  except  that  no  more  than  three  such  reduced  frontage  lots  have  frontage  on  a 
cul-de-sac". 

Voted  unanimously:     To  adjourn  at  1 1 :29  P.M. 
The  following  persons  served  as  tellers  at  this  meeting: 

Charles  Kadlec,  Theron  Lowden,  John  McLaughlin,  Marion  Maxwell  Gary  Myron,  Beatrice  Perkins, 
Regina  Poppert,  Jean  Schmelzer,  John  Schmelzer,  William  Smith. 

A  true  copy,  Attest: 
Lydia  R.  Lesure 
Town  Clerk 
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Educational  Reports 


The  Street  Alive 

by  Alfred  Schmalz 

The  children  of  our  street 

gathered  noisily  for  the  bus 

are,  when  it  arrives,  gears  grinding, 

absorbed  into  its  interior. 

The  mingling  of  voices  ends 

and  silence  comes  like  a  blow. 

All  is  still. 

There  remain  only  adults 
and  the  littlest  ones  - 
until  with  the  rush  and  shout 
of  afternoon, 

the  bus  pours  forth  our  vitality 
and  the  street  is  alive  once  more. 


Ill 


Acton  Public  Schools 


Acton  School  Committee 


Term  Expires 

Anne  Ridley   1980 

Carole  Cochin   1980 

Robert  Evans   1981 

F.  Dore  Hunter   1981 

Cynthia  Kramer   1982 

SueGrolnic   1982 


Acton-Boxborough  Regional  School  District 

ORGANIZATION 

Acton-boxborough 
Regional  District  School  Committee 

Term  Expires 


Anne  Ridley   1980 

Carole  Cochin   1980 

John  Herrmann   1980 

Robert  Evans   1981 

F.  Dore  Hunter   1981 

Dennis  Kuipers   1981 

Cynthia  Kramer   1982 

SueGrolnic   1982 

Bruce  Blake   1982 

The  Acton  School  Committee  holds  regular  meetings  on  the  first  and  third  Thursdays  of  each  month,  and  the 
Acton-Boxborough  Regional  District  School  Committee  meets  regularly  on  the  second  and  fourth  Thursdays.  Both 
groups  convene  at  the  Acton-Boxborough  Regional  Senior  High  School  Music  Room  at  7:30  PM. 
ADMINISTRATORS  TELEPHONE 

Superintendent  of  Schools,  Raymond  J.  Grey   263-9503 

Assistant  Superintendent,  Gary  G.  Baker   263-9503 

Business  Manager/Treasurer,  Douglas  Barrus   263-3403 

Principals:     Conant  School,  Joan  M.  Little   263-7407 

Douglas  School,  Robert  C.  Conroy   263-2753 

Gates  School,  James  Palavras   263-9162 

Merriam  School,  William  Sparks   263-2581 

McCarthy  Towne  School,  Parker  Damon   263-4982 

Junior  High  School,  Clifford  A.  Card   263-7716 

James  C.  Chace,  Vice  Principal   263-7716 

Senior  High  School,  Lawrence  McNulty   263-0210 

Donald  MacLeod,  Vice  Principal   263-7738 

Francis  Riley,  Vice  Principal   263-7738 

Coordinator  of  Pupil  Personnel  Services,  William  J.  Petkewich   263-5091 

Coordinator  of  Fine  Arts,  Henry  W.  Wegiel   263-3562 

Coordinator  of  Buildings  and  Grounds,  Cornelius  M.  Casey   263-5272 

TENTATIVE  SCHOOL  CALENDAR 


Reopening  of  Schools 

January  2,  1980 

Martin  Luther  King  Day 

January  15 

Winter  Vacation 

February  18-22 

Good  Friday  (  V2  Day) 

April  4 

Spring  Vacation 

April  21-25 

Memorial  Dav 

May  26 

Graduation 

May  30 

Close  of  Schools* 

June  13 

Summer  Recess 

Reopening  of  Schools 

September  3 

Columbus  Day 

October  13 

Veterans  Day 

November  1 1 

Thanksgiving  Recess 
Christmas  Holidays 

Reopening  of  Schools 
Martin  Luther  King  Day 
Winter  Vacation 
Good  Friday  (  V2  Day) 
Spring  Vacation 
Memorial  Day 
Graducation 


November  27-28 
December  24- 
January 2, 1981 
January  5,  1981 
January  15,  1981 
February  16-20 
April  17 
April  20-24 
May  25 
June  5,  1981 


2-2-2-2 

1-  11-1 

2-  2-2-2 

Announcements  aired  on:  WBZ 
Fitchburg  -  starting  at  6:00  AM. 


*If  no  days  lost  due  to  inclement  weather 

NO  SCHOOL  SIGNAL 
6:30  A.M.         No  School  ABRSD  All  Day 

7:15  A.M.         No  School  Acton  Public  Schools  Grades  K-6  All  Day 
7:00A.M.         No  School  All  Schools  All  Day 
1030  AM  Dial:  WHDH  -  850  AM  Dial:  WCVB-TV.  Channel  5;  WEIM 
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Report  From  The  Superintendent  of  Schools 
Mr.  Raymond  J.  Grey 

The  Acton  Public  Schools  continue  to  experience 
a  steady  decline  in  the  total  number  of  students  in  its 
schools,  a  phenomenon  relatively  new  to  educators 
and  school  committees  but  a  common  experience 
today  of  most  school  districts  throughout  the 
Commonwealth  and  nation.  For  instance,  in  October, 
1979  the  Acton  Public  Schools  had  2,185  students,  136 
fewer  than  the  previous  October  which  represents  a 
decline  of  5.9%  in  one  year.  Since  October,  1973  there 
has  been  a  loss  of  535  students  in  the  Acton  Public 
Schools,  a  decline  of  nearly  20%  in  six  years. 

As  a  result  of  this  drastic  decrease,  the  Acton 
Public  School  Committee  has  voted  to  close  the 
Merriam  School  as  of  September,  1981,  a  decision 
based  on  a  thorough  analysis  of  all  the  options 
available.  It  was  also  decided  that  Merriam  students 
would  be  merged  with  the  Douglas  School  at  that 
time.  Three  different  sub-committees  have  been 
formed  to  facilitate  the  transition:  the  Douglas- 
Merriam  Merger  Subcommittee,  made  up  of 
representative  parents,  teachers,  administrators  and 
School  Committee  members,  chaired  by  School 
Committee  Chairman  Anne  Ridley;  the  Curriculum 
Merger  Sub-committee,  made  up  of  teachers, 
specialists  and  principals  from  each  school,  chaired  by 
Assistant  Superintendent  Gary  Baker;  and  the 
Merriam  School  Re-use  Committee,  involving 
representatives  of  the  Board  of  Selectmen,  the  Finance 
Committee,  the  Building  Committee,  the  School 
Committee  and  Mr.  Grey,  the  Superintendent  of 
Schools,  Chaired  by  School  Committee  member  F. 
Dore  Hunter.  Regular  meetings  are  being  held  by  all 
these  committees  and  minutes  and  reports  from  them 
are  available  to  the  public. 

Despite  the  decline  in  enrollment,  costs  for 
contracted  salaries,  materials,  services,  utilities  and 
transportation  have  risen  precipitously.  We  have 
implemented  many  energy  saving  procedures  to  cut 
back  on  costs.  Our  Schools  are  colder  but  more  energy 
efficient. 

The  1979-80  school  year  budget  was  set  for 
$4,076,371.  This  was  an  increase  of  just  3%  over  the 
previous  budget  year  which  is  the  lowest  increase  on 
record  and  about  one-half  of  the  increases  in  each  of 
the  previous  two  years.  It  certainly  was  well  below  the 
governor's  "4%  cap." 

With  the  reduction  in  enrollment  another  six 
classroom  teachers  are  expected  to  lose  their  positions 
next  school  year.  A  total  of  18  teaching  positions  have 
been  eliminated  in  the  past  four  years  because  of 
declining  enrollment. 

Two  new  curriculum  Specialists  have  recently 
been  appointed:  Cynthia  Stephens  who  has  been  a 
Math  teacher  in  Newton,  Acton  and  Westford  and 


who  replaced  Mary  Kay  Tornrose  as  Math  Curriculum 
Specialist  since  Mary  Kay  left  to  become  the 
mathematics  Supervisor  for  the  Newton  Schools,  and 
Paul  Naso  in  Language  Arts,  a  McCarthy-Towne 
teacher  who  replaces  Bonnie  Jensen  who  left  for  a 
position  in  business. 

In  the  process  of  coping  with  declining 
enrollments  and  rising  costs,  we  have  tried  our  utmost 
to  continue  developing  an  excellent  school  system  that 
responds  to  the  community  and  actively  addresses  the 
needs  of  our  students.  The  activities,  projects  and 
evaluations  that  are  described  by  our  administrators  in 
the  following  reports  are  testimony  to  that 
commitment.  The  gratifying  support  of  the  people  of 
Acton,  the  sincere,  hard  working  dedication  of  the 
Acton  School  Committee  to  educational  excellence, 
and  the  superior  performance  and  diligence  of  the 
professional  staff  have  all  been  essential  to  the 
attainment  of  our  goals. 

Report  From  The  Assistant  Superintendent 
For  Curriculum  and  Instruction 
Dr.  Gary  G.  Baker 

Several  new  curriculum  projects  were  initiated 
this  year  that  were  designed  to  improve  the  quality  of 
instruction  or  expand  the  learning  opportunities  of 
our  students. 

The  learning  of  the  basic  skills  of  reading, 
writing,  mathematics,  speaking  and  listening  is  in  the 
process  of  being  enhanced  by  the  work  of  Basic  Skills 
Improvement  Committees,  made  up  of  teachers, 
administrators  and  parents.  These  committees  in 
elementary  reading,  writing  and  math  have  been 
meeting  regularly  throughout  the  1979-80  school  year 
to  prepare  a  report  to  the  State  Department  of 
Education  by  August  1,  1980  indicating  how  we  intend 
to  identify  and  help  students  who  do  not  meet  our 
minimum  standards  for  satisfactory  performance  in 
the  basic  skills. 

We  received  a  Federal  grant  of  $34,650  under 
Title  IV-C  for  a  project,  Basic  Challenge,  that  is 
designed  to  investigate  ways  to  improve  the  learning  of 
basic  skills  by  putting  the  lessons  into  practical, 
meaningful  contexts  for  children.  Director  Caroline 
Tripp  and  ten  elementary  classroom  teachers  have 
begun  research  and  development. 

Although  we  are  constantly  striving  to  improve 
our  students'  achievement,  standardized  test  results  on 
the  basic  skills  show  that  the  average  Acton  student 
scores  better  than  81%  of  the  students  nationally.  And 
the  scores  this  year  were  the  highest  they've  been  since 
we  began  administering  the  Comprehensive  Tests  of 
Basic  Skills.  Our  average  6th  grader  is  nearly  three 
years  ahead  of  the  national  grade  equivalent  norm. 


113 


While  concerning  ourselves  with  students  who 
need  to  improve  in  the  basic  skills,  we  have  also 
initiated  an  Academically  Talented  Program  to 
provide  an  enriched  curriculum  to  students  who  can 
benefit  from  the  additional  academic  stimulation. 
Academically  Talented  students  in  grades  4-6  are 
meeting  weekly  with  our  new  resource  teacher  for 
academically  talented,  Andrea  Graff,  to  develop 
advanced  skills  in  research,  communications  and 
problem -solving. 

Federal  Title  IV-B  funds  and  a  research  and 
development  project  have  led  to  the  initiation  of  a 
computer  education  program  in  our  elementary 
schools  through  the  purchasing  of  micro-computers 
and  the  training  of  classroom  teachers.  Thus,  students 
will  become  oriented  to  the  computer  world  that  has 
become  so  much  a  part  of  our  daily  lives. 

Another  Federally  funded  project  starting  this 
year  is  the  Teaching  and  Learning  about  Aging 
Project,  headed  by  High  School  social  studies  teacher 
Fran  Pratt,  which  is  involved  in  the  development  of 
curricula  to  increase  students'  understanding  of  aging. 
Over  20  teachers  have  already  been  involved  in  course 
work  and  curriculum  development  related  to  the 
project. 

We  are  the  only  school  system  in  the  state  to  have 
received  two  Title  IV  C  grants,  a  competitive  funding 
division  of  the  State  Department  of  Education  for 
granting  Federal  monies  for  innovative  and  exemplary 
projects. 

Under  the  leadership  of  Science/Social  Studies 
Curriculum    specialist     Chuck    Cormier,  teachers 


selected  a  new  social  studies  program  which  they 
consider  a  great  improvement  over  the  old  social 
studies  program  that  the  Acton  Schools  have  had  since 
1970.  Students  will  use  multi-media  resources  to  study 
such  topics  as  human  characteristics,  communities, 
cities,  world  cultures,  technology  and  American 
history  and  government. 

Up-to-date  curriculum  guides  are  now  available 
in  all  subject  areas. 

Teachers  have  taken  advantage  of  many  in- 
service  workshops  and  courses  that  have  been  offered 
related  to  several  areas  of  the  curriculum.  Acton  is 
fortunate  to  have  a  highly  capable,  dedicated  teaching 
staff  that  is  always  striving  to  improve  the  educational 
opportunities  they  offer  their  students.  In  these  trying 
times  of  reduction  in  staff  and  tightening  budgets, 
their  persevering  devotion  to  the  children  should  be 
recognized. 

Reports  From  The  Elementary  Principals 
Mrs.  Joan  Little,  Conant  School 

The  Conant  school  welcomed  a  number  of  people 
to  its  staff  this  year.  Mrs.  Rita  McAvoy,  formerly  a  5th 
grade  teacher  at  the  Gates  School,  is  teaching  grade  4, 
Mrs.  Cynthia  Popolizio,  formerly  from  Merriam,  is 
teaching  grade  2  and  Debra  Bennett  has  joined  the 
staff  as  the  Speech/Language  teacher.  We  also 
welcomed  back  Mrs.  Pat  Donaldson  to  grade  6 
following  a  year's  leave  of  absence  and  Mrs.  Nancy 
Hudak  who  is  taking  over  Mrs.  Winn's  5th  grade  class 
while  Mrs.  Winn  is  on  maternity  leave  this  year. 


T 
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Harold  Donahue's  sketch  says,  "Here  comes  the  bus  .  .  ." 
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In  addition  to  new  faculty,  a  number  of  new 
programs  have  been  initiated  at  Conant.  For  the  first 
time,  Conant  qualifies  as  a  Title  I  school,  thus  a  Title  I 
program  providing  special  reading  instruction  began 
in  October.  Mrs.  Theresa  Varnado  is  the  Title  I 
teacher.  English  as  a  Second  Language  instruction  is 
also  offered  to  non-English  speaking  children  this  year 
at  Conant,  and  a  Resource  Room  for  primary  students 
has  been  transferred  to  Conant  from  the  Gates  School. 
Mrs.  Terry  Dwyer,  assisted  by  Mrs.  Sally  Birsinger,  are 
responsible  for  the  Resource  Room  program. 

New  academic  programs  include  the  Merrill 
Spelling  Program,  with  a  heavy  emphasis  on  language 
and  writing  skills  and  the  Holt  Data  Bank  Social 
Studies  Program  which  has  been  adopted  system-wide 
and  is  being  well  received  by  both  students  and 
faculty. 

Mr.  Robert  Conroy,  Douglas  School 

The  following  are  some  of  the  significant 
developments  at  Douglas  this  Year: 

1.  Introduced  a  new  testing  program  to  monitor 
students'  reading  skill  development. 

2.  Programs   for   children's   special    needs  were 
expanded  with  improved  facilities  and  additional 


material  for  reading  comprehension,  study  skills, 
Junior  Great  Books,  and  phonics. 

3.  A  new  Social  Studies  program  has  been  intro- 
duced and  the  SCIS  science  program  was  broad- 
ened with  additional  units. 

4.  New  spelling  and  handwriting  programs  were 
implemented. 

5.  The  school  community  helped  plan  and  initiate 
a  program  for  academically  talented  students. 

6.  Participated  in  the  planning  of  the  merging  of  the 
Douglas  and  Merriam  Schools. 

7.  Participated  in  workshops  and  training  for  the 
introduction  of  Computer  Education. 

8.  Expanded  the  use  of  appropriate  educational  T.V. 
Programming. 

9.  Instituted  Parenting  Workshops  as  part  of  our 
expanding  school-community  program. 

10.     Purchased  a  sound  system  for  the  auditorium  with 
funds  from  the  Advisory  Council. 

Mr.  James  Palavras,  Gates  School 

The  following  developments  and  highlights  at 
Gates  School  in  1979  are  worthy  of  mention: 
1.  The  second  annual  Ice  Cream  Social  and  Cake 
Walk  sponsored  by  the  Parent  Teacher  Advisory 
Committee. 


.  .  .  and  Pat  Bilafer's  drawing  shows  where  the  bus  takes  her  and  her  friends. 
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2.  The  Mathematics  Carnival  -  an  evening  of  fun 
and  games  for  the  entire  Gates  community. 

3.  The  Parents' Night  in  September. 

4.  The  Grade  6  Science  Fair. 

5.  The  fourth  annual  Balloon  Launch,  a  releasing 
of  500  helium  filled  balloons  with  self-addressed 
post  cards.  This  was  followed  by  a  school-wide 
minimarathon. 

6.  The  continuation  of  Title  I  federal  funds  allow- 

ing for  tutorial  services  in  reading  and  math. 

7.  The  adoption  of  a  new  social  studies  program 
(Holt  Data  Bank)  in  grades  1  -6. 

8.  The  completion  of  the  introduction  of  the  life 
science  program  (SCIS). 

9.  The  week-long  environmental  education  program 
at  Sargent  Camp,  Peterborough,  N.H.,  attended 
by  the  fifth  grade. 

Mr.  William  Sparks,  Merriam  School 

The  highlights  of  the  Merriam  School  for  the 
school  year  1979  were  as  follows: 

1 .  Declining  school  enrollment  has  reduced  the 
numbers  of  primary  classes  in  the  school.  The 
gradual  decline  has  involved  some  classroom 
changes.  An  art  room  was  added  as  a  full-time 
classroom  in  September  and  has  received  much 
support  from  pupils,  teachers  and  parents.  A 

utility  room  has  also  been  provided  as  an 
additional  learning  center  for  pupils  within  the 
school  complex. 

2.  New  spelling  and  social  studies  programs  were 
instituted  in  the  fall.  Both  programs  emphasize 
fundamentals  as  outlined  in  the  system-wide 
guidelines. 

3.  An  Academically  Talented  program  for  all  quali- 
fying elementary  school  pupils  was  begun  at  the 
Douglas  school  in  October. 

4.  Reading,  Mathematics  and  Handwriting  Basic 
Skills  Committees  meet  regularly  to  devise  methods 
to  measure  basic  skills  competencies  of  Acton's 
elementary  students. 

5.  A  Douglas-Merriam  School  Merger  Committee 
was  organized  to  act  as  a  clearing  house  for  com- 
munity input  relative  to  the  merger  proposed  for 
September,  1981.  The  members  serving  comprise 
groups  of  School  Committee  members,  school 
administrators,  teachers  and  parents.  A  Douglas- 
Merriam  Teacher  Committee  was  also  formulated 
to  deal  with  criteria  to  be  utilized  to  select 
curriculum  for  the  newly  merged  school. 

6.  The  Parent-Teacher  Council  has  been  most  active 
during  the  year.  They  have  sponsored  pupil 
programs  by  the  New  England  Theatre  Guild, 
the  Learning  Guild  and  the  Boston  Zoomobile. 
Activities  such  as  a  book  Fair,  an  ice  cream 
social  with  an  accompanying  magic  show,  a 


silent  auction,  hat  and  emblem  sales,  a  school 
newspaper  and  a  6th  grade  barbeque  were  all 
undertaken  with  enthusiasm  and  efficiency. 
Proceeds  of  these  events  will  be  used  to  supple- 
ment the  purchase  of  school  equipment  and 
materials. 

7.  A  first-of-a-kind  teacher  and  school  personnel 

luncheon  was  sponsored  by  the  Parent-Teacher 
Council  during  National  Education  Week.  Every 
school  employee  was  served  a  deliciously  prepared 
meal  during  which  time  pupils  were  supervised 
by  a  parent  committee.  The  event  will  not  soon  be 
forgotten. 

8.  The  school  volunteer  program  has  been  strength- 
ened by  a  committee  of  parents  who  volunteered 
to  better  organize  the  present  volunteer  program. 
Including  the  library  volunteers,  over  65  parents 
are  available  for  service  at  the  school. 

9.  The  library  continues  to  expand.  There  are 
presently  over  7,000  volumes  of  books  catalogued 
for  students'  use.  A  dedicated  group  of  over  35 
volunteers  continues  to  assist  in  the  maintenance 
of  a  most  excellent  library  program.  The  program 
is  led  by  Mrs.  Helen  Berger,  Media  Aide,  and 
Mrs.  Joyce  Koop,  Elementary  Library  Coordinator. 

10.  In  June,  a  school  family  barbeque  was  held  which 
brought  close  to  700  family  and  school  members 
together. 

11.  Many  plays,  programs  and  field  trips  were 
conducted  throughout  the  year. 

12.  Without  continued  support  from  all  members  of 
the  school  staff-  administration,  teaching  staff, 
office  personnel,  nursing  staff,  cafeteria  services, 
custodial  staff,  students  and  parents-  the  opera- 
tion of  the  school  during  the  year  would  not  have 
been  as  effective.  We  appreciate  the  continued 
effort  of  all  of  these  people. 


Fine  Arts  Department 
Mr.  Henry  W.  Wegiel 

Many  Fine  Arts  activities  were  enjoyed  by  Acton 
students  and  parents  this  year  both  in  and  outside  the 
school.  In  addition  to  art  and  music  activities  taught 
in  the  classroom,  students  were  able  to  see  the  New 
England  Repertory  Theatre  present  KYOGEN  or 
plays  from  the  Japanese  Tradition  of  Comedy.  These 
were  presented  to  elementary  and  secondary  students 
under  the  sponsorship  of  the  Whitney  Fund  and  the 
Massachusetts  Council  on  the  Arts  and  Humanities. 
Elementary  students  also  had  an  opportunity  to 
participate  creatively  as  artists  and  dancers,  and 
performed  in  a  program  presented  by  the  "Adventures 
in  Music"  concert  series  here  in  Acton. 
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There's  a  football  under  this  pile  of  McCarthy-Towne  students  .  .  .  somewhere.  (Rich  Dugas  photo) 

Dr.  J.  Parker  Damon,  McCarthy-Towne  School  Man  A  Course  of  Study,  People  and  Technology, 

The  word  change,  most  particularly  regarding  Science  Prototypes,  Project  Adventure,  Sargent 
faculty  assignments,  best  summarizes  1979  for  the  Camp,  Sloyd,  Manipulative  Math  and  Calculators, 
McCarthy-Towne  School.  There  have  been  sixteen  such       Words  in  Color,  Reading  in  Common. 

A  committee  of  parents  and  faculty  helped 
introduce  the  use  of  a  microcomputer  in  the  school 
and  system.  PTSO  committees  and  numerous  parent 
volunteers  toiled  unstintingly  to  finish  playground  and 
grounds  improvement  projects,  raise  money,  and 
support  the  school  via  direct  contributions  of  services 
and  participation  in  the  various  decision  making 
processes. 

A  variety  of  Community  Education  programs  for 
elementary  school  age  children  now  take  place  at 
McCarthy-Towne.  When  these  Community  Education 
activities  are  combined  with  the  school's  own 
intramural  program  or  parent  support  groups,  the 
Extended  Day  Program  that  provided  day  care  for 
children  before  and  after  school,  and  other  activities 
such  as  Scouting  groups,  the  extent  of  the  school's 
services  to  its  community  becomes  clear. 

The  importance  of  these  services  is  underscored 
by  the  knowledge  that  the  456  students  now  enrolled  in 
grades  K-6  represent  individual  and  family  needs 
substantially  different  from  those  of  the  475  students 
who  entered  grades  1-6  in  September  of  1971.  Even 
with  changes  in  personnel  and  the  pressures  of  a 
contracting  educational  system,  this  year  has  shown 
that  the  school  can  continue  to  find  better  ways  of 
meeting  its  role  and  responsibilities. 


changes  this  year  between  June  and  December.  Five 
teachers  were  granted  leaves  of  absence  and  one 
returned  from  a  leave;  four  teachers  left  voluntarily, 
and  one  more  left  as  a  result  of  a  system -wide 
reduction-in-force;  two  teachers  switched  grade  level 
assignments,  and  two  others  were  transferred  to 
McCarthy-Towne  from  another  school;  five  teachers 
were  hired  to  fill  the  vacancies  resulting  from  all  this 
movement.  In  addition,  there  were  changes  in  the 
aide,  custodial,  and  secretarial  staff. 

Despite  these  changes,  work  on  improving 
existing  programs  and  developing  new  ones  continued 
so  that  the  school's  programs  and  services  have  grown 
stronger.  The  third,  fourth  and  fifth  grade  social 
studies  link  with  the  Museum  of  Comparative  Zoology 
at  Harvard  University  has  been  extended  by  means  of 
a  small  grant  from  the  Cultural  Education 
Collaborative  and  the  National  Endowment  for  the 
Humanities.  Project  Search,  the  school's  academically 
talented  program  for  fourth,  fifth,  and  sixth  graders, 
was  begun  late  in  the  year,  and  Project  Basic 
Challenge  is  being  tried  out  in  three  classrooms  at 
grades  three,  five  and  six. 

Faculty  members  worked  hard  on  other  system 
and  school  curriculum  projects.  For  example,  work  on 
these  programs  has  either  continued  or  been  begun: 
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The  Acton-Boxborough  band  attends  every  football  game  to  cheer  the  Colonials.  (Ann  Ahearn  photo) 

Acton-Boxborough  Regional  School  District 


Report  of  The 
Superintendent  of  Schools 

Mr.  Raymond  J.  Grey 

The  Regional  School  District  has  had  another 
good  vear  of  stability  and  achievement.  The  student 
enrollment  continues  to  stay  in  the  2300  to  2400  range, 
but  the  smaller  classes  in  the  elementary  schools  are 
beginning  to  have  an  impact  on  the  Junior  High 
enrollment  figures  as  what  was  the  largest  class  in  the 
District  in  October,  1978,  has  entered  the  Senior  High 
School  and  Minuteman  School  this  year,  and 
considerably  smaller  classes  are  following. 

The  School  Committee  and  administration  have 
struggled  to  maintain  a  school  system  of  excellence 
while  coping  with  rising  costs  in  every  conceivable  area 
of  the  budget.  Nevertheless  we  have  tried  to  stay  with- 
in the  arbitrary  budget  cap  imposed  by  the  Common- 
wealth . 

Due  to  the  c  risis  in  energy  we  ha1  e  felt  that  it  is 


our  responsibility  to  take  a  hard  look  at  our  electrical 
and  oil  consumption  and  determine  where  we  can 
become  more  efficient  energy-wise. 

Mr.  Cornelius  Casey,  Coordinator  of  Buildings 
and  Grounds,  Mr.  Douglas  Barrus,  Business  Manager- 
Treasurer,  and  the  Superintendent  of  Schools  have 
been  investigating  ways  of  energy  conservation.  In 
order  to  make  recommendations  to  the  School 
Committee  the  following  have  been  researched: 

1.  Use  of  buildings. 

2.  Air  and  lighi  standards. 

3.  Work  schedules. 

4.  School  calendar. 

5.  Transportation. 

6.  Scheduling  of  Community  Education  classes. 

7.  Scheduling  of  athletic  teams. 

8.  Recreation  Department  programs. 

9.  Independent  survey  by  outside  team  of  experts 
(energy  audit  by  Dept.  of  Energy). 

As  a  result  of  the  research,  we  have  done  the 
following  to  save  energy: 
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1.  Changed  lighting  fixtures  from  incandescent 
to  fluorescent. 

2.  All      windows      and      doors      will  be 
weatherproofed. 

3.  Boilers  have  been  examined  in  order  to  de- 
termine efficiency. 

4.  Thermostats  have  been  calibrated  to  65°  day 
Control  and  55°  night  control. 

5.  De  lamping  has  been  done  in  areas  where 
possible. 

6.  Energy  management  system  has  been 
purchased.  A  micro-computer  unit  monitors 
outside  air  temperature,  inside  air  temperature, 
electrical  demand  and  usage.  Based  on  this  in- 
formation, it  cycles  off  equipment  to  effect 
energy  savings. 

As  a  result  of  these  efforts  we  shall  be  saving  a 
minimum  of  $25,000  per  year.  It  is  our  hope  that  with 
the  help  of  teachers,  students  and  adults  using  the 
school  building  that  we  can  improve  our  performance 
in  energy  management. 

We  must  all  come  to  appreciate  that  just 
maintaining  quality  education  today  comes  at  a 
successively  greater  cost  from  year  to  year.  If  the 
Regional  School  District  is  to  maintain  the  educational 
opportunities  it  has  been  offering  its  students,  then 
accommodations  have  to  be  made  in  the  budget  that 
take  into  account  that  the  same  program  one  year 
costs  considerably  more  the  next  year.  In  order  to 
maintain  essential  programs  we  find  ourselves  being 
pressured  to  eliminate  "frills",  but  it  is  obvious  that 
what  are  perceived  by  some  to  be  "frills"  are  central  to 
a  good  education  to  others. 

A  crafts  teacher  position  was  deleted  from 
the  Junior  High  budget  this  past  year  which  many  felt 
was  a  position  that  offered  children  a  valued  fine  arts 
experience.  A  Junior  High  music  position  was 
eliminated  the  year  before  with  much  the  same 
reaction  from  many  parents  and  students.  Also, 
purchases  of  textbooks  and  other  instructional 
materials  have  had  to  be  curtailed  in  relation  to 
previous  years  as  department  budgets  have  remained 
the  same  or  been  cut  back.  This  past  year  the  total 
budget  was  raised  4.3%,  a  drastic  reduction  in  arnual 
budget  increases  compared  to  the  8-10%  increases 
that  were  considered  necessary  in  the  past. 

There  have  been  no  changes  or  additions  in 
administrative  and  supervisory  personnel,  and 
although  12%  of  the  Regional  staff  was  new  this  year 
about  75%  are  on  tenure.  It  is  this  stable  professional 
staff  that  has  been  at  the  heart  of  our  development  of  a 
tradition  of  educational  excellence,  a  tradition  we 
intend  to  try  to  continue  even  in  a  time  of 
economically  adverse  conditions.  The  administrators' 
reports  that  follow  attest  to  that  commitment. 


Report  of  The  Assistant 
Superintendent  For 
Curriculum  and  Instruction 

Dr.  Gary  G.  Baker 

There  are  varous  ways  the  quality  of  curriculum 
and  instruction  in  a  school  district  can  be  evaluated. 
Certainly  the  reactions  of  students  to  the  programs 
and  professional  staff  is  one  common  way.  When  a 
representative  cross  section  of  this  year's  Seniors  was 
asked  last  spring  in  a  State  Department  of  Education 
questionaire  to  comment  on  the  quality  of  the 
curriculum  and  instruction  in  their  school,  85%  of 
them  rated  the  teaching  of  reading  skills  to  be  very 
good  or  good  (as  opposed  to  fair  or  poor);  76%  of 
them  rated  the  teaching  of  writing  skills  to  be  very 
good  or  good,  and  82%  rated  mathematics  instruction 
as  very  good  or  good.  Just  2%  rated  reading  poor, 
while  5%  rated  writing  and  math  poor.  When  asked 
whether  they  liked  school  or  not,  90%  of  the  students 
gave  a  favorable  reaction. 

The  results  from  the  state  basic  skills  test  that 
accompany  that  questionnaire  also  revealed  another 
way  to  judge  instructional  programs  students' 
actual  performance  on  an  achievement  test.  Acton- 
Boxborough  eleventh  graders'  average  scores  were  well 
above  the  state  scores  in  every  sub-test  in  reading, 
writing  and  math.  Only  about  2%  of  the  students 
tested  were  found  deficient  in  reading  and  math,  and 
about  6%  were  deficient  in  writing.  Average  Acton- 
Boxborough  students  got  90%  of  the  test  correct  in 
reading,  89%  correct  in  math  and  were  rated  as 
having  "generally  acceptable"  writing  skills. 

A  nationally  standardized  achievement  test 
battery,  the  Comprehensive  Tests  of  Basic  Skills,  are 
also  administered  to  all  our  eighth  and  ninth  graders 
and  have  been  since  1976.  The  results  from  that  series 
of  tests  help  support  the  contention  that  our  students 
are  doing  relatively  well  in  scholastic  achievement. 
The  average  Acton- Boxborough  eighth  grader  scored 
better  than  80%  of  the  students  nationally,  and  the 
average  ninth  grader  scored  better  than  85%  of  the 
students  nationally.  Less  than  1  %  of  our  ninth  graders 
are  scoring  below  the  25th  percentile  of  students 
nationally.  Even  more  significant,  Acton-Boxborough 
eighth  graders  scored  six  (grade  equivalent)  months 
more  in  achievement  than  students  of  the  same 
aptitude  (I.Q.).  Ninth-  graders  were  nine  months 
ahead  of  those  students  nationally  who  had  the  same 
aptitude. 

The  College  Board  test  results  have  also  been 
encouraging  this  year.  Although  about  the  same  per- 
centage of  graduates  took  the  Scholastic  Aptitude  Test 
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(SAT)  in  1979  as  in  1978  (87%),  both  the  verbal  and 
math  scores  are  up  nineteen  points  each  this  year.  And 
although  a  significantly  larger  percentage  of  Acton- 
Boxborough  graduates  took  the  SAT  than  in  the 
country  (33%)  or  state  (66%),  Acton-Boxborough 
average  scores  are  over  35  points  higher  than  either  the 
country  or  state  on  the  verbal  test  and  over  fifty  points 
higher  than  either  on  the  math  test.  In  fact,  no  matter 
what  segment  of  the  graduating  class  one  looks  at,  the 
Acton-Boxborough  scores  are  well  above  state  or 
national  scores. 

All  College  Board  achievement  test  scores  are  also 
up  this  year,  and  all  exceed  national  and  state  norms. 
Several  are  the  highest  (e.g.  English  Composition)  or 
second  highest  (e.g.  Mathematics)  recorded  since 
1966.  Also,  more  students  this  year  and  a  higher 
percentage  of  Advanced  Placement  test  takers  (84%) 
qualified  for  college  credit  by  taking  the  Advanced 
Placement  Exam. 

As  Principal  Lawrence  McNulty  points  out  in  his 
report  sixteen  of  our  students  received  commendations 
from  the  National  Merit  Scholarship  Corporation, 
nine  were  semi-finalists,  five  were  finalists  and  Acton- 
Boxborough  was  unique  in  the  nation  with  five 
National  Merit  Scholarship  winners. 

Besides  assessing  student  attitudes  and 
performance  in  determining  the  quality  of  programs, 
another  way  to  evaluate  educational  offerings  is  to 
determine  whether  the  new  developments  in  education 
and  in  contemporary  society  with  which  students  will 
have  to  deal  are  being  addressed  in  order  to  prepare 
students  for  the  way  of  life  they'll  be  leading.  Some  of 
the  projects  we've  developed  to  respond  to  newly 
perceived  needs  are: 

1.  The  Basic  Skills  Improvement  Committees  in 
reading,  writing  and  mathematics  that  are  de- 
veloping plans  for  identifying  and  giving  ap- 
propriate help  to  students  who  do  not  meet 
our  minimum  standards  in  the  basic  skills, 
skills  they  will  need  in  everyday  life. 

2.  The  Computer  Education  Project  based  on  a 
proposal  to  Digital  for  the  pui  chase  of  a 
PDP11-34A  computer  with  terminals  at  both 
the  Senior  High  School  and  Junior  High 
School.  With  this  new  computer  Acton-Box- 
borough secondary  school  students  will  have 
opportunities  to  become  versed  in  the  potential 
of  the  computer  age. 

3.  Academically  talented  students'  needs  are 
being  reviewed  and  curricula  and  extracur- 
ricula  programs  are  being  revised  or  expanded 
to  meet  those  needs,  needs  that  relate  to  the 
full  development  of  our  most  academically 
advanced  students  so  that  their  potential  can 
be  put  to  use  in  improving  our  own  lives  in 
the  future. 


4.  Occupational  education  programs  have  been 
improved,  with  an  $18,984  federal  grant,  in 
the  areas  of  career  planning,  word  processing 
in  the  Business  Department,  and  modern 
clothing  construction  in  Home  Economics. 

5.  A  Special  Education  Occupational  Training 
Program  funded  by  a  $76,810  federal  grant 
will  lead  to  better  opportunities  for  job  place- 
ment and  training  for  our  special  needs  stu- 
dents. 

6.  A  Teaching  and  Learning  About  Aging  Project 
funded  for  $72,000  under  another  federal 
grant  is  leading  to  the  development  of  cur- 
ricula which  will  help  our  students  to  better 
understand  aging  and  the  aged,  a  concern  for 
which  the  whole  society  is  becoming  more 
sensitive. 

7.  A  community  radio  station  (WHAB-FM,  89.1 
on  your  dial)  has  been  instituted  through  gen- 
erous donations  of  civic  minded  Acton  and 
Boxborough  residents  and  the  services  of 
countless  community  volunteers.  It  is  being 
used  for  both  educational  and  community 
functions.  Over  75  students  are  learning  to  use 
their  communications  skills  and  becoming 
more  familiar  with  electronic  media,  another 
facet  of  our  modern  world. 

Acton-Boxborough  has  good  reason  to  take  pride 
in  its  schools.  All  that  has  been  described  is  evidence  of 
an  excellent  school  system.  We  expect  the  self- 
evaluation  of  the  Senior  High  School  taking  place  this 
school  year  and  the  evaluation  of  the  Visiting 
Committee  from  the  New  England  Association  of 
Schools  and  Colleges  next  November  to  both  verify 
that  excellence  and  suggest  ways  we  can  continue  to 
improve. 

Report  of  The  Principal 
of  The  Acton-Boxborough 
Regional  High  School 

Dr.  Lawrence  E.  McNulty 

The  population  explosion  experienced  by  the 
towns  of  Acton  and  Boxborough  in  the  late  1960  s  and 
early  1970's  has,  as  we  all  know,  changed  in  the  past 
four  years.  Student  population  has  shrunk  nationwide 
in  recent  years.  Oddly  enough,  however,  the 
A.B.R.H.S.  population  remains  stable  despite 
elementary  school  population  declines.  The  sudent 
population  of  A.B.R.H.S.,  as  of  November,  1979  was 
1555,  up  thirteen  students  from  1978.  The  high  school 
facility,  one  of  which  the  townspeople  of  Acton  and 
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Boxborough  can  be  justifiably  proud,  provides  an 
outstanding  educational  setting  and  atmosphere  for 
our  high  school  students. 

Academically,  A.B.R.H.S.  continues  to  warrant 
the  respect  and  admiration  of  college  admission 
officers.  Approximately  76%  of  the  graduating  class 
pursued  futher  education  in  September,  1979  in  over 
thirty  different  states  around  the  country.  Of  the  341 
graduating  seniors,  33%  qualified  for  the  National 
Honor  Society,  sixteen  students  won  commendation  by 
the  National  Merit  Scholarship  Corporation  (NMSC), 
nine  were  semi-finalists,  five  were  finalists,  and  five 
students  won  an  NMSC  scholarship  (A.B.R.H.S.  was 
the  only  high  school  in  the  nation  with  five  NMSC 
winners  in  1979).  The  NMSC  winners  in  1979  were: 
James  Wylie  Donald  (Rice  University),  Andrew  Gratz 
(Princeton  University),  John  S.  Montrym  (M.I.T.), 
Dell  Marie  Nelson  (U.  of  Mass.),  Gregory  Zollner 
(M.I.T.) 

In  terms  of  curriculum,  A.B.R.H.S.  continues  to 
be  a  comprehensive  secondary  school.  The  curriculum 
consisted  of  221  different  course  offerings  during  the 
1978-79  school  year.  Constant  evaluation  and 
appraisal  takes  place  in  order  to  insure  relevant  course 
offerings  and  the  proper  utilization  of  staff ,  buildings, 
equipment  and  instructional  materials.  We  feel  that 
our  current  curriculum  is  comprehensive,  relevant, 
challenging,  and  one  that  insures  academic  standards 
of  the  highest  caliber. 

The  extracurricular  program  at  the  high  school 
has  expanded  over  the  years  and  now  consists  of 
interscholastic  athletics  (33  teams),  intramurals, 
student  government  activities,  fine  arts  activities,  and 
a  variety  of  special  interest  clubs.  In  1979 
approximately  1500  students  participated  in  one  or 
more  extracurricular  activities.  Highlighting  the  1978 
79  extracurricular  activities  was  the  athletic  program, 
which  resulted  in  eight  league  championships  and  a 
very  high  rating  in  the  Boston  Globe's  Dalton  Trophy 
won/loss  rating  system  (second  of  76  in  Division  II). 
Other  individual  and  team  honors  were  garnered  by 
the  A.B.R.H.S.  Debate  and  Mathematics  Teams. 
Further  highlights  were  provided  by  the  Fine  Arts 
Program  which  included  a  Fine  Arts  weekend,  eleven 
drama  productions,  an  art  exhibit  and  an  art  show, 
thirty  concerts,  a  musical,  twenty  students  selected  for 
the  Northeast  Festival  Band,  Chorus,  Concert  Choir 
and  Orchestra  (nine  A.B.R.H.S.  students  were  awarded 
all-state  honors),  and  the  A.B.R.H.S.  state  play  entry 
received  an  ensemble  all-star  cast  selection  in  the 
regional  drama  festival. 

Perhaps  the  finest  addition  to  the  high  school 
program  this  past  year  was  the  introduction  of  the 
A.B.R.H.S.  Community  Access  Radio  Station 
(WHAB,  FM,  89.1),  which  went  on  the  air  in  August, 


1979.  A  total  of  79  students,  under  the  tutelage  of  Mr. 
Don  Gilberti  and  a  host  of  volunteer  parents,  have 
made  our  radio  station  an  outstanding  success. 

Report  of  The  Principal 
of  The  Acton-Boxborough 
Regional 
Junior  High  School 

Mr.  Clifford  C.  Card 

When  school  opened  in  September,  there  was  a 
total  of  813  students  in  grades  seven  and  eight. 
Another  eighth  grade  interdisciplinary  team  was 
added  this  year  which  means  that  for  1979-80 
approximately  one  half  of  the  student  body  is  assigned 
to  a  team  while  the  other  half  remains  in  the  more 
traditional  schedule  with  both  alternatives  offering  a 
similar  curriculum. 

Another  change  that  is  in  the  process  of  being 
implemented  is  the  addition  of  units  of  study  on 
computer  math.  With  the  purchase  of  a  PDP11-34 
computer,  it  is  now  possible  for  students  to  work  with 
one  of  the  five  terminals  located  at  the  Junior  High 
School.  Though  the  computer  itself  is  located  at  the 
High  School,  Junior  High  students  may  utilize  its 
capabilities  on  a  regular  basis;  this  is  an  important 
factor  in  the  development  of  a  curriculum  tailored  to 
prepare  students  for  math  in  this  age  of  technology. 

Another  intersting  addition  to  the  curriculum  has 
been  the  formalization  of  field  trip  policies  within  the 
Social  Studies  Department.  Each  trip  is  carefully 
planned  so  that  students  are  aware  before  leaving 
the  school  what  the  purpose  of  the  trip  is  and  what 
they  are  expected  to  learn  on  the  trip.  All  trips  have  a 
critique  in  the  classroom  upon  their  return  so  that  the 
students  may  share  their  experiences  with  one  another 
and  to  enable  the  staff  to  monitor  the  effectiveness  of 
them. 

Because  extra-curricular  activities  play  an 
important  part  in  the  development  of  junior  high 
school  age  students,  there  has  been  an  attempt  to  offer 
a  wide  range  of  opportunities  in  different  settings. 
Along  with  the  traditional  varsity  sports,  we  are 
making  an  effort  to  expand  the  intramural  program. 
For  instance,  this  past  fall  almost  one  quarter  of  the 
student  body  was  involved  in  the  intramural  basketball 
league.  The  rest  of  the  students  followed  the  ups  and 
downs  of  their  favorite  teams  on  the  "radio'' 
announcements  on  the  days  following  the  games. 

On  the  academic  side,  students  now  have  an 
opportunity  to  work  with  a  parent  volunteer,  Mr. 
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Richard  Lynch,  who  is  an  editor  for  D.  C.  Heath  and 
Company.  Though  not  involving  great  numbers  of 
students,  it  does  encourage  students  to  express 
themselves  in  creative  writing  projects  outside  the 
classroom.  Another  group  is  involved  in  sharpening 
their  skills  at  the  chess  board.  Thomas  Garber, 
another  parent  volunteer,  hopes  they  will  be  good 
enough  to  participate  in  the  chess  matches  being 
sponsored  by  other  junior  high  schools  in  the  area. 

The  Math  Team,  made  up  of  the  top  twenty-five 
math  students  at  the  Junior  High  School,  is  already 
involved  in  area  matches  competing  with  such  towns  as 
Lexington,  Concord  and  North  Andover.  This  "varsity 
team"  may  not  draw  as  many  spectators  as  some  of  our 
sports  teams,  but  the  spirit  runs  just  as  high  and  the 
demands  are  just  as  great. 

If  a  student's  interest  is  history  rather  than  math, 
he  may  want  to  join  the  Local  History  Club  being 
sponsored  by  a  new  staff  member,  Mr.  Warren  Pope. 
This  group  has  already  sponsored  an  artifacts 
identification  contest  that  over  one  hundred  students 
and  faculty  entered,  with  prizes  being  awarded  to  the 
winners.  For  the  balance  of  the  year,  these  students 
will  be  studying  local  history  and  participating  in  field 
trips. 

Students  wishing  to  develop  further  interest  in  the 
arts  may  become  involved  in  some  of  the  activities 
sponsored  by  the  Fine  Arts  Department.  This  might 
take  the  form  of  working  on  a  poster,  throwing  a  pot, 
getting  involved  in  the  Arts  Weekend  to  be  held  in  the 
spring  or  even  entering  the  art  contest  being  sponsored 
by  the  Town  of  Acton  and  Town  Report  Committee. 

Though  it  is  impossible  to  fully  explore  in  depth 
all  of  the  opportunities  offered  students  at  the  Junior 
High  School,  this  does  give  the  reader  a  chance  to 
know  a  little  of  the  "extras"  that  are  available  to  our 
815  junior  high  age  students. 

Report  of  The 
Fine  Arts  Department 

Mr.  Henry  W.  Wegiel 

Students  in  the  Regional  Schools  presented 
numerous  art  exhibits,  drama  productions,  and 
various  musical  programs  and  concerts.  Highlighting 
the  year  were  the  major  musical  productions 
"Calamity  Jane"  at  the  Junior  High  School  and  "The 
M  usic  Man  at  the  Senior  High.  The  Fine  Arts 
Festivals  presented  in  the  spring  at  both  schools 
exhibited  work  in  all  mediums  of  art,  and  offered 
students  the  opportunity  to  express  qualities  of  beauty 
and  creativity  that  are  possible  only  in  the  fine 
arts. 


Report  of  The  Coordinator 
of  Pupil  Personnel  Services 

Mr.  William  Petkewich 

During  1979  the  Pupil  Personnel  Services  has 
continued  to  provide  a  variety  of  special  education  and 
supportive  services  to  Acton  and  Acton- Boxborough 
students  through  the  Career  Education,  Counseling. 
Reading,  Special  Education  and  Speech  and 
Language  Programs.  A  bilingual  education  program 
for  students  whose  primary  language  is  not  English  was 
initiated  early  in  the  current  school  year  for  students  at 
the  Conant  and  Junior  High  Schools.  Initiation  of  a 
comparable  tutorial  program  at  the  Douglas  School 
and  the  High  School  is  planned  for  January  1980. 

In  the  area  of  special  education,  there  has  been  a 
continuing  emphasis  on  the  development  of  additional 
services  at  the  secondary  school  level.  Through  the  use 
of  federal  funds,  the  resource  room  programs  have 
been  expanded  and  an  occupational  training  program 
at  the  high  school  has  started.  An  alternative  high 
school  program  developed  by  the  Concord  Area 
Special  Education  Collaborative  has  also  provided  a 
new  service  to  Acton-Boxborough  students. 


Christine  Vervoort's  photo  was  taken  at  f8  with  a 
seven-second  exposure. 
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As  a  result  of  these  new  program  options,  it  has 
been  possible  for  the  first  time  to  reduce  the  number  of 
students  who  were  previously  tuitioned  to  other 
schools. 

Psychological  services  -  a  part-time  school 
psychologist  is  also  an  addition  supported  by  federal 
funds.  Also,  with  federal  occupational  education 
funds,  resource  materials  and  the  use  of  MOIS 
(Massachusetts  Occupational  Information  Services),  a 
computerized  occupational  and  educational 
information  system,  are  available  to  secondary  level 
students  through  the  Career  Education  program. 

Members  of  the  Reading  Department  are 
currently  involved  with  other  school  staff  in 
formulating  plans  for  the  implementation  of  the  new 
state  minimum  competency  requirements.  It  is 
anticipated  that  his  new  law  will  potentially  have 
substantial  impact  on  the  reading  program  and  staff. 

At  the  Conant  School,  additional  students  are 
receiving  support  through  the  Fitchburg  State  College 
"Fusion  Program".  In  this  program,  college  students 
work  in  a  tutorial  capacity  under  the  direction  of  the 
Reading  Specialist. 

The  Speech  and  Language  staff  has  collaborated 
with  Boston  University  in  the  development  and 
presentation  of  an  in-service  training  series  which  has 
been  offered  to  staff  from  Acton  and  other  school 
districts  within  the  CASE  Collaborative.  This 
department  is  also  in  the  process  of  preparation  for  the 
evaluation  by  the  American  Speech  and  Hearing 
Association  which  is  required  every  five  years  for 
continued  accreditation. 

New  staff  assignments  during  the  1979-80  school 
year  include:  Secretaries  -  Patricia  Barry,  Phyllis 
Biron,  Kathleen  Gates;  Career  Education  Specialist  - 
John  Jablonski;  School  Psychologist  -  Dr.  Judith 
Singer;  Counseling  -  Adele  Traniello,  Junior  High 
School;  Special  Education  -  High  School  -  Lynn 
Dziekan,  Lauri  Gellman,  Barbara  Klein;  Junior  High 
School  -  Jeannine  Morte;  and  Gates  School  -  Mary 
Taylor;  Speech  and  Language  -  Conant/Merriam 
School  -  Debra  Bennett. 

Report  From  The 
Coordinator  of  The  Acton- 

Boxborough  Community 
Education  Program 

Mr.  William  L.  Ryan 

The  Acton- Boxborough  Community  Education 
Program  serves  as  a  link  between  the  residents  of 
Acton  and  Boxborough  and  the  Public  Schools,  and 
all  residents  are  urged  to  partake  in  the  wide  variety  of 
educational  programs  and  activities  that  are  offered  to 


tne  community.  Many  programs  and  activities  are 
determined  by  your  neighbors  serving  on  the 
Community  Education  Advisory  Committee. 

Residents  are  welcome  to  attend  the  Advisory 
Committee  meetings  which  are  held  on  the  first 
Wednesday  of  each  month  from  7:30  to  9:30  p.m.  at 
the  Acton-Boxborough  Regional  High  School  Faculty 
Room.  New  residents  are  encouraged  to  visit  the 
Community  Education  office  located  in  the  main 
lobby  of  the  Junior  High  School  to  learn  of  the 
different  educational,  recreational,  cultural  and 
community  opportunities  that  are  available  in  Acton- 
Boxborough.  These  activities  are  also  described  in  the 
Community  Education  newspaper  "INTERACTION" 
which  is  mailed  for  times  yearly  to  all  Acton-Box- 
borough residents. 

During  the  past  three  and  one-half  years  the 
Acton-Boxborough  Community  Education  Advisory 
Committee  has  played  an  important  role  in  the 
development  of  the  following  ten  programming  areas: 

1.  THE  COMMUNITY  EDUCATION  EVE- 
NING PROGRAM  (Initiated  in  January, 
1976): 

Over  three  hundred  and  seventy-five  (375) 
evening  courses  for  children  and  adults  of- 
fered during  the  fall,  winter,  spring  and  sum- 
mer terms.  Courses  are  offered  in  music,  art, 
drama,  crafts,  literature,  practical  skills,  busi- 
ness, foreign  languages,  recreation,  etc. 

2.  THE  COMMUNITY  EDUCATION  DAY 
PROGRAM  (Initiated  in  January,  1976): 

Over  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  (125) 
day  courses  offered  throughout  the  year  in  the 
same  areas  as  evening  courses  and  located  in 
churches,  social  service  agencies  and  instruc- 
tors' homes  throughout  the  Acton-Boxborough 
community. 

3.  THE  COLLEGE  PROGRAM  (Initiated  in 
January,  1976): 

Approximately  one  hundred  and  twenty 
(120)  undergraduate  and  graduate  level  col- 
lege courses  offered  during  the  fall,  spring  and 
summer  terms  from  Boston  University  and 
Middlesex  Community  College. 

4.  THE  COMMUNITY  EDUCATION  PRE- 
SCHOOL AND  CHILD  DEVELOPMENT 
PROGRAM  (Initiated  in  September,  1976): 

Over  fifty  pre  school  children  enrolled 
during  the  academic  year  in  two  separate 
pre  school  programs.  Approximately  twenty 
high  school  students  also  participate  as  teacher 
aides  in  the  program  for  the  full  academic 
year.  The  pre  school  teacher  instructs  a  fully 
accredited  course  in  child  development  for 
those  high  school  students  who  participate  in 
the  programs. 
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5.  THE  COMMUNITY  EDUCATION  EX- 
TENDED DAY  PROGRAM  AND  CHILD 
DEVELOPMENT  COURSE  (Initiated  in 
September,  1978): 

The  Extended  Day  Program  offers  the 
children  of  working  parents  and  single  parents 
the  opportunity  to  participate  in  a  variety  of 
after-school  activities  including:  arts  and  crafts, 
games  and  recreation,  cooking,  woodworking 
and  tutoring  by  high  school  students  who  par- 
ticipate in  the  program  as  aides.  High  school 
students  participate  in  the  program  for  the 
full  academic  year  and  take  an  accredited 
academic  course  in  Child  Development.  The 
program  is  housed  at  McCarthy-Towne  Ele- 
mentary School. 

6.  THE  COMMUNITY  EDUCATION  SUM  - 
MER DAY  CAMP  (Initiated  in  July,  1977): 

An  opportunity  for  three  hundred  (300) 
children  to  participate  in  a  six-week  summer 
day  camp  at  the  Merriam  Elementary  School. 
Children  participate  in  a  wide  variety  of  ac- 
tivities daily  including:  swimming,  games  and 
recreation,  arts  and  crafts,  music  and  drama, 
science  and  nature  and  field  trips. 

7.  THE  ACTON  COMMUNITY  GARDENS 
PROGRAM  (Initiated  in  May,  1976)  (Co- 
sponsored  with  the  Acton  Conservation  com- 
mission): 

One  hundred  and  twenty-five  (125)  garden 
plots  are  available  to  local  residents  at  two  gar- 
den sites  located  in  North  and  South  Acton. 

8.  A-B JAMBOREE: 

A-B  JAMBOREE  is  a  two-day  festival  of 
art  and  entertainment  presented  in  the  buildings 
and  on  the  grounds  of  the  Regional  Schools  dur- 
ing the  first  weekend  of  August.  The  festival  pre- 
sents a  two-day  continuum  of  arts,  crafts, 
music,  dance,  theater,  athletics,  games,  avia- 
tion, food  and  special  events  capped  each 
evening  with  a  professional  presentation  in  the 
performing  arts.  A-B  JAMBOREE  is  a  reg- 
ional showcase  for  the  community  education 
process  and  another  demonstration  of  what 
commitment  and  involvement  by  townspeople 
can  do  to  enrich  the  life  of  their  community. 
During  A-B  JAMBOREE  1979,  over  one  hun- 
dred residents  volunteered  their  time  and 
talents  under  the  leadership  of  JAMBOREE 
Coordinator  Jack  Ormsbee  to  make  the  fes- 
tival a  success.  Approximately  10,000  persons 
participated  in  the  festival. 

9.  SCHEDULING  OF  SCHOOL  FACILITIES 
(Transferred  to  Community  Education  Office 
in  May,  1979): 


The  scheduling  of  all  school  facilities  for 
after-school  use  is  handled  by  the  Community 
Education  Office.  School  or  community  groups 
interested  in  using  school  facilities  should  call 
the  office  at  263-2607. 

10.  LOCAL  COMMUNITY  SER  VICE  PROJECTS: 

A.  Social  Club  for  Handicapped  Young  Adults 
(Initiated  in  January,  1976): 

Meets  every  Friday  evening  at  the  High 
School  throughout  the  school  year.  Funding  is 
made  available  by  the  Acton  Rotary  Club, 
Acton  Center  Congregational  Church  and  the 
Minuteman  Association  for  Retarded  Citizens. 

B.  Conference  of  Local  Community  Agen- 
cies (Initiated  in  February.  1976): 

Meets  twice  a  year  in  an  attempt  to  facili- 
tate better  communication  and  cooperation 
among  local  organizations  and  agencies. 

C.  Community  Calendar 

(In  cooperation  with  the  Acton  Junior 
Women's  Club  Initiated  in  September, 
1977): 

A  complete  listing  of  all  communitv  ac- 
tivities and  events  mailed  out  each  month  to 
all  Acton-Boxborough  organizations  and 
agencies. 

D.  The  Community  Issues  Forum  'Shaping 
Acton's  Future"  (Initiated  in  May,  1977): 

An  ongoing  series  of  lectures,  workshops, 
special  projects  and  task  forces  dealing  with  a 
variety  of  community  issues.  Made  possible  by 
a  two-year  grant  from  the  Massachusetts 
Foundation  for  the  Humanities  and  Public 
Policy,  This  program  is  continuing  on  an  in- 
formal basis. 

E.  Slide-Tape  Show  "THIS  IS  ACTON "  (Ini- 
tiated injanuary,  1978): 

A  thirty-minute  audio-visual  presentation 
covering  Acton's  past  and  present.  (Available 
for  use  by  any  Acton-Boxborough  groups, 
agencies  or  organizations.)  Made  available  by 
the  Acton  Business  and  Professional  Associa- 
tion, the  Middlesex  Institution  for  Savings, 
Digital  Equipment  Corporation  and  the  Acton 
Rotary. 

F.  Acton-Boxborough  COMMUNITY  RADIO 
STATION  (Initiated  fund-raising  in  Janu- 
ary, 1978  and  the  station  became  opera- 
tional during  the  fall  of  1979.): 

Through  the  efforts  of  the  Superinten- 
dent's Office,  the  Community  Education  Office 
and  the  High  School  Audio-Visual  Depart- 
ment, approximately  $14,000.00  has  been 
raised  from  local  businesses,  corporations 
and  private  contributions  for  the  establish- 
ment of  the  Acton-Boxborough  Community 
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Radio  Station.  The  Station  is  housed  in  the 
Acton- Boxborough  Regional  High  School  un- 
der the  supervision  of  A-V  Director  Mr. 
Donald  Gilberti,  and  it  is  our  hope  that  both 
students  and  adults  will  share  in  the  day-to-day 
operation  of  the  station. 

Community  Education  programs  have  made  an 
important  contribution  to  the  lives  of  many  of  the 
residents  of  the  Acton- Boxborough  community.  But 
community  education  is  a  two  way  street  —  an  inter- 
action. It  does  not  just  involve  people  taking  courses 
or  participating  in  programs  for  their  own  benefit.  It 
also  offers  people  the  opportunity  to  serve  their  com- 
munity. The  hope  is  that  many  people  will  see  fit  to 
take  advantage  of  these  chances  to  help  improve  the 
community  and  the  life  of  those  within. 

For  the  third  year  in  a  row,  Community  Educa- 
tion Coordinator  Bill  Ryan  has  notified  Mr.  Raymond 
Grey,  Superintendent  of  Schools,  that  the  Community 


Education  Program  would  not  be  requesting  any  funds 
for  the  1980-81  fiscal  year. 

ACTON-BOXBOROUGH  COMMUNITY 
EDUCA  TIONAD  VISOR  Y  COMMITTEE 
Mr.  John  W.  Putnam,  Chairperson 
Mr.  Earl  Steeves,  Vice  Chairperson 
Mrs.  Vanetta  Hunter,  Secretary 
Ms.  Janice  Butler 
Mrs.  Judith  Cadieux 
Mrs.  Selma  Garber 
Mrs.  Marsha  Gratz 
Mrs.  Joan  Huntley 
Mrs.  Carol  Lake 
Mr.  Jack  Ormsbee 

Mr.  Bill  Ryan 
Mr.  Mark  Sigman 
Mrs.  Catherine  Trainor 
SCHOOL  COMMITTEE  REPRESENTATIVES 
Mr.  John  Herrmann 
Mrs.  Cindy  Kramer 
Mr.  Dennis  Kuipers 
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Class  of  1979 


Joanne  L.  Ahner 
Faith  Alexander 
Karen  M.  Alexander 
Jeanne  Allard 
Tracy  A.  Alvanos 
Joseph  F.  Anderson 
Melanie  A.  Arruda 
Paul  M.  Bachman 
Linda  Baczkowski 
DavidJ.  Barrus 
Keith  H.  Batchelder 
Denise  M.  Beaudoin 
Debra  Belson 
C.  Robert  Bender,  II 
Paul  A.  Berger 
Debra  J.  Bergin 
Cristine  Bergquist 
Joseph  B.  Berman 
Robert  A.  Bernstein 
Duncan  Jeffrey  Berry 
Leslie  R.  Birt 
Fiona  Blackshaw 
Gretchen  Blocher 
Michael  D.  Bodde 
Sandra  E.  Bortz 
Mary  T.  Bowe 
Stephen  T.  Bowers 
Laurie  Boyden 
Susan  D.  Braidman 
Brian  W.  Bramall 
Kimberly  A.  Branon 
Charles  Breer 
Sandra  Y.  Briggs 
Robert  W.  Brooke 
Cynthia  C.  Brown 
Cynthia  E.  Brown 
Karen  M.  Bryant 
Mary  E.  Burke 
Sharon  L.  Burns 
Joanne  A.  Butler 
Craig  Andrew  Cadieux 
Joanne  M.  Caldwell 
Edward  S.  Campbell 
Judi  F.  Campobasso 
Dianna  C.  Carlson 
John  Carroll 
Mary  Ann  Cash 
David  P.  Chiasson,  Jr. 
Heidi  A.  Christensen 
Paul  C.  Claesson 
Heather  A.  Clark 
Ian  R.  Clark 
Ann  Marie  Clarke 


Martha  L.  Clary 
Laura  Lee  Clerico 
Rebecca  Cobb 
Karin  P.  Connelly 
Stephen  A.  Connor 
MarkJ.  Conoby 
Cheryl  Ann  Conroy 
Michael  A.  Cormier 
Linda  J.  Costello 
Patricia  Louise  Coughlan 
Christopher  Coughlin 
Raymond  V.  Coutu 
Jennifer  A.  Coxen 
Kathleen  A.  Cronin 
Jon  B.  Davis 
Peter  Q.  Day 
Celeste  DeCosta 
Patricia  L.  Delaney 
Dena  Lynn  DeSimio 
Robert  J.  Desmond 
Zuzana  Dobes 
James  Wylie  Donald 
Deborah  A.  Donovan 
Douglas  C.  Doskocil 
Michael  Downing 
Carolynn  R.  Driscoll 
Jeffrey  C.  Dudley 
Michael  G.  Durben 
Katherine  M.  Duren 
Lori  Ellero 
DouglasJ.  Emmons 
Christina  L.  Evans 
Janet  K.  Evans 
Ann  M.  Fairbrother 
Matthew  T.  Falvey 
Elizabeth  A.  Farley 
John  B.  Farrell,  Jr. 
WilliamJ.  Farrell 
Edward  Ferguson 
Ellen  P.  Ferrara 
Carol  A.  Fink 
Christine  Fisher 
William  A.  Fitzgerald 
Lisa  K.  Flynn 
Mary  Linda  Flynn 
William  W.  Folsom 
Diane  M.  Forester 
Robert  F.  Franz,  III 
Jeffrey  E.  Friedgen 
Erik  Friedman 
Terra  M.  Friedrichs 
Glen  G.  Fullerton 
Julie  A.  Garabedian 


Jonathan  Garber 

KirkJ.  Gerhardt 

James  F.  Gillespie 

Donna  C.  Glencross 

William  M.  Glode 

Alyce  C.  Glover 

Wendy  Elizabeth  Gogolski 

Carolyn  A.  Goller 

Christopher  David  Gonzalez 

Robert  Gordon 

Andrew  J.  Gratz 

Robert  Gray 

Mark  A.  Green 

Kelly  Jean  Grieman 

Mary  R.  Gringeri 

Heidi  J.  Grosse 

Gail  Marian  Grotheer 

Robert  Guerette 

Eugene  L.  Gustafson 

Karen  A.  Gustafson 

Heikki  Mikko  Haapsamo 

Rebecca  C.  Hall 

Karilyn  Hammer 

Anne  M.  Harrington 

Maureen  Ann  Harrington 

Charles  P.  Hartwell 

Cynthia  A.  Heaney 

Scott  P.  Henderson 

Candace  Hergenrother 

Leon  D.  Hesch 

Carol  J.  Higgins 

Susan  Higgins 

Cynthia  L.  Hill 

Sharon  F.  Hill 

Susan  M.  Hio-Sequeira 

Michael  Hone 

Lynette  E.  Home 

Carl  B.  Howes 

Vanetta  E.  Hunter 

Angela  Marie  Inferrera 

Susan  E.  Janssen 

Lisa  A.  Jeanjaquet 

Robert  Jeanjaquet 

Dean  Johnson 

Elizabeth  L.Johnson 

Lisa  A.  Johnson 

Peter  D.  Johnson 

Robert  Johnson 

Carolann  F.Jones 

Laura  A. Jones 

Francis  Joyner 

Zoanne  Elizabeth  Kangas 

James  M.  Karkane 
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Natalie  Moritz's  photo  was  taken  at  f8  with  a  six-second  exposure,  symbolizing  an  anticipated  transition 
over  untroubled  waters. 


Susan  Fitzpatrick  Kelley 

Markus  Meewes 

Joseph  A.  Sanderson 

William  H.  Kelley 

Allan  J.  Metsky 

Daniel  Joseph  Sanford 

Eileen  Kendrick 

Julie  A.  Miller 

Star  Sargent 

Milton  Kennedy 

Paul  R.  Mills 

Michelle  M.  Savage 

EdwardJ.  Keohan 

John  Montrym 

DanielJ.  Schaefer 

Michael  Keohan 

Paul  A.  Moretti 

Helen  R.  Schell 

Sherry  A.  Kerr 

Christopher  R.  Moritz 

Kevin  H.  Schwartz 

PatrickJ.  Kevill 

Pamela  Lynn  Morrow 

Brenda  S.  Segota 

Michelle  Kicelemos 

Richard  G.  Mulkey 

Sandra  Seifer 

Dana  M.  Kidd 

Kevin  L.  Murphy 

Jan  E.  Shaffer 

Cynthia  Anne  Kilpatrick 

Lorraine  B.  Murray 

James  S.  Shea 

Matthew  C.  King 

D.  Thomas  Musser 

Lisa  A.  Sheehan 

Robert  A.  Klahre 

Bonny  Mustoe 

Terry  D.  Shuttle 

Cheryl  A.  Kough 

Louis  Edward  Mutty 

Robert  J.  Silva,  Jr. 

Elizabeth  L.  Kramer 

Mariangela  D.  Nania 

Patricia  A.  Simeone 

Katherine  A.  Krason 

Dell  Marie  Nelson 

Jeffrey  L.  Smith 

Harriet  L.  Krea 

John  C.  Nelson 

Richard  Smith,  III 

Elizabeth  Kress 

Sandra  Nelson 

Sherry  Smith 

Robert  J.  Lanahan.Jr. 

Sonja  M.  Nelson 

Pamela  M.  Spann 

Cynthia  M.  LaPierre 

Carol  L.  Newcombe 

Robert  Spalding 

Stephen  P.  LaRoche 

Gary  M.  Nicoll 

Julia  M.  Spurr 

Lynne  Leahy 

Carol  E.  Nordstrom 

Susan  M.  Squatrito 

David  B.  Leonard 

Kenneth  Nowokunski 

Panna  Charles  Srethabhakti 
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Linda  J.  Leone 
Paul  A.  Licari 
Kathryn  A.  Linton 
KimberlyS.  Loeschner 
E.  Syler  Longaker 
Brian  Look 

Katherine  Elaine  Lopez 
DianeJ.  Ludovico 
Katherine  M.  Luongo 
Carolann  Lynch 
John  D.  Lynch 
Kathryn  MacDonald 
Daniel  N.  Magnussen 
DanielJ.  Mahoney 
RichardJ.  Makin 
Irina  Malakian 
Andrea  B.  Malcolm 
Robert  S.  Mallard 
Alan  Manchester 
LauraJ.  Manning 
Richard  S.  Marshall 
DonaldJ.  McAlister 
Laureen  E.  McAvoy 
Susan  M.  McBreen 
VinalraeH.  McBride 
D. Shawn  McCann 
Scott  R.  McComb 
Kelley  McDonald 
Patricia  McDonough 
Mark  P.  McGrath 
Maureen  McGuinness 
Glenn  W.  McLea 
William  McPadden 


Joan  M.  Waters 
Lisa  Carole  Watkins 
Nathan  S.  Ware 
David  Weber 
TimothyJ.  Weier 


Robert  B.  Olsen 


Kyong-Yop  O 
Kathleen  M.  Oakland 
Lauran  M.  O'Brien 
John  O'Connor 
Christopher  R.  O'Grady 
Lisa  Ellen  Oldenburg 
Gregory  C.  O'Neil 
R.  James  O'Neil,  Jr. 
Michele  Rene  Patterson 
Pamela  J.  Patterson 
LauraJ.  Patton 
Cynthia  A.  Pierce 
Donna  Alayne  Pell 
Sandra  L.  Penniman 
Guy  F.  Perrault 
Alison  M.  Persson 
William  S.  Peterson 
Candice  Phillips 
Dawn  E.  Phillips 
Gary  Plakias 
Alicia  Carol  Pray 
John  F.  Prendiville 
Denise  M.  Quebec 
Dawn  E.  Quiet 
Martha  Reed 
R.  Steven  Rhodes 
Robert  E.  Rhodes 
Scott  Richter 
Renja  Rickett 
Donald  M.  Robertson 
Laura  Rosenthal 
Jennifer  L.  Royal 
Colleen  Ryan 


Kent  A.  Werst 
Carol  A.  Wespiser 
Robert  H.  Westgate 
Christine  F.  White 
Peter  J.  Whoriskey 


DECEASED 

Ronald  G.  Priest 
David  W.  Smith 


Elizabeth  Steiner 
Matthew  W.  Stevens 
Patricia  L.  Stewart 
Susan  H.  Stewart 
John  E.  Stockton 
Carole  R.  Stutman 
Patricia  A.  Sutherland 
Jacqueline  Frances  Sweeney 
ThomasJ.  Tannuzzo 
Edward  C.  Taylor 
Judith  L.  Taylor 
P.  Douglas  Taylor 
Christopher  teDuits 
John  C.  Thompson 
Suzanne  M.  Tompkins 
Christopher  Trainor 
Mary  Frances  Travers 
Dwayne  Trotter 
Lori  E.  Trow 
Matthew  Turner 
Sanford  R.  Tyler 
Denise  Valentine 
Parker  Vanderhoof 
Paul  A.  Verchot 
William  K.  Vickery 
Wendy  Howe  Volkmann 
David  P.  von  Busch 
Virginia  B.  Vorce 
Kathleen  E.  Walsh 
Kathleen  F.  Walsh 
CarolJ.  Walters 
Kenneth  R.  Ward 
Nancy  B.  Warren 


Mitchell  D.  Wilson 
Wendy  E.  Winfrey 
William  R.  Winnett 
Andrea  D.  Worthley 
Gregory  P.  Zollner 


Stephen  Sandock 
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Acton-Boxborough  Regional  School  District 


Treasurer's  Report,  June  30,  1979 

Cash  Balance,  June  30,  1978  $  817,465.12 

Receipts,  7/1/78  -  6/30/79: 

Town  of  Acton  Assessment   $3,284,862.00 

Town  of  Boxborough  Assessment   371, 727 .00 

State  Aid  for  Construction   442,073.17 

Chapter  71 ,  s.  16D,  Regional  School  Aid   530,459.00 

Chapter  71,  s.  16C,  Transportation   99,325.00 

Chapter  70,  School  Aid   549,276.00 

Chapter  71,  s.B,  Spec.  Needs  Transp   71,706.00 

Tuition  -  State  Wards   312.00 

Rental  of  Facilities   11,094.50 

Miscellaneous  Revenue   42,142.41 

Federal  Withholding  Taxes   565,769.02 

State  Withholding  Taxes   180,729.38 

Teachers' Retirement   159,373.25 

County  Retirement   30,741.90 

Accident  and  Health  Insurance   1,262.94 

A.F.S.C.M.E.  Dues   1,196.00 

Tax  Deferred  Annuities   83,682.54 

MTA  Credit  Union   104,404.50 

Suburban  Credit  Union   7,980.00 

Acton  Education  Association  Dues   18,955.44 

Blue  Cross  nd  Blue  Shield   24,378.37 

Group  Life  Insurance   2.541.21 

E.S.E.A.  Title  IV  B  Library  &  Learning   5,103.04 

P.L.  874,  Federal  Impact   48,338.97 

Title  IV-B.,  Project  Focus   27,600.00 

P.L.  94-142,  Learning  Dis.  Services   16,445.00 

P.L.  94-482,  Vocational  Education   18,890.00 

E.S.E.A.  Title  I   9,903.00 

Summer  School   6,850.00 

Acton-Boxborough  High  School  Library   555.25 

Community  Education   115,865.95 

Community  Education.  Blan'chard  Foundation   4,500.00 

Community  Education  "This  Is  Acton"   115.00 

Community  Education,  "Definition  of  Acton"   1,957.99 

Acton-Boxborough  Community  Radio  Station   7,148.25 

Community  Education,  Jamboree   4,955.00 

School  Athletic  Fund   5,504.75 

School  Lunch  Fund   218,309.51 

Construction  Fund  -  High  School  Addition   28,260.99 

Interest  Earned  on  Short-Term  Investments   60,391 .87 


Total  Receipts  $7,164,686.20 
Total  Beginning  Balance  Plus  Receipts  $7  932  15]  32 

Disbursements,  7/1/78  -  6/30/79: 

Federal  Withholding  Taxes  $  565,769.02 

State  Withholding  Taxes   180  729  38 

Teachers'  Retirement   159  373  25 
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County  Retirement   30,741.90 

Accident-Health  Insurance   1,229.22 

A.F.S.C.M.E.  Dues   1,196.00 

Tax  Deferred  Annuities   77,722.19 

MTA  Credit  Union   104,404.50 

Suburban  Credit  Union   7,980.00 

Acton  Education  Association  Dues   18,955.44 

Blue  Cross  and  Blue  Shield   24,021 .33 

Group  Life  Insurance   2,529.27 

Maintenance  and  Operation  Expenditures   4.910,013.42 

E.S.E.A.  Title  IV-B,  Library  &  Learning   4,944.43 

P.  L.  84-874,  Federal  Impact   13,928.76 

Title  IV-B,  Project  Focus   31,933.96 

P.  L.  94-142,  Learning  Dis.  Services   14,402.02 

P.  L.  94-482,  Vocational  Education   13,997.29 

E.S.E.A.  Title  I   9,481.51 

Summer  School   5,854.00 

Acton- Boxborough  High  School  Library   945.78 

Community  Education   112,478.72 

Community  Education  -  Blanchard  Foundation   4, 1 73.29 

Community  Education,  "This  Is  Acton"   159.28 

Community  Education,  "Definition  of  Acton"   1,975.00 

Acton-Boxborough  Community  Radio  Station   11 ,989.47 

Community  Education  -  Jamboree   2,098.21 

Bridging  the  Gap   768.71 

School  Athletic  Fund   6,501.79 

School  Lunch  fund   225,553.24 

Construction  Fund  -  High  School  Addition   17, 182.48 

Track  Re-Surfacing  Project   52.459.22 

Debt  Service  -  Principal   575,000.00 

Debt  Service  -  Interest   84,250.00 

Athletic  Appropriation   103,093.39 


Total  Disbursements 
Cash  Balance  6/30/79 


$7,377,835.47 
604,315.85 


TOTAL  ENDING  BALANCE  AND  DISBURSEMENTS 


,982,151.32 


Douglas  W.  Barrus 
Business  Manager/Treasurer 


Sunlight,  shadows,  and  quaint  serenity  (Mark  Higden  photo) 
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Minuteman  Regional  Vocational  Technical 

School  District 


During  1979  the  Minuteman  Tech  School 
Committee  took  steps  to  expand  the  school  district  to 
include  the  towns  of  Bolton,  Lancaster  and  Needham. 
This  was  done  to  help  maintain  an  adequate 
enrollment  base  so  the  school  can  continue  to  provide 
a  broad  spectrum  of  career  exploration  and  technical 
training  opportunities  for  its  students,  to  hold  down 
the  cost  per  student  and  to  provide  more  high  school 
students  with  strong  vocational  training  options. 

The  proposal  for  district  expansion  has  been 
voted  and  approved  bv  Bolton,  Lancaster  and 
Needham  and  by  eight  of  the  twelve  current  member 
towns.  If  all  the  remaining  towns  of  Arlington, 
Boxborough  Lexington  and  Stow  approve  in  the 
spring  of  1980,  the  new  15  town  district  will  become  a 
reality  on  July  1,  1980.  In  addition  to  their  assessment 
for  operating  costs,  based  on  the  number  of  pupils  sent 
to  Minuteman  Tech,  each  new  member  town  will  pay 
a  surcharge  of  $400  per  pupil  per  year  for  ten  years. 
This  will  be  paid  in  lieu  of  any  assignment  of  costs  for 
original  construction  or  equipping  of  the  building. 
This  surcharge  will  be  used  to  reduce  assessments  to 
the  district's  twelve  original  member  towns. 

With  the  completion  of  a  badly-needed  second 
access  road  to  the  school  property,  1979  also  marked 
the  completion  of  the  school  building  project  which 
has  been  underway  since  1972.  An  increased 
reimbursement  of  aid  from  the  state  was  returned  to 
the  towns  to  further  reduce  their  fiscal  year  1980 
assessments  for  Minuteman  costs. 

Minuteman  Tech's  enrollment  has  now  stabilized 
at  1175  to  1200  students  in  its  day  programs,  while  the 
school's  community  education  programs  continue  to 
expand.  Summer  school  enrollment  in  1979  jumped 
68%,  and  a  total  of  753  students  and  adults  from  33 
towns  attended  classes.  During  1979  the  Adult 
Education  enrollment  reached  a  record  high  at  1500 
for  the  spring  and  fall  semesters.  Both  summer  school 
and  adult  education  are  operated  on  a  self-supporting 
basis. 

Again  in  1979  Minuteman  Tech  students  won 
national  recognition  for  the  skills  they  have  learned. 
Eight  students  went  to  Atlanta  in  July  to  compete  in 
the  Vocational  Industrial  Clubs  of  America  United 
States  Skills  Olympics  and  returned  with  four  of  the 
eleven  awards  which  were  won  by  Massachusetts 
vocational  school  students.  Emily  Bobbitt  of  Lincoln 
brought  home  a  bronze  third  place  medal  in  the 
Extemporaneous  Speaking  leadership  competition. 


John  Eleftherakis  of  Lexington,  the  valedictorian 
of  Minuteman  Tech's  Class  of  1979,  won  third  place  in 
the  Job  Interview  competition.  Joe  Peters  of  Acton 
received  a  Certificate  of  Merit  in  the  Air  Conditioning 
competition  and  Kevin  Hurley  of  Arlington  received  a 
Certificate  of  Merit  in  the  Electrical  competition.  The 
skills  competitions  in  which  these  students  participated 
involved  6,000  top  students  from  vocational-technical 
schools  throughout  the  United  States. 

To  further  promote  excellence  in  its  student 
body,  Minuteman  Tech  established  a  new  program  in 
the  fall  of  1979  called  Prep  Tech.  It  is  designed  for 
students  who  have  demonstrated  a  very  high  level  of 
academic  excellence  and  who  can  benefit  from  a 
rigorous  academic  and  technologically  oriented  high 
school  education.  Most  of  the  Prep  Tech  students  plan 
to  seek  admission  to  well  known  technical  colleges  or 
institutes. 

Another  first  for  Minuteman  Tech  in  1979  was  an 
international  exchange  program  which  brought  110 
athletes  and  coaches  from  Belgium  to  stay  with 
Minuteman  Tech  families  for  11  days  in  April.  The 
Belgians  competed  and  swapped  expertise  with 
Minuteman  Tech  athletes  in  soccer,  basketball  and 
volleyball.  The  second  half  of  the  exchange  took  place 
in  August  when  103  Minuteman  Tech  athletes  and 
staff  flew  to  Belgium  for  16  memorable  days  of  athletic 
competition  and  sightseeing.  Minuteman  Tech's  boys 
basketball  team  returned  home  with  the  Tervuren 
Basketball  Tournament  trophy  and  an  undefeated 
record. 

In  June  1979  Minuteman  Tech  graduated  its 
second  senior  class.  Sixty-three  percent  of  the 
graduates  went  to  work  in  the  trade  for  which  they  had 
been  trained  or  in  a  related  field  and  27  percent  went 
on  to  further  education  at  two-year  or  four-year 
colleges  or  vocational  institutes.  The  remaining  ten 
percent  of  the  graduates  entered  the  military  service  or 
took  jobs  out  of  their  trade  area. 

At  Minuteman  Tech  there  are  now  49  students 
majoring  in  non-traditional  shops.  These  include  girls 
majoring  in  areas  such  as  printing,  auto  mechanics, 
welding  and  cabinetmaking  as  well  as  boys  majoring  in 
cosmetology  and  health  occupations.  The  school  has 
established  a  support  group  for  these  students  in  order 
that  they  may  share  experiences,  discuss  problems  and 
hear  outside  speakers  on  topics  such  as  affirmative 
action,  employment  opportunities  and  working 
conditions  for  people  in  non-traditional  jobs.  A  review 
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Minuteman  Tech  photo 

of  the  entire  school's  curriculum  and  textbooks  for 
stereotyping  and  sex  bias  is  now  underway,  and 
manuals  are  being  developed  for  each  vocational  shop 
which  will  deal  with  techniques  for  eliminating  sex 
discrimination. 

Another  issue  which  has  received  a  great  deal  of 
attention  at  Minuteman  Tech  during  1979  is  energy. 
Utilizing  the  expertise  of  staff  members  and 
consultants,  the  school  has  taken  many  steps  to  make 
its  heating  and  air  conditioning  systems  more  efficient. 
An  Energy  Review  Committee  representing  the  staff, 
school  committee  and  parents  is  meeting  regularly  to 
review  specific  energy  saving  alternatives  in  areas  such 
as  the  school  calendar,  transportation,  facility  use, 
work  schedules  for  staff  and  air  and  light  standards 
and  practices.  The  school  has  already  reduced  its  use 
of  energy  by  one-third. 

The  Energy  Review  Committee  is  studying  the 
educational,  financial  and  energy  saving  implications, 
as  well  as  the  human  factors  involved  in  a  number  of 


alternatives.  This  information  is  then  being  passed 
along  to  the  School  Committee  for  its  decisions. 

There  were  several  changes  in  the  Minuteman 
Tech  School  Committee  during  1979.  Denise  L. 
Wooster  of  Stow  resigned  and  was  replaced  by  Robert 
T.  Schrader  who  later  moved  out  of  state.  His 
successor  is  Paul  Christopher.  Francis  X.  Callahan  was 
appointed  to  replace  Rico  A.  Merluzzo  of  Arlington 
who  had  been  a  member  of  the  Committee  for  six 
years  and  served  as  chairman  and  vice-chairman, 
providing  strong  support  for  growth  in  industry-school 
cooperation.  The  Committee  wishes  to  thank  these 
former  members  for  their  dedicated  service. 

The  Minuteman  Regional  Vocational  Technical 
School  Committee  District 

Term 
expires: 

Acton,  John  W.  Putnam  (1982) 
Arlington,  Francis  X.  Callahan  ( 1982) 
Belmont,  Henry  L.  Hall,  Jr.,  Vice-Chairman  ( 1980) 
Boxborough,  John  J.  Shimkus  (1982) 
Carlisle,  Kenneth  L.  Bilodeau  ( 1982) 
Concord,  Kenneth  Marriner,  Jr. ,  Secretary  ( 1 980) 
Lexington,  Robert  C.  Jackson  ( 1981 ) 
Lincoln,  Ruth  W.  Wales,  Chairman  (1980) 
Stow,  Paul  Christopher  (1981) 
Sudbury,  Donald  D.  Bishop  (1980) 
Wayland,  John  B.  Wilson  (181) 
Weston,  Annette  DiStefano  (1981) 


ENROLLMENT  —  10/1/79 


Post- 


Town 

Grade  9 

Grade  10 

Grade  1 1 

Grade  12 

Graduates 

Total 

Acton 

24 

24 

36 

30 

3 

120 

Arlington 

86 

70 

66 

83 

7 

312 

Belmont 

13 

20 

24 

26 

6 

89 

Boxborough 

4 

14 

6 

4 

0 

28 

Carlisle 

3 

2 

3 

2 

3 

13 

Concord 

12 

21 

16 

12 

3 

64 

Lexington 

26 

36 

32 

35 

4 

133 

Lincoln 

2 

7 

4 

6 

1 

20 

Stow 

13 

20 

15 

14 

1 

63 

Sudbury 

20 

30 

21 

20 

2 

93 

Wayland 

12 

11 

13 

18 

2 

56 

Weston 

2 

1 

3 

3 

0 

9 

Sub-total  217  256  239  256  32  1000 

Tuition  58  59  35  21  16  189 


TOTAL  275  315  274  277  48  1189 

Assessment  for  operating  and  capital  costs  for  7/1/79  to  6/30/80  based  on  the  number  of  students  from  each 
member  town  attending  Minuteman  on  10/1/78  as  a  percentage  of  the  total  number  of  students,  per  section 
V(c)  of  agreement.  Assessment  for  special  operating  costs  based  on  section  IV  (f)  of  agreement. 
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Special 

Capital 

Town 

Per  Cent 

Operating  + 

Operating 

+        (Debt)  = 

Assessment 

11.863 

J>  OH.OUa 

ft    1  1  U7fi 

ft  9  qi  t; 

ft     9.9Q  4QQ 

98  fi.^7 

/  j.f  ,4 

%A  1  4Q 

7  0'44 

SOn  f>49 
OUU, OH Z 

Q  894 

9 fin  ^4 

14  411 

1  T,T  1  1 

9  41  9, 

977  ^^8 

9  %  1  7 

fi.  1  447 

7  an 

ooy 

£.9  7QP. 

1  9H<^ 

%  1  QC<7 

4Q  1 

9QP. 
ZrJO 

9.9  744 

Concord   

0 .  DoU 

i 74  ^n^ 

1  /  -i  ,  DUO 

7  n^9 

1  fil 
1  ,  D  1  D 

1 8^  1  7  1 

i  ^  nsQ 

'^fifi  91  7 

JDO  ,  Z  1  / 

^Q9 
O  ,  O  V  £t 

401  144 

9  87 

7fi  1  Q 1 

/ ,  jot) 

707 
/  u  / 

84  4^4 

Stow  

, ,  5.931 

157, z91 

z.ZOl 

1     /I  C  *7 

1 ,457 

1  CI     AO  C\ 

lbl  ,0z9 

Sudbury  

10.473 

277.746 

9,287 

2,573 

289,606 

vv  ayland  

.  .  o.jsjy 

154,  ODZ 

b.boy 

1  4^14 

i  c  o  no £ 

ibz.yzo 

Weston  

.  .  0.649 

17,212 

1,261 

159 

18,632 

TOTAI  S 

1  00  000% 

$2,652,017 

$127,418 

$24,565 

«9  804  000 

NOTE:  The  total  assessment 

is  $375,052  less 

than  that  for  the  previous  school 

year  even  though  the 

operating  and 

capital  budget  total 

rose  4.6%  from 

$6,479,924  in  1978 

■1979  to  $6,782,100  in  1979-1980 

This  rise  was 

offset  by  increased  aid  and  revenue. 


STATE  AID  RECEIVED  BETWEEN  JULY  1  OF  1978  ANDJUNE  30  OF  1979 
CATEGORY  AMOUNT  RECEIVED 

Transportation  $  205,648 

Chapter  71 ,  16c 

Net  Maintenance   1,155,512 

Chapter  70  (includes  Special  Ed) 

Construction  Grant    1,103,135* 

Chapter  645 

Regional  Aid   206,754 

Chapter  71,16 

TOTAL  $3,071,049 

NOTE:  Aid  and  district  revenue  are  used  to  reduce  assessments  of  costs  to  member  towns. 
*  Additional  S405.281 .00  received  but  committed  to  Fiscal  1980  Budget  for  debt  service. 
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Elaine  Boyden's  sketch  implies  that  the  Town  Accountant's  job  isn't  as  easy  as  most  people  might  think. 
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Board  of  Assessors 


The  Board  of  Assessors  is  a  three  person  board 
that  monitors  and  guides  the  establishment  of  the 
assessed  value  of  all  taxable  real  and  personal  property 
in  the  Town.  It  reviews  and  makes  decisions  on  actions 
taken  by  the  Town's  professional  assessor.  It  also 
reviews  abatement  appeals,  holds  hearings  on  them, 
and  decides  whether  changes  to  the  appealed 
assessments  are  warranted. 

There  were  several  changes  in  the  Assessors 
department  during  1979.  Richard  Remmy,  the 
Chairman  of  the  Board  retired  after  seven  years  of 
service  to  this  department.  Joan  Lindquist  also  retired 
this  year  after  seventeen  years  service  to  the  Town  as 
Executive  Secretary  to  the  Board.  Both  of  these 
dedicated  people  will  be  missed  by  the  Assessing 
Department. 

The  Board  held  regular  monthly  meetings  on  the 
first  Wednesday  of  each  month  at  4:45  p.m.  Several 
work  sessions  and  taxpayer  hearing  sessions  were  also 
held. 


Tax  Rate  Summary 

1.  Gross  amounts  to  be  raised  $  14,230,457.57 

2.  Estimated  receipts  and  available  funds  3,670,242.17 

3.  Net  amount  to  be  raised  by  taxation  10,560,215.40 

4.  Real  property  valuation  350,221,500.00 

5.  Personal  property  valuation  8,969,500.00 

6.  Total  property  valuation  359,191,000.00 

7.  Tax  Rate 

School  18.92 
General  10.48 


Total  29.40 

8.  Real  property  tax  10,296,512.10 

9.  Personal  property  tax  263,703.30 
10.  Total  taxes  levied  on  property  10,560,215.40 

JamesJ.  Kotanchik,  Chairman 
Edward  H.  O'Donoghue  Jr. 

Paul  M.  Wexelblat 
Victor  E.  Stewart,  Assist.  Assessor 


Victor  Stewart,  the  town's  assistant  assessor.  (Kath  Kolowich  photo) 
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Sharlene  Tumminelli,  the  assessors'  office  clerk.  (Kath  Kolowich  photo) 

Ralph  Dodge 

Ralph  Dodge,  Acton's  longtime  assistant  assessor, 
passed  away  last  February  after  a  longterm  illness  had 
forced  him  to  leave  his  position  the  previous  October. 

The  50-year-old  assistant  to  the  Board  of 
Assessors  was  instrumental  in  equalizing  assessments  in 
the  town  during  the  effort  to  bring  it  to  100  percent 
property  revaluation.  He  was  known  around  Town 
1 1  ill  1  as  "the  assessor'  assessor". 

Many  times  his  wit  and  humor  would  defuse  an 
otherwise  tense  meeting  to  hear  why  an  abatement 
should  be  granted  or  why  someone's  assessment  should 
be  lowered.  As  Ralph  himself  would  have  pointed  out, 
no  one  came  to  him  demanding  that  their  assessment 
should  be  raised. 

He  came  to  the  post  in  1970  and  was  a  "devoted 
town  employee,"  according  to  Alfred  Steinhauer,  then 
chairman  of  the  Board  of  Selectmen. 

lie  became  ill  in  April  of  1978,  but  returned  to 
work  that  summer  part-time.  He  helped  hire  his 
successor,  Vic  Stewart,  who  took  over  the  job  in 
October  of  that  same  vear. 

In  a  public  tribute  at  the  time  of  his  passing, 
Steinhauer  praised  Dodge  for  "taking  fire  from  all 
sides"  during  the  changes  in  assessment  procedures 
and  "standing  up  to  it." 

Steinhauer  added,  "It  is  unfortunate  that  he's  not 
able  to  see  the  total  results  of  his  work." 

A  resident  of  Wakefield,  Mass.,  Dodge  was  an 
assessor  for  the  towns  of  Wakefield  and  Saugus  as  well 
as  Acton. 

"In  his  own  right.''  said  Town  Manager 
Christopher  Farrell  when  he  heard  of  Dodge's  death, 
"Ralph  was  the  most  highly  respected  assessor  the 
Commonwealth  has  ever  seen.  We  are  all  very  sad  to 
hear  that  he  has  gone." 


Dodge  is  survived  by  his  wife,  Theresa 
(Hanright),  two  sons,  R.  Steven  of  Derry,  N.H.,  and 
Michael  T.  of  Wakefield,  and  three  daughters,  Mrs. 
Karen  M.  Robertson  of  Rowley,  Mass.,  Mrs.  Maria  J. 
DiAngelis  of  Epping,  N.H.,  and  Mrs.  Judith  F. 
Morand  ofFitchburg,  Mass. 

He  is  also  survived  by  his  mother,  Helen  F.  Dodge 
of  East  Hampton,  N.H. ,  and  four  grandchildren. 

Several  town  officials  and  department  heads 
attended  Dodge's  fundera  in  Wakefield. 


The  late  Ralph  E.  Dodge,  Acton's  longtime 
assistant  assessor.  (Beacon  Communications  photo) 
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Town  Treasurer  &  Town  Collector 


Fiscal  1979  saw  the  continuation  of  automation 
and  intense  collection  efforts  of  delinquent  taxes. 
Fiscal  1979  was  audited  by  Arthur  Anderson  & 
Company.  Their  report  is  included  in  this  book.  One 
of  the  recommendations  deals  with  a  cash 
management  program.  The  1980  Annual  Town 
Meeting  will  be  asked  to  appropriate  funds  for  the 
implementation  of  this  program  by  Arthur  Anderson. 

This  office  has  received  comments  from  residents 
who  have  had  excise  tax  bills  turned  over  to  the 
Deputy  Collector  on  a  prompt  basis  (75  days  after  the 
issuance  of  the  bill)  rather  than  months  after  the 
allowable  time  because  of  non-payment.  The  excise 
tax  bill  is  prepared  by  the  Registry  of  Motor  Vehicles 

■ 


and  we  must  use  their  data  as  the  source  of  our 
collection  efforts.  We  recommend  that  if  a  bill  is 
incorrect  from  your  point  of  view,  you  go  to  the 
Assessor's  Office  for  explanation  or  abatement.  We 
urge  everyone  to  keep  the  Registry  informed  of  their 
current  address  so  that  the  bill  reaches  the  taxpayer 
promptly. 

If  you  have  a  problem  with  any  tax  bill  please 

phone  or  come  to  our  office  in  the  Town  Hall  to 
discuss  it.  We  are  open  Tuesay  evenings  for  those  who 
find  it  difficult  to  come  during  the  day. 

Geoffrey  M.  Weaver 
Town  Treasurer 
&  Town  Collector 


Geoffrey  Weaver,  then  town  treasurer  and  collector,  discusses  financial  matters  with  Helen  Arsenault. 
(Kath  Kolowich  photo) 


BONDED  TOWN  DEBT 

The  following  consolidated  schedule  reflects  the  funded  town  debt  as  at  June  30,  1979. 


All  principal  and  interest  payments  have  been  made  when  due: 


Interest  Rate 

Original 

Unpaid 

Unpaid 

Total 

and  Bond  Issue 

Bonded 

Principal 

Interest 

Bonded 

Town  &  Lower  Schools  Only 

Amount 

Balance 

Payments 

Liability 

3.5%  Douglas  School 

725,000 

245,000 

30,012 

275,012 

4.1%  Gates  School 

1,145,000 

495,000 

91,327 

586,327 

5.7%  Conant  School 

1,625,000 

960,000 

328,320 

1,288,320 

5.0%  Conservation  Land 

96,345 

4,891 

101,236 

5.0%  Sanitary  &  Septic 

407,000 

53,655 

2,609 

4.2%  McCarthy  Towne  School 

750,000 

580,000 

94,920 

731,184 

4.2%  Conservation  &  Recreation 

118,000 

70,000 

7,980 

77,980 

Total  Original  Bonded  Amount 

Total  Unpaid  Principal  Amount 
Total  Unpaid  Interest  Amount 
Total  Bonded  Liability 


4,770,000 


2,500,000 


560,059 


3.060,059 
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Town  Of  Acton  Receipts 
Fiscal  Year  Ended  June  30,  1979 


ACCOUNT 

GENERAL  REVENUE 

TAXES 
Local 

Property 

Tax  Title  Redemptions 

Vessel,  Farm  Animal  Excise 
From  the  State  and  Local  Aid  Fund 

Valuation  Basis 

Programs 
LICENSES  AND  PERMITS 

Alcoholic  Beverage 

All  other 
FINES  AND  FORFEITS 
GRANTS  AND  GIFTS 

Entitlements  -  Federal  Revenue  Sharing  (P.L.  92-512) 
School 

Public  Law  874 

Other 
Other  Purposes 

Conservation 

Other 

Grants  from  State  -  School 

Transportation  (inc.  Cigarette  Tax  Distribution) 

Food  Service  (Lunches) 

Building  Assistance 

Other  School 
Other  Purposes 

Highways  -  Chapter  81  Ch.  616.  Acts  ofl967,  Acts  of  1969 

Library  Aid 

Grants  from  County  -  Dog  Fund 

Gifts  from  Individuals  and  Others 
COMMERCIAL  REVENUE 
SPECIAL  ASSESSMENTS 

Street  and  Sidewalk 
PRIVILEGES 

Motor  Vehicle  Excise 
DEPARTMENTAL 

Manager,  Commission,  Selectmen 

Accountant 

Treasurer 

Collector 

Assessors 

Town  Clerk 

Superintendent  of  Buildings 
Planning  Board 

Other  General  Departments 
PUBLIC  SAFETY 

Police  Department 

Fire  Department 

Sealer  of  Weights  and  Measures 
HEALTH,  SANITATION,  AND  HOSPITALS 

Public  Health  Nursing 

All  Other 


AMOUNT 


9,871,184.70 
24,277.78 
192.83 

314,901.27 
532,795.00 

29,665.32 
52,805.72 
41,616.92 

243,259.00 

34,549.62 
29,501.00 

6,662.69 
200.85 

96,819.00 
67,820.40 
142,830.00 
200.00 

163,110.00 
6,828.38 
1,595.40 
91,144.00 


2,067.88 
1,090,499.37 

675.00 

670.00 
1,036.02 
17,505.80 

172.15 
5,308.65 

398.75 
1,159.50 

357.30 

3,388.50 
3,778.80 
333.00 

38,444.07 
3,947.56 
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HIGHWAYS 

State 

All  Other 
SCHOOLS 

Tuition  from  Municipalities  and  Other  States 

Sale  of  Text  Books  and  Supplies 

Rent  of  Facilities 

Food  Service  (Sale  of  Lunches) 

Other 

VETERAN  S  SERVICES 

Reimbursement  for  Relief 
LIBRARIES 
RECREATION 
UNCLASSIFIED 

Rental  of  Municipal  Property 

Miscellaneous 
CEMETERIES 

Sales  of  Lots  and  Graves 

Care  of  Lots  and  Graves 

Miscellaneous 

INTEREST 

On  Deposits 

On  Taxes  and  Assessments 
On  Public  Trust  Funds 
Public  Assistance 
School 
Library 
Cemetery 

Federal  Revenue  Sharing  (P. L.  92-512) 
Other 

Miscellaneous 
MUNICIPAL  INDEBTEDNESS 

Anticipation  of  Revenue  Loans 

Other  Temporary  Loans 
SINKING  FUNDS 

AGENCY,  TRUST,  AND  INVESTMENT 
District  Taxes 
Licenses  for  the  State 
Dog  Licenses  for  the  County 
Deposits  for  Services 
Payroll  Deductions 

Federal  Withholding  Tax 
State  Withholding  Tax 
Group  Insurance 
Retirement  Fund 
Other 

Perpetual  Care  Funds 
Other  Public  Trust  Funds 
REFUNDS 

General  Governments 

TOTAL  RECEIPTS 


73,931.91 
12,684.55 

24,164.25 
19.00 
23,160.25 
114,349.55 
9.72 

9,878.10 
13,077.05 
43,727.50 

900.00 
249.29 

2,200.00 
1.041.70 
8,678.63 


53,680.46 
38,675.27 

9,067.68 
2,726.75 
3,471.75 

44,055.52 
6,842.12 

30,181.98 
9.01 

6,275,000.00 
30,000.00 
28,972.01 

2.70 
4,112.05 
3,285.95 
31,979.91 

859,134.49 
273,814.25 

42,037.28 
248,658.68 
235,696.13 

61,401.44 
127,785.25 

37,096.61 
$21,697,461.02 
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Town  Accountant 


To  the  Honorable  Board  of  Selectmen  of  Acton: 

I  herewith  submit  my  annual  report  covering  the 
financial  transactions  of  the  town  for  the  year  ended 
June  30,  1979. 

You  will  find  included  in  my  report  a  detailed 
statement  of  the  expenditures  of  each  department  and 

TOWN  OF  ACTON 
STATEMENT  OF  APPROPRIATIONS  AND  DISBURSEMENTS 
JULY  1,  1978  to  JUNE  30,  1979 
APPROPRIATED 

WARRANT  BUDGET  ITEM  OR  AVAILABLE 


tabulated  record  showing  appropriations,  and 
balances,  also  balance  sheet  as  of  June  30,  1979. 

I  have  verified  the  accounts  of  the  Collector  of 
Taxes  and  the  Treasurer  and  have  checked  the  various 
trust  accounts  in  the  custody  of  the  Treasurer. 

W.  Roy  Wetherby 
Town  Accountant 


General  Government: 
Moderator 

1.  Salary 

2.  Expenses 


260.00 
20.00 


DISBURSED 


120.00 
0.00 


BALANCE 


140. 00 
20.00 


Finance  Committee 
3.  Expenses 


200.00 


147.00 


53-00 


Selectmen 

4.  Salaries 

5.  Expenses 

6-  Capital  Outlay 

7-  Legal  Services 

8.  Legal  Service  Expenses 

9.  Appraisals  &  Surveys 
10.  Out  of  State  Travel 


45,725. 67 
24,770.00 
3,500.00 
35,429.51 
1,000.00 
1,000.00 
1,500.00 


45,725.67 
24,748.38 
3,476.55 
35,426.84 
763.09 
1,000.00 
1,500.00 


0.00 
21.62 
23.45 

2.67 
236.91 

0.00 

0.00 


Town  Office  Clerical  Staff 
11.  ExDenses 


173,582.00 


172,973.07 


608.93 


Engineering  Department 

12.  Salaries 

13.  Expenses 


81,255.00 
5,800.00 


78,134.84 
5,794.40 


3,120.16 
5-60 


Town  Accountant 

15.  Salary 

16.  Expenses 


23,324.77 
14,345.00 


23,324. 77 
14,345.00 


0.00 
0.00 


Town  Treasurer  &  Collector 

17.  Salary 

18.  Expenses 


18,184.00 
14,350.00 


18,164.84 
14,358.40 


19.16 
1.60 


Town  Assessors 

19.  Salary 

20.  Expenses 


23,628.68 
32,917.00 


23,628. 68 
26,187-76 


0.00 
6,729.24 


Town  Clerk 

21.  Salary 

22.  Expenses 


8,178.89 
1,085.00 


8,178.89 
808.30 


0.00 
276.70 


Election  &  Registrations 
23-  Salaries 
24.  Expenses 


14,255.00 
9,300.00 


11,261. 60 
9,300.00 


2,993.40 
0.00 
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APPROPRIATED 

WARRANT  BUDGET  ITEM  OR  AVAILABLE  DISBURSED  BALANCE 


Planning  Board 
25.  Salaries 
26-  Expenses 

Personnel  Board 

27.  Expenses 

Board  of  Appeals 

28.  Expenses 

Conservation 

29.  Salaries 
Expenses 

Archives  Committee 

31.  Expenses 

Public  Ceremonies  &  Celebrations 

32.  Expenses 

Building  &  Grounds 

33.  Salaries 

34.  Utilities 

35.  Expenses 

Town  Report  Committee 
37-  Expenses 

Youth  Commission 

38.  Code 

39.  Expenses 

Historical  Commission 

40.  Expenses 

Council  on  Aging 
41-  Expenses 

Total  General  Government 

Protection  of  Persons  &  Property: 
Police  Department 

42.  Salaries 

43.  Other  Salaries 

44.  Expenses 

45.  Capital  Outlay 


15,646.04 
5,635.00 


100.00 


843. 76 


5,647.00 
3,445.00 


1,232.00 
2,325.00 


23,597-00 
56,800.00 
26,490.00 


8,000.00 


8,000.00 
8,500.00 


435.00 


12,832.00 
713,148. 32 


390,364.30 
124,882.00 
26,307.00 
1,700.00 


15,646.04 
5,509.46 


0.00 


843. 76 


5,533.42 
2,674.03 


934.13 


2,310.73 


22,590.34 
45,821.99 
25,616.81 


7,256.30 


8,000.00 
6,250.88 


392.39 


12,832.00 
681,580.36 


390,364.30 
123,548.47 
26,304.29 
1,620.00 


0.00 
125.54 


100.00 


0.00 


113.58 
770.97 


297.87 


14.27 


1,006.66 
10,978.01 
873. 19 


743.70 


0.00 
2,249.12 


42.  61 


0.00 


31,567-96 


0.00 

1,333.53 
2.71 
80.00 
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WARRANT  BUDGET  ITEM 


APPROPRIATED 
OR  AVAILABLE 


DISBURSED 


BALANCE 


Fire  Department 

46.  Salaries  511,255.56  511,255.56  0.00 

47.  Other  Salaries  177,477.34  177,477.34  0.00 

48.  Expenses  38,625.00  38,583.50  41.50 

49.  Capital  Outlay  4,045.00  4,043.74  1.26 

Sealer  of  Weights 

50.  Salary  600.00  600.00  0.00 

51.  Expenses  120.00  7.45  112.55 

Insect  Pest  Control 

52.  Wages  6,509.00  6,507.40  1.60 

53.  Expenses  5,385.00  4,959.60  425.40 

Town  Forest 

54.  Expenses  100.00  99.20  .80 
Tree  Department 

55.  Wages  9,075.00  9,066-52  8.48 

56-  Expenses  8,710.00  7,265.23  1,444-77 

Inspector  of  Wires 

57-  Expenses  3,000-00  2,995-75  4.25 

Inspector  of  Gas  &  Piping 

58-  Expenses  2,000.00  1,825.50  174.50 

Building  Commission 

59.  Salaries  39,119.00  38,444.27  674.73 

60.  Expenses  2,850.00  2,739.85  110.15 

Dog  Officer 

61.  Wages  1,200.00  1,200.00  0.00 

62.  Expenses  700.00  700.00  0.00 

Building  Committee 

63.  Expenses  50.00  0.00  50. 0C 
Civil  Defense 

64.  Expenses  2,650.00  2,639.26  10.74 
Town  Utilities 

65.  Hydrant  Rental  40,230.00  39,300.00  930-00 

66.  Street  Lights  56,000-00  49,967-32  6,032.68 

Total  Protection  of  Persons  &  Property      1,452,954.20          1,441,514. 55  11,439- 65 
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APPROPRIATED 


WARRANT  BUDGET  ITEM 

OR  AVAILABLE 

DISBURSED 

BALANCE 

Highways: 

Highway  Department 

67-     Salaries  &  Wages 
68.     Overtime  for  Snow 
69-  Expenses 

70.  Drainage 

71.  Snow  and  Ice  Removal 

72.  Machinery  Expenses 

73.  Gasoline  &  Diesel  Fuel 

74.  Secondary  Road  Maintenance 
75-     Primary  Road  Maintenance 
76.     Capital  Outlay 

z-Ji  ,4-Uo.  oj 
26,250.00 
/ J , 1 •  /U 

21,714.00 
83,835.49 
64,668.23 
58,624.00 
63,000.00 
JU , uuu. uu 
8,600.00 

23,015.  77 

/j,  JZl.  /U 

21,674.74 
83,835.49 
64,668.23 
55,248.35 
63,000.00 
/.  o  a ca  nn 

to  ,  OOO.  UU 

8,420.25 

n  nn 
U.  UU 

3,234.23 

n  nn 
u.  uu 

39.26 

0.00 

0.00 

3,375.65 

0.00 

i  nn 
1 , jJi . uu 

179.75 

Total  Highways 

681,620.27 

673,459.38 

8,160.89 

Health  and  Sanitation: 
Board  of  Health 

77.  Salaries 

78.  Expenses 

79-     Garbage  Collection 

64,558.00 
49,613.00 
36,000.00 

63,858. 60 
49,613.00 
36,000.00 

699.40 
0.00 
0.00 

Inspector  of  Animals 

80.  Wages 

81.  Expenses 

200.  00 
70.00 

200.00 
70.00 

0.00 
0.00 

Plumbing  Inspector 
Ot.*  expenses 

•5  nnn  nn 

-J  ,  UUU.  UU 

•j  nnn  nn 

J , uuu. uu 

n  nn 
u.  uu 

Total  Health  and  Sanitation 

153,441.00 

152,741. 60 

699.40 

Cemeteries: 
Cemetery  Department 

83.  Salaries 

84.  Expenses 

61,969.00 
15,045.00 

61,634.88 
15,045.00 

334.12 
0.00 

Total  Cemeteries 

77,014.00 

76,679.88 

334.12 

Recreation: 
Recreation  Department 
86-  Salaries 

87.  Expenses 

88.  Capital  Outlay 

77,872.00 
30,740.00 
500.00 

75,040.88 
25,630. 36 
421. 72 

2,831.12 
5,109. 64 
78.28 

Total  Recreation 

109,112.00 

101s092.96 

8,019.04 

Veterans  Aid: 
Veterans  Services 

89.  Salary 

90.  Expenses 

91.  Aid 

6,652.00 
258.00 
26,600.44 

6,387. 52 
14.50 
26,600.44 

264.48 
243.50 
0.00 

Total  Veterans  Aid 

33,510.44 

33,002.46 

507-98 

WARRANT  BUDGET  ITEM 


APPROPRIATED 
OR  AVAILABLE 


DISBURSED 


BALANCE 


Pensions: 

92.     Pension  Fund 

Total  Pension 


186,667.00 


186,667.00 


186,667.00 
186,667.00 


0.00 


0.00 


Insurance: 

93.  Group  Health 

94.  Other  Insurance 

95.  Insurance  Advisor   

Total  Insurance   

Maturing  Debt  and  Interest  Town  Government 
Highway  Department  Building 

96.  Maturing  Debt 

97.  Interest 


280,618.00 
110,355.00 
1,500.00 

392,473.00 


30,000.00 
855.00 


222,446.02 
108,762.64 
1,500.00 

331,708. 66 


30,000.00 
855.00 


59,171.98 
1,592.36 
0.00 


60,764.34 


0.00 
0.  00 


Highway  Equipment 

98.  Maturing  Debt 
99-  Interest 


60,000.00 
1,320.00 


60,000.00 
1,320.00 


0.00 
0.00 


Conservation 

100.  Maturing  Debt 

101.  Interest 


68,175.00 
9,365.00 


68,175.00 
9,365.00 


0.00 
0.00 


Sanitary  Landfill 

102.  Maturing  Debt 

103.  Interest 

104.  Fire  Truck  Maturing  Debt 
105-     Fire  Truck  Interest 

106.     Interest  Anticipation  of  Revenue 

Total  Maturing  Debt  and  Interest 


26,825.00 
3,370.00 
35,000.00 
680.00 
50,022.26 

285,612.26 


26,825.00 
3,370.00 
35,000.00 
679.47 
50,022.26 

285,611.73 


0.00 
0.00 
0.00 
.53 
0.00 

.53 


Libraries: 
Memorial  Library 

107.  Salaries 

108.  Expenses 

109.  Books 

110-     Capital  Outlay 


133,106.00 
26,047.00 
31,200.00 
750.00 


132,726.85 
26,046.70 
31,200.00 
749.93 


379.15 
.30 
0.00 

.07 


West  Acton  Library 
111.  Salaries 
112-  Expenses 


8,585.00 
5,310.00 


8,492. 52 
5,307. 35 


92.48 
2.  65 


Total  Libraries 


204,998.00 


204,523. 35 


474.65 
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WARRANT  BUDGET  ITEM 


APPROPRIATED 
OR  AVAILABLE 


DISBURSED 


BALANCE 


Local  Schools: 

115A.     Operating  Expenses  3,881,059.00  3,768,876-70  112,182.30 

115B.     Local  School  Out  of  State  Travel        1,350.00  1,266.77  83.23 

116.  Blanchard  Auditorium  Expenses  42,100. 00  35,512. 61  6,587.39 

Total  Local  Schools  3,924,509-00  3,805,656.08  118,852.92 

Maturing  Debt  and  Interest  Local  Sch: 
McCarthy  Town  School 

117.  Maturing  Debt  80,000.00  80,000.00  0.00 

118.  Interest  26,040.00  26,040.00  0.00 

Merriam  School 

119.  Maturing  Debt  0.00  0.00  0.00 

120.  Interest  0.00  0.00  0.00 

Douglas  School 

121.  Maturing  Debt  35,000.00  35,000.00  0.00 

122.  Interest  9,188.00  9,187-50  .50 

Gates  School 

123.  Maturing  Debt  55,000.00  55,000.00  0.00 

124.  Interest  21,423.00  21,422.50  -50 

Conant  School 

125.  Maturing  Debt  80,000.00  80,000.00  0.00 

126.  Interest  57,000-00  57,000-00   0-00 

Total  Maturing  Debt  And  Interest  363,651-00  363,650-00   1-00 

Regional  Schools: 

129A-     Operating  Budget  3,803,103.00  3,084,045.68  719,057.32 

129B.     Reg  Sch  Out  of  State  Travel  2,427-00  0-00  2,427.00 

130-      Maturing  Debt  and  Interest  206,318-00  200,816- 32  5,501- 68 

Total  Regional  Schools  4,011,848-00  3,284,862- 00  726,986-00 

Minuteman  Vocational  School: 

132-  Operating  Budget  321,024.00  321,024.00  0.00 

133-  Maturing  Debt  and  Interest  58,349-00  53,791-00  4,558-00 

Other  Vocational  Schools: 

134.      Tuition  and  Transportation  5,500.00  5,500. 00   0. 00 

Total  Vocational  Schools  384,873.00  380,315-00  4,558-00 

Total  Appropriation  Disbursed  12,975,431.49  12,003,065.01  972,366-48 
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Revenue  Sharing  Transfer 


$ 


247,394.50 


Tax  Refunds: 

1977  Personal  Property 

1978  Personal  Property 

1977  Real  Estate 

1978  Real  Estate 

1979  Real  Estate 

1973  Motor  Vehicle  Excise 

1974  Motor  Vehicle  Excise 

1976  Motor  Vehicle  Excise 

1977  Motor  Vehicle  Excise 

1978  Motor  Vehicle  Excise 

Health  Insurance 


Court  Judgements 
Tax  Taking  Expenses 
Insurance  Recovery 
Vendor  Recovery 
Trust  Fund  Transfers: 


64.74 
678.86 
2,310.50 
77,793.48 
18,477. 10 
16.50 
66.00 
151.32 
6,692.13 
17,941.76 


124,192.39 
177.32 
12,620.  54 
111.29 


3,647.15 
200.00 


Jewk  Funds 

6,000.00 

Conservation  Fund 

5,518.25 

George  Ames  Cemetery  Fund 

328.36 

Arlette  Appleyard  Cemetery  Fund 

70.15 

Perpetual  Care 

18,104. 18 

A.   B.   Conant  Cemetery  Fund 

20.00 

Dr.   Davis  Cemetery  Fund 

29.45 

M.   Desmond  Cemetery  Fund 

84.09 

Robbins  Jones  Cemetery  Fund 

105.50 

Elbridge  J  Robbins  Fund 

40.70 

Robbins  &  Ames  Memorial  Cemetery  Fund 

89.28 

Eliz.  White  Charity  Fund 

929.07 

Georgia  E  Whitney  Memorial  Fund 

148.63 

Georgia  E  Whitney  Charity  Fund 

800.00 

Georgia  E  Whitney  Cemetery  Fund 

307.23 

F.   Hayward  Cemetery  Fund 

91.95 

Hoit  &  Scott  Cemetery  Fund 

30-00 

Mrs  H  0'Neil  Cemetery  Fund 

25.80 

F.   R.   Knowlton  Cemetery  Fund 

98.09 

Luke  Blanchard  Cemetery  Fund 

191-70 

Raymond  Monument  Fund 

21.  75 

H.   Raymond  Cemetery  Fund 

260.37 

Hosmer  Fund 

4,814.92 

J.   Roland  Wetherbee  Cemetery  Fund 

406. 8L 

William  Wild  Fund 

(421.38) 

Sarah  Watson  Cemetery  Fund 

289. 15 

Carrie  Wells  Cemetery  Fund 

166.80 
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Jenks  Fund 

M  &  C  Smith  Cemetery  Fund 
Ernest  Jones  Cemetery  Fund 
Conant  H.   S.   Library  Fund 
Charlotte  Conant  Fund 

Abatement  Interest 

Temporary  Loans: 

Anticipation  of  Revenue 
Highway  Revenue 

Employee's  Withholdings: 
Federal  Taxes 
State  Taxes 
Teachers  Retirement 
County  Retirement 
Insurance,  Miscellaneous 
Insurance,  Life 
Insurance,  Health 
Union  Dues,  School  Maintenance 
Union  Dues,  Fire 
Union  Dues,  Highway 
Union  Dues,  M.T.A. 
Credit  Union,  M.T.A. 
Credit  Union,  Suburban 
Annuities 

Sales  Taxes 

Tax  Collection  Due  Other  Towns 

Performance  Bonds  Deposits 

Perpetual  Care  Bequest 

Cafeteria  Revolving  Fund 

Police  Off  Duty  Detail 

Other  Off  Duty  Details 

Federal  Funds: 
Title  1 
Title  4 
Title  6 

Public  Law  874 


2,263.71 
46.50 
31.95 
92.08 
79.20 


6,275,000.00 
30,000.00 


859,134.49 
273,804.83 
162,507.64 
122,145.42 
1,574.05 
3,637. 50 
38,445. 14 
1,124.00 
2,262.00 
1,192.00 
16,095. 78 
34,630.00 
91,007.08 
77,831.89 


41,064.29 
122.59 

6,305,000.00 


17,600. 11 
5,727.80 
5,627.06 


1,685,391.82 
2.07 
58.30 
7,750. 00 
7,975.00 
173,962.24 
23,045.73 
529.74 


28,954.97 
75,471.00 


» 
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Memorial  Library  Gift 

W.   R.  Grace  Gift 

Grants: 

Conservation 
Elder  Affairs 

State  And  County  Assessment: 
County  Tax 

Air  Pollution  Control 
Mosquito  Control 
State  Recreation  Areas 
Auditing 

Metro  Area  Planning 

Motor  Vehicle  Excise  Bills 

Elderly  Group  Insurance 

Fees  Due  Middlesex  County 


6,662.69 
3,000.00 


278,805.78 
1,697. 13 
12,084.89 
97,068.76 
37,777.95 
2,640.31 
2,624.25 
367.02 


Articles: 

1 

4/79 

Indendent  Audit 

3,999.80 

1 

11/76 

Parking  Facilities  S.  Acton 

5,210.58 

2 

4/78 

M.  B.T.  A.   Commuter  Rail 

7,472.39 

3 

4/78 

Assessors  Verify  Data 

28,815.00 

3 

4/79 

Pedestrian  Safety  Program 

3,158.00 

3 

9/76 

Service  By-Laws 

1,460.27 

5 

4/78 

Contributory  Retirement 

28,000.00 

6 

10/75 

Prelim.   Plans-Town  Hall 

3,662.14 

12 

4/78 

Elderly  Housing 

572.00 

13 

4/78 

Fireproof  Doors 

4,800.00 

13 

12/74 

Plans  Refuse  Disposal  Area 

440.00 

14 

4/78 

Purchase  Police  Cruisers 

5,300.91 

15 

4/78 

Purchase  Department  Equipment 

97,877.00 

16 

4/76 

Septage  Disposal  Area 

5,626. 68 

16 

5/75 

Ambulance  Service 

159.00 

17 

4/76 

Waste  Water  Study 

38,982.00 

17 

4/78 

Septage  Disposal  Facility 

1,777.25 

17 

4/78 

Purchase  Pickup  Truck 

6,700.00 

21 

5/75 

Road  Construction 

12,702. 55 

23 

5/75 

M.  B.T. A  Service 

366.23 

26 

4/77 

Purchase  Fire  Truck 

151.00 

26 

4/78 

Park  Shelter 

1,769.34 

29 

4/78 

Tennis  Courts 

16,985. 61 

32 

4/78 

Lighting  At  Library 

2,388.00 

32 

5/74 

Great  Hill  Recreation  Area 

200.00 

37 

4/78 

Conservation  Fund 

25,000.00 

39 

3/58 

Archives  Committee 

754.05 

45 

5/74 

Cemetery  Planning 

2,376.00 

$  819.13 
68,241.34 

9,662.69 


433,066.09 
7,206.75 


Highway  Construction  Construction  Contracts 


306,705.80 
30,000.00 


$  9,593,372.74 
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1979  RESERVE  FUND 


Appropriation: 


BUDGET 


DATE 

LINE 

ACCOUNT 

l- 

24-79 

78 

Board  of  Health  Expenses 

$  800.00 

1- 

24-79 

35 

Building  Maintenance  Expense 

2,000.00 

1- 

24.79 

41B 

Council  on  Aging  Expenses 

512.00 

1- 

24-79 

28 

Board  of  Appeals  Expenses 

300.00 

L- 

24-  79 

35 

Building  Maintenance  Expenses 

1,900.00 

1- 

26-79 

112 

West  Acton  Library  Expenses 

275.00 

2- 

21-79 

106 

Interest  on  Anticipation  on 

25,000.00 

Revenue  Notes 

4- 

30-79 

78 

Board  of  Health  Expenses 

3,496.00 

6- 

06-79 

69 

General  Highway  Expenses 

5,200.00 

6- 

30-  79 

106 

Interest  on  Anticipation  of 

Revnue  Notes 

5,022.26 

6- 

30-79 

13 

Engineering  Dept.  Expenses 

600. 00 

6- 

30-79 

91 

Veterans  Aid 

1,600.44 

6- 

30-79 

4 

Selectmen's  Salary 

746. 67 

6- 

30-79 

7 

Selectmen's  Legal  Services 

4,429.51 

6- 

30-79 

15 

Town  Accountant  Salary 

438.77 

6- 

30-79 

19 

Assessors  Salary 

642.  68 

6- 

30-79 

21 

Town  Clerk  Salary 

472.89 

6- 

30-79 

25 

Planning  Board  Salary 

281.04 

6- 

30-79 

28 

Board  of  Appeals  Expenses 

143.76 

6- 

30-79 

42 

Police  Regular  Salary 

2,057.30 

6- 

30-79 

46 

Fire  Regular  Salaries 

6,513.56 

6- 

30-79 

47 

Fire  Other  Salaries 

12,855.34 

6- 

30-79 

67 

Highway  Salaries 

3,267.85 

6- 

30-79 

69 

Highway  General  Expenses 

3,776.70 

6- 

30-79 

72 

Highway  Machinery 

2,668.23 

Total  Reserve  Fund  Transfers 


Why  would  Kevin  Stefano  associate  a  pirate  with  Acton's  treasury??? 
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Maps  of  Acton 
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Street  Index  List 


Street  Name 

Precinct 

Street  Name 

Precinct 

Adams  Street 

6 

Crescent  Street 

2 

Agawam  Road 

3 

Crestwood  Lane 

5 

Alcott  Street 

4 

Cricket  Way 

2 

Algonquin  Road 

3 

Cross  Street 

1 

Apple  Valley  Road 

5 

Davis  Road 

1 

Arborwood  Road 

4 

Deacon  Hunt  Drive 

3 

Arlington  Street 

2 

Doris  Road 

4 

Arlington  Street 

3 

Downey  Road 

5 

Arlington  Street 

5 

Driftwood  Road 

4 

Ashwood  Road 

4 

Drummer  Road 

6 

Azalea  Court 

4 

Duggan  Road 

5 

Balsam  Drive 

2 

Durkee  Road 

3 

Bank  Side  Hollow 

01718  1 

Eliot  Circle 

2 

Barker  Road 

4 

Elm  Court 

3 

Baxter  Road 

3 

Elm  Street 

3 

Bayberry  Road 

4 

Emerson  Drive 

4 

Berry  Lane 

4 

Esterbrook  Road 

1 

Beth  Circle 

1 

Ethan  Allen  Drive 

5 

Betsy  Ross  Circle 

5 

Evergreen  Road 

2 

Beverly  Road 

4 

Fairway  Road 

6 

Billings  Street 

5 

Faulkner  Hill  Road 

6 

Birch  Ridge  Road 

5 

Fernwood  Road 

4 

Black  Horse  Drive 

5 

Fife  &  Drum  Road 

2 

Brabrook  Road 

i  *v 

Flagg  Road 

1 

Broadview  Street 

6 

Fletcher  Court 

6 

Bromfield  Road 

4 

Flint  Road 

3 

Brook  Street 

1 

Flintlock  Drive 

5 

Brook  Street 

2 

Forest  Road 

4 

Brookside  Circle 

6 

Fort  Pond  Road 

2 

Brown  Bear  Crossing 

01718  1 

Foster  Street 

4 

Brucewood  Road 

4 

Fox  Hill  Road 

6 

Bulette  Road 

2 

Francine  Road 

4 

Butternut  Hollow 

1 

Fraser  Drive 

3 

Capt.  Brown's  Lane 

3 

Freedom  Farms  Road 

3 

Capt.  Forbush  Lane 

3 

Gioconda  Avenue 

6 

Carlisle  Road 

1 

Grasshopper  Lane 

2 

Carlton  Drive 

6 

Great  Elm  Way 

01718  1 

Carriage  Drive 

6 

Great  Road 

1 

Cedar  Terrace 

3 

Great  Road 

4 

Central  Street 

3 

Green  Wood  Lane 

2 

Central  Street 

5 

Grist  Mill  Road 

5 

Chadwick  Street 

6 

Hammond  Street 

2 

Charter  Road 

3 

H  arris  Street 

1 

Cherokee  Road 

3 

H arvard  Court 

1 

Cherry  Ridge  Road 

5 

Hatch  Road 

6 

Church  Street 

5 

Hawthorne  Street 

4 

Clover  Hill  Rd. 

6 

H  aynes  Court 

5 

Conant  Street 

6 

H ayward  Road 

2 

Concord  Road 

2 

H ayward  Road 

3 

Coolidge  Drive 

2 

Heald  Road 

2 

Coughlin  Street 

4 

Hemlock  Lane 

2 

Country  Club  Road 

6 

Henley  Road 

1 

Cowdrey  Lane 

2 

Hennessey  Drive 

4 
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Street  Name  Precinct  Street  Name  Precinct 

Heritage  Road  4  Mohawk  Drive  3 

Hickory  Hill  Trail  2  Mohegan  Road  3 

High  Street  6  Musket  Drive  2 

Highland  Road  5  Myrtle  Drive  4 

Hillcrest  Drive  6  MadineRoad  4 

Hillside  Terrace  5  Nagog  Hill  Road  2 

Homestead  Street  5  Nash  Road  5 

Horseshoe  Drive  2  Nashoha  Road  3 

Hosmer  Street  4  Newton  Road  2 

Houghton  Lane  3  North  Street  1 

H  uckleberry  Lane  4  Notre  Dame  Road  5 

Huron  Road  3  Oakwood  Road  4 

Independence  Road  6  Old  Beaver  Brook  01718  1 

Iris  Court  4  Old  Colony  Lane  4 

Isaac  Davis  Way  2  Old  Meadow  Lane  6 

Jackson  Drive  2  Old  Stone  Brook  01718  1 

Jefferson  Drive  2  Old  Village  Road  2 

J ohn  Swift  Road  2  Olde  Lantern  Road  5 

J  oseph  Reed  Lane  3  Olde  Surrey  Drive  6 

J  uniper  Ridge  Road  5  Oneida  Road  3 

Countryside  Road  2  Orchard  Drive  3 

Keefe  Road  4  Parker  Street  6 

Kelley  Road  4  Partridge  Pond  Road  4 

Kinsley  Road  3  Patrick  Henry  Circle  5 

Knowlton  Drive  3  Patriots  Road  2 

Larch  Road  2  Paul  Revere  Road  5 

Laurel  Court  4  Phalen  Street  4 

Laws  Brook  Road  4  Pheasant  Hill  01718  1 

Liberty  Street  5  Phlox  Lane  4 

LilacCourt  4  Pine  Cone  Strand  01718  1 

Lillian  Road  2  Pine  Street  6 

Lincoln  Drive  2  Pinewood  Road  4 

Littlefield  Road  3  Piper  Lane  4 

Long  Ridge  Road  2  Piper  Road  4 

Lothrop  Road  3  Pond  View  Drive  6 

Madison  Lane  2  Pope  Road  1 

Magnolia  Drive  4  Powder  Horn  Lane  5 

Main  Street  1  Powder  Mill  Road  6 

Main  Street  2  Proctor  Street  1 

Main  Street  4  Prospect  Street  3 

Main  Street  6  Prospect  Street  4 

Mallard  Road  3  Putter  Drive  6 

Maple  Street  5  QuaboagRoad  3 

Marian  Road  5  Quarry  Road  1 

Martin  Street  5  Railroad  Street  6 

Massachusetts  Avenue  3  Redwood  Road  4 

Massachusetts  Avenue  4  Revolutionary  Road  2 

Massachusetts  Avenue  5  River  Street  6 

Mead  Terrace  5  Robbins  Street  5 

Meadow  Brook  Road  2  Robert  Road  6 

Meadows  Edge  01718        1  Robinwood  Road  4 

Meeting  House  Road  6  Rose  Court  4 

Merriam  Lane  6  Russell  Road  4 

Minot  Avenue  4  Samuel  Parlin  Drive  2 

Minuteman  Road  2  Sandalwood  Road  4 
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Street  Name  Precinct  Street  Name  Precinct 

Sandas  Trail  3  Town  House  Lane  4 

School  Street  4  Townsend  Road  5 

School  Street  6  Trask  Road  2 

Seminole  Road  3  Tumbling  Hawk  01718  1 

Seneca  Court  3  Tuttle  Drive  3 

Seneca  Road  3  Valley  Road  6 

Silver  Hill  Road  6  Vanderbelt  Road  6 

Simon  H apgood  Lane  1  Wachusett  Drive  3 

Simon  Willard  Road  2  Wampus  Avenue  1 

Sioux  Street  3  Washington  Drive  2 

Smart  Road  5  Waterside  Clearing  01718  1 

South  Street  1  Wayside  Lane  3 

Spencer  Road  3  West  Road  3 

Split  Rock                                             01718        1  Wetherbee  Street  4 

Spring  H ill  Road  1  Wheeler  Lane  1 

Spruce  Street  3  Whittier  Drive  4 

Squirrel  Hill  Road  5  Willis  Holden  Drive  2 

St.  J  ames  Circle  4  Willow  Street  5 

Stow  Street  5  Wilson  Lane  2 

Strawberry  Hill  Road  1  Windemere  Drive  5 

Summer  Street  5  Windsor  Avenue  5 

Sylvia  Street  6  Winter  Street  5 

Taylor  Road  4  Wood  Lane  2 

Thoreau  Road  4  Woodbury  Lane  2 

Ticonderoga  Road  5  Woodchester  Road  5 

Torrington  Lane  3  Wright  Terrace  5 


Eighth  grader  John  Laighton  of  Boxborough  finds  his  way  around  town  using  his  own  map. 
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THE 
VILLAGE  OF 
NA60G  WOODS 

INCLUDES  THESE 
RESIDENTIAL  WAYS 
WHICH  ARE   NOT  SHOWM 
ON  THIS  MAP: 

BANK   SIDE  HOLLOW 
BROWN   BEAR  CROSSING 
GREAT  ELM  WAY 
MEADOWS  EDGE 
OLD  BEAVER  BROOK 
OLD  STONE  BROOK 
PHEASANT  HILL 
PINE   CONE  STRAND 
SPLIT  ROCK 
TUMBLING  HAWK 
WATERSIDE  CROSSING 


634 
MAIN 
STREET 


40 

BROOK; 
STREET 


NOTE:      STREET   NUMBERS   SHOWN  AT  PRECINCT 
BOUNDARIES   DO  NOT  NECESSARILY 
INDICATE  A  RESIDENTIAL  DWELLING. 


APPROVED   FOR  POSTING 


TOWN  CLERK 


DATE 


STREET  MAP 

OF  THE  TOWN  OF 

£\  ACTON,  MASSACHUSETTS 

PRECINCT  1 

VOTING  PLACE  -  Clubhouse,  Nagog  Woods 


Precinct  4 
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INDEX 


Page 


Acton-Boxborough  Regional  School  District   118 

Animal  Inspector   66 

Appeals,  Board  of   36 

Archives  Committee   80 

Assessors,  Board  of   136 

At  Large   19 

Births   72 

Building  Committee   61 

Capsule  History  of  the  Acton  Fire  Department   67 

Cemetery  Commission   34 

Civil  Defense   62 

Conservation  Commission   31 

Council  on  Aging   40 

Dodge,  Ralph   137 

Dog  Licenses   77 

Dog  Officer   66 

Elections   77 

Elizabeth  White  Fund   35 

Engineering  Department   29 

Finance  Committee  (See  Warrant  Supplement) 

Fire  Department   52 

Goodnow,  Board  of   57 

Highway  Department   26 

Historical  Commission   80 

Housing  Authority   43 

Insect  Pest  Control   64 

Kennedy,  Fred   18 

Kinsley,  Kitty  ?.  ..*.   20 

Maps   160 

Middlesex  County  Advisory  Board   36 

Minuteman  Regional  Vocational  School  District   131 

Moderator   84 

Mosquito  Control  Project   64 

National  State  and  County  Officials   2 

Planning  Board   37 

Police  Department   50 

Precinct  Maps   165 

Public  Health  Nursing   59 

Public  Schools,  Acton   112 

Recreation  Commission   43 

Sealer  of  Weights  and  Measures   65 

Selectmen   6 

Street  Light  Committee   65 

Street  Map   160 

Town  Accountant   142 

Town  Clerk   72 

Town  Forest  Committee   31 

Town  Government  Organization  Chart   172 

Town  Manager   8 

Town  Meeting,  Proceedings  of   84 

Town  Officials  and  Appointments   11 
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Town  Report  Committee   35 

Town  Treasurer  and  Town  Collector   138 

Transportation,  Advisory  Committee  on   28 

Tree  Department   31 

Veterans' Graves   81 

Wires,  Inspector  of   65 

Wastewater  Management  Committee   38 

Workmen's  Compensation  Agent   56 

Youth  Commission   46 


if  we  could  only  look  down  the  road  farther  than  Monica  Lorencie's  photograph 
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At  Your  Service 


EMERGENCY  NUMBERS  -  POLICE:    263-2911             FIRE:    263-9191             AMBULANCE:  263-9191 

Be  sure  to  give  your  name  and  address  as  well  as  the  nature  of  your  emergency.  Do  not  hang  up  until  you  are 
sure  your  message  has  been  understood. 

FOR  ANSWERS  ON:  CALL  THE:  TELEPHONE: 

Assessments                                                 Board  of  Assessors   263-2966 

Bills  and  Accounts  Town  Treasurer  and  Tax  Collector   263-7018 

Birth,  Death,  Marriage  Certificates                Town  Clerk's  Office   263-2761 

Building                                                      Building  Inspector   263-2709 

Cemeteries                                                  Cemetery  Superintendent   263-2240 

Civil  Defense                                                Director   263-2793 

Conservation  Commission                              Forest  Road   263-4448 

Dog  License                                                 Town  Clerk's  Office   263-2761 

Dog  Problems                                              Dog  Officer   263-4979 

Education  Information                                 School  Superintendent   263-9503 

Elections,  Voting  and  Registration  Town  Clerk's  Office   263-2761 

Engineering                                                 Town  Engineer's  Office   263-2709 

Finance                                                       Chairman  of  Finance  Committee   263-3179 

Fire  (Routine  and  Permits)                            Fire  Department   263-4366 

Garbage  and  Refuse                                      Board  of  Health   263-4736 

Health  and  Sanitation                                   Board  of  Health   263-4736 

Highways  and  Streets                                    Highway  Department   263-5332 

Home  Nursing                                             Board  of  Health:  Visiting  Nurse   263-4736 

Hunting  and  Fishing  Licenses  Town  Clerk's  Office   263-2761 

Library                                                       Librarian,  Memorial  Library   263-2232 

Librarian,  Citizens  Library  of  West  Acton   263-9222 

Licenses                                                      Selectmen-Town  Manager   263-2761 

Board  of  Health   263-4736 

Mosquito  Control                                          Board  of  Health   263-4736 

Nurses  (School)                                            School  Nurse,  Junior  &  High   263-7738 

Nurses  (School)                                            Elementary  Schools   263-4982 

Nurses  (Town)                                             Town  Nurse   263-47*6 

Oil  Burner  Permits                                       Fire  Chief   263-4366 

Planning                                                     Chairman  of  Planning  Board   263-4448 

Plumbing  Permits                                        Board  of  Health   263-4736 

Recreation                                                  Forest  Road   263-9244 

Schools                                                       Carolyn  T.  Douglas  School   263-2753 

Julia  L.  McCarthy-Marion  L.  Towne  School   263-4982 

Florence  A.  Merriam  School   2C 

Paul  P.  Gates  School   26b  .o^ 

Luther  B.  Conant  School   263-7407 

Acton-Boxborough  Regional  Junior  High  School   263-7716 

Acton-Boxborough  Regional  High  School   263-7738 

Superintendent  of  Schools   263-9058 

Selectmen                                                 Town  Office   263-2761 

Snow  Removal                                             Highway  Department   263-5532 

Tax  Collections                                            Treasurer  and  Collector   263-7018 

Veterans'  Services                                         Veterans'  Agent   263-2761 

Water  Problems                                           Water  District  (Not  part  of  the  Town  of  Acton)   263-9107 

Welfare  Questions                                          Welfare  Board   263-6610 

Wiring                                                        Wire  Inspector   263-5555 

Wiring  Permits                                            Forest  Road   263-2709 

Zoning                                                        Zoning  Enforcement  Office   263-2709 


REFERENCE  BOOK 

ACTON  MEMORIAL  LIBRARY 
ACTON.  MASSACHUSETTS  0172Q 


OFFICE  HOURS 


Town  Office  (Selectmen, 


Town  Manager) 

q  a  .  on  /Tiioc  7  -^n  8 

.  jup.  m . ) 

Town  Hall 

Zbo-Z/ol 

4  own  Clerk 

8  4-^n  ^Tiipc  7-^n  a 

0-1. 3U  (  1  UcS.  /.ov  a 

o  u  p .  m . ) 

Town  Hall 

ZOO-Z  /  0  t 

Treasurer  and  Collector 

o-4. oil  (  l  ues.  i  .dV-o 

: oU  p.m . ) 

Town  Hall 

zoi- /U l o 

Assessors 

8-4:30  (Tues.  7:30-8 

:30  p.m.) 

Town  Hall 

263-2966 

School  Superintendent 

8-4:30 

A  B  Regional  H.S. 

263-9503 

A  cct     ^     r»  / 1  Ni  l     t~*  x~  i  r\  t  a  i~\  f\     x~\  t 
r\bbl .  JLllOUl  jUUci  1I11C11U.CI11 

/\ - r>  ixegionai  ri.o. 

ZD j-y ou j 

Board  of  Health 

8-4:30 

Forest  Road 

263-4736 

Veterans'  Agent 

8-4:30 

Town  Hall 

263-2761 

Library  Hours: 

Memorial  Library 

Mon.-Fri.,  9  a.m. -9 
Saturday,  9-5  p.m. 
Sunday,  2-5  p.m.  (in 

a.m. 

Winter  Months) 

263-2232 

Citizens,  West  Acton  Mon.,7-9p.m.  263-9222 

Tues.-Fri.,  10-5  p.m. 
Town  Dump  Mon. -Sat.,  8-3:45 

Except:  Wed.,  1 1 -6:45  during  Daylight  Saving  Time 


MEETINGS 


DAY  &  TIME 


PLACE 


Annual  Town  Election 
^pnual  Town  Meeting 
Appeals  Board 

Assessors 

Building  Committee 
Conservation  Commission 

.ce  Committee 

•  f 

Board  of  Health 

Historical  Commission 

Library  Trustees-Memorial 
Library  Trustees-Citizens 
Planning  Board 
Recreation  Commission 
School  Committee:  Regional 

Local 

Selectmen 

Youth  Commission 


1st  Monday  in  April 
Tues.  after  Town  Election 
2nd  Monday  of  each  month 
As  necessary 

1st  Tuesday  of  each  month  4:30  p.m. 
As  necessary 

1st  and  3rd  Wednesdays  of  each 
month,  8:00  p.m. 
Thursdays  as  needed,  7:30  p.m. 
2nd  and  4th  Tuesday  of  each  month, 
7:30  p.m. 

2nd  Wednedsay  of  each  month, 
8:00  p.m. 

1st  Thursday  of  each  month,  8:00  p.m. 
4th  Tuesday  of  each  month,  7:00  p.m. 
Every  Monday,  8:00  p.m. 
1st  Tuesday  each  month,  8:00  p.m. 
2nd  and  4th  Thursday  of  each  month, 
7:30  p.m. 

1st  and  3rd  Thursday  of  each  month, 
7:30  p.m. 

Every  Tuesday  at  7:30  p.m. 

1st  and  3rd  Tuesday  of  each  month, 

8:00  p.m. 


As  designated 
Blanchard  Auditorium 
Town  Hall 

Town  Hall 

Guidance  Library  at  High  School 
Hearing  Room-Forest  Road 

High  School  Library 
Hearing  Room  Forest-Road 

Hearing  Room -Forest  Road 

Memorial  Library 
Citizens  Library 
Hearing  Room-Forest  Road 
Hearing  Room-Forest  Road 
Sr.  High  School  Music  Room 

Sr.  High  School  Music  Room 

Town  Hall 

Jr.  High  School-Room  310 


Call  For  Help 


MASSACHUSETTS 

Alcoholics  Anonymous  for  Teens   1-800-523-1885 

Banking  and  Credit  questions,  Mass.  Division  of  Banks  and  Loans   727-6925 

Child  Abuse  and  Neglect,  Officer  for  Children   1-800-882-1628 

Citizens  Information  Service,  Mass.  Secretary  of  State,  Government  -  related  questions  (all  levels.  .  1-800-392-6090 
Civil  Service  and  Non-civil-service  jobs,  State  Employment  Office,  Division  of  Personnel  Adm.  .  .  .  1-800-392-6178 

CODE  Hotline  -  Information/ referral  service  for  human  needs   263-8777 

Consumer  complaints  -  Attorney  General  Consumer  Protection  Division   727-8400 

Employment  of  the  Handicapped  -  Mass.  Rehabilitation  Commission   369-1963  or  369-1987 

Energy  Information  -  Office  of  Environmental  Affairs   1-800-922-8265 

Extension  Service  -  Middlesex  County,  Concord  Office  of  Mass.  Department  of  Public  Health   369-4845 

Food  Stamps  -  Department  of  Public  Welfare   1-800-882-2016 

Gasoline  Availability  in  Mass.,  Association  of  U.S.  Travel  Agencies   1-800-238-8000 

Immigration  and  Naturalization  -  Mass.  Department  of  Education,  Questions  about  citizenship   727-5748 

Information,  general  -  Memorial  Library  Reference  Librarian   263-2232 

Insurance  Merit  Ratings  for  Motor  Vehicles,  Mass.  Department  of  Public  Safety   727-7017 

Lead  Poisoning  -  Mass.  Department  of  Public  Health   1-800-532-9571 

Medical  Questions  -  Tel-Med-Tapes  on  medical  subjects   266-4300 

Medicare  -  Mass.  Department  of  Elder  Affairs   1-800-882-1228 

Nursing/ Rest  Homes  -  questions,  Mass.  Office  of  Health  Regulation  -  Division  of  Long-term  Care   727-5864 

Operation  Peace  of  Mind  (General  Purpose)   231-6946 

Operation  Venus  (VD  information)   1-800-523-1885 

Poison  Control  Center  (Boston),  Separate  from  but  located  in  Children's  Hospital   1  -800-682-921 1 

Public  Transportation  -  Mass.  Office  of  Transportation   727-3200 

Rape  Crisis  Center   1  -800-492-7273 

Self-Help  Information  -  questions  about  state  law,  Office  of  Consumer  Affairs   727-7780 

Social  Security  -  Mass.  Department  of  Elder  Affairs   423-3700 

Solar  Action  Office  -  Office  of  Consumer  Affairs   727-7297 

Special  Education  -  Mass.  Department  of  Education   727-8534 

State  Roads  and  Highways  -  Public  Information,  Mass.  Office  of  Transportation   727-4898 

Student's  Financial  Aid  Hotline   1  -800-882-2037 

Supplemental  Security  Income  -  Mass.  Department  of  Elder  Affairs   423-3700 

Unemployment  -  Mass.  Division  of  Employment  Security   897-9317  or  897-9318 

Utilities  -  complaints  -  Mass.  Department  of  Public  Utilities   1-800-392-6066 

FEDERAL 

Auto  Recall  Hotline,  Safety  information  on  various  makes  and  models  of  autos   1-800-424-9393 

Consumer  Product  Safety  Commission,  Safety  information  on  non-drug,  non-auto  products   1-800-638-8326 

Internal  Revenue  Service  '   1  -800-392-6288 

Job  Information  Center   1-800-882-1821 

Runaway  Switchboard  (National)   1-800-621-4000 

Solar  Heating  &  Cooling  Information  Center   1-800-523-2929 

Toll-free  number  information  (given  by  Area  Code)   1-800-555-1212 


Note: 

This  list  was  compiled  from  various  sources;  the  accuracy  of  all  numbers  was  not  verified.  Special  thanks  are 
due  to  Mrs.  Frances  Moretti  of  the  Acton  Memorial  Library.  The  Reference  Librarian  on  duty  will  respond  to 
telephone  requests  for  information  generally  available  in  the  Library,  such  as  other  "help"  numbers  and  addresses, 
bibliographies,  and  the  extraction  of  reference  information.  If  requested  information  is  not  found  locally,  outside 
sources  may  be  used,  or  the  caller  referred  to  them. 
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Dedication 


This  report  is  dedicated  to  Ray  Grey, 
whose  untimely  death  in  March  1980  was  a 
grievous  loss  to  the  town.  He  had  served 
Acton  as  a  teacher  (1951),  Junior  and  Senior 
High  School  Principal  (1954,  1955),  Acton- 
Boxborough  Superintendent  of  Schools  (1973), 
educator  and  caring  friend  for  29  years. 

He  was  much  more  than  a  "good  school  man"; 
he  was  a  good  community  man  and  a  good  family 
man.  We  were  impressed  by  his  accomplishments 
and  awed  by  his  personal  example. 

Ray  was  often  characterized  as  the  best 
friend  the  Acton-Boxborough  students  had,  and 
justifiably  so.  He  always  had  their  best 
interests  and  their  education  at  heart, 
whether  revising  their  curriculum  or  disci- 
plining them  -  and  he  was  a  strict  disciplin- 
arian.      His     insights     into     the     problems  of 


^young  people,  and  his  ability  to  be  strict  but 
fair,  earned  their  respect  even  on  the  few 
occasions  when  it  was  grudgingly  given.  More 
typically,  at  proms,  school  banquets,  and 
graduation  ceremonies,  Ray  received  his  share 
of  applause  for  his  efforts. 

The  foundation  for  Ray's  character  was 
formed  in  a  hard-working,  disciplined  Lowell 
family  where  accomplishment  and  the  pursuit  of 
a  good  education  were  expected  as  a  matter  of 
course.  He  began  work  at  the  age  of  12  on  a 
milk  route,  delivered  papers,  and,  by  all 
accounts,  worked  hard  every  remaining  day  of 
his  life. 

He  graduated  fifth  in  his  class  at 
Lowell's    Keith    Academy,     and    might    have  done 

Continued  on  page  84 
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CREDITS 


The  1980  Town  Report  is  an  early  reflec- 
tion of  Proposition  2  1/2.  In  trying  to  stay 
within  its  budget,  the  Town  Report  Committee 
decided  to  have  its  type  set  on  the  Town's  new 
Word  Processing  System.  This  helped  us  to  not 
only  stay  within  our  budget,  but  to  hand  back 
a  tidy  sum  to  the  Town.  We  hope  the  towns- 
people will  take  this  into  account,  on  this 
trial  run,  if  our  product  is  a  little  less 
than  professional. 

The  Committee  would  like  to  give  a  special 
thanks  to  Ann  Simeone  for  bailing  us  out  after 
late  night  sessions  at  the  Word  Processor  left 
glitches  in  the  system,  and  in  getting  last 
minute  bits  of  copy  for  us. 

Although  most  of  the  reports  were  promptly 


received  this  year,  a  few  were  late  and  some 
never  arrived  at  all  despite  the  prodigious 
efforts  of  Assistant  Town  Manager,  Charlie 
Sumner. 

Some  new  reports  reflect  the  controversies 
and  changes  1980  brought  to  the  Town,  such  as 
Selectman  Stanton  Collins'  Groundwater  Report 
and  the  Arts  Lottery  Council  Report. 

The  cover  drawing,  by  Cathleen  Bauer  of 
Willow  Street,  and  the  drawings  by  the  Town's 
schoolchildren  are  only  identified  by  name, 
age  and  address  where  applicable.  We  leave  the 
interpretation  of  the  artists'  intent  to  the 
reader.  Photos  are  courtesy  of  Nancy  Shipley, 
the  Acton  Minute-Man,  and  the  Assabet  Valley 
Beacon. 
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Administration 


Selectman  Greg  Jarboe,  Hayden  Duggan,  Stanton  Collins,  Joan  Gardner,  Joyce,  Foley,  Town  Manager 
Chris  Farrell,  and  Town  Counsel  Acheson  Callaghan. 


Board  of  Selectmen 


The  1980  Annual  Town  Meeting  established 
several  broad  policy  guidelines  for  the  Board 
of  Selectmen.  Two  major  issues  facing  the 
community  were  W.  R.  Grace  Co.  and  its  related 
pollution  problems  and  the  quality  and  quan- 
tity of  Acton's  water  supply.  Town  Meeting  ap- 
propriated $50,000  for  the  Board  of  Selectmen 
to  perform  engineering  and  chemical  analysis 
to  study  the  W.  R.  Grace  Co.  pollution  problem 
and  for  related  legal  services. 

In  addition  the  town  voted  $99,000.00  to 
fund  the  continuance  of  a  town  wide  hydrogeo- 
logical  study.  The  first  phase,  which  was  be- 
gun in  the  Fall  of  1979,  was  the  gathering  and 
verification  of  available  data.  The  present 
stage  called  for  the  ana'.ysis  of  this  data  and 
the  establishment  of  a  detailed  groundwater 
protection  plan. 

The  Board  contracted  with  Lycott  Environ- 
mental Research,  Inc.  to  perform  the  hydro- 
geological  study.  All  work  performed  on  this 
project  has  been  coordinated  with  the  Acton 
Water  District  and  their  consultants  so  as  to 
eliminate  any  potential  duplication  and  share 
common  information. 

Mr.  Richard  Cadwgan  of  Woodbury  Lane  vol- 
unteered his  services  to  the  community  to  act 
as  the  project  coordinator  for  the  Board  of 
Selectmen.  We  owe  him  a  most  grateful  "Thank 
You"  for  his  willingness  to  share  his 
expertise  for  the  benefit  of  the  community. 
The  Town,  in  the  near  future  will  be  given  the 
opportunity  to  review  several  bylaws  presented 
by  the  Planning  Board  on  this  subject  matter. 

An  Article  for  the  purchase  of  a  Word  Pro- 
cessing System  for  the  Town  Hall  and  the  DPW 
Building  was  also  approved  at  the  1980  Annual 
Town  Meeting.  This  equipment  has  been  func- 
tional for  several  months  and  has  served  to 
increase  the  overall  efficiency  and  quality  of 
the  clerical  staff  in  both  facilities. 

The  recent  Presidential  elections  in  No- 
vember of  1980  marked  the  introduction  of  the 
new  automated  voting  equipment,  authorized  by 
Town  Meeting,  already  utilized  by  several  com- 
munities throughout  the  State.  The  Electronic 
Voting  Machine  Equipment  increased  the  ease 
and  speed  of  voting  as  well  as  resulting  in 
increased  efficiency  in  terms  of  totalizing 
the  results.  This  most  successful  venture 
resulted  in  the  placement  of  a  Warrant  Article 
before  the  1981  Annual  Town  Meeting  for  the 
purchase  of  this  equipment. 

Also,  a  Town  Meeting  article  was  submitted 
by  citizen  petition  to  create  a  new  soccer 
field  in  town.  This  particular  article  was 
not  approved  by  Town  Meeting,  but  the  Board  of 
Selectmen  in  cooperation  with  Senator  Chester 
Atkins  were  able  to  arrange  for  the  soccer 
fields  to  be  constructed  on  the  Corrections 
Department  property  on  School  Street.  These 
facilities  will  be  ready  for  use  in  the  Fall. 

The  board  reorganized  after  Town  Meeting 
as  follows:  Joyce  Foley,  Chairman;  Stanton 
Collins,  Vice-chairman;  new  member  Greg 
Jarboe,  Clerk;  Joan  Gardner  and  Hayden  Duggan, 
members . 

The  Board  of  Selectmen  conducted  their 
regular   business    meetings    on    Tuesday  evenings 


at  the  Town  Hall.  During  these  sessions  the 
board  held  17  Site  Plan  Hearings,  of  which 
three  were  denied:  Burger  King,  Maxton  Realty 
and  State  Properties.  The  Burger  King  case 
went  to  court  and  was  found  in  favor  of  the 
applicant.  A  settlement  was  negotiated  out  of 
court  for  State  Properties  and  the  Maxton 
case  is  still  pending. 

The  Board  also  held  15  Free  Standing  Sign 
Hearings  as  well  as  numerous  meetings  with 
various  town  boards  and  committees.  The  is- 
sues addressed  ranged  from  Wastewater  Manage- 
ment to  Condominium  Conversion  -  the  latter 
resulting  in  an  article  being  presented  to  a 
Special  Town  Meeting  after  a  great  deal  of 
work  by  Selectman  Gregory  Jarboe.  Other  major 
issues  addressed  were  the  Boards 's  continuing 
concern  for  safety  improvements  along  Route  2 
and  the  efforts  of  Task  Oriented  Communities, 
Inc.  to  establish  their  community  residence  in 
Acton,  the  latter  being  accomplished  and  the 
residents  occupying  the  facility  in  January. 

The  voters  of  Acton  overwhelmingly  voted 
in  favor  of  Proposition  2  1/2  on  a  State  Ref- 
erendum November  4,  1980,  which  meant  the  Se- 
lectmen, Town  Manager  and  Department  Heads 
were  faced  with  a  considerable  challenge 
throughout  the  many  hours  of  budget  prepara- 
tion. The  Board  established  guidelines  for 
the  process,  the  first  being  that  of  personnel 
layoffs  were  to  be  avoided. 

The  Board  of  Selectmen  would  like  to  ex- 
tend a  special  thanks  to  the  Fire  Chief,  Mai 
MacGregor  and  the  Police  Chief,  Chauncy 
Fenton,  for  their  budget  cutting  action  when 
it  was  apparent  that  the  Town  would  loose 
$350,000.00  in  Excise  Tax  monies  this  present 
fiscal  year.  All  participants  in  this  budget 
process  have  been  most  cooperative  and  under- 
standing while  making  necessary  reductions  in 
their  departments.  The  Board  of  Selectmen 
wishes  to  thank  all  for  their  continued  pro- 
fessional demeanor  in  conducting  Town  business. 

We  also  thank  all  the  volunteers  who  do- 
nate countless  hours  on  the  many  boards  and 
committees  involved  in  the  local  government 
effort.  Acton  is  indeed  fortunate  to  attract 
citizens  who  care  for  the  quality  of  life  in 
their  community. 

Fred  Steinhauer,  who  served  on  the  board 
for  9  years  chose  not  to  run  for  re-election 
this  past  year.  A  warm  wish  for  many  quiet 
evenings  at  home,  and  a  hearty  "Thank  You"  for 
those     years     of     service,     from     all     of  us. 

Selectmen's  Report 
on  Groundwater 

December  31  marked  not  only  the  end  of 
1980,  but  also  the  effective  date  of  the  Court 
Order  requiring  W.  R.  Grace  Co.  to  clean  up 
ground  water  pollution.  The  Court  Order 
marked  the  beginning  of  a  new  phase  in  the 
Town's  relationship  with  Grace  and  the  end  of 
an  earlier   phase.     That   phase   had  begun  about 
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a  year  before  when  the  Board  of  Selectmen  re- 
ceived the  final  report  of  the  G.Z.D.  study  of 
the  geohydrology  of  the  Sinking  Pond  Aquifer. 
The  study  had  been  funded  by  Grace  as  a  condi- 
tion for  Board  of  Selectmen  site  plan  approval 
of  Grace's  new  Battery  Separator  Plant.  It 
showed  that  chemical  pollutants  that  had  caus- 
ed the  closure  of  two  wells  operated  by  the 
Acton  Water  District  had  migrated  from  the 
Grace  facility. 

The  site  plan  approval  also  required  that 
Grace  correct  all  pollution  attributed  to 
their  operations  by  the  G.Z.D.  report.  The 
Board  of  Selectmen  and  the  Commissioners  of 
the  Water  District  met  to  decide  what  correct- 
ive action  Grace  should  take.  The  two  bodies 
decided  to  request  W.  R.  Grace  to  take  five 
actions.     They  were,   in  priority  order: 

L.      To    stop    disposing    of    all  hazardous 

wastes . 

2.  To  fund  the  aquisition  of  a 
replacement  water  supply. 

3.  To  clean  up  its'   lagoons  and  land  fill/ 

4.  To  restore  the  aquifer. 

5.  To  conduct  a  study  of  the  health 
effects. 

On  January  4th,  the  Board  of  Selectmen  and 
Water  District  Commissioner  met  with  Grace. 
Joan  Gardner,  Board  Chairman,  was  spokesman 
for  both  governmental  bodies  and  presented 
Grace  with  the  five  actions.  Herbert  Luz,  VP 
of  W.R.  Grace  spoke  for  Grace.  In  addition  to 
the  governmental  bodies  and  Grace,  the  Execu- 
tive Session  was  attended  by  the  Acton  Board 
of  Health,  the  State's  Department  of  Environ- 
mental Quality  Engineering  and  the  Federal 
Environmental  Protection  Agency.  G.Z.D.  was 
also  represented  and  each  participating  organ- 
ization was  attended  by  legal  counsel.  Mr. 
Luz  requested  time  to  study  the  Town's  posi- 
tion, indicating  Grace  would  reply  at  a  meet- 
ing scheduled  for  February  1,    1980.     The  Board 


of  Selectmen  and  Acton  Water  District  also  re- 
quested Grace  to  enter  into  a  Standstill 
Agreement  which  would  preserve  the  Town's  and 
Water  District's  legal  remedies  against  the 
running  of  the  Statute  of  Limitations.  That 
agreement  was  signed  on  January  17. 

To  clarify  the  issues  and  explore  ways  to 
proceed  the  participants  met  in  the  EPA's 
offices  in  Boston  on  January  22.  Grace  repor- 
ted that  it  had  retained  Camp,  Dresser  &  McKee 
to  assist  in  the  review  of  the  G.Z.D.  report 
and  plan  the  engineering  programs  necessary  to 
respond  to  the  Board  of  Selectmen  and  Acton 
Water  District  positions.  Grace  also  reported 
that  they  had  retained  Dr.  Harold  H.  Borgstedt 
of  the  University  of  Rochester  School  of  Medi- 
cine to  study  the  potential  health  effects. 

At  the  February  1  meeting,  Grace  agreed  to 
stop  disposal  of  hazardous  waste  at  their  fac- 
ility, both  into  the  lagoon  system  and  the 
landfill.  They  also  presented  broad  plans  for 
clean  up  of  the  Primary  and  Secondary  Lagoons 
and  for  the  restoration  of  the  aquifer.  Grace 
indicated  that  C.D.M.  would  have  more  detailed 
plans  on  these  aspects  by  March  1  and  that 
they  would  meet  with  the  Town  and  the  State 
later  in  February  to  share  their  planning. 
Grace  also  reported  that  it  had  discussed  re- 
placement of  the  water  with  the  Acton  Water 
District.  The  Board  of  Selectmen  statement  of 
position  called  for  continued  cooperation  and 
asked  for  specific  data  and  input  to  the 
development  of  plans/ 

At  a  February  8  meeting  with  technical 
staff  and  a  subsequent  March  meeting  with  all 
interested  parties,  the  positions  of  both 
sides  were  clarified  and  the  negotiations 
moved  into  a  new  stage.  Grace  had  agreed  to 
cease  disposal,  to  clean  up  the  primary  and 
emergency  lagoons,  to  pay  for  replacement  wat- 
er, to  develop  and  implement  plans  to  restore 
the  aquifer  and  to  study  health  effects.  They 


had  not  agreed  to  participate  in  the  cost  of 
the  Acton  Water  District's  aquisition  of  a  new 
water  supply  in  North  Acton,  nor  to  address 
the  clean  up  of  the  Secondary  Lagoon  and  the 
Landfill. 

The  Water  Commissioner  and  the  Board  of 
Selectmen  decided  to  review  this  stalemate 
while  focusing  attention  on  their  Annual  Town 
Meeting  and  elections.  As  the  Town  Meeting 
was  commencing  the  Board  of  Selectmen  and  the 
Water  Commissioners  learned  that  the  U.S. 
Attorney  had  developed  a  complaint,  with  EPA 
and  The  State  as  plaintiff,  against  W.  R. 
Grace.  In  meetings  with  the  U.S.  Attorney, 
the  Town  was  informed  that  we  could  not  be  a 
party  to  the  suit,  but  we  could  request  the 
court  to  be  intevenors.  The  U.  S.  Attorney 
agreed,  however,  that  the  Board  of  Selectmen, 
Acton  Water  District  and  our  counsel,  could 
review  and  comment  on  the  complaint.  The 
Board  of  Selectmen  were  shocked  that  the 
Federal  Government  would  preclude  the  town 
joining  with  them  and  the  position  of  inter- 
vener sounded  like  an  inter  feror.  The  Board 
of  Selectmen  chose  not  to  intervene  but  to 
work  cooperatively  with  the  EPA  and  U.S. 
Attorney.  On  April  17,  though  the  Board  of 
Selectmen  met  one  last  time  with  Grace  but 
both  parties  positions  had  hardened  so  that  a 
negotiated  agreement  was  not  possible,  at 
least  in  the  short  time  before  the  complaint 
was  to  be  filed.  The  Board  of  Selectmen,  with 
its'  counsel,  reviewed  and  commented  on  a 
draft  complaint  and  a  proposed  Consent 
Decree.  Although  the  Board  of  Selectmen  had 
been  assured  that  it  would  have  a  chance  to 
review  the  final  documents  before  release  to 
Grace  and  filing  with  the  court,  we  were  mere- 
ly copied  on  them.  To  achieve  a  more  accept- 
able level  of  cooperation  with  the  U.S. 
Attorney,  the  Board  of  Selectmen  requested  and 
received  the  assistance  of  U.  S.  Represent- 
ative James  Shannon.  He  convened  and  conduct- 
ed a  meeting  with  the  Board  of  Selectmen  and 
the  Federal  agencies  at  which  procedures  for 
better  cooperation  were  worked  out. 

As  part  of  the  cooperative  effort  Town 
Counsel  provided  assistance  to  the  U.  S. 
Attorney  in  the  development  of  evidence  for 
their  case  through  discovery  and  depositions. 
The  Board  of  Selectmen  decided  not  to  join  the 
court  case  because  it  would  terminate  the 
Standstill  Agreement  and  be  very  costly.  The 
strategic  position  of  not  being  directly  in- 
volved, and  thereby  keeping  all  options  open, 
while   informaly   participating   in   the  pre-trial 


activities  was  considered  to  be  our  optimum 
pos  it  ion . 

The  pre-trial  activities  continued  delib- 
erately with  damaging  revelations  becoming 
part  of  the  record.  It  appeared  as  though 
months,  if  not  years,  could  be  devoted  to  this 
process  and  concern  was  expressed  about  the 
continued  motivation  of  the.  Federal  agencies 
and  potential  changed  in  the  National  politi- 
cal climate.  A  breakthrough  was  achieved  in 
late  July  when  the  State  DEQE ,  which  had  de- 
clined to  be  a  party  to  the  Federal  action, 
issued  an  order  to  Grace  to  clean  up  the  pol- 
lution. Grace  accepted  the  order  which,  in 
addition  to  the  agreements  reached  in 
February,  required  the  clean-up  of  the  Second- 
ary Lagoon  and  the  Landfill.  The  State  had 
been  successfully  negotiating  with  Grace  since 
April.  The  Board  of  Selectmen  met  with  State 
officials  in  early  August  and  as  a  condition 
of  not  appealing  the  Order,  the  State  agreed 
to  permit  the  Board  of  Selectmen  to  review  and 
criticize  all  plans  and  approvals  flowing  from 
the  Order. 

In  October,  a  similar  agreement  was  reach- 
ed with  Grace  by  the  U.  S.  Attorney  and  a 
Consent  Decree  issued  by  the  U.  S.  District 
Court.  As  part  of  the  Decree  and  special  ar- 
rangements with  Grace,  the  U.  S.  Attorney  and 
the  EPA,  the  Town  won  the  right  to  review  and 
comment  on  all  plans  and  approvals,  while  the 
Court  Order  was  not  to  be  effective  until 
December  31,  the  Board  of  Selectment  met  in 
public  session  on  three  occasions  in  October 
and  November  with  Grace  to  discuss  their  pro- 
posals and  to  draft  comments.  These  meetings 
and  comments  related  to  both  the  State  Order 
and  The  Court  Decree. 

The  State  Order  and  the  Court  Decree  did 
not  address  the  issues  of  replacement  water 
and  the  health  study  because  the  State  and 
Federal  agencies  did  not  have  jurisdiction 
over  such  matters.  In  the  Special  Agreement 
with  Grace,  however,  the  company  did  agree  to 
cooperate  in  a  Health  Study.  At  the  close  of 
the  year  the  Water  District  was  considering 
suing  Grace  for  damage  resulting  from  the 
closure  of  the  two  wells.  At  the  same  time  the 
Board  of  Selectmen  was  reviewing,  evaluating 
and  commenting  on  the  various  plans  and 
proposals  submitted  under  the  Court  Decree  and 
State  Order.  Town  Counsel  and  GZA,  which  had 
changed  its  name  from  GZD,  provided  support  to 
the  Board  of  Selectmen  under  the  provisions 
and  with  the  funds  authorized  by  a  1980  Town 
Meeting  Warrant  Article. 


Town  Manager's  Report 


The  Town  of  Acton  with  many  other  communi- 
ties within  the  Commonwealth,  have  embarked  in 
the  1980 's  into  a  new  era  of  management  -  the 
thrust  being  "to  get  by  with  less". 

Our  view  of  local  government  in  the  Town 
of  Acton  is  one  which  expects  growth.  This 
attitude  calls  for  budgets  to  grow,  federal 
and  state  assistance  to  increase,  real  estate 
property    to    appreciate,     roles    to    expand  and 


services  plus  benefits  to  increase.  Since  my 
exposure  to  government  the  thesis  behind  every 
policymaker's  decision  within  town  hall  has 
assumed  that  growth  is  inevitable. 

Police  departments  promote  increases  in 
uniformed  patrol  officers.  Public  works  de- 
partments prepare  their  budgets  in  expectation 
of  inflationary  costs.  Firefighters  demand 
further   back-up   coverage    for    safety    under  the 
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auspice  of  minimum  manning.  These  examples 
can  be  applied  to  every  department  -  whether 
they  be  school  or  town  services.  Acton  as  so 
many  other  communities  on  the  local  level  was 
not  prepared  for  a  great  deal  of  the  growth  or 
demand  by  its  increasing  population  for  great- 
er services. 

Reality  has  finally  struck!  The  voters 
within  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts  and 
by  a  2-1  vote  in  Acton  have  decreed  under  Pro- 
position 2  1/2  that  local  spending  be  lim- 
ited. Growth  is  not  likely  to  be  the  future 
for  public  sector  organizations.  Holding  the 
line  indefinitely  or  reducing  non-essential 
services  may  become  the  order  of  this  decade. 
The  difficulty  will  come  of  who  wins  and  who 
loses  in  the  politics  of  the  shirinking  pie. 

The  trend  toward  professionalization  of 
the  town  work  force  may  have  to  be  reversed, 
reluctantly  I  admit.  Volunteerism  will  become 
necessary  if  not  fashionable.  The  residents 
of  Acton  must  understand  that  approximately  35 
boards  and  committees  exist  which  comprise  in 
many  cases  of  over  200  volunteers.  The  sucess 
of  town  government  has  and  must  depend  on  this 
resource  of  providing  a  civic  contribution  to 
the  community.  In  the  last  two  years  as  a  re- 
sult   of   double    digit    inflation   and    the  pres- 


sures of  business  life  the  numbers  of  willing 
citizens  wishing  to  volunteer  has  plummetted. 
Under  Proposition  2  1/2  the  citizens  of  Acton 
must  realize  that  contribution  of  personal 
time  must  be  a  pre-requisite  in  considering 
new  services. 

Within  the  calendar  year  1980,  I  estab- 
lished an  Investment  Advisory  Committee  com- 
prised of  6  residents  with  professional  back- 
grounds in  investments  or  stocks,  this  commit- 
tee has  assesed  the  Town  Treasurer  to  yield 
from  the  town's  trust  accounts  an  additional 
$80,000  to  $100,000  in  new  income.  This  vol- 
unteer committee  meets  on  a  quarterly  basis 
and  make  recommendations  as  to  new  revenue  in- 
vestment policies.  The  talented  professional 
and  para-professional  citizens  that  reside 
within  the  Town  of  Acton  if  harnessed  could 
provide  the  town  with  extrador idinary 
resources  which  could  improve  the  effective- 
ness of  local  government. 

In  closing  this  report  I  would  like  to 
thank  all  the  departments  in  the  town  for 
their  continued  cooperation  and  assistance  in 
making  Acton  town  government  responsive  to  the 
citizens . 

Christopher  J.  Farrell 
Town  Manager 


Elected  Town  Officers 


Moderator 

Donald  MacKenzie  1981 

Selectmen 

Hayden  Duggan  1981 

Joyce  Foley  1981 

Stanton  J.  Collins  1982 

Joan  N.   Gardner  1983 

Gregory  M.  Jarboe  1983 

Local  and  Regional  School  Committees 

Robert  Evans,   Jr.  1981 

F.   Dore  Hunter  1981 

Susan  Grolnic  1982 

Cynthia  Kramer  1982 

Anne  H.   Ridley  1983 

Sally  Campbell  1983 

Trustees  of  Memorial  Library 

Vincent  Parella  1981 

Persis  R.   Green  1982 

Joseph  D.  Grandine  II  1983 

Acton  Housing  Authority 

Ann  M.  Courtright  1981 

Paul  G.  DerAnanian  1982 

James  Sargent  1983 

Joseph  Mercurio  1983 

Marlin  N.  Murdock  1985 


Trustees  of  West  Acton  Fireman's  Relief  Fund 


H.  Stuart  MacGregor  1981 
James  B.  Wilson  1982 
Frederick  A.   Harris  1983 

Trustees  of  Acton  Fireman's  Relief  Fund 

John  T.  McLaughlin  1981 
Richard  A.  Lowden  1982 
Walter  W.  Sprague  1983 

Trustees  of  Charlotte  Goodnow  Fund 

Nancy  Anne  Gilberti  1981 
Thelma  L.  Boatman  1982 
James  N.  Gates  1983 

Trustees  of  the  Citizen's  Library  Association 
of  West  Acton 

Corinne  Merkh  1981 
Priscilla  Killian  1982 
June  Cobb  1983 


9 


Appointments 
Made  by  Moderator 

Term  Expires 


Finance  Committee 


John  B. 

Gme  iner 

1980 

Matt  L. 

Mleziva 

1980 

Marilyn 

Peterson 

1980 

Wilson 

Bur saw 

1981 

Jeffrey 

Bergart 

1981 

Bailey 

M.  Geeslin 

1982 

Gena  G. 

Manalan 

1982 

William 

R.  McCarthy 

1982 

Mary  R. 

McCarthy 

1981 

Minuteman  Regional  Vocational  Technical 
School  District  Committee 

John  W.  Putnam  1981 
Palo  M.  Peirce  1981 

Appointments 
Made  by  Selectmen 

Designee  to  the  Middlesex  County  Advisory  Board 

Nancy  K.  Gerhardt  1981 

Ad  Hoc  Bike-Way  Committee 

Frank  R.  Flood 
John  R.  Folsom 
Mary  Louise  Longcope 
Betsyan  Newton 
Deven  L.  Scott 
Donald  C.  White 

Ad  Hoc  Committee  on  Revitalization 

John  W.  Hodge 
Jerome  L.  01  in 
Robert  G.  Rowe 
Eric  A.  Semple 
Steven  P.  Steinberg 

Advisory  Committee  on  Solid  Waste  Management 


Eric  Durling  1981 

Joan  N.   Gardner  1981 

Ralph  E.  Herrick,  Jr.  1981 

Advisory  Committee  on  Transportation 

Frank  R.  Flood  1981 

John  S.  Hitz  1981 

Timm  M.  Hurst  1981 

Martha  D.  Kleinman*  1981 

Curtis  H.   Spenny  1981 

Carol  Stimmel  1981 

Board  of  Appeals 

Harold  W.  Flood  1981 

Kenneth  L.   Grinnell*  1981 

Marion  Maxwell  1981 

Marilyn  Peterson  1981 

Associate  Members 

Ralph  Abbott  1981 

John  F.  Pasieka  1981 

Charles  Kadison  1981 


Archives  Committee 

Charles  M.  MacRae  1981 

Raymond  Shamel  1981 

Lawrence  Story  1981 

Joyce  C.  Woodhead  1981 

Auditing  Monitoring  Committee 

George  S.  Annis  1979 

Paul  G.   DerAnanian  1979 

James  J.  McPadden  1979 

Joyce  E.   Foley  1979 

Cable  TV  Advisory  Committee 

Thomas  Garber***  1981 

Donald  Gilberti  1981 

John  LeBaron  1981 

John  Phillips  1981 

Ronald  H.  Rosenthal  1981 

John  Thorp  1981 

Ronald  Vavruska  1981 

Lawrence  Weil  1981 
Wilson  Bursaw  (FinCom  Rep)  1981 

Computer  Advisory  Committee 

Joseph  W.  Bayne  1980 

L.  James  Doyle  1980 

George  0.  Gardner  1980 

Lelah  M.  Willoughby  1980 


Conservation  Commission  Easement 
Ad  Hoc  Committee 

Margaret  B.  Kinzie 
Lorens  A. A.  Persson 


Election  Officers 

PRECINCT  1 

Gail  Roche,  Warden  1981 

Donna  Braidman,   Deputy  Warden  1981 

Eileen  Gerngross,   Clerk  1981 

Kathy  Crocket,  Deputy  Clerk  1981 

Grace  Callanan,  Inspector  1981 
Barbara  Nylander,  Deputy  Inspector  1981 

Priscilla  Clapp,   Deputy  Inspector  1981 

PRECINCT  2 

Irene  McLaughlin,  Warden  1981 

John  F.  McLaughlin,  Deputy  Warden  1981 

Barbara  Mulvey,  Clerk  1981 

Violet  Perry,  Deputy  Clerk  1981 

Nancy  Gilberti,   Inspector  1981 

Frances  Collins,   Inspector  1981 

Eleanor  Petrocchi,  Teller  1981 

Theresa  Carroll,  Teller  1981 

Nancy  Miller,   Teller  1981 

Constance  Krea,  Teller  1981 

PRECINCT  3 

Dolores  R.  Nowokunski,  Warden  1981 
Mary  D.   Prendiville,   Deputy  Warden  1981 

John  C.  Veasie,   Clerk  1981 

Elizabeth  Charter,  Deputy  Clerk  1981 

Janet  A.   Bubier,   Inspector  1981 

Bridie  Connors,   Inspector  1981 

Ada  E.  Walker,  Deputy  Inspector  1981 

Judith  H.   Buck,  Deputy  Inspector  1981 

PRECINCT  4 

Mona  V.  Melymuka,  Warden  1981 

Judith  M.  Keohan,   Deputy  Warden  1981 

Marcia  T.   Fogelgren,  Clerk  1981 

Susan  L.  Moore,  Deputy  Clerk  1981 
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Elizabeth  D.   Lemere  1981 

Lucille  V.  Kress,   Inspector  1981 

Pauline  B.  Johnson,   Inspector  1981 

PRECINCT  5 

Katherine  F.   Arnold,  Warden  1981 

Barbara  E.   Neagle,   Deputy  Warden  1981 

Margaret  Douglas,  Clerk  1981 

William  H.   Arnold,   Inspector  1981 

Margaret  Bintliff,   Inspector  1981 

Ardelia  H.   Hamke ,  Teller  1981 

Esther  Perry,  Teller  1981 

PRECINCT  6 

Joan  Nelson,  Warden  1981 

Ruth  R.   Phelps,  Deputy  Warden  1981 

Esther  M.  Bergin,  Clerk  1981 

Lorraine  0.   Condon  1981 

Maryianne  Varno,   Inspector  1981 

Linda  L.   Luosalo,   Inspector  1981 


Historic  District  Study  Committee 


Frank  T.  Brezezinsky 
William  Klauer 
Robert  Z.  Niland 
Robert  H.  Nylander 
Richard  J.  O'Neil 

Personnel  Board 

Grant  A.  Bowry 
Walter  E.C.  George 
Henry  J.  Hogan,  III 
Walter  L.  Levensaler 
Henry  M.  Young 

Planning  Board 

Sandy  Bayne 
William  R.  Becklean 
Neal  A.  Grolnic 
Lane  W.  Kirkpatrick* 
Julie  McCarthy 
Hollis  P.  Nelson* 
Kathleen  Phillips* 
Norman  E.  Weare 

Prision  Study  Committee 

Pamela  Boomer 
F.  Dore  Hunter 
Arnold  R.  Rosenfeld 

Registrar  of  Voters 

Elizabeth  A.  Barbadoro 
David  E.  Driscoll 
George  F.  Tuttle 

Town  Accountant 

W.  Roy  Wetherby 

Assistant  Town  Accountant 

Mary  Larson 

Town  Manager 

Christopher  J.  Farrell 


1981 
1981 
1981 
1981 
1981 


1983 
1981 
1983 
1981 
1982 


1984 
1981 
1980 
1983 
1981 
1985 
1981 
1985 


1983 
1982 
1983 


1981 


1981 


1981 


Appointments 
Made  by  Town  Manager 

Requiring  Approval 
of  the  Board  of  Selectmen 


Board  of  Assessors 

James  J.  Kotanchik 
Edward  H.  O'Donoghue 
Paul  M.  Wexelblat 

Conservation  Commission 

Judith  A.  Clark 
Brewster  Conant 
Charles  B.  Freeman 
Eileen  Gerngross 
Dana  Sawyer 

Historical  Commission 

Anita  Dodson 
Marian  E.   H.  Houghton 
William  Klauer 
Robert  H.  Nylander 

Town  Clerk 

Lydia  R.  Lesure 

Town  Counsel 

Acheson  H.  Callaghan,  Jr. 


1981 
1981 
1981 


1982 
1982 
1982 
1981 
1983 


1981 
1983 
1981 
1980 


1981 


1981 


Town  Treasurer  and  Collector 

Walter  O'Connell  1981 


Youth  Commission 

Helen  T.  Berger* 
Nancy  Carroll* 
Peter  L.  Gauthier 
Cornelia  0.  Huber* 
Marilu  G.  Nowlin* 
John  Ormsbee* 
Jean  K.  Roberts 
Gary  Wehr 

Associate  Members 

Ellen  S.  Bettman 
Nan  Casselbury 
Joseph  Cooney 
Paul  Re  id 
Paul  Thomas 
Nancye  Tuttle 
Thomas  Watson 


1980 
1982 
1983 
1981 
1981 
1981 
1982 
1981 


1982 
1982 
1982 
1982 
1982 
1982 
1982 


Appointments 
Made  by  Town  Manager 

Administrative  Assistant  to  the  Town  Manager 

Charles  L.   Sumner  1981 


Assistant  Assessor 

Victor  E.  Stewart 


1981 
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Board  of  Health 

Donald  R.  Gilberti 
Louise  A.  Beauregard 
Norman  W.F.  Higgins* 
Pam  Res or 

Building  Commissioner 

Don  P.  Johnson 

Local  Building  Inspector 

Michael  Butler* 

Cemetery  Commissioners 

Charles  F.  Putnam 
Harlan  E.  Tuttle 
Howard  F.  Jones 

Constables 

David  J.  Allen 
Joseph  C.  Brown 
David  J.  Carpenter 
Frederick  J.  Hryniewich 
Charles  A.  Morehouse 
Robert  S.  Rhodes 
Joseph  Stigliani* 

Council  on  Aging 

R.  Donald  Biron 
Anna  H.  Reip 
Margaret  A.  Rennie 
James  H.   Sargent,  Jr. 
Barbara  K.  Smith 
Ethel  Mitchell  Smith 
Anne  T.  Staples 

Associate  Members 

Barbara  K.  Wilson 

Deputy  Building  Inspector 

David  F.  Abbt 

Deputy  Forest  Warden 

Edward  Belmont 
Donald  F.  Copeland 
Clarence  G.  Frost 

Deputy  Inspector  of  Gas  Piping  &  Gas 

Warren  E.  Bemis 

Deputy  Inspector  of  Wires 

Lawrence  I.  Tucker 

Director  of  Civil  Defense 

Donald  W.  Macaulay 

Director  of  Public  Health 

Steven  Calichman 


1983 
1981 
1981 
1982 


1981 


1981 


1983 
1981 
1982 


1981 
1981 
1981 
1981 
1981 
1981 
1981 


1981 
1981 
1981 
1981 
1981 
1981 
1981 


1981 


1981 


1981 
1981 
1981 


Appliances 

1981 


1981 


Dog  Officer 


Patrick  Palmer 

Fence  Viewer 

David  F.  Abbt _ 
Andrew  H.  Hendrickson 

Field  Driver 

William  J.  Durkin,  Jr. 
Andrew  H.  Hendrickson 


1981 


1981 


1981 


1981 
1981 


1981 
1981 


Fire  Chief 

Malcolm  S.  MacGregor  1981 

Firemen 

(Standing  Appontments) 

Lt .  Officer  in  Charge  of  Fire  Prevention  Bureau 
Robert  C.  Craig 

CAPTAINS 

Edward  Belmont  Donald  Copeland 

Bernard  Caouette  Clarence  G.  Frost 


FIREFIGHTERS 
Forrest  Emerson  Bean  III  1 
David  Calkins 
Wayne  Arthur  Decker 
Clifford  Kenneth  Hicks 
James  Stephen  Kessler 
David  G.  Nichols 
Carl  Robinson 
Peter  Alan  Robinson 
William  H.   Soar,  Jr. 
Bruce  L.  Vinal 
George  B.  Williams,  III 
Peter  Alan  Robinson 


rimothy  Blaisdell 
Joseph  Conquest 
Milton  Hart 
Stephen  Huntley* 
William  Klauer 
Timothy  Pattee 
Malcolm  Perkins 
Paul  Simeone 
Charles  Sweet 
Robert  Wetherbee 
James  Young 
Russell  Salamone 


FIREFIGHTER/EMT 
Edward  Bennett  James  D.  Fenton 

Richard  O'Leary  William  M.  Primiano 

Brian  Richter  Robert  A.  Vanderhoof 

Brent  Wheeler  Dana  C.  Flint 

CALL  FIREFIGHTERS 
( Standing  Appointments ) 


LIEUTENANTS 
Richard  Gallant 


Carl  Simeone 


FIREFIGHTERS 
(Acton  Center  Station) 
Ronald  Calkins  Mark  Deloury 

Gary  Finneault  William  Hartman 

Fisher  Hills,  Jr.  Robert  W.  Reynolds, Jr. 
Bruce  Stone  Richard  Swenson 

Samuel  Wade  Scott  Vanderhoof 

(South  Acton  Station) 
Dean  Melanson  Myles  Heffernan 

Kendall  Hicks  David  Hillman 

Robert  W.   Puffer,   III  Allen  Nelson 

Alan  J.  Waters  Gordon  Robinson 

George  Wetherbee,  Jr. 

(West  Acton  Station) 
Gordon  Gravlin  Francis  Malson 

Keith  Robinson  Michael  Smith 

Bruce  K.   Stamski  James  Patton 

William  Benevilli 


Forest  Warden 

Malcolm  S.  MacGregor 


1981 


Inspector  of  Animals 

Patrick  Palmer  1981 

Inspector  of  Gas  Piping  &  Gas  Appliances 

Joseph  G.  Perry   
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Investment  Advisory  Committee 


David  ri.  Freese 
James  L.  Greenbaum 
Howel  T.  Evans,  Jr. 
Charles  F.  Putnam 
Nancy  C.  Howe 

Inspector  of  Wires 

Leslie  F.  Parke 

Keeper  of  the  Lockup 

Chauncey  R.  Fenton,  Jr. 


1981 
1981 
1981 
1981 
1981 


1981 


1981 


Metropolitan  Area  Planning  Council 

William  C.  Sawyer  1982 


Permanent  Building  Committee 


Peter  L.  Morbeck 
Donald  M.  Perkins 
John  R.  Folsom** 
Thomas  J.  Regan,  Jr. 
Edward  L.  Morrill 
James  A.  Kazokas** 


1981 
1981 
1981 
1982 
1982 
1982 


Police  Department 

Civil  Service 
(Standing  Appointments) 

CHIEF 

Chauncey  R.  Fenton,  Jr. 

SERGEANTS 

Robert  S.  Rhodes  George  W.  Robinson 

John  T.  McNifi  Robert  P.  MacLeod 

Robert  L.  Par is i 


PATROLMEN 
Donald  M.  Bresnick 
Paul  J.  Cogan 
Charles  L.  Coggins* 
George  J.  Dristilaris 
Lawrence  A.  Dupont 
Brian  R.  Goodman 
Bernard  W.  Harrison 
William  N.  Hayes 


Ronald  E.  Johnson 
Stephen  J.  McCarthy 
Paul  V.  McGovern 
Bruce  A.  Nadeau 
Calvin  H.  O'Coin 
Dennis  D.Thompson, Sr. 
Thomas  J.  Rogers 
Francis  J.  Widmayer 


DISPATCHER 
James  V.  McPadden 


CHAPLAIN 


Roger  W.  Wooton 


1981 


1981 


SPECIAL  OFFICERS 
Edmond  Daigneault  -  W.R.  Grace  Co.  1981 

WESTFORD-SPECIAL  POLICE  OFFICERS-ACTON 

Joseph  R.  Connell  1981 

Edward  Cossette  1981 

Douglas  L.  Deware  1981 

Davis  Hogg  1981 

Sylvio  Brule  1981 

Francis  Chandonait  1981 

Cleveland  Coats  1981 

Hervey  Cote  1981 

Warren  DeForge  1981 

James  Doolin  1981 

William  Duggan  1981 

Eric  Gordon  1981 

Patrick  Haran  1981 


James  Hayes 

1981 

George  Higgins 

1981 

Terence  Kane 

1981 

Milton  Kinney 

1981 

George  MacGregor,  Jr. 

1  A  O  1 

L9ol 

Paul  Montminy 

1981 

MATRONS 

June  Carney 

1981 

Marjory  J.  Davis 

1981 

Muriel  B.  Flannery 

1981 

Natacha  MacGregor 

1981 

Terry  Moore 

1981 

Christine  M.  Joyce 

1981 

AUXILIARY  POLICE 

OFFICERS 

Kenneth  Sundberg 

Raymond  Paul  Grey 

Dean  Charter 

Charles  Day 

Bruce  Smith 

Matthew  Benson 

Raymond  LaRoche 

Jack  Batchelder 

Teresa  Moore 

Bruce  E.  Guenard 

Donald  Macaulay  - 

Director 

Search  &  Rescue  Team  Explorer  Post  7 

Wendy  Anderson 

Pauleen  Bursaw 

Glen  Campbell 

Joyce  Campbell 

Seth  Campbell 

Tim  Condon 

Mike  Cough 1  in 

Donny  Cull  inane 

Debbie  Day 

Chris  Dudley 

Kevin  Dudley 

Sally  Donaldson 

Kathleen  M.  Ellis 

Chris  Gauthier 

Jeanne  Gauthier 

Dave  Gonzalez 

Liz  Gonzalez 

Karen  Hill 

Kathy  Kennedy 

Katherine  LaPorte 

Cindi  Look 

Robin  Lowry 

Wrendy  Lowry 

Jill  Macaulay 

Linda  Macaulay 

Sandra  Macaulay 

Ellin  March 

Mari  Beth  March 

Wendi  Mikenas 

Laura  Pat ton 

Kim  Ryan 

Pete  Schock 

Chris  Soar 

Meg  Stokinger 

Ken  Totas 

Adam  Weare 

ADULT  LEADERS 


Charles  L.  Coggins 
John  S.  Hawkes 
Richard  Hickox 
Connie  Sue  Ingram 
William  Klauer 
Ellen  Lambert 
Donald  W.  Macaulay 


Christopher  J.  Farrell 
Mark  S.  Hickox 
Larry  Hill 
Robert  Ingram 
Norman  Lake 
Carole  Lee  Landry 
Eleanor  Macaulay 


Thomas  Wether bee 

Donald  W.  Macaulay,  Director 
Robert  W.  Ingram,  Deputy  Director 
Lawrence  M.  Hill,  Deputy  Director 
Norman  D.  Lake,  Warning  Officer 
Ronald  H.  Rosenthal,  Communication  Officer 

Richard  E.  Wright,  Communication  Officer 
John  S.  Hawkes,  Search  &  Rescue  Coordinator 
Charles  Landry,  Shelter  Manager 
Richard  Hickox,  React  Liaison  Officer 

AUXILIARY  FIRE  FIGHTERS 
Capt.  Norman  Nicholson        Lt.  David  Soar 
Lt.  John  McGrath  FF  Tad  Vanderwart 

FF  Cliff  Clarke  FF  Matt  March 

FF  Gary  Whi taker 
Dean  Melanson  James  Boothroyd 

Douglas  Stone  William  Soar 

Leonard  Kendall 
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Prison  Advisory  Committee 


Arnold  R.  Rosenfeld  1981 

Dore  F.  Hunter  1981 

Pamela  R.  Booma  1981 

Public  Ceremonies  &  Celebrations  Committee 

Richmond  P.  Miller,  Jr.  1983 

Martha  Steeves  1983 

David  H.  Donaldson  1981 

E.  Wilson  Bursaw  1981 

Roger  M.  Huebsch*  1981 

Nancy  Barlow  1981 

Robert  W.   Ingram  1982 

Patricia  McMillan  1982 

Public  Weighers 

William  J.  Durkin  1981 

Bernard  W.  Harrison  1981 

Robert  S.  Rhodes  1981 

George  W.  Robinson  1981 

Arthur  P.  Genetti  1981 

Francis  S.  Mazza,  jr.  1981 

Phyllis  Szidat  1981 

James  A.  Barbato  1981 

Robert  M.  Greenough  1981 

Robert  C.  Nickerson  1981 

Paul  J.  Mariano  1981 

Irene  M.  D'Eon  1981 

Recreation  Commission 

Charles  A.  Morehouse  1984 

William  P.  Avril  1981 

Carol  N.  Mahoney  1982 

Beatrice  C.  Perkins  1982 

Recreation  Director 

Thomas  M.  Haggerty  1981 

Sealer  of  Weights  &  Measures 

Dana  Clark  Flint  1981 

Street  Lighting  Committee 

Booth  D.  Jackson  1981 

K.  Stuart  MacGregor  1981 

Leslie  F.  Parke  1981 

Superintendent  of  Cemeteries 

T.   F.   Stewart  Kennedy  1981 

Superintendent  of  Insect  Pest  Control 

Dean  A.  Charter  1983 

Superintendent  of  Streets 

Allen  H.   Nelson  1981 

Town  Building/Land  Acquisition  Committee 

^avis  F.  Abbt  1981 

chard  J.  Calandrella  1981 

Gerald  B.  Gallagher  1981 

Richmond  P.  Miller,  Jr.  1981 

Michael  G.  Rosenbaura  1981 


Town  Engineer 

Ralph  W.  Herrick,  Jr.  1981 

Town  Forest  Committee 

Emery  D.  Nelson  1980 

Franklin  H.  Charter  1981 

Charles  Landry  1981 

Town  Report  Committee 

Marilyn  L.  Barstow  1981 

Stanley  E.  Bielski  1981 

Maurice  Sagoff  1981 

Dennis  J.  Ahern  1980 

Janet  E.  Madden  1981 

Deborah  Tierney  1981 

Nancy  S.   Shipley  1981 

Gregory  Jarboe*  1980 

Tree  Warden 

Dean  Charter  1981 

Veteran's  Agent  &  Director  of  Veteran's  Services 

Paul  Ca,ssidy  1981 

Veteran's  Burial  Agent 

T.  F.   Stewart  Kennedy  1981 

Veteran's  Graves  Officer 

T.  F.   Stewart  Kennedy  1981 

Workmen's  Compensation  Agent 

Theron  A.  Lowden  1981 


*Re signed 
**Replaced 
*** Deceased 
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Town  Services 


Acton  Town  Hall 
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Highway  Department 


Genera  1 

The  Department  completed  the  wheelchair 
ramp  project  at  the  Center  Library,  with  grad- 
ing,  loaming  and  seeding  of  the  side  lawn. 

Subdrains  were  installed  at  the  Conant 
School  ball  field.  Loam  was  spread  and 
graded,   limed,   fertilized,'  and  seeded. 

This  year  all  the  roads  were  swept, 
starting  in  District  3.  Next  year  District  2 
will  be  swept  first.  The  sweeping  was  ac- 
complished rather  fast  because  of  our  light 
winter.  The  Center  and  South  Square  received 
one  sweeping  per  week,  while  West  Square  re- 
ceived sweepings  twice  a  week. 

The  trash  barrels  were  placed  arounu 
town  where  needed.  They  were  placed  in  West 
Square,  but  were  removed  because  people  were 
using  them  as  the  town  dump. 

Some  625  feet  of  I-  beam  guard  rail  was 
installed  along  North  Main  Street,  replacing 
the  old  cable  guard  rail.  The  old  cement 
posts  that  were  reusable  were  placed  at  the 
culvert  on  River  Street. 

The  intersection  of  Willow  and  Summer 
Streets  was  hot  topped.  Berm  was  installed 
followed  by  loaming  and  seeding. 

The  grass  mowing  and  road  side  mowing 
were  done  where  needed  throughout  the  town. 

The  West  Square  Common  was  reconstruc- 
ted during  the  summer.  The  old  water  fountain 
was  relocated  and  put  into  service.  All  the 
old  curbing  was  replaced  with  granite  curbing, 
and  concrete  walk  ways  were  installed  around 
the  Common.  The  area  was  then  seeded,  and 
trees  were  planted. 

The  Acton  Center  Fire  Station  parking 
lot  was  reconstructed,  and  drainage  was  in- 
stalled. The  area  was  then  graveled,  hot  top 
applied,  and  parking  lines  painted.  The  outer 
edges  will  be  loamed  and  seeded  . 

The  concrete  sidewalk  on  Windsor  Avenue 
was  extended  to  Windsor  Green.  A  new  concrete 
sidewalk  with  granite  curbing  was  installed  on 
Pearl  Street. 

The  work  at  the  intersection  of  Taylor 
Road  and  Minot  Avenue  was  completed.  A 
fieldstone  wall  was  installed,  and  then  the 
area  around  the  wall  and  road  side  was  loamed 
and  seeded. 

Thirteen  hundred  and  fifty  feet  of 
sidewalk  was  installed  on  South  Main  Street 
from  Fletcher  Court  southerly.  This  will  be 
loamed  and  seeded  in  the  spring. 

Berms  were  installed  on  Sudbury  Hill 
Road,  Hayward  Road,  and  Jefferson  Drive. 

Dra  inage 

Three  catch  basins  were  installed  at 
the  intersection  of  Willow  and  Summer 
Streets.  Lilac  Road  had  one  catch  basin  in- 
stalled. One  catch  basin  was  installed  on 
Nagog  Hill  Road  200  feet  south  of  Long  Ridge 
Road.  One  structure  on  Cowdrey  Lane  was  re- 
built into  a  catch  basin.  Catch  basins  were 
installed  on  Summer  Street  between  Willow  and 
Central  Streets,  on  Minuteman  Road,  and  at  the 
intersection  of  Paul  Revere  Road  and  Ethan 
Allen    Drive    two    catch    basins    were  installed. 


One  catch  basin  was  installed  at  the 
intersection  of  Arlington  and  Central 
Streets.  Six  catch  ba-  sins  and  one  manhole 
were  installed  on  Windsor  Avenue.  Two 
manholes  were  installed  on  River  Street  at  the 
intersection  of  School  Street  so  drainage 
would  bypass  a  new  leaching  field. 

Our  large  drainage  project  for  the  year 
was  the  installation  of  two  10'  x  50*  long 
culverts  on  River  Street  near  Merriam  Lane. 
They  replaced  two  large  stone  culverts  that 
were  deteriorating.  The  Department  had  to 
have  the  gas  main  cut  off  while  they  were  in- 
stalling the  two  culverts.  The  Water  District 
has  to  relocate  their  water  main.  Next  spring 
the  road  shoulders  and  bankings  will  be  loamed 
and  seeded,  and  the  retaining  wall  will  be 
grouted  and  the  cap  stones  placed. 

Primary  and  Secondary  Roads 

This  year  the  Department  had  hot  top 
laid  in  place  on  the  following  primary  roads: 
Main  Street  from  Nagog  Hill  Road  to  Brook 
Street,  School  Street  in  the  vicinity  of  Piper 
Road,  the  full  length  of  Concord  Road  and 
Massachusetts  Avenue.  The  catch  basins  and 
manholes  were  raised  to  grade  on  Massachu- 
setts Avenue  before  the  hot  top  was  applied. 

The  secondary  roads  that  received  hot 
top  laid  in  place  were:  Oakwood  Road,  Foster 
Road,  Windsor  Avenue,  and  Arlington  Street 
from  Homestead  Street  to  1200  feet  south  of 
Summer  Street. 

The  stone  seal  was  not  done  this  year, 
but  next  year  we  will  do  the  two  seasons  in 
one . 

Honey  Pot 

This  year  four  beds  were  made  into  two 
beds.  They  were  all  hot  topped,  and  now  they 
should  work  very  well  with  less  maintenance 
than  before. 

The  dry  year  showed  up  in  gallons  of 
septage  being  pumped  with  the  honey  pot  re- 
ceiving less  than  half  of  the  previous  year. 

Landfill 

Blowing  paper  is  still  our  big  prob- 
lem. The  Department  had  a  12  foot  fence  in- 
stalled around  the  dumping  area  which  helped 
quite  a  bit.  This  will  have  to  be  relocated 
come  the  first  of  the  year. 

Snow 

Snow  fence  was  installed  only  at  the 
intersection  of  Main  Street  and  Hayward  Road 
to  protect  the  shrubbery  .  Sand  barrels  were 
placed  at  the  trouble  spots  along  the 
roads  ides . 

The  first  sanding  came  on  December 
13th,  and  the  last  was  on  March  14th. 

We  had  only  17  3/4"  of  snow  requiring 
us  to  plow  and  remove  snow  twice  .  The 
Department  sanded  a  total  of  15  times;  nine 
complete  sandings  and  six  spot  sandings. 

All  the  snow  equipment  was  repaired  and 
painted  where  needed. 

Sand  and  salt  are  made  available  to  all 
townspeople  in  the  salt  shed  at  the  rear  of 
the  Highway  Building  on  Forest  Road. 
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Equipment 

The  Department  received  the  following 
equipment  this  year: 

A  new  100  C.F.M.  Ingersoll  Rand  Air 
Compressor,  a  new  cement  mixer,  and  two  small 
Home  lite  pumps 

This  equipment  is  part  of  our  capital 
outlay  program. 


I  would  like  to  thank  all  departments 
for  their  cooperation  to  make  our  year  a  pro- 
ductive one. 


Allen  Nelson 
Superintendent 


Transportation  Advisory  Committee 


The  Transportation  Advisory  Committee 
(TAC)  is  responsible  for  assembling  and  pre- 
senting all  the  basic  data  necessary  for  the 
Town  to  formulate  and  act  upon  transportation 
related  issues.  It  acts  in  an  advisory  capac- 
ity to  the  Board  of  Selectmen. 

Through  the  Town's  membership  in  the 
Lowell  Regional  Transit  Authority  (LRTA) ,  a 
minibus  transit  service  for  the  elderly  and 
handicapped,  the  "Road  Runner",  was  initiated 
in  Acton  in  September  1979.  The  TAC  has  been 
monitoring  the  performance  of  the  Road  Runner 
to  provide  a  basis  for  making  recommendations 
to  the  Town  for  any  necessary  changes  to  its 
service.  During  its  first  full  month  of  opera- 
tion, the  Road  Runner  provided  459  passenger 
trips.  By  May,  1980  its  ridership  had  in- 
creased by  48%  and  the  TAC  recommended  to  the 
Selectmen  that  the  service  be  extended  to  an 
average  of  6  hours  a  day,  five  days  a  week. 
This  service  expansion  was  implemented  during 
the  summer  and  the  Road  Runner  has  since  pro- 
vided 872  passenger  trips  over  its  last  month 
of  operation.  All  evaluations  have  been  in 
collaboration  with  the  Council  on  Aging. 

A  major  concern  to  the  Town  is  the  level 
of  commuter  bus  service  available  for  the  com- 
mute to  and  from  Boston.  Because  of  deterior- 
ating levels  in  this  service,  the  TAC  was 
asked  last  winter  to  investigate,  the  situation 
and  provide  recommendations  for  improvements. 
The    TAC    interviewed    commuter    bus    riders,  an- 


alyzed rider  surveys  and  discussed  the  problem 
with  the  transit  operator.  A  key  issue  that 
emerged  was  the  operator's  desire  to  phase  out 
this  segment  of  his  operation.  The  operator 
subsequently  petitioned  the  DPU  to  transfer 
his  certificate  to  another  carrier.  The  TAC 
represented  the  Town's  interests  at  the  DPU 
hearings  considering  the  carrier's  request  and 
provided  testimony  on  the  Town's  behalf.  The 
DPU  approved  a  transfer  of  the  certificate  to 
a  new  carrier  and  since  then  the  level  of  com- 
muter bus  service  has  improved. 

Last  summer  the  MBTA  was  considering  major 
reductions  in  commuter  rail  service  as  a  re- 
sult of  budgetary  constraints.  At  the  request 
of  the  Town  and  working  with  the  LRTA,  the  TAC 
assisted  in  arranging  a  special  public  meet- 
ing, attended  by  MBTA  officials,  to  discuss 
the  issues. 

During  the  year,  Curtis  Spenny  served  as 
the  TAC  chairman  and  a  new  member,  Timothy 
Hurst,  was  added  to  the  Committee. 

The  TAC  wishes  to  thank  the  Selectmen,  the 
Town  Manager  and  his  staff,  and  all  others  who 
have  advised  and  assisted  the  TAC  in  its  ac- 
tivities during  the  year. 

John  Hitz,  Chairman 
Francis  Flood 
Timothy  Hurst 
Martha  Kleinman 
Curtis  Spenny 


Town  Engineer 


The  Engineering  Department's  function  is 
to  provide  the  Town  boards,  committees  and 
departments  with  engineering  and  surveying 
expertise;  to  design,  obtain  approvals  for  and 
supervise  the  construction  of  public  works 
projects;  to  monitor  the  sanitary  landfill  and 
septage  disposal  area;  to  evaluate  the  en- 
gineering aspects  of  reports  and  plans  for 
Town  boards  and  commissions;  to  inspect  sub- 
division construction  within  the  Town  to 
insure  conformance  with  plans  and  spec- 
ifications; and  to  maintain  and  update  Town 
maps,  atlases,  and  associated  files. 

The  Engineering  Department  staff  consists 
of  Ralph  W.  Herrick,  Jr.  P.E.  &  R.L.S.,  Town 
Engineer;  David  F.  Abbt  R.L.S.,  Assistant  Town 
Engineer;  Eric  K.  Durling  P.E. ,  Assistant 
Civil     Engineer;     Douglas     K.     Halley,  Junior 


Civil  Engineer;  Margarita  "Gari"  Kloss,  Rod- 
person;  and  Elaine  DeCesare,  Secretary.  Gari 
Kloss  took  a  four  month  leave  of  absence  to 
journey  through  Europe  and  Africa.  John  Pren- 
diville  of  Elm  Street,  a  student  majoring  in 
Civil  Engineering  at  Northeastern,  was  hired 
as  a  summer  replacement. 

As  has  become  usual  a  significant  portion 
of  our  time  this  year  was  occupied  by  Acton's 
solid  waste  disposal  problems.  We  continued 
our  monitoring  of  the  Forest  Road  Sanitary 
Landfill.  This  is  accomplished  by  semi-annual 
topographic  surveys.  Our  reports  to  the  Mass- 
achusetts Department  of  Environmental  Quality 
Engineering  (DEQE)  indicate  that  with  our 
present  rate  of  filling  this  landfill  should 
last  until  the  spring  of  1983  rather  than  the 
spring  of  1982  as  we  originally  estimated. 
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We  also  prepared  plans  for  an  additional 
lift  on  this  landfill  plus  filling  some  new 
areas  that  will  extend  the  life  of  the  Forest 
Road  landfill  until  the  Fall  of  1985.  These 
plans  have  been  submitted  to  DEQE  for  approval. 

The  plans  for  a  new  landfill  on  Quarry 
Road  were  revised  to  comply  with  comments  and 
suggestions  received  from  DEQE  and  were  resub- 
mitted. This  project  has>  a  lowered  priority 
at  this  time  due  to  the  extended  life  of  the 
present  landfill. 

We  continue  to  actively  investigate  avail- 
able alternate  methods  of  solid  waste  disposal 
such  as  regional  waste  recovery  and  recycling. 

The  Engineering  Department  was  also  in- 
volved last  year  in  Wastewater  Management. 
Continuous  liason  with  the  Town's  Wastewater 
Management  Advisory  Committee  in  the  formula- 
tion of  the  local  wastewater  management  study 
("201"  study)  was  also  accomplished  during  the 
year.  The  purpose  of  this  study  is  to  deter- 
mine a  management  system  to  dispose  of  the 
wastewater  (liquid  waste)  for  the  Town  for  a 
planning  period  of  twenty  years.  (For  more 
information  see  the  report  from  the  Wastewater 
Advisory  Committee.) 

Each  year  the  Engineering  Department  pro- 
vides field  survey  and  engineering  design  work 
for  projects  constructed  by  the  Acton  Highway 
Department.  Projects  this  year  included  the 
major  culvert  replacement  for  Fort  Pond  Brook 
under  River  Street  at  Merriam  Lane,  recon- 
struction of  the  small  park  in  West  Acton  Cen- 
ter, construction  of  a  paved  parking  lot  be- 
hind the  Acton  Center  Fire  Stat  ion,  additional 
concrete  sidewalks  on  Windsor  Avenue  and  Pearl 
Street,  a  comprehensive  storm  water  drainage 
system  for  Windsor  Avenue  and  several  minor 
drainage  projects  on  Minuteman  Road,  Ethan  Al- 
len Drive  and  Charter  Road.  The  cooperation 
of  the  Highway  Department  personnel  on  all 
these  projects  was  excellent. 

The  Engineering  Department  surveyed  and 
prepared  plans  of  three  parcels  of  land  that 
were  purchased  by  the  Town.  These  were  the 
"Quin  Land"  on  Nagog  Hill  Road,  the  "Dillman" 
or  "Concord  Ice  Pond"  land  on  Concord  Road  and 
the  "Penn  Central  Land"  adjacent  to  the  Dill- 
man  Land  on  Concord  Road. 

We  have  started  work  on  preparing  plans 
for  an  annex  on  Railroad  Street  to  the  South 
Acton  Commuter  Parking  Lot. 

We  have  done  the  necessary  field  work  to 
provide  the  consultant  doing  the  Town  hydro- 
geological  study  with  elevations  of  test  wells 
in  the  area  of  the  Forest  Road  landfill. 

Work  for  the  Cemetery  Commissioners  this 
year  consisted  principally  of  preliminary 
grave  lot  stakeout  in  Wood  lawn  Cemetery  for 
planting  of  trees  and  hedges.  We  also  advised 
on  the  solution  of  a  persistent  drainage  prob- 
lem at  their  office  and  garage  in  Woodlawn 
Ceme  tery . 

For  the  Board  of  Assessors  we  prepared  in- 
formation concerning  ownership  of  private 
ways.  We  also  assisted  in  reviewing  title  re- 
cords of  tax  delinquent  property. 

During  the  past  year  we  gave  testimony  in 
two  court  cases  involving  the  Town.  One  was 
the  Katz  case  involving  an  eminent  domain  tak- 
ing of    land    for   conservation   purposes   and  the 


other  was  the  Schroeder  case  involving  a  local 
drainage  problem. 

This  department  was  assigned  the  responsi- 
bility of  making  safety  inspections  of  gravel 
pits  according  to  standards  set  by  the  Board 
of  Selectmen.  Pits  inspected  this  year  were 
the  Acton  Water  District  pits  on  High  Street 
and  Lawsbrook  Road  and  the  Acton  Sand  and  Gra- 
vel pit  in  North  Acton. 

Construction  of  a  second  baseball  field  at 
the  Conant  School  was  completed  this  spring. 
The  Engineering  Department  staked  out  field 
grades  and  provided  construction  supervision. 
Similar  assistance  was  provided  for  the  School 
Maintenance  Department's  project  to  regrade 
two  soccer  fields  and  one  practice  football 
field  at  the  Regional  High  School. 

Subdivisions  are  reviewed  and  inspected  by 
the  Engineering  Department  from  initial  sub- 
mission to  completion  of  the  roads.  When  the 
plan  is  submitted  a  comprehensive  engineering 
evaluation  of  all  aspects  of  a  proposed  sub- 
division is  made  based  upon  the  current  Plan- 
ning Board  Rules  and  Regulations.  This  year 
Wilde  Meadows,  Heather  Hill  Estates  and  Wam- 
panoag  Hill  were  reviewed. 

Subdivision  roads  under  construction  this 
year  that  were  inspected  by  this  Department 
were:  Washington  Drive,  Jackson  Drive,  Nonset 
Path,  Kingman  Road,  Castle  Drive,  Sandy  Drive, 
Candida  Lane,  Putnam  Road,  Meadowbrook  Road, 
Tenney  Circle  and  Robert  Road.  Bond  estimates 
were  also  prepared  as  requested  by  the  Plan- 
ning Board  to  cover  the  cost  of  uncompleted 
work  on  subdivision  roads  prior  to  the  lots 
being  released  for  building. 

Setting  and  maintaining  granite  road 
bounds  at  the  beginning  and  ends  of  curves  on 
the  exterior  sidelines  of  streets  with  layouts 
is  a  continuing  project  for  the  Engineering 
Department.  These  bounds  are  set  and  main- 
tained according  to  Massachusetts  General  Laws 
Chapter  86,  Section  1,  on  laid  out  roads  to 
delineate  the  road  right-of-way  and  thereby 
aid  abutting  property  owners  and  private  sur- 
veyors in  establishing  property  lines.  This 
year  road  bounds  were  set  at  the  Taylor  Road  - 
Minot  Avenue  intersection  and  two  such  bounds 
were  reset  on  Windsor  Avenue. 

This  department  also  aided  the  Board  of 
Selectmen  in  perambulating  the  common  town 
bounds  with  the  Towns  of  Carlisle,  Maynard  and 
Boxborough . 

On  a  daily  basis,  the  Engineering  Depart- 
ment   handles    the    routine    tasks    of  inspecting 
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street  cuts  related  to  the  installation  of 
utilities  and  driveways,  responding  to  re- 
quests concerning  drainage  problems,  reviewing 
site  plans,  preparing  street  acceptances,  up- 
dating the  Town  Atlas,  Flood  Plain  Maps,  Zon- 
ing Maps  and  other  Town  Maps,  providing  the 
general  public  with  information,  and  assisting 
the  various  Town  boards  and  agencies. 


This  department  will  continue  to  use  its 
resources  to  meet  the  Town's  various  engineer- 
ing needs.  We  appreciate  the  cooperation  re- 
ceived from  the  other  Town  Departments,  Boards 
and  Committees,  and  anticipate  further  produc- 
tive efforts  in  the  coming  year. 

Ralph  W.  Herrick,  Jr. 
Town  Engineer 


Tree  Department 


The  legislation  under  which  the  Tree 
Department  operates  is  found  in  Mass.  General 
Laws  Chap.  87.  This  Chapter  contains  prov- 
isions that  allow  the  Tree  Warden  to: 

1.  Remove  any  dead  trees  located  along  public 
ways  without  a  prior  hearing. 

2.  Remove  any  dangerous  trees  located  along 
public  ways  without  a  hearing. 

3.  Remove  dead  wood,  low  limbs,  and  small 
brush  that  endangers  or  impedes  the  public 
travelling  along  an  accepted  town  way. 

4.  Plant  shade  trees  on  private  property 
within  20  feet  of  the  street. 

5.  Enforce  provisions  making  it  illegal  for 
anyone  to  affix  signs,  damage,  or  remove 
any  public  shade  trees  without  a  permit. 

6.  Post  and  hold  hearings  concerning  the 
removal  of  any  healthy,  vigorous,  town 
trees . 

In  June  of  1980  Acton's  Tree  Warden  for  29 
years,  Mr.  Franklin  H.  Charter,  retired.  In 
his  tenure  of  office  he  established  and  main- 
tained high  standards  of  maintenance  for 
street  trees,  expanded  Acton's  street  tree 
planting  program,  sponsored  several  by-laws 
concerning  trees  in  subdivisions,  and  rigor- 
ously protected  our  street  trees  from  injury 
and  abuse.  All  this  work  was  done  on  one  of 
the  lowest  per  capita  Tree  Department  budgets 
in  Eastern  Massachusetts.  The  general  good 
health  and  variety  of  our  street  trees  are 
mainly  due  to  his  efforts. 

In  1980  the  Tree  Department  planted  64  new 
trees,  of  nine  different  species:  Red  Maple, 
Pin   Oak,    Norway   Maple,    European    Mountain  Ash, 


Sugar  Maple,  Bradford  Pear,  Seedless  Ash, 
Kwanzan  Cherry  and  Thornless  Honey  Locust. 

New  office  procedures  have  been  adopted  to 
keep  better  track  of  what  work  has  been  done 
and  what  the  cost  per  tree  of  this  work  is. 
Eventually  a  street  tree  inventory  of  at  least 
some  of  our  tree  stock  will  be  conducted. 

The  Tree  Warden  is  now  included  in  the 
planning  stages  of  subdivision  and  site  plan 
approva Is . 

Sugar  Maple  trees  growing  along  the  older 
streets  in  Town  continue  to  decline  due  to  the 
effects  of  road  salt  and  pavement  over  the 
roots.  This  decline  is  not  reversible.  Map- 
les, therefore,  constitute  the  bulk  of  our 
large  removals. 

Dead  and  dangerous  trees  and  branches  were 
removed  along  our  Town  ways,  and  a  program  of 
brush  removal  at  intersections  was  expanded. 

The  Tree  Warden  attended  several  educa- 
tional sessions  sponsored  by  the  University  of 
Massachusetts  and  the  Massachusetts  Tree  War- 
den's and  Forester's  Association. 

Large  numbers  of  trees  in  subdivisions 
continue  to  die  due  to  abuse  during  the  con- 
struction process.  The  Tree  Warden  is  avail- 
able to  home  owners  and  builders  to  give  ad- 
vice about  minimizing  construction  injury. 

Where  possible,  wood  left  over  from  our 
operations  is  left  on  the  side  of  the  road  for 
citizens  to  pick  up.  Brush  chips  are  hauled 
to  the  landfill  and  stockpiled.  The  Tree  De- 
partment cannot  deliver  wood  or  chips  to  resi- 
dents . 

Dean  A.  Charter 
Tree  Warden 


Town  Forest  Committee 


The  two  Town  Forests  are  located  off  Bu- 
lette  Road  and  off  Quarry  Road.  The  fire 
lanes  are  cleared  of  brush  and  debris  every 
year  by  Tree  Department  workers. 

In  November  of  1980  members  of  the  Acton 
Permanent  Fire  Fighters  Union  spent  one  day  in 
the  Bulette  Road  Forest  assisting  the  Tree  De- 
partment in  widening  the  fire  lane. 

The  Quarry  Road  forest  has  been  extensive- 
ly cut  over  for  Cut-a-cord  programs.  This 
cutting  was   limited   to  hardwoods.     The  conifer 


stands  that  were  "released"  through  this  oper- 
ation will  be  managed  with  volunteer  labor  to 
eventually  produce  marketable  timber. 

Other  than  extensive  Gypsy  Moth  defolia- 
tion in  the  Quarry  Road  area  the  Town  Forests 
are  in  good  condition. 

Franklin  H.  Charter 
Emery  Nelson 
Charles  Landry 
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Conservation  Commission 


Since  the  formation  of  the  Acton  Conserva- 
tion Commission  in  1960,  the  Commission  has 
played  an  increasingly  important  role  in  pre- 
serving, protecting,  and  managing  Acton's  na- 
tural resources. 

Under  the  Conservation  Act  of  1957,  sever- 
al functions  of  Conservation  Commissions  are 
established.  Of  these,  water  management  has 
demanded  a  major  part  of  our  energies  this 
year.  Our  potable  water  supplies  are  severely 
endangered  in  both  quality  and  quantity,  and 
increasing  land  use  pressures  further  endanger 
the  pollutant  assimilative  capacities  of  our 
natural  ecosystems.  A  primary  goal  of  almost 
any  conservation  effort  is  to  insure  clean  and 
abundant  water  supplies. 

The  regulatory  function  of  the  Commission 
includes  the  administration  of  the  state  Wet- 
lands Protection  Act.  This  responsibility 
demands  the  most  of  our  effort  and  time.  Wet- 
lands serve  as  cleansing  agents  of  ecosystems, 
as  buffer  zones  during  floods  and  storms,  and 
as  valuable  wildlife  habitat  areas.  There- 
fore, the  protection  of  any  wetland  ecosystem 
clearly  demands  our  concerted  efforts.  This 
year,  we  have  held  29  public  hearings  to  act 
on  Notices  of  Intent,  issued  20  extension  per- 
mits and  Certificates  of  Compliance,  and 
served  2  Cease  and  Desist  Orders.  We  have 
been  developing  a  Wetlands  Protection  By-law 
for  the  town  of  Acton  that  will  increase  our 
effectiveness  in  protecting  wetlands. 

This  year,  the  Commission  has  seen  the 
final  purchases  on  two  parcels  of  land:  The 
Quin  Land,  located  off  Nagog  Hill  Road,  and 
the  Averett  Land,  located  off  Parker  Street. 
We  received  state  self-help  reimbursement  for 
half  of  the  purchase  price  of  the  Averett 
Land.     The   Quin   Land   acquisition   is    the  pride 


of  the  Commission  this  year  and  it  has  re- 
ceived a  great  deal  of  use  already.  The  beau- 
tiful historic  home,  barn  and  a  few  acres  were 
sold  and  the  new  owners  are  diligently  renova- 
ting the  buildings.  The  Acton  Boy  Scouts  used 
a  small  part  of  the  remaining  103  acres  for 
their  annual  Jamboree.  They  have  also  helped 
the  Commission  construct  an  extensive  hiking 
and  skiing  trail  on  the  land.  We  hope  to  re- 
vitalize the  Quin  Land  hay  field,  with  the 
help  of  a  local  farmer. 

To  encourage  use  of  Conservation  Lands, 
Boy  Scouts  marked  and  maintained  several 
trails  for  us.  We  are  working  with  forestry 
consultants  to  organize  a  comprehensive  for- 
estry program  which  will  include  a  selective, 
well-managed  cut-a-cord  program. 

A  less  visible  but  equally  important  func- 
tion of  the  Conservation  Commission  is  inter- 
action with  Town  agencies  and  boards.  Members 
are  frequently  asked  to  submit  reports  to 
other  departments  and  attend  meetings  to  in- 
sure that  conservation  interests  are  repre- 
sented. Our  Conservation  Assistant  initiated 
and  conducted  seminars  at  the  High  School  and 
cooperated  with  the  Continuing  Education  De- 
partment in  providing  Community  Garden  plots. 

As  we  approach  1981,  we  anticipate  addi- 
tional pressures  to  be  placed  on  Acton's  natu- 
ral resources.  We  believe  strongly  that  our 
efforts  to  preserve  and  protect  natural  re- 
sources will  be  accomplished  through  the  com- 
bined support  and  enthusiam  of  town  agencies 
and  citizens. 

Eileen  Gerngross,  Chairman 
Judith  A.  Clark 
Brewster  Conant 
Charles  B.  Freeman 
Dana  Sawyer 


The  Acton  Conservation  Trust,  Inc. 


The  Acton  Conservation  Trust,  Inc.  (ACT) 
is  a  non-profit  corporation  dedicated  to  the 
conservation  of  natural  areas  and  objects  for 
the  benefit  of  the  public.  Membership  in  the 
Trust  is  open  to  any  Acton  resident,  and  a 
board  of  9  member-trustees  oversees  its  activ- 
ities. ACT  developed  and  operates  the  Recycle 
Center  at  the  landfill,  provides  educational 
programs,  and  works  to  enhance  Acton's  conser- 
vation lands. 

At  the  Recycle  Center,  ACT's  most  visible 
project,  approximately  500  tons  of  reusable 
material  a  year  are  collected  and  provide  a 
source  of  income  that  enables  the  Trust, 
through  a  grant  program,  to  finance  conserva- 
tion related  projects.  Newspapers,  aluminum, 
glass  containers,  scrap  metal,  and  most  re- 
cently, waste  motor  oil,  may  all  be  deposited 
at  the  Recycle  Center.  The  sale  of  these 
items  has  made  it  possible  during  the  past  3 
years  for  the  Trust  to  provide  money  for: 

1.  A  board  walk  into  Will's  Hole  to  pro- 
tect   the    fragile    plant    community    of  that 


quaking  bog.  The  construction  was  done  by 
a  Boy  Scout. 

2.  The  Conservation  Commission's  purchase 
of  a  brush  hog  to  help  maintain  conserva- 
tion trails. 

3.  The  construction  of  map  stations  and 
the  printing  of  maps  for  7  conservation 
areas.  The  project  was  carried  out  by  an 
Eagle  Scout  under  the  direction  of  the 
Acton  Garden  Club. 

4.  The  purchase  of  trees  by  the  Acton 
Tree  Department  for  planting  at  Kelley's 
corner . 

5.  Two  natural  history  guest  lecturers  to 
supplement  the  Introductory  Biology  course 
at  ABRHS. 

6.  The  publication  of  a  guide  to  the 
Acton  conservation  lands.  This  is  in  the 
final  stages  of  preparation  and  will  con- 
tain maps  and  information  on  local  plants 
and  animals. 

Frequent  newspaper  publicity  concerning 
the    importance    of    recycling    to    prolong  the 
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life  of  the  landfill  and  conserve  resources  of 
many  kinds  hopefully  will  encourge  more  resi- 
dents to  recycle.  To  this  end,  ACT  has  also 
held  two  special  events  at  the  Recycle 
Center.  "Trees  for  Trash"  offered  tree 
seedlings  to  all  who  participated  in 
recycling.  The  "Pennies  for  Aluminum  Cans 
Contest"  paid  a  penny  for  each  aluminum  can 
brought  in  and  awarded  a  complimentary  movie 
pass  for  2  to  5  people  who  donated  the  most 
cans . 

Other  community  involvement  has  taken  sev- 
eral directions.  The  Trust  participated  in 
the  A-B  Jamboree,  Acton  LWV  Fair,  Community 
Organizations  Day  at  ABRHS,  and  the  Town  Meet- 
ings. One  of  its  members  helped  to  incorpo- 
rate recycling  information  into  the  elementary 
school  curriculum.  Two  more  were  on  the  Reg- 
ional Trails  Committee  to  plan  interconnecting 
trails  between  Acton,  Boxboro  and  Littleton. 
A  fourth  is  researching  mandatory  recycling. 
Another  worked  on  the  redesign  of  the  square 
in  West  Acton.  Two  helped  lead  a  high  school 
biology  field  trip  to  Will's  Hole,  and  others 
assisted  during  the  Conservation  Commission's 
1979  Cut-a-cord  program. 

Public  meetings  sponsored  by  the  Trust 
have    covered    several    topics:      Conservation  in 


Acton;  a  lecture  by  the  Secretary  for  Environ- 
mental Affairs  for  the  Commonwealth  of 
Massachusetts;  Acton's  Woodlands  and  Their 
Management,  Solid  Waste  Disposal;  and  Gypsy 
Moths  in  Acton. 

In  the  three  years  since  the  Acton  Conser- 
vation Trust's  last  entry  in  the  Town  Report  a 
great  deal  has  been  accomplished.  Recycling 
in  itself  is  a  simple  operation,  but  the  bene- 
fits are  many.  The  life  of  the  present  land- 
fill is  being  prolonged,  and  conservation 
related  projects  are  financially  possible 
through  ACT's  grant  program  with  the  funds 
derived  from  the  sale  of  reusable  material. 
The  Acton  Conservation  Trust  thanks  all  those 
who  do  recycle,  and  urges  those  who  don't  to 
start  now. 

James  C.  Barnes 
John  R.  Folsom 
Benjamin  R.  Greene 
Nancy  D.  Kingman 
Ann  E.  Kirkpatrick 
William  N.  McClure 
Richmond  P.  Miller  Jr. 
Pamela  P.  Resor 
Helen  S.  Ullmann 


Cemetery 

The  Cemetery  Commission  oversees  the  op- 
eration and  care  of  the  three  Town-owned  ceme- 
teries. It  maintains  the  equipment  and  the 
ever  expanding  rounds  on  a  year-round  basis, 
assists  in  lot  selection  and  interments,  and 
helps  visitors  locate  gravesites  to  which  they 
wish  to  pay  their  respects.  The  Commission 
also  cares  for  the  Memorial  Chapel  in  Woodlawn 
Cemetery.  The  Cemetery  Department  has  suc- 
ceeded in  reducing  expenses  despite  ever-ris- 
ing costs. 

WOODLAWN  CEMETERY 

The  trim  on  the  office-garage  building  was 
painted  and  a  forty  foot  slot  drain,  one  man- 
hole and  one  catch  basin  installed.  In  addi- 
tion, 109  feet  of  8  inch  drainpipe  was  re- 
placed with  12  inch  pipe.  Also  we  replaced 
old  wornout  galvanized  pipe  with  100  feet  of 
plastic  pipe,  removed  overgrown  trees  and 
shrubs,  removed  some  cornerposts  from  lots, 
and  brought  flush  markers  to  grade. 

In  Section  8,  beds  were  prepared  for 
shrubs  and  trees  in  preparation  for  laying  out 
lots,  and  100  feet  of  water  pipe  was  relocated. 

Unfortunately,  due  to  the  watering  ban,  we 
lost  most  of  the  newly  seeded  areas  and  all  of 
the  freshly  sodded  areas.  We  are  looking  into 
the  possibility  of  having  a  well  drilled  in 
Woodlawn  Cemetery  for  the  purpose  of  outside 
watering  for  the  new  sections.  In  1981  or 
1982,  we  plan  to  develop  a  portion  of  the  pond 
as  shown  in  the  master  plan  of  Woodlawn  Ceme- 
tery. This  will  provide  a  future  source  of 
water  and  loam  for  cemetery  use. 


Commission 

THE  CHAPEL 

Deadlights  were  installed  for  greater  fuel 
efficiency.  The  oak  doors  were  stripped  of 
their  old  varnish,  refinished  and  urethaned. 
All  of  the  outside  trim  and  the  windows  were 
pa  inted . 

MOUNT  HOPE  CEMETERY 

Overgrown  shrubs  were  removed,  corner 
posts  removed  and  flush  markers  brought  to 
grade,  and  some  lots  leveled. 

We  raised  the  level  of  the  land  at  the 
side  of  some  roads  and  reseeded  it,  and 
rough-graded  new  Section  8. 

CEMETERY  DEPARTMENT 
The    Superintendent    attended    the    New  Eng- 
land  Cemetery  Association  Conference   &  Meeting 
in   Moodus,    Conn,    and    the    N.E.C.A.  Management 
Seminar  in  Durham,  NH. 

The  Superintendent  and  the  Foreman  at- 
tended several  Massachusetts  Cemetery  Associ- 
ation Meetings  to  keep  up  with  new  legislation 
that  applies  to  cemeteries,  as  well  as  to 
share  in  an  exchanges  of  ideas  . 

As  a  result  of  current  inflation,  the  pur- 
chase price  of  cemetery  lots  was  increased  as 
of  October  1,  1980. 

The  Cemetery  Commissioners  wish  to  remind 
lot  owners  that  the  following  items  will  not 
be  allowed:  artificial  flowers,  vigil  lights, 
crushed  stone  or  bark  around  a  monument  or 
marker,  glass  or  tin  cans  for  flower  contain- 
ers and  cement  urns.  Shrubs  are  not  allowed 
on  lots  smaller  than  four  graves  and  permis- 
sion must  be  obtained   from  the   Cemetery  Office 
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for  the  planting  of  shrubs.  On  lots  where 
shrubs  are  allowed,  at  the  time  of  planting, 
there  will  be  an  additional  Perpetual  Care 
Charge  of  $50.00 

Potted  flowers  will  be  removed  and  dis- 
posed of  at  the  discretion  of  the  Superinten- 
dent ten  days  following  Memorial  Day,  if  they 
are  not  picked  up  by  the  owners;  usually  they 
are  placed  in  beds  within  the  cemetery. 

Again  this  year,  we  have  taken  in  the 
S.A.R.  markers  and  stored  them  for  the  win- 
ter. These  markers  are  of  a  porous  nature  and 
rust  very  easily. 

At  the  Special  Town  Meeting  in  November 
1980,  it  was  decided  to  purchase  the  property 
at  158  Central  Street,  West  Acton.  Within  the 
next  year,  we  hope  to  remove  the  existing 
house  and  grade  and  landscape  the  property, 
which  will  abut  the  new  main  entrance  to  Mount 
Hope  Cemetery. 

The  Department  wishes  to  expresss  its 
thanks  to  the  Engineering  and  Highway  Depart- 
ments, as  well  as  all  the  other  departments 
that  have  assisted  us  during  the  past  year. 

Stewart  Kennedy, 

Superintendent 
Charles  F.  Putnam 
Howard  F.  Jones 
Harlan  E.  Tuttle 

Cemetery  Commissioners 

Veteran's  Graves 

There  have  been  ten  interments  of  United 
States  War  Veterans  in  the  Acton  Cemeteries 
during  the  year  1980.  The  names  of  the  Vet- 
erans, dates,  and  places  of  burial  are  as  fol- 
lows : 


William  E.  Dailey 

WWI         U.S.  Army 
Milton  H.  Auffinger 

WWI         U.S.  Army 
Harold  0.  Prentiss 

WWII       U.S.  Army 
Lee  F.  Oldenburg 

Korea     U.S.  Army 
Roger  J.  Allard 

WWII       U.S.  Navy 
Roger  H.  Austin 

Korea  U.S.  Air  Force 
Stephen  E.  Ross 

WWII       U.S.  Navy 

Korea 

Vie  tnam 
Orla  E.  Nichols  Jr. 

WWII  U.S.  Navy 
David  W.  Scribner 

Korea     U.S.  Navy 
Aldo  R.  Miccioli 

WWII       U.S.  Army 


Mar  7,   1980  Mount  Hope 

Mar. 24,    1980  Woodlawn 

Apr.  4,   1980  Mount  Hope 

Apr.    10,    1980  Woodlawn 

May  2,   1980  Mount  Hope 

May  3,   1980  Mount  Hope 

May  20,    1980  Woodlawn 

Oct.   3,   1980  Mount  Hope 

Nov.   3,    1980  Mount  Hope 

Dec.  29,   1980  Woodlawn 


Inadvertantly  omitted  from  the  1979  Town  Report: 
Paul  I.  Richardson 
WWII       U.S.  Army  Sept.   1,   1979  Mount  Hope 


Kate  Beardsley,  age  11,   13  Patriot  Rd. 


Veteran's  Flag  Standards  and  grave  mark- 
ers have  been  placed  on  all  of  the  above  Vet- 
eran's graves.  To  receive  a  Veterans's  Grave 
Marker  it  is  necessary  to  fill  out  an  applica- 
tion and  forward  it  to  the  government.  These 
forms  are  available  from  all  Funeral  Directors 
or  the  Veteran's  Agent. 

Stewart  Kennedy 
Veteran's  Grave 

Registration  Officer 


Elizabeth  White  Fund 

The  Trustees  of  the  Elizabeth  White  Fund 
have  signed  requisitions   to   the   town  Treasurer 
totaling   $S38.95    for   the   entire   year  covering 
fuel  and  health  assistance. 

Hazel  P.  Vose 
Eleanor  P.  Wilson 
Helen  B.  Allen 
Trustees 


Town  Report  Committee 


In  the  1979  Town  Report  the  Committee 
experimented  with  drawings  and  photos  from  the 
Town's  school  children.  It  was  a  great  suc- 
cess. The  quality  of  the  drawings,  subject 
matter,  and  youthful  interpretation  was  very 
gratifying  to  the  Committee.  We  would  like  to 
thank  the  parents  who  took  the  time  to  vote 
and  pick  up  a  copy  of  the  Town  Report  to  see 
their  children's  drawings  and  photos.  The  com- 
mittee hopes  that  they  also  took  the  time  to 
view  the  drawings  and  photos  during  the 
Library's  week  of  exhibition. 

This  year  the  Committee  is  again  trying 
something  new.  We  are  experimenting  with  the 
Town's  Wang  Word  Processor  (WP).  We  hope  to  be 
able  to  eliminate  the  costs  of  typesetting  by 
using  the  WP  to  do  most  of  our  work  for  us.  As 
the  costs  of  paper  and  printing  have  skyrock- 
eted like  everything  else  this  year,  we  have 
to  work  with  the  tools  available  to  keep 
within  our  budget. 

Tess  Summers,  the  WP  consultant  to  the 
Town,  has  been  a  great  help  in  training  and 
advising  the  Committee  on  the  use  of  the  WP. 
Most  of  the  reports  were  input  to  the  system 
by  Christine  Joyce.   She  has  our  special  thanks. 


Debbie  Tierney  was  the  coordinator  for  the 
drawings  and  photos  from  the  schools  this 
year.  She  contacted  the  schools  and  arranged 
for  the  artwork  to  be  delivered  to  the  Town 
Hall.  Although  we  did  not  have  as  many 
innovative  sketches  this  year,  we  still  had  a 
good  selection  from  which  to  choose. 

Each  of  the  members  of  the  committee  has 
helped  with  the  editing,  and  printout  on  the 
WP  printer.  Each  has  contributed  much  in  his 
or  her  own  area  of  expertise. 

We  regret  the  loss  of  our  Co-chairman, 
Stan  Bielski  who  resigned  for  personal  reas- 
ons, although  lie  has  made  himself  available 
for  advice  and  consultation.  He  had  been  a 
member  of  the  Town  Report  Committee  since  1978 
and  was  chairman  last  year  as  well.  We  thank 
him  for  his  efforts  on  the  Committee's  behalf. 

Marilyn  Barstow,  chairman 
Dennis  Ahern 
Maurice  Sagoff 
Nancy  Shipley 
Deborah  Tierney 


Board  of  Appeals 


In  1980  53  public  hearings  were 
scheduled.  This  is  the  second  highest  level 
of  activity  for  the  Board,  exceeded  only  by 
the  62  scheduled  hearings  in  1975.  The 
subsequently  amended  (1975)  sign  bylaw  was  the 
source  of  the  large  volume  at  that  time. 

Almost  half  the  activity  in  1980  concerns 
variances  from  the  bylaw,  with  special  permits 
and  actions  under  the  flood  plain  section  of 
the  bylaw  accounting  for  the  major  part  of  the 
remainder  of  the  cases. 

In  general,  petitions  for  variance  are 
made  when  the  petitioner  wishes  to  take  an 
action  which  is  not  permitted  by  the  Zoning 
Bylaw  of  the  Town,  while  petitions  for  special 
permit  are  made  when  the  petitioner  wishes  to 
do  something  that  can  be  authorized  if  the 
Board  of  Appeals  finds  that  the  action  is  in 
the  best  interest  of  the  Town,  the 
neighborhood,  and  the  petitioner. 

In  1980,   37   (84%)  of  the  44  cases   in  which 


decisions  were  rendered,  were  decided  in  favor 
of  the  petitioner. 

Petitions  Grtd     Denied    Wdrawn    Pndg  Total 

Review  3  2  5 

Special  Permit     9  1  1  11 

Flood  Plain  7  1  2  10 

Variance  21        3  2  26 

Earth  Removal  1  1 

Comprehensive 
Permit 
Total 


37 


53 


(*)  resigned 


H.  W.  Flood,  Chairman 

Marion  Maxwell,  Clerk 

Kenneth  Grinnell,  Member 

John  Pasieka,  Associate  Member 

Ralph  Abbott,  Associate  Member  (*) 

Marilyn  Peterson,  Associate  Member 

Charles  Kadison,  Associate  Member 


Middlesex  County  Advisory  Board 


This  was  the  year  that  frustration  and 
general  sense  of  helplessness  in  the  face  of 
ever  higher  taxes  and  a  lack  of  creditable 
management  of  county  affairs  lead  the  Middle- 
sex County  Advisory  Board  to  recommend  that 
the  towns  and  cities  of  the  county  withhold 
payment  of  county  assessments  until  such  time 
as  an   accounting   and  management   audit    is  com- 


plete. It  is  the  resolve  of  the  MCAB  that 
such  an  audit  be  prepared  by  an  outside  com- 
pany . 

Acton's  represenative  to  the  MCAB  pre- 
sented this  recommendation  to  the  Board  of 
selectmen  and  that  body  placed  an  article  on 
the  warrant  for  the  Special  Town  Meeting  held 
November   24,    1980.     The  article   passed  and  the 
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monies  to  cover  the  assessment  have  been 
placed  in  an  escrow  account.  Acton  was  one  of 
the  first  communities  to  support  the  propos- 
al. Other  towns  have  indicated  that  they  will 
be  taking  sirailiar  action. 

For  the  third  year,  Acton  is  represented 
on  the  Budget  Committee  of  the  MCAB.  Review- 
ing the  proposed  county  budget  and  making  rec- 
ommendations to  the  joint  Committee  on  Coun- 
ties is  the  central  propose  of  the  MCAB.  A 
former  member  of  the  budget  committee,  Tom 
Larkin  of  Bedford,  was  elected  to  the  Board  of 
Middlesex  County  Commissioners.  This  is  a 
hopeful  sign  that  the  communities  will  have 
more  effective  input  at  the  court  house  during 
the  budget  preparation  process. 

The  county  hospital  budget  is  the  line 
item  responsibility  of  the  Acton  delegate. 
The   hospital    has    been    operating    in    the  black 


for  the  past  two  years.  However,  there 
appears  to  be  an  active  effort  on  the  part  of 
the  commissioners  to  take  over  management  thru 
politically  motivated  appointments  of  personnel 
to  administrative  positions.  It  is  a  situation 
that  bears  close  attention. 

There  are  several  actions  being  taken  to 
allow  the  towns  and  cities  of  a  county  to  have 
the  final  approval  of  the  budget  that  they 
must  support.  However,  these  do  not  appear 
too  close  to  gaining  the  approval  of  the  Gen- 
eral Court  and  until  such  time  as  we  do  have 
absolute  control  of  that  budget,  the  best  hope 
we  have  are  responsible  and  responsive  commis- 
sioners —  and  WE  must  elect  them. 

Nancy  K.  Gerhardt 
De legate 


Metropolitan  Area  Planning  Council 


Acton  is  one  of  more  than  101  cities  and 
towns,  including  and  surrounding  Boston,  that 
comprise  the  Metropolitan  Area  Planning 
Council,  serving  a  population  of  more  than  3 
million.  Each  of  these  cities  and  towns  has 
one  representative  to  the  Council.  I  am 
Acton's  representative,  and  for  the  past  two 
years  have  been  elected  the  Council's 
Treasurer,  and  as  such,  have  served  on  its 
Executive  Committee. 

The  Council's  principal  functions  are  to 
carry  out  regional  palnning  in  the  areas  of 
environmental  protection,  water  quality  and 
supply,  housing  and  community  development, 
transportation,  economic  development,  solid 
and  hazardous  waste  management,  open  space  and 
recreation,  and  coastal  zone  management,  and 
to  provide  technical  assistance  to  the 
communities  in  the  Council  area  to  the  extent 
that  its  financial  resources  permit.  The  bulk 
of  the  planning  is  done  pursuant  to  federal  or 
state  requirements  and  result  in  regionwide 
plans  that  are  the  basis  for  allocations  of 
federal  and  state  funds  in  those  areas  and  in 
other  cases  are  directly  implimented  by 
various   federal  and  state  programs. 

It  is  the  policy  of  the  Council  to 
determine  and  respond  to  the  actual  needs  of 
the  communities  it  serves.  To  carry  out  this 
policy,  over  the  past  year  the  Executive 
Director  and  senior  members  of  his  staff  have 
met  with  representatives  of  the  chief  elected 
officials  and  principal  boards  and  committees 
of  nearly  all  of  the  Council's  101  communities 
to  solicit  their  views  and  to  determine  the 
needs  of  their  communities,  first  hand.  The 
staff  is  now  in  the  process  of  a  repeat  round 
of  these  visits. 

The  results  of  this  outreach  effort  were 
clear    cut.      Solid    waste    disposal    emerged  as 


the  most  critical  problem  in  the  region,  with 
the  supply  of  adequate  quantities  of  safe 
water  the  second  most  important  problem.  As  a 
consequence,  the  Council  staff  has  become 
intensively  involved  in  both  of  these  areas. 
The  staff  is  assisting  the  Commonwealth  in  the 
development  of  a  revised,  coherent  and 
effective  solid  waste  dispoals  plan  and  the 
collection  of  current  data  on  which  such  a 
plan  must  be  based.  The  Council  has  also 
become  actively  involved  in  assisting 
communities  in  the  development  of  programs  to 
find,  conserve  and  protect  existing 
groundwater  resources,  in  the  development  of 
state  and  regional  water  resource  strategies 
where  important  and  in  assisting  the  state  in 
regulating  the  transportion  and  dispals  of 
hazardous  wastes  and  materials. 

Acton  has  been  a  direct  beneficiary  of 
this  effort.  The  Council  staff  assisted  the 
town  in  drafting  and  specifications  for  stage 
one  of  the  hydrogeological  study  currently 
under  way,  and  helped  monitor  the  results  as 
they  came  in  during  the  year.  Further,  the 
Council  staff  is  now  ready  to  assist  with  the 
second  stage  of  this  study  and  in  the 
development  of  the  protection  plan  that  will 
follow.  The  council  is  also  lending  its 
auspices  to  a  regional  effort  at  coordinating 
the  water  resource  development  and  protection 
programs  of  Acton  and  its  neighboring  towns. 
In  addition,  the  town  has  requested  technical 
assistance  in  the  development  of  plans  for  the 
revi tal izat ion  of  its  town  center. 

The  Council  and  its  staff  are  prepared  to 
assist  the  town  in  whatever  way  the  staff's 
high  level  of  technical  ability  can  be 
helpful.  Regional  planning  ans  services 
directed  at  the  real  needs  of  the  Council's 
communities  are  its  strength. 
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Planning 


Board 


T  "Change"  has  been  the  theme  of  our  year  at 
the  Planning  Board.  On  the  most  obvious  lev- 
el, we  experienced  massive  change  in  person- 
nel, with  three  new  board  members  (of  a  normal 
compliment  of  5),  a  new  Planning  Administra- 
tor, and  a  new  secretary.  On  a  less  basic 
level,  we  have  felt  the  need  to  effect  an  im- 
portant change  in  our  subdivision  procedures. 
On  the  most  complex  level,  we  have  seen  a  new 
role  for  the  Board  in  Acton's  attempt  to  deal 
with  our  water  crisis. 

The  1979  resignation  of  our  long  term 
Planning  Administrator,  "Rick"  Sherman  and  the 
subsequent  April  resignation  of  our  equally 
long  term  secretary,  Maggie  Douglas,  left  us 
with  a  large  hole  to  fill  .  Both  Rick  and 
Maggie,  though  exhibiting  the  great  loyalty  to 
the  Town  and  the  Board,  which  marked  their  be- 
havior always,  stayed  on  call  to  help  us 
through  that  difficult  time.  In  March  we  were 
most  fortunate  to  be  able  to  hire  Armand 
Dufresne,  an  experienced  and  successful  plan- 
ner, as  our  new  Administrator.  In  June, 
Cyrilla  Francis,  trained  in  the  environmental 
field,  became  our  secretary.  We  wish  here  to 
ackowledge  and  thank  the  DPW  staff,  particu- 
larly Don  Johnson,  Norrine  Christian,  Ralph 
Herrick,  Eric  Durling,  and  David  Abbt,  for 
their  patience  and  support  at  that  trying  time 
when  both  the  Planning  Board  members  and  our 
new  staff  made  heavy  demands  on  their  time. 

By  June,  Board  members  Hollis  Nelson  and 
Kathy  Phillips  had  resigned  and  Neal  Grolnic's 
appointment  had  ended.  We  would  like  to  ac- 
knowledge the  depth  of  concern  and  the  tremen- 
dous amount  of  plain  hard  work  given  to  the 
Town  by  these  three  volunteers,  and  we  wish 
them  well.  Three  new  Board  members,  Julie 
McCarthy,  a  teacher,  Leonard  Phillips,  a 
science  editor,  and  Norman  Weare,  a  metallur- 
gist, were  appointed.  They  are  learning  their 
new  responsibilities  rapidly,  and  once  again 
we  must  thank  the  participants  in  a  Planning 
Board  mini-course  for  their  help  in  this 
cause.  Don  Johnson,  Beth  McCurdy ,  Eric 
Durling,  David  Abbt,  and  Steve  Calichman  (and, 
of  course,  Armand  Dufresne)  each  gave  an  even- 
ing to  acquaint  the  new  Board  Members  with  the 
role  played  by  each  of  their  respective  de- 
partments in  the  development  of  the  Town. 

Change  on  a  policy  level  occurred  when  we 
instituted  several  new  subdivision  policies. 
First  we  approved  a  new  subdivision  fee 
schedule.  Essentially,  this  schedule  revises 
the  way  in  which  subdividers  pay  for  the  ser- 
vices provided  by  the  Department  of  Public 
Works  staff,  substituting  a  more  equitable  fee 
which  reflects  the  real  cost  to  the  Town  for 
those  services.  The  subsequent  passage  of 
Question  2  in  November  reinforced  our  firm  be- 
lief in  the  value  of  that  change. 

In  addition,  we  instituted  the  practice  of 
submitting  subdivision  plans  to  the  Tree 
Warden  for  review.  We  felt  the  need  for  this 
practice  because  a  few  poorly  landscaped  sub- 
divisions have  caused  great  concerns  for  both 
aesthetic  and  practical  reasons,  most  notably 
some  rather  severe  erosion  problems. 


We  have  continued  to  grapple  with  the 
problems  of  common  driveways  and  private  ver- 
sus public  roads.  The  essential  question  is 
in  what  way  do  these  either  benefit  or  harm 
the  Town?  One  conclusion  we  have  reached  is 
that  we  can  and  we  must  prevent  circumvention 
of  the  subdivision  control  law.  This  means 
that  in  the  future,  when  a  plan  comes  to  us 
showing  a  creature  which  acts  like  a  road  and 
looks  like  a  road,  we  will  consider  it  a  road 
and  require  that  it  be  shown  on  a  subdivision 
plan,  not  on  a  subdivision  approval-not-re- 
quired plan.  Lastly,  our  subdivision  opera- 
tions are  being  word  processed,  which  our 
staff  greatly  appreciates. 

Change,  finally,  has  occurred  for  us  in 
the  broadest  sense,  in  that  our  role  as  plan- 
ners, rather  than  permitters,  has  been  in- 
creasingly exercised  this  year.  As  all  of  you 
reading  this  report  must  surely  know,  the 
quality  and  quantity  of  drinking  water  in 
Acton  has  been  severely  stressed  in  the  last 
two  years.  The  Selectmen  have  asked  all  ap- 
propriate Town  boards  to  commit  this  year  to 
the  solution  of  this  problem,  and  each  board 
is  struggling  to  define  its  role  in  that  so- 
lution. The  final  phase  of  the  town-wide 
hydro-geological  study  is  attempting  to  pro- 
pose a  solution  in  the  form  of  a  set  of  water 
protective  by-laws,  rules  and  regulations. 
These  devices  will  interact,  and  will  be,  most 
likely,  of  different  natures,  both  zoning  and 
non-zoning.  It  is  the  Planinng  Board's  role 
to  coordinate  and  define  this  plan.  Sandy 
Bayne  is  acting  as  water  specialist  for  the 
Board . 

Our  June  Town  Meeting  Moratorium  "propos- 
al" researched  and  presented  by  Mrs.  Bayne  and 
Neil  Grolnic,  was  a  recognition  on  our  part  of 
the  Town's  dilemma  and  a  request  for  the  time 
needed  to  construct  a  solution.  That  article 
did  not  pass. 

At  the  moment  the  Board  is  researching 
several  zoning  articles  in  preparation  for 
spring  Town  Meeting.  Among  them  will  be  a  re- 
definition of  allowed  uses  in  Acton's  various 
zones  and  cluster  development  by-law.  We  are 
consulting  with  other  boards  on  possible 
by-laws  concerning  hazardous  waste,  recharge 
protection,   and  performance  standards. 

Meanwhile,  other  aspects  of  Town  life  have 
proceeded  apace.  At  the  fall  Town  Meeting  we 
presented  an  amendment  to  the  Zoning  By-laws 
which  prohibits  take-off  and  landing  of  motor- 
ized aircraft  in  Acton.  The  article,  re- 
searched and  presented  by  Len  Phillips,  passed. 

We  have  continued  our  North  Acton  Study 
through  the  services  of  Rick  Sherman.  Armand 
Dufresne  has  submitted  a  proposal  to  the  Met- 
ropolitan Area  Planning  Commission  for  assist- 
ance in  the  task  of  drafting  a  revitalization 
plan  for  South  and  West  Acton  centers  and  a 
preservation  plan  for  Acton  center.  Julie 
McCarthy  has  taken  on  the  job  of  Planning 
Board  liasson  to  the  Ad-Hoc  Housing  Committee, 
which  is  studying  housing  needs   for  the  Town. 

Lastly,  our  regular  permitting  and  review 
work  has  continued  in  the   following  form: 
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Preliminary  subdivision  plans  reviewed:  1 
Definitive    subdivision    plans    reviewed  and 
approved:  6 

Subdivision  approval-not-required  plans 
reviewed:  41 

For  the  Selectmen: 

Site  plans  reviewed:  22 
For  the  Board  of  Appeals: 

Variances  reviewed:  24 
Special  Permits  reviewed:  11 
The    Planning    Board    and    staff    always  wel- 
comes   comments    and    suggestions     for  carrying 


Council 

Acton's  Council  on  Aging,  established  sev- 
eral years  ago,  is  an  attempt  by  the  Town  to 
meet  the  growing  needs  and  requirements  for 
its  1400  elderly  citizens.  its  Council  meets 
on  a  regular  basis  on  the  second  Wednesday  of 
each  month  in  the  Guidance  Library  of  the  High 
School  to  discuss  and  plan  the  activities  and 
programs  currently  under  its  jurisdiction. 
Day  to  day  activities  are  managed  by  the  Co- 
ordinator whose  responsibility  also  includes 
the  "Acton  Senior  Citizen  News",  a  monthly 
newsletter  that  is  distributed  to  our  local 
senior  citizens. 

A  variety  of  activities  (crafts,  games,  exer- 
cise classes,  dancing,  and  educational  pro- 
grams) is  offered  at  the  Senior  Center,  lo- 
cated in  the  West  Acton  Baptist  Church  and 
open  two  days  a  week  (Tuesday,  12:30  to  3, 
and  Thursday  10:00  to  12:00). 

These  activities  are  conducted  in  conjunc- 
tion with  a  daily  hot  lunch  program  12:00  noon 
to  12:30  sponsored  by  the  Minuteman  Home  Care 
Corporation.  For  the  elderly  who  are  confined 
to  their  homes,  a  Wheel-a-Meal  program  deliv- 
ers a  hot  and  a  cold  meal,  prepared  by  Emerson 
Hospital,  with  special  attention  to  those  with 
dietary  needs. 

At  the  Well  Senior  Clinic,  held  on  the 
fourth  Tuesday  of  every  month  at  the  Senior 
Center,  local  doctors,  dentists,  podiatrists, 
etc.  discuss  health  problems  of  the  elderly, 
and  diabetic  screenings,  flu  shots,  and  blood 
pressure  readings  are  provided  by  Acton's  Town 
Nurses . 

In  addition,  the  Council's  programs  and 
Goals  Committee  continues  to  arrange  other  ac- 
tivities for  the  elderly.  The  trips  to  major 
shopping  centers  and  the  recreational  trips  to 
Boston,  the  Ice  Follies,  the  Berkshires,  New 
Hampshire,  the  theater,  etc.,  remain  extremely 
popular . 

Free  legal  counseling  is  given  (through 
the  Minuteman  Home  Care  Corportion),  as  is  an- 
nual assistance  in  income  tax  preparation  and 
securing  property  tax  exemptions  and  abate- 
ments, these  latter  by  trained  Council  on 
Aging  members  and  associates. 

The  coordinator  assists  senior  citizens  to 
apply  for  federal  and  state  aid  in  many  areas 
including  fuel  asistance,  etc.  Acton's  "Road 
Runner",  f ive-day-a-week  Dial-a-Ride  service 
provides    door    to    door    transportation    for  the 


out  our  job  more  effectively.  Too,  we  welcome 
citizen  involvement  in  the  issues  at  hand,  es- 
pecially in  the  trying  year  ahead.  We  meet 
every  Monday  night  at  8:00  PM  at  the  DPW 
Building  on  Forest  Road.  Our  phone  number  is 
263-4448. 

Sandy  Bayne,  Chairman 
William  R.  Becklean 
Neal  A.  Grolnic 
Julie  McCarthy 
Norman  E.  Weare 


on  Aging 

elderly  to  any  destination  in  Acton,  Concord 
or  Maynard.  A  nominal  fee  is  charged,  and 
reservations  must  be  made  the  day  before  the 
desired  trip. 

Senior  Citizens  news  broadcasts  continue 
on  WHAB,  the  FM  radio  station  operated  by 
ABRHS  at  5:30  P.M.  on  Tuesday  of  each  week. 
Ethel  Smith  is  the  broadcast  anchor  person. 

Extensive  study  of  local,  state  and  feder- 
al activities  at  the  elderly  level  including 
the  Silver  Haired  Legislation  program,  has 
been  carried  on  by  the  Council.  An  interest 
in  developing  new  programs  to  meet  the  growing 
needs  of  our  elderly  citizens  is  a  prime  ob- 
jective. A  needs  committee  to  look  at  the 
possible  use  of  a  portion  of  the  Meriam  School 
was  established.  This  committee  has  also  been 
involved  in  establishing  a  "Friends  Group",  a 
non  profit  organization  whose  interest  will  be 
to  increase  the  scope  of  activity  and  interest 
for  our  senior  citizens.  The  Council  was  also 
responsible  for  establishing  a  Poetry  program 
for  our  local  citizens  in  the  nursing  homes. 
The  results  of  this  last  effort  will  soon  be 
published. 

The  council  wishes  to  thank  the  many  vol- 
unteers and  groups  who  provide  a  large  amount 
of  the  assistance  needed  to  keep  the  council's 
programs  ongoing.  Those  who  help  at  the  Sen- 
ior Center  and  make  friendly  visits  to  shut- 
ins  are  invaluable.  Many  local  clubs,  scout- 
ing and  church  groups  and  private  companies 
have  made  it  possible  for  our  senior  citizens 
to  enjoy  life  more  fully  through  their  help 
and  support. 

The  Council  appreciates  the  advice  and 
support  given  by  the  Town  Manager  and  the  Se- 
lectmen during  the  year.  We  invite  interested 
citizens  of  all  ages  to  participate  in  our 
programs  for  the  elderly  and  to  attend  our 
meetings.  Volunteers  are  always  needed.  For 
information,  call  Carol  Lake,  coordinator,  at 
263-1068  or  the  Chairman,  at  263-5804. 

R.  Donald  Biron,  Chairman 

Ethel  Smith,  Vice  Chairman 

Barbara  Smith,  Secretary 

Margaret  Rennie,  Treasurer 

Anne  Staples 

James  Sargent 

Anna  Riep 

Barbara  Wilson 

Carol  Lake,  Coordinator 
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Acton  Memorial  Library 


The  ninetieth  birthday  celebration  of  the 
Acton  Memorial  Library  highlighted   1980.  The 
birthday  celebration  served  as  a  reminder  to 
everyone  of  the  growth  of  the   library  and  of 
the  importance  of  the  library  as  a  center  of 
information  for  Acton.     A  week  of  special 
events   for  adults  and  for  children  was  held  in 
mid-May  enabling  everyone  to  participate  in 
the  event . 

Wanda  S.  Null  and  the  staff  of  the  library 
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have  provided  their  usual  high  level  of 
professional  and  clerical  services  to  all 
library  patrons.     Circulation  for  1980 
totalled  194,540.     Resources  of  the  Library 
include  48,100  books,   2,1790  records  and  290 
magazine  subscriptions.     The   library  staff 
sincerely  hopes   to  be  able  to  maintain  this 
level  of  services  in  the  future. 

Sunday  openings,   summer  reading  programs 
ofr  children,   the  story  hour  for  pre-school 
children,   the  film  series,  and  puppet  shows 
are  some  of  the  special  features  of  the 
library  which  members  of  the  community  have 
en j  oyed . 

The  trustees  and  the  staff  of  the  library 
extend  a  special  note  of  thanks   to   the  Friends 
of  the  Acton  Memorial  Library  and  to  the  corps 
of  volunteers.     Both  of  these  groups 
contriubute  much  time  and  energy  on  behalf  of 
the  library.     Without  these  groups,  the 
library  would  not  be  able   to  offer  all   that  it 
does  to  its  patrons. 

Vincent   Parrella,  Chairman 
Brewster  Conant 
Joseph  Grandine 
Persis  Green 
Hayward   S.  Houghton 
Nancy  C.  Howe 
James  L.  Parker 
Raymond  A.   Shame  1 


Leigh  Connor,   age  12,   2  Mallard  Rd . 


Citizens  Library  Association 
of  West  Acton 


The  Citizens  Library  first  opened  it  doors 
to  the  public  November  8,  1883  and  has  been  at 
its  present  location  since  1900.  The  Library 
was  turned  over  to  the  town  in  1962.  As  we 
complete  our  97th  year  of  operation  we  are 
still  looking  for  new  ways  to  serve  our  com- 
munity . 

The  new  senior  citizens  housing  a  few 
blocks  away  on  Windsor  Avenue  is  putting  new 
demands  on  our  already  busy  facility.  We  have 
begun  a  program  of  securing  large  print  books 
and  magazines.  We  are  further  utilizing  the 
service  of  the  Eastern  Massachusetts  Regional 
Bookmobile  for  addition  large  print  material. 

Work  continued  last  winter  on  the  founda- 
tion and  should  be  completed  during  the  80-81 
fiscal  year. 

The  Citizens  Library  Auxiliary  has  been 
extremely  helpful  again  this  year.  The  in- 
terior of  the  foyer  was  finished  and  money 
from  the  annual  fairs  has  paid  for  the  pouring 
of  a  concrete  floor,  in  the  cellar,  which 
should  add*  longevity  to  the  lives  of  the 
building  and  books. 

We  were  without  the  services  of  the  book- 
mobile for  several  months  due  to  a  problem  at 
their    end    and    as     a     result     our  circulation 


dropped  slightly  at  this  time.  They  are  again 
supplying  us  with  a  good  selection  of  books. 

Mrs.  Betty  Boothby  retired  this  year  in 
April  as  chairman  of  the  trustees  after  13 
years  of  dedicated  service  to  the  library.  A 
retirement  party  was  held  in  her  honor.  Mrs. 
June  Cobb  replaced  Mrs.   Boothby  as  chairman. 

the    librarian    wish  to 
for    their    support  and 
and    the    faithful  lunch 


The     trustees  and 
thank    the  townspeople 
efforts    at    our  fairs 
hour  volunteers. 
Library  Hours: 
Mon   7p.m.   -  9  p.m. 
Tues  -  Fri   10  a.m. -5  p.m. 
ACCESSION 

Books  in  library  July  1,    19  79 

Increased  by  purchase 

Increased  by  Gift 

Books  withdrawn 

Books  in  library  June  30,  1980 

Circulation 


8256 
351 
151 
214 

8344 
16,485 


Trus  tees : 

June  Cobb,  Chairman 
Corinne  Merkh 
Priscilla  Killian 
Thelma  Hermes,  Librarian 
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Housing  Authority 


On  July  1,  1980,  the  first  residents  en- 
tered Windsor  Green,  the  Authority's  68  Unit 
apartment  development  for  the  elderly  and 
handicapped  on  Windsor  Avenue.  In  addition  to 
this  complex,  the  Authority  also  administers 
two  scattered  site  Rental  Subsidy  programs. 
The  HUD  Section  8  federally  funded  program 
provided  rental  assistance  to  forty  Acton 
families  in  1980  at  a  total  subsidy  of 
$137,784.00.  Because  of  a  long  waiting  list, 
a  proposal  for  30  additional  Section  8  units 
was  submitted  to  HUD.  Notification  on  this 
proposal  is  pending. 

During  the  year,  funds  for  five  new  rental 
subsidy  units  were  awarded  to  Acton  under  the 
Massachusetts  Chapter  707  program,  making  a 
total  of  13  such  apartments  administered  by 
the  Authority,  at  a  total  of  $43,997. 

To  effectively  administer  the  increased 
workload,  the  Authority's  staff  was  expanded 
to    include    Betty    McManus    as    Executive  Direc- 


tor, Barbara  Yates  as  Assistant  to  the  Execu- 
tive Director,  and  Ronald  Woods  as  Maintenance 
Laborer/Mechanic . 

The  Authority  received  a  grant  of 
$1,080,000  from  the  Massachusetts  Executive 
Office  of  Communities  and  Development  on 
December  1,  1980  for  new  construction  of  20 
units  of  housing  for  the  elderly  (Chapter  667) 
and  families   (Chapter  705). 

The  Authority  appreciates  the  cooperation 
and  assistance  given  by  the  Town  Manager,  the 
Selectmen,  and  the  other  Town  Boards,  without 
whose  support  the  Authority  could  not 
effectively  function. 

James  H.   Sargent,  Chairman 
Ann  Courtright,  Vice-Chairman 
Joseph  Mercurio,  Treasurer 
Marlin  Murdock,  Secretary 
Paul  G.   Der  Ananian,  Member 


Acton  Recreation  Commission 


The  primary  objective  of  the  Recreation 
Commission  is  to  offer  a  quality  leisure  time 
program  to  all  town  residents.  This  objective 
involves  coordination  between  this  board  and 
all  other  town,  state  and  federal  groups  and 
agencies  involved  with  the  delivery  of  leisure 
services  The  Commission  works  closely  with 
private  and  commercial  establishments,  the 
Public  Ceremonies  and  Celebrations  Committee, 
Little  League,  Youth  Soccer,  Youth  Football, 
Adult  Softball  and  Basketball  organizations  in 
planning  and  coordinating  activities  and 
scheduling  use  of  school  and  town  facilities. 
The  Commission  offers  between  thirty  and  forty 
programs  and  special  events  during  the  year, 
employing  seventy-five  persons  and  involving 
6,500  residents.  The  Commission  is  also  re- 
sponsible for  the  maintenance  of  all  town  rec- 
reation facilities. 

Initially  operating  as  a  program-orien- 
tated board,  the  trend  in  the  past  few  years 
has  changed  to  development  and  maintenance  of 
facilities  to  accommodate  an  expanding  popula- 
tion base  and  a  corresponding  growth  in  youth 
and  adult  sport  organizations.  Consistent  with 
this  trend,  the  major  efforts  of  the  Commis- 
sion in  1980  were  directed  toward  finding  ad- 
ditional fields  for  the  Youth  Soccer  and  Soft- 
ball Leagues.  Thanks  to  the  efforts  of  the 
Town  Manager,  the  Board  of  Selectmen,  Mr.  Bob 
Walsh,  Superintendent  of  the  Northeast  Cor- 
rectional Center,  Senator  Chester  Atkins  and 
his  Administrative  Assistant,  Frank  Romano, 
and  Mr.  Dore  Hunter  of  the  Acton-Concord  Pris- 
on Committee,  the  Town  was  able  to  acquire 
several  acres  of  State-owned  land  on  School 
Street  that  will  be  used  for  soccer  fields. 
The  Youth  Soccer  Association  has  agreed  to 
share  the  costs  of  developing  this  site,  and 
the     Commission     appreciates     this  assistance. 


The  Commission  is  also  working  with  St.  Eliza- 
beth's Church  of  Hungary  and  the  Digital 
Equipment  Corporation  on  the  possible  develop- 
ment of  additional  sites  for  soccer  and  soft- 
ball. 

Construction  of  new   fields   carries  with  it 
a     responsibility     for     care    and  maintenance. 
Vandalism  on   town  playfields  continues    to  be  a 
problem    in    1980.     Barriers    needed     to    be  in- 
stalled   at    the     entrances     to     the  Great  Hill 
Recreation    Area    and    Jones    Field    to  prevent 
automobiles   and    other     motorized  vehicles  from 
gaining  access   to   the  fields.     Permanent  soccer 
goals    installed   on    the    Great    Hill    Field  were 
torn    down    three    days    after  they  were  erected. 
A  tennis  net  and  two  posts    were  stolen  from  the 
Elm   Street  tennis  courts.     The  replacement  costs 
for  this  destruction  was  $1500.00.    If  the  citizens 
do   not  make    a      commitment    to    provide  adequate 
maintenance   for    these   facilities,     it    is  only  a 
matter    of     time     before      they    deteriorate  and 
become  hazardous   to   residents  and    program  par- 
ticipants.     The    Commission    requested    a  full- 
time    maintenance    man    in    the    1981-1982  budget 
but  due   to  Proposition   2    1/2   this   request  has 
been    withdrawn.       We    urge    any     residents  who 
witness    any   vandalism   to    please    call    the  Po- 
lice or  the  Recreation  Office. 

Due  to  the  implementation  of  the  revolving 
fund  account  and  the  restructuring  of  the  sum- 
mer tennis  lesson  and  arts  and  crafts  pro- 
grams, the  Commission  was  able  to  offer  five 
(5)  new  programs  during  the  year:  pre-school 
arts  and  crafts,  adult  golf  lessons,  summer 
adult  tennis  lessons,  and  a  summer  basketball 
and  soccer  clinic.  Despite  inflation  and  sal- 
ary increases  the  net  cost  to  the  taxpayers 
for  a  year-round  recreation  and  park  mainten- 
ance program  during  fiscal  1980  was 
$49,769-14,    approximately    $2300.00     less  than 
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the  previous  year.  The  passage  of  Proposition 
2  1/2  will  demand  even  more  creative  financial 
management  and  1 ov  cost  innovative  programming 
in  t  he  c  ora  i  n g  year. 

The,  Commissi*  on  hew  fwc  new  -mbers  and  one 
resignation  during  the  ytfar.  Pi  ■  Peirce  was 
appointed  to  the  Board  in  M^rcb  to  replace 
Deven  Scott  who  moved  out  of  state.  Mr. 
Peirce  then  resigned  in  June  to  accept  an  ap- 
pointment to  the  Finance  Committee.  Gary 
Myron  was  appointed  in  July  to  fill  this  va- 
cancy. The  Commission  reappointed  Charles 
Morehouse  as  Chairman  and  Beatrice  Perkins  as 
Vice-chairman.  This  will  be  Mr.  Morehouse's 
seventh  year  as  Chairman,  and  Mrs.  Perkins 
sixth  year  as  Vice  Chairman. 

The  Commission  would  like  to  thank  the 
Highway  and  Engineering  Departments  for  their 
work  to  upgrade  the  Conant  School  playfield. 
Thanks  also  to  the  Colonial  Little  League  who 
paid  for  half  of  these  costs.  This  field  will 
be  ready  in  the  spring  of  1982.  Also,  to  all 
other  town  and  school  departments,  to  the  Bea- 
con, Minuteman  and  Middlesex  News,  we  extend 
our  sincere  appreciation  for  their  coopera- 
tion. 

Charles  Morehouse,  Chairman 
Beatrice  Perkins,  Vice-chairman 
Carol  Mahoney,  Commissioner 
William  Avril,  Commissioner 
Gary  Myron,  Commissioner 
Thomas  Haggerty,  Director 
Barbara  Woodward,  Secretary 


1980  PROGRAM  REGISTRATION 


Youth  Basketball 

Children  1 s 

Gymnastics , 
Grades  K-12 


Winter  Spring  Summer  Fall 
178  46 


Children's   Swim  97  114 

Town  Swim  Team  84 
Advanced  Lifesaving  10 
Pre-School  Swim  53 
Women's  Tennis  37 
Adult  Swim  24 
Adult  Golf  24 
Playgrounds 
Arts  and  Crafts 
Pre-School  Arts 

and  Crafts 
Children's  Diving 
Aquatic  Leadership 
Basic  Rescue  and 

Water  Safety 
Children's  Tennis 
Youth  Soccer 
Women's  Softball 
Recreational  Swim 

and  Open  Gym 
Year-round  -  a t tendance  -  3500 

1980  SPECIAL  EVENTS 


588 
32 
6 


485 
100 

23 
32 
9 

34 
245 
40 
36 


108 


30 
12 


20 


84 


Pre-School  Gymnastics  45 


67 
46 


10  6 
45 


99 
41 


Da  te 

Event 

At  tendance 

January  26 

Basketball  Clinic 

350 

July  2 

Boston  Harbor  Cruise 

103 

July  4 

Acton  Family  Fourth 

300 

July  10 

Circus  Wagon  Theater 

50 

July  15 

Field  Trip  to 

Crane's  Beach 

115 

July  16 

Trip  to  Longwood 

Tennis  Club 

43 

July  24 

Magic  Show 

125 

July  30 

Playground  Olympics 

at  Elm  St. 

139 

August  1 

Swimming  Olympics 

89 

August  5 

Talent  Show 

97 

August  6 

Magic  Show 

65 

August  7 

Pepsi-Cola 

Hotshot  Basketball 

76 

August  13 

Field  Trip  to  Paragon 

Park  80 

August  13, 

14,  15 

Youth  Tennis  Tournament  16 

Goodnow  Fund 


Youth  Commission 


INVESTMENTS 
Concord  Cooperative  Bank  $3,000.00 

RECEIPTS 

Concord  Cooperative  Bank         %  323.00 

DISBURSEMENTS 
Treasurer  of  the  Acton 
Congregational  Church  $  303.00 

Prepetual  Care  of  the 
Goodnow  Lot  in  Wood  lawn 
Cemetery  %  20.00 

$323.00 

Thelma  L.  Boatman 
Nancy  Gilberti 
James  M.  Gates 
Trustees 


The  Acton  Youth  Commission  is  a  seven  mem- 
ber board  of  volunteers  appointed  by  the  Town 
Manager  with  the  approval  of  the  Selectmen. 
Its  mission  is  to  improve  the  quality  of  life 
of  the  young  people  of  Acton.  To  this  end, 
the  commision  sponsors  and  oversees  the  Youth 
Employment  Service  and  conducts  a  number  of 
educational,  social  and  recreational  programs 
for  Acton's  youth. 

The  Youth  Employment  Service,  which  is 
managed  by  young  people  under  the  aegis  of  the 
Commission,  continued  during  1980  its  success- 
ful efforts  to  find  employment  for  youth  as 
indicated  in  a  separate  report  by  Y.E.S.  Co- 
ordinator Mary  Ring. 

Early  in  1980,  the  Commission  formulated 
goals  and  objectives  for  the  first  time  and 
submitted  them  to  the  Selectmen  for  approval. 
Following  this,  the  goals  were  translated  into 
programs  ,  the  Commission  established  several 
associate    memberships    and    actively  recruited 


29 


high  school  Student  Council  representatives  as 
associate  members.  Their  contribution  to  the 
Commission  program  was  significant.  Other 
organisational  and  managerial  accomplishments 
included  the  improvement  of  financial  manage- 
ment controls  and  the  establishment  of  liason 
with  a  number  of  state  and  national  organiza- 
tions concerned  with  youth  problems. 

The  Commission  co-sponsored  with  the 
League  of  Women  Voters  a  warrant  article  for 
the  establishment  of  a  youth  officer  in  the 
Acton  Police  force  and  was  a  leader  in 
pressing  for  passage  of  this  article  at  town 
meeting  despite  opposition  from  the  Selectmen 
and  Finance  Committee.  Later,  the  Chairman  of 
the  Commission  served  on  the  three  member 
panel  to  interview  applicants  for  this  posi- 
tion and  recommend  a  candidate  to  the  Police 
Chief. 

Other  Commission  accomplishments  during 
1980  were: 

Educa  t  iona 1 : 
Continued      to     a      successful  conclusion 
earlier  pressure   to  have   CPR  instruction  added 
to  high  school  curriculum. 

Trained  two  classes  of  junior  high  school 
students  as  certified  baby  sitters  in  courses 
conducted  by  JHS  Nurse  Nancy  Miller,  and  fea- 
turing instruction  from  the  police  and  fire 
departments  on  how  to  deal  with  emergencies. 

Assisted  in  the  organization  of  Student 
Government  Day  at  the  High  School  and  orga- 
nized and  conducted  a  community  Organizations 
Day  for  high  school  students. 

Acted  as  a  catalyst  between  the  Mental 
Health  Association  of  Central  Middlesex  and 
local  community  organizations  to  mobilize  a 
town-wide  program  on  teenage  alcohol  and  drug 
abuse . 

Inaugurated  the  Jenks  Awards  for  young 
artists  making  cash  awards  to  young  towns- 
people for  creative  efforts  in  literature, 
visual  arts  and  crafts  and  sponsoring  other 
youth  participation  in  the  A-B  Jamboree. 

Socia  1 : 

Co-sponsored  with  the  National  Honor 
Society  a  highly  successful  welcome  party  for 
newcomers  to  the  High  School  and  Junior  High 
School. 

Sponsored  showing  of  a  movie  "Tommy"  which 
was  well  attended  by  young  people. 

Sponsored  a  dance  at  A-B  Jamboree  which 
was  a  disaster  with  more  Chaperones  than 
dancers  in  contrast  to  a  very  successful  dance 
in  the  previous  years. 

Commission  members  and  YES  employees  also 
assisted  in  the  organization  and  production  of 
A-B  Jamboree  in  a  number  of  ways  with  parti- 
cular emphasis  on  youth  programs. 

Personnel : 

During  the  year  there  was  considerable 
turnover  in  board  membership  with  longtime 
members  Helen  Berger,  Robert  Caldwell,  Marilu 
Nowlin    and    Connie     Huber     (Chairman     for  five 


years)  resigning.  Their  contributions  to  the 
Commission  were  numerous  and  significant,  and 
their  loss  was  sorely  felt  by  the  surviving 
members  of  the  board.  Board  member  Nancy 
Carroll  also  resigned  afer  a  short  but  produc- 
tive stint.  In  June,  Mary  Ring  (asssisted  by 
Paula  Ceglowski)  replaced  Mark  Higden  as  Co- 
ordinator of  the  Youth  Employment  Service  and 
Kathy  Moscone  was  hired  to  promote  jobs  for 
youths  in  the  business  community.  All  three 
of  these  young  people  did  an  outstanding  job 
for  the  Commssion. 

As  this  report  is  being  written  the  future 
of  the  Youth  Commission  is  uncertain  due  to 
the  impact  of  Proposition  2  1/2  on  Town 
revenue.  However,  it  is  expected  that  the 
Youth  Employment  Service  at  least  will  remain. 

Jack  Ormsbee,  Chairman 
Peter  Gauthier 
Vanetta  Hunter 
Pat  Pasieka 
Jean  Roberts 
Gary  Wehr 


YOUTH  EMPLOYMENT  SERVICE 

The  Youth  Employment  Service  has  continued 
its  successful  program  of  finding  employment 
for  local  youths.  In  the  fiscal  year  June 
1979  through  May  1980  approximately  600  jobs 
were  filled.  Of  these,  nearly  half  were  for 
various  local  businesses,  with  the  other  half 
residential  jobs.  There  were  many  requests 
for  the  Y.E.S.  babysitting  list  which  is  cons- 
tantly updated  and  maintained  in  convenient 
neighborhood  listings.  In  additiion,  this 
year  Acton  Center  was  added  to  these  listings. 

The  Youth  Employment  Service  has  300 
students  between  the  ages  of  13  and  21,  who 
are  actively  on  file.  This  means  that  within 
the  past  year  these  individuals  have  received 
employment   through  Y.E.S. 

Publicity  was  handled  by  Kathy  Mascone 
during  the  summer.  As  a  job  solicitor,  Kathy 
visited  various  local  businesses,  with  a 
letter  of  introduction  from  Bill  Avril,  in 
order  to  acquaint  the  local  industries  with 
the  agency  and  its  functions.  The  results  can 
be  seen  in  the  increase  of  the  number  of 
businesses  using  the  service. 

The  Staff  of  Y.E.S.  was  expanded  this  year 
to  include  two  job  coordinators. 

The  office,  located  in  the  lobby  of  the 
High  School,  is  open  weekdays  1  to  4  P.M.,  all 
year  round.     The  telephone  number  is  263-0123. 

The  Y.E.S.  staff  would  like  to  thank  the 
Acton  Youth  Commission  and  the  Ac tonBoxborough 
Regional  High  School  for  their  steady  support 
and  aid.  A  special  Thank-you  is  also  sent  to 
Connie  Huber  and  Jack  Ormsbee,  former  Youth 
Commission  members. 

Mary  Ring  and  Paula  Ceglowski 
Youth  Employment  Coordinators 
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Arts  Lottery  Council 


Financial  help  for  cultural  activities  in 
Acton  will  be  available  starting  in  July,  1981 
from  the  proceeds  of  the  Massachusetts  Arts 
Lottery  which  got  underway  in  October,  1980 
the  first  lottery  game  in  the  nation  specifi- 
cally created  to  support  the  arts. 

Local  stores  and  organizations  have  been 
selling  the  Arts  Lottery  tickets,  with  very 
favorable  response. 

Acton  stands  to  receive  between  $12,000 
and  $25,000  during  1981,  if  projections  are 
correct.  This  money  will  be  allocated  through 
the  local  Arts  Council,  to  aid  activities  in 
graphic  arts,  theatre,  music,  dance,  litera- 
ture and  other  qualified  programs  and  media  in 
the  category  of  Arts  and  Humanities. 

Arts  Lottery  tickets  are  one  price:  $5.00, 
which  makes  the  ticket-holder  eligible  for 
four  consecutive  weekly  drawings,  four  chances 
to  win.      Funds    from   the    lottery    are  intended 


to  promote  the  study,  pursuit,  performance, 
exhibition  and  enjoyment  of  cultural  activi- 
ties in  the  broadest  sense. 

Locally  the  Arts  Lottery  was  launched  of- 
ficially when  Chairman  Jack  Ormsbee  presented 
the  first  ticket  to  Joyce  Foley,  Chairman  of 
the  Acton  Board  of  Selectmen. 

The  Arts  Lottery  is  the  result  of  legisla- 
tion signed   into  law  last   year.      It    is  admin- 
istered   by    the    Massachusetts    States  Lottery 
Commission. 

Jack  Ormsbee,  Chairman 
James  McGowan,  Vice-chairman 
Maurice  Sagoff,  Secretary 

Members 

Wanda  Null  Jan  Nicholson 

Jane  Isaccs  Bill  Ryan 

Nancy  Schricker  Nelson  Ziegler 


Acton-Boxborough  Jamboree 


Hot  air  balloonists  and  skateboard  wiz- 
ards, sidewalk  jugglers  and  steamed  clam  sel- 
lers, arts  and  crafts  and  concerts  and  plays 
that  was  the  second  year  of  the  Acton-Boxbor- 
ough Jamboree. 

Despite  the  high  temperatures  in  Acton  on 
August  1,  2  and  3,  A-B  Jamboree  was  the  hotest 
thing  around. 

Close  to  20,000  people  came  to  Jamboree, 
to  look  and  to  watch  and  to  participate,  but 
above  all  to  enjoy  the  biggest  community  car- 
nival this  side  of  Brockton. 

"Jamboree  was  a  lot  more  fun  for  a  lot 
more  people  this  year,"  Jack  Ormsbee,  Jamboree 
coordinator  said  afterward. 

Jamboree's  activities  and  events,  spread 
out  over  the  grounds  of  the  Acton-Boxborough 
Regional  Junior  and  Senior  High  Schools,  were 
a  unique  example  of  how  a  community  can  util- 
ize a  school  complex  during  a  summer  weekend. 

The  three  day  festival  weekend  kicked  off 
Friday  night  at  6  with  dedication  ceremonies 
to  the  memory  of  the  late  Superintendent  of 
Schools,   Raymond  J.  Gray. 

Jamboree  Youth  Coordinator  Jane  Huber 
Raised  the  official  Jamboree  flag  and  Jamboree 
was  underway. 


By  6  p.m.  Sunday,  it  was  all  over  except 
for  the  taking  down  and  storing  away  in  the 
basement  of  the  Junior  High  School  of  informa- 
tion booths  and  other  equipment  until  next 
August . 

But,  between  Friday  and  Sunday  nights, 
Jamboree  was  a  happening  for  the  second  suc- 
cessful time  around  that  brought  about  a  sense 
of  community  pride,  thanks  in  large  part  to 
the  over  150  volunteers  who  worked  throughout 
the  year  and  the  weekend  to  make  it  all  happen. 

Acton-Boxborough  Community  Education  was 
the  sponsoring  arm  once  again  for  the  festival. 

Community  Education  Coordinator,  Bill  Ryan 
stressed  afterwards  that  Jamboree  depends  on 
the  volunteer  efforts  of  Acton  residents, 
calling  it  the  heart  of  the  Jamboree  process. 

"As  long  as  we  can  generate  that  kind  of 
enthusiasm  and  involvement,"  Ryan  said,  "we 
can  do  it  again." 

Indeed,  Jamboree  will  be  done  again  in  the 
summer  of  1981  with  the  plans  already  underway 
to  make  the  three  day  summer  event  a  success- 
ful happening  for  the  third  straight  year. 
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Protection  Of  Persons  And  Property 


Police  Department 


MEMBERS  OF  THE  ACTON  POLICE  DEPARTMENT 

CHIEF  OF  POLICE 
Chauncey  R.   Fenton  Jr. 

SERGEANTS 
Robert  Rhodes     Georgp  Robinson 
John  T.  McNiff     Robert  MacLeod 
Robert  Paris i 


PATROLMEN 
Bernard  Harrison 
William  Hayes 
Donald  Bresnick 
Brian  Goodman 
Lawrence  Dupont 
George  Dristilaris 
Calvin  O'Coin 
Thomas  Rogers 
Ronald  Johnson 
Dennis  Thompson 


Stephen  McCarthy 
Paul  McGovern 
Paul  Cogan 
Robert  Cowan 
Bruce  Nadeau 
Frank  Widmayer 
Albert  Crowley, Jr. 
James  McPadden 
Raymond  Grey 
Raymond  LaRoche 


Phil  Harris 


DISPATCHERS 

John  MacLeod 


Joyce 


MATRONS 

June  Carney  Christine  M. 

Natacha  MacGregor 

SECRETARY 
June  Carney- 


OPERATIONAL  ASSIGNMENTS  WITHIN  DEPARTMENT 


Scheduling  Officer 
Dept.  Prosecutor 
Training  Officer 
EMT  Co-ordinator 
Safety  Officer 
Dept.  Photographer 
Dept.  Investigator 
Dept.  Investigator 
As  s  '  t  Firea  rm 

Training  Off. 
Crime  Prevention  Off, 
Youth  Officer 


Sergt.  Robert  Rhodes 
Sergt.  George  Robinson 
Sergt .   John  McNiff 
Sergt.  Robert  MacLeod 
Pt 1 .   Bernard  Harrison 
Ptl.  Donald  Bresnick 
Ptl.   Lawrence  DuPont 
Ptl.  Brian  Goodman 

Ptl.  George  Dristilaris 
Ptl.  George  Dristilaris 
Ptl.   Bernard  Harrison 


TRAINING  AND  EDUCATION 
The     following     department     members  have 
completed     courses     presented     by     the  Massa- 
chusetts Criminal  Justice  Training  Council. 

Sergt.  Robert  Rhodes 

Constructive  Discipline,   Babson  Institute 

Ptl.   James  McPadden 

Massachusetts  State  Police  Academy  12  weeks 
EMT  Course 

Ptl.  Albert  Crowley,  Jr. 

Accident  Investigation  School,  Drug  Educa- 
tion Police  Motorcycle  Operation  Instruc- 
tion, EMT  Coifrse 

Ptl.  George  Dristilaris 

Crime  Scene  Search,  State  Police 

Academy ,Framingham,  Firearms  Instructors 

F.B.I.   Camp  Curtis,  EMT  Refresher  Course 

Ptl.  Dennis  Thompson 

Stolen  Motor  Vehicle  Seminar  North  Pitts- 
field,  MA,  Police  Motorcycle  Operation  In- 
s  true  t  ion 


Ptl.   Ronald  Johnson 

Police  Motorcycle  Operation  Instruction 
Ptl.   Brian  Goodman 

Police  Motorcycle  Operation  Instruction 

Ptl.   Bruce  Nadeau 
EMT  Course 

Ptl.   Bernard  Harrison 

Dealing  with  the  Retarded  Offender,  Co- 
sponsored  Seminar  on  School  Truancy,  Safe- 
ty Officer  Teaching  Techniques 

In  addition,  all  present  EMT's  have  con- 
tinued to  take  on  going  courses  to  retain 
certification. 

In  accordance  with  departmental  policy, 
all  personnel  are  required  to  qualify  in  the 
correct  and  proper  procedure  regarding  the 
handling  and  use  of  all  weapons  under  the  con- 
trol of  the  Police  Department.  This  area  of 
instruction  and  training  is  conducted  by 
Training  Officer  Sergt.  John  McNiff  and  his 
assistant,   Ptl.  George  Dristilaris. 

On  May  23,  1980  Ptl.  James  McPadden 
graduated  from  the  Massachusetts  State  Police 
Academy,  placing  second  in  his  class  with  a 
percentage  of  95.6.  Subjects  covered  during 
this  twelve  week  course  are  as  follows: 


Report  Writing 
Criminal  Law 
Motor  Vehicle  Law 
Accident 

Investigation 
Statute  Law 
Crisis 

Intervent  ion 


Narcotic  Law 
First  Aid 
Interviews  and 

Interrogations 
Court  Procedures 
Laws  of  Evidence 
Search  and  Seizure  Laws 


In  the  area  of  weapons,  Ptl.  McPadden  ob- 
tained the  rank  of  Sharpshooter  in  the  double 
action  combat  course. 

All  department  members  and  myself  are  ex- 
tremely proud  of  Ptl.  McPadden 's  achievements 
at  the  State  Police  Academy. 

At  the  present  time  we  have  five  members 
with  Bachelors  Degrees  in  Criminal  Law  and 
three  members  with  Associates  Degrees. 
Several  Members  are  tak-  ing  on-going  courses 
toward  obtaining  future  degrees. 

PERSONNEL  CHANGES 

On  June  29,  1980  Raymond  Grey  was  ap- 
pointed to  the  Position  of  full-time  patrolman 
with  the  Acton  Police  Department. 

On  July  9,  1980,  Ptl.  Charles  Coggins  Sub- 
mitted a  letter  of  resignation  from  the  Police 
Department.  He  resigned  in  order  to  accept  a 
position  with  Digital  Equipment  Corporation  as 
a  Security  Supervisor. 

At  the  Annual  Town  Meeting  the  position  of 
a  Youth  Officer  for  the  department  was  ap- 
proved. After  receiving  the  input  from  a  com- 
mittee formed  from  the  League  of  Women  Voters, 
the  Youth  Commission,  and  local  Clergy,  I  ap- 
pointed Officer  Bernard  Harrison  to  fill  this 
position. 

At  this  time  I  wish  to  extend  my  thanks  to 
the  Acton  League  of  Women  Voters,  the  Acton 
Youth  Commission  and  the  Local  Clergy,  for 
their  long  and  untiring  efforts  toward  obtain- 
ing a  Youth  Officer  for  the  Town  of  Acton. 
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As  a  result  of  Pt 1 .  Coggins  resignation, 
Ptl.  George  Dristilaris  has  been  appointed  to 
the  position  of  Crime  Prevention  Officer,  a 
post  previously  held  try  Ptl.  Coggins. 

We  are  presently  operating  with  twonty-six 
full  time  members.  As  of  this  writing  the  de- 
partment has  two.  vacancies,  created  by  Pt 1 . 
Coggin's  resignation  and  the  new  Youth  Officer 
position.  When  these  positions  are  filled  the 
department  will  be  at  its  full  authorized  com- 
plement of  twenty-eight  members. 

Also,  as  a  result  of  Town  Meeting,  we  were 
authorized  to  add  a  motorcycle  to  our  present 
patrol  vehicles.  This  was  obtained  through  a 
grant  from  the  Governors  Highway  Safety  Coun- 
cil, and  was  delivered  on  June  20,  1980.  This 
addition  has  proved  invaluable,  not  only  in 
patrol  and  radar  areas  but  in  public  relations 
in  and  around  our  community. 


CRIMES  OR  COMPLAINTS 

REPORTED 

Type  of  Crime 

1979 

l  Qftn 
170U 

Breaking  and  Entering 

148 

260 

Miscellaneous 

224 

ZjZ 

Larceny 

7  54 

/ol 

Malicious  Damage 

222 

9  9  G 

Stolen  Motor  Vehicles 

92 

109 

Assault  and  Battery 

79 

60 

Stolen  Bikes 

91 

105 

Armed  Robbery 

1 

3 

M/V  Violations 

Resulting  in  Arrests 

275 

283 

Sex  Related  Crimes 

26 

19 

Narcotics 

47 

42 

Suicide  Attempts 

5 

5 

Counterfeiting  and/or 

Forgery 

10 

15 

Missing  Persons 

9 

15 

Arson 

11 

7 

MISCELLANEOUS  STATISTICS 

M/V  Accidents  Covered  by  Dept. 

495 

558 

Fire  Alarms  Responed  to 

1,002 

869 

Escorts  (Banks  and  Businesses) 

600 

590 

Protective  Custody  Dententions 

355 

368 

Physical  Arrests 

390 

451 

Emergency  Runs 

633 

724 

Traffic  Citations  Issued 

1 ,836 

1,782 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

In  1965,  when  we  moved  into  the  new  sta- 
tion the  full  complement  for  the  department 
consisted  of  eleven  (11)  full-time  members  and 
two  marked  vehicles.  As  of  April  1980  we  were 
authorized  by  the  Town  a  full  complement  of 
twenty  eight  (28)  members,  four  marked  ve- 
hicles, three  unmarked  vehicles  and  one  motor- 
cycle. This  indicates  an  addition  of  seven- 
teen personnel  and  six  vehicles  in  the  last 
fifteen  years. 

If  the  current  growth  trend  continues,  I 
would  anticipate  the  need  for  at  least  five 
(5)  additional  personnel  during  the  next  five 
years,   plus  an  additional  marked  cruiser. 

At  this  time  the  present  building  is  being 
utilized  to  its  full  capacity,  so  it  goes 
without  saying  that  building  expansion  should 
take  top  priority  in  any  capital  improvement 
program. 

I  would  strongly  urge  that  we  look  ahead 
at  least   fifteen  or   twenty   years,    in   the  area 


of  building  expansion,  which  would  indicate  a 
doubling  of  our  existing  square  footage. 

In  closing  I  would  like  to  take  this 
opportunity  to  thank  all  Police  Department 
Personnel,  Town  Administrators,  Department 
Heads  and  ail  Town  Boards  and  Committees  who 
have  worked  with  us  and  assisted  us  in 
numerous  and  various  ways  this  past  year. 

A  special  thanks  to  the  Auxilillary  Police 
Personnel  who  have  donated  their  time  and  ef- 
forts to  assist  us  in  our  continuing  efforts 
to  provide  first  class  police  protection  to 
the  citizens  of  Acton. 

Chauncey  R.   Fenton,  Jr. 
Chief  of  Police 


Fire  Department 

During  the  past  year  the  Acton  Fire  De- 
partment responded  to  a  total  of  1593  calls, 
which  is  slightly  less  than  in  1979.  This 
total  number  of  responses,  includes  an  in- 
crease in  the  number  of  brush  fires  and  ambu- 
lance responses.  We  were  fortunate  in  that, 
unlike  the  previous  year,  we  had  no  lives  lost 
or  serious  injuries  to  firefighters  or  civil- 
ians. Also,  we  did  not  experience  any  large 
property  loss  fires,  and  therefore  our  per- 
centage of  property  lost  due  to  fire  dropped 
from  almost  7%,  down  to  2%  for  the  past  year. 

At  the  time  of  writing  of  last  years  an- 
nual report,  we  were  awaiting  the  results  of  a 
survey  of  the  Insurance  Services  Office  that 
was  done  in  February  of  1979.  As  a  result  of 
that  survey,  effective  September  1,  1980  the 
Town  insurance  classification  was  changed  from 
the  previous  classification  of  5-C  to  a  new 
improved  classification  of  4B.  This  upgrading 
could  affect  rates  for  various  commercial 
properties,  as  well  as  homeowners.  It  was 
hoped  that  we  might  have  obtained  a  3B  classi- 
fication, but  this  was  not  possible  due  to  the 
fact  that  40%  of  the  town's  water  supply  was 
diminished  due  to  the  closing  of  two  wells 
during  the  year  because  of  pollution  and 
drought  conditions.  Because  of  the  closing  of 
these  wells,  the  I.S.O.  felt  that  the  town 
could  not  obtain  the  required  amounts  of  water 
necessary  to  suppress  any  major  conflagra- 
tions. Therefore,  an  improvement  to  a  class- 
ification of  3-B  was  not  possible. 

MAINTENANCE  AND  EQUIPMENT 
In  the  Spring  of  this  past  year,  the  rec- 
onditioned and  repowered  ladder  truck  was 
received  and  placed  back  into  service  at  the 
South  Acton  Station.  The  repowering  of  this 
ladder  truck,  now  means  that  all  our  firstline 
apparatus  is  diesel  powered  which  should  prove 
to  be  most  effective  from  the  standpoint  of 
economy,  efficiency  and  low  maintenance. 

In  addition  to  the  reconditioning  of  the 
ladder  truck,  the  Fire  Chief's  car  was  re- 
placed in  1980,  as  was  approved  at  the  Annual 
Town  Meeting  in  1980.  This  vehicle,  which  is  a 
1980    Chevrolet    Citation,    should    prove'    to  be 
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more  efficient  and  economical  due  to  its 
smaller  size. 

At  the  present  time,  our  other  apparatus 
continues  to  be  maintained  in  good  mechanical 
condition.  This  is  due  largely  to  the  success 
of  our  preventive  maintenance  program,  which 
has  been  in  existence  for  the  last  2  1/2  years. 

It  is  our  hope  that  at  the  upcoming  annual 
town  meeting,  replacements  will  be  approved 
for  the  cab  and  chassis  of  our  present  rescue 
truck  and  for  the  Fire  Department  ambulance. 
It  should  be  noted,  that  the  replacement  of 
the  cab  and  chassis  for  the  rescue  truck,  is 
overdue  by  some  3  years  at  this  time.  The  am- 
bulance has  been  in  service  for  almost  five 
years  and  is  beginning  to  suffer  due  to  the 
age  and  mileage.  It  is  our  intention  to  re- 
place the  total  unit,  as  it  is  not  feasible  in 
this  case,   to  replace  just  the  chassis. 

The  fire  stations  remain  in  good  order, 
and  the  housekeeping  is  excellent  due  to  the 
efforts  of  the  permanent  firefighters.  The 
continued  cooperation  with  the  Building  Com- 
missioner has  been  appreciated,  and  has  re- 
sulted in  the  installation  of  storm  windows  on 
all  fire  stations.  Hopefully,  the  roof  in  the 
South  Acton  Station  will  be  repaired  shortly, 
and  energy  conservation  measures  will  be  com- 
pleted by  the  installation  of  roof  insulation 
on  all   fire  stations. 

At  the  Annual  Town  Meeting  in  1980  the 
hiring  of  four  civilian  dispatchers  was  ap- 
proved. Four  dispatchers  were  hired  to  operate 
the  Fire  Alarm  Office  in  the  West  Acton  Fire 
Station.  This  has  alleviated  the  dangerous 
practice  of  having  one  firefighter  responding 
alone  from  the  West  Acton  Fire  Station.  The 
transition  to  civilian  dispatchers  has  been 
accomplished  without  any  major  problems.  The 
four  dispatchers  initially  hired  were  Edward 
Power,  Robert  Sabourin,  Robert  Dupont,  and 
Carol  Murphy.  Miss  Murphy  worked  for  several 
months  and  then  resigned  to  assume  a  similar 
position  with  the  Lexington  Fire  Department. 
Her  position  was  filled  by  the  hiring  of  Keith 
Robinson. 

During  the  year  Firefighter  Stephen 
Huntley  retired  and  Dana  Flint  was  hired  to 
replace  him.  Also,  Firefighter  Timothy  Pattee 
retired  and  Russell  Salamone  was  a  permanent 
firefighter  in  Maynard  for  5  years  prior  to 
his  hiring  in  Acton.  Both  firefighters  are  as- 
signed to  the  ambulance. 

The  present  permanent  strength  of  the  de- 
partment is  a  Chief,  4  Captains,  a  Lieuten- 
ant/Fire Prevention  Officer  and  28  Firefight- 
ers and  4  civilian  dispatchers.  The  call  fire 
department  consists  of  28  Call  Firefighters 
and  2  Call  Lieutenants. 

FIRE  PREVENTION 

During  1980  the  work  of  the  Fire  Preven- 
tion Bureau  continued  to  increase.  Although 
the  actual  number  of  fires  and  subsequent  in- 
vestigations decreased,  the  necessary  inspec- 
tions and  plan  reviews  continued  to  increase. 
The  permanent  on-duty  firefighters  continued 
with  the  in-service  inspection  program  with 
265  business  inspections  being  completed. 

In  the  area  of  public  education,  a  total 
of  26  programs  were  presented  ranging   in  scope 


from  a  neighborhood  fire  safety  discussion  to 
a  major  shopping  center  demonstration  con- 
ducted during  Fire  Prevention  Week.  It  is 
hoped  that  at  some  point  in  the  future  our 
public  education  program  can  be  expanded  in 
order  to  reach  as  many  people  as  possible  to 
inform  and  instruct  in  the  area  of  Fire  Pre- 
vent ion . 

TRAINING 

The  Training  Division  under  the  direction 
of  the  Training  Officer,  Captain  Bernard 
Caouette  and  Assistant  Training  Officer  Fire- 
fighter James  Kessler  conducted  a  total  of 
1359  hours  of  training  for  the  permanent  and 
call  fire  department.  This  was  somewhat  less 
than  our  training  in  previous  years.  It  should 
be  noted  that  we  were  not  able  to  conduct  ac- 
tual drills  by  burning  abandoned  structures 
due  to  the  severe  water  supply  situation  in 
the  Town  during  the  year. 

FIRE  ALARM 

The  Fire  Alarm  Division  continued  to  main- 
tain the  municipal  fire  alarm  system  in  an  ex- 
cellent condition.  During  the  year  several  new 
street  boxes  and  master  boxes  were  placed  in 
service  by  the  Fire  Alarm  Division.  In  addi- 
tion to  continuing  improvements  to  the  fire 
alarm  system  the  fire  alarm  office  has  also 
been  upgraded  by  the  addition  of  a  4  channel 
logging  device  which  simultaneously  records 
both  incoming  and  outgoing  communication  on 
our  emergency  telephones  and  our  radio  system. 

EMERGENCY  MEDICAL  SERVICES 
The  Emergency  Medical  Services  Division 
continues  to  provide  outstanding  service  to 
the  community.  This  factor  was  recognized  on  a 
state-wide  basis  when  the  Acton  Fire  Depart- 
ment Ambulance  Service  was  awarded  the  Ambu- 
lance Service  of  the  Year  award  for  1979.  Much 
of  the  credit  for  the  success  of  this  service 
must  go  to  Firefighter  Malcolm  Perkins  who 
served  as  the  E.M.S.  coordinator  from  the  in- 
ception of  the  service  until  the  middle  of 
last  year.  Upon  the  resignation  of  Firefighter 
Perkins,  the  post  of  E.M.S.  coordinator  was 
assumed  by  Firefighter  William  Primiano.  Fire- 
fighter Primiano  has  continued  to  direct  the 
ambulance  service  in  Acton  in  an  extremely 
capable  manner  and  also  is  very  involved  in 
area  E.M.S.  advisory  functions. 

A  large  amount  of  the  credit  for  the  out- 
standing performance  in  the  area  of  emergency 
medical  care  must  go  to  the  permanent  fire- 
fighters of  the  department.  Out  of  33  perman- 
ent firefighters,  23  firefighters  are  current- 
ly registered  as  Emergency  Medical  Technician. 
To  retain  this  certification  the  firefighters 
must  participate  in  many  on-duty  as  well  as 
off-duty  training  programs,  seminars  and  meet- 
ings . 

SUMMARY 

In  closing  I  would  like  to  once  again  com- 
mend and  thank  the  permanent  and  call  person- 
nel of  the  Acton  Fire  Department  for  the 
cooperation,  assistance,  efficiency  and  pro- 
fessionalism exemplified  during  the  past  year. 
I  would  also  like  to  thank  all  the  other  de- 
partments, town  officials  and  committees  that 
have      been      so      cooperative.      Also,  special 
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thanks,   as  always,  must  go  to   the  Acton  Civil 

Defense    Auxiliary  Fire    Department    for  their 

capable  assistance  on  several  occasions  during 
the  past  year. 


STATISTICS 

Total  number  of  responses  were  as  follows: 


12/01/78- 

12/01/79 

11/30/79 

11/3/80 

Residential  Fires 

26 

11 

Multiple  Dwelling  Fires 

9 

8 

Non  Residential  Assembly 

Fires  0 

2 

Mercantile  Fires 

5 

3 

Manufacturing  Fires 

3 

2 

Storage  Fires 

3 

2 

Grass/Brush  Fires 

57 

92 

Miscellaneous 

71 

79 

Motor  Vehicle  Fires 

31 

39 

False  Alarms 

45 

38 

Accidental  Alarms 

88 

67 

Emergenc ies /Non  Medical 

161 

16 

Acc  idents 

82 

54 

Medical  Emergencies 

613 

695 

Investigations 

222 

216 

Special  Services 

188 

221 

Mutual  Aid  Dispatched 

19 

19 

Medical  Mutual  Aid 

22 

29 

Totals 

1645 

1593 

Fire  Loss  (Estimated)  12/1/78-  12/1/79- 

11/30/79  11/30/80 

Buildings  &  Contents$  1,073,844.00  $  19,100.00 

Vehicles                             41,585.00  29,075.00 

Totals                  $  1,115,429.00  $  48,17  5.00 

Assessed  Value  of 

Property  Involved  718,700.00 
(Excluding  Vehicles) 

Estimated  Property  Damage  14,650.00 

(Excluding  Contents) 

Property  Value  Undamaged  $  704,050.00 

Therefore:     Percent  of  Property  Damage  2.04% 

Percent  of  Property  Undamaged  97.96% 


PERMITS  ISSUED 


12/1/78-  12/1/79- 
11/30/79  11/30/80 


Fuel  Oil  Burner  and  Storage 
Blasting 

Flammable  Gas/Liquid 
Miscel laneous 
Total 


93 
25 
21 
49 


188 

MONIES  COLLECTED 


86 
20 
8 
31 
145 


Permi  ts 

Ambulance  Receipts 
Miscellaneous  Receipts 


$  180.00 
5,459.00 
150.00 

Malcolm  S.  MacGregor 
Chief  of  Department 


Workmen's  Compensation  Agent 

This  report  is  for  the  year   1980,   covering  in  physical   condition,   another   is   still  under 

accidents    from   November    13,    1979    to    July    1,  discussion,    as    medical    problems    were    not  as- 

1980.      (As   no   Workmen's    Compensation   accident  sociated  with  work. 

reports    were    available    to   me    after    June    30,  The   accident   of   November   19,    1978  is 

1980,    this    report    only    covers    six    months.)  still   being  held  open  due   to   the   liability  of 

During    the    report    period    there   were    11    acci-  other  carriers  being  questioned, 

dents  reported  from  the  following  departments:  The     accident     of     June     24,     1977  is 

Cemetery  Department                   3  being    held    open    until    the    medical  treatment 

Health  Department                       1  appeal  is  cleared. 

Highway  Department                     5  I    have     been    Workmen's  Compensation 

School   (Douglas)  Department     2  Agent  over    forty  years   and  have   enjoyed  serv- 

Four     of     the      injured     had     medical  ing    the    Town    loyally    in    this    capacity.  The 

treatment    with   no    loss    of    time,    four   had   no  time  has  now  come   to   pass   this   appointment  on 

medical    treatment    and    no    loss    of    time.      One  to  someone  else. 

had  loss  of  time,  with  medical  payment;   all  of 

these  have  been  finaled  out.  Theron  A.  Lowden, 

One  case  is  still  open  with  no  change  Workmen's  Compensation  Agent 


Board  Of 

Last  year  the  Acton  Board  of  Health  per- 
sonnel were  kept  quite  busy.  There  were  the 
long-standing  problems  of  the  Assabet  Well 
Field  contamination,  sewage  sludge  in  the  As- 
sabet River  as  well  as  other  related  problems 
with  the  Maynard  Sewage  Treatment  Plant.  The 
hazardous  waste  dumping  and  related  problems 
at  the  W.R.  Grace  Company  have  continued  to 
draw  heavily  on  our  staffing  resources.  In 
addition,    we   have    tried    to   keep   up   with  our 


Health 

regular  duties  including  subsurface  sewage  in- 
spections, housing  inspections  and  restaurant 
and  retail  food  store  inspections. 

All  of  the  above  taken  together  has  con- 
tributed to  a  full  work  schedule. 

Sanitarian  Paul  McNulty  resigned  from  the 
Board  of  Health  staff  to  assume  the  position 
of  Health  Director  for  the  Town  of  Westbor- 
ough.  His  experience  and  expertise  in  the  Ac- 
ton Board  of  Health  matters  have  been  missed. 


Board  of  Health  member  Norman  Higgins  re- 
signed and  was  replaced  by  the  appointment  of 
Mrs.  Pamela  Res or. 

The  following  is  a  summation  of  the  activ- 
ities and  services  for  1980. 

Rabies  Clinic 
The  Acton  Board  of  Health  holds  a  Rabies 
Immunization  Clinic  in  late  March  or  early  Ap- 
ril of  each  year  for  all  dogs  six  months  of 
age  or  over.  Under  Massachusetts  law,  every 
dog  must  be  immunized  once  every  three  years. 

Mosquito  Control 

The  control  consisted  of  four  foggings  of 
the  Town  by  Ultra-Low  Volume  apparatus  for  the 
control  of  adult  mosquitos.  Malathion  is  the 
pesticide  used  to  accomplish  this  purpose. 

Board  of  Health  summer  personnel  did  the 
majority  of  the  fogging  in  the  Town,  along 
with  personnel  of  the  Central  Massachusetts 
Mosquito  Control  Project. 

Source  reduction  work  in  the  form  of 
stream,  ditch,  and  drain  cleaning  and  clearing 
was  done  by  both  the  Control  Project  and  Board 
of  Health  employees.  The  Town  personnel 
cleared  approximately  23  miles  of  streams  and 
ditches . 

Septic  Tank  Care 
All  residents  in  the  Town  of  Acton  are  re- 
minded    of     their     responsibility     to  maintain 
their    septic    tanks    and    underground  leaching 
areas . 

A  septic  tank  system  will  serve  a  home 
satisfactorily  only  if  it  is  properly  located, 
designed,  constructed  and  adequately  main- 
tained. Even  a  good  system  which  does  not 
have  proper  care  and  attention  may  become  a 
nuisance  and  a  burdensome  expense. 

Neglect  of  the  septic  tank  is  the  most 
frequent  cause  of  damage  to  the  leaching  sys- 
tem. When  the  tank  is  not  cleaned,  solids 
build  up  until  they  are  carried  into  the 
underground  leaching  system  where  they  block 
the  flow  of  the  liquid  into  the  soil.  When 
this  happens,  the  leaching  system  must  be  re- 
built or  relocated  —  a  costly  undertaking. 
The  precautions  of  periodic  inspection  and 
cleaning  of  the  septic  tank  can  prevent  this 
needless  expense  and  work  by  extending  the 
life  of  the  leaching  systems. 

The  frequency  of  cleaning  depends  on  the 
size  of  the  septic  tank  and  the  number  of  peo- 
ple it  serves.  A  garbage  grinder  shall  not  be 
used  unless  approved  by  the  Board  of  Health. 
With  ordinary  use  and  care,  a  residential  sep- 
tic tank  requires  cleaning  every  two  years. 
The  accumulated  solids  are  to  be  pumped  out  by 
a  Board  of  Health  licensed  company.  The  sol- 
ids removed  are  to  be  disposed  of  in  a  manner 
approved  by  your  local  Health  Department  to 
avoid  obnoxious  odors  and  health  hazards. 
There  are  no  chemicals,  yeasts,  bacteria,  en- 
zymes, or  other  substances  capable  of  elimin- 
ating or  reducing  the  solids  and  scum  in  a 
septic  tank  so  that  periodic  cleaning  by  the 
homeowner  is  unnecessary.  Contrary  to  some 
beliefs,  the  addition  of  such  products  is  not 
necessary  for  the  proper  functioning  of  a  sep- 
tic tank  disposal  system  and  can  be  harmful  to 
the  leaching  portion  of  the  system. 


DO  NOT  USE  chlorinated  degreasers  on  sep- 
tic systems.     THIS  MAY  contaminate  groundwater. 

Garbage  Collection 

The  Town  of  Acton  maintains  a  municipal 
garbage  collection  and  is  based  on  a  once-a- 
week  collection.  All  garbage  shall  be  stored 
in  a  place  convenient  for  removal.  Garbage 
collectors  are  not  allowed  to  enter  any  build- 
ing, breezeway,  garage,  etc.,  to  pick  up  gar- 
bage; garbage  cans  should  be  of  adequate  size 
and  have  tight  lids.  Paper  bags,  paper  wrap- 
ping or  other  trash  shall  not  be  deposited 
with  edible  garbage.  Paths  and  garbage  pail 
areas  must  be  free  of  ice  and  snow  and  paths 
sanded  for  safe  footing. 

All  garbage  complaints  shall  be  directed 
to  the  contractor  at  369-7541.  If  you  do  not 
have  satisfaction  after  contacting  the  con- 
tractor, call  the  Board  of  Health  at  263-4736 
and  we  will  try  to  remedy  the  situation. 
Please  contact  the  Board  of  Health  to  begin 
this  service.  It  appears  that  this  service 
may  be  eliminated  due  to  Proposition  2  1/2. 

Sanitary  Landfill 
The  Town  of  Acton  maintains  a  sanitary 
landfill  for  rubbish  and  trash  disposal.  It 
is  located  on  Route  2  just  West  of  Hosmer 
Street  and  will  be  open  five  days  a  week  from 
8:00  A.M.  to  3:45  P.M.  and  closed  Sundays, 
Thursdays,  and  holidays.  (Check  schedule 
posted  at  entrance  for  summer  hours.) 

Day  Care  Services 
The  Acton  Board  of  Health  has   again  become 
the    licensing    agency    for    these    services.  If 
you    have    any    questions    regarding    Day  Care, 
call  263-4736. 

Communicable  Diseases  Reported  for  1980 


Animal  Bites 

14 

Chicken  Pox 

19 

German  Measles 

0 

Gonorrhea 

2 

Mumps 

0 

Strep 

0 

Shigella 

0 

Me  a  s  1  e  s 

0 

Salmonella 

3 

Syphillis 

1 

Ameobic  Dysentery 

0 

Meningit  is 

1 

He  pat  it is 

1 

Tuberculos  is 

0 

Chapter  111,  Section  111  of  the  General 
Laws,  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts  requires 
that  all  communicable  diseases  must  be  re- 
ported to  the  Board  of  Health,  263-4736. 


Permits  and  Licenses  Issued 


Installers  Permits 

33 

Sewage  Disposal  Permits 

57 

Food  Establishments 

38 

Temporary  Food  Establishments 

25 

Frozen  Dessert 

5 

Retail  Food  Establishments 

33 

Sundries 

8 

Milk  and  Cream  Licenses 

49 

Mobile  Food  Server  Permits 

6 

Offal  Transport 

9 

Commercial  Haulers  Permit 

12 
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Public  and  Semi-Public 

Swimming  Facilities  18 

Sewage  Transporter  Permits  12 

Burial  or  Removal  Permits  62 

Plumbing  Permits  242 

Gas  Permits  162 

Privie  Permits  1 

Motel  1 

Total  Collected  Miscel laYieous  Items 

Plumbing  Permits  $3,614.00 

Gas  Permits  1,733.00 

Sewerage  Permits  -  New  -  63  5,641.00 

Repair  -  46 

Septage  Coupons  14,387.50 
July  1  -  June  30,  1980 

Miscellaneous  3,526.25 

Sewer  Connections  -  0  28,901.75 


The  Acton  Board  of  Health  contracts  for 
mental  health  services  with  Eliot  Community 
Mental  Health  Center  (EMHC) ,  to  provide  mental 
health  services  to  the  Town  of  Acton. 

These  services  are  provided  through  (1) 
the  Eliot  Clinic  and   (2)  Eliot  Day  Center. 

Eliot  Clinic 

The  Eliot  Clinic  of  the  EMHC  is  the  out- 
patient facility  of  the  Concord  Area  Compre- 
hensive Mental  Health  Center,  which  serves  ten 
area  communities. 

The  Clinic  offers  services  to  residents  in 
the  area  regardless  of  their  ability  to  pay, 
their  age  or  sex. 

Services  provided  by  the  Eliot  Clinic  in- 
clude: 

1.  Intake,  referral,  and  information 
services . 

2.  Evaluation  and  treatment  services  for 
individuals,  groups,  and  families. 

3.  Consultation  and  education  services 
to  schools,  legal  and  community  or- 
ganizations . 

4.  A  Therapeutic  Preschool  Program. 

5.  The  Children's  Day  Treatment  Service. 

6.  Mental  Retardation  Services. 

7.  Volunteer  Services. 

The  Clinic  is  open  Monday  -  Thursday  from 
8:30  A.M.  -  9:00  P.M.  and  Friday  from  8:00 
A.M.  -  5:00  P.M.  Fees  are  based  on  a  sliding 
scale,  depending  on  a  families'  ability  to 
pay,  and  the  Clinic  is  eligible  for  third  par- 
ty payments,  including  CHAMPUS  and  Medicaid. 
There  are  no  specific  "pre-admission"  require- 
ments, nor  is  there  generally  a  formal  waiting 
list . 

Eliot  Day  Center 

The  Eliot  Day  Center,  the  partial  hos- 
pitalization unit  of  the  EMHC,  provides  full 
daytime  comprehensive  services  for  a  wide 
range  of  mental  health  problems.  It  is  lo- 
cated in  the  Community  Agencies  building  of 
Emerson  Hospital.  It  is  a  psychiatric  day 
hospital  or  "day  treatment"  facility  that 
serves  the  residents  of  ten  area  towns.  It  is 
staffed  by  graduate  level  mental  health  pro- 
fessionals in  psychiatry,  psychology,  social 
work,  medicine,  pastoral  counseling  and  other 
human  services. 

If  anyone  is  interested  in  these  services 
or  wants  to  obtain  further  information,  please 
call  Eliot  Community  Mental  Health  Center  at 
369-1113. 


Public  Health 
Nursing  Service 

As  a  Certified  Home  Health  Agency,  the  Ac- 
ton Public  Health  Nursing  Service  provides 
home  care  services  to  the  community.  Services 
provided  are  available  to  all  Acton  residents, 
with  physicians  orders. 

We  have  a  staff  of  five  full  or  part-time 
nurses,  a  part-time  Physical  Therapist,  part- 
time  Medical  Social  Worker  and  two  Home  Health 
Aides  who  work  under  the  supervision  of  the 
nurses . 

From  July  1,  1979  through  June  30,  1980 
there  were: 

3564  Nursing  Visits  (includes  clinics, 
office  &  home  visits) 

159     Phys-ical  Therapy  Visits 

25     Medical  Social  Work  Visits 
7  54    Home  Health  Aide  Visits 
4502  Total 

Revenue  for  This  Period: 
Welfare  $7,970.58 
Medicare  40,644.30 
Blue  Cross  1,852.73 
Welfare  1,753.25 
Veterans  30.00 
Concord  Area  Special  Education 
Collaborative  302.50 

52,525.36 

Expenditures  59,646.70 

*7,121.34 

The  Nursing  Service  also  carries  out  the 
nursing  responsibilities  of  the  Acton  Board  of 
Health,  these  include:  community  clinics  for 
preventive  health  (flu,  lead  screening)  well 
child  clinics,  well  seniors  clinic,  day  care 
and  nursery  inspections,  office  visits  for 
health  supervision  (blood  pressure  screening, 
diabetic  screening).  *The  7,121.34  covers 
these  activities  and  is  paid  by  the  Town. 

New  Activities: 

1.  We  are  using  Jr.  Women's  Club  volun- 
teers to  help  in  our  well  child  clin- 
ics. Because  of  this  we  are  able  to 
staff  these  clinics  with  one  nurse 
instead  of  two  and  free  up  the  second 
nurse  to  provide  other  services. 

2.  A  nurse  providing  health  screening  two 
hours/week  to  Windsor  Green  resi- 
dents . 

3.  We  are  providing  fee  basis  occupa- 
tional health  service  to  private  in- 
dustry, e.g.,  services  include:  blood 
pressure  screening,  back  clinic,  tu- 
berculin clinic. 

Future  Plans: 

On  November  24,  1980,  the  Town  voted  to 
permit  the  Board  of  Health  to  petition  the 
State  Legislature  to  enact  legislation  to 
place  the  Nursing  Service  on  a  Revolving  Ac- 
count. If  approved  by  the  State,  we  will  im- 
plement this  account  July  1,  1981. 
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I  would  like  to  thank  the  physicians,  ser- 
vice organizations  and  individual  volunteers 
who  have  supported  us. 

Donald  R.  Gilberti,  Chairman 
Louis  Beauregard 
Pamela  Res or 

Steven  Calichman,  R.S.,  C.H.O. 

Director 
Priscilla  Greene,   R.N.,  M.S.N. 

Admin is  tra tor /Supervisor 


Building  Department 

There  have  been  a  number  of  events  or  ac- 
tivities during  the  past  year  that  had  signif- 
icant impact  on  the  Building  Department.  The 
temporary  ban  on  new  water  hook-ups  by  the 
Water  District,  the  passage  of  Proposition  2 
1/2  and  the  publication  of  the  4th  edition  of 
the  State  Building  Code  (4  editions  in  5 
years)  are  certainly  among  the  most  note- 
worthy. Far  and  above  these,  however,  the 
single  event  from  1980  which  will  have  the 
greatest  impact  on  this  department  was  the 
resignation  of  Michael  A.   Butler  in  December. 

Two  years  ago  I  reported  that  Mike  had 
been  hired  as  Local  Inspector  (assistant  to 
the  Building  Commissioner)  and  had  immediately 
proved  himself  an  asset  to  the  department.  At 
that  time  I  expressed  anticipation  for  a  long 
and  productive  association  with  Mike.  I  am 
pleased  to  say  that  during  the  2  1/2  years  of 
his  employment  Mike  did  prove  himself  a  great- 
er and  greater  asset  and,  indeed,  his  associa- 
tion with  the  Town  of  Acton  was  exceptionally 
productive. . .albeit  short. 

In  the  final  analysis  Mike  was  compelled 
to  accept  a  lucrative  position  in  private  in- 
dustry. Once  again  the  public  sector  has  been 
unable  to  compete  with  the  financial  and  pro- 
fessional growth  opportunities  available  in 
the  private  sector  and  a  trained,  competent 
and  conscientious  employee  has  been  lost.  The 
Building  Department  extends  its  sincere  best 
wishes  to  Mike. 

Other  notable  items   from  1980  include: 

Continuous  emphasis  on  energy  conserva- 
tion, both  in  new  construction  and  in  the 
operation  of  town-owned  buildings.  This 
emphasis  has  been  dramatized  in  the  large 
number  of  solar  and  other  alternative  en- 
ergy installations  during  the  past  year. 

Continued  large  numbers  of  wood  and  coal 
stove   installations   throughout  the  town. 

Continued  growth  in  the  number  of  single 
family  dwellings  constructed  annually  in 
Acton.  A  total  of  72  permits  were  issued 
for  construction  of  single  family  dwel- 
lings in  1980.  This  is  the  largest  number 
since  the  construction  industry  took  a 
nose  dive  in  1973  and  it  represents  one 
(1)  new,  completed  house  in  Acton  every  3 
1/2  working  days. 

Site  Plan  and  Zoning  Board  of  Appeals  ap- 
provals   of    a    proposed    new    200,000  square 


foot  office  building  for  Digital  Equipment 
Corporation.  If  built,  this  may  easily  be 
one  of  the  most  sophisticated  structures 
in  town. 

Court  action  by  Burger  King  against  the 
Town  of  Acton. 

Service  by  your  Building  Commissioner  on 
another  advisory  committee  to  the  State 
Building  Code  Commission.  This  particular 
committee  dealt  with  building  code  stand- 
ards for  detoxification  facilities. 

Don  P.  Johnson 
Building  Commissioner 


Acton  Civil  Defense  Agency 

Civil  Defense  has  two  important  func- 
tions. In  1950  the  Federal  Civil  Defense  Act 
(public  law  81-920)  created  the  Federal  Civil 
Defense  Administration  and  provided  the  basic 
legal  authority  for  a  modern  civil  defense 
program  designed  to  cope  with  the  realities  of 
the  nuclear  age.  This  act  covers  the  respon- 
sibilities of  man  made  disasters. 

In  January  1972  this  act  broadened  its 
goals  and  assistance  to  an  important  element 
of  our  protection  against  natural  disaster. 

The  Acton  Civil  Defense  teams  has  and  will 
continue  to  provide  vital  services  to  the  town 
and  the  people  in  the  commmunity. 

Over  100  people  in  the  town  of  Acton  con- 
tribute thousands  of  hours  each  year  to  var- 
ious projects  and  training  sessions.  C.D. 
Personnel  have  taken  time  off  from  their 
regular  jobs  to  attend  seminars  conducted  by 
both  state  and  federal  agencies.  This  is  all 
done  without  compensation  and  at  no  cost  to 
the  town. 

Major  progress  has  been  made  in  the  devel- 
opment of  a  new  evacuation  plan  and  will  be 
completed  by  June  10  1981.  We  now  have  a 
trained  shelter  manager.  Mr.  Charlie  Landry 
has  had  first  aid  experience  and  will  conduct 
training  sessions  for  local  personnel  in  the 
near  future. 

Acton  has  an  active  communication  team. 
On  September  30,  1980,  an  Emergency  Communica- 
tion Development  plan  was  submitted  to  the 
State  for  approval.  In  1980  a  mutual  aid 
agreement  was  signed  and  put  into  operation 
with  surroundng  towns.  We  have  direct  contact 
with  area  one  in  Tewksbury  and  State  headquar- 
ters in  Framingham. 

As  in  the  past,  I  would  like  to  thank  all 
town  departments  for  their  cooperation  and  as- 
sistance. I  would  personally  like  to  thank 
Mr.  Allen  Nelson  and  his  crew  from  the  highway 
department  for  helping  us  keep  our  equipment 
in  working  order.  We  will  continue  to  do  the 
best  we  can  with  what  we  have. 

Following  are  reports  from  some  of  the  CD 
Units . 

Donald  Macaulay 
C.D.  Director 
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AUXILIARY  POLICE 

The  Auxiliary  Police  Department,  a  branch 
of  the  Acton  Civil  Defense  Agency,  is  made  up 
of  men  and  women  volunteers. 

Presently  the  Auxiliary  Police  is  com- 
prised of  one  Captain,  one  Lieutenant,  one 
Sergeant  and  six  Patrolmen. 

Captain  K.   Sundberg  Patrolman  B.  Geunard 

Lieutenant  C.   Day  Patrolman  J.  Marina 

Sergeant  J.   Batchelder     Patrolman  N.  Nicholson 
Patrolman  D.  Charter        Patrolman  J.  Dudley 
Patrolmai    T.  Moore 

Training  of  the  Auxiliary  Police  is  con- 
ducted by  the  Acton  Police  Department,  the 
Massachusetts  Civil  Preparedness  Agency,  and 
the  Auxiliary  Police. 

The  Auxiliary  Police  Department  is  an  aid 
and  not  a  substitute  for  the  Police  Depart- 
ment. While  all  members  of  the  Department  are 
dedicated,  they  do  not  have  the  in-depth  pro- 
fessional training  of  the  police  department. 

This  past  year,  we  were  able,  by  taking 
money  from  our  limited  budget  and  a  generous 
donation  from  the  Acton  Lions  Club,  to  appro- 
priate $875.  This  money  combined  with  our 
1972  crusier  allowed  us  to  pick  up  in  trade 
the  best  of  the  1979  Acton  Police  Department 
Cruisers.  This  unit  has  been  equipped  and 
wired  by  members  of  our  own  department,  under 
the  guidance  of  Sgt.  Batchelder. 

Since  receiving  the  "new"  cruiser,  we  have 
been  able  to  increase  our  patrols  from  one 
night  to  two  and  three  nights  each  week.  The 
officers,  under  the  direct  guidance  of  the  Ac- 
ton Police  Department  are  able  to  perform  rou- 
tine patrols  of  the  Acton  Schools,  shopping 
centers,  and  vacant  house  checks.  In  addi- 
tion, when  requested,  they  are  able  to  provide 
support  for  regular  units,  ie.,  accident- 
traffic  control. 

The  members  of  this  Department  work 
strictly  on  a  volunteer  basis  and  are  not  paid 
for  their  services.  This  brings  the  cost  to 
the  community  for  the  officers'  training, 
equipment  and  vehicles  to  approximately  $.48 
per  hour. 

Along  with  its  regular  duties,  the  Depart- 
ment provides  Security  and  traffic  control  for 
parades,  marathons,  Issac  Davis  Camporee, 
Lions  Club  Fair,  A-B  Jamboree,  Fourth  of  July, 
Crown  Resistance  Day,  Football  Games,  Gradua- 
tion and  Halloween. 

I  would  like  to  thank  the  Acton  Police  De- 
partment for  their  guidance  and  patience,  and 
a  special  thanks  to  the  citizens  of  Acton,  who 
have  cooperated  and  assisted  in  various  ways. 

Kenneth  Sundberg 
Captain 

AUXILIARY  FIRE  DEPARTMENT 

This  department,  manned  by  eleven  volun- 
teer personnel,  is  on  call  as  an  integral  part 
of  the  Acton  Fire  Department  and  other  agen- 
cies  for  service  during  an  emergency. 

During  the  past  twelve  months,  we  have  re- 
sponded to  eighty-seven  calls,  requiring  841 
man  hours,  to  assist  at  fires  in  Acton  and 
surrounding     towns,     pumping     flooded  cellars, 


rescue  operations  and  other  services.  The  two 
pieces  of  apparatus  which  we  utilize  are  a 
1980  Chevrolet  light  duty  rescue  truck 
equipped  with  ropes,  shovels,  saws,  pumps, 
hand  tools,  electric  generator  and  lighting 
plant,  and  one  of  the  few  mobile  cascade  air 
systems,  in  a  wide  area,  which  is  used  for 
filling  self-contained  breathing  equipment. 
Also  a  small  four  wheel  drive  brush  fire  truck 
built  one  year  ago  by  this  department.  This 
vehicle,  a  1967  1-1/4  Jeep  is  outfitted  with  a 
300  gpm  pump,  250  gal  water  tank,  hose  and 
hand  tools. 

Dean  Melanson,  our  training  officer  con- 
ducted 19  drills  in  which  511  man  hours  were 
spent  training.  Our  drills  covered  many  as- 
pects of  firefighting  as  well  as  fire  depart- 
ment procedures  such  as  fire  attack  and  evalu- 
ation, protective  breathing,  search  and  res- 
cue, chemistry  of  fire,  flammable  liquids, 
building  construction,  hydraulics,  repeling, 
apparatus  familiarization  with  the  ambulance, 
ladder,  and  engines,  and  other  areas.  Train- 
ing also  included  the  firefighters  course 
given  at  the  State  C.D.  Headquarters  in  Tops- 
field  at  which  216  man  hours  were  spent. 

The  members  of  the  Auxiliary  started  reno- 
vations to  the  Civil  Defense  building  which 
are  nearly  completed,  including,  painting 
exterior,  new  sheet  rock,  and  interior  paint 
for  apparatus  floor. 

The  Acton  Auxiliary  firefighters  want  to 
thank  our  advisors,  Fire  Chief  MacGregor  and 
all  the  town  officals  who  have  given  so  much 
of  themselves  to  help  us.  We  also  thank  the 
Lions  Club  for  its  generosity,  and  special 
thanks  to  the  citizens  of  Acton  for  the  new 
C.D.  Resuce  truck  and  the  opportunity  to  serve 
this  great  town. 

SEARCH  AND  RESCUE  EXPLORER  POST  #7 

Explorer  Post  7,  a  Civil  Defense  Unit, 
brought  many  activities  and  projects  to  the 
outstanding  year  of  1980. 

Official  officers  for  the  year  were:  Se th 
Campbell,  President;  Anne  Ellis,  first  vice 
president;  Jill  Macaulay,  second  vice  presi- 
dent; Maribeth  March,  Secretary;  Jeanne 
Gauthier,  Treasurer;  Ellin  March,  First  aid 
quartermaster;  Polly  Bursaw,  Equipment  and 
food  quartermaster. 

Our  Town  of  Acton  service  project  started 
with  the  winter  arrival  of  snow  and  ice.  We 
shoveled  out  thirty-two  of  the  "gray-power" 
members  and  enjoyed  their  homemade  cookies 
very  much.  We  passed  our  First  Aid  course  in 
January  given  by  Mrs.  Ellen  Lambert.  Her 
training  paid  off  for  the  Boy  Scout  Council 
Freeze-out  and  Harvard  Sportsmen  Club  where  we 
had  275  scouts.  Lots  of  cold  feet  and  fingers 
and  only  one  with  frostbite! 

June  brought  the  Lions  Town  Fair  where  we 
did  first  aid,  sold  balloons,  watermelon  and 
corn-on-the-cob  to  earn  money  for  our  treasur- 
ery . 

Fireworks  in  the  sky  and  Post  7  on  duty  at 
the  Acton  4th  of  July  celebration.  In  August, 
we  helped  with  the  A-B  Jamooree  doing  first 
aid  an  selling  snow  cones  and  ice  cream. 

September    brought    new   officers    and    a  new 
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scouting  and  service  year.  As  of  now  all 
twenty-six  members  have  completed  the  standard 
first  aid  course,  CPR,  officers  training, 
first  responders  training  at  Topsfield,  emer- 
gency childbirth,  drug  abuse,  and  National 
Disaster  Control  as  well  as  lots  of  search  and 
rescue  training  which  is  combined  in  almost 
all  our  training  courses. 

Explorer  Post  7  is  sponsored  by  the  Lions 
Club  of  Acton  and  is  self-supported  through 
fund  raising  activities.     We  are  a  division  of 


the  Boy  Scouts  of  America.  Members  of  our 
group  are  Junior  Members  of  REACT  #30001 
(Radio  Emergency  Associated  Citizens  Team). 

At  this  time  we,  the  members  of  Explorer 
Post  7  Acton,  would  like  to  thank  Mr.  Donald 
Macaulay  and  Mrs.  Connie  Ingram  for  the  time 
and  effort  they  devoted  to  make  our  post  a 
great  success. 

Joyce  Campbell 
Secretary 


Insect  Pest 

The  legislation  under  which  the  Insect 
Pest  Control  Department  operates  is  found  in 
Mass.  General  Laws  Chap.  132.  This  chapter 
contains  provision  that  allow  the  Superintend- 
ent to: 

1.  Remove    any    trees    on    public    ways  infected 
with  Dutch  Elm  disease. 

2.  Remove    any    trees    on    public    property  in- 
fected with  White  Pine  Blister  Rust. 

3.  Supress,  if  necessary,  any  of  the  follow- 
ing, which  are  considered  nuisances: 
Gypsy  and  Brown  Tail  Moths,  Tent  Cater- 
pillars, Cankerworms,  Oriental  Hag  Moths, 
Fall  Webworm,  Japanese  Beetle,  Saddled 
Prominent,  Pine  Looper,  Elm  Leaf  Beetles, 
diseases  and  leaf-eating  insects  which 
damage  shade  trees,  Dutch  Elm  Disease  and 
the  insects  that  spread  such  disease, 
Woodticks,  and  Poison  Ivy  growing  within 
100  feet  on  a  public  way. 

4.  Enter    upon    private    land    to    establish  the 
extent  and  nature  of  insect  infestations. 

5.  Remove     trees     located    on    public  property 
killed  by  defoliating  insects. 
1980    saw    the    most    serious    infestation  of 

Gypsy  Moth  in  Acton  since  the  late  1950's. 
These  insects  seriously  defoliated  3000  acres 
of  woodlands.  Eventually  the  Gypsy  Moth  will 
decline     naturally     but     repeated  defoliation 
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will  weaken  many  trees  and  probably  kill  many 
street  trees  that  are  already  stressed  by 
pavement,  grade  changes,  chemical  injury,  and 
old  age. 

An  appropriation  article  to  allow  for  spraying 
certain  street  trees  to  protect  them  from  fur- 
ther defoliation  was  sponspored  by  the  Depart- 
ment of  Insect  Control.  This  article  was  ex- 
tensively debated  and  eventually  defeated  at  a 
special  Town  Meeting  in  November. 

The  majority  of  trees  located  around  homes 
will  probably  survive  Gypsy  Moth  defoliation, 
but  homeowners  would  be  well  advised  to  spray 
and  fertilize  valuable  specimen  trees. 

Dutch  Elm  Disease  declined  in  1980,  but  a 
number  of  larger  street  trees  did  die  from 
this  fungus  infection,  as  there  is  no  cure  for 
this  disease. 

A  large  amount  of  Poison  Ivy  growing  along 
the  street  was  sprayed  with  Amino  Triazole. 
This  spraying  was  done  with  a  backpack  sprayer 
operated  by  a  certified  pesticide  applicator. 
The  use  of  a  backpack  sprayer  allows  pinpoint 
accuracy  of  pesticide  placement. 

The  Superintendent  of  Insect  Pest  Control 
attended  several  pesticide  training  sessions 
and  Gypsy  Moth  control  conferences. 

Dean  A.  Charter 
Superintendent 


Sealer  Of 
Weights  And  Measures 

During  the  year  1980,  the  Department  of 
Weights  and  Measures  tested  and/or  sealed  201 
measuring  devices  at  40  different  business 
locations  in  the  Town  of  Acton 

Of  this  sum,  161  devices  were  scales  and 
40  were  gasoline  and  diesel  pumps. 

Also  in  1980,  there  were  two  firewood 
sales  disputes.  These  disputes  were  settled 
after  the  new  and  proper  firewood  law's 
terminology  was  explained  to  both  seller  and 
buyer. 

Dana  Carl  Flint, 

Sealer  of  Weights  and  Measures 


Dog  Officer 

My  records  indicate  that  1220  single  li- 
censes and  19  kennel  licenses  were  issued  this 
year.  1406  notices  were  mailed  to  residents 
and  some  phone  calls  made.  Some  did  license 
their  dogs  after  this  reminder. 

92  unidentifiable  dogs  were  picked  up,  of 
which  32  were  subsequently  claimed  by  their 
owners,   14  placed  in  homes,  and  46  destroyed. 

205  dogs  were  reported  lost  this  year, 
most  were  located  and  returned  to  their  owners. 

Investigated  3  separate  instances  where 
animals  were  killed  or  mutilated  by  unknown 
dogs.  In  all  cases  reparation  was  made  by  the 
County . 

Investigated  30  complaints,  which  included 
barking,    trespassing,    chasing    cars,  bicycles, 


and  joggers,  and  congregating  at  bus  stops, 
schools  and  playgrounds.  Many  of  these  com- 
plaints turned  out  to  be  neighborhood  feuds 
and  were  settled  amicably.  In  a  few  cases, 
incorrigible  dogs  were  removed  or  ordered  to 
be  restrained  permanently. 

Patrick  Palmer 
Dog  Officer 


Animal  Inspector 

My  records  indicate  that  18  premises  were 
inspected  this  year,  which  contained: 

2  Beef  Herds,  1  cow  age  two  and  over,  21 
heifers  one  to  two 


1  large  poultry  flock 

6  goats 

8  sheep 
13  swine 
45  horses 

8  ponies 

We  had  13  dog  bites  reported  in  Town  this 
year.  Twelve  of  the  dogs  were  identified  and 
quarantined  for  the  required  10  day  period. 
The  thirteenth  dog  was  found  on  Route  2  by  the 
State  Police  after  it  had  been  killed  by  a 
car.  The  dog  was  identified  by  the  person 
bitten  and  by  a  witness  to  the  bite.  The  head 
of  the  animal  was  taken  to  the  State  Labora- 
tories for  testing  and  found  to  be  free  of 
Rabies . 

Patrick  Palmer 
Animal  Inspector 
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Office  of  the  Town  Clerk 


Report  Of  Town  Clerk 


Births  recorded  186 

Deaths  recorded  103 

Marriages  recorded.  ...  155 

IMPORTANT  REQUEST 

Please  notify  the  Town  Clerk  immediately  of  any  error  or  omission  in  the  following  list  of  Births 


Errors  can  be  corrected  only  by  sworn  affidavit,  as  prescribed  in  the  General  Laws,  and  may  cause 
you  inconvenience  which  can  be  avoided  by  prompt  attention. 


BIRTHS  REGISTERED 

IN  1980 

Date 

Place 

Name  of  Child 

Names  of  Parents 

Jan . 

1 

Concord 

Van  Wie,  Julie  Ann 

Robert  William  and  Joanne  Marie  Saia 

Tan 

Jo  M  . 

7 

Concord 

Pope,  Nicholas  Aaron 

Warren  Frederick  and  Jeanette  Ruth  Savage 

.1  An 

7 

Waltham 

Acconcia,  Jaclyn  Anne 

Thomas  Henry  and  Pauline  Anne  Mi  lien 

Jan . 

8 

Concord 

Hutchins,  Glenn  Michael,  Jr. 

Glenn  Michael  and  Debra  May  Swanson 

Jan . 

14 

Concord 

Jackson,  Rebecca  Lee 

Steven  Monroe  and  Regina  Rose  Drew 

.1  ^  n 
Jail. 

Id 

Concord 

Esselen,  Katharine  McKinley 

Gustavus  John  and  Catherine  Mary  Morgan 

Jan . 

15 

Concord 

Wurster,  Christopher  Thomas 

Michael  Eric  and  Martha  Estelle  Robinson 

Jan . 

17 

Concord 

Vanuga,  Aaron  Benjamin 

Allan  Charles  and  Sandra  Jean  Coloney 

Jan. 

20 

Concord 

Fetterman,  Lindsay  Erin 

R.  Richard  and  Bonnie  Jean  Coppejans 

Jan. 

20 

Concord 

Leone,  Nicole  Katherine 

Robert  Francis  and  Gisele  Lea  Girard 

Jan. 

21 

Boston 

Gabriel,  Greg  Panos 

Demetris  and  Lucille  Samaras 

Jan . 

26 

Concord 

Roach,  Brendan  Philip 

Gregory  Vincent  and  Annelyse  Kathryn  Teeven 

Jan . 

30 

loul or a 

jami  i  iu,  oonatnan  cuwin 

i nomas  dUicpn  anu  onaron  louisc  oriner 

.1 A  n 

?i 

Concord 

Finneran,  Brian  Joseph  Patrick, Jr. 

Brian  Joseph  and  Eileen  Marie  Gallagher 

Fph 

i 

i 

Boston 

Mi  1 ler,  Li ly  El izabeth 

Alfred  F.  and  Nancy  Singer 

Fp* 
rcb. 

A 

Concord 

Hodge,  James  Joseph 

John  William  and  Judith  Ellen  Bush 

Fph 

C 

Concord 

Campbell,  Carolyn  Anne 

Steven  Douglas  and  Wendy  Marie  Higgins 

Fph 

D 

Boston 

Blaisdell,  Kimberly  Ann 

David  Myron  and  Joyce  Ellen  Sweeney 

rcU. 

O 

O 

Concord 

Prentiss,  Kristina  Leigh 

Brian  Allan  ana  Debra  Ann  Cournoyer 

Fph 

1  I 
1  I 

Concord 

Han,  Michael  Chang-Hsien 

Victor  Chung-Chih  and  Nancy  Guey-Yin  Leu 

Fph 

1  1 
1  1 

Stoneham 

Khasem,  Mohammed  Khalid 

Khalid  Mohammed-Ali  and  Jamelah  Abdu  Nassar 

Feb. 

l? 

Concord 

Wei  Ions,  Andrew  David 

David  Hardy  and  Ann  Williams  Phillips 

Fph 

1  Q 

Concord 

Lowe,  Apri 1  Lynn 

Brian  Harry  and  Deborah  Ann  Napolitano 

f-eb. 

on 
c\j 

Concord 

Sullivan,  Kevin  Patrick 

Gerard  Joseph  and  Martha  Elizabeth  Jennings 

re.i . 

o  r\ 
£U 

Boston 

Parnell,  Sara  Megan 

Lawrence  John  and  Janice  Aline  Gorbach 

Feb. 

22 

Concord 

Onorato,  Robert  Michael 

Michael  Francis  and  Jean  Alice  Jackman 

r  eb . 

28 

Concord 

McCarthy,  Molly  Ann 

Eugene  William  and  Paula  Veronica  Fitzpatrick 

reb. 

29 

Concord 

Lombardo,  Christina  Anne 

David  Michele  and  Alice  Anita  Clough 

Mar. 

3 

Concord 

Parenteau,  Jon  Eric 

Alan  Robert  and  Mary-Lynn  Cosgrove 

Mar . 

4 

Concord 

Beekmans,  Juliana  Nicole 

Joachim  Theodorus  and  Leslie  Ann  Gray 

Mar . 

4 

Concord 

Brown,  Kimberly  Ann 

David  John  and  Marjorie  Louise  Dingee 

Mar. 

6 

Concord 

Tomelli,  Carla  Eileen 

Charles  William  and  Paula  Eileen  Forsyte 

d)  . 

6 

Concord 

James,  Daniel  Robert 

William  Norman  and  Judith  Carol  Gardner 

ar . 

10 

Acton 

Blau-Shane,  Michael  Aaron 

John  Lawrence  and  Susan  Roberta  Blau 

Mar. 

12 

Concord 

Ryan,  Shannon  Rose 

William  L.  and  Christine  Marie  McLaughlin 

M 

12 

Concord 

Merrill,  Ernest  Oscar,  III 

Ernest  Oscar  and  Barbara  Jean  Flannery 

r 

15 

Boston 

McCrea,  Heather  Jane 

James  Craig  and  Miriam  Jane  Holmgren 

•■  . 

17 

Concord 

Steeves,  Adam  Hawthorne 

Richard  Hawthorne  and  Kathleen  Ann  Kaegebein 

te'.  . 

17 

Concord 

Guzzo,  Elizabeth  Sargeant 

Michael  Anthony  and  Louise  Twining  Sargeant 

17 

Framingham 

Cullen,  Kathleen  Erin 

John  Arthur  and  Linda  Marie  Murphy 

Mar. 

20 

Cambridge 

Green,  Carolyn  Ann 

Paul  Christopher  and  Susan  Brazao 

Mar . 

20 

Concord 

Centauro,  Joseph  Anthony 

Joseph  Carmen  Paul  and  Angelina  S.  Borelli 

ar . 

20 

Concord 

Farrill,  Dana  Brandon 

Jackson  James  and  Pamela  Burt 

Mar. 

21 

Concord 

Nichols,  Ryan  Glen 

Glen  Lawrence  and  Jennifer  Brooke  Finley 

Mar. 

22 

Boston 

Stanton,  Ryan  Patrick 

Christopher  John  and  Lynn  Anne  Riley 

Mar. 

22 

Concord 

Graves,  Kathryn  Leigh 

James  Robert  and  Marilyn  Joyce  McNaughton 

Mar. 

23 

Lowel 1 

Malaquias,  Jay  Charles 

Charles  Joseph  and  Diane  Priscilla  Beaucheane' 

Mar. 

26 

Concord 

Beals,  Aaron  Charles 

George  Stevens  and  Linda  Marie  Pilla 

Apr. 

2 

Concord 

Thai,  Thien  Kim 

An  Ngoc  and  Gam  Thi  Nguyen 

Apr. 

4 

Concord 

Perryman,  Timothy  Christian 

Dennis  Stanley  and  Erlinda  Lou  Sterz 

4  c 


Apr. 

5 

Concord 

Lakin,  Melissa  Anne 

John  Richard  and  Linnea  Gale  Maurer 

Apr. 

6 

Concord 

Glidden,  Emily  Jordan 

Jeffrey  DeRonde  and  Janet  Jordan 

Apr. 

7 

Concord 

Manter,  Ian  Russell 

Frank  Duncan  and  Lynda  Cecile  Prairie 

Apr. 

8 

Concord 

Whelihan,  Matthew  Fruge 

John  Naylor  and  Jane  Fruge 

Apr. 

10 

Concord 

Irwin,  Kimberley  Beth 

Robert  John  and  Patricia  Mary  Rounds 

Apr. 

15 

Concord 

Romano,  Matthew  James 

Ronald  Peter  and  Dianne  Marie  Balicki 

Apr. 

19 

Concord 

Scott,  Laura  Beth 

James  Mercer  and  Susan  Bubbers 

Apr. 

20 

Concord 

Crowley,  Adam  Charles 

Thomas  Francis  and  Joan  Alma  Boyer 

Apr . 

22 

Concord 

Longcope,  Timothy  James 

James  Craig  and  Mary  Louise  Klett 

Apr. 

23 

Concord 

Lynch,  Kathleen  Megan 

John  Joseph  and  Mary  Louise  O'Brien 

May 

1 

Concord 

Cusick,  Colleen  Marie 

John  Joseph  and  Jennifer  Theresa  Kelly 

May 

4 

Newton 

Benz,  James  Randolph 

Charles  Randolph  and  Susan  Anne  Blair 

May 

8 

Boston 

Stuntz,  Grayson  Michael 

Stephen  Conrad  and  Frances  Lees  Newton 

May 

11 

Concord 

Shaw,  Susan  Elizabeth 

Warren  Arthur  and  Karen  Sue  Kittredge 

May 

12 

Boston 

Messina,  Brandon  Lawn 

Paul  Francis  and  Joanne  Beth  Lawn 

May 

12 

Concord 

Vanderhoof,  Lisa  Donna 

Robert  Alan  and  Donna  Marian  Grotheer 

May 

13 

Concord 

Paradies,  Jeremy  Richard  James 

Richard  Anthony  and  Karen  Beverly  Anthony 

May 

13 

Natick 

Forti,  Kevin  James 

James  Kevin  and  Cynthia  Louise  Holman 

May 

15 

Concord 

Farr,  Christopher  Roy 

Michael  Frederick  and  Charlotte  Stanford  Bell 

May 

15 

Concord 

Ashline,  Kimberly  Dawn 

Robert  Leo  and  Marlene  Ann  Nelson 

May 

16 

Concord 

Mink,  Abigail  Harrison 

Harry  Albert  and  Molly  Jean  Probst 

May 

19 

Boston 

Rosenbaum,  Rebecca  Cara 

Robert  Henry  and  Cheryl  Ann  Steinberg 

May 

20 

Concord 

Finney,  Heather  Elizabeth 

Roy  Alan  and  Susan  Lesley  Henri 

May 

22 

Concord 

Sifleet,  Samantha  Drumm 

William  Lund  and  Jean  Drumm 

May 

25 

Boston 

Benway,  Eric  Alexander 

Robert  Joseph  and  Marianne  Goodman 

May 

25 

Concord 

Warner,  Elizabeth  Allen 

Allen  Bruce  and  Nancy  Louise  Demartini 

May 

26 

Concord 

Buscemi,  Lisa  Ann 

Joseph  David  and  Christine  Ann  Peschke 

May 

28 

Concord 

Allard,  Claire  Marie 

Henry  Sanford  and  Maryanne  Frances  Brienzo 

May 

30 

Concord 

Doherty,  Michael  Richard 

Richard  Arnold  and  Constance  Jean  Crittenden 

Mav 

30 

Conr  ord 

Boivin    1  i<;a  1  vnn 

1  -  KJ  1  V   1  1  1  j  l_Jrll!l 

Wilfred  Alex  and  1  inda  Pearl  Norman 

Ml     1  1    1    V.u       n   1  V."       UI  IU       L    1  1  1  U  U       1     V,  U  1      1        1  V  \_S  1    1 1 1  U  1  1 

May 

30 

Boston 

Brooks,  Adam  Richard 

Samuel  Sumner  and  Linda  Helene  Feig 

June 

2 

Concord 

Lucas,  Emma  Rosemary 

James  Rowan  and  Joy  Eileen  Graham 

June 

4 

Concord 

Gianiny,  Beth  Marie 

Fred  Williams  and  Joann  Martin 

June 

11 

Concord 

Berke,  Anna  F. 

Jerry  Howard  and  Rosalie  Susan  DeQuattro 

June 

13 

Concord 

Thibodeau,  Dana  Richard 

Claude  Ronald  and  Pamela  Jo  Fereshetian 

June 

19 

Concord 

Hewitt,  Robert  James 

Bert  Samuel  and  Patricia  Ann  Heal 

June 

20 

Concord 

Butcher,  Katherine  Elaine 

William  Charles  and  Gale  Elaine  Griese 

June 

22 

Framingham 

Reno,  Marie  Anne 

William  David  and  Imelda  Theresa  Polentz 

June 

23 

Concord 

Novick,  Rachel  Marian 

Leonard  Robert  and  Phyllis  Ellen  Arnold 

June 

23 

Concord 

White    Daniel  C raia 

nil  i  v  t  j     i/ui  i  i  u  i     v<  i  u  i  y 

William  Train  and  Dnrnthv  MrPlintnrk 

n  1    1    1    1  dill     U  1    Q  1  U     O  [  IU      UUI  U  U  1  1  Y     lll*l_fl    1  1  I  L  KJ  F\ 

June 

30 

Concord 

Parrel  1  a,  Emi ly  Ann 

Vincent  and  Mary  Ellen  Kearney 

July 

10 

Concord 

Torre,  Paul  Augustin 

Matthew  Joseph  and  Mildred  Emma  Caswell 

July 

11 

Concord 

Rei 1 ly,  Lauren  Marie 

Joseph  Aloysius  and  Judith  Marie  Ardizzoni 

July 

13 

Boston 

Mata  Roach,  Chandra  Mariea 

Patrick  Phillip  and  Ramona  Mariea  Mata 

July 

22 

Boston 

Sarno,  Jonathan  Kelly 

Arthur  Gerald  and  Dorothy  Helen  Kelly 

July 

25 

Concord 

Blanco,  Mario  Andres 

Mario  Alberto  and  Linda  Ann  Clark 

July 

28 

Concord 

Kane,  Jill  Marion 

Thomas  Jeffrey  and  Nancy  Jean  Richardson 

July 

29 

Acton 

Anderson,  Sarah  Elizabeth 

Warren  D.  and  Pamela  Mary  Adamson 

July 

31 

Concord 

Wissner,  Melissa  Beth 

Andrew  Frank  and  Maria  Estrella  Queipo 

.In!  v 

31 

Ronton 

Mnrn^n     Rrian  C arl 

Richard  Knpalp  and  Kri^tina  Grace  Mante 

1  \    1  \_  1  1  ti  ■    vJ       l\H^  U   IV-       UI  IU       l\l      1    J  1    1  M  u       UI     ULL       '   1  H  1  1  V-  «_ 

July 

31 

Boston 

Barry,  Colin  Michael 

John  Edward  and  Kathleen  Swink 

Aug. 

1 

Concord 

Melon,  Sofia  Farley 

Francisco  and  Linda  Suzanne  Bursaw 

Aug. 

1 

Concord 

Porter,  Elizabeth  Ann 

William  Ernest  and  Diane  Heath  Cousins 

Aug. 

4 

Concord 

Goldstein,  Emily  Lauren 

Bernard  Frederick  and  Doris  Rosenkopf 

Aug. 

7 

Cambridge 

Bowes,  Jessica  Elizabeth 

Leo  Jerome  and  Judi  Emelie  Nigg 

Aug. 

8 

Acton 

Brake,  Patrick  Lee 

Norman  Edward  and  Joan  Elizabeth  Siegrist 

Aug. 

10 

Concord 

Koven,  Benjamin  Aaron 

Gary  Marsh  and  Michelle  Kay  Nadlman 

Aug. 

12 

Concord 

Foster,  Jason  Rives 

Arthur  Rives  and  Jung  Soon  An 

Aug. 

14 

Worcester 

Bergeron,  Catherine  Ida 

Charles  Francis  and  Nicole  Ida  Latulippe 

Aug. 

16 

Concord 

Coyne,  Lisa  Janine 

Daniel  Francis  and  Mary  Ann  Elizabeth  Moriaty 

Aug. 

16 

Concord 

0'Toole,  Caitlin  Locke 

Richard  Kinsley  and  Christine  Cay  Locke 

Aug. 

21 

Concord 

Nichols,  Lawrence  Everett  Robert 

Lawrence  Sherman  and  Pamela  Anne  Hudson 

Aug. 

23 

Worcester 

Hort,  Nicholas  Clark 

Stephen  John  and  Sandra  Cheryl  Folschild 

Aug. 

24 

Concord 

Nordstrom,  Erik  Michael 

Carl  Harold  and  Melissa  Marie  Lyttle 

Aug. 

24 

Concord 

Taranto,  Richard  Steven,  III 

Richard  Steven  and  Jacqueline  Liddell  Sheehan 

Aug. 

26 

Concord 

Haigh,  Theresa  Lee 

Robert  George  and  Cecilia  Lee  McPhee 

Aug. 

26 

Concord 

Hollister,  Grace  Chapman 

Kevin  James  and  Jennie  Sue  Kroll 
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Aug . 

0  Q 

concoru 

DarKbudlc,    UcbblLa  WalKcr 

Aug . 

O  A 

2y 

Concord 

Papakonstant i nou,  Eirine 

Aug. 

29 

Concord 

Thomas,  Amelia  Hilary 

Aug. 

31 

Boston 

Adams,  Trevor  Geoffrey 

Sep . 

0 

Concord 

i orn s l ruin ,  isciiy  orin 

Sep . 

d. 

Concord 

Law,  Koay  jonn  nuTTman 

Sep . 

i 

Concord 

Shuttle,  Jason  Christopher 

Sep. 

b 

Concord 

Macadie,  Sean  Christopher 

Sep. 

9 

Concord 

Poulin,  Seth  Francis 

Sep . 

1  A 
IU 

Concord 

Scacciotti,  Jessica  Marie 

Sep . 

1  A 

IU 

Concord 

Larsen,  Hillary  Ann 

Sep . 

1  "I 

1  1 

Concord 

Young,  Rachael  Kathleen 

Sep . 

1  £ 

Concord 

Horowitz,  James 

Sep . 

1 4 

Boston 

Reed,  John  Thomas 

Sep . 

lb 

Cambr i  dge 

Fiorentino,  Michael  Francis 

Sep. 

21 

Concord 

Morse,  Daniel  Joseph,  II 

Sep. 

29 

Newton 

Davis,  Benjamin  Joshua 

UC  L  . 

UUI1LU1  U 

UUIItrb,    n  lybad   liar  It: 

uct . 

r 

0 

Concord 

Peterson,  Kristopher  Hugo 

a.~  f 
UC  t . 

0 

0 

Concord 

Groener,  Edgar  John,  III 

Art- 

UC  L  . 

Q 
O 

toncoro 

A/^+.ti/-\fc«r\Q        Phyicinnhov*  Allan 

botnorpe,  cnrisLupner  mi len 

UC  t. 

Q 
O 

Wi  nchester 

Feeney,  Kimberly  Marie 

("1  „  A. 

uct. 

y 

Concord 

Hall,  Jessica  Lynn 

r~\  ~  4. 

uct. 

y 

Concord 

Michaud,  Justin  David 

f\r~  4- 
UCt  . 

1  A 
IU 

Boston 

Hittner,  Lauren  Alyssa 

A«-  4- 

uct . 

1  1 

Concord 

Foster,  Geoffrey  Michael 

a«-  4- 

uct . 

lb 

Boston 

Behr,  Frederic  Howell,  Jr. 

uct . 

OA 

2U 

Concord 

Wilson,  Ryan  Keife 

r\  4. 

uct . 

OA 
2U 

Concord 

Budiansky,  Leah  Joelle 

uct . 

O  A 
2U 

Bo  ston 

Palmaccio,  Stephen  Leo 

C\r-  4- 
UCT.  . 

9  1 

Lowe  1 1 

Da  i/o  a  1  /I  (*          \  k  i  va  ci  Aon 

Keynoius,  onaron  Mnn 

UCT. . 

0  1 

Cambr i dge 

Janeway,  Jennifer  Bacon 

A/-  4- 

UCt . 

0  1 

Concord 

Dupre,  Paul-Jacques 

A/-  4- 

uct . 

OO 

Concord 

Halpert,  Jonathan  Eugene 

Ar  4- 

uct . 

00 

Concord 

DiDuca,  Amanda  Jean 

fir  4- 

uct . 

oyi 
Z4 

Boston 

Peterson,  Nora  Angus 

uct . 

to 

Wi  nchester 

Lang,  Mark  Charles 

Oct. 

28 

Concord 

Buckley,  Beth  Ann 

Oct. 

30 

Concord 

DiCicco,  Ryan  Peter 

Nov . 

/ 

Concord 

Naimey,  Yvonne  Marie 

Nov . 

/ 

Concord 

O'Connor,  Justin  Martin 

Nov . 

y 

Concord 

Moore,  Danielle  Jean 

Nov . 

1 4 

Concord 

Aviles,  Marie  Michelle 

Nov . 

lb 

Concord 

Dodd,  Brian  Lawson 

Nov . 

1  / 

Concord 

Cole,  Shannon  Lee 

Nov . 

1  / 

Concord 

Hotaling,  Melissa  Jeanne 

Nov. 

0  c 

2b 

Concord 

Moriner,  John  Louis 

Nov. 

25 

Concord 

Lucas,  Sarah  Elizabeth 

Nov. 

28 

Concord 

Coyne,  Serena  Ann 

nor- 

0 
0 

concoro. 

raiLon,  Amanda  iNicoie 

Dec . 

i 

Concord 

1      i    r~,  L-,  -t-               |Ul1,,        C  4-  O-Irt^,— 

Light,  Holly  St.  Pierre 

uec . 

A 

4 

Concord 

Freese,  Shannon  Lauren 

Dec . 

b 

Concord 

Kenah,  Timothy  McPhee 

uec . 

b 

1    j-i  r\  f  e\  f\ 

Loncora 

naya  i  i ,  nnne  Lauren 

uec . 

0 
0 

Concord 

Sullivan,  Sarah  Maureen 

Dec . 

y 

Concord 

French,  Erin  Elizabeth 

Dec . 

1  A 

IU 

Concord 

Pavlock,  Gregory  Scott 

Dec . 

1  1 

Concord 

Martin,  Abageal  Griffen 

Dec . 

1  7 
1  / 

Concord 

Papadopoulos,  Daphne  Athena 

Dec . 

1  O 

lo 

Concord 

Moore,  Heather  Brown 

Dec . 

lis 

Concord 

LeBlanc,  Evan  Dawn 

Uec . 

20 

Concord 

Greeno,  Jennifer  Kelleigh 

Dec . 

22 

Newton 

Brusie,  David  Charles 

Dec . 

0  0 
Li 

Concord 

Walsh,  Erin  Kathleen 

Uec . 

25 

Concord 

Posmoga,  Michael  David 

uec . 

0  c 
do 

Wi  nchester 

Gorski,  Stanley  Martin,  Jr. 

Uct-. 

97 

trCUiHJi  i  uyc 

iiurribUM,   DriLLaiiy  huc  i  ic 

Dec. 

29 

Concord 

Gossett,  Kel ly  Marie 

James  Finlay  and  Patricia  Jane  Thompson 
George  and  Eleni  Kolokotroni 
Daniel  Raymond  and  Joanne  Paulette  Tompkins 
Geoffrey  Clarkson  and  Kathy  Anne  Kowal 

Eric  and  Barbara  Ann  Bess 

John  Hoffman  and  Julie  Lucille  Nichols 

Jay  C.  and  Pamela  Susan  Turner 

John  Geoffrey  and  Kathleen  Ann  Foley 

Lawrence  Stephen  and  Beth  Ann  Wakeman 

Vincent  and  Wilma  Amparo  Munoz 

Paul  Michael  and  Elizabeth  Ann  Glogowski 

Daniel  Merritt  and  Dianne  Kay  Rosenberger 

Charles  James  and  Marie  Margaret  Murphy 

Jack  Chandler  and  Maryellyn  Gallagher 

Frank  J.  and  Maureen  Devlin 

Daniel  Joseph  and  Beverly  Ann  Flannery 

James  Frederick  and  Florence  Carol  Radcliffe 

Peter  Stewart  and  Terry  Lynn  Gorman 
James  Mark  and  Jean  Elizabeth  Seikel 
Edgar  John  and  Jill  Chamberlain 
William  Geoffrey  and  Mary  Jo  Allen 
James  Henry  and  Susan  Marie  Buentello 
Gerald  Ernest  and  Anne  Marie  Blanchard 
David  Raymond  and  Mary  Babineau 
Arthur  Douglas  and  Margaret  Ann  Tepper 
Verne  Gary  and  Phyllis  Susan  McCrary 
Frederic  Howell  and  Nancy  Ellen  Nitzman 
Robert  George  and  Sherrin  Ann  Sorrel  1 
Gary  Phillip  and  Judy  Traugot 
Raymond  John  and  Leona  Eugenie  Maraget 
Jeffrey  Paul  and  Frances  Ann  Woods 
John  Rodman  and  Deborah  Jane  Bacon 
Paul  Await  and  Shirley  Rae  Hills 
Harris  and  Elizabeth  Jeanne  Slotta 
Vincent  Salvatore  and  Debra  Lorene  Jackson 
Paul  Thayne  and  Kate  Elizabeth  Angus 
Stephen  Charles  and  Janet  Louise  Maggiore 
Donald  Alan  and  Maureen  Nolin 
Peter  Stephen  and  Monica  Marie  Krysiak 

Peter  and  Linda  Rae  Garrett 

Leo  Shannon  and  Theresa  Anne  Martin 

Darnell  James  and  Jean  Michele  Nadeau 

Jaime  and  Anna  Belsie  Baez 

Mark  Davisson  and  Beth  Ann  Lawson 

Charles  Christopher  and  Susan  P.  Kennel  1 

Richard  Stuart  and  April  Gertrude  Howell 

Robert  Henry  and  Mary  Jane  Gouveia 

John  Joseph  and  Eleanor  Marie  Cantwell 

Michael  Anthony  and  Ann  Carmel  Ramberg 

Doyle  Wayne  and  Karen  Ruth  English 
Peter  McClure  and  Donna  Elizabeth  Mulherin 
David  Bailey  and  Virginia  Louise  Stange 
Lawrence  Joseph  and  Marcia  Jeanne  McPhee 
David  Allen  and  Marie  Jacqueline  Loughman 
Richard  Charles  and  Pamela  Travis 
Darrell  Jeffery  and  Debra  Marie  Carew 
Dennis  Francis  and  Sherill  Lynn  Elmer 
Chauncey  John  and  Elaine  Marie  Cronin 
Constantine  and  Efimia  Io  Pavloudis 
Bruce  Russell  and  Pamela  Brown 
Charles  Arthur  and  Patricia  Lee  Helliesen 
Kenneth  Walter  and  Suzanne  Jennifer  Seifert 
Charles  Elwood  and  Maureen  E.  McPartland 
Richard  David  and  Jean  Marie  Oliva 
David  Steven  and  Cynthia  Jean  Otis 
Stanley  Martin  and  Brenda  Jean  Reneka 
Donald  Edward  and  Nancy  Gail  Morrison 
Robert  Louis  and  Colleen  Marie  Casey 


48 


Elections 


Record  of  Presidential  Primary  March  4,  1980 


The  Vote  of  the 

Democrat 

ic  Party 

• 

Pet .  1 

Pet.  2 

Pet.  3 

Pet. 4 

Pet.  5 

Pet. 6 

Total 

Whole  Number  of  Ballots  Cast 

388 

399 

401 

407 

389 

352 

2336 

Presidential  Preference 

Jimmy  Carter 

163 

187 

152 

157 

157 

134 

950 

Edmund  G.  Brown,  Jr. 

16 

15 

12 

9 

37 

12 

101 

Edward  M.  Kennedy 

195 

180 

218 

211 

183 

191 

1178 

John  Connolly 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

George  J •  Bush 

0 

1 

1 

1 

0 

0 

3 

John  B.  Anderson 

7 

9 

10 

15 

4 

10 

55 

Howard  H.  Baker 

0 

1 

0 

2 

2 

0 

5 

Gerald  Ford 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 

0 

2 

Lyndon  LaRouche 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

Ronald  W.  Reagan 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

No  Preference 

6 

4 

5 

7 

5 

2 

29 

Scattered 

0 

0 

1 

1 

0 

0 

2 

Blanks 

1 

1 

0 

4 

0 

2 

8 

State  Committee  -  Man 

Chester  G.  Atkins 

249 

300 

335 

308 

306 

257 

1755 

Scattered 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

Bl anks 

137 

99 

66 

99 

83 

95 

579 

State  Committee  -  Woman 

Barbara  H.  Rowe 

179 

185 

231 

210 

210 

178 

1193 

Josephine  P.  Plas 

43 

53 

57 

44 

48 

41 

286 

Blanks 

166 

161 

113 

153 

131 

133 

857 

Town  Committee 

William  J.  Gately 

190 

222 

249 

218 

240 

192 

1311 

John  F.  McLaughlin 

187 

216 

264 

223 

231 

197 

1318 

Gregory  V.  Roach 

175 

192 

228 

201 

223 

178 

1197 

Claudia  N.  Everest 

188 

202 

235 

208 

226 

184 

1243 

Elizabeth  A.  Barbadoro 

184 

204 

236 

211 

229 

191 

1255 

Henry  J.  Bullwinkel 

174 

213 

241 

209 

223 

187 

1247 

John  R.  Folsom 

177 

190 

227 

208 

223 

191 

1216 

Thomas  S •  Moroney 

183 

199 

232 

219 

219 

182 

1234 

Mary  E.  Niles 

179 

201 

227 

211 

231 

180 

1229 

Richard  Paul  O'Brien 

189 

203 

252 

217 

235 

193 

1289 

Maureen  R.  Pasik 

178 

194 

240 

204 

224 

183 

1223 

Joseph  R.  Peters 

178 

199 

228 

216 

216 

184 

1221 

Mario  Quadri,  Jr. 

175 

198 

229 

216 

219 

177 

1214 

A.  Craig  Stimmel 

171 

193 

227 

198 

211 

182 

1182 

Judith  Weiner 

181 

197 

233 

207 

230 

181 

1229 

Henry  M.  Young 

184 

197 

234 

213 

224 

193 

1245 

Paul  Welch 

191 

190 

228 

199 

213 

183 

1204 

Henry  J.  Hogan  III 

176 

187 

237 

199 

217 

179 

1195 

Gregory  M.  Jarboe 

173 

213 

253 

210 

224 

180 

1253 

Peter  McConologue 

184 

191 

223 

197 

212 

175 

1182 

Beverly  Lowry 

0 

1 

0 

5 

0 

0 

6 

Scattered 

3 

4 

12 

3 

2 

1 

25 

Blanks 

9960 

9959 

9300  10053 

9143 

8627 

57042 

The  Vote  of  the  Republican  Party 


Whole  Number  of  Ballots  Cast 


422 


539 


486 


489 


491 


320 


2747 


Presidential  Preference 
John  B.  Anderson 
Howard  H.  Baker 
George  H.  Bush 


171  175  165        179  170  129  989 

30  29  32  31  25  17  164 

122  191  157        161  174  95  900 
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Pct.l 

John  B.  Connally  0 

Ronald  W.  Reagan  79 

Robert  J.  Dole  0 

Benjamin  Fernandez  0 

Harold  Stassen  0 

Philip  M.  Crane  5 

Gerald  Ford  9 

Jimmy  Carter  1 

No  Preference  3 

Scattered  0 

Blanks  2 

State  Committee  -  Man 

Eugene  L.  Naegele  55 

Terry  L.  Page  42 

James  H.   Stoessel  181 

Blanks  144 

State  Committee  -  Woman 

Judith  H.   Ide  44 

Patience  H.  MacPherson  274 

Blanks  104 

Town  Committee  -  Group  1 

Herman  Vanderwart  204 

John  H.  Loring  248 

Patience  H.  MacPherson  250 

Tatiana  F.  Loring  219 

Connie  A.  Dearborn  198 

Janice  J.  Stanley  198 

Constance  B.  Weare  198 

Theron  A.  Lowden  201 

Patricia  G.  Bushnell  197 

Beverlie  B.  Tuttle  237 

Karey  D.  Brown  195 

Nancy  B.  Colson  205 

William  C.  Sawyer  211 

Rita  Leys  Dolan  200 

Lois  E.  Doskocil  200 

Dorothy  B.   Stonecliffe  201 

George  0.  Gardner  III  197 

E.  Wilson  Bursaw  224 

Charles  E.  Courtright  199 

Neyda  Diaz  Poole  203 

Charles  A.  Morehouse  199 

Norman  R.  Veenstra  201 

Richard  Phillips  190 

Frederick  H.  Bubier  198 

John  M.  Thorp  193 

William  L.  Kingman  214 

Katherine  F.  Arnold  199 

Clayton  L.  Hagy  199 

Carol  N.  Mahoney  201 

Charles  E.  Orcutt ,  Jr.  211 

Nancy  K.  Gerhardt  207 

Elizabeth  A.  Jackson  195 

Richmond  P.  Miller,  Jr.  196 

Diane  B.  Horan  193 

Paul  H.  Young  213 

Town  Committee  -  Non-Grouped 

Stanley  E.  Bielski  33 

Scattered  0 

Blanks  7543 


Pet. 2 

Pet.  3 

Pet.  4 

Pet. 5 

Pet.  6 

Total 

i 

i 

9A 
Z4 

A 
4 

1 
J 

IO 

J  7 

l  na 

1  09 

7  1 

/  J 

qi 

7  J 

A7 
0  / 

1  9  A 
JZD 

ft 
KJ 

1 

i 

j 

ft 
U 

7 

/ 

I 

n 

n 
u 

n 
u 

9 
Z 

ft 

u 

ft 
u 

ft 

ft 
u 

n 
u 

ft 
U 

Q 

7 

c 

J 

/, 
4 

9 

3 

i 
1 

9  7 

z  / 

1  1 
1  1 

ZU 

1  9 
1  z 

1  A 

A 

7n 
/  u 

ft 

u 

i 

1 

n 
u 

u 

-j 
j 

1 
J 

9 
z 

ft 
u 

l 

n 
u 

Q 

7 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

A 
D 

n 
u 

n 
u 

9 
z 

l  n 

1U 

/  u 

O  J 

7  9 

/  Z 

Ql 

An 

DU 

All 
4  j  j 

17 

A  1 

A  1 
41 

A  A 

9n 
zu 

9/.Q 
Z47 

263 

217 

226 

205 

123 

1215 

14  7 

1  Al 
1 4 1 

l  in 

1  JU 

1  A7 

117 
11/ 

8A8 
040 

An 

A  A 
ID 

JO 

A  1 

A  1 
4J 

9  7  A 
Z  /4 

430 

365 

359 

351 

217 

1996 

aq 

O  7 

7  S 

79 
/  Z 

Q7 

7  / 

An 
ou 

A77 
4  /  / 

11  9 

7  ft  7 
ZO  / 

t  7  J 

9  A8 
Z  Do 

1  con 
1  jZU 

18a 

ISA 

1AQ 

J4  7 

1A8 

1  QQ 

1  7  7 

1  SSA 
lOoD 

171 
J  /  J 

17  7 
j  Z  / 

nn 

JJU 

191 
J  Z  J 

l  on 

1  7U 

1  7Q1 

1  /  7  J 

inA 

7Q1 

98A 

9Q9 

Z  7Z 

1  1Q 

1  J  7 

1  1AQ 

1  J47 

917 

Z  J  / 

7  A7 
ZD/ 

9  10 

Z  J7 

9  AS 
ZDo 

1  A  A 

1  101 

1  J7J 

919 

7  AA 
ZOO 

9  7  7 

Z  /  / 

919 
Z  J  Z 

1  AA 
144 

1  ISO 

1  JO  7 

9  A7 
ZD  / 

Z  /  O 

9  A  A 
ZOO 

9  1 A 
Z  JO 

1  11 
1  Jl 

1  /.  1  /. 
1414 

97  5 
Z  /  J 

9ftn 

9  78 
Z  /  O 

981 
ZOJ 

1  1A 

1  JO 

1  A71 
14  /  J 

981 

7ft1 
ZO  1 

9  A9 
Z  D  Z 

9  1A 
Z  J4 

111 
i  J  J 

1  a  in 

14  JU 

11  1 

i9n 

JZU 

9Q1 

Z  7  1 

1  AA 
1  DO 

1  A97 
1DZ  / 

9 1 A 

Z  jo 

7  7  A 
Z  /  0 

918 

Z  Jo 

9  Al 
Z01 

VAC 

11 J 

1  901 
1  J7i 

9Q8 

Z70 

7  7  A 
Z  /  0 

981 
Zol 

9  A9 
ZDZ 

1  A8 

1  A7n 
14  /  U 

1H7 

7ft  Q 

ZO  7 

9  QS 

Z70 

981 
Zol 

1  A9 
1DZ 

1  1A8 
1  J40 

9  7  9 
Z  /  Z 

7ft  1 
ZO  j 

981 

Zol 

911 

Z  j  J 

1  A  7 

1  A  IS 
14  Jo 

98f) 
ZOU 

7ft  7 
Z  O  / 

97A 
Z  /  D 

9  Al 
ZD  J 

1  lA 
1  J** 

1  AAn 
14DU 

9  7  7 
Z  /  / 

7ftft 
Zoo 

9Q  1 

Z  7  J 

9  AA 
ZOD 

1  1A 
1  J4* 

1  A7Q 

14/7 

9  Ql 
Z  7l 

7  7ft 
Z  /  O 

9  7  A 
Z  /  0 

9  19 
Z  JZ 

i4*  J 

1  A  1Q 

14  J7 

11  7 

7  ft  7 
ZO  / 

in1; 

jUj 

9  on 

Z  7U 

1  1Q 

1  J  7 

1  189 
1  JOZ 

9  7  8 

Z  /  O 

7  AQ 

zoy 

97A 
Z  /  D 

9  1  1 

Z  J  J 

1  AA 

1  Al  Q 

141  7 

9  71 
Z  /  1 

7ft  A 
ZOO 

9  A7 
ZD/ 

9  11 

Z  J  J 

1  AA 
140 

1  A9  A 
14ZD 

9  7  O 

z  /  y 

7  7  A 
Z  /  D 

989 
ZoZ 

9  71 
Z  /  1 

117 
1  J  / 

1  AAA 
1404 

9  AA 
Z04 

7  7  A 
Z  /  0 

IOC 

Zo  J 

9  7  7 
Z  /  / 

171 

1  /  J 

1  A78 
14  /  o 

9  17 
Z  J  1 

7  Afi 
Z  OU 

9  17 
Z  J  / 

917 

Z  J  / 

1  18 

1  JO 

1  110 

1  J  J  7 

9  A  1 
ZD  J 

7ftH 
ZOU 

9  A8 
ZDo 

911 
Z  J  J 

1  An 

14U 

1  An9 
14UZ 

9  18 
Z  JO 

7  Sfl 
Z  JO 

9  AS 
ZDo 

9AA 
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1  18 

1  JO 

1  1A1 
1  J  D  1 
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ZD/ 
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Z  /  1 

9  1Q 

Z  J  7 
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14  J 
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14  J7 

9  ia 

Z  jo 

7  AA 

917 
Z  J  / 

9  1Q 

Z  J  7 

1  1Q 

1  J7 

1  17A 
1  J  /  D 

9  78 
Z  IO 

7  Aft 
ZOO 

9  7A 
Z  /4 

911 

Z  J  J 

1  A  1 
14  J 

1  Al  Q 
1417 

989 
ZoZ 

7QO 

Z  7l) 

9  AO 

Z  D  7 

9  18 
Z  JO 

1  19 
1  J  z 

1  A19 
14  JZ 

in/. 

n  i 

9  0  9 

zyz 

98  A 
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1  7  A 
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1  J  IO 

ii  n 

7ft  7 
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98  A 

Zoo 
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1  J  J 
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1  J  1 0 

9  11 
Z  J  J 

7  AA 
ZOh- 

9  is 

Z  jo 

9  in 

Z  JU 

1  18 
1  Jo 

1  118 
1  J  JO 

98n 
ZoU 

7  7Q 

Z  /  7 

981 
Zol 

9  A 1 
ZD  J 

1  AA 
140 

1  AA1 
144  J 

258 

266 

263 

242 

149 
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9  Al 

9  A9 

Z  D  Z 

9SS 

Z  J  J 

9AA 

IAS 

14  J 

1  384 

L  J04 

9  9 
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Z  / 
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RECORD  OF  TOWN  ELECTION  HELD  APRIL  7,  1980 


Pct.l 

Pet. 2 

Pet.  3 

Pet. 4 

Pet. 5 

Pet.  6 

Total 

Whole  Number  of  ballots  cast 

171 

449 

337 

349 

320 

229 

1855 

MODERATOR,  One  Year 

Donald  Mackenzie 

133 

359 

283 

300 

260 

174 

1509 

Blanks 

38 

90 

54 

49 

60 

55 

346 

otLtL men i  inree  xears  vi) 

Joan  N.  Gardner 

115 

318 

256 

267 

213 

152 

1321 

Neal  M.  Grolnic 

82 

201 

112 

143 

130 

88 

756 

Gregory  M.  Jarboe 

83 

230 

202 

188 

178 

143 

1024 

Blanks 

62 

149 

104 

100 

119 

75 

609 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE,  Three  Years  (2) 

Anne  H.  Ridley 

122 

319 

244 

257 

221 

149 

1312 

Sally  K.  Campbell 

86 

268 

198 

192 

183 

123 

1050 

Beverly  E.  Lessard 

59 

117 

109 

132 

96 

86 

597 

Blanks 

75 

194 

123 

117 

140 

100 

749 

TRUSTEE  OF  MEMORIAL  LIBRARY, 

Three 

y  G3r  s 

VI/ 

Stanley  E.  Bielski 

59 

118 

117 

119 

130 

75 

616 

Joseph  D.  Grandine,  2nd 

68 

189 

119 

141 

91 

78 

686 

Blanks 

44 

142 

101 

89 

99 

76 

551 

ACTON  HOUSING  AUTHORITY,  Five  years 

Marlin  N.  Murdock 

113 

307 

249 

259 

221 

149 

1298 

Blanks 

58 

142 

88 

90 

99 

80 

557 

CHARTER  COMMISSION  MEMBERS, 

(9) 

Donald  R.  Burns 

44 

RR 

1  Oft 

ftl 

D  1 

ftft 

Al 

4  L 

Aflft 

Cornelius  E.  Coughlin 

41 

1  nn 

09 

7Z 

7  S 

/  J 

1  DA 

ftft 

A7a 

4  /  O 

Jacob  C.  Diemert 

35 

as 

ftft 

OO 

01 

7  1 

us 

■17 

J  1 

iao 

JO  7 

J.  Royce  Ginn 

19 

sa 

JO 

An 

aft 

IS 
J  J 

9ft 
zo 

9ftft 
ZOO 

Linda  J.  Kinash 

34 

sn 

ab 

t;l 
j  i 

A7 
4  t 

ia 

JO 

9fta 

zoo 

Erin  Lanigan 

29 

1  At 

RQ 

ftQ 

O  7 

SI 

19 

J  z 

Al  1 

H  1  J 

Stephen  G.  Lewis 

54 

1  19 

197 

1  £,  1 

llu 

7A 

/  4 

7  7 

S7A 
j  i  4 

Charles  M.  MacRae 

74 

91  A 
Z  1H 

1  7S 

LID 

1  ftS 

177 

Lit 

00 

77 

7UM 

Anthony  J.  Mandile 

20 

jy 

1ft 

JO 

91 
Zl 

ft9 
D  Z 

Al 
4  1 

9  1  Q 

Z  1  7 

John  F.  McLaughlin 

50 

1  ft  7 
10  / 

1  A7 

1  1  Q 

117 

19  1 
1Z  J 

71 
/  1 

ft77 
O  /  / 

Chester  H.  Moody 

55 

111 

ft  A 
04 

AS 

ftft 

Aft 

40 

A  7  1 
4/1 

John  E.  Ormsbee 

72 

1  Ql 

1  7  J 

1  1Q 

1  J7 

1  SQ 

1  J  7 

1  9Q 

1  Z  7 

1  D9 
1  uz 

7QA 

John  F.  Pasieka 

50 

l70 

1  9(1 

1  1  A 

1  14 

7ft 

S  Q 

7  7 

ftl  S 
013 

Beatrice  C.  Perkins 

65 

I J  J 

1  SI 
I J 1 

IAS 
14  J 

QA 

an 

ftaa 
ooo 

John  Prohodsky 

17 

ZZ> 

9A 
Z4 

9S 

Sft 
JO 

ia 

Z>0 

i  a  s 

lO  J 

John  W.  Putnam 

91 

9  9  A 
ZZ4 

1  ft  1 

919 

z  j  z 

191 
1Z  J 

oa 

Q  si 

77  1 

Charlotte  Sagoff 

47 

111 
1 J  J 

i  ns 

lUj 

7ft 
/  O 

ft7 

COO 
JZZ 

Alfred  F.  Steinhauer 

72 

226 

208 

188 

139 

105 

938 

Norman  R.  Veens tra 

52 

136 

122 

121 

105 

112 

648 

Lawrence  M.  Weil 

45 

67 

56 

43 

61 

39 

311 

Blanks 

523 

1483 

928 

1096 

1133 

765 

5978 

QUESTION: 

SHALL  A  COMMISSION  BE  ELECTED  TO 

FRAME 

A  CHARTER 

FOR  THE  TOWN  OF  ACTON? 

Yes 

117 

313 

239 

250 

207 

156 

1282 

No 

33 

81 

64 

64 

63 

46 

351 

Blanks 

21 

55 

34 

35 

50 

27 

222 

5  1 


\ 

RECORD  OF  STATE  PRIMARY  SEPTEMBER  16,  1980 


Vote  of  the  Democratic  Party 


Pct.l 


Whole  Number  of  Ballots  Cast  263 

Representative  in  Congress 

James  M.  Shannon  208 

Robert  F.  Hatem  54 

Blanks  1 

Councillor 

Herbert  L.  Connolly  130 

Blanks  133 

Senator  in  General  Court 

Chester  G.  Atkins  209 

Robert  C.  Bowler  28 

Blanks  26 

Representative  in  General  Court 

Scattered  3 

Blanks  260 

County  Commissioner  (2) 

Michael  E.  McLaughlin  94 

S.  Lester  Ralph  112 

Thomas  J.  Lark in  140 

Blanks  180 

Sheriff 

James  A.  Breslin  43 

Charles  Leo  Buckley  23 

Joseph  Michael  Caterina  6 

Vincent  Paul  Ciampa  24 

Thomas  A.  Corkery  9 

Edward  F.  Henneberry,  Jr.  56 

Michael  A.  McLaughlin  22 

Vincent  F.  Zabbo  8 

Blanks  72 


Pet. 2 

Pet. 3 

Pet. 4 

Pet. 5 

Pet. 6 

Total 

315 

321 

338 

291 

254 

1782 

207 

253 

224 

225 

175 

1292 

107 

68 

112 

62 

77 

480 

1 

2 

4 

2 

10 

161 

180 

182 

155 

147 

955 

154 

141 

156 

136 

107 

827 

257 

277 

267 

243 

201 

1454 

42 

31 

44 

31 

34 

210 

16 

13 

27 

17 

19 

118 

4 

3 

2 

3 

15 

315 

317 

335 

289 

251 

1767 

117 

136 

145 

113 

106 

711 

136 

140 

144 

118 

107 

757 

161 

176 

179 

151 

130 

937 

216 

190 

208 

200 

165 

1159 

50 

61 

74 

53 

43 

324 

35 

32 

28 

36 

33 

187 

5 

7 

8 

2 

6 

34 

21 

19 

22 

16 

16 

118 

6 

6 

9 

13 

5 

48 

65 

71 

90 

57 

60 

399 

35 

22 

27 

24 

27 

157 

19 

17 

9 

16 

5 

74 

79 

86 

71 

74 

59 

441 

Vote  of  the  Republican  Party 

Pct.l  Pet. 2  Pet. 3  Pet. 4      Pet. 5      Pet. 6  Total 

Whole  Number  of  Ballots  Cast  60  78  68  70           80           45  401 

Representative  in  Congress 

William  C.  Sawyer  55  61  56  57           70           35  334 

Blanks  5  17  12  13           10           10  67 

Councillor 

Scattered  2  -  1  3 

Blanks  58  78  67  70           80           45  398 

Senator  in  General  Court 

Frank  J.  Valianti  50  58  55  51           60           33  307 

Blanks  10  20  13  19           20           12  94 

Representative  in  General  Court 

John  H.  Loring  57  74  60  64           76           41  372 

Blanks  3  4  8  6             4             4  29 

County  Commissioner  (2) 

Scattered  3  -  1  3  7 

Blanks  117  156  135  137          160           90  795 


Sheriff 

Philip  T.  Razook  49  58  48  50  66  33 

Blanks  11  20  20  20  14  12 


304 
97 


STATE  ELECTION  HELD  NOVEMBER  4,  1980 


AC  The  Anderson  Coalition  R 

D  Democratic  C 

L  Libertarian  WW 

SW  Socialist  Workers  PS 


Republican 
Citizens  Party 
Workers  World 
Prohibitionist  Statesmen 


Pct.l 

Pet. 2 

Pet. 3 

Pet. 4 

Pet.  5 

Pet. 6 

Total 

Whole  Number  of  Ballots  Cast 

1443 

1488 

1499 

1539 

1564 

1267 

8800 

President  and  Vice-President 

Anderson  and  Lucey  AC 

339 

308 

329 

392 

363 

316 

2047 

P  3  r  h  p t"    anH    Mnn    a  1  p  T\ 
V>ai  LCL      d  1 1 U     1  lUUUd  ic  u 

SSI 

J70 

466 

434 

H  Jl 

3R1 

?fif>3 

Clark  and  Koch  L 

12 

11 

6 

7 

12 

10 

58 

Deberry  and  Zimmerman  SW 

1 

1 

3 

- 

1 

- 

6 

Reagan  and  Bush  R 

527 

752 

676 

682 

693 

537 

3867 

A 

3 

1 

3 

2 

15 

Griswold  &  Holmes  WW 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

McReynolds  &  Drufenbrock 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Bubar  &  Dodge  PS 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Blanks 

9 

14 

16 

23 

61 

21 

144 

Representative  in  Congress 

James  M.  Shannon  D 

697 

583 

679 

664 

631 

560 

3814 

William  C.  Sawyer  R 

645 

826 

743 

774 

809 

638 

4435 

ttl  unit  q 

O  L  a  III*.  S 

101 

79 

77 

101 

124 

69 

551 

Councillor 

Herbert  L.  Connolly  D 

852 

851 

885 

912 

854 

725 

5079 

Blanks 

591 

637 

614 

627 

710 

542 

3721 

Senator  in  General  Court 

Chester  G.  Atkins  D 

928 

973 

1021 

1032 

1019 

825 

5798 

Frank  J.  Valianti  R 

359 

424 

392 

405 

423 

331 

2334 

Blanks 

156 

91 

86 

102 

122 

111 

668 

Representative  in  General  Court 

John  H.  Loring  R 

1029 

1207 

1200 

1213 

1246 

970 

6865 

Blanks 

414 

281 

299 

326 

318 

297 

1935 

County  Commissioner 

Michael  E.  McLaughlin  D 

618 

609 

633 

642 

626 

510 

3638 

Thomas  J.  Larkin  D 

645 

697 

701 

743 

718 

560 

4064 

Blanks 

1623 

1670 

1664 

1693 

1784 

1464 

9898 

Sheriff 

Edward  F.  Henneberry,  Jr.  D 

663 

585 

670 

728 

661 

571 

3878 

Philip  T.  Razook  R 

449 

602 

528 

515 

571 

401 

3066 

Blanks 

331 

301 

301 

296 

332 

295 

1856 

Whole  Number  of  Ballots  Cast 


1443 


1488 


1499  1539 


1564 


1267 


8800 


Question  #1 
Yes 
No 

Blanks 


928  894 
454  538 
61  56 


955 
479 
65 


922 
539 
78 


991 
500 
73 


771 
435 
61 


5461 
2945 
394 


Question  #2 
Yes 
No 

Blanks 


882  900 
537  565 
24  24 


851 
616 

32 


902 
598 
39 


904 
604 
56 


738 
494 
35 


5177 
3413 
210 


53 


Pet. I  Pet. 2  Pet. 3  Pet. 4  Pet. 5  Pet. 6  Total 

Question  #3 

Yes  449  423  463  483  501  363  2682 

Ho  933  988  957  969  980  830  5657 

Blanks  61  77  79  87           83  74  461 

Question  #4 

Yes  239  302  260  261  255  197  1514 

No  1140  1131  1172  1199  1222  1005  6869 

Blanks  64  55  67  79           87  65  417 

Question  #5 

Yes  983  1036  1049  1072  1088  883  6111 

No  334  316  322  328  331  261  1892 

Blanks  126  136  128  139  145  123  797 

Question  #6 

Yes  376  340  368  343  379  308  2105 

No  926  986  955    .  1027  994  820  5708 

Blanks  141  162  176  169  200  139  987 


DOG  LICENSES 

All  dog  licenses  expire  March  31,1981. 
Dogs  must  be  licensed  on  or  before  April  1st 
or  the  owners  or  keepers  thereof  are  liable  to 
a  fine.  The  Law  applies  to  all  dogs  three 
months  old  or  over,  regardless  of  time  of  year 
ownership  is  acquired. 

Report  of  Dog  Licenses  Issued 
Through  March  31st,  1981 

988  Licenses    at  $3.00  $2,964.00 
67  Licenses    at  $6.00  400.00 

12  Licenses    at  $10.00  120.00 
2  Licenses    at  $50.00  100.00 

13  Duplicates  at      .25  3.25 
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Our  Heritage 


Acton  Historical 
Commission 


The  purpose  of  the  Commission  is  to  survey 
the  town  and  compile  an  inventory  of  struc- 
tures of  historical  significance.  In  addtion, 
we  research  specific  items  for  the  State,  Town 
of  Acton  boards  and  committees  and  private  in- 
dividuals . 

We  are  assembling  a  collection  of  both 
early  and  current  photographs  of  buildings  and 
events  to  document  the  change  in  our  commun- 
ity. We  have  the  capability  of  copying  old 
photographs  on  location  which  eliminates  the 
risk  of  loss  to  present  owners,  we  welcome  the 
opportunity  to  copy  your  old  photographs,  doc- 
uments and  items  which  relate  to  our  town.  We 
also   feel   that   it   is    important    to    inspect  the 


structures  which  occasionaly  are  under  renova- 
tion. Occassionaly  an  older  structure  comes 
to  light  once  the  cosmetic  fabric  that  con- 
ceals the  old  is  removed,  this  is  a  good  time 
to  analyize  and  photograph  a  structure  to  au- 
thenticate its  age. 

As  in  the  past,  we  will  continue  to  assist 
and  advise  when  possible  and  we  welcome  your 
requests.  We  want  to  thank  everyone  who 
helped  us  during  the  year  in  our  endeavors. 

Anita  Dodson,  Chairman 
Marion  Houghton,  Clerk 
William  Klauer 
Robert  H.  Nylander 
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Chris  Busse,   age  10,    18  Evergreen  Rd . 


ABSTRACT  OF  THE  PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE 
ANNUAL  TOWN  MEETING  HELD  APRIL  8,   1980  AND 
ADJOURNED  SESSIONS  APRIL  9,   10,   14  AND  APRIL  15,  1980 


Moderator  called  the  meeting  to  order  at  7:32  P.M. 

Article  1.         To    choose    all    necessary    Town    Officers    and    Committees    and    fix    the    salaries  and 
compensation  of  all  the  elective  officers  of  the  Town. 

Officers  Voted  unanimously:     To  elect: 

Eleanor  P.  Wilson  as  Trustee  of  the  Elizabeth  White  Fund,   term  to  expire  in  1983. 
Frederick  A.   Harris  as  a  Trustee  of  the  West  Acton  Firemen's   Relief  Fund,    term  to 
expire  in  1983. 

Walter  W.  Sprague  as  a  Trustee  of  the  Acton  Firemen's  Relief  Fund,  term  to  expire 
in  1983. 

James  N.  Gates  as  a  Trustee  of  the  Goodn  ow  Fund,   term  to  expire  in  1983. 

June  Cobb  as  a  Trustee  of  the  Citizen's  Library  Association  of  West  Acton,   term  to 

expire  in  1983. 

Voted  unanimously:     To  fix  the  compensation  for  elected  officers  as  follows: 

Moderator  $20.00  per  each  night  per  session 

Board  of  Selectmen  Chairman  $750.00 

Clerk   650.00 

Member   650.00 

Article  2.        Voted  unanimously:     To  accept   the   reports  of   the  various   Town  Officers   and  boards 
as  set  forth  in  the  Town  Report. 

Article  3.        Voted  unanimously:     To  accept  Prison  Study  Report  from  F.  Dore  Hunter. 

Voted  unanimously:  To  accept  Study  of  Fire  Department  Report  from  Walter 
O'Connell. 

No  vote  required.     There  were  no  other  reports. 

Article  4.        Voted  unanimously:     To   amend   the   salaries    shown   on   Schedules    B,    Bl ,    E,    and   F  to 
reflect  a  7%  increase  over  present  salaries. 

ALPHABETICAL  LIST  OF  POSITION  CLASSES  AND  ALLOCATION  TO  SCHEDULE  AND 
COMPENSATION  GRADE  OR  DESIGNATED  RATE  OR  RANGE 


See  Art. 5.  - 


TLE 

SCHEDULE 

GRADE 

Accounting  Clerk 

B 

S-6 

Administrative  Assistant 

B-l 

E-5 

Assessor,  Board  Chairman 

F 

Assessor,  Board  Member 

F 

Assistant  Assessor 

B-l 

E-10 

Assistant  Civil  Engineer 

B-l 

E-7 

Assistant  to  Conservation  Commission  (p.t.) 

B 

S-11 

Assistant  Library  Director 

B-l 

E-2 

Assistant  Town  Accountant 

B-l 

E-1 

Assistant  Town  Engineer 

B-l 

E-9 

Board  of  Health  Chairman 

F 

Board  of  Health  Member 

F 

Building  Commissioner 

B-l 

E-12 

Chief  (Fire) 

D 

F-4 

Chief  (Police) 

C 

P-4 

Children's  Librarian 

B-l 

E-1 

Council  on  Aging  Coordinator 

B-l 

E-1 

Custodian 

E 

H-1 

Deputy  Elections  Clerk  (p.t.) 

F 

Deputy  Inspector  (Elections)  (p.t.) 

F 

Deputy  Warden  (Elections)  (p.t.) 

F 

Director  of  Public  Health 

B-l 

E-11 

Disposal  Area  Operator 

E 

H-4 

Dog  Officer 

E 

H-2 

Elections  Clerk  (p.t.) 

F 

Engineering  Assistant 

B-l 

E-3 
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Article  4.  (Continued) 


TITLE 


SCHEDULE 


GRADE 


Executive  Clerk 

Fire  Alarm  Maintenance  Man  (p.t.) 

Fire  Alarm  Operator 

Fire  Alarm  Superintendent  (p.t.) 

Fire  Captain 

Firefighter 

Firefighter  (Call)  (p.t.) 
Fire  Lieutenant 
Fire  Lieutenant  (Call)  (p.t.) 
Head  Clerk 

Heavy  Motor  Equipment  Operator 
Inspector  of  Animals  (p.t.) 
Inspector  (Elections)  (p.t.) 
Inspector  of  Wires  (p.t.) 
Junior  Clerk 
Labor  Cemeteries 
Laborer,  Highways 
Laborer,  General 
Librarian  (West  Acton)  (p.t.) 
Library  Assistant  (Jr.) 
Library  Assistant  (Principal) 
Library  Assistant  (Sr.) 
Library  Cataloger 
Circulation  Librarian 
Library  Director 
Library  Page  (p.t.) 
Life  Guard 
Local  Inspector 
Maintenance  Man  (Cemeteries) 
Maintenance  Man  (Highways) 
Motor  Equipment  Operator 
Motor  Equipment  Repairman 
Motor  Equipment  Maintenance  Man 
Patrolman 

Patrolman  (Special)  (p.t.) 
Planning  Administrator 
Playground  Director 
Plumbing  Inspector  (p.t.) 
Police  Lieutenant 
Police  Matron  (p.t.) 
Police  Sergeant 
Principal  Clerk 
Recreation  Director 
Recreation  Leader 
Recreational  Pool  Manager 
Recreational  Specialist 
Recreational  Supervisor 
Reference  Librarian 
Registrar  of  Voters  (p.t.) 
Rodman 
Sanitarian 

School  Crossing  Guard  (p.t.) 

Sealer  of  Weights  and  Measures  (p.t.) 

Semi-Skilled  Laborer,  Cemeteries 

Semi-Skilled  Laborer,  Highways 

Senior  Engineering  Aid 

Senior  Clerk 

Staff  Nurse 

Superintendent  (Cemeteries) 
Superintendent  (Highways) 
Superintendent  of  Insect  and  Pest  Control 
Teller  (p.t.) 

Town  Accountant/Data  Processing  Agent***** 
Town  Clerk 
Town  Engineer 
Town  Manager 

Town  Treasurer  &  Town  Collector 
Tree  Climber 


B 
P 
B 
F 
D 
D 
F 
D 
F 
B 
E 
E 
F 
F 
B 

E-l 

E 

F 

B 

B 

B 

B 
B-l 

B 
B-l 

F 

F 
B-l 
E-l 

E 

E 

E 

E 

C 
C 
B-l 
F 
F 
C 
F 
C 
B 

B-l 
F 
F 
F 
F 

B-l 
F 
B 

B-l 
F 
B 

B-l 
E 
B 
B 
B-i 
B-l 
B-l 
E-l 
F 

B-l 
B-l 
B-l 
G 
B-l 
E-l 


S-9 

S-7 

F-3 
F-l* 

F-2 

S-7 
H-A 
H-2 


S-l 
C-l 
H-l 

S-9 
S-l 
S-7 
S-3 
E-l 
S-7 
E-7 


E-6 
C-3 
H-3 
H-3 

H-4 
p_l*** 

P-l 
E-5 


p. 3**** 

p-2**** 

S-6 
E-8 


E-l 

S-7 
E-4 

S-9 

C-2 

W-2 

S-10 

S-3 

E-l* 

E-7 

E-ll< 

C-7 

E-10 
E-5 
E-l  3 

E-8 
C-5 
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Article  4.  (Continued) 


Tree  Warden 

Veterans'  Agent  &  Director  of  Veterans' 

Services  (p.t.) 
Warden  (Elections)  (p.t.) 
Working  Foreman  (Cemeteries) 
Working  Foreman  (Highways) 


E-l 

F 
F 

E-l 
E 


C-7 


C-6 
H-7 


♦Additional  $7.00  per  week  when  assigned  to  and  performing  duties 
relating  to  the  maintenance  of  fire  apparatus. 

**An  additional  $125.00  per  month  during  the  months  of  December, 
January,  February  and  March. 

***Additional  $50.00  per  month  when  assigned  to  and  performing  the 
duties  of  official  police  photographer  or  prosecuting  officer. 
♦♦♦♦Additional  $50.00  per  month  when  assigned  to  and  performing  the 
duties  of  prosecuting  officer. 
*****15^  additional  for  Lead  Mechanic. 

♦♦♦♦♦♦Additional  $2,500.00  per  year  for  performing  the  duties  of  a  Data 
Processing  Agent. 


SCHEDULE  B 
GENERAL  WEEKLY  SALARY  SCHEDULE 
ANNUAL  RATE  COMPUTED  BY  MULTIPLYING  WEEKLY  RATE  BY  52 


MINIMUM 

INTERMEDIATE 

MAXIMUM 

A 

B 

C 

D 

E 

S-l 

W 

153.83 

156.55 

162.80 

169.06 

177.41 

A 

7,999.16 

8,140.60 

8,465.60 

8,791.12 

9,225.32 

S-2 

W 

156.55 

162.80 

169.06 

177.41 

185.77 

A 

8,140.60 

8,465.60 

8,791.12 

9,225.32 

9,660.04 

S-3 

W 

162.80 

169.06 

177.41 

185.77 

194.12 

A 

8,465.60 

8,791.12 

9,225.32 

9,660.04 

10,094.24 

S-4 

W 

169.06 

177.41 

185.77 

194. 12 

202 .49 

A 

8,791.12 

9,225.32 

9,660.04 

10,094.24 

10,529.48 

S-5 

W 

177.41 

185.77 

194.12 

202.49 

210.83 

A 

9,225.32 

9,660.04 

10,094.24 

10,529.48 

10,963.16 

S-6 

W 

185.77 

194.12 

202.49 

210.83 

219.20 

A 

9,660.04 

10,094.24 

10,529.48 

10,963.16 

11,398.40 

S-7 

W 

194.12 

202.49 

210.83 

219.20 

229.62 

A 

10,094.24 

10,529.48 

10,963.16 

11,398.40 

11,940.24 

S-8 

W 

202.49 

210.83 

219.20 

229.62 

240.02 

A 

10,529.48 

10,963.16 

11,398.40 

11,940.24 

12,481.04 

S-9 

W 

210.83 

219.20 

229.62 

240.02 

250.45 

A 

10,963.16 

11,398.40 

11,940.24 

12,481.04 

13,023.40 

S-10 

W 

219.20 

229.62 

240.02 

250.45 

263.02 

A 

11,398.40 

11,940.24 

12,481.04 

13,023.40 

13,677.04 

S-ll 

W 

229.62 

240.02 

250.45 

263.02 

275.54 

A 

11,940.24 

12,481.04 

13,023.40 

13,677.04 

14,328.08 

S-12 

W 

240.02 

250.45 

263.02 

275.54 

290.17 

A 

12,481.04 

13,023.40 

13,677.04 

14,328.08 

15,088.84 

S-l  3 

W 

250.45 

263.02 

275.54 

290.17 

304.77 

A 

13,023.40 

13,677.04 

14,328.08 

15,088.84 

15,848.04 

oO 


Article  4.  (Continued) 


SCHEDULE  B-l 
TECHNICAL  AND  ADMINISTRATIVE  WEEKLY  SALARY 
UAL  RATE  COMPUTED  BY  MULTIPLYING  WEEKLY  RATE  BY  52 


- 

MINI  HUM 

INTERMEDIATE 

MAXIMUM 

A. 

B 

C 

D 

c 

B 

E- 

-1 

W 

229.62 

240.02 

250.45 

263.02 

275.54 

A 

A 

1 1  qao  7A 

x  i  ,  7hu • m 

12,481.04 

13,023.40 

11  677  OA 
LJ)0  /  /  .  UH 

14  178  (18 

E- 

-2 

w 

240.02 

250.45 

263.02 

275.54 

290.17 

A. 

12  481.04 

13,023.40 

13,677.04 

1A   17ft  Oft 

1.H  ,  J^O  »  UO 

1 S  088  8A 

i.  J  ,  UOO  .  OH 

E- 

-3 

w 

250.45 

76i  07 

77 S  SA 

290.17 

304.77 

A 
n 

1  1  071  AO 
1  J  ,  U  £  J • HU 

13,677.04 

14,328.08 

1 s  nRft  ha 

1 J  1 UOO .OH 

1 S   RAR  OA 
1 J , OHO . UH 

E- 

-4 

w 

263.02 

77  S  SA 

7QO   1  7 

304.77 

319.37 

A 
n 

11   677  OA 
X  J  ,  D  /  f  •  uh 

14,328.08 

15,088.84 

1 S   AAA  DA 

I J , OHO . UH 

1  6   6f>7  7A 
L O , OU / . ZH 

E- 

-5 

w 

275.54 

7QO   1  7 

IflA  77 

319.37 

336.08 

A 

n 

1A  19R 

15,088.84 

15,848.04 

1  A   AH7    9  A 
10f  DU /  •  Z** 

1 7  A7A   1 6 
1/ ,H/0.10 

E- 

-6 

w 

290.17 

10A   7  7 

JUH  .  /  / 

11  9  17 

336.08 

354.87 

A 

IS  ORR  RA 

1^1 UOO iOt 

15,848.04 

16,607.24 

17  A76  16 

1/,H/0.10 

1 R  AS 1  7A 

E- 

-7 

w 

304.77 

11  9  17 

lift. 08 

J  J\J  .  uo 

354.87 

375.72 

A. 

IS  848  DA 

4      |  OHO  •  UH 

16,607.24 

17,476.16 

18  4S1  74 

iO,H_JJ.ZH 

19  S17  4A 

L7| J J/ . HH 

E- 

-8 

w 

319.37 

336.08 

354.87 

375.72 

396.61 

A 

1 A   AH7   9  A 

X  O  >  OU  /  •  ZH- 

17,476.16 

18,453.24 

10   S17  AA 
L7  t  J  J /  . HH 

9fl   A91  79 

E- 

-9 

w 

336.08 

ISA  87 

17  S . 77 

396.61 

419.57 

A 
A 

17   A  7 A    1  A 

18,453.24 

19,537.44 

on  A9**  79 
ZU ,  0  Z  J  •  / Z 

91    Al  7  AA 

E 

-10 

w 

354.87 

375. 72 

196. 61 

419.57 

444.63 

A 

io   ago  9/. 

19,537.44 

20.623.72 

91    £1  7 

91    1 9fi    7 A 
/.)  )  1ZU  •  /  o 

E 

-11 

w 

375.72 

396.61 

419.57 

444.63 

473.85 

A 

19,537.44 

20,623.72 

21,817.64 

23,120.76 

24,640.20 

E 

-12 

W 

396.61 

419.57 

444.63 

473.85 

503.07 

A 

20,623.72 

21,817.64 

23,120.76 

24,640.20 

26,159.64 

E 

-13 

W 

419.57 

444.63 

473.85 

503.07 

532.29 

A 

21,817.64 

23,120.76 

24,640.20 

26,159.64 

27,679.08 

SCHEDULE  C 
POLICE  ANNUAL  SALARY  SCHEDULE 
ANNUAL  RATE  COMPUTED  BY  MULTIPLYING  WEEKLY  RATE  BY  52 

MINIMUM  INTERMEDIATE  MAXIMUM 

A  B  C 


P-l  287.61 
14,955.72 

P-2  342.02 
17,785.04 

P-3  352.00 
18,304.00 

P-4 


303.73 

319.84 

15,793.96 

16,631.68 

358.85 

379.98 

18,660.20 

19,758.96 

372.75 

391.06 

19,383.00 

20,335.12 

560.76 

29,159.52 

el 


Article  4.  (Continued) 


SCHEDULE  D 
FIRE  ANNUAL  SALARY  SCHEDULE 
ANNUAL  RATE  COMPUTED  BY  MULTIPLYING  WEEKLY  RATE  BY  52 

MINIMUM  INTERMEDIATE  MAXIMUM 

ABC 

F-l  282.21  296.21  312.77 

14,674.92  15,402.92  16,264.04 

F-2  312.49  326.51  339.39 

16,249.48  16,978.52  17,648.28 

F-3  341.00  357.35  378.44 

17,732.00  18,582.20  19,678.88 

F-4  560.76 

29,159.52 


SCHEDULE  E 
HIGHWAY  HOURLY  WAGE  SCHEDULE 
WEEKLY  RATE  COMPUTED  BY  MULTIPLYING  HOURLY  RATE  BY  40  HOURS 
ANNUAL  RATE  COMPUTED  BY  MULTIPLYING  HOURLY  RATE  BY  2080  HOURS 


MININUM 

INTERMEDIATE 

MAXIMUM 

A 

B 

C 

H-l 

H 

5.17 

5.42 

5.69 

W 

206.80 

216.80 

227.60 

A 

10,753.60 

11,273.60 

11,835.20 

H-2 

H 

5.42 

5.69 

5.97 

W 

216.80 

227.60 

238.80 

A 

11,273.60 

11,835.20 

12,417.60 

H-3 

H 

5.69 

5.97 

6.28 

W 

227.60 

238.80 

251.20 

A 

11,835.20 

12,417.60 

13,062.40 

H-4 

H 

5.97 

6.28 

6.55 

W 

238.80 

251.20 

262.00 

A 

12,417.60 

13,062.40 

13,624.00 

H-5 

H 

6.28 

6.55 

6.84 

W 

251.20 

262.00 

273.60 

A 

13,062.40 

13,624.00 

14,227.20 

H-6 

H 

6.55 

6.84 

7.13 

W 

262.00 

273.60 

285.20 

A 

13,624.00 

14,227.20 

14,830.40 

H-7 

H 

6.84 

7.13 

7.49 

W 

273.60 

285.20 

299.60 

A 

14,227.20 

14,830.40 

15,579.20 
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Article  4.  (Continued) 


CEMETERY  HOURLY  WAGE  SCHEDULE 
WEEKLY  RATE  COMPUTED  BY  MULTIPLYING  HOURLY  RATE  BY  40  HOURS 
ANNUAL  RATE  COMPUTED  BY  MULTIPLYING  HOURLY  RATE  BY  2080  HOURS 


MINIMUM  INTERMEDIATE  MAXIMUM 

A  B  C 


c- 

-1 

H 

5.20 

5.46 

5.74 

W 

208.00 

218 .40 

229.60 

A 

10,816.00 

11 , 356 .80 

1 1 , 939 .20 

C' 

-2 

H 

5.46 

5.74 

6.01 

W 

218.40 

229.60 

240.40 

A 

11 , 356.80 

11 ,939.20 

12 , 500.80 

c- 

-3 

H 

5.74 

6.01 

6.32 

W 

229.60 

240.40 

252 .80 

A 

1 1 , 939 . 20 

12 , 500.80 

13 , 145 . 60 

c- 

-4 

H 

6.01 

6.32 

6.59 

W 

240.40 

252.80 

263.60 

A 

12 , 500.80 

13 , 145.60 

13, 707 .20 

c 

-5 

H 

6.32 

6.59 

6.89 

W 

252.80 

263.60 

275.60 

A 

13,145.60 

13,707.20 

14,331.20 

c 

-6 

H 

6.59 

6.89 

7.19 

W 

263.60 

275.60 

287.60 

A 

13,707.20 

14,331.20 

14,955.20 

c 

-7 

H 

6.89 

7.19 

7.54 

W 

275.60 

287.60 

301.60 

A 

14,331.20 

14,955.20 

15,683.20 

SCHEDULE  F 


Assessor,  Board  Chairman  N/C  600.00* 

Assessor,  Board  Member  N/C  500.00* 

Board  of  Health,  Chairman  N/C  150.00* 

Board  of  Health,  Member  N/C  100.00* 

Deputy  Building  Inspector  (p.t.)  N/C  Fee  Basis 

Deputy  Elections  Clerk  (p.t.)  N/C  4.37 

Deputy  Inspector  (Elections)  N/C  3.99 

Deputy  Warden  (Elections)  N/C  4.19 

Elections  Clerk  N/C  4.19 

Fire  Fighter  (Call)  -  Step  A**  N/C  5.25 

B  N/C  5.50 

C  N/C  5.75 

Fire  Lieutenant  (Call)  N/C  6.00 

Inspector  (Elections)   (p.t.)  N/C  3.99 

Inspector  of  Wires   (p.t.)  N/C 

Laboror  -  Step  A  3.25  3.49 

B  3.50  3.76 

C  3.75  4.03 

Library  Page  N/C  3.00 

Lifeguard  N/C  3.31 

Playground  Director  -  Step  A  N/C  3.31 

B  N/C  3.48 

C  N/C  3.67 

D  N/C  3.86 

E  N/C  4.09 

Plumbing  Inspector  N/C  Fee  Basis 

Police  Matron  N/C  4.87 


Pool  Manager  -  Step  A  N/C  5.58 

B  N/C  5.86 

C  N/C  6.14 

Recreation  Leader  -  Step  A  N/C  2.93 

B  N/C  3.13 

Recreation  Specialist  -  Step  A  N/C  3.31 

B  N/C  3.50 

C  N/C  3.67 

D  N/C  3.86 

E  N/C  4.09 

Recreation  Supervisor  -  Step  A  N/C  4.28 

B  N/C  4.46 

C  N/C  4.67 

D  N/C  4.85 

E  N/C  5.06 

Registrar  of  voters  N/C  4.36 

Teller  N/C  3.99 

Warden  (Elections)  N/C  4.39 

Veterans'  Agent  N/C  1,500.00* 


*Annual  Rates 
**Annual  Base  $150.00 


SCHEDULE  G 

ADMINISTRATION  ANNUAL  SALARY  DETERMINATION 

Pos  ition 

Town  Manager  All  step  rates  determined  by  Board  of  Selectmen  subject 

to  the  appropriation  of  necessary  funds. 


Article  5.        Motion:     That   the  Town  amend  Schedule  A  of   the   Personnel   By-Law  by  changing  Local 
Building  Inspector  from  E-6  to  E-8 . 

Motion  lost. 


Voted:     To  add  a  new  category,  Assistant  Civil  Engineer  E-7 . 

Article  6.  Voted  unanimously:  To  raise  and  appropriate  $84,000.00  under  General  Laws, 
Chapter  40,  Section  5D,  to  be  held  as  a  special  fund  to  offset  the  anticipated 
costs  of  funding  the  contributory  retirement  system. 

Article  7.  Motion:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  amend  the  Town  bylaws  by  inserting  the  following 
sections  as  Article  22: 

"Article  22.     LAND  AND  NATURAL  RESOURCES  OFFICE 

Section  1.  There  shall  be  an  office  of  Land  and  Natural  Resources  in  the  Town, 
which  shall  have  charge  of  such  Town  Lands  as  may  be  committed  to  its  care  and 
control  and  may  perform  such  maintenance  and  improvement  work  on  other  Town  lands 
as  may  be  permitted  or  requested  by  any  officer,  board,  commission  or  committee  of 
the  Town  in  charge  thereof. 

Section  2.  The  office  shall  be  under  the  supervision  of  a  director  appointed  by 
the  Town  Manager.  The  director  shall  exercise  the  duties  of  tree  warden  and 
superintendent  of  insect  pest  control  and  may  enforce  such  statutes  or  Town 
by-laws  for  the  protection  of  natural  resources  in  the  Town  as  he  may  be 
authorized  or  directed  by  law." 
or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

Motion  lost. 

Article  8.         Voted  unanimously:     That  the  Town  budget  for  the  period  July  1,  1980 

to  June  30,   1981,  as  printed  in  the  warrant,  be  raised  and  appropriated 

in  its  entirety,  except  that  $6,195.51  be  appropriated  from  library 

receipts      reserved      for      appropriation      for      library      use,      $2,485.36  be 

appropriated      from     receipts      from     the      county      dog      fund      reserved  for 
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Article  8.    Continued       appropriation   for   library  use,   and   $210,000.00  be   appropriated    from  federal 

revenue  sharing  receipts  for  police  department  use. 


GENERAL  GOVERNMENT 


Moderator : 


Salary 
Expenses 


Finance  Committee: 

3  Expenses 

Selectmen: 

4  Salaries 

5  Expenses 

6  Capital  Outlay 

7  Legal  Services 

8  Legal  Services  Expense: 

9  Appraisals  &  Surveys 

10  Out-of-State  Travel 

(All  Depts.) 

Town  Office  Clerical  Staff: 

11  Salaries 


Engineering  Department: 


12 
13 
14 

Town  Accountant: 
15 
16 
16A 

Town  Treasurer: 
17 
18 

Town  Assessors: 
19 
20 

Town  Clerk: 
21 
22 


Salaries 
Expenses 
Capital  Outlay 


Salary 
Expenses 
Capital  Outlay 


Salary 
Expenses 


Salary 
Expenses 


Salary 
Expenses 


Elections  &  Registrations: 


23 
24 

Planning  Board: 
25 
26 

Personnel  Board: 
27 

Board  of  Appeals: 
28 


Salaries 
Expenses 

Salaries 
Expenses 

Ex penses 

Expenses 


Conservation  Commission: 

29  Salaries 

30  Expenses 

Archives  Committee: 

31  Expenses 

Public  Ceremonies  &  Celebrations: 

32  Expenses 


200.00 
20.00 


200.00 


48,918.00 
53,600.00 
3,500.00 
39,000.00 
1,000.00 
1,000.00 

1,500.00 


185,343.00 


91,886.00 
4,700.00 


39,950.00 
25,852.00 


20,624.00 
16,823.00 


24,721.00 
30,200.00 


11,886.00 
1,135.00 


13,469.00 
8,726.00 


16,609.00 
6,510.00 


100.00 


1,000.00 


6,331.00 
4,095.00 


1,200.00 
2,385.00 
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Article  8.  Continued 


Buildings  &  Grounds  Maintenance: 

33  Salaries  25,391.00 

34  Utilities  66,000.00 

35  Expenses  31,650.00 

36  Capital  Outlay  21,945.00 


Town  Report  Committee: 
37  Expenses 


8,000.00 


Youth  Commission: 

38  CODE 

39  Expenses 


10,000.00 
8,300.00 


Historical  Commission: 
40  Expenses 


200.00 


Council  on  Aging: 
41A.  Salaries 
41B.  Expenses 


9,768.00 
7,757.00 


TOTAL  GENERAL  GOVERNMENT 


$  851,494.00 


PROTECTION  OF  PERSONS  AND  PROPERTY 


Police  Department: 

42  Regular  Salaries 

43  Other  Salaries 

44  Expenses 

45  Capital  Outlay 

Fire  Department: 

46  Regular  Salaries 

47  Other  Salaries 

48  Expenses 

49  Capital  Outlay 


484,572.00 
147,950.00 
27,385.00 
1,090.00 


580,713.00 
200,180.00 
44,040.00 
4,145.00 


Sealer  of  Weights  and  Measures: 

50  Salary 

51  Expenses 


600.00 
150.00 


Insect  Pest  Control: 

52  Wages 

53  Expenses 


8,383.00 
4,385.00 


Town  Forest  Committee: 
54  Expenses 


100.00 


Tree  Department: 

55  Wages  12,633.00 

56  Expenses  6,370.00 

Inspector  of  Wires: 

57  Expenses  5,000.00 

Inspector  of  Gas  Piping  &  Appliances: 

58  Expenses  2,000.00 

Building  Inspector: 

59  Salaries  45,613.00 

60  Expenses  2,335.00 

Dog  Officer: 

61  Wages  1,200.00 

62  Expenses  700.00 

Building  Committee: 

63  Expenses  50.00 


Civil  Defense: 

64  Expenses 


6,350.00 
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Article  8. 
Continued 


Town  Utilities: 

65  Hydrant  Rental 

66  Strc   .  Lighting 
TOTAL  PROTECTION  OF  PERSONS 

AND  PROPERTY 


47,825.00 
67,000.00 


$1,700,769.00 


HIGHWAYS 


Highway  Department: 


67 

Salaries  &  Wages 

257,168.00 

68 

Overtime  for  Snow 

27,825.00 

69 

General  Expenses 

72,545.00 

70 

Drainage 

17,930.00 

71 

Snow  &  Ice  Removal 

85,000.00 

72 

Machinery  Expenses 

77,000.00 

73 

Gasoline  &  Diesel  Fuel  103,000.00 

74 

Secondary  Roads  Main- 

tenance 

62,425.00 

75 

Primary  Roads  Main- 

tenance 

38,400.00 

76 

Capital  Outlay 

1,700.00 

.  HIGHWAYS 

HEALTH  AND 

SANITATION 

of 

Health: 

77 

Salaries 

80,808.00 

78 

Expenses 

57,164.00 

79 

Garbage  Collection 

43,516.00 

ctor 

of  Animals: 

80 

Wages 

200.00 

81 

Expenses 

70.00 

$  742,993.00 


Plumbing  Inspector: 

82  Expenses 
TOTAL  HEALTH  AND  SANITATION 


4,000.00 


~$  185,758.00 


CEMETERIES 


Cemeteries : 

83  Salaries  &  Wages 

84  Expenses 

85  Capital  Outlay 
TOTAL  CEMETERIES 


63,128.00 
11,300.00 
2,400.00 


76,828.00 


RECREATION 


Recreation  Department: 

86  Salaries  &  Wages 

87  Expenses 

88  Capital  Outlay 
TOTAL  RECREATION 


85,117.00 
9,919.00 
500.00 


95,536.00 


VETERAN'S  AID 


Veteran's  Services: 

89  Salary 

90  Expenses 

91  Aid 
TOTAL  VETERAN'S  AID 


1,500.00 
150.00 
30,000.00 


31,650.00 


PENSIONS 


Pension  Fund: 

92  Pensions 
TOTAL  PENSIONS 


260,000.00 


*$  260,000.00 
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INSURANCE 


Insurance: 

93  Group  Health 

94  Other  Insurance 

95  Insurance  Advisor 
TOTAL  INSURANCE 


261,618.00 
139,253.00 
1,500.00 


~$  402,371.00 


MATURING  DEBT  AND  INTEREST 
TOWN  GOVERNMENT 


Highway  Dept.  Building: 

96  Maturing  Debt 

97  Interest 

Highway  Department  Equipment: 

98  Maturing  Debt 

99  Interest 


Conservation  Commission: 

100  Maturing  Debt 

101  Interest 


68,170.00 
2,923.00 


Sanitary  Landfill: 

102  Maturing  Debt 

103  Interest 


26,830.00 
632.00 


Land  (Fire  Truck  78/79,  Parking  Lot  76/77): 


104  Maturing  Debt 

105  Interest 


32,900.00 
5,408.00 


Anticipation  of  Revenue  Notes: 

106  Interest 
TOTAL  MATURING  DEBT  AND  INTEREST 
TOWN  GOVERNMENT 


60,000.00 


$  196,863.00 


LIBRARIES 


Memorial  Library: 

107  Salaries 

108  Expenses 

109  Books 

110  Capital  Outlay 


153,695.00 
32,822.00 
37,650.00 
2,403.00 


West  Acton: 

111  Salaries 

112  Expenses 
TOTAL  LIBRARIES 


10,008.00 
6,582.00 


"$  243,160.00 


MATURING  DEBT  &  INTEREST  -  LIBRARIES 


Maturing  Debt  &  Interest 

113  Maturing  Debt 

114  Interest 


Libraries : 


TOTAL  BUDGET  -ARTICLE  8. 


$4,787,422.00 


Article  9.  Voted   unanimously:      That    the    following  budget   schedule    for    local  and 

regional  schools,  for  the  period  from  July  1,  1980  to  June  30,  1981, be 
raised  and  appropriated  in  its  entirety: 

LOCAL  SCHOOLS 

Local  Schools: 

115A  Operating  Expenses  4,363,081.00 

115B  Out  of  State  Travel  1,950.00 

116  Blanchard  Auditorium  52,721.00 

TOTAL  LOCAL  SCHOOLS  $4,417,752.00 
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MATURING  DEBT  AND  INTEREST  -  LOCAL  SCHOOLS 


McCar thy-Towne  School: 

117  Note  Interest  80,000.00 

118  Interest  19,320.00 

Merriam  School: 

119  Maturing  Debt   

120  Interest   

Douglas  School: 

121  Maturing  Debt  35,000.00 

122  Interest  6,737.50 

Gates  School: 

123  Maturing  Debt  55,000.00 

124  Interest  16,912.50 

Conant  School: 

125  Maturing  Debt  80,000.00 

126  Interest  47,880.00 

Teachers  Summer  Pay: 

127  Maturing  Debt   

128  Interest    

MATURING  DEBT  &  INTEREST  - 

LOCAL  SCHOOLS  $  340,850.00 

$4,758,602.00 

REGIONAL  SCHOOLS 


Regional  Schools: 

129A  Operating  Expenses  $4,108,276.00 

129B  Out  of  State  Travel  2,400.00 

130  Maturing  Debt  &  Interest  168,941.00 

131  Teachers  Summer  Pay   Q 

TOTAL  REGIONAL  SCHOOLS  ?4 , 279 , 617 . 00 


TOTAL  BUDGET  -  ARTICLE  9  $"9,038,219. 00 

TOTAL  BUDGETS  -  ARTICLES  8  &  9  $13,825,641.00 


Article  10.  Voted  unanimously:     That  the  budget  for  the  Minuteman  Regional 

Vocational  School  for  the  period  July  1,  1980  to  June  30,  1981,  as  printed 
in  the  warrant,  be  raised  and  appropriated  in  its  entirety: 

VOCATIONAL  SCHOOLS 

Minuteman  Vocational  School: 

132  Operating  Expense  $  314,994.00 

133  Maturing  Debt  &  Interest  32,156.00 

Other  Vocational  Schools: 

134  Tuition  &  Transportation  15,185.00 

TOTAL  VOCATIONAL  SCHOOLS  f  362,335.00 


TOTAL  BUDGETS  -  ARTICLES  8,  9,  AND  10  $14,187,976.00 


Article  11.  Voted  unanimously:  To  accept  as  public  ways  the  following  streets,  or  portions 
thereof,  as  laid  out  by  the  Board  of  Selectmen  according  to  plans  on  file  with  the 
Town  Clerk,  and  authorize-  the  Board  of  Selectmen  to  take  the  fee  or  easement  in 
said  streets  by  eminent  domain  or  otherwise,  including  the  easements  for  drainage, 
utility,  or  other  purposes  where  shown  on  said  plans  or  described  on  the  Order  of 
Layout : 
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IN  CENTRAL  ESTATES  SUBDIVISION 


A.     Torrington  Lane  from  station  0  +  25  at  the  easterly  sideline 
of  Tuttle  Drive  a  distance  of  518  +-  feet,  in  an  easterly 
direction  to  the  easterly  sideline  of  a  62.50  foot  radius  cul-de-sac, 
including  the  cul-de-sac,  this  being  the  entire  road. 

IN  BRUCEW00D  SEC  IV  SUBDIVISION 


B.     Guswood  Road  from  station  0  +  25  at  the  southerly  sideline  of 
Robinwood  Road,  a  distance  of  334  +-  feet,  in  a  southerly 
direction  to  the  stone  wall  at  land  now  or  formerly  of  Medville 
&  Beatrice  M.  Clark,  including  the  turnaround  easement,  this 
being  the  entire  road. 


IN  WILLIAMSBURG  PARK  SUBDIVISION 


C.     Craig  Road  from  station  0  +  25  at  the  westerly  sideline  of  School 
Street,  a  distance  of  1355  +-  feet,  in  a  westerly  direction  to  the 
westerly  sideline  of  a  62.50  foot  radius  cul-de-sac  including  the 
cul-de-sac,  this  being  the  entire  road. 


IN  HORSESHOE  PARK  SUBDIVISION 


D.     Horseshoe  Drive  from  station  0  +  00  at  the  southerly  sideline  of 

Concord  Road,  a  distance  of  1113  +-  feet,  in  a  southerly,  easterly, 
then  northerly  direction  to  the  southerly  sideline  of  Concord  Road 
at  station  11  +  13.23;  this  being  the  entire  road. 


Article  12.     Motion:     To  raise  and  appropriate  the  sum  of  $150,000.00  to  a  reserve 

fund  under  General  Laws,  Chapter  40,  Section  6.  It  is  the  sense  of  this  meeting 
that  such  funds  shall  be  used  for  educational  purposes. 


Motion  lost. 


Meeting  adjourned  at  11:45  P.M.  until  April  10,  1980  at  7:30  P.M. 

April  10,  1980  -  Moderator  called  the  meeting  to  order  at  7:30  P.M. 

Article  13.     Motion:     To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  maintain  the  current  usage 

of  William  L.  0'Connell  Education  Park  in  the  Town  of  Acton  in  the  years  ahead, 
i.e.,  for  Acton  Boxborough  Regional  High  School,  Acton  Boxborough  Regional  Junior 
High  School,  Merriam  School  and  McCarthy-Towne  School. 

Motion  lost.  TOTAL  VOTE    -  405  YES  -  163      NO  -  242 

Article  14.     Voted  unanimously:     To  raise  and  appropriate  $20,105.00  for  the 

purchase  of  electric  transmission,  distribution  and  lighting  equipment  for  the 
public  schools. 

Article  15.     To  see  if  the  Town  will  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  from  available 

funds  to  meet  unanticipated  costs  of  the  local  schools,  or  take  any  other  action 
relative  thereto. 


Voted  unanimously:     To  take  no  action. 


Article  16.     Voted  unanimously:     To  raise  and  appropriate  $3,000.00  to  microfilm 
a  portion  of  the  Town's  records. 

Article  17.     Voted  unanimously:     To  raise  and  appropriate  $32,000.00  to  be 

expended  by  the  Town  Manager  for  the  purchase  and  equipping  of  two  sedans,  an  air 
compressor,  a  cement  mixer  and  a  utility  tractor-mower,  and  authorize  the  Town 
Manager  to  trade  two  sedans,  an  air  compressor,  a  cement  mixer  and  two  lawn 
tractors . 

Article  18.     Voted:     To  raise  and  appropriate  $19,000.00  to  purchase  a  civil 
defense  rescue  vehicle. 


TOTAL  VOTE  -  112  YES  -  100  NO  -  12 
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Article  19.     Voted  unanimously:     To  raise  and  appropriate  the  sum  of  $23,400.00 

to  be  expended  by  the  Town  Manager  for  the  purchase  and  equipping  of  three  cruisers 
for  the  Police  Department  and  authorize  the  Town  Manager  to  trade  in  three  of  the 
present  Town  vehicles. 

Article  20.     Voted:     To  raise  and  appropriate  the  sum  of  $17,200.00  for  the 

establishment  of  a  permanent  full-time  juvenile  officer  position  in  the  Police 
Department . 


TOTAL  VOTE  -  223  YES  -  200  NO  -  23 


April  14,  1980  -  Moderator  called  the  meeting  to  order  at  7:30  P.M. 

Article  21.     To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  enact  the  following  resolution,  or 
take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

Resolution  for  Town  Warrant,  Acton,  Massachusetts 


WHEREAS  full  human  rights  of  citizenship  under  the  Constitution  with-out 
discrimination  are  the  basic  inalienable  right  of  every  citizen. 

WHEREAS  women  have  been  subject  to  sex  discrimination  under  our  Constitution  since 
its  inception; 

WHEREAS  the  Equal  Rights  Amendment  to  the  United  States  Constitution  would  finally 
guarantee  women  full  rights  under  the  Constitution  and  eliminate  sex  discrimination 
under  the  basic  Law  of  our  Land; 

WHEREAS  the  citizens  of  the  Town  of  Acton  believe  in  equal  rights  for  all  persons 
under  the  law; 

WHEREAS  the  Equal  Rights  Amendment  has  been  ratified  by  35  states , including  the 
Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  and  only  three  additional  states  need  ratify  to  make 
it  the  Law  of  the  Land;  and 

WHEREAS  those  states  which  have  not  yet  ratified  the  Equal  Rights 

Amendment  are  thereby  denying  this  guarantee  of  equality  under  the  law  for  all 
citizens  of  the  United  States; 

THEREFORE,  BE  IT  RESOLVED  that  no  representative  of  the  Town  of  Acton 
or   the  Acton   School   shall   attend   any  meeting,    convention   or   conference  excluding 
interviews  or  site  inspection  in  any  unratified   state  at   public   expense  until  the 
Equal  Rights  Amendment  is  passed. 

BE  IT  FURTHER  RESOLVED  that  the  Town  of  Acton  notify  the  governors  of 
the  unratified  states  and  the  appropriate  media  of  this  action. 

Motion  lost.        TOTAL  VOTE  -  283      YES  -  125      NO  -  158 

Article  22.     Motion:     To  see  if  the  Town  will  raise  and  appropriate  $60,000.00  to 

be  expended  by  the  Town  Manager  for  the  construction  of  a  maintenance  building  for 
the  cemetery  department,  to  be  located  in  Mount  Hope  Cemetery. 


Motion  lost. 


Article  23.     Motion:     To  see  if  the  Town  will  raise  and  appropriate,  or  appropriate 

from  available  funds,  or  authorize  the  Treasurer,  with  the  approval  of  the 
Selectmen,  to  borrow  the  sum  of  $250,000.00,  or  any  other  sum,  to  be  expended  by 
the  Town  Manager  for  the  development  of  a  refuse  disposal  transfer  station  at  the 
present  sanitary  landfill  site  and  the  sum  of  $170,000.00,  or  any  other  sum,  to  be 
expended  by  the  Town  Manager,  for  the  development  of  a  sanitary  landfill  site  off 
Quarry  Road,  and  to  authorize  the  Town  to  apply  for  any  grants  or  reimbursement 
from  the  state  or  federal  government  available  for  such  purposes,  or  take  any  other 
action  relative  thereto. 


Voted  unanimously:     To  take  no  action  until  Fall  Town  Meeting. 


Article  24.     To  see  if  the  Town  will  authorize  the  Board  of  Selectmen  to  purchase 

or  take  by  eminent  domain  for  recreational  purposes  a  parcel  of  land  described  as 
follows : 

Lot  23,  containing  81,700  sq.   ft.  as  shown  on  a  plan  entitled, 
Definitive  Subdivision  Plan,  Land  in  Acton,  Mass.  "Ridgewood 
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Estates",  Owners,   Leslie  Larson,  Marjorie  Imbimbo  and  Edith 
Carlton,  Dated  January  28,  1977  and  revised  February  28,  1977, 
June  29,   1977,  August  1,   1977  and  August  15,   1977.     Said  parcel 
is  shown  as  Lot  80  on  Land  Court  Plan  6683. 
and  raise  and  appropriate,  or  appropriate  from  available  funds,  the 

sum  of  $40,000.00,  or  any  other  sum,  for  said  acquisition,  or  take  any  other  action 
relative  thereto. 


Motion  lost. 


Article  25.     Voted  unanimously:     To  accept  with  appreciation  the  gift  of  land  at 
72  River  Street  from  Thomas  Litrenta. 


Article  26.     Voted  unanimously:     To  raise  and  appropriate  $99,000.00  to  complete 

a  Townwide  hydrogeological  study  which  is  already  in  progress  and  authorize  the 
Town  Manager  to  apply  for  any  available  grants  for  such  purpose. 

Article  27.     Voted:     To  raise  and  appropriate  $43,500.00  to  be  added  to  the  Fire 

Department  budgets  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1981  for  the  purpose  of 
hiring  four  civilian  fire  alarm  dispatchers. 


TOTAL  VOTE  -  195  YES  -  110  NO  -  85 


Article  28.     Motion:     To  raise  and  appropriate  $50,000.00  for  the  development  of 

recreation  facilities  on  land  adjacent  to  the  Luther  Conant  School  or  other 
suitable  land  approved  by  the  Board  of  Selectmen. 


Motion  lost.         TOTAL  VOTE  -  217      YES  -  103      NO  -  114 


Article  29.     Voted  unanimously:     To  petition  the  legislature  to  enact  a  statute 

authorizing  the  Town  to  sell  a  portion  of  the  land  on  Nagog  Hill  Road  acquired  for 
conservation  purposes  in  substantially  the  following  form: 

Section  1.  The  Town  of  Acton  is  hereby  authorized  to  sell  all 
or  a  portion  of  a  parcel  of  land  containing  3.36  acres,  more  or  less,  with  the 
buildings  located  thereon,  shown  as  Lot  A  on  a  plan  entitled  "Plan  of  Land  in  Acton 
Owned  by  Acton  Conservation  Commission,"  by  the  Acton  Engineering  Department,  dated 
March  20,  1980.  The  land  described  herein  is  part  of  the  land  on  Nagog  Hill  Road, 
previously  acquired  by  the  Town  for  conservation  purposes  by  a  deed  recorded  in 
Middlesex  South  Registry  of  Deeds,   Book  13,871,  page  233. 

Section  2.     Said  parcel  of  land  shall  be  sold  in  a  manner  and 
for  a  price  and  upon  conditions   to  be  determined  by  the  Board  of  Selectmen  with  the 
advice    of    the    Conservation    Commission.      The    proceeds    of    such    sale,     less  the 
expenses  thereof,   shall  be  used   for  the   payment   of  principle   and   interest  on  bonds 
of  the  Town  used  to  acquire  the  land  of  which  the  said  parcel  is  a  part. 

Section  3.     This  act  shall  take  effect  upon  its  passage. 

Article  30.     Voted:     To  raise  and  appropriate  $50,000.00  for  engineering  and 

technical  services  and  appropriate  chemical  analysis  of  liquid  and  solid  waste 
generated  by  the  W.R.  Grace  Company  to  study  the  causes,  effects  and  methods  of 
curing  pollution  in  the  Sinking  Pond  aquifer  and  for  legal  services  in  connection 
with  the  enforce-ment  of  the  Town's  rights  in  connection  therewith. 


TOTAL  VOTE  -  83  YES  -  75  NO  -  8 


Article  31.     Motion:     To  see  if  the  Town  will  appropriate  the  sum  of  $25,000.00  or 

any  other  amount  for  the  purpose  of  enforcing  compliance  with  the  following  Federal 
and  State  laws  relating  to  air  pollution,  water  pollution,  solid  wast  landfill, 
drinking  water,  etc.,  which  laws  include  the  following  Mass.  General  Laws,  Chapter 
21,  #42,  43;  MGL  Ch.  Ill,  #150A,  142A-142F, #159-160  and  162;  U.S.P.L.  92-500  #402; 
or  take  any  other  action  to  enforce  the  agreement  between  the  Town  and  W.R.  Grace 
Company,  dated  November  14,  1978. 


Voted  unanimously:     To  take  no  action. 


Article  32.     Voted:     To  raise  and  appropriate  $40,000.00  to  be  expended  by  the 

Town  Manager  to  purchase  automated  typing  equipment  for  the  Town  Hall  and 
Department  of  Public  Works  Building. 


TOTAL  VOTE  -  183  YES  -  110  NO  -  73 
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Article  33.     Motion:     To  see  if  the  Town  will  authorize  the  Board  of  Selectmen  to 

purchase,  take  by  eminent  domain  or  otherwise  acquire  for  Town  Building 
purposes  any  or  all  of  the  following  parcels  of  real  estate: 

The  lots  numbered  1-6  inclusive  on  Putnam  Road  containing  a  total  of 
2.78  acres  being  shown  on  a  plan  entitled,  "Putnam  Park,  Plan  of  Land  in 
Acton,  Mass.,  owner  and  developer  Milldam  Trust"  dated  December  28,  1974  and 
recorded  with  the  Middlesex  a  South  District  Registry  of  Deeds  in  Book  10901, 
page  449,  and  further  shown  as  parcels  13-28,  13-29,  13-33,  13-38,  13-43  and 
13-42  Plate  E-4  of  the  Town  Atlas  (as  amended  to  January  1,  1974). 
and  appropriate  $182,000.00  for  such  acquisition  and  for  expenses  incidental 
thereto,  and  that  to  raise  such  appropration  the  Treasurer,  with  the  approval 
of  the  Selectmen,  is  authorized  to  borrow  $182,000.00  under  General  Laws, 
chapter  44,  section  7. 


Article  34. 


Article  35. 


Article  36. 


Motion  lost. 

Voted  unanimously:  To  authorize  the  Board  of  Selectmen  to  purchase,  take  by 
eminent  domain  or  otherwise  acquire  for  municipal  purposes  the  fee  or  any 
other  interest  in  all  or  part  of  the  parcel  of  land  owned  by  the  Penn  Central 
Corporation  located  north  of  Concord  Road,  containing  28,000  square  feet  more 
or  less,  bounded  to  the  east  by  the  Boston  and  Maine  railway  right-of-way  and 
to  the  west  by  the  Town  of  Acton,  and  raise  and  appropriate  $1,200.00  for 
such  acquisition. 

Voted  unanimously:     To  appropriate  $316.50  from  available  funds 
to  pay  5K  Transport,  Inc. 

Voted  unanimously:     To  rescind  the  balance  of  the  loan  authorizations 
voted  under  the  following  articles: 

Article  2.     Town  Meeting  of  May  15,  1975 
(Kennedy  Landfill  Purchase) 

Article  12.  Town  Meeting  of  May  12,  1975 

(Septage  Disposal  Area  Land  Purchase) 


Article  37.  Voted  unanimously:  To  transfer  $300,000.00  from  free  cash  to  be  used  by  the 
Board  of  Assessors  for  the  purpose  of  reducing  the  tax  rate  for  the  fiscal 
year  ending  June  30,  1981,  and  that  the  Town  exempt  $339,167.00  of  certified 
free  cash  and  $569,312.76  of  receipts  of  prior  years  taxes  received  through 
March  31,  1980  from  the  provisions  of  Section  12A  of  Chapter  151  of  the  Acts 
of  1979. 

Article  38.  Voted  unanimously:  To  raise  and  appropriate  $125,000.00  to  the  reserve  fund 
pursuant  to  General  Laws,  Chapter  40,  Section  6. 

Article  39.  Voted:  To  increase  the  appropriations  limit  established  by  Chapter  151  of 
the  Acts  of  1979  by  $700,000.00  so  that  the  appropriations  limit  as  so 
increased  will  be  $9,406,867.52. 


TOTAL  VOTE 
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YES  -  110 


NO  -  11 


Article  40.  Voted:  To  increase  the  tax  levy  limit  established  by  Chapter  151  of  the  Acts 
of  1979  by  $700,000.00  so  that  the  levy  limit  as  so  increased  will  be 
$9,586,437.71. 


TOTAL  VOTE  -  112 


YES 


110 


NO  -  2 


Article  41.  Voted  unanimously:  To  authorize  the  Town  Treasurer,  with  the  approval  of 
the  Selectmen  to  borrow  money  from  time  to  time  in  anticipation  of  the 
revenue  of  the  financial  year  beginning  July  1,  1980,  in  accordance  with  the 
provisions  of  the  General  Laws,  Chapter  44,  Section  4,  and  to  issue  a  note  or 
notes  therefore,  payable  within  one  year,  and  to  renew  any  not  or  notes  as 
may  be  given  for  a  period  of  less  than  one  year  in  accordance  with  General 
Laws  Chapter  44  Section  17. 


The  following  persons  served  as  tellers  at  this  meeting: 


James  Barnes,  Elsa  Collins,  Marilyn  Craft,  Peg  Farrell,  Wally  Gates,  Carolyn 
Gray,    Joy    Hertz,    Nancy    Howe,    Charles    Kadlec,    Theron    Lowden,    Deborah  Mass, 


Sandra  Masson,  Marion  Maxwell,  Gary  Myron,  Beatrice  Perkins,  Patricia 
Pierson,  Pam  Resor,  Jean  Schmelzer,  John  Schmelzer,  William  Smith  and  Regina 
Poppert . 

A  true  copy,  Attest: 

Lydia  R.  Lesure 
Town  Clerk 


ABSTRACT  OF  THE  PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE 
SPECIAL  TOWN  MEETING  HELD  APRIL  28,  1980 


Moderator  called  the  meeting  to  order  at  7:38  P.M. 
Special  Town  Meeting  was  called  to  order  at  7:45  P.M. 


Article  1.        Voted:      To    raise    and    appropriate    $3,435.00    to    supplement    the  Conservation 
Commission  salary  budget  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1981. 

TOTAL  VOTE  -  112          YES  -  100         NO  -  12 

Meeting  adjourned  at  7:55  P.M. 

The  following  persons  served  as  tellers  at  this  meeting: 

Walter  Gates,  Nancy  Howe,  Theron  Lowden,  Deborah  Mass,  Sandra  Masson  William 
Maxwell,  Gary  Myron,  Beatrice  Perkins,  Patricia  Pierson,  Regina  Poppert,  Pamela 
Resor,  John  Schmelzer,  William  Smith. 

A  true  copy,  Attest: 

Lydia  R.  Lesure 
Town  Clerk 


ABSTRACT  OF  THE  PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE 
SPECIAL  TOWN  MEETING  HELD  APRIL  28,  1980 

Moderator  called  the  meeting  to  order  at  7:55  P.M. 

Article  1.        Motion:     To  see   if  the   Town  will   vote   to   amend    the   Zoning   Bylaw,    Town  of 
Acton,  Massachusetts,  as  follows: 

Restaurant        (A)     Amend  Section  IV.C.l.f.  by  deleting  "restaurant  where  food  and 

beverages  are  consumed  indoors  or,  if  consumed  outdoors,  are  consumed  on  a 
patio  closed  on  all  sides  with  entrance  to  the  patio  normally  available  from 
the  building;"  and  substituting  the  words  "Intentionally  left  blank;" 
therefore. 

(B)  Amend  Section  IV.C.2.g  by  adding  "or  all  restaurants"  after 

"...500    persons    "    so    that    the    phrase    reads    "place    of    amusement  or 
assembly  for  more  than  500  persons,  or  all  restaurants." 

(C)  Amend  Section  IV.D.f  by  deleting  "restaurant  where  food  and  beverages 
are  served  and  consumed  by  patrons  seated  at  a  table  counter;  with  a  maximum 
gross  floor  area  of  5,000  square  feet;"  and  substituting  the  words 
"Intentionally  left  blank;"  therefore. 

(D)  Amend  Section  IV.D.l.g.  by  deleting  "and  f"  and  inserting  "and"  before 
"E"  so  that  the  phrase  reads  "combinations  of  a,  b,  c,  d,  and  e  above  in  any 
one  building;" 

(E)  Amend  Section  IV. D. 2  by  adding  "e.  restaurant,  subject  to  the  standards 
and  provisions  set  forth  in  section  IV.C.2.g.". 
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(F)  Amend  section  IV.E.l.d  by  deleting  "and  f"  and  inserting  "and  before 
"e"  so  that  the  phrase  reads  "all  uses  as  permitted  in  section  IV.C.l.b.,  c, 
and  e.". 

(G)  Amend  Section  IV.E.2.f.  by  adding  "or  all  restaurants"  after  "...500 
persons"  so  that  the  phrase  reads  "place  of  amusement  or  assembly  for  more 
than  500  persons,  or  all  restaurants,  subject  to  the  standards  and 
provisions  set  forth  in  Section  IV.C.2.g.". 

or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

Motion  lost. 

Article  2.        To   see    if   the   Town  will   vote    to  amend    the    Zoning    By-Law,    Town   of  Acton, 
Massachusetts,  as  follows: 

Delete  the  present  Section  VIII  heading  (Site  Plan  Approval)  and  substitute 
the  words  "Site  Plan  Special  Permit". 

Delete  Section  VIII,  paragraph  A  in  its  entirety  and  substitute  the 
following: 

"(A)  The  purpose  of  site  plan  review  is  to  ensure  that  the  design  and  layout 
of  certain  developments  will  constitute  suitable  development  and  will  not 
result  in  a  detriment  to  the  neighborhood  or  to  the  environment.  To  fulfill 
this  purpose  no  business  or  industrial  building  and  no  building  containing 
more  than  4  multiple-dwelling  units  shall  hereafter  be  erected  or  externally 
enlarged,  and  no  business,  industrial  or  multiple-dwelling  use  shall 
hereafter  be  established  or  be  expanded  in  ground  area  except  in  conformity 
with  a  special  permit  from  the  Board  of  Selectmen  approving  a  site  plan  for 
the  lot.  For  purposes  of  this  section  the  term  "externally  enlarged"  shall 
mean  an  increase  of  at  least  10%  in  the  floor  area  of  the  building  and  the 
term  "expanded  in  ground  area"  shall  mean  an  increase  in  the  ground  area 
devoted  to  such  use." 

Delete  Section  VIII,  paragraph  B  in  its  entirety  and  substitute 
the  following: 

"(B)  Any  person  or  organization  seeking  a  special  permit  under  this  section 
shall  submit  T_  copies  of  an  application  and  proposed  site  plan  to  the  Board 
of  Selectmen.  Said  submission  shall  include,  among  other  things;  existing 
and  proposed  topography;  wetlands ,  surface  water  bodies,  and  areas  subject 
to  flooding;  existing  and  proposed  landscape  features  such  as  specimen 
trees ,  outcroppings ,  unique  features,  fences,  walls,  planting  areas,  walks 
and  street  furniture;  existing  and  proposed  buildings,  structures,  signs, 
paving ,  parking  spaces,  driveway  openings,  driveways,  service  areas,  and 
other  open  uses;  all  facilities  for  sewage,  refuse,  other  waste  disposal, 
and  for  surface  water  drainage  or  retention;  facilities  for  exterior 
1 ight  ing ;  measures  proposed  to  limit  or  to  prevent  pollution  or  surface 
water  and  ground  water,  soil  erosion,  increased  surface  water  runoff, 
changes  in  ground  water  level,  and  flooding;  information  as  to  the  proposed 
use  of  the  buildings,  content  of  discharge  to  surface  or  sub-surface 
disposal,  and  water  supply  source  and  projected  average  daily  water  usage. 
The  submission  may  be  required  to  include  information  regarding  the 
projected  traffic  such  as  flow  patterns  into  and  upon  the  site  for  both 
vehicles  and  pedestrians  and  an  estimate  of  the  projected  number  of  trips  to 
and  from  the  site  for  an  average  day  and  for  peak  hours. 

The  site  plan  shall  include  that  portion  of  any  adjacent  land  owned  or  used 
by  the  applicant  on  which  the  use  is  similar  to  or  connected  with  the  use 
for  which  the  special  permit  is  being  sought." 

Delete  Section  VIII,  paragraph  D  in  its  entirety  and  substitute  the 
following: 

"(D)  A  special  permit  shall  be  issued  only  if  the  Board  of  Selectmen  makes  a 
finding  and  determination  that  the  proposed  site  plan  satisfies  the  purpose 
of  this  section  to  a  degree  consistent  with  the  reasonable  use  of  the  site 
for  any  of  the  uses  permitted  by  this  by-law  for  the  district  in  which  it  is 
located." 

or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 
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Mr.  Becklean  moves  that  the  Town  adopt  the  amendment  of  the  zoning  bylaw  set 
forth  in  the  warrant  except  with  respect  to  Section  VIII,  paragraph  D,  the 
Town  adopt  the  following  amendments  instead  of  the  amendment  set  forth  in 
the  warrant: 

Delete  Section  VIII,  paragraph  D.l  in  its  entirety  and  substitute  the 
following: 

1.  protection  of  adjoining  land  against  seriously  detrimental  or  offensive 
uses  on  the  site  by  provision  of  adequate  surface  water  drainage  or 
retention  and  by  provisions  of  buffers  against  light,  sight,  sound,  dust, 
odors  and  vibrations. 

Delete  section  VIII,  paragraph  D.3  in  its  entirety  and  substitute  the 
following: 

3.  adequacy  of  the  methods  of  disposal  for  sewage,  refuse  and  other  wastes 
resulting  from  the  uses  permitted  on  the  site. 

Add  the  following  subparagraph  to  Section  VIII,  paragraph  D. 

4.  protection  of  environmental  features  and  qualities  on  the  site  and 
on  adjoining  land. 

Paragraph  D:  Add  after  consideration  #4.  "The  Board  of  Selectmen  may  (1 ) 
make  a  finding  and  determination  that  the  proposed  project  is  consistent 
with  the  purpose  of  the  site  plan  review  or  (2)  a  written  denial  of  the 
application  stating  the  reasons  for  such  denial.  Approval  may  be  subject  to 
conditions,  modifications  and  restrictions  as  the  Board  of  Selectmen  may 
deem  necessary." 

Voted:     To  take  no  action. 


Voted:     To  adopt  the  following  resolution: 

Whereas  in  1776  John  Adams  challenged  "succeeding  generations  of  Americans 
to  celebrate  our  great  anniversary  festival  with  pomp  and  parade,  bonfires 
and  illuminations  from  this  END  OF  THIS  COUNTRY  TO  ANOTHER...  from  this  time 
forever  more" 

and 

Whereas  family  occasions  that  encourage  patriotism,  make  happy  memories  and 
strengthen  feelings  of  roots  in  our  children  and  young  people  to  carry 
through  their  lives,  are  especially  important  in  these  days  of  turmoil. 

BE  IT  RESOLVED  that  the  Acton  Public  Ceremonies  and  Celebrations  Committee 
be  allowed  to  request  a  show  of  hands  at  this  Town  Meeting,  indicating 
whether  the  sense  of  the  meeting  is  to  raise  the  funds  from  community 
support  for  the  4th  of  July  fireworks. 

AND  FURTHER  BE  IT  RESOLVED  that  if  the  vote  is  positive,  the  Committee  be 
allowed  to  pass  recycled  collection  boxes  throughout  this  Auditorium  at  some 
time  during  this  meeting,  in  order  that  those  who  wish  may  contribute, 
pledge  to  contribute  and  also  place  their  names  as  being  willing  to 
participate  in  a  phone  or  canister  collection. 

AND  FURTHER  BE  IT  RESOLVED  any  monies  collected  but  not  expended  for  a 
fireworks  display  on  the  4th  of  July  will  be  contributed  to  the  Charles 
Baittit  and  Raymond  Grey  Memorial  Scholarship  Funds  at  the  Acton-Boxborough 
Regional  High  School. 

There  was  approximately  $300.00  collected  at  the  Town  Meeting  and  we  thank 
the  people  of  the  Town  Meeting. 

Article  3.        Motion:     To  see   if  the  Town  will   vote   to   amend    the   Zoning   Bylaw,    Town  of 
Acton,  Massachusetts,  by  adding  the  following: 
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"Section  XIV  - 


Suspension  of  Permit  Granting 


For  a  period  of  one  year  from  the  date  of  passage  of  this  amendment,  no  site 
plan  special  permit,  as  described  in  Section  VIII,  shall  be  issued  and  no 
building  permit  shall  be  issued  for  any  construction  which  would  require  a 
site  plan  special  permit." 

or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

Motion  lost.  TOTAL  VOTE  -  405      YES  -  164      NO  -  241 

Article  4.        Voted:     To  raise  and  appropriate  $5,000.00  for  the  purchase  and 
equipping  of  a  motorcycle  for  the  Police  Department. 

Article  5.        Voted:     To  adopt  a  resolution  approving  the  introduction  of  a  CATV 
system  in  Acton. 

Article  6          Voted  unanimously:     To  appropriate  from  available  funds  $6,900.00 

for  Line  Item  65,  Hydrant  Rental,  and  $21,000.00  for  Line  Item  7,  Legal 
Services . 

Meeting  adjourned  at  11:30  P.M. 

The  following  persons  served  as  tellers  at  this  meeting: 

Walter  Gates,  Nancy  Howe,  Theron  Lowden,  Deborah  Mass,  Sandra  Mass,  William 
Maxwell,  Gary  Myron,  Beatrice  Perkins,  Patricia  Pierson,  Regina  Poppert, 
Pamela  Resor,  John  Schmelzer,  William  Smith. 

A  true  copy,  Attest: 

Lydia  R.  Lesure 
Town  Clerk 


ABSTRACT  OF  THE  PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE 
SPECIAL  TOWN  MEETING  HELD  JUNE  26,  1980 


Moderator  called  the  meeting  to  order  at  7:35  P.M. 


Article  1.        Voted:     To  adopt  a  by-law  imposing  a  nine  (9)  month  moratorium 
on  condominium  conversion  in  the  following  form: 

1.  The  purpose  of  this  by-law  is  to  allow  the  Board  of  Selectmen  time  to 
formulate  a  policy  for  the  protection  of  tenants  in  buildings  which  may  be 
converted  to  condominiums  and  to  seek  any  required  legislative  authorization. 

2.  No  building  containing  more  than  three  (3)  rental  units  shall  be  converted  to 
a  condominium  for  a  period  of  nine  (9)  months  from  the  date  of  adoption  of  this 
bylaw. 

3.  This  moratorium  applies  to  any  building  containing  three  (3)  or  more  rental 
units  as  to  which  a  condominium  master  deed  has  not  been  filed  or  where  less  than 
fifty  percent  (50%)  of  the  units  have  been  sold. 

Voted:     To  adjourn  at  9:00  P.M. 
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ABSTRACT  OF  THE  PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE 
SPECIAL  TOWN  MEETING  HELD  SEPTEMBER  18,  1980 


Article  7.        Voted:     That  the  Town  adopt  the  following  resolution: 

"Because  Task  Oriented  Communities,  Inc.  proposes  to  install  12  chronic  mental 
patients  in  a  single-family  residence  at  27  Concord  Road  in  an  area  zoned  for 
single-family  residences  and  further,  because  there  is  considerable  opposition 
within  the  town  to  this  action,  we  request  that  the  Board  of  Selectmen  and 
all  other  Town  Officials  take  all  legal  actions  within  their  power  to  postpone  the 
establishment  of  such  a  community-residence  facility  in  the  Town  of  Acton  until 
such  time  as  a  suitable  residence  can  be  located  consistent  with  the  needs  of 
clients  and  neighbors,  and  zoning  regulations. 

To  that  end,  we  propose  that  the  Board  of  Selectmen  appoint  an  advisory 
committee,  composed  of  Town  residents,  to  aid  in  the  selection  of  a  suitable  site 
for  such  a  facility. 

YES  -  163         NO  -  158         TOTAL  VOTE  -  321 

The  following  persons  served  as  tellers  at  this  meeting: 

Regina  Poppert,  Elsa  Collins,  John  McLaughlin,  Charles  Kadlec,  Pam  Resor,  Pat 
Wood,  Leslie  Kadlec,  William  Gately,  Deborah  Mass,  Sandra  Masson  and  Gary  Myron. 

A  true  copy,  Attest: 

Lydia  R.  Lesure 
Town  Clerk 


ABSTRACT  OF  THE  PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE 
SPECIAL  TOWN  MEETING  HELD  NOVEMBER  24,   1980  AND 
ADJOURNED  SESSIONS  NOVEMBER  25  AND  DECEMBER  1,  1980 


Moderator  called  the  meeting  to  order  at  7:30  P.M. 

Article  1.  Voted  unanimously:  To  accept  Amendment  No.  3  to  the  agreement  establishing  the 
Minuteman  Regional  Vocational  Technical  School  District  ("Minuteman")  as  proposed 
by  vote  of  the  Minuteman  RSD  Amend  School  Committee  by  vote  adopted  on  October  7, 
1980.  The  amendment  provides  in  substance  (i)  that  the'  term  of  office  of  each 
member  of  the  Minuteman  School  Committee  shall  commence  on  July  1  of  the  year  in 
which  he  or  she  is  appointed,  commencing  with  the  year  following  the  effective 
date  of  the  amendment,  rather  than  April  1  as  is  presently  provided  in  the 
Agreement  and  (II)  that  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Committee  for  the  election  of 
officers  shall  be  held  in  each  year  on  a  date  specified  in  the  District  by-laws. 
A  copy  of  the  proposed  amendment  is  available  for  inspection  at  the  office  of  the 
Town  Clerk. 

Article  2.  Voted:  To  petition  the  General  Court  to  enact  home  rule  legislation  in 
substantially  the  following  form: 

Section  1.  The  Town  of  acton  is  hereby  authorized  to  establish,  by  majority  vote 
of  its  town  meeting,  a  revolving  fund  to  be  known  as:  the  Acton  Public  Health 
Nursing  Service  Revolving  fund.  Such  fund  shall  be  maintained  as  a  separate 
account  by  the  Town  Accountant. 

Section  2.  All  fees,  payments  for  services  and  other  monies  received  by  the  Acton 
Public  Health  Nursing  Service  shall  be  deposited  in  such  fund  and  shall  be  used 
exclusively  for  the  payment  of  salaries  and  expenses  of  the  Acton  Public  Health 
Nursing  Service.  The  Town  may  make  additional  appropriations  from  time  to  time  to 
the  fund  to  be  used  for  the  purposes  described  herein. 

Section  3.  The  Town,  by  majority  vote  of  its  town  meeting,  may  terminate  the  fund 
at  any  time,  and  any  monies  then  in  the  fund  shall  become  part  of  the  general 
funds  of  the  Town. 
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Section  4.     This  act  shall  take  effect  when  approved. 


YES  -  166      NO  -  120      TOTAL  VOTE  -  286 

Irticle  3.  Motion:  To  see  if  the  town  will  appropriate  from  available  funds  the  sum  of 
$18,000.00  for  the  use  of  the  pesticide  BT,  or  any  other  sum,  to  be  expended  by 
the  Department  of  Insect  Pest  Control  for  the  suppression  of  Gypsy  Moths,  or  take 
any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

Motion  lost. 

article  4.  Voted:  To  amend  the  Acton  Zoning  By-law  by  inserting  the  following  Zoning  By 
Section  IV  A.  6 

No  land  or  structure  shall  be  used  to  provide  for  take-off  and  landing  of  any 
motorized  aircraft  within  the  Town  of  Acton. 

YES  -  157      NO  -  78      TOTAL  VOTE  -  235 

rticle  5.  Motion:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  appropriate  $13,500.00.  or  any  other  sum  of 
money,  from  available  funds,  to  hire  a  consultant  to  study  traffic  safety 
conditions  in  Acton,  or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

Motion  lost. 

Meeting  adjourned  at  11:05  until  Tuesday,  November  25th. 


November  25,  1980  -  Moderator  called  the  meeting  to  order  at  7:31  P.M. 

Article  6.  Voted:  To  appropriate  $16,960.00  from  available  funds  to  pay  any  interest 
or  penalties  which  may  become  due  on  funds  withheld  from  Middlesex  County. 

Article  7.  Voted  unanimously:  To  amend  the  schedule  of  fees  for  electrical  permits  by 
eliminating  the  present  $250.00  maximum  fee  for  commercial  and  industrial 
uses. 

Article  8.  Voted:  To  approve  the  filing  of  a  petition  in  the  General  Court  under  the 
provisions  of  Section  8  of  the  Home  Rule  Amendment  requesting  legislation 
regulating  condominium  conversions  in  Acton,  in  substantially  the  following 
form: 

AN  ACT  TO  PROVIDE  PROTECTION 
OF  TENANTS  AND  PURCHASERS  OF 
CONDOMINIUMS  OR  COOPERATIVE  UNITS 

Section  1:    When  used  in  this  statute: 

"Rental  housing  unit"  means  any  building,  structure,  or  part  thereof, 
including  land  appurtenant  thereto,  or  any  other  real  or  personal  property, 
rented  or  offered  for  rent  for  living  or  dwelling  purposes,  except  (a) 
rental  housing  units  in  a  building  containing  four  or  fewer  units,  (b) 
rental  housing  units  in  a  building  containing  five  or  fewer  units,  provided 
one  unit  is  actually  occupied  by  the  owner  thereof  as  his  or  her  permanent 
residence. 

"Board"  means  the  Acton  Board  of  Selectmen. 

"Condominium"  means  a  condominium  as  defined  in  Chapter  183A  of  the 
General  Laws. 

"Cooperative"  means  cooperative  as  defined  in  section  3A  of  Chapter  157 
of  the  General  Laws. 

"Landlord"  means  any  person  who  holds  title  to  rental  housing  units, 
including,  without  limitation,  any  individual,  corporation,  trust  or 
partnership. 

"Lease"  means  any  rental  housing  agreement,  written  or  implied,  between 
a  landlord  and  a  tenant  for  use  or  occupancy  of  a  rental  housing  unit. 
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Article  8.  Continued 


"Remove  from  Rental  Housing  Use"  means  the  sale  of  any  rental  housing 
unit,  existing  on  the  date  of  enactment  of  this  statute,  as  a  condominium  or 
the  sale  of  shares  in  a  cooperative  authorizing  the  owner  thereof  to  occupy 
a  rental  unit  existing  on  the  date  of  enactment  of  this  statute. 

"Tenant"  means  any  person  entitled  under  the  terms  of  a  lease  to  the 
use  and  occupancy  of  a  rental  housing  unit. 

Section  2:  No  landlord,  or  person  acting  on  behalf  of  or  with  the  consent 
of  a  landlord,  shall  remove  from  rental  housing  use  any  rental  housing  unit 
unless  the  Board,  after  a  hearing,  grants  him  a  permit. 

Section  3:  The  Board  may  issue  regulations  prescribing  the  form  of 
applications  for  permits  hereunder,  and  the  procedure  for  notice  and  hearing 
on  such  applications,  and  may  establish  a  fee  for  such  permits,  not  to 
exceed  $50.00  per  unit.  The  Board  may  impose  appropriate  conditions  to 
effectuate  the  purpose  of  this  statute  on  the  grant  of  any  permit. 

Section  4:     The  Board  may  grant  a  permit  if  it  finds  that  : 

A.  The  landlord  has  provided  to  each  tenant  of  the  rental  housing 
unit  for  which  a  permit  is  sought,  at  least  six  month's  notice  of  the 
proposed  removal  from  rental  housing  use. 

B.  The  landlord  either  (1)  facilitate  acquisition  by  the  tenant  of 
the  rental  housing  unit  occupied  by  the  tenant  by  giving  the  tenant  the 
right  of  first  refusal  to  buy  the  unit  before  it  is  offered  to  other 
purchasers,  or  by  providing  financing  assistance  or  price  concessions  for 
the  acquisition  of  such  unit,  or  (2)  has  assisted  the  tenant  in  locating  a 
comparable  rental  housing  unit  in  Acton. 

C.  The  building  in  which  the  rental  housing  unit  is  located  has  been 
certified  by  an  independent,  licensed  engineer  or  architect  to  meet  all 
applicable  building  and  health  codes  of  the  Town  of  Acton  and  the 
Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts. 

Section  5:  Any  person  who  violates  this  statute  shall  be  punished  by  a  fine 
of  not  more  than  $200.00  per  offense.  Each  month  during  which  a  unit  is 
offered  for  sale  or  occupied  without  a  permit  hereunder  shall  constitute  a 
separate  offense. 

Section  6:  The  Board  or  any  person  aggrieved  by  a  failure  to  comply  with 
this  statute  may  enforce  its  provisions  in  a  civil  action  for  injunctive 
relief . 

Section  7:  If  any  provision  of  this  statute  or  the  application  of  any 
provision  to  any  person  or  circumstance  is  held  invalid,  such  invalidity 
shall  not  affect  other  provisions  of  this  statute. 

Section  8:     This  statute  shall  take  effect  upon  approval. 

YES  -  79  NO  -  77  TOTAL  VOTE  -  156 

Article  9.  Voted:  To  authorize  the  Board  of  Selectmen,  under  Massachusetts  General  Law 
Ch.  40  Sec.  15,  to  convey  to  Louis  DiMinico  for  the  sum  of  Two  Thousand 
Dollars  ($2,000.00)  whatever  right,  title  and  interest  the  Town  may  have  in 
a  portion  of  Parcel  No.  1  as  a  result  of  the  proposed  abandonment  by  the 
Middlesex  County  Commissioners  of  a  portion  of  the  1969  layout  of  Main 
Street(see  plan  777  of  1969  Middlesex  Registry  of  Deeds  South  District). 

YES  -  50  NO  -  10  TOTAL  VOTE  -  60 

Article  10.  Voted:  To  authorize  the  Board  of  Selectmen  to  acquire  by  purchase  a  parcel 
of  land  on  Main  Street,  containing  about  2+-  acres,  shown  as  "Proposed  Lot 
2.00  AC."  on  a  plan  entitled  Plan  of  Land  in  Acton,  Mass.  owned  by  RBS 
Realty  Trust  dated  March  3,  1980  by  Acton  Survey  and  Engineering,  for 
municipal  purposes,  that  the  Town  appropriate  $155,000.00  from  available 
funds  for  such  acquisition  and  expenses  related  thereto. 

Meeting  adjourned  at  10:58  P.M.  until  Monday,  December  L,  1980 

December  1,  1980  -  Moderator  called  the  meeting  to  order  at  7:30  P.M. 
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Article  11.  Voted  unanimously:  To  accept  a  gift  for  conservation  purposes  of  three 
parcels  of  land  in  West  Acton,  on  Mass.  Avenue  (Rte.  Ill),  shown  as  lots 
121,  128,  and  151  on  Plate  F-2  of  the  Town  Atlas,  in  the  memory  of  John  J. 
Flannery  with  thanks  to  the  donor. 

Article  12.  Voted  unanimously:  To  authorize  the  Cemetery  Commissioner  to  acquire  by 
purchase  or  eminent  domain  for  Town  Cemetery  purposes  a  parcel  of  land  with 
the  buildings  thereon,  containing  5715  square  feet,  located  at  158  Central 
Street,  Acton,  currently  owned  by  Family  Federal  Savings  and  Loan 
Association,  Fitchburg,  Ma.,  and  shown  as  Lot  1  on  a  plan  entitled  "Plan  of 
Land  in  the  Westerly  Part  of  Acton,  Subdivision  for  John  H.  Feltus,  surveyed 
by  Horace  F.  Tuttle"  dated  January  31,  1949  and  recorded  with  the  Middlesex 
South  District  Registry  of  Deeds  in  Book  7394,  page  63,  and  that  the  Town 
appropriate  a  sum  not  to  exceed  $12,500.00  therefore  and  for  expenses 
incidental  thereto  from  the  Cemetery  Land  Fund. 

Article  13.  Motion:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  adopt  a  resolution  requesting  the 
Legislature  to  modify  Proposition  2  1/2  by  permitting  the  town  meeting,  by  a 
2/3  vote,  to  override  any  limits  on  the  property  tax  levy,  or  take  any  other 
action  relative  thereto. 

Motion  lost.  YES  -  57       NO  -  90      TOTAL  VOTE  -147 

Article  14.  Motion:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  from  available 
funds  to  hire  a  consultant  to  assist  the  Cable  Television  Advisory  Committee 
in  reviewing  proposals  for  a  cable  television  system  in  Acton,  or  take  any 
other  action  relative  thereto. 

Voted  unanimously:     To  take  no  action. 

Meeting  adjourned  at  8:30  P.M. 

The  following  persons  served  as  tellers  at  these  meetings: 

Elsa  Collins,  Regina  Poppert,  Nancy  Howe,  Charles  Kadlec,  Sandra  Masson, 
Pamela  Resor,  John  McLaughlin,  Beatrice  Perkins,  John  Schmelzer,  Marion 
Maxwell,  Gary  Myron  Nancy  Vonderlin,  Walter  Gates. 

A  true  copy,  Attest: 

Lydia  R.  Lesure 
Town  Clerk 
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CHARTER  COMMISSION 


The  Charter  Commission  was  elected  on 
April  7,  1980;  the  election  of  the  Commission 
resulted  from  an  initiative  petition  circu- 
lated in  1979. 

The  purpose  of  the  Commission  is  to  devise 
and  propose  an  appropriate  Town  management 
structure  to  ensure  that  the  local  government 
is  orderly,  efficient,  and  responsive  to  citi- 
zen needs. 

Weekly  meetings  are  held  on  Monday  even- 
ings, starting  at  8:00  p.m.  at  the  Acton-Box- 
borough  Regional  High  School.  Advertised  pub- 
lic hearings  are  also  held  in  the  Hearing  Room 
of  the  Town  Hall.  All  meetings  are  open  to  the 
pub lie. 

The  schedule  for  the  Commission  activities 
was  established  by  law  under  the  Massachusetts 
Home  Rule  Amendment  and  applied  to  the  Acton 
Charter  Commission  as  follows: 

April  7,  1980  -  Receive  results  of  Annual 
Town  Election  (Acton  voters  select  nine  out  of 
twenty-one  candidates  to  serve  as  Charter  Com- 
missioners). 

April  14,  1980  -  Organize  and  elect  tem- 
porary officers. 

May  8,  1980  -  Elect  permanent  officers. 

May  19,  1980  -  Hold  first  of  required  pub- 
lic hearings. 

June  2,  1980  onward  -  Hold  weekly  meetings 
except  biweekly  during  July  and  August. 

Not  later  than  Aug.  7,  1981  -  Publish  a 
preliminary  report  in  a  local  newspaper.  Make 
report  available  to  registered  voters. 

Not  later  than  Sept.  4,  1981  (or  four 
weeks  following  date  of  publication  above, 
whichever  is  earlier)  -  Hold  second  of  re- 
quired public  hearings. 

Not  later  than  Oct.  7,  1981  -  Submit  final 
report  to  the  Board  of  Selectmen  for  inclusion 
as  a  referendum  question  in  the  1982  Annual 
Election  Ballot. 

Not  later  than  Mar.  26,  1982  -  Selectmen 
must  mail  copy  of  final  report  to  each  voter 
residence. 

April  5,  1982  -  Receive  results  of  Town 
Election  (simple  majority  required  for  report 
acceptance) . 

In  the  nine  months  that  the  Charter  Com- 
mission has  served,  the  following  have  been 
the  principal  events. 

The  Commission  met  with  the  following: 
Board  of  Appeals,  Board  of  Health,  Council  on 
Aging,     Conservation    Committee,     Finance  Com- 


mittee, Housing  Authority,  Library  Trustees, 
Moderator,  Planning  Board,  Selectmen,  School 
Committee,  Town  Accountant,  Town  Clerk,  Town 
Manager,  Treasurer,  Waste  Water  Management 
Committee,  and  Youth  Commission. 

The  first  of  the  two  required  public  hear- 
ings was  held  on  May  19,  1980. 

An  open  forum  debating  the  issue  of  Open 
versus  Representative  Town  Meeting  was  held  on 
October  16,  1980.  The  debaters  were  Professor 
Edward  Berger  of  Boston  University  and  Richard 
Siegel,  a  consultant  on  town  government. 

Edward  VanKeuren,  former  chairman  of  the 
Westborough  Charter  Commission,  Robert  C. 
Wood,  author  of  "Suburbia:  Its  People  and  Its 
Politics",  and  Thomas  Taylor  of  the  municipal 
law  firm  of  Ropes  and  Gray  were  our  guests. 

Former  Selectmen  John  Loring  and  William 
Sawyer  were  also  our  guests  and  assisted  in 
our  deliverations . 

The  following  have  been  the  principal  is- 
sues and  areas  of  concern  during  the  Commis- 
sion proceedings:  Fiscal  Control,  Span  of 
Control,  Organization  of  Town  Functions,  Form 
of  Town  Meeting,  Elected  vs.  Appointed  Offic- 
ers, Coordination  of  Volunteers  and  Salaried 
Personnel,  and  Appointment  Authority. 

It  has  been  the  continued  concern  of  the 
Commissioners  that  effective  Town  Government 
is  not  possible  without  citizen  participation 
at  all  levels.  For  many  it  is  continued  sur- 
veillance and  attendance  at  regular  and 
special  Town  Meetings.  For  others  it  is  dedi- 
cated service  in  the  multiplicity  of  volunteer 
positions  which  keep  programs  moving. 

An  article  for  $10,000.00  will  appear  in 
the  1981  Annual  Warrant  to  provide  for  prin- 
ting and  distribution  costs  of  the  Charter 
Commission's  Preliminary  and  Final  Reports. 
This  amount  is  a  not-to-exceed  figure.  It  is 
anticipated  that  a  lesser  amount,  based  on 
1981  estimates,  will  be  requested  at  Town 
Meeting. 

Stephen  G.  Lewis,  Chairman 
Alfred  F.  Steinhauer 
Beatrice  C.  Perkins 
Charles  M.  MacRae 
John  F.  McLaughlin 
John  E.  Ormsbee 
John  F.  Pasieka 
John  W.  Putnam 
Norman  R.  Veenstra 
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Educational  Reports 


Karen  Golembeski ,  age  11,  19  Olde  Surrey  Dr. 


(Continued  from  inside  front  cover) 


considerably  better  but  for  the  need  to  leave 
school  early  to  be  assured  a  job. 

Ray  served  as  a  signalman  on  the  USS  Pres- 
ident Hayes  in  the  Pacific  during  World  War 
II.  The  Hayes  was  a  combat  transport  widely 
known  for  its  ability  to  rapidly  unload  its 
cargo  in  hostile  areas  without  benefit  of  dock 
facilities  or  friendly  help  from  ashore. 

Ray  had  the  qualities  that  would  have 
assured  success  in  any  chosen  field.  Despite 
greater  financial  potential  elsewhere,  Ray  had 
no  doubts  about  his  commitment  to  the  field  of 
education.  After  obtaining  an  A.B.  in  History 
(1949)  and  M.  Ed.  (1950)  from  Tufts 
University,  he  came  to  Acton  to  help  others 
fulfill  their  scholastic  potential  both  by 
applying  appropriate  personal  encouragement 
and  by  helping  provide  the  best  possible  aca- 
demic environment  for  the  community. 

Though  not  a  towering  person  physically, 
Ray  became  a  giant  in  his  field.  He  earned 
the  recognition  given  him  as  the  mainspring  of 
Acton's  educational  system;  his  efforts 
extended  far  beyond  the  town.  The 
Massachusetts  Secondary  School  Principals 
Association  presented  him  with  its  Distin- 
guished Service  Award  at  its  1976  annual  meet- 
ing for  25  years  of  community  service  and  for 
serving  as  a  an  MSSPA  officer  and  committee 
chairman.  The  award  formalized  the  respect 
and  high  regard  typically  demonstrated  for  Ray 
by  his  colleagues  whenever  educators  assembled. 

Ray  earned  his  reputation  by  doing  his 
homework.  As  Superintendent  he  had  to  prepare 
for  the  weekly  meetings  of  the  School  Commit- 
tee. The  combination  of  diligent  preparation, 
and  the  insights  gained  from  the  depth  and 
breadth  of  his  past  direct  involvement  in 
Acton's  educational  efforts  gave  his  sugges- 
tions and  opinions  unique  weight.  It  was  typ- 
ical of  his  style  and  personal  standing  that 
he  was  able  to  gain  assent  from  the  Committee 
on  the  strength  of  his  promise  to  "make  it 
work". 

His  concern  with  detail  and  his  reluct- 
ance to  take  vacations  because  he  was  "too 
busy"  no  doubt  took  their  toll,  yet  Ray  would 
not  consider  any  other  way.  Apparently  he 
felt  he  could  find  the  undisturbed  "think 
time"  his  job  needed  only  by  spending  evenings 
and  weekends  in  his  office;  his  dedication  to 
the  job  would  not  allow  him  to  give  it  less. 
His  wife  Kay  does  not  take  refuge  in  the  some- 
times-expressed notion  that  Ray  gave  the  com- 
munity too  much.  She  confides  that  Ray  was 
happier  at  work  in  those  many  extra  hours, 
than  in  trying  to  relax  at  home  while  fretting 
over  tasks  yet  to  be  tackled.  She  has  no 
regrets  in  having  been  supportive  of  Ray  in 
his  efforts. 

Ray  set  a  high  standard  for  his  family; 
his  four  children  have  all  completed  college 
and  are  successfully  pursuing  varied  careers. 
Mark  is  a  Postal  Inspector  in  Washington, 
D.C.  ,  Pamela  and  William  are  in  the  insurance 
field,  and  Raymond  is  a  member  of  the  Acton 
Police  Department. 

Ray's  efforts  toward  better  education  were 
not  limited  to  his  teaching  and  his  later 
administration    of     the     A-B     School  District. 


Individual  help  and  encouragement  were  also 
typical.  On  one  occasion  he  disagreed  with  a 
college  admissions  office  that  turned  down  an 
Acton  applicant;  Ray  drove  to  the  college  and 
used  his  persuasive  powers  to  reverse  the 
initial  rejection.  Such  personal  concern  and 
involvement  were  a  natural  part  of  Ray  Grey's 
make-up . 

When  an  expansion  of  the  High  School  was 
being  considered  in  the  early  1970s,  Ray 
worked  hard  on  his  own  community  education 
effort  to  win  support  for  its  approval.  He 
attended  coffees  and  spoke  before  local 
groups;  the  expansion  was  approved.  Under  his 
guidance  the  building  design  was  made  subser- 
vient to  the  educational  needs  envisioned  by 
the  department  heads  and  teachers,  who  at- 
tempted to  look  ahead  to  the  '80s.  Plant 
flexibility  in  both  size  and  methods  of 
instruction  were  thus  incorporated,  with  the 
current  Senior  High  School  the  enviable  result. 

He  considered  a  good  library  the  heart  of 
a  good  school,  no  doubt  influenced  by  his  own 
voracious  appetite  for  reading.  Perhaps  an 
overlooked  example  of  Ray's  ability  to  blend 
the  traditional  with  the  contemporary  is  in 
the  library  area  itself.  There,  the  tradi- 
tional "books  and  papers"  concept  was  broad- 
ened to  provide  for  student  use  of  other 
media,  such  as  microfilm  and  microfiche, 
recordings,  slides,  etc.;  the  facilities  of  an 
Instructional  Media  Center  became  available 
through  the  cooperation  of  the  Audio/Visual 
Media  Department  and  the  appropriately 
dedicated  Raymond  J.  Grey  Library  in  the  new 
High  School.  The  library  has  grown  steadily 
since  it  opened  in  1973,  and  boasts  a  more 
complete  collection  of  the  N.Y.  Times  on 
microfilm  than  the  public  libraries  of  nearby 
towns.  It  houses  about  10,000  volumes;  a  mod- 
ern detection  system  is  now  in  operation,  cut- 
ting book  losses  down  to  less  than  one-tenth 
of  what  they  were  prior  to  its  installation. 

Principal  Ray  Grey  did  not  move  into  the 
new  High  School  when  it  opened  -  he  was  named 
Superintendent    of    Schools.      Perhaps    his  one 
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regret  in  becoming  Superintendent  was  the  loss 
of  day-to-day  contact  with  the  students,  and 
not  being  able  to  identify  them  by  name.  Just 
recently,  the  High  School's  Honor  Society  was 
renamed  the  Raymond  J.  Grey  Chapter  and  a 
plaque  mounted  near  the  school's  main  entrance. 

He  was  willing  to  innovate,  ready  to  lis- 
ten to  new  ideas  and  approaches,  but  at  heart 
was  a  traditionalist.  He  resisted  educational 
fads,  believed  in  a  dress  code,  good  manners, 
mutual  respect,  the  authority  of  the  teacher 
in  the  classroom,  and  strong  discipline. 

He  easily  and  gracefully  accepted  his  own 
frailties.  He  had  argued  strongly  for  a  new 
grade  school  in  Acton  in  1973  but  was  over- 
ruled. When  a  declining  student  population 
made  it  necessary  to  consider  closing  a  school 
six  years  later,  he  remarked  "I'm  glad  there 
are  people  smarter  than  I  am  on  the  School 
Committee  to  help  keep  me  out  of  trouble." 

Even  when  trying  to  relax,  Ray  worked 
hard.  As  a  charter  member  of  the  Rotary  Club, 
he  was  very  active  in  its  many  activities.  No 
doubt  he  enjoyed  and  needed  the  camaraderie 
and  outlet  it  afforded  for  his  ready  wit;  one 
cannot  help  but  suspect  that  the  Rotary's 
scholarship  program  was  also  a  motivating 
force  for  Ray's  participation. 

Ray's  most  difficult  task,  after  a  career 
of  hard  work  in  helping  build  the  educational 
system  Acton  enjoys  today,  was  in  seeing 
people  lose  jobs  as  a  result  of  the  decision 
to  close  an  elementary  school. 

He  had  his  own  style.  He  did  not  have  a 
reputation  for  delegating  responsibility,  yet 
was  one  of  the  very  few  administrators  who 
could  keep  on  top  of  the  myriad  details  of  a 
job  such  as  his.  He  remembered  not  only  the 
names  of  former  students  who  visited,  but  also 
recalled  their  post-graduate  endeavors. 

The  Raymond  J.  Grey  Memorial  Scholarship 
Fund,  started  in  March  1980,  has  derived  ben- 
efits from  fundraising  activities  and  private 
contributions.     It  now  approaches  $10,000. 

Mr.  Fran  Pratt,  who  worked  with  and  for 
Ray  as  a  teacher  and  Department  Head  for  23 
years,  is  writing  a  short  biography  of  Ray 
Grey  at  the  request  of  the  School  Committee. 

Boxborough's  Chairman  of  the  Board  of 
Selectmen  Jeanne  Kangas  summarized  the  commun- 
ity's admiration:  "He  loved  teaching  -  he 
loved  his  job.  He's  going  to  be  a  tough  act 
to  follow."  Ray  Grey's  legacy  is  perhaps  best 
reflected  in  the  achievements  of  those  who 
comprise  the  roster  of  the  Junior  and  Senior 
High  Schools  for  the  past  two  decades;  their 
testimony  is  more  eloquent  than  any  other 
available . 

Ray  Grey  Eulogy 

(The  following  are  exerpts  from  a  eulogy 
delivered  by  Reginald  Brown,  Boxborough  Town 
Moderator  and  former  member  of  the  Acton-Box- 
borough  Regional  School  Committee.) 

The  communities  of  Acton  and  Boxborough 
and  expecially  the  students  of  Acton  and 
Boxborough,  have  lost  their  best  friend.  If 
there   is  any  solace   to  be   found  at  this  diffi- 


cult time  for  his  family,  it  lies  in  the  know- 
ledge that  their  grief  is  shared  by  all  of  the 
citizens  of  two  communities  and  by  the  dedi- 
cated members  of  two  school  systems. 

Few  men  in  their  lifetime  can  claim  the 
love  and  respect  of  so  many  people  as  can  Ray 
Grey.  His  family  has  always  had  to  share  Ray 
with  all  of  us,  for  his  dedication  to  his  pos- 
itions as  teacher,  as  high  school  principal, 
and  as  Superintendent  of  Schools  demanded  an 
incredible  contribution  of  his  time  to  us.  The 
whole  school  community,  faculty  and  staff  were 
Ray  Grey's  larger  family.  We  all  share  the 
family's  grief. 

Ray  was  born  and  raised  in  Lowell,  grad- 
uated from  Keith  Academy  in  1938,  and  after  4 
years  of  duty  with  the  Navy  in  the  Pacific 
Theatre  during  World  War  II  resulting  in  a 
special  commendation,  he  entered  Tufts  College 
in  1945.  He  received  his  B.A.  in  1949,  his 
M.A.  in  1950,  and  in  1951  he  came  to  Acton  to 
teach  English  and  History  and  to  coach  basket- 
ball and  baseball  in  the  Junior  High.  In  1954 
he  was  named  Principal  of  the  Junior  High  and 
in  1957  Principal  of  the  Ac  ton-Boxborough 
Regional  High  School.  In  1973  he  accepted  the 
challenge  of  the  Super intendance  of  the  Acton 
Public  Schools  and  the  Acton-Boxborough  Re- 
gional School  District. 

When  Ray  came  to  Acton  in  1951,  the  school 
population  was  636,  including  158  in  the  high 
school  and  30  in  the  graduating  class.  The 
school  budget  was  $137,700.00.  Under  Ray's 
leadership,  the  fine  administrators  and  facul- 
ty of  the  two  districts  have  built  a  school 
system  that  is  the  envy  of  surrounding  commun- 
ities. This  is  Ray  Grey's  legacy  to  us.  His 
29  years  of  service,  dedication,  friendship, 
leadership  and  loyalty  have  built  this  legacy. 

I  am  reminded  of  Ray's  humility  in  his 
willingness  to  pick  up  substitute  teachers  who 
didn't  have  a  ride  to  school,  in  his  personal- 
ly delivering  papers  to  school  committee  and 
finance  committee  members  when  the  occasion 
warranted.  I  remember  his  deep  concern  for  the 
student  in  trouble  and  his  pride  in  the  one 
who  did  well.  The  entire  student  body  were 
family  to  Ray  Grey.  I'm  sure  everyone  in  this 
church  recalls  similar  examples  of  his  humil- 
ity and  his  humanity. 

Words  are  inadequate  to  express  the  pro- 
found loss  the  communities  of  Acton  and  Box- 
borough experienced  last  weekend.  Kay  and  the 
children  have  lost  a  beloved  husband  and  fa- 
ther. The  administration,  faculty  and  staff 
have  lost  a  highly  respected  leader  and 
friend.  The  Acton  Rotary  Club  and  the  State 
Associations  of  Superintendents  and  Principals 
have  lost  one  of  their  staunchest  members.  The 
citizens  of  Acton  and  Boxborough  lost  a  man 
who  built  the  finest  school  system  available 
for  the  education  of  their  children,  but  know 
that  those  who  succeed  him  will  be  true  to 
their  heritage.  It  is  very  difficult  for  all 
of  us  to  accept  our  loss,  but  no  one  will 
leave  a  better  heritage  than  Ray  Grey. 

Dear  Lord,  Ray  has  given  his  last  full 
measure  of  devotion  to  us;  we  know  he  is  now 
at  rest  with  you.  Amen. 
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Acton  Public  Schools 


Acton-Boxborough  Regional  School  District 


ORGANIZATION 


ACTON  SCHOOL  COMMITTEE 


Robert  Evans 
F.  Dore  Hunter 
Cynthia  Kramer 
Sue  Grolnic 
Anne  Ridley 
Sally  Campbell 


Term  Expires 
1901 
1981 
1982 
1982 
1983 
1983 


ACTON  BOXBOROUGH 
REGIONAL  DISTRICT  SCHOOL  COMMITTEE 

Term  Expires 
Robert  Evans  1981 
F.  Dore  Hunter  1981 
Cynthia  Kramer  1982 
Sue  Grolnic  1982 
Anne  Ridley  1983 
Sally  Campbell  1983 
Dennis  Kuipers  1981 
Bruce  Blake  1982 
John  Herrmann  198  3 

The  Acton  School  Committee  holds  regular 
meetings  on  the  second  Thursday  of  each  month, 
and  the  Ac ton-Boxoborough  Regional  District 
School  Committee  meets  regularly  on  the  first 
Thursday  of  each  month.  Both  groups  convene 
at  the  Acton-Boxborough  Regional  Senior  High 
School  Music  Room  at  7:30  P.M. 

ADMINISTRATORS  Telephone 

Superintendent  of  Schools, 

Robert  E.  Kessler  263-9503 
Assistant  Superintendent, 

Gary  G.  Baker  263-9503 
Business  Manager  and 

Regional  Treasurer, 

Douglas  W.  Barrus  263-3403 
Principals 

Conant  School,  Joan  M.  Little  263-7407 

Douglas  School,  Robet  C.  Conroy  263-2753 

Gates  School,  James  Palavras  263-9162 

Merriam  School,  William  Sparks  263-2581 
McCarthy-Towne  School, 

Parker  Damon  263-4982 
Junior  High  School, 

Clifford  A.  Card  263-7716 

James  C.  Chase,  Vice  Principal  263-7716 


Senior  High  School,   Lawrence  McNulty  263-0210 

Donald  MacLeod,  Vice  Principal  263-7738 

Francis  Riley,  Vice  Pricipal  263-7738 

Coordinator      of      Pupil      Personnel  Services, 

William  J.  Petkewich  263-5091 
Coordinator  of  Fine  Arts, 

Henry  W.  Wegiel  263-3562 
Coordinator  of  Buildings  and  Grounds, 

Cornelius  M.  Casey  263-5272 

TENTATIVE  SCHOOL  CALENDAR 


Reopening  of  Schools 

January  5, 

1981 

Martin  Luther  King  Day 

January  15 

Winter  Vacation 

February  16 

-20 

Good  Friday  (1/2  day) 

April  17 

Spring  Vacation 

April  20-24 

Memorial  Day 

May  25 

Gradua  t  ion 

May  29 

Close  of  Schools* 

June  15 

Summer  Recess 

Reopening  of  Schools 

September  9 

Columbus  Day 

October  12 

Veterans'  Day 

November  11 

Thanksgiving  Recess 

November 26- 

27 

Christmas  Holidays 

December  24 

January  1 , 

1982 

Reopening  of  Schools 

January  4, 

1982 

Martin  Luther  King  Day 

January  15 

Winter  Vacation 

February  22 

-26 

Good  Friday   (1/2  day) 

April  9 

Spring  Vacation 

April  19-2  3 

Memorial  Day 

May  31 

Graduation 

June  4 

Close  Schools* 

June 

*If  no  days  lost  due  to 

inclement  weather 

NO  SCHOOL 

SIGNAL 

2-2-2-2 

6:30  A.M. 

No  school  ABRSD  All  Day 

1-1-1-1 

7:15  A.M. 

No  School  Acton  Public  Schools 

Grades  K-6  All  Day 

2-2-2-2 

7:00  A.M. 

No  School  All  Schools  All  Day 

Announcements  aired  on:  WBZ  -  10:30  AM 
Dial:  WHDH  -  850  AM  Dial;  WCVB-TV,  Channel  5; 
WEIM  Fitchburg  -  starting  at  6:00  A.M. 


Report  of  The 
Superintendent  of  Schools 


Dr.  Robert  E.  Kessler 

Although    it    is    clearly    impossible    to    re-  such    as    ours,    my    hope    is    that  what  follows 

count,    in   one    short   notice,    all    the    achieve-  will  give  a  clear  picture  of   the  Acton  schools 

ments,    problems    and    plans    of   a    school    system  in    1980,    a    frank    statement    of  the  problems 
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which  challenge  us  and  a  realistic  picture  of 
our  objectives   for  the  future. 

Schools  thrive  and  grow  not  only  through 
the  work  and  creativity  of  a  dedicated  staff, 
but  also  through  the  cooperation  of  the  people 
whose  ties  to  the  schools  are  not  limited  to 
financial  support  alone. 

Proposition  2  1/2  passed  in  spite  of  what 
I  thought  was  a  fair,  high  level  and  consist- 
ent effort  to  present  the  facts  to  any  people 
who  would  listen.  Many  contributed  to  this 
effort  although  Anne  Ridley,  Dore '  Hunter, 
Francine  Leiboff  and  Cathy  Smith  deserve  spec- 
ial mention  for  the  significant  amounts  of 
time  they  each  gave.  We  were  also  most  for- 
tunate in  having  School  Committees  which  did 
not  equivocate  but  instead  publicly  stated 
their  position  against  Proposition  2  1/2. 

The  greatest  impact  on  our  system  in  the 
first  year  will  be  the  reduction  of  monies 
raised  for  local  use  through  the  "motor  ve- 
hicle excise  excise  tax."  If  we  are  to  remain 
fiscally  prudent,  a  reduction  in  revenue  will 
require  retrenchments.  I  recognize  that  ret- 
renchments are  never  pleasant  and  are  often 
criticized,  thus  we  intend  to  proceed  with  a 
rational  and  open  process,  involving  people  as 
we  progress,  to  determine  the  retrenchments 
which  will  minimize  the  negative  effect  on  the 
operation  of  the  school  systems. 

Despite  Proposition  2  1/2,  we  intend  to 
move  forward  to  identify  areas  of  needed  im- 
provement and  to  develop  objectives  that  ad- 
dress those  needs.  Although  Proposition  2  1/2 
will  make  it  more  difficult  to  achieve  some  of 
our  objectives,  we  still  intend  to  proceed 
with  the  resources  we  will  have.  What  follows 
is  an  outline  of  those  objectives  within  the 
major  categories  of  educational  program  im- 
provement, organizational  strengthening  and 
capacity  building  and  public  accountability. 

Educational  Program  Improvement 
Implement    the    plans    for    Basic    Skills  Im- 
provement   Policy    in    reading,    mathematics  and 
writing,    and   complete    the    first    annual  report 
forms . 

Seek  renewal  of  grant  programs  that  the 
school  system  now  operates  by  meeting  dead- 
lines as  established  by  State  and  Federal 
guidelines  for  submitting,  reporting  and  eval- 
uating projects  and  grants. 

Continue  to  refine,  develop  and  analyze 
programs  for  the  gifted  and  talented  and  de- 
velop policy  and  procedures  for  such  a  program 
in  the  Acton  and  Ac ton-Boxborough  systems. 

Supervise  selection  and  administration  of 
new  standardized  achievement  test,  review  ex- 
isting student  evaluation  program  as  a  start- 
ing point  for  developing  and  implementing  a 
comprehensive  student  evaluation  system  K-12. 

Develop  procedures  for  a  professional  de- 
velopment program  at  the  system,  building  and 
individual  levels. 

Organizational  Strengthening 
and  Capacity  Building 
Develop    and    implement    guidelines    for  the 
continual    review    and    development    of  School 
Committee  policy  and  administrative  procedures. 
Design,   write  and  coordinate   production  of 


internal  staff  faculty  newsletter  to  be  issued 
once  a  month  plus  no  less  than  5  special  is- 
sues . 

Comprehensively  study  the  telephone  com- 
munication system  and  develop  proposal  for 
most  efficient  and  cost  effective  telephone 
network . 

Develop  an  accountability  model  based  on 
position  descriptions  as  the  measure  of  job 
performance  using  an  MBO  system  to  implement, 
teach  and  monitor  progress  of  administrators 
and  non-certified  staff. 

Develop  and  implement  a  school  plant  man- 
agement system  which  will  provide  a  favorable 
environment  for  learning. 

Develop  and  implement  a  school  bus  trans- 
portation system  consistent  with  the  minimum 
state  mileage  requirements  between  a  child's 
residence  and  the  school  he/she  is  entitled  to 
attend. 

Develop  and  implement  budget  preparation 
procedures  to  meet  the  limits  of  "2  1/2"  and 
to  minimize  the  negative  impact  on  educational 
programs . 

Develop,  refine  and  implement  an  effective 
central  office  structure  emphasizing  involve- 
ment of  and  back-up  suport  for  the  staff,  and 
including  an  organizational  chart  and  position 
descriptions . 

Establish  policy  and  procedures  for  the 
recruitment,  selection,  induction/termination, 
development  and  appraisal  of  all  personnel. 

Review  existing  and  implement  new  study 
record-keeping  policy  to  include  microfilming 
and  greater  compliance  with  Family  Educational 
Rights  and  Privacy  Act  of  1974. 

Develop  and  implement  an  effective 
Merr iam/Douglas  merger  to  include:  (a)  reas- 
signment of  staff  and  students;  (b)  redistri- 
bution of  furniture,  equipment  and  materials. 

Develop  and  implement  a  budget  preparation 
and  monitoring  system  which  will  include 
planned,  programmed  budgeting  (PPBS)  tech- 
niques, procedure  timelines,  responsibilities 
and  forms  for  budget  requests,  and  involvement 
and  workshops  at  all  levels  of  responsibility. 

Refine,  develop  and  implement  personnel 
policy  and  procedure  to  include  the  following: 
(a)  updated  position  descriptions  for  certifi- 
cated and  non-certificated  personnel;  (b) 
handbook  for  professional  staff;  (c)  handbook 
for  custodial  and  maintenance  staff;  (d)  hand- 
book for  secretarial  staff;  (e)  computer 
printouts  for  State  reports. 

Develop  and  implement  a  computer  system  of 
selected  programs  using  PDP11-34A  or  microcom- 
puter to  include:  (a)  modification  of  existing 
program;  (b)  payroll  function;  (d)  budget  and 
accounting  programs  -  expense  ledger,  purchase 
orders,  claims,  receipts;  (d)  personnel  master 
file;  (e)  contract  computation  and  printing; 
(f)  inventory  control  system  and  programs;  (g) 
student  and  program  evaluation  system;  (h)  at- 
tendance and  grade  reporting;  (i)  analyze  the 
financial  aspects  of  the  school  lunch  program 
and  make  recommendations  for  improvement. 

Public  Accountability 
Design,   write   and  coordinate   production  of 
a  community   newsletter   to  be    issues    six  times 
during  the  school  year. 
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Develop  and  implemenc  a  5-year  plan  for 
prudent  use  of  capital  improvements  funds  to 
include:  (a)  physical  plant  and  site  needs  in- 
cluding handicap  requirements  and  energy 
audit;  (b)  building  diagrams;  (c)  timelines: 
(d)  priority  listing;  (e)  projected  costs;  (f) 
equipment  inventory  and  replacement. 

Develop  model  for  addressing  declining  en- 
rollment . 


Design,  edit  and  coordinate  production  of 
school  system  annual  report  to  be  included  in 
Town  Report. 

Design  and  produce  information  packet  on 
schools  and  community  to  be  issued  to  new  res- 
idents and  prospective  employees. 


Report  of  The  Assistant 
Superintendent  For 
Curriculum  and  Instruction 


Dr.   Gary  G.  Baker 


Change  is  sometimes  what  we  make  happen 
for  what  we  believe  to  be  the  better.  It  is 
also  sometimes  what  happens  to  us,  whether  for 
better  or  worse.  A  number  of  changes  have 
come  about  in  1980  that  have  forced  educators 
in  Acton  to  assess  where  our  schools  are  in 
their  development  and  what  priorities  we  have 
for  the  future. 

Certainly,  Raymond  Grey's  death  on  March 
21,  1980  shocked  us  all.  Mr.  Grey  was  the 
heart  and  soul  of  the  schools  in  Acton  for 
over  25  years.  His  passing  left  a  void  of 
dedicated  leadership,  integrity  and  persever- 
ance that  we  all  felt  profoundly.  We  carried 
on  as  best  we  could,  maintaining  what  Mr.  Grey 
had  left  us  and  moving  on  to  cope  with  new  is- 
sues and  bringing  about  refinements  in  ways  we 
thought  he  would  have  approved. 

The  School  Committee,  administrators, 
teaching  staff  representatives  and  citizen 
representatives  formed  a  search  committee  to 
find  a  new  superintendent  soon  after  Mr. 
Grey's  death.  The  process  was  thorough  and 
far-reaching,  as  154  candidates  from  all  parts 
of  the  country  applied  for  the  position.  We 
have  found  in  our  new  Superintendent,  Dr. 
Robert  E.  Kessler,  a  man  whose  broad  experi- 
ence, organizational  skills  and  energetic 
drive  will  help  us  to  mold  a  new  era  of  educa- 
tion in  Acton  where  we  are  learning  how  to 
cope  with  fewer  students  (101  fewer  in  the 
Acton  Public  Schools  from  October  1979  to  Oc- 
tober 1980  for  a  4.6%  decline)  and  less  rev- 
enue with  the  advent  of  Proposition  2  1/2. 

The  challenge  of  Proposition  2  1/2  will 
make  us  all  contemplate  what  the  essentials  of 
education  are.  A  coalition  of  educational  or- 
ganizations described  them  well: 

"Educators  agree  that  the  overarching  goal 
of  education  is  to  develop  informed,  thinking 
citizens  capable  of  participating  in  both  do- 
mestic and  world  affairs.  The  development  of 
such  citizens  depends  not  only  upon  education 
for  citizenship,  but  also  other  essentials  of 
education  shared  by  all  subjects. 

The  interdependence  of  skills  and  content 
is  the  central  concept  of  the  essentials  of 
educations.  Skills  and  abilities  do  not  grow 
in  isolation  from  content.  In  all  subjects, 
students  develop  skills  in  using  language  and 
other  symbol  systems;    they  develop  the  ability 


to  reason;  they  undergo  experiences  that  lead 
to  emotional  and  social  maturity.  Students 
master  these  skills  and  abilities  through  ob- 
serving, listening,  reading,  talking,  and 
writing  about  science,  mathematics,  history 
and  the  social  sciences,  the  arts  and  other 
aspects  of  our  intellectual,  social  and  cul- 
tural heritage.  As  they  learn  about  their 
world  and  its  heritage,  they  necessarily  deep- 
en their  skills  in  language  and  reasoning  and 
acquire  the  basis  for  emotional,  aesthetic  and 
social  growth.  They  also  become  aware  of  the 
world  around  them  and  develop  an  understanding 
and  appreciation  of  the  interdependence  of  the 
many  facets  of  that  world. 

More  specifically  the  essentials  of  educa- 
tion include  the  ability  to  use  langugage,  to 
think,  and  to  communicate  effectively;  to  use 
mathematical  knowledge  and  methods  to  solve 
problems;  to  reason  logically;  to  use  abstrac- 
tions and  symbols  with  power  and  ease;  to  ap- 
ply and  to  understand  scientific  knowledge  and 
methods;  to  make  use  of  technology  and  to  un- 
derstand its  limitations;  to  express  oneself 
through  the  arts  and  to  understand  the  artis- 
tic expressions  of  other;  to  understand  other 
languages  and  cultures;  to  understand  spatial 
relationships;  to  apply  knowledge  about 
health,  nutrition,  and  physical  activity;  to 
acquire  the  capacity  to  meet  unexpected  chal- 
lenges; to  make  informed  value  judgments;  to 
recognize  and  to  use  one's  full  learning  po- 
tential; and  to  prepare  to  go  on  learning  for 
a  lifetime." 

Whether  we  will  be  able  to  continue  to 
teach  the  essentials  of  education  under  Propo- 
sition 2  1/2  has  yet  to  be  determined.  The 
extent  to  which  those  essentials  may  be  under- 
mined will  reflect  the  extent  to  which  we  will 
regress  as  an  educated  community. 

In  any  case,  in  1980  we  acted  on  the  as- 
sumption based  in  part  on  a  unanimously  sup- 
portive Town  Meeting  vote  for  the  school  bud- 
get, that  people  in  Acton  want  a  superior 
educational  program.  Some  of  the  new  develop- 
ments in  the  educational  program  were:  the 
development  of  an  elementary  science  evalua- 
tion program;  the  creation  of  "A  Handbook  for 
Teaching  Computer  Literacy";  a  new  curriculum 
for  our  academically  talented  students  in 
which    advanced    interdisciplinary    concepts  and 
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skills  are  developed;  the  implementation  of 
the  Junior  Great  Books  literature  program 
through  an  in-service  program  for  teachers  and 
appropriate  book  purchases- 
Support  for  such  developments  is  the  life- 
blood  of  an  educational  system  and  its  staff. 
It   is   important   that  it  continue. 

We  are,  of  course,  also  in  the  process  of 
carrying  out  the  -state's  Basic  Skills  Improve- 
ment Policy  with  testing  and  remedial  programs 
planned  for  grades  3  and  5.  Results  will  be 
reported   in  August,  1981. 

Innovat iveness  has  been  allowed  through 
our  federally  funded  Basic  Challenge  and 
Teaching  and  Learning  About  Aging  projects  in 
which  we  respectively  explore  the  effective- 
ness of  new  methods  for  teaching  basic  skills 
and  the  development  of  an  understanding  of  an 
empathy  for  the  aging  process. 

At  this  date,  the  merger  of  the  Douglas 
and  Merriam  Schools,   a  reflection  of  a  decline 


of  our  student  population  over  the  last  six 
years,  has  been  proceeding  smoothly.  The  sup- 
port and  involvement  of  parents  and  teachers 
and  the  hard  work  and  thoughtful  planning  of 
the  School  Committee  have  helped  make  that 
process  successful. 

The  Acton  Public  School  have  been  provid- 
ing excellent  educational  programs  with  rela- 
tively moderate  budgets  for  some  time.  Evi- 
dence for  this  can  be  found  in  test  results  in 
which  Acton  grade  6  reading  test  scores  were 
the  highest  of  60  Eastern  Massachusetts  com- 
munities surveyed  by  the  Boston  Globe  in  June, 
1980  and  yet  Acton  was  31st  per  pupil  expendi- 
tures. Results  from  the  Comprehensive  Tests 
of  Basic  Skills  show  that  Acton  students  are  2 
to  3  years  above  the  grade  equivalent  national 
average . 

We  will  strive  to  continue  such  excellence 
despite  budget  reductions. 


Mr. 


In  the  Acton  Elementary  Schools,  many  Fine 
Arts  activities  were  enjoyed  by  both  parents 
and  students  this  past  year.  In  addition  to 
the  art  and  music  activities  taught  in  the 
classroom,  students  also  had  the  opportunity 
to  perform  in  school  plays  and  concerts  and 
participate    creatively    in    programs  presented 


Fine  Arts  Department 

Henry  W.  Wegiel 


by  the  "Adventures  in  Music"  Concert  Series 
here  in  Acton. 

The  school  community  was  saddened  last 
April  by  the  sudden  death  of  Jeanne  DeBaggis, 
music  specialist  at  the  Gates  and  Douglas 
Schools . 


Report  of  The  Coordinator 
of  Pupil  Personnel  Services 


Mr.  William  Petkewich 


During  1980  the  Pupil  Personnel  Depart- 
ments -  Counseling,  Career  Education,  Health 
Services,  Remedial  and  Developmental  Reading, 
Special  Education,  Speech  and  Language,  and 
Bi-Lingual  Instruction  Services  -  have  contin- 
ued to  provide  individualized  instructional 
and  support  services  to  students  throughout 
the  School  Districts. 

In  addition  to  the  usual  services  and  ac- 
tivities, members  of  the  staff  have  been  in- 
volved in  several  significant  activities. 

These  include: 

1.  Reorganization  -  In  September  the 
School  Committee  accepted  a  reorganization 
of  the  Pupil  Personnel  Services  which 
abolished  Kindergarten  through  Grade  12 
Learning  Disabilities  and  Special  Educa- 
tion Departments,  and  established  Element- 
ary and  Secondary  Special  Education  De- 
partments. The  reorganization  also  en- 
dorsed earlier  administrative  action  which 
had  assigned  responsibility  for  Bilingual 
Instruction  and  Career  Education  to  Pupil 
Personnel  Services. 

2.  Program    Reductions    -    As    a    result  of 


fiscal  constraints,  elements  of  two  pro- 
grams were  cut  back  at  the  end  of  the 
1979-80  school  year.  One  special  educa- 
tion resource  room  program  (2  staff)  at 
the  elementary  level  and  the  Career  Educa- 
tion Specialist  at  the  high  school  were 
eliminated. 

3.  Douglas/Merriam  Merger  -  Pupil  Person- 
nel Services  staff  members  have  spent  some 
time  in  assisting  in  planning  for  services 
to  children  with  special  needs  under  the 
plans  for  the  merger.  This  activity  has 
included  the  development  of  recommenda- 
tions for  staffing  and  required  space 
allocation.  Merger  of  specialized  curric- 
ulum and  program  offerings  will  be  devel- 
oped during  the  Spring  of  1980. 

4.  Pupil  Personnel  Advisory  Council  -  An 
Advisory  Council  composed  of  interested 
parents  and  staff  was  established  during 
the  Fall  of  1980.  The  purpose  of  this 
group  is  to  serve  as  a  communication  link 
between  the  school  and  the  community  and 
to  provide  a  broad  base  of  opinion  in  the 
area  of  program  development. 
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A  major  concern  of  all  staff  is  related  to 
the  school's  ability  to  continue  with  the  pro- 
visions of  an  adequate  level  of  services  under 
current  budgetary  restrictions. 

During  the  next  year  the  emphasis  of  the 
Pupil  Personnel  Services  staff  will  be  on  the 
most  efficient  provision  of  required  services 
with  a  reduced  staff. 

The  development  of  the  Advisory  Council  as 
a  school/program  resource  will  also  be  a  pri- 
ority. 

A  smooth  implementation  of  the  transition 
related  to  the  school  merger  will  be  addressed. 

The  development  of  a  unified  student  re- 
cords system  and  related  procedures  will  be 
completed  during  this  year. 

Several  of  the  Pupil  Personnel  Services 
Departments  have  listed  their  accomplishments 
and  concerns.     They  are  as  follows: 

Counseling 

The  Counseling  Department  (K-12)  has  or- 
ganized and  led  Parent  Study /Discuss ion  groups 
for  community  members  and  co-sponsored  a  pre- 
sentation on  the  role  of  the  counselor  with 
the  League  of  Women  Voters.  Both  were  enthus- 
iastically received. 

Peer  Counseling,  Big  Brother/Big  Sister 
and  Teacher  Aide  Programs  have  merged  under 
the  umbrella  of  Program  S.H.A.R.E. 

Elementary  counselors  have  begun  plans  for 
meeting  the  needs  of  an  influx  of  students  at 
Merriam/Douglas  and  the  transition  concerns 
resulting  from  the  Conant  School's  large  num- 
ber of  sixth  graders. 

The  McCarthy-Towne  program,  Group  Counsel- 
ing for  Children  from  Split  Families,  run  by 
Karen  Walker  was  chosen  as  a  model  by  the 
State  Department  of  Education. 

The  Department  has  concerns  about  meeting 
the  needs  of  an  increasing  caseload-a  result 
of  expanded  community  knowledge  of  services. 
The  recent  elimination  of  our  Career  Planning 
Specialist  has  added  to  the  burden  of  second- 
ary counselors.  With  community  and  adminis- 
tration input,  counselors  will  be  looking  more 
to  prioritizing  services  among  their  three 
constituencies-students,   parents,  and  staff. 

Reading 

During  the  past  year,  275  children  re- 
ceived direct  instruction  and  remediation  in 
reading  skills  at  Conant,  Douglas,  Gates  and 
Merriam  Schools.  In  addition,  the  reading 
specialists  evaluated  other  students'  reading 
progress  and  helped  to  direct  their  reading 
programs  within  the  classroom. 

To  foster  an  interest  and  greater  aware- 
ness of  reading,  a  variety  of  activities  were 
scheduled  throughout  the  year.  The  Junior 
Great  Books  Program  was  implemented,  wherein 
students  were  encouraged  to  read  and  discuss 
good  literature.  Children's  Book  Week  was  ob- 
served with  special  projects  such  as  a  pup- 
petry demonstration,  book  swap,  sustained 
silent  reading  and  a  visit  to  the  Gates  School 
by  poet,  David  McCord. 

Members  of  the  reading  department  worked 
on  committees  at  both  the  elementary  and  sec- 
ondary levels  to  plan  for  the  state's  basic 
competency  testing  in  reading  which  will  begin 
in  March,  1981. 


In  the  future,  we  hope  to  begin  a  program 
of  remediation  for  those  students  who  fail 
basic  competency  testing.  We  shall  plan  spec- 
ial programs  and  events  to  increase  an  inter- 
est in  reading  and  in-service  activities  to 
help  classroom  teachers  with  reading  problems. 

Elementary  Special  Education 
The  special  education  staff  at  the  ele- 
mentary level  worked  together  to  discuss  and 
resolve  specific  problems  concerning  student 
program  and  plans  that  the  various  specialists 
identified,  and  brought  forward.  They  also  met 
monthly  with  Dr.  Michael  Singer,  of  Eliot  Men- 
tal Health  Center,  to  discuss  topics  of  con- 
cern such  as  stress,  the  up-coming  school 
merger  and  dealing  with  specific  problem  areas 
of  abuse  and  neglect  and  changing  life  styles 
of  families  and  the  effect  on  special  needs 
students . 

The  staff  arranged  for  a  workshop  directed 
by  Mrs.  Mary  Bimbo,  Occupational  Therapist 
from  Hingham.  Other  specialists  and  regular 
teachers  participated  in  this  outstanding  pro- 
gram. 

Most  elementary  specialists  are  partici- 
pating in  one  of  the  inservice  programs  of- 
fered this  year:  "Commonwealth  Institute  and 
the  Developmentally  Delayed  Child",  or  the 
"Math  In-Service  Program. 

Concerns 

Given  the  current  budgetary  restrictions, 
staff  members  are  concerned  about  the  direc- 
tion of  special  education  programs,  not  only 
availability  of  services,  but  the  type  of  ser- 
vice -  resource  room  as  opposed  to  the  self- 
contained  special  class.  They  are  also  con- 
cerned with  the  amount  of  time  required  for 
paper  work  associated  with  their  programs  in 
preparation  of  plans  and  quarterly  reports. 

Future  Plans 
Staff  plans  for  the  coming  year  respond  to 
their  concerns.  The  department  plans  to  meet 
with  Mr.  Petkewich  to  discuss  the  direction  of 
the  department,  to  explore  needs  and  to  pro- 
pose modifications  in  providing  services  to 
children.  They  plan  to  brainstorm,  try  out 
various  suggestions  and  to  propose  specific 
suggestions  for  more  efficiency  in  handling 
plans  and  reports.  Sub-committees  will  be 
formed  to  work  on  portions  of  the  proposal  as 
required . 

Staff  members  plan  to  develop  and  imple- 
ment a  materials-sharing  system  for  tests  and 
certain  materials  that  are  not  needed  on  a 
daily  basis.  They  also  plan  to  use  their  meet- 
ing time  to  learn  from  each  other,  those  areas 
of  interest  each  has  pursued  and  developed, 
such  as  curriculum  for  study  skills,  tech- 
niques for  teaching  specific  subject  areas, 
(e.g.  math,  written  language)  and  new  testing 
procedures . 

Speech  and  Language  Department 
The  Speech  and  Language  Department  of  APS 
and  A-B  Regional  Schools  completed  their  five 
year  reaccreditation  process  with  the  American 
Speech-Language-Hearing  Association  this  past 
year.  A  comprehensive  self-evaluation  was  done 
by  the  department  staff  and  a  national  accred- 
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itation  team  visited  the  schools  for  two  days 
to  verify  information  reported.  Following  the 
site  visit,  the  Professional  Standards  Board 
awarded  the  department  a  five-year  reaccredi- 
tation,  commending  the  staff  for  their  high 
quality  service  to  speech  and  language  by  the 
Department  Chairperson  reporting  the  activi- 
ties and  work  of  the  department. 

A  year  long  in-service  course  for  depart- 
ment members  was  completed.  The  course  was 
proposed  by  the  department  with  assistance 
from  Boston  University  staff  and  funded  under 
a  grant  from  the  Bureau  for  the  Education  of 
the   Handicapped.    Over   45   hours    of  instruction 


was  provided  (valued  at  $2000)  for  department 
members  and  selected  other  staff. 

This  Fall  the  department  sponsored  an 
evening  program  for  parents  of  young  children 
in  the  community.  The  program,  "Talk  With  Your 
Child",  provided  background  information  on 
speech  and  language  development  and  practical 
training  for  parents  of  how  they  may  assist 
their  children  in  the  developmental  process. 

The  department  staff  has  remained  stable 
during  the  year  with  the  exception  of  Mrs. 
Jane  Zimmerman  going  on  maternity  leave  this 
Fall.  Ms.  Cynthia  Mate  has  assumed  those  re- 
sponsibilities at  the  Gates  School. 


Reports  of  the 
Mrs.  Joan  M.  Little,  Conant  School 

The    following    is    a    list    of    Conant  School 
acompl ishments  attained  in  1980: 

1.  The  Holt  Data  Bank  Social  Studies  program, 
an  inquiry  process  oriented  approach  to 
the  development  of  social  science  con- 
cepts, adopted  by  the  school  system,  was 
implemented  successfully  in  grades  1-6. 

2.  The  MacMillan  Series  R  reading  program  was 
introduced  to  grades  1-6.  This  reading 
series  replaced  the  Ginn  program  in  the 
primary  grades  and  provided  an  alternative 
program  for  intermediate  grades. 

3.  The  Merrill  Spelling  program,  adopted  by 
other  Acton  schools,  emphasizing  language 
and  writing  skills,  was  introduced  in 
grades  3-6. 

4.  An  English  as  a  Second  Language  Program 
was  implemented  for  the  first  time  in  the 
elementary  schools.  Non-English  speaking 
children  were  assigned  to  the  Conant 
School  so  that  they  could  receive  this  im- 
portant instruction  in  their  new  language. 
Fourteen  students  have  participated  in  the 
program.  Native  languages  include  Arabic, 
Japanese,  French,  Russian,  Vietnamese, 
German,  Hindi,  and  Korean. 

5.  A  Resource  Room  for  primary  students  was 
transferred  from  the  Gates  School  to  Con- 
ant in  September  1979.  Serving  9  students 
during  the  1979-80  school  year,  the  pro- 
gram expanded  in  September  and  is  present- 
ly providing  special  instruction  in  read- 
ing, language,  math,  fine  motor  and  visual 
skills  for  13  students,  some  of  whom  have 
been  transferred  to  Conant  in  order  to 
participate  in  the  Resource  Room  program. 

6.  Conant  qualified  for  Title  I  funding  for 
the  first  time  in  1979-80.  The  Title  I 
program,  begun  in  September  of  1979,  con- 
tinues to  provide  tutorial  instruction  in 
Reading  and  Math  for  Conant  students. 

7.  Conant  continues  to  participate  in  Project 
Fusion,  Fitchburg  State  College's  pre-in- 
ternship  program  for  college  juniors.  Now 
in  its  third  year,  the  program  provides 
educational  experience  for  the  college 
students,  while  insuring  tutorial  and 
independent  study  advantages  for  Conant 
teachers . 

8.  Conant     fifth     graders     participated     in  a 
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highly  successful  week  long  environmental 
education  program  at  Camp  Chewonki.  Unlike 
other  environmental  programs,  the  living 
quarters  at  Camp  Chewonki  are  in  the  form 
of  "encampments"  which  require  that  stu- 
dents and  adults  live  in  tents  and  prepare 
their  own  meals,  thus  totally  immersing 
the  students  in  the  environmental  experi- 
ence. 

9.  Evening  parent  programs  sponsored  by  the 
Conant  PTO  provided  parents  with  important 
information  about  school  bus  safety,  the 
understanding  and  application  of  disci- 
pline, and  reading;  the  process,  how  chil- 
dren's learning  styles  influence  the  way 
we  teach,  and  parents'  role  in  children's 
learning. 

10.  Conant  PTO  fund  raisers,  the  Annual  Ice 
Cream  Carnival,  Monthly  Children's  Movies 
and  the  Conant  Auction  raised  funds  for 
the  school  while  providing  entertainment 
for  all  who  participated. 

11.  Parents  joined  their  children  for  lunch  at 
the  Get  Acquainted  Picnic,  Parent  Visita- 
tion Day  and  Field  Day,  all  enjoyable 
occasions  which  provided  them  with  an  op- 
portunity to  get  to  know  their  child's 
teacher,  become  familiar  with  their 
child's  program  and  cheer  all  on  to  vic- 
tory during  field  day  activities. 

12.  Conant  is  presently  making  plans  to  wel- 
come the  sixth  graders  from  the  Douglas 
and  Merriam  Schools  for  the  1981-82  school 
year  and  to  make  the  year  that  these  stu- 
dents spend  at  Conant  a  positive  and  happy 
experience . 

Mr.  Robert  Conroy,  Douglas  School 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  Douglas 
School  accomplishments  for  1980,  as  well  as 
challenges  and  plans  for  the  future: 

1.  Prepared  for  the  merging  of  the  Merriam 
and  Douglas  Schools. 

2.  Introduced  the  Micro-computer  to  the 
fourth,   fifth  and  sixth  grades. 

3.  Expanded  services  for  individual  educa- 
tional needs. 

4.  Participated  in  a  new  program  for  academ- 
ically talented  students. 

5.  Piloted  the  1980  Holt  Reading  Program. 

6.  Expanded  the  Big  Brother,  Big  Sister  Pro- 
gram. 
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Challenges  for  the  future: 

1.  Maintain  excellence  with  diminishing  re- 
sources. 

2.  Merge  the  students,  staff,  and  programs  of 
the  Merriam  and  Douglas  Schools. 

3.  Develop  computer  literacy  and  staff  util- 
ization of  communications  technology. 

4.  Revise  the  Language  Arts  Program  and  im- 
plement desirable  changes. 

Plans : 

1.  Foster  communication  and  positive  interac- 
tion between  Merriam  and  Douglas  communi- 
ties . 

2.  Identify  needs  and  develop  plans  for 
greater  utilization  of  the  micro-computer 
for  management  and  instruction. 

Mr.  James  Palavras,  Gates  School 

The  following  is  a  list  of  Gates  School 
accomplishments  for  1980: 

1.  The  third  annual  Ice  Cream  Social  and  Cake 
Walk  sponsored  by  the  Parent-Teacher  Ad- 
visory Committee. 

2.  Parents'  Night  in  September. 

3.  Grade  6  Science  Fair. 

4.  The  fifth  annual  Balloon  Launch,  a  re- 
leasing of  500  helium-filled  balloons  with 
self-addressed  postcards.  This  was  fol- 
lowed by  a  school-wide  mini-marathon. 

5.  The  continuation  of  Title  I  federally  sub- 
sidized program  providing  for  tutorial 
services  in  reading  and  math. 

6.  A  week-long  environmental  education  pro- 
gram at  Sargent  Camp,  Peterborough,  N.H. 
attended  by  the  fifth  grade. 

7.  A  musical  tribute  and  dedication  of  the 
school  stage  in  honor  of  Mrs.  Jeanne 
DeBaggis,  former  music  teacher  at  the 
Gates  School. 

8.  Student  teacher  program  affiliation  with 
Fitchburg  State  College. 

9.  Numerous  school-wide  activities  sponsored 
by  the  Student  Council. 

10.  Publication  of  four  issues  of  the  "Great 
Gates  Times",  our  school  newspaper. 

11.  Expansion  of  Project  Challenge  (Physical 
Education)  utilizing  outdoor  constructed 
climbing  course. 

12.  Curriculum     Information     Program  (Science 
and  Math)  for  parents  conducted  in  October. 
There    is    great    concern    regarding    the  po- 
tential  impact  of  Proposition   2   1/2  on  school 
services . 

Dr.   J.   Parker  Damon,  McCar thy-Towne  School 

Accomplishments 
The  school  community  has  welcomed  and  as- 
similated a  variety  of  new-to-the-school  per- 
sonnel and  programs:  6  classroom  teachers,  3 
classroom  aides,  2  part-time  specialists,  3 
part-time  consultants;  a  special  education 
program  from  within  Acton  plus  another  from 
outside  serving  the  needs  of  the  C.A.S.E.  com- 
munities. Two  of  the  faculty  were  hired  during 
the  course  of  the  school  year  in  a  process 
that  involved  parents  and  resulted  in  minimal 
disruption  to  the  educational  programs  of  the 
students  in  those  classrooms.  The  music  pro- 
gram is   now  conducted   by    3   part-time  consult- 


ants who  share  the  responsibility  of  providing 
for  the  453  students  in  the  18  classes  of 
special  education,  kindergarten,  and  grades 
1-6. 

In  addition  to  maintaining  ana  improving 
upon  some  of  the  unique  programs  such  as  those 
of  parent  volunteers  and  student  teachers, 
MACOS,  Project  Adventure,  Search,  and  Chal- 
lenge, the  school  has  undertaken  some  major 
expansions  to  other  programs.  The  humanities 
program  has  become  even  further  integrated 
with  the  science  and  sloyd  programs,  and  there 
is  now  an  art  is t-in-res idence  mini-program  one 
morning  a  week.  The  grades  3-6  reading  program 
has  been  expanded  to  include  the  Junior  Great 
Books  Approach  for  all  children.  The  fifth 
grade  People  and  Technology  Whaling  study  is 
now  being  used  in  each  of  the  fifth  grade 
classrooms;  all  students  in  grades  4-6  will 
now  have  some  instruction  in  the  use  of,  plus 
time  with,   the  school  system's  micro-computers. 

The  Parent  teacher  Student  Organization 
(PTSO)  continutes  to  be  a  strong  part  of  the 
school's  operation.  Notable  among  its  many  ac- 
tivities were  festivals  for  children,  programs 
of  thanks  for  teachers,  playground  work  days, 
and  a  family  field  trip  to  the  Science  Museum. 
Members  of  the  PTSO  also  helped  conduct  a 
school  survey  in  March  -  a  task  the  school 
periodically  undertakes  to  assess  the  need  for 
any  changes  in  operation  or  direction.  In  May, 
the  faculty  spent  two  days  examining  all  fac- 
ets of  the  school's  operation  and  came  to  a 
renewed  understanding  of  its  purpose.  A  vari- 
ety of  faculty  and  parent  committees  have  been 
revised;  programs  have  been  instituted  to  im- 
prove students'  sense  of  responsibility;  fac- 
ulty and  parents  have  been  discussing  recent 
shifts  in  curriculum  emphasis  and  approach. 
The  continuing  strong  interrelationship  be- 
tween the  school  and  its  families  is  also  seen 
by  the  success  of  other  school  and  community 
programs  such  as  the  Extended  Day  Program, 
Community  Education  Programs  during  the  school 
day  for  parents  and  toddlers  and  after  school 
day  programs  for  elementary  students,  and  the 
Single  Parent  Information  Fair. 

Concerns 

Program  cutbacks  brought  about  by  budget- 
ary restrictions,  staff  turn-over  caused  by 
the  merger  of  schools,  reductions  in  force 
(RIF)  brought  about  by  budget  and  enrollment 
decline,  and  job  re-alignments  necessitated  by 
one  or  more  of  the  above  will  continue  to  take 
time  and  effort  away  from  other  important 
tasks  such  as  the  work  to  research,  develop, 
or  try  out  ways  to  improve  curriculum  and  in- 
struction. The  continuity  of  services  and  pro- 
grams and  the  morale  of  the  staff  are  two 
areas  of  concern  that  are  recognized  by  all. 

Plans 

The  school  has  been  concerned  about  morale 
for  the  past  year  and  will  continue  to  imple- 
ment activities  to  alleviate  the  pressures  and 
anxieties  that  now  exist.  The  school  will  con- 
tinue to  try  such  activities  as  special  work- 
shops, extra  constultant  help,  pairing  of  old 
and  new  staff,  in-service  time,  visitations, 
school-wide  projects,  and  social  sharing  times 
to   raise   morale   and   support    the    staff's  pro- 


fessional  dedication.  The  faculty  is  also 
working  on  ways  to  be  more  flexible  in  order 
to  be  able  to  institute  charts  anH  responses 
more  quickly  am1  sui  i  th  main- 
taining and  imp  >vi  the  edu- 
cational progr.i  es,  the 
faculty  is  committee  lo  ing  the 
over-all  sense  of  community  spirit 
that  has  been  a  hallmark  of  the 

William  V.   Sparks,  Merriam  School 

The  highlights  for  the  Meriam  School  for 
1980  are  as  follows: 

1.  Declining  enrollment  has  reduced  the  num- 
ber of  pupils  in  the  elementary  schools. 
After  considerable  debate  and  a  vote  by 
the  citizenry  of  Acton,  it  was  decided  to 
close  the  Merriam  School  in  June,  1981.  It 
will  be  merged  with  the  Douglas  School  in 
September,  1981.  Fifth  grade  students  of 
both  the  Douglas  and  Merriam  Schools  will 
attend  the  Conant  School  during  school 
year  1981-82.  All  merged  grades  will  be 
contained  at  the  Douglas  School  during 
school  year  1982-83. 

2.  The  new  Science  and  Social  Studies  pro- 
grams for  the  Acton  Schools,  which  were 
introduced  over  the  past  two  years,  are 
meeting  with  enthusiasm  and  success. 

3.  The  Art  Room  established  in  school  year 
1979-80  and  the  newly  created  Resource 
Room  are  serving  pupils  at  a  maximum  level 
and  are  a  very  welcomed  addition  to  the 
school . 

4.  The  Parent-Teacher  Council  has  been  most 
active  during  the  year.  They  meet  once  a 
month  with  a  representative  of  the  Douglas 
School  Advisory  Council  also  present.  They 
have  sponsored  programs  by  the  New  England 
Theatre  Guild,  the  Learning  Guild  and  the 
Boston  Zoomobile.  Other  programs  have  been 
an  Ice  Cream  Social,   Hat   and  Emblem  Sales, 


School  Book  Fair,  School  Newspaper  and  a 
6th  Grade  Barbeque. 

5.  The  School  Volunteer  program  consists  of 
over  70  parents.  They  volunteer  for  as- 
sistance to  teachers,  the  school  office, 
the  Library,  the  classrooms,  and  the  Pupil 
Personnel  Services. 

6.  A  most  effective  "Open  House"  was  held  in 
September,  1980.  Nine  hundred  parents  and 
children  were  in  attendance. 

7.  A  special  Hallowe'en  Parade  and  Pumpkin 
Sing  were  held  at  the  school  with  an  ac- 
companying coffee  for  parents  on  the  same 
day.  This  was  arranged  by  the  Parent- 
Teacher  Council.   It  was  outstanding. 

8.  The  library  continues  to  be  a  great  in- 
fluence in  the  school.  Over  7,500  volumes 
of  books  are  available  for  pupil  use. 
Thirty  parental  volunteers  are  forever 
willing  to  assist  Mrs.  Helen  Berger,  Media 
Aide,  and  Mrs.  Joyce  Koop,  Elementary  Li- 
brary Coordinator. 

9.  In  June  a  "Sing  Under  the  Pines"  was  con- 
ducted as  well  as  an  all-school  barbeque. 

10.  Many  class  plays,  musicals  and  field  trips 
were  organized  during  the  year. 

11.  For  the  second  time,  the  parents  of  the 
Parent-Teacher  Council  sponsored  a  school 
personnel  luncheon  during  National  Educa- 
tion Week.  every  school  employee  was 
served  a  deliciously  prepared  meal  at 
which  time  a  parent  committee  supervised 
the  pupils. 

12.  The  operation  of  the  Merriam  has  been  ef- 
fective because  of  the  support  of  the 
administration,  staff,  pupils  and  parents 
of  the  school.  The  effort  of  all  of  these 
people  is  appreciated. 

Pleasant  memories  of  many  years  (1958- 
1981)  will  follow  the  staff,  pupils  and  par- 
ents as  the  merge  into  the  Douglas  School 
takes  place.  With  continued  cooperation  from 
the  community,  we  shall  all  succeed  quite  well. 


Report  From  The 
Coordinator  of  The  Acton- 
Boxborough  Community 
Education  Program 


Mr.  William  L.  Ryan 


The  Ac ton-Boxborough  Community  Education 
Program  serves  as  a  Link  between  the  residents 
of  Acton  and  Boxborough  and  the  Public 
Schools,  and  all  residents  are  urged  to  par- 
take in  the  wide  variety  of  educational  pro- 
grams and  activities  that  are  offered  to  the 
community.  Many  programs  and  activities  are 
determined  by  your  neighbors  serving  on  the 
Community  Education  Advisory  Committee. 

Residents  are  welcome  to  attend  the  Advis- 
ory Committee  meetings  which  are  held  on  the 
first  Wednesday  of  each  month  from  7:30  to 
9:30     p.m.     at     the     Acton-Boxborough  Regional 


High  School  Faculty  Room.  New  residents  are 
encouraged  to  visit  the  Community  Education 
office  located  in  the  main  lobby  of  the  Junior 
High  School  to  learn  of  the  different  educa- 
tional, recreational,  cultural  and  community 
opportunities  that  are  available  in  Acton-Box- 
borough. These  activities  are  also  described 
in  the  Community  Education  newspaper  "INTER- 
ACTION" which  is  mailed  four  times  yearly  to 
all  Acton-Boxborough  residents. 

During  the  past  five  years,  the  Acton-Box- 
borough Community  Education  Advisory  Committee 
has    played    an    important    role    in    the  develop- 
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tnent  of  the  following  ten  programming  areas: 

1.  COMMUNITY  EDUCATION  EVENING  PROGRAM  (ini- 
tiated in  January,  1976: 

Over  360  evening  courses  for  children  and 
adults  offered  during  the  fall,  winter, 
spring  end  summer  terms.  Courses  are  of- 
fered in  music,  art,  drama,  crafts,  liter- 
ature, practical  skills,  business,  foreign 
languages,   recreation,  etc. 

2.  COMMUNITY  EDUCATION  DAY  PROGRAM  (initiated 
in  January ,   1976) : 

Over  125  day  courses  offered  throughout 
the  year  in  the  same  areas  as  evening 
courses  and  located  in  churches,  social 
serrvice  agencies  and  instructors'  homes 
throughout  the  Ac ton-Boxborough  community. 

3.  COLLEGE  PROGRAM  (initiated  in  January, 
1976): 

Approximately  140  undergraduate  and  grad- 
uate level  college  courses  offered  during 
the  fall,  spring  and  summer  terms  from 
Boston  University  and  Middlesex  Community 
College. 

4.  COMMUNITY  EDUCATION  PRE-SCHOOL  AND  CHILD 
DEVELOPMENT  PROGRAM  (Initiated  in  Septem- 
ber, 1976): 

Over  50  pre-school  children  enrolled  dur- 
ing the  academic  year  in  two  separate 
pre-school  programs.  Approximately  20  high 
school  students  also  participate  as  teach- 
er aides  in  the  program  for  the  full  aca- 
demic year.  The  pre-school  teacher  in- 
structs a  fully  accredited  course  in  child 
development  for  those  high  school  students 
who  participate  in  the  programs. 

5.  COMMUNITY  EDUCATION  EXTENDED  DAY  PROGRAM 
(Initiated  in  September,  1978): 

The  Extended  Day  Program  offers  the  chil- 
dren of  working  parents  and  single  parents 
the  opportunity  to  participate  in  a  var- 
iety of  after-school  activities  including: 
arts  and  crafts,  games  and  recreation, 
cooking  and  tutoring  by  high  school  stu- 
dents who  participate  in  the  program  as 
aides.  The  program  is  housed  at  McCar- 
thy-Towne  Elementary  School. 

6.  COMMUNITY  EDUCATION  SUMMER  DAY  CAMP  (in- 
itiated in  July,  1977): 

An  opportunity  for  300  children  to  partic- 
ipate in  a  6-week  summer  day  camp  at  Mer- 
riam  Elementary  School.  Children  partici- 
pate in  a  wide  variety  of  activities  daily 
including:  swimming,  games,  and  recrea- 
tion, arts  and  crafts,  music  and  drama, 
science     and  nature  and  field  trips. 

7.  ACTON  COMMUNITY  GARDENS  PROGRAM  (Initiated 
in  May,  1976)  (Co-sponsored  with  the  Acton 
Conservation  Commission): 

One  hundred  garden  plots  are  available  to 
local  residents  at  two  garden  sites  lo- 
cated in  North  and  South  Acton. 

8.  A-B  JAMBOREE: 

A-B  Jamboree  is  a  three  day  festival  of 
arts  and  entertainment  presented  in  the 
buildings  and  on  the  grounds  of  the  Re- 
gional Schools  during  the  first  weekend  of 
August.  The  festival  presents  a  three  day 
continuum  of  arts,  crafts,  music,  dance, 
theater.,  athletics,  games,  aviation,  food 
and  special  events  capped  each  evening 
with  a  professional  presentation  in  the 
performing  arts.   A-B  Jamboree    is  a  region- 


al showcase  for  the  community  education 
process  and  another  demonstration  of  what 
commitment  and  involvement  by  townspeople 
can  do  to  enrich  the  life  of  their  com- 
munity. During  A-B  Jamboree  1980  over  160 
residents  volunteered  their  time  and  tal- 
ents under  the  leadership  of  Jamboree 
Coordinator,  Jack  Ormsbee,  to  make  the 
festival  a  success.  Aproximately  19,000 
persons  participated  in  the  festival. 

9.  SCHEDULING  OF  SCHOOL  FACILITIES:  (Trans- 
ferred to  Community  Education  Office  in 
May,  1979): 

The  scheduling  of  all  school  facilities 
for  after-school  use  is  handled  by  the 
Community  Education  Office.  School  or  com- 
munity groups  interested  in  using  school 
facilities  should  call  the  office  at 
263-2607. 

10.  LOCAL  COMMUNITY  SERVICE  PROJECTS: 

A.  Social  Club  for  Handicapped  Young 
Adults  (Initiated  in  January,  1976) : 

Meets  Friday  evenings  at  the  High  School 
throughout  the  school  year.  Funding  is 
made  available  by  the  Acton  Rotary  Club, 
acton  Center  Congregational  Church. 

B.  Conference  of  Local  Community  Agencies 
( Initiated  in  February, 1976) : 

Meets  twice  a  year  in  an  attempt  to  facil- 
itate better  communication  and  cooperation 
among  local  organizations  and  agencies. 

C.  Community  Calendar  -  (in  cooperation 
with  the  Acton  Junior  Women's  Club  -  In- 
itiated in  September,  1977.): 

A  complete  listing  of  all  community  activ- 
ities and  events  mailed  out  each  month  to 
all  Ac ton-Boxborough  organizations  and 
agenc  ies . 

D.  Slide-Tape  Show  "THIS  IS  ACTON" 
(initiated  in  January  1978): 

A  30-minute  audio-visual  presentation  cov- 
ering Acton's  past  and  present.  (Available 
for  use  by  any  Ac ton-Boxborough  groups, 
agencies  or  organizations.)  Made  available 
by  the  Acton  Business  and  Professional 
Association,  the  Middlesex  Institution  for 
Savings,  Digital  Equipment  Corporation  and 
the  Acton  Rotary. 

Community  Education  programs  have  made  an 
important  contribution  to  the  lives  of  many  of 
the  residents  of  the  Ac  ton-Boxborough  communi- 
ty. But  community  education  is  a  two  way 
street  -  an  interaction.  It  does  not  just  in- 
volve people  taking  courses  or  participating 
in  programs  for  their  own  benefit.  It  also  of- 
fers people  the  opportunity  to  serve  their 
community.  The  hope  is  that  many  people  will 
see  fit  to  take  advantage  of  these  chances  to 
help  improve  the  community  and  the  life  of 
those  within. 

For  the  fourth  year  in  a  row,  community 
Education  Coordinator  Bill  Ryan  has  notified 
the  Regional  School  Committee  that  the  Com- 
munity Education  Program  would  not  be  request- 
ing an  appropriation  for  the  1891-81  fiscal 
year. 

Selma  Garber  Marsha  Gratz,  Chairperson 

Rebecca  Jacoby       Jack  Ormsbee 

Carol  Lake  Earl  Steeves 

Mimi  Moran  William  Avril 

Cindy  Kramer  Judith  Cadieux 

Dennis  Kuipers       Lee  Farrell 
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Report  of  The  Principal 
of  The  Acton- Boxborough 
Regional 
Junior  High  School 


Mr.  Clifford  A.  Card 


Since  the  last  report,  the  Junior  High 
School  has  received  a  five-year  extension  to 
its  accreditation  from  the  New  England  Associ- 
ation of  Secondary  Schools  and  Colleges.  In 
its  report  granting  the  extension  of  its  ac- 
creditation was  the  following  appraisal:  "The 
Commission  commended  Ac ton-Boxborough  Regional 
Junior  High  School  for  the  many  projects  ini- 
tiated since  the  Two-Year  Progress  Report, 
especially  the  installation  of  computer  ter- 
minals in  the  math  lab  with  appropriate  sup- 
porting courses,  the  reorganization  of  half  of 
the  school  under  an  interdisciplinary  team 
structure,  the  refinement  of  curriculum  ob- 
jectives and  the  completion  of  many  of  the 
maintenance  recommendations  relating  to  the 
health  and  safety  of  building  occupants." 


Aside  from  the  above,  there  has  also  been 
the  introduction  of  a  Title  I  reading  program 
that  is  aimed  at  providing  additional  reading 
assistance  for  a  specified  group  of  students. 

Looking  to  the  future,  there  is  a  concern 
about  the  impact  of  Proposition  2  1/2  on  the 
operation  of  the  school.  If  major  cuts  become 
a  necessity,  the  probability  of  larger  class 
sizes  may  result  in  less  individualized  atten- 
tion plus  a  curtailment  in  some  of  the  elec- 
tive programs.  On  a  more  positive  note,  it  is 
anticipated  that  the  Junior  High  School  will 
continue  its  refinement  of  the  programs  for 
the  gifted  and  talented  as  well  as  others  with 
special  needs. 


Report  of  The  Principal 
of  The  Acton-Boxborough 
Regional  High  School 


Dr.   Lawrence  E.  McNulty 


The  population  explosion  experienced  by 
the  towns  of  Acton  and  Boxborough  in  the  late 
1960's  and  early  1970's  has,  as  we  all  know, 
changed  in  the  past  five  years.  Student  pop- 
ulation has  shrunk  nationwide  in  recent 
years.  Oddly  enough,  however,  the  A.B.R.H.S. 
population  remains  stable  despite  elementary 
school  population  declines.  The  student  popu- 
lation of  A.B.R.H.S.,  as  of  November,  1980  was 
1560,  up  five  students  from  1979.  The  high 
school  facility,  one  of  which  the  townspeople 
of  Acton  and  Boxborough  can  be  justifiably 
proud,  provides  an  outstanding  educational 
setting  and  atmosphere  for  our  high  school 
students . 

Academically,  A.B.R.H.S.  continues  to  war- 
rant the  respect  and  admiration  of  college 
admission  officers.  Approximately  79%  of  the 
graduating  class  of  369  pursued  further  educa- 
tion in  September,  1980  in  over  thirty  differ- 
ent states  around  the  country.  Of  the  369 
graduating  seniors,  38%  qualified  for  the 
National  Honor  Society,  twenty-two  students 
won  commendation  by  the  National  Merit  Schol- 
arship Corporation  (NMSC),  six  were  semi-fin- 
alists, six  were  finalists,  and  one  student 
won  an  NMSC  scholarship  (A.B.R.H.S.  was  the 
only  high  school  in  the  nation  with  five  NMSC 
winners  in  1979).  Our  NMSC  winner  in  1980  was 
Cathy  Ann  Reich,  who  entered  Wesleyan  Univers- 
ity. 


In  terms  of  curriculum,  A.B.R.H.S.  contin- 
ues to  be  a  comprehensive  secondary  school. 
The  curriculum  consisted  of  198  different 
course  offerings  during  the  1979-80  school 
years.  Constant  evaluation  and  appraisal 
takes  place  in  order  to  insure  relevant  course 
offerings  and  the  proper  utilization  of  staff, 
buildings,  equipment  and  instructional  mater- 
ials. We  feel  that  our  current  curriculum  is 
comprehensive,  relevant,  challenging,  and  one 
that  insures  academic  standards  of  the  highest 
caliber. 

The  extracurricular  program  at  the  high 
school  has  expanded  over  the  years  and  now 
consists  of  interscholastic  athletics  (33 
teams),  intramurals,  student  government  activ- 
ities, fine  arts  activities,  and  a  variety  of 
special  interest  clubs.  In  1980,  approximate- 
ly 1500  students  participated  in  one  or  more 
extracurricular  activity.  Highlighting  the 
1979-1980  extracurricular  activities  was  the 
athletic  program,  which  resulted  in  seven 
league  championships  and  a  very  high  rating  in 
the  Boston  Globe's  Dal  ton  Trophy  won-loss  rat- 
ing system  (8th  of  76  in  Division  II).  A 
total  of  forty-three  (43)  A.B.R.H.S.  student 
athletes  earned  "All-League",  "All  Scholastic" 
or  "All-State"  honors.  Other  individual  and 
team  honors  were  garnered  by  the  A.B.R.H.S. 
Debate    and    Mathematics    Teams.      Further  high- 
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lights  were  provided  by  the  Fine  Arts  Program 
which  included  a  Fine  Arts  weekend,  eleven 
drama  productions,  an  art  exhibit  and  an  art 
show,  thirty  concerts,  a  musical,  nine  stu- 
dents selected  for  the  Northeast  District  Fes- 
tival Band,  Chorus,  Concert  Choir,  and 
A.B.R.H.S.  state  play  entry  reached  finalist 
status  in  state  play  competition,  with  one 
student  receiving  all-star  case  recognition  in 
the  finals. 


Perhaps  the  finest  additions  to  the  high 
school  program  this  past  year  was  the  intro- 
duction of  the  A.B.R.H.S.  Health  Education 
Program.  Health  Education;  including  topics 
such  as  "Fitness  and  Body  Dynamics,"  Body  In- 
juries and  Rehabilitation,"  "First  Aid", 
"Emotional  Development",  and  "CPR  (Cardio-pul- 
monary  Resuscitation)",  has  now  become  a 
required  course  for  all  freshmen  students  at 
A.B.R.H.S. 


Class  of  1980 


Daniel  Abelenda  (AFS) 
Sandra  Jean  Albertelli 
Tracie  Ann  Alexander 
Pierre  Allard 
Lisa  Alvanos 
Michael  J.  Anzenberger 
Susan  Elizabeth  Appleton 
Cara  Jean  Bachman 
Carlie  A.  Backus 
Karen  J.  Baker 
Deron  Barton 
Robin  L.  Beatteay 
Darlene  Beausoleil 
Carol  A.  Berry 
Gregory  R.  Bielski 
Melanie  Lynne  Bikis 
Noreen  Biron 
Amy  L.  Blackburn 
John  A.  Blackwell 
Margaret  Ann  Bodde 
Carol  V.  Bohne 
Melanie  A.  Bortz 
Mark  P.  Bourgeois 
Patrick  Bowe,  Jr. 
Marie  M.  Brentzel 
Douglas  Brown 
Marc  Buffet 
Mark  D.  Bungard 
Gregory  Burg 
James  F.  Burke 
Pauline  L.  Bursaw 
Brian  C.  Bush 
Elizabeth  Cadieux 
Roger  P.  Cady 
Scott  Caouette 
Dawn  E.  Carbonier 
Leif  A.  Carlson 
Deborah  L.  Carney 
Laurene  M.  Cary 
Raymond  E.  Challis 
Roy  Chalupa 
Kiran  Chaudhuri 
Maya  Chaudhuri 
James  M.  Chenail 
Anthony  Chila 
Jeanne  M.  Ciervo 
Craig  W.  Claflin 
Scott  S.  Classon 
Karen  Marie  Clayton 
Michael  Cloutier 
Donna  M.  Cochran 
Kevin  T.  Coleman 
Earl  Collier,  Jr. 


Theodore  A.  Collins 
Janet  Colvin 
Jeanne  E.  Cooney 
Joseph  J.  Cooney 
Lisa  A.  Corrigan 
Lisa  L.  Cotter 
Maureen  T.  Coughlin 
Eric  P.  Coumou 
Marya  J.  Courtright 
James  P.  Cjoxen 
Katherine  A.  Crane 
Susan  E.  Cronin 
Felicia  Lynne  Crosby 
Donna  Cuevas 
Steven  G.  Cumming 
James  D.  Cummings 
Catherine  D'Amore 
Mary  Day 

Gregory  D.  Dayton 

Jennifer  Dean 

Dawn  A.  Dearborn 

Faithanne  Decosta 

Lisa  M.  Denapoli 

Pamela  Lynn  Derie 

Susan  M.  desmond 

Theresa  R.  devine 

Marea  A.  Doherty 

Cynthia  Donaldson 

Susan  E.  Drozda 

Patricia  E.  Duggan 

Steven  B.  Duman 

Thomas  G.  Durben 

Joanne  M.  Ellero 

Daniel  Enneguess,  III 

Kerim  N.  Evin 

Kathleen  M.  Farrell 

Thomas  E.  Farrell 

Andrew  Keith  Fenniman 

Donna  Fenton 

Robert  Ferguson 

Kim  Ferrante 

Eric  A.  Ferreira 

Janet  Fink 

Jean  B.  Finley 

Peter  R.  finn 

James  A.  Fisher 

Mary  Elizabeth  Fitzgerald 

Karen  Flannery 

Richard  Flannery 

Michael  Foley 

Elizabeth  Francisco 

Teresa  E.  Franz 

Richard  D.  Fulz 

James  P.  Gar gas 


William  J.  Gately,  Jr. 
David  D.  Gavin 
Carol  Diane  Gerhardt 
Jessica  Sine  Gerhardt 
Angela  Gervin 
Laura  T.  Gibbons 
Susan  Gilman 
Michele  Glennon 
Sheryl  P.  Goodall 
James  R.  Goodemote 
Elizabeth  Gooding 
Scott  E.  Gordon 
Michael  G.  Grace 
Marie  F.  Graham 
Marcia  L.  Gravette 
William  A.  Gray 
Jennifer  Lynn  Griffith 
Joseph  Gringeri 
Karen  A.  Guba 
Mark  A.  Gundersen 
Deith  Gustafson 
Cindy  J.  Hale 
Dorothy  Hallee 
John  L.  Halloran 
Timothy  D.  Hamilton 
George  Hannon 
Janne  o.  Hansen 
Vaughn  Harring 
Michael  Harrington 
Stephen  Harrington 
Sandra  Lynne  Harris 
Steven  P.  Hennessey 
Paul  A.  Herlihy 
Joanne  Hess 
Holly  Ann  Heyner 
Laurie  Marie  Hickman 
Mark  A.  Higden 
James  R.  Hill 
Holly  e.  Hinds 
Scott  A.  Holt 
Susan  B.  Hoopes 
Barry  C.  Home 
Stephen  P.  Houle 
Scott  F.  Houston 
Richard  Howe,  Jr. 
Karen  M.  Howell 
John  N.  Hryniewich 
David  Hubbard 
Ellen  Hume 
Jeffrey  M.  Hunt 
Paul  S.  Huntley 
June  Hynes 
Stephen  C.  Jackson 
Debra  L.  Jamieson 
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Samuel  F.  H.  Jeffries 

Deborah  Jezior 

Ronda  L.  Johnson 

Julie  Ann  Jones 

Maureen  A.  Jones 

Paul  Maurice  Joseph  Joyal 

Hilde  Marie  Kaalstad 

Linda  Kadi son 

Kyle  S.  Kallio 

William  Kalms 

Renata  Keane 

John  T.  Reiser 

Bradford  M.  Keizer 

Linda  Kelley 

Cynthia  J.  Kellogg 

Christopher  T.  Kelly 

Elaine  M.  Kelly 

Michael  Kendall 

Mark  S.  Kennedy 

David  G.  Kenneson 

Joan  L.  Kerr 

Laura  J.  Kerr 

Lynne  M.  Kerrigan 

Eric  J.  Kinney 

Patricia  Kirby 

Martina  E.  Klinkmueller 

Charles  Kostro,  Jr. 

Victor  L.  Krabbendam 

Laurie  Kreidermacher 

Betsey  G.  Krusen 

Marc  M.  LaFleur 

Cindy  J.  Lahar 

Michael  B.  Lanahan 

James  G.  Lane 

Ann  M.  Laporte 

Julie  A.  La  Rosa 

Scott  Lauritzen 

Tammy  J.  Lee 

Gregory  A.  Letzeisen 

Reed  G.  Lewis 

Elizabeth  A.  Li  pari 

Denise  L.  Loiselle 

Susan  E.  Lopez 

Monica  L.  Lorencic 

Louise  A.  Loring 

Tana  Lowry 

Kathleen  Siobhan  Lucey 
Hugh  W.  Lydiard 
Melinda  Lyon 
Benjamin  MacArthur 
Martha  Macdonald 
Donald  S.  MacDougall 
Brad  MacKenzie 
Rory  MacKenzie 
Carolyn  Mahoney 
Robert  J.  Malizia 
Ellin  March 
Maribeth  March 
Catherine  T.  Marino 
Jacqueline  Markind 
Christopher  Marks 
Gloria  Csilla  Maroti 
Craig  R.  Marsh 
Maureen  Matthews 
Stephen  McCalmont 
James  Brian  Scott  McGowan 
Margaret  A.  McGuinness 
Jean  Marie  McHugh 
Amy  L.  Mcllhatten 
Bridget  E.  McLean 


James  B.  McLean 
Richard  McQuay 
Paul  Megan,  Jr. 
Victor  Mendez 
Douglas  S.  Mills 
Thomas  A.  Mills 
Terri  A.  Monter 
Jeff  C.  H.  Morgan 
Natalie  Ann  Moritz 
Katherine  J.  Moscone 
Donald  W.  Moulden 
Michael  J.  Mullen 
David  F.  Murphy 
Jeffrey  A.  Murphy 
Adeel  Najmi 
Heidi  Lee  Nelson 
Lyndon  S.  Nichols 
Jennifer  B.  Nixdorf 
Diane  Nordstrom 
Jonathan  Nyberg 
John  Curtis  Nye 
Michael  O'Donoghue 
Terri  E.  Ohryn 
Karen  Elizabeth  Olsen 
Kevin  Olson 
Michael  D.  Oman 
L.  Kevin  O'Mara,  Jr. 
Milinda  J.  Ordway 
Cheryl  Ann  0' Regan 
Christopher  Ormsby 
Michael  Francis  O'Rourke 
Cathy  Jane  Oskirko 
Carl  Page 

Christopher  John  Palazini 

Nancy  Ann  Palizzolo 

Michael  J.  Pal lies 

D*  Pappas 

Linda  Jean  Paquet 

Laura  Pasik 

Diane  M.  Paskavitz 

Gabriella  Perez 

Marc  Petrocchi 

Angela  Phillips 

Shauna  R.  Pierson 

Susan  Christine  Pizzano 

Kathleen  Plakias 

Debra  Poklemba 

Eugene  A.  Pope 

Regina  Catharine  Poppert 

Douglas  Quinn 

Vincent  S.  Raso 

Cathy  Ann  Reich 

Stephen  D.  Rey 

Jane  Elizabeth  Reynolds 

Deborah  A.  Rice 

Denice  Marie  Richard 

Fred  C.  Richards 

Judith  Richardson 

Dennis  P.  Ring 

Richard  D.  Robbertz 

Jane  C.  Robinson 

Debra  Joy  Rodland 

Deborah.  B.  Roman 

Joan  Eliza  Roscoe 

Mark  A.  Roulinavage 

Scott  Roulinavage 

Jeffrey  T.  Royal 

Mark  A.  Royle  t 

Daphne  Rulf 

Scott  Saganich 


Virginia  Ann  Salzmann 

Robin  R.  Santos 

Motohiko  Sato 

Mark  S.  Sawyer 

Teresa  Schaefer 

Mark  P.  Schafer 

David  E.  Schmidt 

Laura  B.  Schneider 

Renee  Seidel 

Karen  L.  Shaeffer 

Margaret  M.  Shea 

David  P.  Shitnkus 

Karen  L.  Shutt 

Dorinda  J.  si rone n 

Leif  Sjoberg  (ASSE) 

Gilbert  P.  Smith 

Stacey  Smith 

L.  Douglas  Smolen 

Jeffrey  C.  Snider 

Vivian  Eleanor  Spann 

Diane  M.  Spellman 

Kathleen  M.  Steeves 

Beverly  A.  Steiner 

Judith  L.  Stern 

Mark  H.  Stevens 

James  S.  Stone 

Katherine  E.  Stone 

David  A.  Studer 

Eileen  M.  Sullivan 

Kimberley  Elizabeth  Sutherland 

Patricia  E.  Sweeney 

Vincent  T.  Tarky,  Jr. 

Janice  E.  Taylor 

Kathleen  Anne  Kenny  Taylor 

Mark  James  Taylor 

Peter  Thompson 

Christopher  M.  Thomson 

Tracy  L.  Toler 

Roger  J.  Towne 

Pamela  R.  Trainor 

David  Demarquis  Turner 

John  Michael  Valleley 

Roberta  M.  Vanaria 

John  C.  Vega,  III 

Pamela  Kathleen  Vinal 

Gretchen  vonJess 

Mary  T.  Walker 

Andrea  N.  Walsh 

Annmarie  Walsh 

Edward  J.  Ward 

Brian  C.  Warren 

Pamela  Jean  Weber 

Jane  E.  Weier 

Cynthia  A.  Wells 

Joan  Marie  Wesley 

Dewanne  M.  White 

John  D.  White 

Nancy  White 

Neil  Q.  Whoriskey 

Robert  W.  Wilhide,  III 

John  E.  Williamson 

Laura  M.  Wilson 

Stacey  L.  Wilson 

Douglas  E.  Wright 

Sharonb  Lynn  Wright 

Martin  D.  Zaccardo 

Laura  I.  Ziemann 

Debra  M.  Zollner 

POSTHUMOUSLY 
James  B.  Flynn 
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Acton-Boxborough  Regional  School  District 


TREASURER'S  REPORT,  JUNE  30,  1980 


Cash  Balance,   June  30,  1979 


$604,315.85 


Receipts,  7/1/79  -  6/30  $3,845,534.98 

Town  of  Acton  Assessment  490,188.00 
Town  of  Boxborough 

Assessment  372,953.66 

State  Aid  for  Construction  372,953.66 
Chapter  71.S.16D, 

Regional  School  Aid  492,910.00 
Chapter  71  S.16C, 

Transportation  Aid  118,420. 

Chapter  70,  School  Aid  595,132. 

Special  Needs  Transportation  23,332. 

Tuition  -  State  Wards  2,530. 

Rental  of  Facilities  26,136. 

Miscellaneous  Revenue  3,486. 

Tuition  3,372. 

Federal  Withholding  Taxes  654,075. 

State  Withholding  Taxes  201,102. 

Teachers'  Retirement  173,701. 

County  Retirement  34,760. 

Accident  and  Health  Insurance  1,432. 

A.F.S.C.M.E.  Dues  1,412. 

Tax  Deferred  Annuities  80,864. 

MTA  Credit  Union  122,106. 

Union  Warren  Credit  Union  10,306. 
Acton  Education  Association  Dues  21,843. 

Blue  Cross  and  Blue  Shield  26,257. 

Group  Life  Insurance  2,800. 
E.S.E.A.  Title  IV-B  Library 

and  Learning  6,084. 

P.L.  81-874  Federal  Impact  30,764. 
P.L.  94-142  Title  VI-B 

Special  Needs  96,713. 
P.L.  94-482  Vocational  Education  32,134, 
P.L.  89-313  Title  I  Special  Needs  4,675. 
E.S.E.A.  Title  I 

Disadvantaged  Students 
Summer  School 

Acton-Boxborough  High  School  Library 
Community  Education 
Radio  Station 


Community  Education  "This  is  Acton" 


Community  Education,  Jamboree 
School  Athletic  Receipts 
School  Lunch  Program 
Senior  High  Addition 

Construction  Account 
Reserve  for  Petty  Cash 
Tailings 

Teaching  and  Learning  About 

Aging  Title  IV-C 
Special  Needs  Incentive  Grant 
Interest  Earned  on  Short  Term 
Investments 
106,317.01 

TOTAL  BEGINNING  BALANCE 
PLUS  RECEIPTS 


9,706. 
7,630. 
1,222. 
128,696. 
3,365. 
500. 
15,335, 
6,100, 
213,167, 

16,609, 
125. 
1,112. 

98,325, 
.6,639, 


00 
00 
00 
00 
89 
42 
50 
46 
39 
60 
14 
01 
00 
26 
50 
00 
56 
13 
24 

00 
95 

00 
00 
00 

00 
10 
93 
47 
37 
00 
47 
,29 
57 

20 
,00 
01 

.00 
.00 


Disbursements  7/1/79  -  6/30/80 

Federal  Withholding  Taxes  $654,075.46 

State  Withholding  Taxes  201,102.39 

Teachers'  Retirement  173,701.60 

County  Retirement  34,760.14 

Accident  and  Health  Insurance  1,396.09 

A.F.S.C.M.E.  Dues  1,412.00 

Tax  Deferred  Annuities  88,368.41 

M.T.A.  Credit  Union  122,106.50 

Union  Warren  Credit  Union  10,306.00 
Acton  Education  Association  Dues  21,843.56 

Blue  Cross  and  Blue  Shield  27,164.88 

Group  Life  Insurance  2,628.47 
E.S.E.A.  Title  IV-B  Library 

and  Learning  5,918.57 
P.L.  94-482  Vocational  Education  19,287.98 
P.L.  89-313  Title  I  Special  Needs  4,833.63 
E.S.E.A.  Title  I  Disadvantaged 

Students  9,894.09 

Summer  School  5,720.00 
Acton-Boxborough  High  School 

Library  458.53 

Community  Education  135,225.42 

Radio  Station  2,894.65 

Community  Education  "This  is  Acton"  45.00 

Community  Education,  Jamboree  14,899.96 

School  Athletic  Receipts  6,485.00 

School  Lunch  Program  288,450.48 
Senior  High  Addition 

Construction  Account  18,535.96 

Tailings  6,202.28 

Digital  Computer  Account  20,366.00 

Energy  Management  Account  19,801.62 

Blanchard  Foundation  326.71 

Charter  Road  Electrical  Project  22.58 
Teaching  and  Learning  About 

Aging  Title  IV-C  73,840.89 

Special  Needs  Incentive  Grant  6,639.00 
Operating  Expenditures  5,378,1789.13 

Debt  Service  -  Principal  575,000.00 
Debt  Service  -  Interest 

61 ,950.00 

TOTAL  DISBURSEMENTS  $8,061,844.69 
CASH  BALANCE  6/30/80 

632,351.27 
TOTAL  ENDING  BALANCE 

AND  DISBURSEMENTS  $8,694,195.96 


$8,694,195.96 
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Minuteman  Regional  Vocational 

Technical 
School  District 


Expansion  of  the  Minuteman  Regional  Voca- 
tional Technical  School  District  to  include 
the  towns  of  Bolton,  Lancaster,  and  Needham 
took  effect  on  July  1,  1980.  Partly  as  a  re- 
sult of  this  expansion,  the  school's  enroll- 
ment is  at  an  all-time  high  of  1213  day  stu- 
dents. Use  of  the  building  after  hours  for 
Adult  and  Community  Education  programs  is  also 
at  an  all-time  high.  In  the  fall  of  1980,  an 
average  of  2600  people  per  week  came  to 
Minuteman  Tech  to  take  late  afternoon  and  ev- 
ening classes. 

In  June  1980,  Minuteman  Tech  graduated  its 
third  senior  class.  Forty-nine  percent  of  the 
graduates  went  to  work  in  the  trade  for  which 
they  had  been  trained  or  in  a  trade  related  to 
it.  (Prior  to  graduation,  co-op  jobs  were 
held  by  38  percent  of  the  seniors.)  Twenty- 
six  percent  of  the  graduates  continued  their 
education  at  two  or  four  year  colleges  or 
technical  schools,  and  five  percent  went  into 
the  military  service.  The  remaining  20  per- 
cent of  the  graduates  took  jobs  out  of  their 
trade  area  or  were  uncertain  of  their  plans. 

During  1980,  Minuteman  Tech  was  chosen  as 
the  site  for  the  new  Massachusetts  Vocational 
Curriculum  Resource  Center.  Financed  and  sup- 
ported by  a  grant  from  the  State's  Division  of 
Occupational  Education,  the  Center  is  now  in 
operation.  Its  major  function  is  to  make  the 
most  up-to-date  curriculum  resources  available 
to  teachers  in  both  vocational  and  comprehen- 
sive high  schools  throughout  the  state. 

A  new  vocational  program  in  Painting  and 
Decorating  and  an  Air  Force  Junior  ROTC  pro- 
gram were  added  to  the  Minuteman  Tech  curric- 
ulum in  1980.  Student  interest  in  the  new 
ROTC  program  quickly  surpassed  the  most  opti- 
mistic predictions.  On  September  30,  the 
Junior  ROTC  unit  was  officially  activated  by 
the  Air  Force  with  a  cadet  corps  of  159  stu- 
dents. These  students  will  all  be  eligible 
for  college  scholarship  aid  in  the  form  of 
full  scholarships  to  any  accredited  college 
with  an  ROTC  program.  They  will  also  be  eli- 
gible for  appointment  to  the  U.S.  Air  Force 
Academy . 

Again  in  1980,  a  number  of  Minuteman  Tech 
students  received  state  and  national  recogni- 
tion for  outstanding  achievements  in  various 
fields.  Seniors  Judith  Bobbitt  of  Lincoln  and 
Frank  Filz  of  Lexington  received  letters  of 
commendation  from  the  National  Merit  Scholar- 
ship Corpooration  fpr  their  outstanding  per- 
formance on  the  1979  PSAT.  June  1980  graduate 
Marianne  Arbuckle  of  Acton  won  a  third  place 
bronze  medal  in  the  Graphic  Communications 
competition  at  the  Vocational  Industrial  Clubs 
of  American  National  Skill  Olympics  in  Atlan- 
ta, GA. 

Minuteman  Tech  Horticulture  students  de- 
signed and  constructed  an  exhibit  at  the  New 
England  Flower  Show  which  was  given  3  awards  - 
a   second   place   ribbon   in   the    education  cate- 


gory, an  educational  certificate  in  recogni- 
tion of  the  exhibit's  educational  value,  and  a 
bronze  medal  for  exceptional  merit  in  combin- 
ing the  areas  of  landscaping,  greenhouse  man- 
agement, and  forestry  into  a  unified  display. 

During  1980,  Minuteman  Tech  became  the 
first  school  in  New  England  to  become  involved 
in  Project  C.R.E.A.T.I.O.N.  (Concern  Regard- 
ing the  Environment  and  Technology  in  Our 
Nation/Neighborhood).  A  $2,500  grant  will 
finance  teacher  training  and  curriculum  mater- 
ials designed  to  encourage  students  to  become 
actively  concerned  about  the  environment  in 
which  they  live.  The  areas  on  which  the  pro- 
ject will  focus  include  energy,  land  use, 
urban  management  and  pollution. 

Minuteman  Tech's  efforts  to  provide  equal 
educational  opportunities  for  all  of  its  stu- 
dents received  state  and  national  recognition 
during  1980.  Under  a  grant  from  the  State  De- 
partment of  Education,  Minuteman  staff  members 
prepared  a  manual  entitled,  "Techniques  for 
Eliminating  Sex  Discrimination  from  Vocational 
Education  -  An  Instructor's  Guide  for  Culinary 
Arts".  This  manual  is  the  first  one  ever  to 
be  prepared  on  this  subject  and  is  now  being 
distributed  nationally  through  vocational  cur- 
riculum centers. 

The  Massachusetts  Women's  Vocational  Edu- 
cation Coalition  (made  up  of  of  representa- 
tives from  groups  such  as  the  League  of  Women 
Voters  and  the  American  Association  of  Univer- 
sity Women)  visited  Minuteman  Tech  to  monitor 
the  school's  compliance  with  sex  equity  pro- 
visions of  state  and  federal  laws.  The  report 
on  this  visit  commended  Minuteman  for  having 
"leadership  fully  committed  to  equity  for  all 
students"  and  for  strategies  being  used  by  the 
school  to  promote  sex  equity. 

One  of  these  strategies,  funded  by  a  grant 
from  the  State  Department  of  Education,  is  the 
establishment  of  a  Regional  Resource  Center 
which  provides  films  and  other  media  related 
to  sex  equity  on  a  free  loan  basis  to  schools 
and  community  groups  in  the  15  towns  of  the 
district . 

Energy  conservation  continued  to  be  a 
prime  concern  at  Minuteman  Tech  during  1980.  A 
separate  water  heating  unit  for  the  swimming 
pool  and  kitchen  is  being  installed.  In  addi- 
tion, evening  and  weekend  use  of  the  building 
is  being  severely  curtailed  during  the  months 
of  December,  January,  and  February  in  order  to 
conserve  energy. 

In  1980,  Minuteman  Tech's  Energy  Committee 
was  instrumental  in  the  establishment  of  a  re- 
gional advisory  committee  with  representatives 
invited  from  each  of  the  15  district  towns. 
This  group  held  two  very  productive  meetings 
during  which  the  members  shared  specific  in- 
formation regarding  energy  saving  projects  and 
needs  within  their  towns.  A  core  group  of 
this  committee  has  now  been  formed  which  will 
be    developing    plans    for    the    committee    as  a 
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whole,  including  relations  with  the  Associa- 
tion of  Massachusetts  Local  Energy  Officials. 
Information  related  to  energy  conservation 
will  continue  to  be  shared  and  issues  dealt 
with  relating  to  energy  management  at  the 
local  level. 

The  biggest  change  in  the  Minuteman  Tech 
School   Committee   during.  1980  has   been   the  ad- 


dition   of    three    new   members    representing  the 
new   district    towns    of    Bolton,  Lancaster, 
Needham.     Francis  X.    Callahan  of  Arlington 
signed    and    was    replaced    by    John    P.  Dona". 
Martin  F.  Craine,   Jr.  was  appointed   to  replac 
Donald   D.    Bishop  of  Sudbury  who   served   on  the 
committee  with  distinction  for  two  years. 


Acton,  John  W.  Putnam 
Arlington,  John  P.  Donahue 
Belmont,  Henry  L.  Hall,  Jr. 
Bolton,   Robert  Smith 
Boxborough,  John  J.  Shimkus 


Carlisle,   Kenneth  L.  Bilodeau 
Concord,  Kenneth  Marriner,  Jr. 
Lancaster,  Jay  M.  Moody 
Lexington,  Robert  C.  Jackson 
Lincoln,   Ruth  W.  Wales,  Chairman 


Needham,  David  Cook 
Stow,  Paul  Christopher 
Sudbury,  Martin  F.  Craine, 
Wayland,  John  B.  Wilson 
Weston,  Annette  DiStefano 


Jr. 


MINUTEMAN  REGIONAL  VOCATIONAL  TECHNICAL  SCHOOL  DISTRICT 


Assessment  for  operating  and  capital  costs  for  7/1/80  to  6/30/81  based  on  the  number 
of  students  from  each  member  town  attending  Minuteman  on  10/1/79  as  a  percentage  of 
the  total  number  of  students,  per  section  V   (c)  of  agreement.     Assessment  for  special 
operating  costs  based  on  section  IV  (f)  of  agreement. 

CAPITAL  SPECIAL 

TOWN  PER  CENT  OPERATING    +       (DEBT)     +      OPERATING    =  ASSESSMENT 


ACTON  

292,159 

32,156 

22,835 

347,150 

ARLINGTON  

..  31,200 

759,613 

83,605 

43,598 

886,816 

BELMONT  

8,900 

216,684 

23,849 

21,292 

261,825 

BOXBOROUGH. , 

2,800 

68,170 

7,503 

797 

76,470 

31,650 

3,484 

1,102 

36,236 

CONCORD  

6,400 

155,818 

17,150 

10,934 

183,902 

LEXINGTON 

..  13,300 

323,810 

35,639 

36,816 

396,265 

LINCOLN  

48,693 

5,359 

5,770 

59,822 

6,300 

153,383 

16,882 

4,523 

174,788 

226,423 

24,921 

6,412 

257,7  56 

5,600 

136,341 

15,006 

6,954 

158,301 

WESTON  

900 

21,912 

2,412 

894 

25,218 

TOTALS  

..  100.000% 

2,434,656 

267,966 

161,927 

2,864,549 

NOTE:  The  total  assessment  is  only  $60,549  more  than  that  for  the  previous  school  year 
even  though  the  operating  and  capital  budget  total  rose  4.76%  from  $6,782,100  in 
1979-1980  to  $7,105,038  in  1980-1981.  This  rise  was  offset  by  increased  aid  and 
revenue . 


STATE  AID  RECEIVED  BETWEEN  JULY  1  OF  1979  AND  JUNE  30  OF  1980 


CATEGORY  AMOUNT  RECEIVED 

Transportation  $  246,341.00 

Chapter  70  (includes  Special  Ed)  1,598,899.00 

Construction  Grant   1,609,848.00 

Chapter  645 

Regional  Aid   264,674.00 

Chapter  71,  16d   

TOTAL  $3,719,762.00 


NOTE:     Aid  and  district  revenue  are  used  to  reduce  assessments  of  costs  to  member 
towns. 
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Financial  Report 


Board  of  Assessors 


The  Assessing  Department  is  to  the  Munici- 
pality, what  the  hub  is  to  the  wheel.  As  the 
hub  supports  the  outer  rim  of  the  wheel,  the 
Assessing  department  supports  the  Town  by  gen- 
erating the  funds  to  support  the  Municipali- 
ties Service  Departments. 

During  the  course  of  the  year  the  Board 
held  regular  monthly  meetings  on  the  first 
Wednesday  of  each  month  at  5:00  P.M. 

Charlotte  Crossman  retired  this  past  Sep- 
tember after  12  years  of  service  to  the  Town. 
Charlotte's  retirement  wish  is  to  sell  her 
house,  be  rid  of  Real  Estate  Taxes,  and  live 
on  their  boat.     Happy  sailing,  Charlotte! 

James  J.  Kotanchick,  Chairman. 

Edward  H.  O'Donoghue,  Jr. 

Paul  M.  Wexelblat,  Clerk 
Board  of  Assessors 

Victor  E.  Stewart, 
Assistant  Assessor 


TAX  RATE  SUMMARY 

1.  Gross  amount  to  be  raised 

2.  Estimated  receipts  & 

available  funds 

3.  Net  amount  to  be  raised 

4.  Real  Property  valuation 

5.  Personal  Property  valuation 

6.  Total  property  valuation 

7.  Tax  Rate 

School 
General 
Total 

8.  Real  property  tax 

9.  Personal  property  tax 

10.  Total  taxes  levied 

on  property 


15,520,820.15 

3,770,879.15 
11,749,941.00 
360,123,600.00 
9,371,400.00 
369,495,000.00 

17.38 
14.42 


31.80 

11,451,930.48 
298,010.52 

11,749,941.00 


Looking  back  one  hundred  and  five  years  to  the 
assessment  records  of  1875,  the  tax  rate 
summary  was  as  follows: 

Valuation  of  Real  Estate  974,485.00 
Valuation  of  Personal  Estate  261,771.00 
Total  valuation  May  1st  1875  1,236,256.00 
Rate  of  tax  $12.50  per  thousand 
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M 1 1  in  K  o  ■•*■    <"\  f    a  r  r*P  c     1  ann  t"av^H 
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Numb e r  of  po lis 

a  on 

T^t.i  til  1  i  n  o     1 1 1  ti  i  >c  t  >  c 
Uw  C  L  1  UUUOCO 
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pnr  «i  &  s 
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314 

843 
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If) 

Money  tax  for  1875 

OLdLC  IdA 

L  1  J  (J  W  •  v*  W 

L,UUll  L  y  IdA 

1  013.62 

Town  Grant 

9,000.00 

Town  Grant  for  Schools 

2,500.00 

Town  Grant  for  Highways  2,000.00 
Overlay 

327.18 

1  $16,420.80 

Number  of  children  between  5  &  15  years  285 

Board  of  Assessors  1875 
William  D.  Tuttle  Aaron  C.  Handley 

Phineas  Wetherbee 


Town  Accountant 


This  report  covers  the  financial  transac- 
tions of  the  Town  for  the  year  ended  June  30, 
1980.  Included  is  a  detailed  statement  of  the 
expenditures  of  each  department  and  tabluated 
record  showing  appropriations  and  balances, 
also  balance  sheet  as  of  June  30  1980.  We  have 
verified     the     accounts     of     the     Collector  of 


Taxes  and  the  Treasurer  and  have  checked  the 
various  trust  accounts  in  the  custody  of  the 
Treasurer. 

W.  Roy  Wetherby, 
Town  Accountant 
Mary  E.  Larson, 
Temporary  Town  Accountant 


BONDED  TOWN  DEBT 

The  following  consolidated  schedule  reflects  the  funded  town  debt  as  at 
June  30,  1980. 

All  principal  and  interest  payments  have  been  made  when  due: 


Interest 

Purpose 

Original 

Unpa  id 

Unpaid 

Total 

Rate 

Bonded 

Principal 

Interest 

Bonded 

Amount 

Payment 

Liability 

3.5% 

Douglas  School 

725,000.00 

210,000.00 

22,050.00 

232,050.00 

4.1% 

Gates  School 

114,500.00 

440,000.00 

72,160.00 

512,160.00 

5.7% 

Conant  School 

162,500.00 

880,000.00 

275,880.00 

1,155,880.00 

5.0% 

Conservation  & 

Sanitary 

407,000.00 

75,000.00 

1,875.00 

76,875.00 

4.2% 

McCarthy  Towne 

School 

750,000.00 

500,000.00 

72,240.00 

572,240.00 

4.2% 

Conservation  & 

Recreation 

118,000.00 

50,000.00 

5,460.00 

55,460.00 

Conserva  t  ion 

165,000.00 

165,000.00 

8,645.00 

173,645.00 

6.5% 

Conservation 

88,000.00 

88,000.00 

7,347.00 

95,347.00 

Police  Station 

32,900.00 

32,900.00 

1,872.00 

34,772.00 

Total 

$5,055,900.00 

2,330,900.00 

467,529.00 

2,908,429.00 

Current  Liability 
Long  Term  Liability 


377,900.00 
$2,063,000.00 


99,813.00  477,713.00 
$367,716.00  $2,430,716.00 


TOWN  OF  ACTON  RECEIPTS 
FISCAL  YEAR  ENDED  JUNE  30,  1980 


ACCOUNT 
GENERAL  REVENUE 

TAXES 

Local 

Property 

Tax  Title  Redemptions 
Vessel,  Farm  Animal  Excise 
From  the  State  and  Local  Aid  Fund 
Valuation  Basis 
Programs 


AMOUNT 


10,241,167.77 
256,974.13 
546.30 

443,702.09 
605,774.00 
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LICENSES  AND  PERMITS 


Alcoholic  Beverage 

29,724.91 

All  Other 

53,497.63 

FINES  AND  FORFEITS 

78,413.80 

GRANTS  AND  GIFTS 

Entitlements-Federal  Revenue  Sharing(P. L. 92 .  512 ) 

254,567.00 

School 

Public  Law  874 

30,658.14 

Other 

74, 317.00 

Other  Purposes 

Conservation 

85,100.00 

Other 

40,900.00 

Grants  from  State-School 

Transportation  (inc.  Cigarette  Tax 

Distribution) 

110,155.00 

Food  Service  (Lunches) 

59,659.17 

Building  Assistance 

142,830.00 

Other  School 

804.00 

Other  Purposes 

Highways  -  Chapter  81  Ch.   616,  Acts 

of  1967  &  1969 

141,651.00 

Library  Aid 

6,828.38 

Other 

77,283.00 

Grants  from  County-  Dog  Fund 

1,525.01 

Gifts  from  Individuals  and  Others 

26, 753.00 

COMMERICAL  REVENUE 

PRIVILEGES 

Motor  Vehicle  Excise 

1,312,336.83 

DEPARTMENTAL 

Manager,  Commission,  Selectmen 

1,422.00 

Ac  coun tan  t 

833.58 

Treasurer 

174.95 

Collector 

17,121.37 

Town  Clerk 

4,800.00 

683.75 

Planning  Board 

1,788.75 

Other  General  Departments 

1,537.56 

PUBLIC  SAFETY 

Police  Department 

6,072.75 

Fire  Department 

5,990.95 

Sealer  of  Weights  and  Measures 

194.00 

HEALTH,   SANITATION  AND  HOSPITALS 
Public  Health  Nursing 

$  52,535.36 

All  Other 

3,704.00 

HIGHWAYS 

State 

51,196.00 

All  Other 

15,027.50 

SCHOOLS 

Tuition  from  Municipalities  and  other  states 

28,287.30 

Sale  of  Text  Books  and  Supplies 

1.00 

Rent  of  Facilities 

26,133.73 

Food  Service  (Sale  of  Lunches) 

108  916.60 

Other 

1 ,071 .25 

VETERANS' SERVICES 

Reimbursement  for  Relief 

13,053.34 

LIBRARY 

12,064.29 

RECREATION 

40  506.39 

UNCLASSIFIED 

Rental  of  Municipal  Property 

905.00 

Miscellaneous 

4,608.00 

CEMETERIES 

Sales  of  Lots  and  Graves 

3,260.00 

Care  of  Lots 

880.30 

Miscellaneous 

9,852.75 

INTEREST 

On  Deposits 

92,236.87 

On  Taxes  and  Assessments 

75,700.39 

On  Public  Trust  Funds 

Public  Assistance 

5,828.30 

School 

1,423.89 

Library 

1,009.60 

Cemetery 

42,734.88 

Federal  Revenue  Sharing  (P.L.  92-512) 

17,306.57 

Other 

11,094.39 
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MUNICIPAL  INDEBTEDNESS 


SINKING 
AGENCY, 


REFUNDS 


Anticipation  of  Revenue  Loans 

j  ,  UjU , UUU • UU 

Other  Temporary  Loans 

JOB ,Zj£ .  UU 

:  FUNDS 

ft?    7f)Q  71 

TRUST     AND  TNVFSTMFNT 

etri     t"    Ta  v 0 c 

UlalllWL      Id  Xr S 

A1     1 A 

Licenses  for  the  State 

6,810.35 

Dog  Licenses  for  the  County 

3 , 394. 75 

Deposits  for  Services 

616,062 .99 

la  1  1  1 E1K8 

soy . / / 

rol I  Deduc  t  ions 

ft  Or  l  d  1     w  1  LlinOlU  1  lift     Id  X 

O0^    £7/.  In 

Cfaf  p     LJ  i  t  h  h  n  1  rl  i  no    To  v 
uLdLC      W  1  L  1  1 1 IU  I  U  1  1 1  ^  laA 

7  Q  7   A  ft  Q  "iT 

Group  Insurance 

44, 794.84 

Retirement  Fund 

255,263.87 

Other 

242,398.87 

Perpetual  Care  Funds 

33,325.16 

Olhpr    PtiHIir    Trncf  PiinHc 

AQ   71  Q  7 

General  Governments 

51 ,640.03 

TOTAL  RECEIPTS 

$  20,745,832.10 

STATEMENT  OF  APPROPRIATIONS  AND  DISBURSEMENTS 
JULY  1,  1979  TO  JUNE  30,  1980 


WARRANT  BUDGET  ITEM 


APPROPRIATED 
OR  AVAILABLE 


DISBURSED 


BALANCE 


General  Government: 
Moderator 

1.  Salary 

2.  Expenses 

Finance  Committee 

3.  Expenses 


Selectmen 

4.  Salaries 

5-  Expenses 

3.  Capital  Outlay 

7.  Legal  Services 

8.  Legal  Service  Expense: 

9.  Appraisals  &  Surveys 

10.  Out  of  State  Travel 

Town  Office  Clerical  Staff 

11.  Expenses 

Engineering  Department 

12.  Salaries 

13.  Expenses 

Town  Accountant 

15.  Salary 

16.  Expenses 

16A.     Capital  Outlay 

Town  Treasurer  &  Collector 

17.  Salary 

18.  Expenses 

Town  Assessors 

19.  Salaries 

20.  Expenses 


200.00 
20.00 


200.00 


47,739.00 
43,300.00 
3,500.00 
54,000.00 
1,000.00 
1,000.00 
1,500.00 


182,686.00 


83,358.00 
5,000.00 


24,109.00 
23,955.00 
5,000.00 


19,274.00 
15,500.00 


23,210.00 
27,700.00 


120.00  $ 
0.00 


200.00 


43,420.45 
43,300.00 

2,954.69 
54,000.00 

1,000.00 
702.00 

1,450.00 


179,743. 13 


82,392. 15 
4,927.45 


23,639.92 
23,948.11 
5,000.00 


19,274.00 
15,500.00 


23,208.08 
27,668. 72 


80.00 
20.  00 


0.00 


4,318.55 
0.00 
545.31 
0.00 
0.00 
298.00 
50.00 


2,942.87 


965.85 
72.  55 


469.03 
6.89 
0-00 


0.00 
0.00 


1.92 
31.28 
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WARRANT  BUDGET  ITEM 


APPROPRIATED 
OR  AVAILABLE 


DISBURSED 


BALANCE 


Town  Clerk 

21.  Salary 

22.  Expenses 

Election  &  Registrations 

23.  Salaries 

24.  Expenses 


10,577.00 
1,085.00 


11,489.24 
6,069. 16 


10,383.00 
685. 17 


11,489.24 
6,069. 16 


194.00 
399.83 


0.00 
0.00 


Planning  Board 

25.  Salaries 

26.  Expenses 


16,334.00 
5,785.00 


16,328.86 
5,779.87 


5.14 
5.13 


Personnel  Board 

27.  Expenses 

Board  of  Appeals 

28.  Expenses 

Conservation 

29.  Salaries 

30.  Expenses 

Archives  Committee 

31.  Expenses 

Public  Ceremonies  &  Celebrations 

32.  Expenses 

Building  &  Grounds 
33-  Salaries 
34.  Utilities 
36.     Capital  Outlay 

Town  Report  Committee 
37-  Expenses 

Youth  Commission 
38.  Code 
39-  Expenses 

Historical  Commission 
40.  Expenses 

Council  on  Aging 
41A.  Salaries 
41B.  Expenses 

Total  General  Government 

Protection  of  Persons  &  Property: 
Police  Department 

42.  Salaries 

43.  Other  Salaries 

44.  Expenses 

45.  Capital  Outlay 

Fire  Department 

46.  Salaries 

47.  Other  Salaries 

48.  Expenses 

49.  Capital  Outlay 


100.00 


1,031.93 


5,916.00 
4,095.00 


1,200.00 
2,340.00 


24,813.00 
60,000.00 
18,020.00 


8,000.00 


10,000.00 
8,300.00 


200.00 


8,750.00 
7,002.00 

773,358.33 


437,249.00 
141,181.00 
26,763.00 
0.00 


541,564.23 
194,114.47 
46,040.00 
5,345.00 


0.00 


1,031.93 


4,295.36 
1,895.07 


55.00 


2,337.60 


23,217.75 
54,029.57 
18,018.05 


7,903.  13 


10,000.00 
7,620. 53 


198.53 


8,583. 30 
7,001.98 

749,371.80 


421,980.32 
131,509.49 
26,757. 12 
0.00 


541,564.23 
194,114.47 
45,756.95 
5,290.00 


100. 00 


0.00 


1,620.64 
2,199.93 


1,145.00 
2.40 


1,595.25 
5,970.43 
1.95 


96.87 


0.00 
679.47 


1.47 


166. 70 
 .02 

23,986.53 


15,268. 68 
9,671.51 
5.88 
0.00 


0.00 
0.00 
283.05 
55.00 


Sealer  of  Weights 

50.  Salary 

51.  Expenses 


600. 00 
150.00 


600. 00 
0.00 


0.00 
150.00 


APPROPRIATED 

WARRANT  BUDGET  ITEM  OR  AVAILABLE  DISBURSED  BALANCE 


Insect  Pest  Control 


52.  Wages  $ 

53.  Expenses 

6,900.00 
5,385.00 

$         6,883.  56  $ 
5,292.83 

16.44 
92. 17 

Town  Forest 

54.  Expenses 

100. 00 

96.48 

3.52 

Tree  Department 
55.  Wages 
56-  Expenses 

9,620. 00 
8,710.00 

9,553.60 
8,494.50 

66.40 
215. 50 

Inspectpr  of  Wires 
57.  Expenses 

8,214.00 

3,214.00 

0.00 

Inspector  of  Gas  &  Piping 
58.  Expenses 

2,356.50 

2,356.50 

0.00 

Building  Commission 

59.  Salaries 

60.  Expenses 

42,203.00 
2,875.00 

40,781.00 
2,798.52 

1,422.00 
76.48 

Dog  Officer 

61.  Wages 

62.  Expenses 

1,200.00 
700. 00 

1,200. 00 
700.00 

0.00 
0. 00 

Building  Committee 
63.  Expenses 

50.00 

0.  00 

50.00 

Civil  Defense 
64.  Expenses 

2,650. 00 

2 ,649. 73 

•  27 

Town  Utilities 

65.  Hydrant  Rental 

66.  Street  Lights 

47,625.00 
59,332.05 

46,200.00 
59.332.05 

1,425.00 
0.  00 

Total  Protection  of  Persons  &  Property 

1.590,927.25 

1.562.125.35 

28,801.90 

Highways 

Highway  Department 

67.  Salaries  &  Wages 

68.  Overtime  for  Snow 

69.  Expenses 

70.  Drainage 

71.  Snow  and  Ice  Removal 

/  *m  •        I  lav.  11 X  lie  1  y     &A  \ '     1 1  b  t-  a 

73.  Gasoline  &  Diesel  Fuel 

74.  Secondary  Road  Maintenance 

75.  Primary  Road  Maintenance 

76.  Capital  Outlay 

238,571.00 
27,825.00 
69,170.00 
21,137.00 
84,200.00 
£>r  nn 

DO , D JU» UU 

71,000.00 
49,717.00 
17,065.00 
11,900.00 

238,558.17 
10,124.09 
68,927.71 
20,498.95 
51,943.93 
(\ ft  a  so  no 

71,000.00 
49,717.00 

I.  7,020.59 

II,  900.00 

12.83 
17,700.91 
242- 29 
638.05 
32,256.07 
n  nn 

0.00 
0. 00 
44.41 
0.00 

Total  Highways 

659.235.00 

608.340. 44 

50.894.56 

Health  and  Sanitation: 
Board  of  Health 
7  7  •     S l 1 1  ;i t  i s 

78.  Expenses 

79.  Garbage  Collection 

72  238.00 
54,696.08 
40,361.00 

72  161.74 
54,696.08 
40,360.32 

76.  26 
0.00 
.63 

Inspector  of  Animals 

ft  0          U  aero  c 

81.  Expenses 

?  An  nn 
70.00 

70.00 

n  nn 
0.00 

Plumbing  Inspector 
82-  Expenses 

5.280. 00 

5.280.00 

0.  00 

Total  Health  and  Sanitation 

172.845.08 

172.768. 14 

76.94 

1 1 1 


WARRANT  BUDGET  ITEM 


APPROPRIATED 
OR  AVAILABLE 


DISBURSED 


BALANCE 


Cemeteries: 
Cemetery  Department 

83.  Salaries 

84.  Expenses 

85.  Capital  Outlay 


63,302.00 
14,685.00 
0.00 


63,301.26 
14,678.00 
0.00 


.74 
7.00 
0.00 


Total  Cemeteries 


77,987.00 


77,979.26 


7.74 


Recreation: 
Recreation  Department 

86.  Salaries 

87.  Expenses 

88.  Capital  Outlay 


79,322.00 
29,661.00 
1,000.00 


69,317.04 
22,267.28 
273.  72 


10,004.96 
7,393.72 
726.28 


Total  Recreation 


109,983.00 


91,858.04 


13,124.96 


Veterans  Aid: 
Veterans  Services 

89.  Salary 

90.  Expenses 

91.  Aid 


1,500.00 
150. 00 
25,000.00 


1,500.00 
0.00 
17,885.00 


0.00 
150.00 
7,115.00 


Total  Veterans  Aid 


26,650.00 


19,385.00 


7,265.00 


Pensions: 

92.     Pension  Fund 


201,503.79 


201,503.79 


0.00 


Total  Pension 


201,503.79 


201,503.79 


0.00 


Insurance: 

93.  Group  Health 

94.  Other  Insurance 

95.  Insurance  Advisor 


261,618.00 
147,979.04 
1,500.00 


234,126.81 
147,979.04 
1,500.00 


27,491. 19 
0. 00 
0.00 


Total  Insurance 


411,097.04 


383,605.85 


27,491.19 


Maturing  Debt  and  Interest  Town  Govern- 
ment : 

Conservation 

100.  Maturing  Debt  68,175.00               68,175.00  0.00 

101.  Interest  6,168.00                6,168.00  0.00 

Sanitary  Landfill 

102.  Maturing  Debt  26,325.00               26,825.00  0.00 

103.  Interest  1,977.00                1,977.00  0.00 

106.  Interest  Anticipation  of  Revenue  41 ,670. 44               41 ,670.44   0. 00 

Total  Maturing  Debt  and  Interest  144,815.44             144,815.44   0.00 

Libraries 
Memorial  Library 

107.  Salaries  141,898.00            141,530.77  367.23 

108.  Expenses  31,547.07               31,514.53  32.54 

109.  Books  34,500.00               34,490.46  9.54 

110.  Capital  Outlay  900.00                    900.00  0.00 

West  Acton  Library 

111.  Salaries  9,101.00                9,027-27  73.73 

112.  Expenses  3,722.00                3,716.  77   5^23 

Total  Libraries  221,668.07            22U179.80   488.27 


WARRANT  BUDGET  ITEM 


APPROPRIATED 
OR  AVAILABLE 


DISBURSED 


BALANCE 


Local  Schools: 
115A.     Operating  Expenses 
115B.     Out  of  State  Travel 
116.     Blanchard  Auditorium  Expenses 


4,031,771.00 
900. 00 
40,897.00 


4,005,906. 19 
659.5.1 
40,897.00 


25,864.81 
23C.49 
0.00 


Total  Local  Schools 


4,073,563.00 


4,047,472.70 


26,095.30 


Maturing  Debt  and  Interest  Local  School: 
McCarthy  Town  School 

117.  Maturing  Debt                                          80,000-00  80,000.00 

118.  Interest                                                  22,680.00  22,680.00 


0.00 
0.00 


Douglas  School 

121-  Maturing  Debt 
122.  Interest 


35,000.00 
7,963.00 


35,000.00 
7,962.50 


0.00 
.50 


Gates  School 

123.  Maturing  Debt 

124.  Interest 


55,000.00 
19,168.00 


55,000.00 
19,167.50 


0.00 
.50 


Conant  School 

125.  Maturing  Debt 

126.  Interest 


80,000.00 
52,440.00 


80,000.00 
52,440.00 


0.00 
0.00 


Total  Maturing  Debt  and  Interest 


352,251.00 


352,250.00 


1.00 


Regional  Schools. 
129A.     Operating  Budget 
129B.     Out  of  State  Travel 
130.     Maturing  Debt  and  Interest 


3,658,081.00 
2,320.00 
185,134.00 


$  3,658,081.00 
2,320.00 
185,133.98 


0.00 
0.00 
.02 


Total  Regional  Schools 


3,845,535.00 


3,845,534.98 


.02 


Minuteman  Vocational  School: 

132.  Operating  Budget 

133.  Maturing  Debt  and  Interest 


326,584.00 
2,915.00 


326,584.00 
2,915.00 


0.00 
0.00 


Other  Vocational  Schools: 

134.     Tuition  and  Transportation 


15,185.00 


10,063. 15 


5,121.85 


Total  Vocational  Schools 
Total  Appropriation  Disbursed 


344,684.00 
13,006,108.00 


339,562. 15 
12,817,752. 74 


5,121.85 
188,355.26 


Other  Disbursement; 


DISBURSED 


AMOUNT 


Revenue  Sharing  Transfers 
Certificate  of  Deposit 


271,873.57 
909,858.33 


Refunds: 


1976  Personal  Property  Tax 

1978  Personal  Property  Tax 

1979  Personal  Property  Tax 

1980  Personal  Property  Tax 

1977  Real  Estate  Tax 

1978  Real  Estate  Tax 

1979  Real  Estate  Tax 

1980  Real  Estate  Tax 

1973  Motor  Vehicle  Excise  Tax 

1977  Motor  Vehicle  Excise  Tax 

1978  Motor  Vehicle  Excise  Tax 

1979  Motor  Vehicle  Excise  Tax 

1980  Motor  Vehicle  Excise  Tax 


17.28 
9.18 
85.26 
36.  75 
100.00 
52,593.75 
79,126.62 
31,520.73 

128.70 
50.  53 
8,106.49 
16,336.39 
1,067. 54 


189,179.22 


I  13 


DISBURSED 


AMOUNT 


Insurance  Recovery 
Vendor  Refund  Recovery 
Interest  and  Other  Refunds 

Trust  Fund  Transfers: 

Youth  Prog.  Jenks  Fund 

Conservation 

Arlette  Appleyard 

Perpetual  Care 

A.  B.  Conant  Family 

Dr.  Davis 

M.  Desmond 

Robbins  &  Family 

E.  Robbins 

Robbins  &  Ames 

Elizabeth  White  Charity 

Georgia  Whitney  Memorial 

Georgia  Whitney  Charity 

Georgia  Whitney  Cemetery 

Frank  Hayward 

Hoitt  &  Scott 

Mrs.  Harry  O'Neil 

Frank  Knowlton 

Luke  Blanchard 

Henry  Raymond 

Hosmer  Fund 

J.   Roland  Wetherbee 

Sarah  Watson 

Carrie  Wells 

Jenks  Family 

Mary  &  Charles  Smith 

Ernest  Jones 

Conant  H.   S.  Library 

Mildred  P  Moore 


3,413.93 
520.00 
4,236.44 


750.00 
14,773.57 
59.28 
18,615.65 
25.00 
25.14 
80.00 
9.00 
57.28 
19.50 
588.94 
1,447.50 
800.00 
182.09 
43.28 
34. 14 
16.14 
41.28 
90.06 
213.03 
6,298.82 
519.88 
334.56 
53. 14 
9,658.54 
52.28 
26.78 
319.60 
355.69 


Trust  Fund  Transfers  Continued 
Newell  B  Tainter 
William  A  Wilde 
Planter  Fund 


1,085.40 
25.00 
43.32 


56,643.89 


Temporary  Loans: 

Anticipation  of  Revnue 
Highway  Revenue 


3,050,000.00 
102,392.00 


3,152,392.00 


Payroll  Withholdings: 

Federal  Tax 
State  Tax 
County  Retirement 
Teacher  Retirement 
Teacher  School  Insurance 
Group  Life  Insurance 
Blue  Cros==  &  Shield 
Health  Insurance  Retirees 
School  Maintenance  Dues 
Suburban  Credit  Union 
M.  T.  A.  Credit  Union 
Fire  Department  Dues 
Highway  Department  Dues 
Teachers  Dues 
Teachers  Annunities 
Deferred  Compensation 
Disability  Insurance 


Agency: 


Performance  Bond,  Plan.  Bd. 
Performance  Bond  Deposit 
Performance  Bond,  Selectmen 
Cafeteria  Revolving  Fund 


940,036. 37 
287,538.85 
107,770.14 
103,235.95 
2,007.53 
5,096.56 
25,326. 16 
13,944.11 
1,064.00 
94,784.02 
34,792.00 
2,844.00 
1,214.00 
16,915.06 
84,913.84 
20,330.25 
1,590. 62 


54,317.04 
8,239.72 
84,017.46 
171,659.12 


1,743,403.46 


1  14 


DISBURSED 


AMOUNT 


Police  Off  Duty  Details 
Other  Off  Duty  Details 
Dog  License  to  Middlesex  County 
Division  of  Fish  &  G^me  License 
Sales  Tax,  Commonwealth  of  Mass 
Tax  Collections  due  other  Towns 
Perpetual  Care  Bequests 
Recreation  Revolving  Funds 


33,096. 35 
91.26 
3,326.70 
6,479.35 
20.54 
6,036.53 
12,321.00 
3,393.28 


382,998. 35 


Federal  Funds: 


Title 

1 

Pro  79-002-155 

386.90 

Title 

1 

Pro  80-002-155 

21,026.20 

Title 

6B 

Imp.   Speech  and  Languages 

1,962.94 

Title 

4C 

Basic  Challenge 

28,778.86 

Title 

4A 

PL  93-380 

127.85 

Title 

4B 

Educ   Library  &  Learning 

6,268. 65 

Title 

2, 

Antirecession  Funds  Highway 

2,600.00 

61,151.40 


Public  Law  874 


43,700.00 


Gifts  and  BeQuest- 

Memorial  Library 
W.    R.   Grace  Gift 
William  Jones  Gift 
Conservation,  Brush  Hog 


144.85 
46,846.42 
120.00 
800.00 


47,911.27 


Grants : 


Bi-Cent  Grant     Local  Growth 


135.00 


State  and  County  Assessments: 
County  Tax 

Air  Polution  Control 
Mosquito  Control 
State  Recreation  Area 
Audit  Municipal  Accounts 
Metropolitan  Area  Planning  Council 
Motor  Vehicle  Excise  Tax  Bills 
Group  Insurance,  Elderly 


354,714.02 
1 ,936.  57 
24,626. 19 
94,266.22 
13,125. 67 
2,731.35 
2,567.85 
531.23 


494,499. 10 


Incumbered  Funds: 
Town  Clerk 
Recreation 


224. 50 
478.25 


Articles: 

1 

4/79 

Indenpent  Audit 

6,619.20 

1 

11/76 

Parking  Facilities  S.  Acton 

23.00 

7 

4/79 

Contributory  Retirement 

56,000.00 

13 

4/78 

Fireproof  Doors 

175. 36 

13 

12/74 

Plans  Refuse  Disposal  Area 

1,860.00 

16 

4/76 

Septage  Disposal  Area 

52.34 

16 

5/75 

Ambulance  Service 

1,677. 12 

17 

4/76 

Waste  Water  Study 

6,075.00 

17 

4/78 

Septage  Disposal  Facility 

1 ,220.26 

26 

4/77 

Purchase  Fire  Truck 

54.55 

32 

4/78 

Lighting  At  Library 

29.71 

36 

4/79 

Conservation  Fund 

7,000.00 

3 

10/79 

Hydroge logical  Study 

14,700.00 

8 

4/79 

Secondary  Road  Maintenance 

64,090.12 

10 

4/76 

Road  Construction  &  Improvements 

5,379. 67 

10 

5/75 

Surplus  Gov.  Prop. 

350.00 

14 

5/75 

Sewage  Disposal  Construction 

64.68 

18 

4/78 

Culvert 

7,920.00 

18 

4/79 

M.   B.  T.   A.   Commuter  Service 

3,800. 38 

19 

4/79 

Senior  Citizen  Transportation 

995.12 

20 

4/79 

Fire  Station  Study 

3,000.00 

23 

4/79 

Police  Department  Vehicles 

30,037.00 

24 

4/79 

Police  Station  Land  Purchase 

32,824.76 

24 

5/74 

Sidewalk  Construction 

452. 79 

I  15 


DISBURSED 


AMOUNT 


Articles  Continued: 


25 

4/79 

Fire  Engine  Reconditioning 

44,000.00 

26 

4/79 

Departmental  Equipment 

79,096.00 

29 

4/79 

Back  Hoe 

9,350.65 

31 

4/78 

Library  Ramp 

1,959.87 

32 

4/79 

West  Acton  Souare 

3,289.48 

33 

4/79 

Fire  Station  Parking 

5,962. 20 

34 

3/73 

Dev.  Town  Owned  Land 

3,973. 85 

34 

4/79 

Concord  Tee  do  Land 

42  980.40 

35 

4/78 

Conservation  Brush  Hog 

941.00 

35 

4/79 

Wetlands  Mapping 

21,187.88 

38 

4/79 

Averett  Conservation  Land  Purchase 

86,265.75 

44 

5/74 

Mt.   Hope  Cemetery  Roads 

2,051.50 

4 

10/79 

Quinn  Land  Conservation  Purchase 

160,917. 43 

62 

3/70 

Mt.   Hope  Cemetery  Improvements 

892.00 

Total  Articles  707,269.07 
Highway  Construction  Contracts  51,196.00 
Total  Disbursed  $20,938,836. 52 
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Street  Index  List 


Street  Name 

Precinct 

Street  Name 

Precinct 

Street  Name 

Precinct 

Street  Name 

Precinct 

Adams  Street 

6 

Emerson  Drive 

4 

Lillian  Road 

2 

Quarry  Road 

1 

Agawam  Road 

3 

Esterbrook  Road 

1 

Lincoln  Drive 

2 

Railroad  Street 

6 

Alcott  Street 

4 

Ethan  Allen  Drive 

5 

Littlefield  Road 

3 

Redwood  Road 

4 

Algonquin  Road 

3 

Evergreen  Road 

2 

Long  Ridge  Road 

2 

Revolutionary  Road 

2 

Apple  Valley  Road 

5 

Fairway  Road 

6 

Lothrop  Road 

3 

River  Street 

61 

Arborwood  Road 

4 

Faulkner  Hill  Road 

6 

Madison  Lane 

2 

Robbins  Street 

51 

Arlington  Street 

2 

Fernwood  Road 

4 

Magnolia  Drive 

4 

Robert  Road 

6 

Arlington  Street 

3 

Fife  &  Drum  Road 

2 

Main  Street 

1 

Robinwood  Road 

4 

Arlington  Street 

5 

Flagg  Road 

1 

Main  Street 

2 

Rose  Court 

4 

Ashwood  Road 

4 

Fletcher  Court 

6 

Main  Street 

4 

Russell  Road 

4 

Azalea  Court 

4 

Flint  Road 

3 

Main  Street 

6 

Samuel  Parlin  Drive 

2 

Balsam  Drive 

2 

Flintlock  Drive 

5 

Mallard  Road 

3 

Sandalwood  Road 

4 

Bank  Side  Hollow 

01718 

1 

Forest  Road 

4 

Maple  Street 

5 

Sandas  Trail 

5' 

Barker  Road 

4 

Fort  Pond  Road 

2 

Marian  Road 

5 

School  Street 

41 

Baxter  Road 

3 

Foster  Street 

4 

Martin  Street 

5 

School  Street 

6 

Bayberry  Road 

4 

Fox  Hill  Road 

6 

Massachusetts  Avenue 

3 

Seminole  Road 

3 

Berry  Lane 

4 

Francine  Road 

4 

Massachusetts  Avenue 

4 

Seneca  Court 

3 

Beth  Circle 

1 

Fraser  Drive 

3 

Massachusetts  Avenue 

5 

Seneca  Road 

3 

Betsy  Ross  Circle 

5 

Freedom  Farms  Road 

3 

Mead  Terrace 

5 

Silver  Hill  Road 

61 

Beverly  Road 

4 

Cioconda  Avenue 

6 

Meadow  Brook  Road 

2 

Simon  Hapgood  Lane 

II 

Billings  Street 

5 

Grasshopper  Lane 

2 

Meadows  Edge 

01718 

1 

Simon  Willard  Road 

2 

Birch  Ridge  Road 

5 

Creat  Elm  Way 

01718  1 

Meeting  House  Road 

6 

Sioux  Street 

3 

Black  Horse  Drive 

5 

Great  Road 

1 

Merriam  Lane 

6 

Smart  Road 

5j 

Brabrook  Road 

1 

Great  Road 

4 

Minot  Avenue 

4 

South  Street 

1 

Broadview  Street 

6 

Green  Wood  Lane 

2 

Minuteman  Road 

2 

Spencer  Road 

31 

Bromfield  Road 

4 

Grist  Mill  Road 

5 

Mohawk  Drive 

3 

Split  Rock 

01718  1 

Brook  Street 

1 

H  ammond  Street 

2 

MohcgaU  Road 

3 

Spring  1 1  ill  Road 

1 

Brook  Street 

2 

H  arris  Street 

1 

Musket  Drive 

2 

Spruce  Street 

3 

Brookside  Ci  rcle 

6 

Harvard  Court 

1 

Myrtle  Drive 

4 

Squirrel  Hill  Road 

5 

Brown  Bear  Crossing 

01718 

1 

Hatch  Road 

6 

Madine  Road 

4 

St.  J  allies  Circle 

4 

Brucewood  Road 

4 

Hawthorne  Street 

4 

Nagog  Hill  Road 

2 

Stow  Street 

5 

Buletie  Road 

2 

Haynes  Court 

5 

Nash  Road 

5 

Strawberry  Hill  Road 

1 

Butternut  Hollow 

1 

Hayward  Road 

2 

Nashoba  Road 

3 

Summer  Street 

5 

Capt.  Brown's  Lane 

3 

Hayward  Road 

3 

Newton  Road 

2 

Sylvia  Street 

6 

Capt.  Forbush  Lane 

3 

Heald  Road 

2 

North  Street 

1 

Taylor  Road 

4 

Carlisle  Road 

1 

Hemlock  Lane 

2 

Notre  Dame  Road 

5 

Thoreau  Road 

4 

Carlton  Drive 

6 

Henley  Road 

1 

Oakwood  Road 

4 

Tieonderoga  Road 

5 

Carriage  Drive 

6 

Hennessey  Drive 

4 

Old  Beaver  Brook 

01718 

1 

Torringlon  Lane 

3 

Cedar  Terrace 

3 

Heritage  Road 

4 

Old  Colony  Lane 

4 

Town  House  Lane 

4 

Central  Street 

3 

Hickory  Hill  Trail 

2 

Old  Meadow  Lane 

6 

Townsend  Road 

5 

Central  Street 

5 

High  Street 

6 

Old  Stone  Brook 

01718 

1 

Trask  Road 

2 

Chad  wick  Street 

6 

H ighland  Road 

5 

Old  Village  Road 

2 

Tumbling  Hawk 

01718  1 

Charter  Road 

3 

H illcrest  Drive 

6 

Olde  Lantern  Road 

5 

Tultle  Drive 

3 

Cherokee  Road 

3 

H  illside  Terrace 

5 

Olde  Surrev  Drive 

6 

Valley  Road 

6 

Cherry  Ridge  Road 

.5  , 

Homestead  Street 

5 

Oneida  Road 

3 

Vanderhclt  Road 

6 

Church  Street 

5 

Horseshoe  Drive 

2 

Orchard  Drive 

3 

Wachuselt  Drive 

3 

Clover  Hill  Rd 

6 

Hosmer  Street 

4 

Parker  Street 

6 

Wampus  Avenue 

1 

Con  an  t  Street 

6 

Houghton  Lane 

3 

Partridge  Pond  Road 

4 

Washington  Drive 

2 

Concord  Road 

2 

Huckleberry  Lane 

4 

Patrick  Henry  Circle 

5 

Waterside  Clearing 

01718  1 

Coolidge  Drive 

2 

H uron  Road 

3 

Patriots  Road 

2 

Wavside  Lane 

3 

Coughlin  Street 

4 

Independence  Road 

6 

Paul  Revere  Road 

5 

West  Road 

3 

Country  Club  Road 

6 

I  ris  Court 

4 

Phalen  Street 

4 

Wetherbee  Street 

4 

Cowdrey  Lane 

2 

Isaac  Davis  Way 

2 

Pheasant  Hill 

01718 

1 

Wheeler  Lane 

i 
1 

Crescent  Street 

2 

J  ackson  Drive 

2 

Phlox  Lane 

4 

Whiltier  Drive 

4 

Crestwood  Lane 

5 

J efferson  Drive 

2 

Pine  Cone  Strand 

01718 

1 

Willis  H olden  Drive 

Z 

Cricket  Way 

2 

J ohn  Swi ft  Road 

2 

Pine  Street 

6 

Willow  Street 

£ 
D 

Cross  Street 

1 

Joseph  Reed  Lane 

3 

Pinewood  Road 

4 

Wilson  Lane 

2 

Davis  Road 

1 

J  uniper  Ridge  Road 

5 

Piper  Lane 

4 

Windemere  Drive 

t 

j 

Deacon  Hunt  Drive 

3 

Countryside  Road 

2 

Piper  Road 

4 

Windsor  Avenue 

5 

Doris  Road 

4 

Keefe  Road 

4 

Pond  View  Drive 

6 

Winter  Street 

t 

Downey  Road 

5 

Kelley  Road 

4 

Pope  Road 

1 

Wi«>d  Lane 

9 

Driftwood  Road 

4 

Kinslev  Road 

3 

Powder  Horn  Lane 

5 

Woodburv  Lane 

9!l 
Z  1 

Drummer  Road 

6 

Knowlton  Drive 

3 

Powder  Mill  Road 

6 

Woodchester  Road 

kJ 
D 

Duggan  Road 

5 

Larch  Road 

2 

Proctor  Street 

1 

Wright  Terrace 

■ 

Durkee  Road 

3 

Laurel  Court 

4 

Prospect  Street 

3 

Eliot  Circle 

2 

Laws  Brook  Road 

4 

Prospect  Street 

4 

Elm  Court 

3 

Li bertv  Street 

5 

Putter  Drive 

6 

Elm  Street 

3 

Lilac  Court 

4 

Quaboag  Road 

3 
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THE 
VILLAGE  OF 
NAGOG  WOODS 

INCLUDES  THESE 
RESIDENTIAL  WAYS 
WHICH  ARE  NOT  SHOWN 
ON   THIS  MAP: 

BANK   SIDE  HOLLOW 
BROWN  BEAR  CROSSING 
GREAT  ELM  WAY 
MEADOWS  EDGE 
OLD  BEAVER  BROOK 
OLD  STONE  BROOK 
PHEASANT  HILL 
PINE   CONE  STRAND 
SPLIT  ROCK 
TUMBLING  HAWK 
WATERSIDE  CROSSING 


634 
MAIN 
STREET 


40 
BROOK 
STREET 


NOTE:      STREET  NUMBERS   SHOWN  AT  PRECINCT 
BOUNDARIES   DO  NOT  NECESSARILY 
INDICATE  A  RESIDENTIAL  DWELLING. 
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APPROVED   FOR  POSTING 


TOWN  CLERK 


DATE 


STREET  MAP 

Of  THE  TOWH  OF 

ACTON,  MASSACHUSETTS 

PRECINCT  1 


VOTING  PLACE  -  Clubhouse,  Nagog  Woods 
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INDEX 


INDEX  136 

A-B  Jamboree   31 

Ac ton-Boxborough  Regional  School  District   86 

Advisory  Committee  on  Transportation   17 

Animal  Inspector   43 

Appeals,  Board  of   23 

Arts  Lottery  Council   31 

Assessors,  Board  of  106 

Births   46 

Building  Department   40 

Cemetary  Commission   21 

Civil  Defense  40 

Community  Education   93 

Conservation  Commission   20 

Conservation  Trust   20 

Council  on  Aging   26 

Dog  Licenses   54 

Dog  Officer   42 

Elections   49 

Elizabeth  White  Fund   22 

/  Fire  Department   35 

Goodnow  Fund   29 

Health,   Board  of   37 

Historical  Commission   56 

Housing  Authority   28 

Insect  Pest  Control   42 

Highway  Department   16 

Library  Reports   27 

Metropolitan  Area  Planning  Council   24 

Middlesex  Advisory  Board   23 

Minuteman  Regional  Vocational  Technical  High  School  100 

Planning  Board   25 

Police  Department   34 

Precinct  Maps  128 

Public  Health  Nursing  Service   39 

Public  Schools   86 

Recreation  Commission   28 

Sealer  of  Weights  and  Measures  42 

Selectmen,  Board  of   6 

Selectmen's  Report  on  Groundwater   6 

Town  Accountant  107 

Town  Engineer   17 

Town  Forest  Committee   19 

Town  Manager   8 

Town  Map  125 

Town  Meetings,  Proceedings  of   57 

Town  Officials  and  Appointments   9 

Town  Report  Committee   23 

Tree  Department   19 

Workmen's  Compensation  Agent   37 

Veteran's  Graves   21 

Youth  Commission   29 
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At  Your  Service 


EMERGENCY  NUMBERS  -  POLICE:    263  2911              FIRE:    263  9191              AMBULANCE:  263  9191 

Be  sure  to  give  your  name  and  address  as  well  as  the  nature  of  your  emergency.  Do  not  hang  up  until  you  are 
sure  your  message  has  been  understood. 

FOR  ANSWERS  ON:  CALL  THE:  TELEPHONE: 

Assessments                                                    Board  of  Assessors   263-2966 

Bills  and  Accounts                                          Town  Treasurer  and  l  ax  Collector   263  7018 

Birth.  Death,  Marriage  Certificates                 Town  Clerk's  Office   263  2761 

Building                                                      Building  Inspector   263-2709 

Cemeteries                                                  Cemetery  Superintendent   263-2240 

Civil  Defense                                                Director   263  2793 

Conservation  Commission                              Forest  Road   263-4448 

Dog  License                                               Town  Clerk's  Office   263-2761 

Dog  Problems                                              Dog  Officer   263  4979 

Education  Information                                   School  Superintendent    263-9503 

Elections,  Voting  and  Registration                  Town  Clerk's  Office   263-2761 

Engineering                                                   Town  Engineer's  Office   263-2709 

Finance                                                       Chairman  of  Finance  Committee   263-3179 

Fire  (Routine  and  Permits)                            Fire  Department    263  4366 

Garbage  and  Refuse                                     Board  of  Health   263-4736 

Health  and  Sanitation                                   Board  of  Health   263-4736 

Highways  and  Streets                                      Highway  Department   263  5332 

Home  Nursing                                               Board  of  Health:  Visiting  Nurse   263  4736 

Hunting  and  Fishing  Licenses                        Town  Clerk's  Office   263  2761 

Library                                                       Librarian,  Memorial  Library   263  2232 

Librarian,  Citizens  Library  of  West  Acton   263  9222 

Licenses                                                      Selectmen-Town  Manager   263  2761 

Board  of  Health   263  4736 

Mosquito  Control                                            Board  of  Health   263  4736 

Nurses  (School)                                            School  Nurse,  Junior  &  High   263-7738 

Nurses  (School)                                            Elementary  Schools   263  4982 

Nurses  (  Town)                                             Town  Nurse   263  4736 

Oil  Burner  Permits                                       Fire  Chief   263  4366 

Planning                                                       Chairman  of  Planning  Board   263  4448 

Plumbing  Permits                                          Board  of  Health   263  4736 

Recreation                                                  Forest  Road   263  9244 

Schools                                                       Carolyn  I  .  Douglas  School   263  2753 

Julia  L.  McCarthy-Marion  L.  Towne  School   263  4982 

Florence  A.  Merriam  School   263  2581 

Paul  P.  Gates  School   263  9162 

Luther  B.  Conant  School   263-7407 

Acton-Boxborough  Regional  Junior  High  School   263  7716 

Acton  Boxborough  Regional  High  School   263-7738 

Superintendent  of  Schools   263  9058 

Selectmen                                                    Town  Office   263-2761 

Snow  Removal                                               Highway  Department   263  5532 

Tax  Collections                                              Treasurer  and  Collector   263  7018 

Veterans' Services                                         Veterans' Agent   263  2761 

Water  Problems                                           Water  District  (Not  part  of  the  Town  of  Acton)   263  9107 

Welfare  Questions                                        Welfare  Board   263  6610 

Wiring                                                        Wire  Inspector   263-5555 

Wiring  Permits                                            Forest  Road   263-2709 

Zoning                                                          Zoning  Enforcement  Office   263  2709 
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REFERENCE  BOOK 

ACTON  MEMORIAL  LIBRARY 
ACTON,  MASSACHUSETTS  0172) 


OFFICE  HOURS 


Town  Office  ( Sele<  tmen, 


I  <ns  n  Managei  ) 

8  4:30  (  I  ties.  7:30-8:30p. 

m.) 

I  own  Hall 

263-2761 

1  ov>  n  ( !lei  k 

8  4:30  (Tues.  7:30-8:30  p 

m.) 

Town  \  [all 

263-2761 

Treasurei  and  CoMe<  tor 

8-4:30  (Tues.  7:30-8:30  p 

m.) 

Town  Hall 

263-7018 

Assessors 

8  4:30  (Tues.  7:30-8:30  p 

m.) 

Town  Hall 

263-2966 

S<  hool  Superintendent 

8  4:30 

A  B  Regional  H.S. 

263-9503 

\ssi   Sc  hool  Supet  mtendent 

8  4:30 

A      T  >    I )  '                1    I  1    I ' 

A  n  Regional  H.S. 

2b3  9503 

Board  <>l  I  lealth 

8  4:30 

Forest  Road 

263-4736 

Veterans'  Agent 

8-4:30 

Town  Hall 

263-2761 

Library  Hours: 

Memorial  Library 

Mon.-Fri. ,  9  a.m. -9  p.m. 
Saturday,  9-5  p.m. 

263-2232 

Sunday,  2-5  p.m.  (in  Winter  Months) 
Citizens.  West  Acton  Mon.,  7-9  p.m.  263-9222 

Tues.  Fri.,  10-5  p.m. 
Town  Dump  Mon. -Sat. ,  8-3:45 

Except:  Wed.,  1 1  -6:45  during  Daylight  Saving  Time 
(Closed  Thursdays) 


MEETINGS 


DAY  &  TIME 


PLACE 


Annual  Town  Election 
Annual  Town  Meeting 
Appeals  Board 

Assessors 

Building  Committee 
Consen  at  ion  Commission 

Finance  Committee 
Board  of  Health 

Historical  Commission 

Library  T  rustees  Memorial 
Library  Trustees  Citizens 
Planning  Board 
Rec  reation  Commission 
School  Committee:  Regional 

Local 

Selectmen 

Youth  Commission 


1st  Monday  in  April 
Tues.  after  Town  Election 
2nd  Monday  of  each  month 
As  necessary 

1st  Tuesday  of  each  month  4:30  p.m. 
As  necessary 

1st  and  3rd  Wednesdays  of  each 
month,  8:00  p.m. 
Thursdays  as  needed,  7:30  p.m. 
2nd  and  4th  Tuesday  of  each  month, 
7:30  p.m. 

2nd  Wednedsay  of  each  month, 
8:00  p.m. 

1st  Thursday  of  each  month,  8:00  p.m. 
4th  Tuesday  of  each  month,  7:00  p.m. 
Every  Monday,  8:00  p.m. 
1st  Tuesday  each  month,  8:00  p.m. 
2nd  and  4th  Thursday  of  each  month, 
7:30  p.m. 

1st  and  3rd  Thursday  of  each  month, 
7:30  p.m. 

Every  Tuesday  at  7:30  p.m. 

1st  and  3rd  Tuesday  of  each  month, 

8:00  p.m. 


As  designated 
Blanchard  Auditorium 
Town  Hall 

Town  Hall 

Guidance  Library  at  High  School 
Hearing  Room  Forest  Road 

High  School  Library 
Hearing  Room  Forest  Road 

Hearing  Room  Forest  Road 

Memorial  Library 
Citizens  Library 
Hearing  Room  Forest  Road 
Hearing  Room  Forest  Road 
Sr.  High  School  Music  Room 

Sr.  High  School  Music  Room 

Town  Hall 

Jr.  High  School-Room  310 


Call  For  Help 


MASSACHUSETTS 

Alcoholics  Anonymous  for  Teens   1-800-523-1885 

Banking  and  Credit  questions,  Mass.  Division  of  Banks  and  Loans   727-6925 

Child  Abuse  and  Neglect,  Officer  for  Children   1-800-882-1628 

Citizens  Information  Service,  Mass.  Secretary  of  State,  Government  -  related  questions  (all  levels .  .  1  -800-392-6090 
Civil  Service  and  Non  civil  service  jobs.  State  Employment  Office,  Division  of  Personnel  Adm.  .  .  .    1 -800-392  6178 

CODE  Hotline  -  Information/referral  service  for  human  needs   263-8777 

Consumer  complaints  -  Attorney  General  Consumer  Protection  Division   727-8400 

Employment  of  the  Handicapped  -  Mass.  Rehabilitation  Commission   369-1963  or  369-1987 

Energy  Information  -  Office  of  Environmental  Affairs   1-800-922-8265 

Extension  Service  -  Middlesex  County,  Concord  Office  of  Mass.  Department  of  Public  Health   369-4845 

Food  Stamps  -  Department  of  Public  Welfare   1-800-882-2016 

Gasoline  Availability  in  Mass. ,  Association  of  U.S.  Travel  Agencies   1  -800-238-8000 

Immigration  and  Naturalization  -  Mass.  Department  of  Education,  Questions  about  citizenship   727-5748 

Information,  general  -  Memorial  Library  Reference  Librarian   263-2232 

Insurance  Merit  Ratings  for  Motor  Vehicles,  Mass.  Department  of  Public  Safety   727-7017 

Lead  Poisoning  -  Mass.  Department  of  Public  Health   1  -800-532  9571 

Medical  Questions   Tel  Med-Tapes  on  medical  subjects   266-4300 

Medicare  - Mass.  Department  of  Elder  Affairs   1-800-882-1228 

Nursing/  Rest  Homes  -  questions,  Mass.  Office  of  Health  Regulation  -  Division  of  Long-term  Care   727-5864 

Operation  Peace  of  Mind  (General  Purpose)   231-6946 

Operation  Venus  (VD  information)   1-800-523-1885 

Poison  Control  Center  (Boston),  Separate  from  but  located  in  Children's  Hospital   1  -800-682-921 1 

Public  i  i  asportation  -  Mass.  Office  of  Transportation   727-3200 

Rape  Crisis  Center   1  -800-492-7273 

Self-Help  Information  -  questions  about  state  law,  Office  of  Consumer  Affairs   727-7780 

Social  Security  -  Mass.  Department  of  Elder  Affairs  .  .  .  :   423-3700 

Solar  Action  Office   Office  of  Consumer  Affairs   727-7297 

Special  Education  -  Mass.  Department  of  Education   727-8534 

State  Roads  and  Highways  -  Public  Information,  Mass.  Office  of  Transportation   727-4898 

Student  s  Financial  Aid  Hotline   1  -800-882-2037 

Supplemental  Security  Income  -  Mass.  Department  of  Elder  Affairs   423-3700 

Unemployment  -  Mass.  Division  of  Employment  Security   897-9317  or  897-9318 

Utilities    complaints    Mass.  Department  of  Public  Utilities   1-800-392-6066 

FEDERAL 

Auto  Recall  Hotline,  Safety  information  on  various  makes  and  models  of  autos   1  -800-424-9393 

Consumer  Product  Safety  Commission,  Safety  information  on  non-drug,  non-auto  products   1-800-638-8326 

Internal  Revenue  Service   1-800-392-6288 

Job  Information  Center   1-800-882-1821 

Runaway  Switchboard  (National)   1-800-621-4000 

Solar  Heating  &  Cooling  Information  Center   1-800-523-2929 

l  oll  free  number  information  (given  by  Area  Code)   1-800-555-1212 


Note: 

The  Reference  Librarian  on  duty  will  respond  to  telephone  requests  for  information  generally  available  in  the 
Library,  such  as  other  "help''  numbers  and  addresses,  bibliographies,  and  the  extraction  of  reference  information. 
If  requested  information  is  not  found  locally,  outside  sources  may  be  used,  or  the  caller  referred  to  them 


